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Geo-tagged digital identity helps
Kashmir’s chinar trees stand tall

GS Paper I:
Pe{Geography

SRINAGAR

Facing destruction due to
rapid urbanisation and in-
frastructure projects, a
geo-tagged digital identity
on the lines of the Aadhaar
card has been introduced
this week to monitor the
health of every chinar tree
in the Kashmir Valley.

The J&K Forest Research
Institute’s (JKFRI) ‘Digital
Tree Aadhaar’ initiative
gives a unique number to
each tree. The chinar at Lal
Chowk is CG-JKO10088.
Metal cards with barcodes
provide information such
as the tree’s location,
height, and health.

“Around 10,000 trees
are being metal card-
tagged as of now. It will
help in the management of
trees, and tourists will get
to know how old a tree is

Unique number Workers install QR code- based GIS plates on
chinar trees for conservation at Nishat Garden, Srinagar. FILE PHOTO

by scanning the barcodes,”
Syed Tariq, project coordi-
nator at the JKFRI, said.

Dipping numbers

The JKRFI began a chinar
census in the Union Terri-
tory in 2021. According to
data from the JKFRI, Kash-
mir was home to around
40,000 chinar trees but
the numbers are falling

steadily. The widening of
highways has also taken a
toll on many trees.

“The aim of the JKFRI is
to establish a detailed data-
base of chinar trees using
the Geographic Informa-
tion System (GIS)-based,
quick response (QR) code-
enabled surveys,” Mr. Tariq
said. Around 28,560 chinar
trees have been geo-tagged

across the region, with
fresh plantations covered
in recent years.

More to be covered
Chinars grow in Jammu’s
Chenab Valley, and in the
Pir Panjal Valley. They too
will be covered under the
digital initiative.

Ganderbal district has
the highest number of chi-
nar trees, including the
world’s third-largest chi-
nar, with a girth of 74 feet.
“We will record the top 20
chinars of Kashmir, with
girth between 60 ft. to 74
ft.,” Dr. Tariq said.

Kashmir is home to chi-
nar groves. Geo-tagging
has rescued the trees from
illegal felling. The ‘majestic
chinar’ or Platanus orien-
talis (oriental plane) grows
to a height of 30 metres
with a girth of 10-15 metres
at ground level.

Geo-tagged digital identity helps Kashmir’s chinar trees

stand tall

Rrt-27s Bfved TeaW 3 TR & RER 951 FAoqd &

. Facing destruction due to rapid urbanisation and infrastructure
projects, a geo-tagged digital identity has been introduced this
week to monitor the health of every chinar tree in the Kashmir

Valley.

rgdiaor R gAY e Fr Rt & FRoT g @ Reer &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in e




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

mmmﬁgcwmmxﬁ?maﬁﬂﬁmﬂga;ww
# fereh & faw rar-dvs Bfoed ggame g 1 75 2

The J&K Forest Research Institute’s (JKFRI) ‘Digital Tree Aadhaar’ initiative gives a
unigue number to each tree. The chinar at Lal Chowk is CG-JK010088.

SAHTHEARIE (J&K Forest Research Institute) & 'Bfaee & 3mur ggar & dgd
YA US @I AEfadT daT AT am gl el <k 1 KR 98 CG-JK010088 §

Metal cards with barcodes provide information such as the tree’s location, height, and
health.

4T F1ET W aRAs @ U3 H FAfa, T 3R wareed S Sesrl gred gl B

“Around 10,000 trees are being metal card-tagged as of now," said Syed Tariq, project
coordinator at the JKFRI.

"SI 10,000 WS T TAAT H U] H1S @ 97 fohaT 7 TET B, SIhUBIRIES &
IR GHeads d9g aieE o FgTl

Tourists will get to know how old a tree is by scanning the barcodes.

Tich IS Thel FH U8 Y 3H F IR H FATHARRT 9T HT Fohal|

Dipping numbers
HH gl gEa

The JKFRI began a chinar census in the Union Territory in 2021.
ShUBIHRIATS o 2021 H g A T # RAR FTar0rer & 7|

According to data, Kashmir was home to around 40,000 chinar trees, but the
numbers are falling steadily.

37hsT o 3ETER, FIHR A A’ 40,000 FAGR 93 9, AfeheT 3R AT TR ¥
W E

The widening of highways has also caused damage to many trees.
E$a ST A & FROT 3N FT IST H A §3T §

The aim is to establish a GIS-based, QR code-enabled detailed database of chinar
trees.

$THT 3eged AR st 1 Teh GIS-3MURd, FYIR HF F&TH AT ST FoAleT gl
Around 28,560 chinar trees have been geo-tagged across the region so far.

I qF AMHIT 28,560 RGN S ¥ &7 # fo@r-&ar fovar o g

More to be covered

sy 3 9=t &+ anfAer foFaT S #

Chinars in Jammu’s Chenab Valley and Pir Panjal Valley will also be covered under
the digital initiative.

ST & fAeme arél 3R IR gerrer &Y 7 RaR ust @7 8 58 Bfoee gger 7 anfAd
fohar S|
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e Ganderbal district has the highest number of chinar trees, including the world’s
third-largest chinar, with a girth of 74 feet.

Mg e H 98 suer AR 93 §, Swed g &1 fuw g9 991 *fER 93

enfaer &, g aRfer 74 e gl

o “We will record the top 20 chinars of Kashmir, with girth between 60 ft. to 74 ft.,” said
Dr. Tarig.

‘€ HFER F AT 20 RAER i A1 Reps T, S IR 60 fre & 74 e &g
g, 1. diite o &gl

Significance of Geo-tagging

oraY-¢fer 1 #gca

o Geo-tagging has helped rescue chinar trees from illegal felling.
S & RER 98t #1 3dy FeE @ U= & #Aeg & &

e The ‘majestic chinar’ or Platanus orientalis grows to a height of 30 metres, with a
girth of 10-15 metres at ground level.

'HgT R a1 ey 3nRvefod fr 3315 30 AT IF gar § 3R Sl T W)
sgHr gRT 10-15 FAeX 8T &1

Girl punished Girl punished for asking for sanitary pad
for asking for | ¥l ¥z AP W FEH F wow § 7

Sal‘lltal‘y Dad e A Class 11 student of a girls' school in Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh was
|GS Paper I: Society | allegedly made to stand outside her classroom for an hour after she
requested a sanitary pad during her examination.

Press Trust of India 3AT TS & SI¥ell 3 U F&T 11 Y ST 39T e & ey dAfaed

BAREILLY (U.P.) . .
¥3 A W UH °©E dF FAT & 96T GsT A I

A Class 11 student of a girls’ | « This incident sparked outrage and prompted an official inquiry into the
school in Uttar Pradesh’s | matter, officials said on Sunday.

Bareilly was allegedly | =g gear o 3meter 3cuet faram 3R 3fORRET & WEIR AT H

made to stand outside her .
classroom for an hour after R s & Il

she requested a sanitary
pad during her examina-
tion, sparking outrage and
prompting an official in-
quiry into the matter, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
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Genocide and the world’s averted gaze

|GS Paper I: World History |

ighty years ago, on January 27, 1945,
Soviet soldiers stumbled upon the
barbed wire surrounding
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Inside they found
8,000 emaciated prisoners, along with 44,000
pairs of shoes, piles of spectacles, and mounds of
cooking utensils. This was all that remained of the
approximately 1.1 million people, mainly
European Jews, who were killed at Auschwitz. As
the retreating Nazis destroyed their meticulous
records along with much evidence of the brutally
efficient killing operation, a precise figure is not
available. This vear, on the anniversary of the
liberation, the few remaining survivors and world
leaders have been invited to remember the dead
and to renew the international community’s
pledge of never again allowing genocide to take
place.

A stain in human history

As the Genocide Convention of 1948 recognises,
the crime of genocide — ‘acts committed with the
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious group’ - has stained
human history down the ages. The United
Nations Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres, said
on December 9, 2020, on the international day to
commemorate victims of genocide, ‘Genocide
always has multiple clear warning signs.

The Soviet soldiers who liberated Auschwitz
later said they were wholly unprepared for what
they found. However, while the industrial scale of
the killing that would eventually claim six million
Jewish lives, in addition to tens of thousands of
Roma, Sinti, and other people deemed inferior or
political opponents, was not known in its
entirety, the Allies were not entirely unaware.

On assuming power in 1933, the Nazis codified
the persecution of Jews in hundreds of laws,
culminating in the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 that
took away German citizenship from Jews and
others considered ‘non Aryan’. Yet, when those
Jews who could overcome restrictive German
emigration laws tried to leave (until 1941, when
Germany forbade Jewish emigration), they
encountered bureaucratic obstacles, xenophobia
and antisemitism.

Following the 1929 Stock Market Crash, the
United States tightened already restrictive
immigration quotas. The United Kingdom
required those entering until 1938 to be
self-supporting or sponsored; after the Anschluss
it introduced a visa system. Neither made
provisions for refugees. After 1938, Britain also

b

Privanjali Malik
writes on
international affairs,
security and defence,
with a special focus
on nuclear politics

As world
leaders gather
at Auschwirz,
they must
ponder over
why ‘never
again’ continues
to be breached

restricted Jewish immigration into Palestine, then
a British mandate. Some Jews moved to
neighbouring European countries, only to be
caught in Hitler’s net as German tanks rolled over
Europe. France, Belgium and the Netherlands
were particularly assiduous in following Nazi
orders to round up Jews for concentration camps.

The reality of ‘Never again’

The Allies responded to the growing refugee
problem by gathering at Evian in July 1938; apart
from sympathetic statements, the 32 delegates
offered little else. By the time the U.K. and the
United States met at the Bermuda Conference of
April 1943, reports of mass Jewish killings were
unambiguous. The World Jewish Congress had
submitted a report outlining Hitler’s plans that
Jews, ‘after deportation and concentration in the
East, be at one blow exterminated’ (Riegner
telegram, December 1942). The Polish
Government-in-Exile in London published a
pamphlet in December 1942 titled “The Mass
Extermination of Jews in German Occupied
Poland.’ Escapees from the concentration camps
brought their own harrowing stories. The
evidence for genocide was mounting, but the
Allies would not, or could not, look too closely.

Never again, they declared in 1945. And yet,
between 1975 and 1979, the Khmer Rouge in
Cambodia are estimated to have killed over two
million people by execution, starvation, disease
and exhaustion as they sought to recreate
Cambodian society in some communist ideal. As
refugees fled to neighbouring countries and a
new regime was installed in Phnom Penh after
Vietnam’s invasion, the international
community’s responses were conditioned by
Cold War calculations: China and the West
supported the fleeing Khmer Rouge while
Vietnam and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) supported the newly installed
communist government.

Never again. And yet, in Rwanda, in 1994,
between 8,00,000 to 10,00,000 people, mostly
minority Tutsi with some moderate Hutu, were
murdered over 100 days while UN peacekeepers
watched helplessly. In July 1995, 8,000 Bosnian
Muslim men and boys were herded from a UN
compound in Srebrenica — a place declared a safe
zone (it is inescapable that safe zones were also
created to prevent refugees flooding out of the
former Yugoslavia) — and executed, as part of a
careful campaign of ethnic cleansing. The Dutch
UN commander requested reinforcements from

Genocide and the world’s averted gaze
AEER AR gfaar i et T

Auschwitz-Birkenau Liberation: Remembering Genocide

siterfea-fRdars A AfFa: THeR @ 9

both the UN and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, which never arrived. It was the
culmination of three years of indecision by
Europe and America on how to respond. This
year is the 30th anniversary of Srebrenica (July
11).

Never again. Less than a decade later, violence
broke out in Darfur, Sudan. Approximately
2,00,000 people were killed in 2003-05 in what
the International Criminal Court (ICC) and some
states have recognised as genocide. The violence
in Sudan continues and there are renewed fears
of genocide occurring now while the
international community’s attention is focussed
on Ukraine and Gaza.

In Gaza

Then there is Gaza. As world leaders gather at
Auschwitz on January 27 to commemorate the
80th anniversary of its liberation, Gazans will
attempt returning to the rubble of their homes.
Some will be sifting through the debris to locate
the remains of family still buried underneath,
part of the 10,000 estimated to be missing. The
International Court of Justice is examining
whether Israel is guilty of genocide under a case
brought by South Africa. The ICC has issued
arrest warrants for the Israel Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, and the former Israel
Defence Minister, Yoav Gallant, for war crimes
and crimes against humanity committed in Gaza
in response to Hamas” October 7, 2023 attacks.
There are arrest warrants for Hamas leaders too.

And, yet, America’s and western Europe’s
response was to criticise the ICC, expressing
outrage that there should be any semblance of
equivalence in the arrest warrants for the leaders
of Hamas and Israel. In some perversion of
international norms, there seems to be an
acceptance of a hierarchy of suffering. Arms have
continued to flow to Israel, even as the death toll
in Gaza crosses 47,000, mostly women and
children. The UN estimates that 92% of all homes
have been destroyed, health-care infrastructure
and 87% of schools destroyed, and entire
populations forcibly displaced multiple times. All
this happened while Gaza was under siege, the
foreign press was barred from entering, and the
world acquiesced in looking away.

Israel has a right to defend itself, and Hamas’
actions in October 2023 are completely
indefensible. Yet, when does self-defence cross
over into genocide? Where is that line? Arguably,
that line is where we avert our gaze.
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On January 27, 1945, Soviet soldiers discovered Auschwitz-Birkenau, finding 8,000
emaciated prisoners, 44,000 pairs of shoes, and mounds of spectacles and
cooking utensils, evidence of the approximately 1.1 million victims, primarily
European Jews.

27 Starady 1945 &I Wfagd At o iferfacsr-REFars 1 @iem, stei 8,000 gaer &,
44,000 SEY 9@, 3R TeAT T Tt F T AN, A ofersrer 11 o NP, AET T @
TUdrr Fgfel, 1w #r g A

[N

The Nazis destroyed much evidence and records before retreating. Survivors and world
leaders mark this anniversary to renew their pledge of “never again allowing genocide.”

ATl & Y geal & dgo @edl 3R Nals & aAve X f&am| sifaa s oer 3ik
faeq AaT 39 a9Ie W TSR A T F o glA ¢’ T Thed algdd gl

Genocide: A Stain in Human History
IHER: AT 3fAg T TS eredl

The 1948 Genocide Convention defines genocide as acts committed with intent to
destroy a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group.

1948 F VHER FFAST H 7GR I A, AT, AT, AT UTAF FHGT ol 7TsC
T h 36a%T F fhU 10 At & w7 7 aReRa fRar = gl

UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres noted on December 9, 2020, that genocide
always has “multiple clear warning signs.”

TgF Ao Arafad T e o 9 RRFaw 2020 #1 &gl & FREGR & A
“FTIsE AdTdelr Hehd” B &1

Auschwitz and the Holocaust

ireridest 3 geeree

Soviet soldiers were shocked at the industrial scale killings, which claimed 6 million
Jewish lives and thousands of Roma, Sinti, and political opponents.

Aifagd Al siefs Fav o g3t @ QT 3, S 60 wr@ Fgfedt ik iRt
AT, [T, T Toreifae AT $r o 73|

The 1935 Nuremberg Laws stripped German Jews of citizenship, while restrictive
German emigration laws and xenophobia limited their ability to escape.

1935 & FIAGH FleaAl A ol Tl T ARRbAT § dfad T e, srafeh s
YT el AR JAABITAT & 3ok d2al & AT e x|

Responses of the Allies

B et i gfafear

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Despite warnings like the Riegner telegram (1942) and evidence from escapees, the
Allies delayed decisive action.

ﬂ?ﬁ?tshwmugﬂ)éhﬁﬁamﬁﬁaﬂ?a?}?aﬁﬁﬁm&wﬁaﬁ%w,ﬁa
Tsel o fAuie wRas & &

Conferences like Evian (1938) and Bermuda (1943) were ineffective in addressing the
Jewish refugee crisis.

vfage (1938) AR THET (1943) S FFASA Fgar WOl Hehe T FATUIT Fled H
ater &I

Reality of “Never Again”
“RpT Foft w1 Y arEafawan

The Holocaust highlights the consequences of ignoring early warning signs of genocide.
gleilchiee g fo@rar § foh sREGR & YT Udell Fehell T HeAcdl & aROTH
frder 78R & aa gl

Global remembrance events emphasize the need for vigilance against hatred and
persecution.

4R TROT AT gom 3R 3cdise & e Hddhdr @I 3maedeadl W SN 3
gl

Genocide and the Failure of “Never Again”

AHER 3T " el 1€ &Y RAbaar

Between 1975 and 1979, the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia killed over two million
people through execution, starvation, disease, and exhaustion in their attempt to
recreate society based on a communist ideal.

1975 3R 1979 & orw, FABATH WA &l o TAST H FEFAET G T Yol fel (o7l
A & GO 20 ar@ ¥ HfAF At wr wid, @, A 3R e & A 4@

AR STelT|

As refugees fled and Vietnam installed a new regime in Phnom Penh, the Cold War
shaped international responses: China and the West supported the Khmer Rouge,
while Vietnam and the USSR backed the new government.

S RUTAT 9T 3T I F wrH 9o H A% TR TATAT FI, dr 3aRsT
gfafshar ofid Jeur & vemfad g fier 3 aReA A TR &1 &1 FHd v, el
fRaaamr iR quaTEIR A 75 @R w1 Ay e

Rwanda Genocide (1994)
I@TST sIXHER (1994)
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In 1994, between 8,00,000 to 10,00,000 people, mostly minority Tutsi and some
moderate Hutu, were murdered in Rwanda over 100 days while UN peacekeepers
remained helpless.

1994 # QTS H 8 A 10 9@ WIT, ATT §T J Heqw&aH el 3R $& ALIAA &,
1 100 et A AR e ara, Stefs @gaa e aify {faw smer o @)

Srebrenica Genocide (1995)
dafadr ATeER (1995)

On July 11, 1995, 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were taken from a UN-
declared safe zone in Srebrenica and executed as part of an ethnic cleansing
campaign.

11 FeT§ 1995 I, 8,000 AT AR Tl AR w5 1 Aafevat A G weg
ganT BT FRET A7 @ F 7 I3 IR AT FHC JFAET S dgd AR Srer

T
Despite pleas for reinforcements, UN and NATO failed to respond in time, reflecting
three years of indecision by Europe and America.

HEG & Y & Sdofe, WIFd g 3R et gAy 9T wfdfshar & & faver @, S
T 3R 3R Fr efler qut v sfAoigar w1 g2 g

Darfur Genocide (2003-2005)
GRPY ATHER (2003-2005)

In Darfur, Sudan, approximately 2,00,000 people were killed between 2003 and 2005.
The International Criminal Court (ICC) and some states recognized this as genocide.

SR, {1 #2003 3R 2005 & &I o187 2 WRG AWM 6T & g5 HRTET
ITRAF e (ICC) 3R Fo &R o 3H FREGR & &I H AT &

Gaza and Genocide Allegations

AT 3T AR F IRT

As of January 27, Gazans are still returning to rubble; 10,000 people are estimated to
be missing, and the death toll exceeds 47,000, mostly women and children.

27 FAY e, IS & el Held H e @ §; 10,000 AT oI 8, 3N FHaw! it g&ar
47,000 & AAF T IS &, a8 T i Afgaw iR s g1

The International Court of Justice is investigating whether Israel is guilty of genocide,
and the ICC has issued arrest warrants for Benjamin Netanyahu and Yoav Gallant for
war crimes.

HRTET AT Ig ST X @7 ¢ o 37 3OS e AEgR FT e g, iR IcC o
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donfier Adearg 3R MN3ra Ade F Vs ey ot & fov FRead are sy
fre 21

Key Question: Where is the Line?
HET WeT: Y@ FaT 87

e While Israel’s right to self-defense is acknowledged, the world must ask when self-
defense crosses over into genocide.

gTelToh SoRTS & HTcARET & JAHR P TeR fhar 3137 §, ifched I8 Farer 3arEr
SEY & R AT & oREgR & ded oar &

e The international community's selective attention often allows such atrocities to continue
unchecked.

HASET FHSTT T TeATcHS €Tl 3FE WH AHARIRT &l AR &9 @ SRy
e & AT & B

e The Darfur genocide refers to the systematic killing of ethnic groups in the Darfur
region of Sudan, specifically targeting the Fur, Masalit, and Zaghawa ethnic groups.
This violent campaign began in 2003 during the War in Darfur. Rebel groups in
Darfur, such as the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and Justice and Equality Movement
(JEM), began attacking Sudanese government forces due to the region's
underdevelopment and the central government’s neglect. In retaliation, the Sudanese
government employed Arab militias known as Janjaweed to suppress the uprisings.

o ERYR REGR Il & GRYN & & ST TGl I Fafeyd g3t
e e &, TS iy &9 4§, wrwnfaa 3iR siraar s agt
foreme gerar Ir2n) JE fewe HfHATT 2003 # ERET Jau & NI YF 37l
SRQY # TAIE! Hagg, S B AP A (SLA) 3R = 3R FATE
e (JEM), 81 & 39died A 3R FET TR T 3UeT & HROT
ol AR Foil W gHST el @l | STaTe H, FEell TN o FATeAralg AT
3R AR @1 3uAer e, arfe [Agig @ carar o1 a5l

Key Concepts: Genocide, War, and Atrocities

¢ Genocide: The term genocide refers to the intentional and systematic extermination of
a particular ethnic, racial, or religious group. In the case of Darfur, this includes mass
killings, sexual violence, torture, and forced displacement of the non-Arab African
population by government-backed militias.

o TREEN: FRUER Use; AT & & T AT, AT AT UTfdieh THE
SetgeTaY 3R caafeyd &7 @ e & @effia axar 81 GRIY & AW
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#, 309 WeR A AR gart R-3re b 3w & aefes
geand, A &, araem 3R Aol & v anfae ¥

e The Janjaweed militia, largely composed of Arab fighters, was responsible for
numerous human rights violations, including ethnic cleansing, mass killings, and
widespread sexual violence against women and children in the region.

o SiatTdlg AT, ST A&T §7 & 3RS oI5l F et AT, &7 H ST qrS,
aefes &, 3R Afast 3R st & e g A B wfed 75
HAAITYSR 3eoddl & fov SFagr oY

Crimes and Violations

e The International Criminal Court (ICC) has issued multiple arrest warrants for
Sudanese officials, including then-President Omar al-Bashir, accusing them of
committing crimes against humanity, including rape, forced transfer of populations,
and torture. The ICC indictment is one of the most significant international legal
actions against individuals involved in mass atrocities.

o HAUSERT ATUAF AT (ICC) o gt 3wl & fov &8 Reard
aRe SR fRU §, et doepreild Isgafa 387 srd-a2fiX ot enfaer g, Seg
AT & WATE ORI e I IR ST 17 &, ForeTe] qeliesr,
SAAEAT FT Fald TAATGROT 3T Irdar enfAer &1 1CC 31T 37 cafeaat
& Qe wefes Amemt # WA U FAgcaqul FATSET Ff Fars
gl

Impact on the Civilian Population

e The genocide in Darfur led to the deaths of approximately 300,000 people and
displaced over 2.5 million people. Many women and children were subjected to
sexual violence, and widespread famine further exacerbated the humanitarian crisis.

o EREY H #RAGR & HRUT FET 300,000 F Hir 7cg g5 3N 2.5 Afowa @
siftren oot faeenfaa gui % Afgensit 3R st @ A e &1 R gar
s, 3R A 37ehlel o AT Hehe 1 3 er |

o Entire villages were destroyed, and many survivors were forced into refugee camps or
displaced across the border to neighboring countries like Chad.

o X IMEl I A H AT I, HR S IeoiTaAr i RomAT AT’ A &
TS et S ars A fawwRa far

International Legal Action

¢ 2005: The United Nations referred the situation in Darfur to the International
Criminal Court (ICC), acknowledging the systematic nature of the atrocities
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committed. This marked the first time the ICC investigated a situation referred by the
UN Security Council.

o 2005 WgFd W o RN H FFAfd &1 AT i s=marea (ICC) &
qrE T, S fPT 910 7R & <Iafeyd &Y & TIhR Fld gUl TE
Ugell §R AT S« ICC & FI&T aRve ganr el 15 Feufa v s &

e The ICC issued arrest warrants for Omar al-Bashir and other officials, charging them
with genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. Bashir is the first sitting head
of state to be indicted by the ICC.

o ICCH 3 X FA-a2fR 3R 317 FFRAT & v FTREFART arke IRT T, 3
W FHGR, Jeol 3R 3R ATaar & [ 3R et RT ofam|
R ICC garT 3T g arel Jgel Tsgafd g

Recent Developments

e 2019: Omar al-Bashir was overthrown after months of protests, and the new
transitional government of Sudan expressed willingness to address the legacy of the
genocide and work towards peace and justice for Darfur’s victims.

o 2019: 3AT IA-TfT F FAAT T [{AY vl & a1 Tar ¥ ger AT I,
AR S HT A5 HhAUTHTONT THR o g T [ATaHd A Faiferd e
AR eRYY & df3at & fow aifd 3R =g & feem & s w2 f geor

Sqad |

e The Darfur region remains fragile, and while the new government has signed peace
agreements with some rebel groups, the security situation remains unstable with
sporadic violence and human rights violations continuing.

o GRPY &7 33W of g Rfa A 8, 3R Siefdh &1 TR o o faaer
TGl & WY AT FASAAT TR gEaner e g, gram fr Fufq e s&r
gé%wamm%waﬂ?mmﬁwwaﬁél

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Republic Day parade taps into heritage, diversity,
military might / 3ot @@ WE & RigT, [fdyar ik

=7 afda # yeitia v

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

2. AAP is ‘corrupt’, BJP will rid Delhi of Rohingya, Bangladeshis:
Shah /'3rq &rs §, #meraT feeel Y A, st & qFa
FLIT: AT

3. No Extra Allocation for MGNREGS; Wages Delayed / #33T &
fore F1¢ srfafea smaea adl; Asgh # &8

4. Republican journey / Rafeaesre am=m

5. India with Indonesia / R 3T sAfAAT

6. An enduring commitment to the Indo-Pacific | fES-gerd a9 &
ufad v Tl gfdeeerar

7. Should Governors Head State universities? / T J<A9TaT HI
T feafdearet &1 goqw et anfew?

8. Justice Jagdish Khehar’s decisions often contradicted Centre’s

views / FTIHf STaTder @eX & AT e Fg & Tfewior @
farda &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488
Website : patrioticias.in :




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

www.patriotici

9. Rebels close in on key Congo city as 13 officials killed
and thousands displaced / fagXgr e & Y AN F

F9 9T 7T §, 13 A AR 7w § AR gIRT @
ﬁanﬁ?rgtr%

Republic Day parade taps into heritage, diversity, military
might

AT fad T F R, [fduar ik d=7 affa
yefeta

President Droupadi Murmu led the celebrations, with Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto as the special guest.

Tregafar gludl AH S FANE F1 Adea T, o gfans wsgufa
yaraY glar faew fafy

Republic Day parade taps into
heritage, diversity, military might

President Droupadi Murmu leads the celebrations, with Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto as special guest; tableaux
celebrating 150 years of tribal activist Birsa Munda and 75 years of the enactment of Constitution were the key highlights

[GS Paper i |
Samridhi Tewari

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

ndia showcased its
l military might and

cultural diversity with
a parade keeping special
focus on the 75 years of the
enactment of the Constitu-
tion and Jan Bhagidari (pe-
ople’s participation), at the
Republic Day celebration
here on a cold winter
morning that continued in-

to a bright sunny afternoon e = ; i = x N
on Sunday. Stately celebrations: President Droupadi Murmu arrives for the Republic Day parade with Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto on
President Droupadi  Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Sunday; an aerial view of the marching contingents and Army tanks. ANI & PIB/PTI

Murmu led the celebra-

tions, with Indonesian Pre-
sident Prabowo Subianto
as the special guest.

The theme for this year
was “Swarnim Bharat: Vi-
rasat aur Vikas” (Golden
India: heritage and deve-
lopment).

The parade began at

10.30 a.m., with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi visit-
ing the National War Me-
morial to pay tributes to
the fallen heroes.

The President and her
Indonesian  counterpart
were escorted by the Presi-
dent’s Bodyguard, the se-

nior-most Regiment of the
Army. While the invitees
stood still, the National
Flag was unfurled, fol-
lowed by the playing of the
National Anthem with a
thunderous 21-gun salute
using 105-mm light field
guns, an indigenous wea-

pon system. The Indone-
sian Army graced the event
with a music band.
Tableaux celebrating
150 years of tribal activist
Birsa Munda and 75 years
of the Constitution spot-
lighting the “Father of the
Indian Constitution”, Dr.

B.R. Ambedkar, were the
key highlights.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

MORE REPORTS ON

» PAGE 11
‘REPUBLICAN JOURNEY’
» PAGE 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488

Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e Tableaux celebrating 150 years of tribal activist Birsa Munda and 75 years of the
enactment of the Constitution were the key highlights.

anfeard FrdFar fawwr Ha1 F 150 a¥ AR WU aep @R F 75 9 FA= are
SIfRaT 9@ 3MTehYoT T
o India showcased its military might and cultural diversity with a special focus on 75

years of the Constitution and Jan Bhagidari (people’s participation) during the
Republic Day celebration.

AR & 0T fGaw FARE & el de afda 3R aregfas fafauar s gedier R,
o wfaeer & 75 a4 3R S ameflerd ) a9y e fean amm

e The theme for this year was “Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas” (Golden India:
heritage and development).

59 ay¥ F fovy "wafvid aRa: a3k Rem an

e The parade began at 10:30 a.m., with Prime Minister Narendra Modi visiting the
National War Memorial to pay tributes to the fallen heroes.

TS GaE 10:30 T Y& g‘émm Mg A o AAAT IR AARTST ST et
T Heurater &

e The President and her Indonesian counterpart were escorted by the President’s
Bodyguard, the senior-most Regiment of the Army.

Ieeafa 3R 3% SEARIAE THweT A IfASeH qiEens, St fh I Fr aikssaa
ST § a weic R

e The National Flag was unfurled, followed by the playing of the National Anthem with a
21-gun salute using 105-mm light field guns, an indigenous weapon system.

TSET €T BEAT 7T, TSEeh d1e USET e i Irm 31K 21 aval Y Famt & a1,
Sra# 105 A#HT drse fes a1 &1 39T FAT 74T, S U Fadeft gRUR yomel

e The Indonesian Army graced the event with a music band.

SRS QT A Fgfow 45 % WY 37 FAFHHA A arer foram
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o The tableaux highlighted Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the Father of the Indian Constitution,

and the journey of the Constitution over 75 years.

Hifral A 1. fiFRE AT, St AR AU & s §, iR afaus & 75 ast &y
I T Y a o

AAP is ‘corrupt, BJP will rid Delhi
of Rohingya, Bangladeshls Shah

|GS Paper II: Rohingya |

NEW DELHI

Senior BJP leader and Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday dubbed
Delhi’s ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) as an “Avaidh
Aamdaniwali (illegal in-
come) Party” and attacked
it for “corruption worth
thousands of crores in the
past 10 years™.

Referring to the Delhi
excise policy case, in con-
nection with which AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal was arrested last
year, Mr. Shah said, “The
Supreme Court gave him
[AAP chief] bail, and Kejri-
wal is claiming that he got a
clean chit. Kejriwalji, bail is
not clean chit. You have to
face the entire trial. Pre-
pare well for a long time (in
prison).”

Leading the party’s
campaign for the Delhi As-

Senior BJP leader and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah at a
poll rally in Delhi on Sunday. ANI

sembly election, Mr. Shah
addressed a rally in Narela,
where he spoke about Pur-
vanchalis, residents of
eastern Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar and those hailing
from there in the national
capital, comprising one of
the largest voter bases in
the city. He said Mr. Kejri-
wal had failed to clean the
Yamuna, preventing thou-
sands of Purvanchalis from

taking a dip in the river
during Chhath Puja.

Mr. Shah also said that if
the BJP is voted to power,
Delhi will be made free of
“Bangladeshis and Rohin-
gya” within two years.

In response, the ruling
AAP said the BJP’s “focus is
solely on abusing Arvind
Kejriwal, not on Delhi’s
development”.

“The BJP neither has a
plan nor a vision for Delhi.
Amit Shah must answer:
what has the BJP done in
the last decade to improve
Delhi’s crumbling law and
order? The one job they
had - that of ensuring se-
curity — has been an out-
right failure under Amit
Shah’s watch,” read a state-
ment by AAP.

Delhi Police reports to
the Union Home Ministry.

BJP MARSHALS BIG GUNS
» PAGE 2

AAP is ‘corrupt’,
BJP will rid Delhi of
Rohingya,
Bangladeshis: Shah

feeell HI Afgaam,
qEdGREAT ¥ qFd
HLI: ATE

. Senior BJP leader and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday called Delhi’s ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) an “Avaidh
Aamdaniwali (illegal income)
Party”, accusing it of corruption
worth thousands of crores in the
past 10 years.

aRSS HISTdT AdT 3R FET g A
AT g A Iqar & ear A
HATRG 31TH 3MGHT 91t (AAP) i

" 373 IFTHGHY arell Il gl 3R AT 10 auf # FoRY FT TIF F F<CER F1
3R I

o Referring to the Delhi excise policy case, in which AAP national convener Arvind
Kejriwal was arrested last year, Shah said, “The Supreme Court gave him bail, but
Kejriwal is claiming he got a clean chit.”

fereelt ey A AR F7 Seow A gU, A AAP & I8 Tt IRl
Fordiarel 1 o el TREAR fohar a1 o1, AT o e, "GHA FIE A 3¢ STHAT
&, dAfeheT Forliarer grar X W/ § & 37 Tl e e )

e Shah stated, “Bail is not a clean chit. You have to face the entire trial and prepare for a
long time in prison.”
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ATE o &el, "SAATT FelleT fAC G §1 3R QT I—FT T WHAT HGA @M 3R e
H o 977 & v AR & gem|”

e Leading BJP’s campaign for the Delhi Assembly election, Shah addressed a rally in
Narela, where he criticized Kejriwal for failing to clean the Yamuna, preventing
thousands of Purvanchalis from performing Chhath Puja.

feeeh Teneraen gama & AT #1STar T AGed A §U, AME A AT H TH Vel H
R fohar 3R Fordiarer W AHAT A Ths F fahel gl IR &6 e AR gori
qarafaat A Iq-1 # e A § Ashad &1 ARG o907

e Shah assured that if BJP comes to power, Delhi will be made free of “Bangladeshis
and Rohingya” within two years.

A o 3mRardsT f&ar o afg serar @ar & e §, o feoel v ar ant & iR
"grareelt R AfRTIT F FqFT A e sweem|

e Inresponse, AAP accused BJP of focusing solely on abusing Arvind Kejriwal rather
than addressing Delhi’s development.

SaTd H, AAP & $TTST9T UX hael 3RfAC dheiiaTel $T HYATT Fl W €I Figd e

3R Reel & A I 3T I T RT3

o AAP stated, “The BJP neither has a plan nor a vision for Delhi. Amit Shah must
answer: what has BJP done in the last decade to improve Delhi’'s crumbling law and
order?”

AAP T &gT, "HISTIT & U1g o oY ool & forw 1€ e § 3k a7 & :1¢ e s1faa
AE HT a9 & aIfeT & AT o oo g 7 oo & Resa wepr 3k
SIEEYT A GURA & v = famar?

e Delhi Police operates under the Union Home Ministry, led by Amit Shah.

Reeh gferw, FT 77 F7FET F T w1 HCN B, TS@H Aqgea AT a® A F

Rohingya

e The Rohingya are an ethnic, linguistic, and religious minority group primarily residing
in the Rakhine State of Myanmar.

e They are predominantly Muslim and have faced persecution and statelessness for
decades.

Historical Background

e Origin: The Rohingya trace their roots to Arab traders who settled in the region
centuries ago. The term "Rohingya" is believed to derive from the word "Rohang," the
ancient name for Arakan (now Rakhine State).

o JIcufer: AREIAT HYAT 3cufy 37 3RT TUIRAT T NS § S AT ugel 39
& 7 a8 &) UG oo AT & Tolr 317 g, S 3R (39 i@
) &1 T A1 gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

o Colonial Period: Under British rule (1824-1948), the movement of Muslims from
Bengal to Myanmar was encouraged for labor purposes, causing tension between
communities.

o 3itufeafdw Fre: [feer e (1824-1948) & 2RI, 57 & AT el &
FIAR A JREAAT & TAEAROT T Aicdrigd har a2, Sad aeget & &
ddld 3cYeol §31T|
e Post-Independence Era: After Myanmar's independence in 1948, the Rohingya were

initially granted some recognition. However, the 1982 Myanmar Citizenship Law
excluded them from the list of recognized ethnic groups, rendering them stateless.

o FAAAT & WG FT o FAAR T FFATAT & dTe, ATGAT ' IRIAh Ag
& 915 Y| QfeheT 1982 FATAR ARTREAT FIA 4 3e6 Al TIed AT
T F g ¥ 9 X fgan, oww 9 asafade e

Challenges Faced by the Rohingya

o Statelessness: The 1982 Citizenship Law denies Rohingya citizenship, leaving them
stateless and devoid of basic rights.

o USATARTAT: 1982 I ARTRGAT Hiefed NTGIAT AT AP & AT T &,
a8 3 Tsafage 3R gl Rt & afad g o 2|
e Persecution: Since the 2012 Rakhine Riots and the 2017 military crackdown,
widespread violence, including killings, rape, and arson, has targeted the Rohingya.

o Jcdisd: 2012 U@ &3t 31X 2017 A= F1EEE & 91¢ § aus fBar, Fas
gcdIU, SellcahiY, 3T 3meTarEr enfaer & & AfgTar s [A&r s g

o Forced Displacement: Over 1 million Rohingya have fled to neighboring countries,
primarily to Bangladesh, where they live in refugee camps like Cox's Bazar, the
largest refugee camp in the world.

o St vy 1 Afewe @ wfw AfTar asidr qat & amer a1v B, Aew &
¥ Sceer #, STeT d Flaw qe’ o RO R 7 @ €, S gfear &
e §97 Romef R g1

International and Indian Response

e United Nations (UN):
o Declared the 2017 Rohingya crisis as a "textbook example of ethnic cleansing."”
o The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is hearing a genocide case against
Myanmar.

o WIFA U (JTA):
» 2017 & UfRIAT e F "TAENT WS T 3eTeLoT aiiva Fam|
- FAUSE ST (IC)) FAR & Gl FRHGR & AHAT Fol a7
gl
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e India's Role:

o India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention, but it hosts
approximately 40,000 Rohingya refugees (UNHCR estimate).
»  URT AT sfAET

" HRd 1951 RO FFATT 1 gEARRY AL §, olfheT TG
ST 40,000 VfTAT eROMAT (FUATIAINR 377ATE) Y
AT HT B

Government policy highlights concerns over national security, citing the
possibility of infiltration and links with extremist groups.

» WHR HN AT TSET GIAT W T e wh g, o gate ik
AT AT & /Y Heel Hr FHEEAT S garen f&AT I B

o India provides humanitarian aid to Bangladesh, including assistance under
Operation Insaniyat.

v HRA TG I AT SHIATT & dgd AAAT AT TSl
T &

Recent Updates

In 2023, Bangladesh and Myanmar began efforts for the repatriation of Rohingya

refugees under UN supervision, but the process remains slow due to concerns over
safety and dignity.

o 2023 # IHYST: AEAETRY 3N FAAR & JuaA & AR & Afgaar ronfiar
1 arqdl & v YE R, At greT 3R TARAT AT R yfshar el B

India continues to emphasize the need for a peaceful and sustainable solution to the
crisis, advocating for safe and voluntary repatriation.

o HRA Hhe & Afaqet 3R s FATdeT A 3MaTHar W R &ar § AR
eI 7 Tdfoes aradll & FAT #ar
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No extra allocation for MGNREGS; wages delayed

[GS Paper Il: Government Policies and Schemes |

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), the Union go-
vernment’s flagship
scheme to provide guaran-
teed employment of 100
days for rural workers, has
not received an additional
budgetary allocation in
2024-25 despite a deficit,
resulting in delay in disbur-
sal of wages to workers.
Sources said the Rural
Development Ministry was
short of ¥4,315 crore for the
wages for which a fund
transfer order had been
generated. Section 3 (3) of
the MGNREG Act says “the
disbursement of daily wag-
es shall be made on a week-
ly basis or in any case not

later than a fortnight after
the date on which such
work was done”.

The Centre has a liabili-
ty of 5,715 crore against its
share for material compo-
nents. The Centre bears
60% of the cost of the ma-
terials and the remaining
40% is given by the States.

, L/
Uncertain times: MGNREGS workers at a reconstruction site on the
outskirts of Amritsar. FILE PHOTO

When there is a conti-
nued delay in material
component payout, the lo-
cal vendors who supply
the raw material become
reluctant to supply, break-
ing the work cycle.

In February 2024, in the
last Budget of the Narendra
Modi government’s second

term, 386,000 crore was
allotted for the scheme.
Despite the deficit and re-
peated requests, no addi-
tional funds were given.

Past trend
This is breaking from the
past trend of allocating ad-
ditional funds. To criticism
on low allocation for the
programme, the Centre
has maintained that it is a
demand-driven  scheme
and additional allocation is
made whenever needed.
For example, in 2020-21,
when the pandemic drove
reverse migration to the
villages and the demand
for work soared, the
Centre revised the original
allocation of 361,500 crore
to 1,11,500 crores, one of
the highest jumps.
Academics and activists

No Extra Allocation for MGNREGS; Wages Delayed
Foon & favw F15 wfaRed smaea gt Aergd F &

. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) aims to provide 100 days of guaranteed
employment for rural workers but did not receive additional
budgetary allocation in 2024-25, leading to delays in wage
disbursement.

HEICAT T ITSERT ATHIT TSR IIRET ANSTAT (HADM) HT 3667
ITEOT HAHT T 100 AT FT TARAYET VSR FeTeT FAT &, Afehe
2024-25 H H1$ HTARFT Tl 3mdes =181 fhar 2T, fowd Asglr
& T A G g3

e The Rural Development Ministry faced a shortfall of ¥4,315 crore for wages, despite
fund transfer orders being generated.

IO AR FAFTTT Pl T4,315 FUS HY FHT FT TTHAT FIAT GST, STdch B3 SITR
TR IR TR 91T A

closely monitoring the
programme say the low
budgetary allocation leads
to artificial suppression of
demand. This problem
was also flagged by the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Rural Develop-
ment in its report tabled in
February 2024.

“The pruning of funds
at Budget Estimate stage it-
self does have a cascading
effect on various impor-
tant aspects such as timely
release of wages, release of
material share etc. which
have a telling impact on
the progress of the
Scheme. The Committee
feels that for smooth im-
plementation of MGNRE-
GA at ground level, shor-
tage of funds is a big
obstacle,” the panel noted
in its report.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e Section 3 (3) of the MGNREG Act mandates that daily wages must be disbursed
within a week or at most a fortnight after the work is done.

FAW FFAFATA iy 4R 3 (3) & AR, fFF FaIgH 1 T WearE X H AT
HFIH q@ars & FEr T gl

e The Centre has a liability of ¥5,715 crore for its share in material components, which it
shares at 60%, with 40% contributed by the States.

&g 9T AT TEhl & REY # 5,715 FOT H ey ¢, 9T T8 60% REdSHY ag
AT &, STafh 40% =AY @RI ST B

e Continued delay in payments for material components makes local vendors reluctant
to supply raw materials, disrupting work cycles.

THA TCh & A H R Sl § T fakar Fear Arer 3rqfd & @
fRafraa § FEX F1F 9% aftd ar 2

e In February 2024, the last Budget of the current government allocated 86,000 crore
for MGNREGS, with no additional funds despite the deficit.

AN 2024 FH, TIAT TPR & AN ol F FRIT & AT 86,000 F 3Mdfed
fr amv, Afeset et & sraeg H15 IfaRed s 7@ e aw=m

Past Trend
oo =T

o In earlier years, additional funds were allocated when needed, such as in 2020-21 during
the COVID-19 pandemic, when allocations rose from ¥61,500 crore to ¥1,11,500
crore.

oo auft & HETHAT gl W ATaRFd B8 afed [FU 1T, S{ 2020-21 H Ffas-
19 HAGTHARY & ERI, 519 37TdeeT 61,500 FA3 F ¥1,11,500 FA3 X f&ar aram|

e Academics and activists argue that low budgetary allocation artificially suppresses
demand, an issue highlighted in a Parliamentary Standing Committee report tabled in
February 2024.

frenfag 3R FFAT AT § o FH T IdeT § AR FAA FT F qaOS A 8
58 wadl 2024 # veqd T Turh wfAfa i RAEH 3emr fmar

e The report emphasized that shortages at the Budget Estimate stage affect timely
wage release and material payments, impacting the scheme’s progress.

RAIE & dram s/ & a6 FFAT o7 W Fl § Folqd AR THA st T
W G g T, [l et v gt genfad g g

e The Committee noted that fund shortages are a major obstacle to the smooth
implementation of MGNREGA.

TIATT o gl o B3 AT FH AAWN A JaE &7 F AN S A F&T qUTE|
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[GS Paper IlI: India as a Republic |
Republican journey
The President of India should stay clear

of partisan political discourse

l n her customary address to the nation on

the eve of the 76th Republic Day, the Presi-

dent of India, Droupadi Murmu, said that
the Constitution has become a living document
due to the millennia-old civic virtues of the coun-
try. Ms. Murmu also paid tribute to Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar, who chaired the Drafting Committee,
and other members of the Constituent Assembly,
who created a document that would guide the
country’s progress. Connecting India’s journey as
a modern Republic to its heritage, the President
said the constitutional values of justice, liberty,
equality, and fraternity have always been a part
of India’s civilisation. Sceptics who doubted In-
dia’s prospects at the time of Independence have
been proven wrong due to these inherent
strengths of the country. The President highlight-
ed the representative character of the Consti-
tuent Assembly, whose members were drawn
from every part of, and communities in, the
country, including 15 women. While women’s
equality was at that time only a distant ideal in
much of the world, Indian women were contri-
buting to shaping the nation’s destiny, she noted.
Reflecting on the progress over 75 years, Ms. Mur-
mu commended the Union government’s efforts
to move past the relics of the colonial era, partic-
ularly the “audacity of vision” of replacing colo-
nial-era criminal laws with three new laws rooted
in Indian traditions of jurisprudence.

The President strongly advocated the contro-
versial proposal for simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies as a means to re-
define good governance. The draft Bill on simul-
taneous elections, introduced by the Narendra
Modi government, is under review by a joint
committee of Parliament. The President waded
into the debate with the argument that synchro-
nised elections would promote consistency in go-
vernance, prevent policy paralysis, mitigate re-
source diversion, and reduce financial burdens.
It is a contentious topic and Opposition parties
that are a part of the Indian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance have opposed the plan
on the ground that it violates the basic structure
of the Constitution and undermines federalism.
Not surprisingly, Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge has alleged that there is a “tendency” to
impose a “One Nation, One Party” agenda by un-
dermining the Opposition. The President could
have stayed clear of this topic. The government
will need to tread carefully to ensure that the
First Citizen is not drawn into what is essentially a
partisan political debate. Unity without uniformi-
ty is key to a more perfect union. And Republic
Day is as good as any other day to reiterate that.
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Republican journey

Rafesssr am=T

o President Droupadi Murmu’s Address on the Eve of
the 76th Republic Day

Tregafer ghadt 73] F1 769 oA REw i qF FEAr W HaErT
o The Constitution as a living document

The President stated that the Constitution has become a living
document due to India’s millennia-old civic virtues.

Tsgafdl o gl foh TN R 1 WeHTieadl qUET ARTRE

WA & HROT Sfad gFddsr a7 9137 &

. Tribute to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and the Constituent
Assembly

Ms. Murmu paid tribute to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and other members
of the Constituent Assembly, highlighting their contribution in
creating a document guiding the nation’s progress.

Tseufa o o1, shieie 3dsae 3R TRy T F 3 deear ar
SEETSITer &, [oiegiel G2 T YaTTl I ANIGLT el alel GEAd
1 AT R

o India’s constitutional values and heritage

She emphasized that justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, the
core constitutional values, have always been part of India’s
civilisation.

oAt T REAT §, gA W ARAT wogar &1 Fear @ 2

. Representative character of the Constituent Assembly
The President highlighted that the Constituent Assembly
included members from every region and community of India,
including 15 women.

Teeafd & garn for @i @A oRd S e 8T 3R wEE S
LT A &, TS 15 Afgame ot i)

Progress over 75 Years

75 aust & gerfa

. Role of women in shaping India

Ms. Murmu noted that Indian women, even at a time when gender
equality was a distant ideal globally, significantly contributed to
shaping the nation.
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Tsgafd o gl & Sid gfaar & Al FArTar vk gy i1 weder ot e o sl
Afgamsit 2 Usg AT F FAgcaquT AT e

Moving past colonial relics
She commended the government’s vision in replacing colonial-era criminal laws with
new laws rooted in Indian traditions of jurisprudence.

3giet ARARF o & MUfRF FEE! H ARAT AR WO )3
AT FefeAl & deelel & [T AR & TIOEHIOT T TG |

Advocacy for Simultaneous Elections

UF WY ToATa & q&T A

Proposal for simultaneous elections
The President supported the controversial proposal for simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies as a step towards good governance.

Teeafd o eeras 3R s Rt & v vE @ gamEt & Raede sede

I GRATH F1 {2 H T dheH darr|

Draft Bill under review
The draft Bill on simultaneous elections, introduced by the Narendra Modi government,
is currently under review by a joint committee of Parliament.

Mg AN FIHR @RI U7 FohaT 9707 T {1 Foarat R AT e hoigrer awe
TYFA ARSI FAET & d@d &
Benefits of synchronised elections

She argued that synchronised elections would ensure consistency in governance,
prevent policy paralysis, and reduce financial burdens.

3egie deh e fon Haehiferen Yoira amweT & FRar giafRaa &3, difaesra afader
Qahar 3R o der & 7

Opposition to the Proposal
gEdTT &1 AAqer

Opposition from I.N.D.LLA. alliance

Opposition parties, under the Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance
(ILN.D.I.A.), opposed the proposal, calling it a violation of the Constitution’s federal
structure.

SR AU STATHEH AT FHAAH (LN.D.LA) & ded fauel gaff & 30
meﬂmgsﬁdﬁwaﬁmmmmml
Congress’ response

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge alleged that the move reflects a tendency to
impose a “One Nation, One Party” agenda.

HIAH IETLT AfeaTdTolsT W o IR HAT & Tg Fed “TF USE, T Gl TAST
Ao 1 ygfer @ gefar g
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Call for Unity without Uniformity
fafaerar & var i sraegwar

o Reiterating unity
The President emphasized that unity without uniformity is essential for creating a
more perfect union, and Republic Day is a fitting occasion to reiterate this value.

[GS Paper II: India-Indonesia |

. - .
India with Indonesia
The two Asian nations must now build
on their historic ties
l ndonesian President Prabowo Subianto’s vi-

sit to India, as chief guest at the Republic Day
parade, was replete with the symbolism of
historically important ties between the two coun-
tries, albeit short on concrete outcomes. India
and Indonesia’s ancient ties, that rest on trade
and travel to the spread of an adapted form of Ja-
vanese Hinduism, as well as the use of Vedic
scriptures and Sanskrit works, have given the two
countries a formidable engagement. In the pre-
vious century, it was their solidarity against im-
perialism, which led to independent India’s sup-
port to Indonesian leaders fighting Dutch
colonialism, with Prime Minister Jawaharlal Neh-
ru banning Dutch overflights and sending Indian
planes to evacuate the Indonesian Prime Minister
and Vice President — in an article in The Hindu on
January 5, 1950, Indonesia’s first President, Su-
karno, wrote about Indonesia’s gratitude. Next,
India and Indonesia were united by their aver-
sion to great power politics. They supported the
creation of the non-aligned movement (NAM),
beginning with the Bandung Conference. Ties
were also forged by their innate similarities as
two Asian nations that dominated South Asia and
South-East Asia by size. Both were countries
where large religious majorities practised tole-
rance towards sizable minorities, as well as eco-
nomic powerhouses committed to an equitable
development of their large populations. In the re-
cent past, ties have been spurred by common
concerns over western sanctions after the start of
the Ukraine war, U.S.-China rivalry and China’s
aggression in the Indo-Pacific, worries over
“food, fertilizer and fuel” security and a weaken-
ing multilateral order. Their efforts to forge con-
sensus at the G-20 summits in Bali (2022) and Del-
hi (2023), will now be put to further use as
Indonesia has joined BRICS. In that sense, Mr.
Subianto’s visit, in the 75th year of bilateral ties, is
a full circle: from Bandung to an enlarged BRICS.
Given the historical, strategic and geopolitical
importance of relations, the announcements
were more modest than expected. There were
five MoUs in health, traditional medicine, mari-
time security, digital development and cultural
cooperation and the joint statement referred to
strengthening defence cooperation. However, no
specific progress was announced on the sale of
India’s Brahmos missile, or on the Sabang port
project and Aceh-Andamans connectivity initia-
tives. The joint statement was also pointedly non-
committal on their world view, despite their simi-
lar positions on recent geopolitical conflicts, and
initiatives to engage the Trump administration
and China. India’s Republic Day invitation and
Mr. Subianto’s visit, fresh in his presidential term,
are, however, an important statement for both
capitals to make. There is the impetus for the two
Asian powers to forge the next phase in their ties.
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India with Indonesia

R 3 SRR

e Symbolism of India-Indonesia Relations

Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto visited India as the chief guest
at the Republic Day parade, symbolizing the historic ties between the
two nations.

SSTRIAT & Tregufal yaat R s R & el famar 3K e Raw
W3 & AET Ffafy oo, S QA et & Wagfde waut & g B

e Historical Roots

India and Indonesia share ancient ties based on trade, travel, and the
spread of Javanese Hinduism, including the use of Vedic scriptures and
Sanskrit works.

AR 3R SRR & U Hee SR, AET 3R SrEE g et gar
W Rd g, o e arel 3R @ ga [ # dAeE B

India’s Support During Indonesian Independence

FNARAE Faaaar F R IRT FT FHGT

e Nehru’s Role in Indonesian Independence

During Indonesia’s fight against Dutch colonialism, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru banned Dutch overflights and provided Indian planes
to evacuate Indonesian leaders.

TUTAHAT TATEIATT AGE o SSIATAAT ST 37 3 ATAARF A & Teh
W8S H 3T MaFased R Afdey emar 3R SRS Adnsit &
HeTerer & foT IRdT AT #7)

o Sukarno’s Acknowledgment
In a January 5, 1950 article in The Hindu, Indonesia’s first President
Sukarno expressed gratitude towards India for its support.

SSATAAT & Ugel TSeUT Gehvif o & Bgeh 5 Siefadl, 1950 & o H R
& TAYA & T IHR cgerd fha|
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Shared Ideals and Non-Aligned Movement

qreT Jmeet AR efacdar e

Bandung Conference and NAM

India and Indonesia were united in their opposition to great power politics and
contributed to the creation of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), starting with the
Bandung Conference.

AR 3R SR o FgrrfFa TerEfa @ oty far 3K efawdar smees (NAM)
& fAATOT 7 AMarerer G, THEhr Yo qiger FFAeT & g3

Religious and Economic Parallels
Both nations share similarities as Asian powerhouses, with religious majorities
practicing tolerance towards minorities and a focus on equitable development.

gl ST H FAGAY &, S8 o6 F TR #grer@aan ¢, sieT mffs gaess wes
FETHETHI & Ui AlEST] § 3R AT v e Hfea &

Modern Geopolitical Cooperation

IMYfAS rSTeAlfch FEAIT

Common Concerns
Shared concerns include U.S.-Chinarivalry, China’s aggression in the Indo-Pacific,
and food, fertilizer, and fuel security following the Ukraine war.

ars Rant 7 3ARE-Der afaeaefaan, fe-gana & @ie Fr smrwEan, 3R g
e & 916 Wi, 38 3R $uer gt A gl
G-20 Summits and BRICS

Both nations worked together to forge consensus at the G-20 summits in Bali (2022)
and Delhi (2023). Indonesia has now joined BRICS, enhancing bilateral cooperation.

gl ol ¥ aTelt (2022) 3R feelt (2023) 7 G-20 FFAAET F gAY 9= & AT
T fham| g3t 319 foew & enfaer g 9 g, Sad gfavsfa @gaer 3k
HTI §3T &l

Modest Announcements Despite Historical Ties

agRs waul & arasg Wifaa oo

MoUs Signed
Five Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) were signed in areas like health, maritime
security, digital development, and cultural cooperation.

Tareey, afes g, Bfves R, 3k arepfas wedier oia aEt § o gaetar
AT (MoUs) IR gEATeR fhT v

Unaddressed Projects
No progress was announced on critical projects such as the Sabang port project,
Aceh-Andamans connectivity, or the sale of India’s BrahMos missile.
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Significance of the Visit
gTET Sl Hged

e Strengthening Strategic Ties
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto’s visit during the 75th year of bilateral ties
reflects the importance of India-Indonesia relations.

geImfATS Tregutel wataY glaiar S arr, gfavefr @9t F 758 a¥ 7, sRa-gsmfRan
el & FAgcd H AT g

e Future Impetus
This visit provides impetus for both countries to strengthen their ties and define the next
phase of their relationship.

g AT GloAl SRAT T 3Tl HIT T FAoTed el T 3eTeh 3T AT I TREATVA
A & fow aRT F &

BRICS

e It now includes nine countries: Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the UAE, with Indonesia officially joining in 2025.

e BRICS is an intergovernmental organization comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). This bloc represents a significant portion of the world's population and
emerging economies.

e BRICS is considered an alternative to the G7, the group of seven advanced
economies (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the
United States).

o As of 2024, the BRICS+ model includes new members such as Egypt, Ethiopia,
UAE, and Indonesia, signaling its expansion. This growth illustrates the organization's
ambition to reshape the global economic order.

Formation and Evolution:

e The term BRIC was first coined in 2001 by Jim O'Neill, a Goldman Sachs economist,
to highlight the investment opportunities in these rapidly growing economies.

e The original BRIC nations—Brazil, Russia, India, and China—nheld their first summit
in Yekaterinburg, Russia, in 2009, which marked the formal beginning of the BRIC
cooperation.

e The group expanded in 2010 with South Africa joining and the bloc was renamed
BRICS.
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e The first meeting of all five members took place during the 2011 summit in Sanya,
China.

Historical Timeline and Key Events:

e 2006: The foreign ministers of Brazil, Russia, India, and China met in New York during
the UN General Assembly, marking the start of diplomatic collaboration.

e 2009: The first BRIC summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia, where the group
discussed global economic issues, including the reform of global financial institutions
and the need for a new reserve currency to challenge the dominance of the US Dollar.

e 2010: South Africa officially joined BRIC, prompting the name change to BRICS. This
represented the bloc’s widening influence and its interest in including African
perspectives in global governance.

e 2013: The group announced plans to establish a New Development Bank (NDB) to
challenge Western-dominated institutions like the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

e 2014: The New Development Bank was formally launched during the Fortaleza
summit. This was a landmark step in creating a parallel financial infrastructure.

Key Institutions and Initiatives:

e New Development Bank (NDB):

o The NDB was created to provide financial support to infrastructure projects in
developing countries.

o ltis headquartered in Shanghai, China and has grown into one of the most
prominent institutions of BRICS.

o The bank aims to enhance cooperation among BRICS countries and other
developing nations by providing financial assistance for sustainable
development projects.

o The NDB was established with an initial capital of $100 billion.

e BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA):

o The CRA is a pool of foreign currencies designed to provide protection against
global financial instability.

o It serves as an emergency fund for BRICS members facing balance-of-
payments issues.

¢ BRICS Pay:

o A payment system that facilitates transactions among BRICS nations without

depending on Western systems like SWIFT.
e BRICS Basket Reserve Currency:

o The BRICS countries have explored the possibility of creating a reserve
currency to reduce reliance on the US Dollar and Euro.

o Though still in early stages, this proposal reflects the growing ambition of
BRICS nations to assert their influence in global finance.

Recent Developments and Expansion:

e 2024 BRICS Summit:
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o lran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and UAE joined the group, making it the first time that
all member countries from Africa and the Middle East were represented at a
summit.

o Indonesia officially joined BRICS in early 2025, becoming the first Southeast
Asian member.

Criticism and Challenges:

e Western Criticism: Some analysts view BRICS as a challenge to the G7's dominance
in global economic affairs. However, there are also criticisms of BRICS being an
alliance of countries with diverse political and economic systems, which may hinder
deep cooperation.

o Internal Disagreements: Despite shared economic interests, member countries often
have differing priorities, especially in terms of trade, security, and governance.

e Geopolitical Dynamics: The group’s future depends on the ability of the members to
overcome internal conflicts, especially concerning global governance and policy
coherence.

Impact and Influence:

e Global Economic Influence: BRICS represents nearly half of the world’s population
and a significant share of global GDP, which gives the group leverage in international
affairs.

o Alternative to Western Institutions: The BRICS group has created alternative
institutions like the NDB and the CRA to challenge the dominance of the IMF and
World Bank, which are seen as reflecting the interests of Western powers.
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An enduring commitment to the Indo-Pacific

|GS Paper II: Indo-Pacific

he inauguration of
Donald Trump as the
47th President of the
United States marks an
unparalleled comeback in
American political history. It also
signals a vital moment in global
geopolitics, particularly for the
Indo-Pacific region. During his
first term, Mr. Trump redefined
U.S. engagement in the
Indo-Pacific. As he embarks on his
second term, expectations of a
more assertive U.S. security
posture and strengthened
alliances are high. The presence of
the foreign ministers from India,
Japan, and Australia — America’s
key Quad partners — at the
inauguration underscores the
strategic importance of this
grouping in Mr. Trump’s foreign
policy vision. With the
Indo-Pacific being central to U.Ss
strategic priorities, Trump 2.0
signals a renewed focus on
deepening defence, economic,
and technological cooperation
with ‘like-minded’ nations to
address persisting and emerging
challenges, while ensuring
regional stability.

Importance of Indo-Pacific

Mr. Trump’s first term marked a
pivotal shift in Washington’s
approach to this region, redefining
the strategic landscape in three
ways. First, under Trump’s
leadership, the U.S. adopted the
term ‘Indo-Pacific’, replacing the
previously favoured ‘Asia-Pacific’,
which reflected a recalibration of
the geopolitical lens, moving
beyond a focus solely on East Asia
and the Pacific Rim to encompass
a wider area critical for global
trade, security, and strategic
stability. The term expanded the
geographic focus to include the
Indian Ocean, emphasising the
importance of securing sea lines of
communication, addressing
maritime challenges, and
underscoring the U.S.’s intent to
counterbalance China’s growing
influence. The Indo-Pacific
expanded the strategic narrative,
integrating defence, security, and
political considerations alongside
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Under the new
Trump
administration,
the Indo-Pacific
is likely to
regain
prominence but
with a sharper
focus on hard
power dynamics

economic cooperation.

Second, there were structural
changes in the U.S. defence and
security framework, including the
renaming of the U.S. Pacific
Command as the U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command in 2018, reflecting the
operational import accorded to
the Indo-Pacific. The Office of the
Secretary of Defence was
reorganised to establish
specialised units focusing on
Indo-Pacific allies and partners.

Third, the revival of the Quad
underscored the Trump
administration’s recognition of the
Indo-Pacific as the fulcrum of 21st
century geopolitics, reflecting a
pragmatic convergence of
interests among its members. The
U.S. provided a robust push to
institutionalise the grouping. The
Trump administration elevated
the Quad dialogue to the
ministerial level, laying the
groundwork for deeper
collaboration in maritime security,
supply chain resilience, and
technological standards.

The Joe Biden administration
inherited the Indo-Pacific
framework and maintained its
strategic centrality. Mr. Biden
elevated the Quad further by
convening the first-ever Quad
leaders’ summit in 2021, marking a
significant institutional leap. He
emphasised multilateralism and
sought to broaden the Quad’s
agenda by initiating collaboration
on vaccines, climate change,
critical technologies, and
infrastructure development. He
also introduced the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework in 2022,
complementing the strategic focus
with economic engagement. The
emphasis on a rules-based order
and inclusive development in the
Indo-Pacific aligned the Quad’s
mission with broader global
governance goals.

Prospects in Trump 2.0

The bipartisan consensus on the
Indo-Pacific’s importance ensures
continuity in U.S. engagement.
While Mr. Trump could take a
more assertive stance against
China, his reliance on India,
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Japan, and Australia to share the
burden of regional security would
remain and likely be
strengthened.

The new administration’s first
major foreign policy initiative was
a meeting of the Quad foreign
ministers on January 21. At his
confirmation hearing, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Marco Rubio,
characterised China as the most
formidable adversary the U.S. has
faced, noting that the challenges
prompting the Quad’s revival
under Mr. Trump have intensified.
This was the administration’s first
significant engagement with
foreign leaders. All four members
reaffirmed Washington’s
unwavering commitment to the
Indo-Pacific region while also
setting the stage for this year’s
Quad Summit early in the Trump
Presidency. Mr. Rubio also met
with the three Quad foreign
ministers separately with India
being the first bilateral meeting.

A joint statement released after
the meeting emphasised the
importance of international law,
peace, stability, and maritime
security for regional prosperity
while opposing unilateral actions
to alter the status quo through
force or coercion. It also
highlighted the dedication to
enhancing regional maritime,
economic, and technological
security, alongside promoting
resilient and reliable supply
chains. The members agreed to
hold regular ministerial meetings
and prepare for a leaders’ summit
to be hosted by India.

Under the new Trump
administration, the Indo-Pacific is
likely to retain prominence but
with a sharper focus on hard
power dynamics. The Indo-Pacific
has changed since Mr. Trump’s
last term in office, and so have the
priorities that would influence the
President’s approach this time. It
is likely that alongside boosting
security-related frameworks, Mr.
Trump may also bolster
mechanisms that have a broader
and more diverse agenda so long
as they serve to preserve the
existing rules-based order.
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An enduring commitment to the Indo-Pacific

Rg-werid 87 & 9 vw TRl wReeya

Historic Comeback
Donald Trump’s inauguration as the 47th President of the United States marks an
unparalleled comeback in American political history.

3ATes €T o WIFd s AN F 473 Tsgufad & &I # A9Y TGO IARH
Totelife ST # refaqd aradt &1 goifar &

Global Geopolitical Importance
His inauguration signals a vital moment for global geopolitics, particularly for the Indo-
Pacific region.

3T AIY IEUT AR HSEAT, FaT ®T & Rg-wenid &9 & AT v Ageayur aor
T geltar gl

Quad Partners at Inauguration
The presence of foreign ministers from India, Japan, and Australia — key Quad
members — at the event highlights the strategic importance of this grouping.

$H ST # #Ra, ST 3R e & fader At i 3ufRufa s@ g #
OTfas FAgar & g2 Bl

Indo-Pacific: Strategic Importance Under Trump

Rg-gena: €T & dgd WHIfas Agead

Redefining ‘Indo-Pacific’
During his first term, Donald Trump replaced the term ‘Asia-Pacific’ with ‘Indo-Pacific’,
expanding the strategic focus to include the Indian Ocean alongside East Asia.

39T Ugel FRIFIA H, SiATes ¢T o ‘TRIAT-YT e T ‘Fe-venad’ & seo e, foad
YT €Tl SR HFAPR 3R el TRIAT gt & hfad g3

Countering China’s Influence
This shift aimed to counter China’s growing influence, secure sea lines of
communication, and address maritime challenges.

SH JCold 1 36T AN & TG THTT T HFEAT Fell, GHAl FAR ATBAT 1 FIaTd
T 3R TS YA T AT T AT

Structural Changes in U.S. Defence Policy
IARS W Aifa # aEacAs I

Renaming of Commands
In 2018, the U.S. Pacific Command was renamed the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command,
reflecting the operational significance of the region.

2018 #, 3. vw. ¥fAfw FaATE 1 A7 oI Z.vw. $N-ARAF Fars H 7T a1,
o a@ &7 &1 qR=elel HgaT I ariTar IT|
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Specialised Defence Units
The Office of the Secretary of Defence reorganized to include specialised units focusing
on Indo-Pacific allies and partners.

6Tl T & HRATET H gASd A e-gend wenfat ik agiert ) e Sfed
F aTell AAY SHEAT T8 TS|

Revival and Institutionalisation of Quad
FATS FT TATeUR AR FEARTT T &l

Quad as Geopolitical Fulcrum
The Trump administration revived the Quad, recognising the Indo-Pacific as the fulcrum
of 21st-century geopolitics.

<Y TRITE o 478 1 Gefoiiide foham 3R Rg-wera sr 21dt T v 7Tl @ g

HTeT|

Elevated Quad Dialogue

The Quad dialogue was elevated to the ministerial level, paving the way for deeper
collaboration in maritime security, supply chain resilience, and technological
standards.

FaTS Halg I FHAFANT T W o ST 3147, TTad WA F&Tl, ¥ears 9 ar<fiemye,
3R Al AR H e TEANIT F AT GRET 3T

Joe Biden Administration’s Indo-Pacific Framework
ST AISSTA WA HT Be-vea arm

Continuation of Indo-Pacific Focus
The Joe Biden administration inherited the Indo-Pacific framework and maintained
its strategic centrality in U.S. foreign policy.

S SIF3A A o g-gea e FI 39arar AR 38 ARG Ager Afa 7 wefaw
Higaar samw @
Quad Leaders’ Summit

In 2021, Mr. Biden convened the first-ever Quad leaders’ summit, marking a
significant institutional leap for the Quad.

2021 &, &1 953 o YgeT Fd1S AdI3AT T RN@T FFEAAT JATST R, S Fa18 &

T v HgcaquT FEAeTd werfa T

Expanded Quad Agenda

The Biden administration broadened the Quad'’s focus to include vaccines, climate
change, critical technologies, and infrastructure development.

qIgS AT =¥ Fa18 & Tols I fITAR XA §U s i, STerary qRaci, vo@
dFeltd R IrawTaar R Hr S

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (2022)
In 2022, Mr. Biden introduced the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, complementing
the strategic focus with economic engagement.
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2022 3, A 9153 A Rg-gaia e o A gesnd H, S wenfdw earT wr nfE
HIMERY & ST B

Emphasis on Global Governance Goals
The Quad aligned its mission with rules-based order and inclusive development,
reflecting broader global governance objectives.

Fa1s o 3 AU F ATH-3menRT sgaeur 3R gERed Rem s g Ser S
g9 df¥ges e I8t S gATaT gl

Prospects in Trump 2.0
Y 2.0 H HHIGAT

Bipartisan Consensus on Indo-Pacific
A bipartisan consensus on the Indo-Pacific’s importance ensures continuity in U.S.
engagement in the region.

Rg-geriar & Agead W gRgay wgafa a7 & 3ARA smefiard H foierar gakeaa
A Bl
More Assertive Stance Against China

Donald Trump is expected to take a more assertive stance against China, while
strengthening reliance on India, Japan, and Australia for regional security.

Siles €0 A AT F s HAF IrFHF 3@ N9 3N & e & v aRa,
ST 3R SR R fAIRar 1 Aolgg w3 B

First Foreign Policy Initiative
The administration’s first major foreign policy initiative was a Quad foreign
ministers’ meeting on January 21, 2025.

TRITET T Ugell d39Y fager Afa uger 21 seradl 2025 1 Fare fager AfAY i do= o)

Marco Rubio’s Confirmation Hearing
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio characterised China as the most formidable
adversary the U.S. has faced.

AR s s AT Y T A IR T TR AR TRaE I

e

Joint Statement Highlights
The joint statement after the Quad meeting emphasised:

% & 91 @Y A A PFFafaf@d w SR e o
o Importance of international law, peace, stability, and maritime security.
HARSERT e, Aif, R 3R wad qeaw 1 Fgea|
o Opposition to unilateral actions altering the status quo through force or
coercion.

I AT a9 & ATEIH T JATTEATT Sl aTel ThdIBT FIAT 1 fae|

Commitment to Regional Cooperation
Members pledged to enhance regional maritime, economic, and technological
security while ensuring resilient supply chains.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

HeEdt o 8 wepdl, anfdw i awehed FeaT F Soe 3N ool 3mqfel sf@enai A
AT &= @ arer )

Quad Leaders’ Summit Hosted by India
The members agreed to hold regular ministerial meetings and prepare for a Quad
leaders’ summit to be hosted by India.

TeHl o afAT #AEaT dod RS #¥e 3R $IRA GaRT ASTaTsil fhU S drel
FaIs AT F AW FFEAAT I AR W FqgATT g

Evolving Indo-Pacific Priorities Under Trump 2.0

TY 2.0 % dgd dgadt Rg-gaia wafAFae

Focus on Hard Power Dynamics
The Trump administration is expected to focus on hard power dynamics while retaining
the Indo-Pacific’s strategic prominence.

Y YRITET o g1 9Ta¥ STAFE 9T €1 higd el 3R Re-gana &1 wefas
GHEAT AT @A FT 37 B

Broader Agenda Mechanisms
Trump 2.0 may bolster frameworks with a broader and diverse agenda so long as they
preserve the rules-based order.

<Y 2.0 HHAT: ATaF 3R AR weis arer it A A FE, 99 d fF 3 -
IR SITEYT FH FA0 1@ B
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Should Governors head State universities?

The Governor’s role as Chancellor of State universities has become politicised, undermining university autonomy and causing governance issues, especially in

States with Opposition-led governments: various reform models have been proposed to reduce political interference and improve university administration

[GS Paper II: Center-State Relation |

LETTER & SPIRIT

K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty

he role of the Governor as

Chancellor of State universities

is a subject of intense debate. It

is often misconstrued as a
post-Independence measure to safeguard
universities against political interference.
This role has not been assigned to the
Governor by the Constitution of India but
by State university laws. Inherited from
British colonial rule, it was designed to
restrict university autonomy rather than
promote it.

In 1857, the British established the first
three universities in Calcutta, Bombay,
and Madras, appointing Governors of the
respective presidencies as their ex-officio
Chancellors to maintain direct control. As
Chancellor, the Governor became the
head of the university and was granted
powers such as appointing
Vice-Chancellors, nominating members to
university bodies like the Syndicate,
approving delegated legislation under the
university law, and presiding over
convocations. Unfortunately, this model
of “Governor as Chancellor” was adopted
wholesale for State universities even after

dence, without ing its

q

relevance in a democratic and federal
context.

otherwise. The Supreme Court
has upheld this distinction. This has
enabled Governors to bypass ministerial
advice in critical university matters like

GETTY IMAGES

even the awarding of degrees.

Many Governors lack the academic
qualifications or experience necessary to
effectively guide educational institutions.
They tend to rely on limited,
non- (nmp'lrenl advice, leading to
decisions.

A politicised office appomnng Vice Chancel]ors nominating
Initially, from 1947 to 1967, the domis e to l)0d|e<, and
of the Congress party at both the Centre approving subordmale isl.

and State levels ensured that Governors
remained ceremonial figures, with Chief
Ministers wielding real power.
Consequently, there was little impetus to
amend the colonial-era provision of
“Governor as Chancellor.”

However, the political landscape
changed after 1967 when several States
were ruled by parties other than the
ruling party or coalition at the Centre.
Governors increasingly transformed from
neutral constitutional functionaries to
political instruments of the Central
government. This change saw them
asserting control over university affairs,
which often resulted in clashes with State
governments. Efforts to amend university
laws for change of Chancellor faced
roadblocks, as Governors either delayed
approving such amendments or referred
them to the President. Only a few States

particularly in Opposition-ruled States.

Governor and the President

Despite similar legal frameworks, a stark
contrast exists between the Governor's
role as Chancellor of State universities
and the President’s role as Visitor of
Central universities. The key difference is
the level of consultation and legislative
oversight.

The President maintains a cordial
relationship with the Centre. He functions
through the Ministry of Education and
consults with it for appointments of
Vice-Chancellors, nomination of
members to university bodies, and
approval of ‘statutes’ (a type of delegated
legislation under the university law).
Central university laws require the
statutes, along with other types of
delegated legislation called ‘ordinances’

succeeded in getting the dment:
passed.

Even the Centre’s First Administrative
Reforms Commission (1966-77) criticised
lhe polmcrsanon of lhc Governor’s orhce,

the 2 of d

and lations’, to be laid before the
Parliament.

In contrast, the Governor acts
unilaterally while performing similar
funcnuns for State universities, often
ing the State’s Ministry of Higher

politicians, which eroded the office’s
dignity. The Sarkaria Commission
(1983-88) on Centre-State Relations,
revealed that over 60% of Governors had
been active politicians, many of them
immediately before their appointment,
with quality declining steeply after the
Nehru era. Professor Ashok Pankaj’s
study (1950-2015) found that 52% of
Governors were politicians, 26% were
retired bureaucrats, and only 22% hailed
from academia, the judiciary, or the
armed forces. It highlighted a growing
trend of appointing Governors based on
political loyalty, undermining the office’s
credibility and exacerbating its misuse.

Governor’s dual role

Constitutionally, a Governor’s powers are
divided into two categories: those
exercised as Governor, where he is bound
to act on the advice of the Council of
Ministers as per Article 163(1), and those
conferred by statutes, such as the role of
Chancellor of State universities, where he
can act at his discretion, independent of
ministerial advice, unless the statute

Education entirely, particularly in
Opposition-ruled States. State University
laws do not mandate laying delegated
legislation — statutes, ordinances, and

a ~ before the Legisl: . This
is a significant flaw rooted in the
continuation of colonial-era practices.

Existing challenges

The persistence of the “Governor as
Chancellor” model has caused numerous
problems in the governance of State
universities.

While State governments fund these
universities, Governors wield substantial
power without corresponding
accountability. This creates a dual
authority system, forcing university
leadership to serve two masters, often
with conflicting demands.

Disagreements between Governors and
State governments, particularly in
Opposition-ruled States, lead to delays in
appointing Vice-Chancellors, causing
administrative paralysis. These delays
affect areas such as the appointment of
staff, the implementation of projects, and

Rather than insulating universities
from politics, some Governors exacerbate
political interference, often prioritising
the Centre’s political agenda over the
universities” autonomy and interests.

Allowing Governors — appointed by the
Centre — to control State institutions
compromises the principle of federalism.
State universities should be fully
accountable to elected State governments.

global best practices, envisions the
Chancellor as an eminent public figure
who provides ceremonial leadership,
presides over convocations, acts as an w.
institutional ambassador, and has no
executive authority. Universities in the
U.K., from whom we borrowed the
concept of Chancellor, exemplify this
model. There are several ways to amend
State university laws to implement this
reform: The Governor as Ceremonial
Chancellor model removes the Governor’s
discretionary powers, mandating him to
act on the advice of the State Council of
Ministers in university matters. Gujarat
(1978), Karnataka (2000), and
Maharashtra (2021) have adopted

THE GIST

The Governor’s role as
Chancellor of State universities
has led to political interference
and diminished university
autonomy, particularly in
Opposition-ruled States.

v

Over the years, Governors have
increasingly become political
appointees, undermining the
credibility of the office and
exacerbating conflicts between

variations of this approach. State governments and the
In the Chief Minister as Chancellor Centre.
model, critics argue that a ceremonial -

role does not suit a powerful political
figure like the Chief Minister. West Bengal
and Punjab passed Bills in 2023 to adopt
this system, but they await Presidential
assent. In a variation, Tamil Nadu passed
a Bill in 2022 substituting ‘Government’
for ‘Chancellor’. It also awaits Presidential
assent.

The State-appointed Chancellor model,
implemented in Telangana in 2015, has
the State government appoint a
ceremonial Chancellor. A similar Bill was
passed by Kerala in 2022, but it is still
awaiting Presidential assent. The Kerala
Bill specifies that the appointee should be
an eminent academician or public figure.

The Chancellor elected by the
University Bodies model empowers
university bodies and alumni to elect a
ceremonial Chancellor as in Oxford,
Cambridge and Edinburgh universities.

In the Chancellor appointed by the
University’s Executive Council model,
several universities in the U.K.
(Blrmmgham), Canada (McGill) and

Ibourne) appoint ¢
Chancellors through their Executive
Council or Board of Governors, following
transparent selection processes.

Among these, the State-appointed

Various commissions have
recommended reforms such as
appointing academics or public
personalities as Chancellors to
preserve university autonomy
and reduce political influence.

Insights fmm Commissions Chancellor model is the most practical for
Various ¢ ions have ined the India, provided the a s are
Governor’s role as Chancellor and distinguished academicians or public

proposed reforms. The Rajamannar

Cc i (1969-71) on Centre-Stat
relations, appointed by the Government
of Tamil Nadu, argued that the Governor’s
statutory functions are included within
the meaning of ‘functions’ under Article
163(1). So, the Governor should perform
his statutory functions as Chancellor also
on the advice of the State government.
However, the Supreme Court has not
upheld this interpretation.

The Sarkaria Commission (1983-88) on
Centre-State relations, recognised that the
Governor’s role as Chancellor is statutory,
not constitutional, and must be defined
by State laws. It recommended that
Governors consult with Chief Ministers
while retaining independent judgment in

figures, excluding politicians. The
M.M.Punchhi Commission had
recommended it.

Dismantling a colonial legacy
Reforming State universities in India
demands a careful balance of key
principles: ensuring accountability to
elected State governments, minimising
political interference, promoting
institutional self-governance, and
fostering academic freedom and
excellence. The vital first step is divesting
the Governor of his colonial-era role as
Chancellor.

While States like Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and Maharashtra have
implemented reforms, others such as

university matters. Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, and
The National Commission to Review Punjdb law indefinite delays in obtaining
the Working of the C ] assent for their proposed
(2000-02), headed by Justice M.N. changv:s This disparity underscores the
Venkatachaliah, advocated for political need for impartial treatment by the

neutrality, a clearer definition of the
Chancellor’s functions, a supportive
rather than authoritative role, and greater
university autonomy.
‘The M.M.Punchhi C

President and Government of India.
There is no valid reason for withholding
approval of the pending Bills and
resolving such matters through the
Court under Article 131 should

(2007-10) on Centre-State relations
recommended that (he (.ovemor focus on

be avoided. The Centre should facilitate
progressive reforms that seek to
e le colonial vl

constitutional resp
statutory roles like that of Chancellor t
preserve the dignity of the office. It
suggested that States appoint eminent
academics or experts as Chancellors to
ensure academic independence and
prevent conflicts.

Alternative models
‘The ideal Chancellor model, based on

structures, guide States towards aligning
their university governance models with
global best practices, and enable
universities to focus on academic
excellence free from political
entanglements.

The author is a retired IAS officer and a
former Vice-Chancellor of the Indian
Maritime University, Chennai
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Should Governors Head State universities?

FIT qsA9Tel A T Aeafdegreat 1 yq@ sa«r aifye?

The Governor’s role as Chancellor of State universities has become politicised,
undermining university autonomy and causing governance issues, especially in
States with Opposition-led governments: various reform models have been

proposed to reduce political interference and improve university administration

=7 feafigamerl & Feonfiufy & & & Tsawd i qfFH Toefas @ T
@ Reafaare i Faaar 7 & @ ¢ 3R awe Faet gaew 37 8@ @ E
G 34 Todl # g1 RA9er & Aqed arell TaR §: Toeifas geasld &1 &
L AR Reafrggrey wamae & gur & fav RAffes gur asa gwafda e g
gl

Role of the Governor as Chancellor of State Universities

Tea faeafdereat & Farfaufa & w0 F vsaaar A qfFAFT

e Misconception About Governor's Role
The role of the Governor as Chancellor of State universities is often misconstrued as a
post-Independence safeguard against political interference.

Ty faeafdereral # Fenftdia & &9 # ToqdTer T H{HST A1 HFE FaaTam &
MG TTeAlfdeh EETRT & GI&T & & H el FHHAT STl ¢

e This role is not assigned by the Constitution but by State university laws, which
were inherited from British colonial rule.

fafeer stafafe areer & gred g

Historical Background of Governor as Chancellor

Farfaafad F ®0 & Tsgurer i Waes gessfa

e In 1857, the British established the first three universities in Calcutta, Bombay, and
Madras, appointing Governors as their ex-officio Chancellors to maintain control.

1857 # fafeell & serear, aiFa 3R Fg@ F yga w1 [aafaczrea vt fhe 3k
ﬁﬁ?waﬂmwﬁa:ﬁvmﬁﬁmmmgmﬁqﬁ%mﬁﬁ@w%ml

e The Governor, as Chancellor, had powers such as:

Appointing Vice-Chancellors.

Nominating members to university bodies like the Syndicate.
Approving delegated legislation under university laws.
Presiding over convocations.

FAAYT & T F AU HT Jg AfFcar A
o Fedia H g

O O O O
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o favafdcarery fAemt (S Rifsse) & wewat &1 amFs|
o TaRafacare Fiefl & ded RfFafAa Fepr & 79l
o daTid WARIG & reTaTar|

Unfortunately, this colonial model of “Governor as Chancellor” was adopted wholesale
after Independence without reassessing its relevance.

gaIagae, "Hellfeafd & §7 # oI & 58 AR Alsel I FaATA & I
ST qeislearehal o SHAT T AT 9= 1347

Political Evolution of Governor's Role

Tfas R & Teadrer i i

1947-1967: During Congress dominance at both the Centre and State levels, Governors
remained ceremonial figures, with real power held by Chief Ministers.

1947-1967: g AR AT TR W FHAT & Fefcd & NI, Tsgurer o= safaa
9o @, Sidfeh adfas AfFd FEIa & qrg ol

Post-1967: As non-Congress parties ruled several States, Governors transformed into
political instruments of the Central government, often clashing with State
governments.

1967 & a1 IR-FIAT Tl & Fs TSI H ATHA & d1¢, (oI Fg THN &
TS STRIOT 57 1T HR 3R AT THRT § THIT E3T|

Efforts to amend university laws to change the Chancellor often faced delays as
Governors either:

o Delayed approvals.
o Referred amendments to the President of India.

farafaerers Ficpll # TR & gIrar # IFe o g, FH Jsadrer:
o HM H F{HA U
o WM T Isgufay F 9 AT I

Criticism of Politicisation

TSAATIHIOT Y =T

The First Administrative Reforms Commission (1966—77) criticised the politicisation
of the Governor's office, noting the appointment of defeated politicians.

YA GAHTAF FUR AT (1966-77) 5 ASTUTST & HATeld o ToTaAlicienor
m@mmymﬁﬁmwmm|

The Sarkaria Commission (1983-88) reported that over 60% of Governors had been
active politicians, eroding the dignity of the office.

TIHINGT HTAT (1983-88) & RUE & foF 60% ¥ 31+ T=wurer aiohy To=ifaeT 2,

ﬁwmmaﬁrwﬁmaﬁwqg’iﬁl

Professor Ashok Pankaj's study (1950—2015) found:
o 52% of Governors were politicians.
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o 26% were retired bureaucrats.
o Only 22% were from academia, judiciary, or armed forces.

JIhaX 3120k Uehol o eI (1950-2015) H I 9rAT I
o 52% T=g9Te ISTeifaa J|

o 26% Harfega stFerE U
o had 22% RrenfaE, FarafeT, I T d ¥ I
e The study highlighted the trend of appointing Governors based on political loyalty,
undermining credibility.

Y o ATl faseT & R W Asgurat Hr AgFa i ugid w 3emR
foe favaweiaar s wAsR faa|

Governor’s Dual Role

TsqTe Y fa-syfaar

e The Governor’s powers are divided into two categories:
o As Governor, where he acts on the advice of the Council of Ministers as per
Article 163(2).
o As Chancellor of State universities, where he can act independently unless the
statute mandates otherwise.

TSI9Ter 1 AfFaAT ar Aot & Sy S §:
o USIAUTA & T H, S8l 9 F3fAT 3% AT A @ | 7 = §, ST
f& Iregede 163(1) # Sarr 91T g
o UsH Trafigamedt & Fenfaufy & & # ST 97 T@aT &9 § FE W FEd
§, o9 d% [ $15 statute 3=IAT 7 Fgl
e Supreme Court has upheld this distinction.
A FIEF 38 3R F & 3G &

e This distinction has allowed Governors to bypass ministerial advice in university
matters, such as:
o Appointing Vice-Chancellors.
o Nominating members to university bodies.
o Approving subordinate legislation.

$H IR o Taural o f[axafacarery Ael 7 Addse fr e H IfhaR
LA T AT T B, S o

o Wﬁﬁ'ﬁfgﬁﬁl

o faeafacarery et & aewal 1 A@w|

o wafda RIS f whFh

Governor vs President: Chancellor vs Visitor
TSqIT A1 qsgufar: Fenfaafd sa@m@ ssamra
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The Governor's role as Chancellor and the President's role as Visitor to central
universities differ significantly in terms of:

o Level of consultation.

o Legislative oversight.

TSUTel T Ferrferdfc T sffer AR wegufa i ST faeataegredr &
AR & §9 7 AR 7 FHeeyT F Fa€ AR Ff R & daof 7
HAgcaquT 3 &l
The President consults the Ministry of Education for university appointments, while
statutes and delegated legislation are laid before Parliament.

Tregafa favafdearerdt &1 AgfFadr & fow R #ares @ WA Hd 8, Sdih Fee
forrer 31k wagy sfafaw o & W@ S €

Governor, in contrast, acts unilaterally for State universities, often bypassing the State's
Ministry of Higher Education.

TSI, 0% T, TT faeafaereri & fav thaRwr F1F ad g, 3R TsT &
3ea e FAe F QAR A E

State university laws do not mandate laying delegated legislation before the
Legislature.

T fareafdgamery Frt & Hagy sfRfaast & RuedAsa & a#er @ dfaad
el &l

Existing Challenges

Aisrer galfoaar

The persistence of the “Governor as Chancellor” model creates numerous problems:
o Governors wield significant power in universities, while State governments
fund them, leading to a dual authority system.

“TIIT & Fenfarafa” AlseT HT T F FAEATT ool B &
o UsgUTdl ¥ g faeafag@reral # Agcaqer afFa @t 7, SEfh Usw Wi
goTehT fadT Aiwor e €, e el e yomelt 3cueT gl ¥

Delays in Vice-Chancellor appointments lead to administrative paralysis, affecting
project implementation and awarding of degrees.

Fagiad # fagfraat & & @ werafas aforiy scoe giar &, St aRAseT Srifeage
AR B3t & &R @ genfad & gl

Many Governors lack the necessary academic qualifications to effectively guide
universities, relying on limited advice.

% Toqural 7 faeafagareral #1 werrdl T & ANGENT & & v smaeas e+
Aegart g1 gt 3R 7 AT Foms W R I

Some Governors exacerbate political interference rather than insulating universities
from politics, prioritising Centre’s political agenda.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

S TSI TSI FEARIT T doTd &, Fog 38 o faeafaererdt #r To=ifa &
TR A0, 3R Fg F TeAfaF T B wrAfAEar 2 g

Federalism principle is compromised by allowing Governors to control State
universities.

wegdar #1 fguid Tsaurel I T3 faafaeaedl ) FE30T & & FA9R g Srdl
gl

State universities should be fully accountable to elected State governments.
Ty faeafdedreral 1 garal garT et 1§ I TR & 97 ¢ aE § TFder
g aifgu|

Insights from Commissions

et & sy

The Rajamannar Committee (1969-71) argued that Governors should perform their
statutory functions as Chancellor on the advice of the State government.

TR |ATT (1969-71) 3 Tg o fear fh TsauTer &l Henfaafa & &0 # e
dufeier 1 ToT WHR FHI FATE I AT A8 0|

The Sarkaria Commission (1983-88) recommended that Governors consult with Chief
Ministers while retaining independent judgment in university matters.

TIHIRAT AT (1983-88) o Ig FABING H1 foh Togurail i FEIARIAT { et
AT AfRT, SAafeh faeafaezmery AT # Fae Aoia samw @ gl
The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2000-02)

advocated for political neutrality, clearer definitions of Chancellor's functions, and
greater university autonomy.

wfauer 1 R f gHar & @ I e (2000-02) 5 TS Tewydr,
Formerafd & sl S Tase aRHIT, 3R faeaidearerat i it FarRar 1 THd
fora|

The M.M. Punchhi Commission (2007-10) recommended that States appoint eminent
academics as Chancellors to preserve academic independence.

TH.UH. 998 AR—ANT (2007-10) 7 Ig fAwIRer $r o o gfdigy fgamst
Sl & &7 & fogea Y e AfF Fad=Tar =i |

Alternative Models

dFfous AlsT

The ideal Chancellor model, based on global best practices, envisions the
Chancellor as an eminent public figure who provides ceremonial leadership, presides
over convocations, acts as an institutional ambassador, and has no executive
authority.

3Rg® wafasdr wusit ov 3R mreet Fenfafa Afsd Fonfadfa w1 v yfagy
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AEfA® SAfFd & & F qRANT e g, St nfreiea Aqea JereT Har g, fafid
FARIE I HEETAT Il &, Teh HEAWIT G & & H HI T §, 3R 38 qaH$

FRFRT AR LT g

o U.K. universities exemplify this model, from whom India borrowed the concept of
Chancellor.
I.%. Treafderera sa Alsel &1 30T Tdd A 8, ool #ARA o Hefadica &
g faar ferm anl

e Governor as Ceremonial Chancellor model: This model removes the Governor’s
discretionary powers, mandating him to act on the advice of the State Council of
Ministers in university matters.

TSAqTed 1 denfas Fenfaafa Alse: 50 Alsa # Tsgurer A RAawrefear afFawr wr
ger fear Sirar §, 3R 3% favafacarey amat & tew ARuRYg i gaw | F
el F fAder fear Srar g

e States like Gujarat (1978), Karnataka (2000), and Maharashtra (2021) have adopted
variations of this approach.

G (1978), FeAleadT (2000), 3 HERISE (2021) S TAT o 3H TIOCHIIT &
fAffear AT FI 39T B

e Chief Minister as Chancellor model: Critics argue that a ceremonial role does not suit
a powerful political figure like the Chief Minister.

HEIHA FT Fenfarafa AlSe: Herds Ig T B ¢ b U Joerien s
ATFRTEN TSTelcleh egfeFd S FEIHA & AT 3ugeFa =787 ¢l

e States like West Bengal and Punjab passed Bills in 2023 to adopt this system, but
they await Presidential assent.

9faH Forer 3R 9 ST TSAT A 2023 H T YOS &l YA & fov fF9us
i fohu, et 3o¢ Isgufer & FliFHfa &1 o) Bl

e In avariation, Tamil Nadu (2022) passed a Bill substituting ‘Government’ for
‘Chancellor’, and it also awaits Presidential assent.

Teh TUIROT &, AR (2022) 7 Toh fadaess o fohan e ‘ganfaafe & wurer
T FER T @M I, R 75 o aegufar @ w&ligfa F1 SaeR a2

e State-appointed Chancellor model: Implemented in Telangana (2015), where the
State government appoints a ceremonial Chancellor.

Ta fagaa Fenfafa Afse: AeEmET (2015) 7 oE] A a1, SRl U7 TER Th
sfeRe Fenfarafa Rgea w3 2
e Kerala (2022) also passed a similar Bill but is awaiting Presidential assent.

FTT (2022) 7 877 U HAWT T aiRa foham, Afset ag wseafa & w&igfar &
IR X TET ¢

e The Chancellor elected by University Bodies model empowers university bodies
and alumni to elect a ceremonial Chancellor.
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Fenaafa garT frafagareay et qarr fAeifaa atsa feafacarey @emt 3ik
qd BTEl A T IfAFERE Ferferafa g a1 HfRer S &

The Chancellor appointed by the University’s Executive Council model is followed
by universities in the U.K. (Birmingham), Canada (McGill), Australia (Melbourne).

Farfagfa garT frafagares & FRiwR aRwg garT Aged Afsa & qrele ..
(afFas), Famer (FAefar), sireefowr (Faes) & Geafaerea & Far Jrar g
Among these, the State-appointed Chancellor model is the most practical for India,

provided the appointees are distinguished academicians or public figures, excluding
politicians.

5 O, Td fagea Fenfaufa Afse oRa & AT qed saragRe §, a2 @ged
gierd ufley faganet a1 widsifae <afda g, Uselifasl w1 sl
The M.M. Punchhi Commission had recommended this model.

TH.UH. TOg! IR o 3T Ao I fQBIRer v A

Dismantling a Colonial Legacy

Jtafaafw eRET Fr T5e FET

Reforming State universities in India requires a balance of key principles:
o Ensuring accountability to elected State governments.
o Minimising political interference.
o Promoting institutional self-governance.
o Fostering academic freedom and excellence.

AR A e Reaficareat #1 UR Agcaqel Beuial & ddele T A@T Har
g

o el §¥ T TR & 9fd SwAer gAkad e

o USTHAId® TEANT FI FH FIeAT|

o HEARTA FF-ATHA I FGIAT ol

o BT TEaA R seFvedr F Wiearied H|

The first step is to divest the Governor of his colonial-era role as Chancellor.

TEClT e WUl ' AGfAARAF et A 3ot Fomadfa Hr sffAsr @ ger & B
States like Gujarat, Karnataka, Telangana, and Maharashtra have implemented
reforms, while Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, and Punjab face delays in obtaining
Presidential assent.

¥, aRRaH Faner 3R goITe Fr asgufa A wiHfa wea R 7 & & @ R

This disparity highlights the need for impartial treatment by the President and
Government of India.

Ig AcHTT Tseqfa 3R IRT TPR & AsqeT sqagR HI EIFAT &l FPR Hdl
gl
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There is no valid reason to withhold approval of pending Bills.
afea R i FHlT Asved 1 HIS d FROT TG B
The Centre should facilitate progressive reforms to dismantle colonial-era

administrative structures and guide States to align their university governance
models with global best practices.

&g # AafalE Fo F gaEAE o F# A F@ F AU sEfaie guRn @
derar &1 =1fgu 3R TSl @i ARaw wafaer wanst & @y e faeafdg@mey o
Alse F WA F& 7 ARGHT HEr @iz

This will enable universities to focus on academic excellence, free from political

entanglements.

sad favafacarert I Taeifas 3asrel & Had gl AF Fepsear W €T Hied
el T 3regAfa At

Justice Jagdish Khehar’s decisions
often contradicted Centre’s views

GS Paper II:
Important
udgements

Justice Jagdish Singh Khe-
har (retd), the first Sikh
Chief Justice of India who
was selected for the Padma
Vibhushan on Saturday for
‘public affairs’, has a judi-
cial legacy that collided
with the views of the Union
government and once
ruled in favour of an em-
battled Opposition in the
first term of the NDA
regime.

Heading a multi-faith
Constitution Bench in Au-
gust 2017, the very last
month of his tenure as
Chief Justice from January
2017, Justice  Khehar
upheld triple talaq or in-
stant talaq in his minority
verdict as a fundamental
right. The 44th Chief Jus-
tice of India had found the
“1,400-year-old” practice
of Muslim men divorcing
their wives by saying ‘ta-
laq’ three times is an inte-
gral part of the freedom of
religion.

The Centre had argued
that instant talaq was not
fundamental to Islam and
personal law must abide by
the principles of dignity
and non-discrimination.

The same month had
witnessed a nine-judge

Address :
Email Id :

Jagdish Singh Khehar

Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Khehar elevate the
right to privacy to the
echelons of fundamental
rights. The court declared
privacy as a part of the
right to life, dignity and in-
tegrity under Article 21 of
the Constitution. The Un-
ion government had found
the concept of privacy an
elitist concept, at the most
a common law right, which
must readily give way to
public interest.

Justice (as he was then)
Khehar, in October 2015,
overcame his “awkward
predicament” of being a
Supreme Court Collegium
member and braving de-
mands to recuse himself,
to declare the National Jud-
icial Appointments Com-
mission (NJAC) Act, giving
politicians and civil society
a final say in the appoint-
ment of judges to the high-

est courts, unconstitution-
al. Justice Khehar found it
difficult for the judiciary to
share its wisdom of ap-
pointment of judges with
the political-executive. The
judgment had dismissed
the Centre’s argument that
NJAC was the “will of the
people” and cannot be re-
viewed.

However, Justice Khehar
had taken an unconven-
tional approach to invite
public suggestions to im-
prove the collegium sys-
tem, but the reworked
draft of the Memorandum
of Procedure for Appoint-
ment of Judges has not
seen the light of the day.

The Supreme Court it-
self had blamed the subse-
quent delay in judicial ap-
pointments to the
government’s grouse of
having lost the NJAC case.

A unanimous decision
of a Constitution Bench
headed by Justice Khehar
showed the door to the
BJP-propped rebel Con-
gress government of Kalik-
ho Pul and paved the way
for the return of Congress’s
Nabam Tuki government
in 2016. The court had
quashed the then Aruna-
chal Pradesh Governor J.P.
Rajkhowa’s decision to ad-
vance the Assembly ses-

sion which led to Presi-
dent’s Rule in the State.
Subsequently, Mr. Pul’s
wife linked the Constitu-
tion Bench decision with
the suicide of her husband.
Dangwimsai Pul wrote a
two-page note to Justice
Khehar, who was Chief Jus-
tice by then, seeking a CBI
probe into her husband’s
suicide note which raised

allegations against Su-
preme Court judges and
politicians.  Allegations

were levelled against two
of the judges on the Consti-
tution Bench, including
Justice Khehar himself. She
later withdrew the note
from the Supreme Court
after her note was convert-
ed into a petition and
placed on the judicial side
of the court.

A “tough judge”, as
Chief Justice T.S. Thakur
once described him, Chief
Justice Khehar did not
shirk from punishing judg-
es who stepped out of line.
In May 2017, he led a seven-
judge Bench which took
the unprecedented deci-
sion to sentence a sitting
Calcutta High Court judge,
C.S. Karnan, to six months’
imprisonment for con-
tempt and for reducing the
Indian judiciary into a
“laughing stock”.
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Justice Jagdish
Khehar’s decisions
often contradicted
Centre’s views

AT ST Wl
¥ favkr et &% &
gioehior @ fadia &

e Justice Jagdish Singh
Khehar (retd), the first Sikh
Chief Justice of India, was
selected for the Padma
Vibhushan for ‘public affairs’ on
Saturday.

FHfd s AT g
(Qarfagd), IRa F g RAw
qET ~ArTeer, & wEaS AE
e & T geg Repwor &
TFATTAT fohar arar afaar &
e His judicial legacy often

clashed with the views of the
Union government.

3eTehT FAT RIET T &g

TR & ToehuT T Thdrar AT
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e In August 2017, during his tenure as Chief Justice, he upheld triple talag as a
fundamental right in a minority verdict.

I 2017 H, 39 FET FARTENA & & H HRIBTT & AR, 3egiel feqel daTh
Ao HFR & &7 A 7o Aokr & s @

e He found instant talaq to be an integral part of the freedom of religion.
Joglel dcahTel ol ol 3t Y TaadT Sl Ueh fAsrrsa feeqr arm|

o The Centre argued that instant talaq was not fundamental to Islam and should respect
dignity and non-discrimination.

Fg o d frar T dohlel dolreh SEed &1 Ho foear a8 a1 3R 38 ke 3 sdguma
e g el

e In August 2017, the same month, Justice Khehar also headed a nine-judge bench that
elevated the right to privacy to a fundamental right.

3TET 2017 #, 38 AR, FAHAS WeX A At Fyrmefet fr dis w5 Adgea R, S

Maefirar & 3R A 7o FIWFERF &7 F Agar

e He declared privacy as part of the right to life, dignity, and integrity under Article 21
of the Constitution.

3eglel MUAIAT & sfiaeT & F0FR, 3ka, 3 sr@=ar 1 fear aifvg &, &
HRUE & 708 21 F ded &

e The Union government viewed privacy as an elitist concept and a common law right.
FE TIHR A AMIAITAT I Teh Ioaaaig FaURVT HR AT FefeT H1 ATUFR A

e In October 2015, Justice Khehar declared the National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) Act unconstitutional.

IFgaT 2015 A, = Wel o W wanae fagfda smahr (NJAC) sifafags
At aiva R

e The NJAC Act gave politicians and civil society a say in the appointment of judges
to the highest courts.

NJAC HTTH = IeTeifcail 3R AHATSS E6al ol 3Tddd I ATerdr H sarareent
#r frgfFa & feean feam

o Justice Khehar argued that the judiciary should not share its wisdom of judicial
appointments with the political-executive.

A Wl A a% TR fos mamaifes 1 =¥ fagfaaat i gefterar aeehfas-
FIITASRT & AT ST 78T HLeAT AT

e Justice Khehar invited public suggestions to improve the collegium system, but the
reworked draft of the Memorandum of Procedure for judicial appointments never came
to light.

AT WeX A FfAfaad yone # guR & {0 ardsfas goma AT 6, dfe
=Re Pgaal & e ufear e &1 @anfta #dler Fi aeer a8 sma

e A unanimous decision by a Constitution Bench headed by Justice Khehar led to the
quashing of Kalikho Pul’s government in Arunachal Pradesh in 2016.
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AT Wel G@nT It i IS iUt s w1 FaaFAd Aot sreomae wder A

2016 H FTeli@l o I FIHR F Teg el HT FHROT FoT|
e The court quashed the decision of Arunachal Pradesh Governor J.P. Rajkhowa to

advance the Assembly session, which led to President's Rule.

3TETIId o UM Y & MdeX A. M. AF@HET & [TUTTHT I ' gk FIAT &
foTr @Y teg R oo, fSre Tsgafar e @ g3l

e In May 2017, Justice Khehar led a seven-judge bench that sentenced Justice C.S.
Karnan of the Calcutta High Court to six months’ imprisonment for contempt.

AE 2017 A, =i Wl o Wi s fr fis 1 dAqgea T, [SHe Hrersrar
3T AT & FAHAfd WL, FOIA Al AT & [T B ARy FAT S|

o Justice Karnan was sentenced for reducing the Indian judiciary into a “laughing stock”.

AT FOTT T HRAT Ao & "EH & 9T T & T Fer & TS|

Rebels close in on key Congo city as 13

0)

IGS Paper II: Africa

Associated Press
GOMA

The international airport
in Goma was evacuated
and commercial flights
temporarily grounded on
Sunday as fighting bet-
ween Rwanda-backed re-
bels and government forc-
es raged around eastern
Congo’s key city, leaving at
least 13 peacekeepers and
foreign soldiers dead and
displacing thousands of
civilians.

The M23 rebel group
has made significant terri-
torial gains along the bor-
der with Rwanda in recent
weeks, closing in on Goma,
the provincial capital that
has a population of around

Running for cover: People displaced by the fighting with M23
rebels make their way to the centre of Goma on Sunday. AP

2 million and is a regional
hub for security and hu-
manitarian efforts.

Goma’s international
airport, which is the east of

the city, was evacuated by
the military and commer-
cial flights were temporari-
ly grounded due to fight-
ing, an airport agent said.

Ticials killed and thousands displaced

The United Nations on
Sunday told its staff not to
go to the airport and to
shelter in place.

Congo, the United States
and UN experts accuse
Rwanda of backing M23,
which is mainly made up
of ethnic Tutsis who broke
away from the Congolese
Army more than a decade
ago. It’s one of about 100
armed groups that have
been vying for a foothold
in the mineral-rich region,
where a long-running con-
flict has created one of the
world’s largest humanitar-
ian crises.

The Congolese Foreign
Ministry said late Saturday
it was severing diplomatic
ties with Rwanda.

Rebels close in on key Congo city as 13 officials killed and
thousands displaced
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Evacuation of Goma International Airport

MAT HAWTET §AT$ NS FT Tl HIAT

e Theinternational airport in Goma was evacuated on Sunday, and commercial
flights were temporarily grounded due to fighting between Rwanda-backed rebels and
government forces.

AT & ARSI AT 3733 Fl WAAR F Wrell FAAT 7137 AR aiforfoasw zmr &
AR §9 ¥ A o 9, Fifr @rEr gafia faRal ik @l gt & 9=
CEERS QI

o Atleast 13 peacekeepers and foreign soldiers were killed in the conflict, and thousands
of civilians were displaced.

0 uY # FA ¥ & 13 uifd s ik gt dfas AR 9w, 3R Rt anies
faEenfa gr arv)

Advances by M23 Rebels
M23 Rgifgat Fr gerfa

e The M23rebel group has made significant territorial gains near the Rwanda border in
recent weeks, moving closer to Goma, which has a population of 2 million and serves
as a regional hub for security and humanitarian efforts.

M23 FaEIEr WHE A &Tel o gohcll & @St AT & I Heca ol &g omeT g1ider e
€ 3R IaMAT S FA9 g ¢ §, TEH I 20 A 3N g GRew AR AT
warET T T Fg B

Airport Evacuation and UN Advisory

gaT$ 33T Wrell HIT AR WIFa s Y FeATE

e Goma’s international airport was evacuated by the military, and the United Nations
advised its staff to avoid the airport and stay sheltered.

IMAT & HARSET FATS 3753 T AAT GART Wiell AT AT HR FIFT A o 370
HHATRAT Pl gaTs 3785 T T« 3R WOT FH ol F Tg &I

Accusations Against Rwanda

@iET & @ 3R

e Congo, the United States, and UN experts accuse Rwanda of backing M23, which
consists primarily of ethnic Tutsis who broke away from the Congolese Army more
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than a decade ago.
FN, §Fd T HANFT, 3R T wog & fARATAT F T@sr W M23 1 FHST A
T IRIY o@Ta &, S feg &9 @ ot WHE & oller i § S FEn darq vh

G2% Ygel 37T g T U
e The M23 group is one of nearly 100 armed groups operating in the mineral-rich
region, contributing to one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises.

M23 HHg ST 100 HAFT HHEl A & Ueh § S 38 WiAST-HHGY &1 & I Y @l ¢
AR gfar & Te8 93 AFANT Hhel H q TH HT HROT & I&T ¢l

Severing Diplomatic Ties

¢ On Saturday, the Congolese Foreign Ministry announced it was severing diplomatic
ties with Rwanda due to the ongoing conflict.

AR &, FEN & AT FAFGT o I @ GEY & HRIOT @M1 & A1 Aol deh e disad $hr
Yo Hr|
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of strike options / R #t AAFS AMFT o Fded I G HT=A
e RAFedl # yeiia frar

8. Assam tea workers prone to post-TB fungal disease: study /
A T HfAS A dd F 918 BT AR FT G FEIIA

9. Indian space programme breaks into 2025 in ‘mission mode’ /

HRAT 3aRer FRFHA 2025 d& ‘AT Az’ & 93q Fm

10. Where did dinosaurs first evolve? / SRIATER Tq8 98 Fgl
f=faa g

‘Blast’ in Guwahati: ‘Blast’ in Guwahati: ULFA(]l) says it’s just

ULFA(I) says it’s
just a warning

GS Paper lll: Internal Security |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

People across eight north-
eastern States defied a boy-
cott call by some extremist
groups, including the Unit-
ed Liberation Front of
Asom (Independent), to
celebrate the country’s
76th Republic Day on
Sunday.

An aberration in the fes-
tival-like atmosphere was a
“bomb blast” the ULFA(I)
claimed to have detonated
on a truck parking lot in
the Beharbari area on the
outskirts of Guwahati in
the morning.

Another bag, suspected
to contain an improvised
explosive device, was
found at the Inter-State Bus
Terminus nearby.

The police downplayed
the outlawed outfit’s claim.
“It was a loud sound, not
an explosion. We have
launched an operation to
catch the miscreants in-

Police seize bag with
IED, say they have
launched a search
for the miscreants
behind the incident

volved,” Guwahati’s Com-
missioner of Police, Partha
Sarathi Mahanta, said.

Earlier, the Paresh Ba-
ruah-led ULFA(]) claimed it
carried out blasts in Guwa-
hati and other parts of As-
sam “not to harm anyone
but send a message to the
people to not participate in
occupational India’s Inde-
pendence Day and Repu-
blic Day programmes in
the future”.

In an email, a spokes-
person of the group said
the “blast” was also to re-
mind New Delhi of what it
was capable of doing on a
larger scale.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

a warning
TEaTETer A AT ULFA(I) #T Fgelm §
Ig Q% e AdEer §

. People across eight northeastern States defied a
boycott call by extremist groups, including the United Liberation
Front of Asom (Independent) [ULFA(I)], to celebrate the
country’s 76th Republic Day on Sunday.

IS qafay Tdl & al A IfgsdR F HEarT F FJesiarer
&, forat gerses fomiere the 3% 31 (Fad) [ULFA()]
8 enfAer o, iR I@aR A 2 F71 761 ATAT Raw A=A

. A “bomb blast” was claimed by ULFA(I) to have been
detonated at a truck parking lot in the Beharbari area on the
outskirts of Guwabhati in the morning, disrupting the festive
atmosphere.

ULFA(I) & erar fohar foh v "o faTwmie” Jamgrer & &l
Sl & AEIATST 81T F ¢ UIfeher T W Gag & qAT fhar
w,fiﬂqﬁmﬁwn@‘rﬂaﬁﬁgm

. Another bag, suspected to contain an improvised
explosive device (IED), was found at the Inter-State Bus
Terminus nearby.

T 3R o, 5T IS (Rewiesd 3UFHon) gl T Heg T,
9 & FAR-TSAT 89 ff{ad W) 9rr 33|
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e The police downplayed the claim of ULFA(l), stating, “It was a loud sound, not an
explosion.” Guwahati’s Commissioner of Police, Partha Sarathi Mahanta, confirmed
that an operation to catch the miscreants has been launched.

gferd & ULFA(I) & &9 &t TIRST & §T &gl, "I8 T ool farsr off, faewre &fehl
TaTeret & gfew Imgwd, o wRA AgT A give B o syt w gwsa F Qv v
sifdre & R @

e Paresh Baruah-led ULFA(I) claimed that the blasts were not intended to harm

anyone but to send a message to the public against participating in Independence
Day and Republic Day programmes in the future.

WA FEHT F Aqed aret ULFA(l) & grar fohar o faewie 1 3eged fFet #t qearr
TEATEAT T8 T, Sfesh AN Y Faean faw 3R AoraT Raw FEwHAl H AT AT
Uehal T HEA ST UT|

e In an email, a spokesperson of ULFA(I) said the blast was a reminder to New Delhi of
what the group is capable of doing on alarger scale.

ULFA(l) & Yaa&dl of T SHA & Fgl [ I8 fATdle 4 el o I8 a¢ o= &
fow a1 % I% dg 93 TR W FAT FT FHaT B
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People’s stir stopped tungsten project: Stalin

[GS Paper lll: Environment and Development |

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

Persistent protests by peo-
ple forced the BJP-led Un-
ion government to annul
the tungsten mining con-
tract awarded in Madurai,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin said on Sunday.
“BJP, the ruling party at
the Centre, tried to imple-
ment the tungsten mining
project in Melur, but prot-
ests by people made it
withdraw its decision,” he
said at a function organ-
ised at Arittapatti and A.
Vellalapatti in the district
to felicitate him for sup-
porting the demonstra-
tions and adopting a reso-
lution in the Assembly
against the project.
Women welcomed Mr.
Stalin by making the ‘kula-
vai’ sound — a traditional
practice of rejoicing during
festive occasions.
Meanwhile, the State go-
vernment announced that

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin addressing the public at Arittapatti in
Madurai on Sunday. G. MOORTHY

the four criminal cases re-
gistered against those who
protested against the min-
ing proposal were with-
drawn, in line with an an-
nouncement made by Mr.
Stalin earlier. An official re-
lease said cases had been
registered under three sec-
tions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita in Madurai
city, Tallakulam, and Me-

lur police stations against a
total of 11,608 people.

Mining law amendment
Speaking at the event, Mr.
Stalin contended that the
main reason why the State
government was unable to
stall the project initially
was an amendment to min-
ing laws passed in Parlia-
ment by the BJP govern-

Even when many people
criticised me for saying
that I would resign if the
project was implemented
in the area, I reiterated
that I have always stood
with the people

M.K. STALIN
Tamil Nadu CM

ment. “People should be
aware that the DMK and its
allies opposed the move in
Parliament, but AIADMK
leader M. Thambi Durai
supported it,” he added.
He recalled that thou-
sands of farmers marched
to New Delhi, and protest-
ed against the Union go-
vernment against three
farm laws, and won after
two years of struggle. “But
the people of Melur, within
two months of the [min-
ing] auction, have won
through their protests,” he

People’s stir stopped tungsten project: Stalin

e & (AT F TIed IRAST F U FerfeasT

Persistent protests by people forced the BJP-led Union government
to annul the tungsten mining contract awarded in Madurai, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin said.

AN & AR faY & FROT AT F Aded dlel Fg AER A AGY
# RU T e T I P GG A F fv Fr§Q g s,
dffearg F FegAd wH.E. wfaad F Fanl

o “BJP, the ruling party at the Centre, tried to implement the tungsten mining project in
Melur, but protests by people made it withdraw its decision,” he said.

added. Though the State
government had sent its
objections twice to the Mi-
nistry of Mines, it was de-
liberately concealed by
them [the BJP] for political
reasons, he contended.

Pointing to the gram
sabha resolutions passed
by villagers of Arittapatti
and other areas against the
project in November 2024,
Mr. Stalin said since then,
the State government had
stood with the people, as-
suring them of not allow-
ing the project to continue.

“Even when many peo-
ple criticised me for saying
that I would resign if the
project was implemented
in the area, I reiterated that
I have always stood with
the people,” he said.

He said: “Though this is
an event organised to ap-
preciate me, it is the peo-
ple who should be appre-
ciated for  standing
together and fighting
against the project...”
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"ohe, H TG HISTAT o AT H CIECS Telel TRATSTAAT AT el hl HITALA T, elfehot
St & FUT & FHROT W YT AU argH oA YT, Ieele Tl

Mr. Stalin spoke at a function organised at Arittapatti and A. Vellalapatti to felicitate
him for supporting the demonstrations and adopting a resolution in the Assembly against
the project.

5 Terfoe o sileeuedt it v. deaauedl # 3mASa & F&%A & a1d &, J@r
38 e & FATT A 3R Furwgsn & oA & @are e gwaa 399 &
fow gFATiAa fhar amm|

Women welcomed Mr. Stalin by making the ‘kulavai’ sound, a traditional practice of
rejoicing during festive occasions.

Afge3T & A Terfoe 1 FdETd ‘Ferars eafar Heprerny far, S QgRT & SN
UHooAdl S ey Sl GRS W2

The State government announced that the four criminal cases registered against
protesters of the mining proposal were withdrawn.

T5T @R o 99T fT F @ €T & Qs YEiaaRal T gof I] ATORIa®
AHS a9 o foT v g

Cases had been registered under three sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in
Madurai city, Tallakulam, and Melur police stations against a total of 11,608 people.

HGY e, doioishord 3R AR iy Tt & el =arr wiear it dier amust &
dgd Fel 11,608 @It & [T A gof T 71T |

Mining law amendment
G FleleT WM

Mr. Stalin said the main reason the State government was unable to stall the project
initially was an amendment to mining laws passed in Parliament by the BJP
government.

A Fefes o FeT b ToT WHR IRATAT @l Y& & Ashel # IHAY A iR

HISTIT AR EART TG H @elel SIefaAl A el f3ham arm 2|

‘DMK and its allies opposed the move in Parliament, but AIADMK |leader M. Thambi
Durai supported it,” he added.

"AuAS IR 3TF GEAPRT F T8 F 3T FeH o QY o, dfheT wnrsvdivas
AT TH. gFdr qE A T WA R 3 Fal

Thousands of farmers marched to New Delhi and protested against the Union
government’s three farm laws, winning after two years of struggle.

goIRT FohaTeT 718 feeell aTU 3R dhg THR & i F Frepell & e gedt=r fomar
3R wer F FEG & ¢ S g

Mr. Stalin said the people of Melur, within two months of the mining auction, won
through their protests.
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A Tt A &gl fob AT & AT A Gefor A F A FAGA F MR 30 fay 4
S grfder i

o The State government had sent its objections twice to the Ministry of Mines, but they
were deliberately concealed by the BJP for political reasons, Mr. Stalin contended.

TSI TIFR ¥ &Y ) Goldd HATAT &Y AT S, Afhad HIST9T o Toleifades Som

¥ So¢ Slegeiend ar e, A erfele & grar faa|

o Villagers of Arittapatti and other areas passed gram sabha resolutions in November
2024 against the project.

IReeued 3N 37 &3 & vl F FEET 2024 F AT AT GEAT F ACIH I
IR T farrer fohar)

e Mr. Stalin assured the people that the project would not continue, reiterating that he
stood with them even when criticised for his statement to resign if the project was
implemented.

A Terfard o e #r 3mearEs far fF g S sg @l 3R gl 9% F S«
3o7h IRASAT F9] B1A T SEAGT 7 & T BT 3Teira g8, ad ol Ieghel ol 0
1y & fr 91T SRS

e “Though this event appreciates me, the real credit goes to the people for standing
together and fighting against the project,” he concluded.

gTelifeh IE FIAHH AN TIEAT FHT g, dfhed 31Gell AT 3 A9 I AT § Segia
Tholc BT IRl & TGl SIS oISl 3ogiel fersehy foyehre|
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A checklist for the Dhruv helicopter investigation

[GS Paper Ill: Defence]
T he fatal accident on January 5, 2025,

where an Advanced Light Helicopter,

Dhruv, of the Indian Coast Guard, had a
fatal accident, has triggered the grounding of
what is the workhorse of the country’s armed
forces. In aviation, accidents happen. But this
does not reduce the gravity of the flight safety
issues that India’s flagship helicopter programme
faces; flagship, because it is tailor-made for India’s
demanding operating conditions .

This writer was first associated with the project
in 1988 when it was in the mock-up stage and
engineering drawings were being converted to
real parts which were being fused in the
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) hangar.
Those were heady days as we, the test aircrew,
reviewed the prototype coming up adjacent. To
view one’s recommendations bear fruition was
pure bliss. This writer moved on for a staff course
abroad and one’s satisfaction knew no bounds
when he read in the foreign press about its first
flight on August 20, 1992. That the project had its
fair share and more of problems is well
documented but the initial decade of its
operational service was, to put it mildly, very
challenging.

As this writer had the unpleasant task of being
the presiding officer of the court of inquiry of the
first fatal Dhruv crash (in 2007) and later as
Assistant Chief of Air Staff at Air Headquarters
looking after helicopter operations, here are a
few suggestions for the decision makers.

Search for the reason
The world over, new aircraft face problems in the
induction phase. The Dhruv has had its own long
list — from serious ones such as premature main
gear box withdrawals and cabin vibrations to
operational irritants such as rainwater leaks in
the cabin.

There has also been the poor supply of spares
and the exasperatingly long overhaul times

Air Vice Marshal
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The
investigation of
the Coast Guard
ALH accident
could be an
inflexion point
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helicopter
programme

whenever a machine entered an HAL hangar for
maintenance. Though these have been, hopefully,
addressed over time to some extent, a new and
worrying problem of flight controllability has
emerged. After each such accident, short and
long-term fixes have been made to keep the
Dhruv flying. The fact that three weeks (and
counting) have passed and the Dhruv has still not
been cleared to fly, shows that something more
serious has happened, and/or the cause has not
yet been determined. It is no shame to keep the
machine grounded till the root cause is found and
a permanent fix implemented; the Boeing 737
MAX remained grounded for almost two years till
its flight control problem was resolved.

Involve domain specialists

The composition of a court of inquiry in India,
even where such a basic characteristic such as
flight controllability has been affected, is still no
different than a ‘normal’ accident inquiry. Thus,
as in the media, HAL (which could be
blameworthy), the Centre for Military
Airworthiness and Certification, or CEMILAC (the
certification agency which could be blameworthy
too), and the Coast Guard are the main
investigators in the January 5 accident.
Considering that the Coast Guard mishap is, at a
minimum, the sixth accident involving the loss of
flying control, the problem should, logically, have
been found by now.

Since this has been a repetitive problem,
should not there be a de novo look at the design
issues for studying stresses, the metallurgy used
and the fabrication process of flight critical
components? Thus, a fresh fault analysis is
necessary by co-opting outside specialists, say
from academia or any other relevant field, to
ferret out the root cause. Having an independent
committee to holistically look at the Dhruv
programme would be ideal.

Where rectification action is required from

HAL, the speed of the implementation of
recommendations leaves a lot to be desired. In
the fatal accident of 2007, referred to earlier, our
recommendation for the institution of measures
to warn a pilot of an impending ‘flight control
saturation’ situation took the better part of a
decade. One understands that even the fitting of
the new stainless steel control rods - after an
investigation of the earlier flight control-linked
accidents — is still an ongoing process.

Apportioning of responsibility

HAL is the primary organisation for the
production of airworthy assets. While design is
frozen earlier, it is the quality of production that
needs monitoring with a hawk eye too.
CEMILAC’s responsibility is to ensure both — the
soundness of design and production quality
control. These two organisations too must be
held responsible for the proper discharge of their
duties since the combat fleet of the nation and its
security posture get affected. To aid CEMILAC in
the discharge of its task, having flight test crew on
its rolls could result in an element of greater
inquiry.

One needs to remember that the Prachand
(Light Combat Helicopter), which is planned as
the mainstay of the attack helicopter fleet , has
also been affected as its transmission system is
the same as the Dhruv’s. We have the Light Utility
Helicopter in its final flight-testing phase and the
Indian Multi Role Helicopter, a 13-tonne heavy
machine with greater complexities, is in the
offing. The investigation of the Coast Guard
accident could, thus, be an inflexion point in the
journey of India’s helicopter programmes. In the
midst of the aatmanirbharta thrust, which is
laudable, and other pressures, the only element
driving decision making should be
professionalism.

Precious lives and the standing of India’s
nascent helicopter industry are at stake.

A checklist for the Dhruv helicopter investigation
¥q gellprcet oa & AT o Swfaee

The Dhruv Helicopter Crash and Safety Concerns

Yq gellpiced geear A gran Riamw

e OnJanuary 5, 2025, an Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) Dhruv of the Indian Coast
Guard met with a fatal accident, leading to the grounding of this key workhorse of
India’s armed forces.

5 STeTa{l, 2025 & HRCIT TCI&Th Tof HT USRS ABT gailhicey (ALH) YT T UTds
geeaT T [RIPR g37, el HRAT TUFT Fell & $6 AT gellhie] & A3T

fe=r |

e Aviation accidents, though not uncommon, underscore the need to address flight safety
issues in India’s flagship helicopter programme, which is specially designed for
India’s demanding operational conditions.
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glelifeh TaHATTT ECATY HAHTT A8l §, lfched Tg HRA & WIE gellhicey FAHHA H
33TeT &M HE! I HalTd Hlel T ITARIAhcll Y IWiTehd AT ¢, Tod R
etehqoT gRerere Rt & foav 4w &9 & fSamser fonar arr g

The Origins and Initial Challenges

eI AR wRfAE oo

e The Dhruv project began in 1988, and its first flight took place on August 20, 1992,
marking a significant milestone for Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

gq IR 6T 31T 1988 A §‘s’ 3R STFT ggell 3BT 20 319Fd, 1992 Fr g‘gsﬁ
Rgrae wEiRFw fAffts (HAL) & T v Agcayet 3uafey ot
e The helicopter’s operational service in its first decade faced serious challenges,

including premature main gear box failures, cabin vibrations, and rainwater leaks in
the cabin.

SH gollehicey & RIS g i qaT A A&7 AR diFw i 7§77 & gger T,
i & Fue, iR aRer & arelt w1 Rra sidh ik galfaat & @ e gsr)

e Supply chain issues like poor availability of spares and lengthy overhaul times in
HAL’s hangars added to operational inefficiencies.

Ferqait A Iqfet 3 HAL & 89X A od Iaerdl FAT o TR IETAIN 1 3R
o1 fe=m

Recurring Flight Safety Concerns
TR-9R 33 & Raw

e Over the years, short-term fixes have kept the Dhruv operational, but recurring flight
controllability problems continue to pose significant risks.

asl & Ireqshifeles FHTYRT o1 Yd HI TTe] IWT &, Afehel 31T FATTOT FAFAT IR-IR
FEcaqoT QA Yo FAT &
e The fact that the Dhruv remains grounded three weeks after the January 2025

accident indicates that either a serious issue is at play or the root cause is yet to be
identified.

Ig 27 o ¢a Saadl 2025 #Y gHear & i ede a1g 8 A333 8, Ig ST I
g o ar & 1S T wwear g Ar 3 e H HROT A GgET A A IS g

Recommendations and Global Comparisons

RAemer 3k dRaw gaen

e Decision-makers must prioritize thorough investigations to identify the root cause and
implement permanent fixes, even if it means grounding the helicopter for an extended
period.
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AU T e FROT AT g STra 3R FUTR FATTT 19 HA I TrATHbT S0
AIfeT, ot & 5Th [T gollhice F oid AT dh A3S FLaAT US|

For instance, the Boeing 737 MAX was grounded for two years globally to resolve its
flight control issues before it was cleared to fly again.

3eTgR0T & ToU, A5 737 A+ & 3HS 331 fAIA0T He@l &l gol el & favar ast
de ARgeh TR W 133 fohar a3 27|

Conclusion: Ensuring Long-term Safety

fswd: drdefas guam gaRaa wwer

The Dhruv’s issues highlight the importance of rigorous safety protocols and effective
maintenance systems to enhance the reliability of India’s premier helicopter.

Yd T FACIC F3 &I Frier 3R w81 t@w@ra yonfat S #g<r @1 Wifehd
H 8, ek HARA & T gellpicex &I fAadgdr &l Jorn S Fh |

Only with comprehensive fixes and a commitment to long-term safety standards can
India ensure the successful operation of this critical platform.

haol 19 FATHTS 3R drdFifas FIam AHl & Ui gfdacear & 4, #Rd 36
HEAYUT ToIChiA & HhA HTeel & FARad H FhaTl gl

Involving Domain Specialists in Helicopter Crash Investigations

gelieicey qeies g # RAwaAr F Aweiery

The composition of a court of inquiry in India for helicopter crashes, even when basic
issues like flight controllability are affected, is not different from a standard accident
inquiry.

AR A gelhiced gueaA3 & fou e affa it wx=en, T87 o & o« 33/ =
S8 TIET Heg THTAT Bl §, Teh |IHACT GEieaT S & 37eleT =181 g

The January 5, 2025 accident involving the Coast Guard helicopter is at least the sixth
such accident where flying control issues have been observed, highlighting a recurring
problem.

5 SeTall 2025 Y gHeT, fSITH TeaTeh a7 I gellehicel A T, 357 fg=or
gl & PRUT g5 HH H H TN GUEAT ¢, S QNGNS STl ATell FATIT N ISR il
gl

Necessity for Design and Material Reassessment

fEomser sk wrralt & geeieaiwe @ maRTEar

A de novo analysis of the helicopter’s design, material stresses, metallurgy, and
fabrication process is essential to uncover the root cause.

geltpreel & f3ammger, aerelt & qetra, argee, 3R faator yfsar o effe & fedwor
AT AR § ATleh Hel HRUT T Tl ST ST Hehl
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o There is a need for external specialists from academia or related fields to ensure an
independent and holistic fault analysis.

Faad AR FHg AW freawor gRARad @ & fav Renfaet ar gafta &t & awd
ezt BT raegenar g

Delay in Implementation of Safety Recommendations

e e & FavagT § @

e Recommendations from the 2007 fatal accident inquiry, like introducing measures to
warn pilots of flight control saturation, took nearly a decade to implement.

2007 #Y OTdF gHeAT ST @ 375 FAGIR, S yrrere H 33 fAwor wqfea #
qdTaell X F IUIT, o] el H a1 Teh G2UF o T

e Even now, fitting of new stainless steel control rods — identified as a safety
enhancement — is still ongoing.

gl as foh 318t oft ATw weeralw T fA¥Hor s TUfa i Hr ufshar oy &, 5
Teh L& FUR & &Y H Ggarlr ardr A1

Apportioning Responsibility
foFAe &1 fauior

e Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is responsible for producing airworthy assets,
and its quality control processes must be monitored closely.

Rgrae wEiRew A (HAL) 339 ag wae a0« & AT Seaer §, 3R
$ae aquradn =T gfiRAnst fr w8 e e R

e CEMILAC (Centre for Military Airworthiness and Certification) should ensure the
soundness of design and production quality, and they too must be held accountable
for lapses.

HETAFETATH (AT ag AeFar AR GHAOTT Fg) 1 Bmger A poraan 3N 3eareT
Y F[oTadT GARTA A AR, 3R fhel o g6 & fav 3¢ o foFAer sgran
ST AR

o Employing flight test crews at CEMILAC could add a valuable layer of real-time
inquiry into design and production flaws.

dgraamsTerndr # 33 wdaror HEAAT H FYgFa @ Bemsa 3R sewesT 7 wfAat
I dAehlel ST T Teh HgcdUT T SATST ST Hebvell &

Impact on Other Helicopter Projects

g gellpreey IRATSTATHT 9T T T

e The Prachand (Light Combat Helicopter), which shares the same transmission
system as Dhruv, is also affected by these safety concerns.
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Y43 (AI3T FlFac Fellicex), ST a0 & FHTeT WeLOT WOISl &1 SUAT &l &, 3o
e st & o genfaa g
Upcoming projects like the Light Utility Helicopter and the Indian Multi Role

Helicopter (a 13-tonne heavy machine) could face similar challenges if issues remain
unresolved.

ﬁwﬁwwaﬁmw,ﬁmaﬁﬁﬁmﬁmmma?
sffeT Felipice (U 13- oY wefler) Siel 3l aRAee o geft avg
gelifat &1 | Y el £

Critical Takeaways for India’s Helicopter Industry

HRA Y APl seaer & v qew s

The January 5 accident investigation could serve as an inflection point for India’s
indigenous helicopter programmes.

5 Feradl FT gHeaT AT HRA & Facl geliehicey FwAT & fov ve Fgeayer A5
aIfad & Fhell &l

Amid the Aatmanirbharta (self-reliance) initiative, decision-making must prioritize
professionalism and safety standards over other pressures.

IeAfARar (Fa fasiean) wga & =, Aoy oo 7 saraaTiAewar 3K gRaT AH A
3T earar ¥ 318 wafAear & afeu]

The lives of personnel and the reputation of India’s nascent helicopter industry are
at stake, necessitating urgent and comprehensive action.

HAANRIT & Shaet 3R AR i A gefiwrex 3@ i gfassraig W &, ad
deahrel 3R AU FRATS HT EIHAT L
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India and U.S. lead Courseera enrolments for Gen Al courses

Corporate sponsorship plays a significant role in boosting enrolments in India

|GS Paper lll: S&T |

| DATA POINT I

The Hindu Data Team

he demand for generative

Al training has grown sig-

nificantly among learners
and enterprises, according to
Coursera data, highlighted in the
Future of Jobs Report 2025. India
and the U.S. are leading this global
trend in enrolments, but the fac-
tors driving demand differ bet-
ween the two countries. While in-
dividual learners primarily drive
demand in the US., corporate
sponsorship plays a significant role
in boosting enrolments in India.

Globally, individual learners on
Coursera are focusing on founda-
tional generative Al skills and con-
ceptual topics, such as prompt en-
gineering, trustworthy Al
practices, and strategic decision-
making around Al. Meanwhile, in-
stitution-sponsored learners are
prioritising practical workplace
applications, including using Al to
enhance productivity in tools such
as Excel or developing applica-
tions with Al-driven solutions.

Chart 1 shows the Generative Al
enrolment trend in 2022-2024 in
Coursera. The demand for genera-
tive Al training is not happening in
isolation but is closely tied to
broader technological shifts resh-
aping industries worldwide. The
survey reveals that among nine
transformative technologies, Al
and information processing tech-
nologies are expected to have the
most significant impact on busi-
nesses by 2030, with 86% of em-
ployers identifying them as likely
to drive business transformation.
This surpasses the anticipated in-
fluence of robots and autonomous
systems (58%) or energy genera-
tion and storage technologies
(41%).

Chart 2 shows the technology
trends driving business transfor-
mation, as answered by the sur-
veyed employers.

Since the release of ChatGPT in
November 2022, investment flows

into Al technologies have in-
creased nearly eight-fold, driving
significant advancements in the
field. This influx of capital has
been matched by investment in
the physical infrastructure re-
quired to support these technolo-
gies, such as servers.

The growing demand for gener-
ative Al training is also closely tied
to the shifting landscape of job
roles driven by technological ad-
vancements. Employers expect
technological developments such
as Al and robotics to play a pivotal
role in shaping the workforce, says
the survey. By 2030, roles such as
Big Data Specialists, FinTech Engi-
neers, Al and Machine Learning
Specialists, and Software and Ap-
plications Developers are project-
ed to experience the fastest net
growth. Chart 3 shows the top
jobs by fastest net growth as pro-
jected by surveyed employers.

The interplay of humans, ma-
chines, and algorithms is funda-
mentally reshaping the nature of
work. Automation and advance-
ments in technology are driving a
shift in how tasks are performed
across industries. According to the
survey, 47% of tasks today are
completed primarily by humans,
while 22% are handled mainly by
technology, and 30% involve a mix
of both. By 2030, tasks are expect-
ed to be more equally divided.

This shift is driven largely by in-
creased automation. Of the nearly
15% point reduction expected in
the proportion of work tasks per-
formed solely by humans between
2025 and 2030, approximately
82% will be attributable to advanc-
ing automation, while the remain-
ing 19% will result from expanded
human-machine collaboration.

Chart 4 shows the share of
work tasks expected to be deli-
vered predominantly by human
workers, by technology, or by a
combination of both.

This transition highlights the
growing importance of equipping
the workforce with the skills need-
ed to thrive in a world increasingly
shared with intelligent machines.

Shifting landscapes

The charts are sourced from the ‘Future of Jobs Report 2025’ released
by the World Economic Forum

Chart 1: The chart shows the Generative Al enrolment trend for 2022-2024.
The chart reveals significant growth in demand for Generative Al training
among both individual learners and enterprises
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Chart 2: Share of employers surveyed who identify the stated technology trend as likely to drive business
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Chart 4: Share of total work tasks expected to be
delivered predominantly by human workers, by
technology, or by a combination of both
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Chart 3: The chart shows the top jobs by fastest net growth
by surveyed employers. The fastest growing job roles by 2030
tend to be driven by technological developments.
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India and U.S. lead Courseera enrolments for Gen Al courses

HRA AR JANFT TR IS UeTFAT F AT FRAT AHATRA
# 3raoft §
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Demand for Generative Al Training

FeRfed wHE wirator Hr AT

e Growth in Demand
The demand for generative Al training has significantly grown among learners and
enterprises, as highlighted in the Future of Jobs Report 2025.
seRfea wang wflrator Fr A R 3R 3eTAT & g afasy fr ARt A

RAYE 2025 #F 3eal@d ¥7 & a4 B

e Leading Countries
India and the U.S. are leading this trend, but the factors driving demand differ in both

countries.
#Ra AR IARFT 38 g &1 Adea R W ¢, Afdher At S F HiT F e are
FROT AT &l

e Primary Drivers
o Inthe U.S., demand is driven primarily by individual learners.

IARFT A, AT AET T § AfFdera Rt garr 9k g
o InIndia, corporate sponsorship plays a significant role in boosting enrolments.

HRA H, FARE IR AHF d¢lad H Teh FAgeaqul AT Farar gl

Focus Areas in Generative Al Training

SeRfed e yietor F By &7

e Individual Learners
Globally, individual learners are focusing on:
o Foundational generative Al skills, such as prompt engineering.
o Trustworthy Al practices and strategic decision-making.

foeg TR W, cafFaera Remdf s 9w g Higd =¥ | &
o ITURAHT TR warg wherer, S dlerce Sanfaafier|
o freaweTr wng yure 3k weifas Aota-fason
e Institution-Sponsored Learners
Institution-sponsored learners prioritize practical workplace applications like:

o Enhancing productivity in tools like Excel.
o Developing Al-driven solutions.

HEAT aRT g RIemef g X grafAesddr ¢a &
o Excel S 390l H 3cIcehdl S|
o WITS-TIferd AT A fad FeT|

Impact of Technological Shifts

deethr gRadT &1 YT

e The demand for generative Al training is tied to broader technological shifts reshaping
industries globally.
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STeRfET T3S TGO HT AT SAIR Teheleh IRTTA T ST £ &, SN dRgH TR W
3 Y AT T & W R

Among nine transformative technologies, Al and information processing
technologies are expected to have the most significant impact by 2030 (86% of
employers).

ot aREd T deneient #, TS AR Faar gEERor siefafat o 2030 dw Few
FECIYUT TG g dT 3FAIG & (86% faream) |

Robots and autonomous systems (58%) and energy generation and storage
technologies (41%) are anticipated to have lesser influence.

et 3R Fara yonfedr (58%) 3R FaT 3curest 3R #sRor Wedf@fFar (41%) &
39eTThd HH TG G|

Investment in Al Technologies

s et & frder

Since the release of ChatGPT in November 2022, investment in Al technologies has
increased nearly eight-fold.

A9t 2022 & deAdEr & I gt & a6, TS GleAeifendr 7 fAaer o9 3ms

AT TG AT B
This capital influx is matched by investments in physical infrastructure like servers to
support these technologies.

38 Yol varg & Ay sifas giaard R, o aaR A o foder fohar o g

Shifting Job Roles and Workforce Needs
Tgad! Al HAFT 3R FiaE i MTRIFATT

Projected Growth in Roles by 2030

By 2030, roles like Big Data Specialists, FinTech Engineers, Al and Machine
Learning Specialists, and Software Developers are expected to experience the
fastest net growth.

2030 deh, faer a1 faews, fraes solifaay, wans 3y wefle afefer fews, 3k
HiFedTy Sqerqd SRl fAFET F e a9 gefr H 3AE ¢
Reshaping of Work Tasks

o Currently, 47% of tasks are completed by humans, 22% by technology, and
30% involve collaboration.

IAATT H, 47% FTE ATT SR, 22% e R$r garT, 31X 30% F1F Fgawr
fee ST &1

o By 2030, tasks are expected to be more equally divided, driven by increased
automation (82%) and human-machine collaboration (19%).

2030 deh, T 31 FAT &7 F [Afaa @9 fir 371 &, FTH 82% ARET
Jodl Tgarae 31X 19% ATAg-AMNT g A gam|
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Importance of Equipping the Workforce

FRTT F GATSAT FI HT Heed
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workers with skills for the future.
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Why are crypto withdrawals
being restricted for investors?

Cryptocurrency exchanges operating in India can block or suddenly restrict crypto withdrawals for users in

India, leading to confusion, fear, and a loss of trust in Indian fintech companies

S Paper lll: S&T
Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
udrex, a crypto platform that
is “U.S.-headquartered and
Bengaluru-based” made
headlines this month when it
announced it was temporarily pausing
crypto withdrawals until January 28, to
“enhance the security of our platform and
safeguard against bad actors,” said the
company in an official blog post on
January 12. This comes soon after another
crypto exchange popular with Indians —
CoinDCX — also confused customers with
conflicting information regarding its
crypto withdrawal policy. Indian crypto
investors want to deposit, withdraw, and
trade crypto just like their international
peers, but this is easier said than done.
Crypto traders in the country face several
barriers when transacting through
centralised exchanges due to unclear
domestic laws and vaguely defined risks.
Crypto companies often cite these factors
to justify restricting crypto withdrawals
for customers, thu arking alarm
amongst investors.

What problems are crypto investors
in India facing?

A crypto trader in India who signs up with
a popular centralised exchange must
undergo a detailed registration process
and Know-Your-Customer (KYC)
procedures in order to comply with
India’s Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and
Combating the Financing of Terrorism
(CFT) regulations.

Customers submit their national
identity documents and verify themselves
so they can use the company’s platform
without hurdles, ensuring seamless
service in a market sector where asset
prices can soar and crash in a matter of
seconds.

It is no wonder that many users
experience anger or panic when they
make profits by trading in crypto through
the centralised exchange but then learn to
their shock that they cannot withdraw
their crypto through the same company.

The social media platform X is filled
with complaints from crypto exchange
customers who claim that crypto
withdrawal policies have changed without
warning or that they were not flagged
clearly in the first place. This naturally
leads to fear as crypto investors wonder if
their exchanges are trying to hold on to
user assets or are experiencing liquidity
shortages.

‘Why are cryptocurrency exchanges
restricting withdrawals?

Different crypto exchanges in India have
different policies governing crypto
withdrawals. While some allow crypto
withdrawals, and others allow it for select
users or under special circumstances,
there are also companies that block
crypto withdrawals for all users without
exception.

The most common reasons cited
include fears that the Indian authorities
could penalise the crypto exchange as a
whole if it is discovered that users have
been withdrawing their assets in crypto.
There are also fears that the withdrawn
crypto could be used to carry out illicit
acts or buy banned products through
dark markets.

CoinDCX did not respond to The
Hindu’s emails regarding its crypto
withdrawal policy for this report, but
co-founder Sumit Gupta published a
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Email Id :

thread on X outlining the company’s
approach in this area.

Mr. Gupta on January 15 acknowledged
that while users wanted unrestricted
crypto withdrawals, the company had to
comply with India’s “strict capital
controls.” He noted the risks of expert
criminals escaping detection.

“But once law enforcement agencies
get to know about any such cases, they
freeze the entire exchange bank accounts
indefinitely while they investigate. These
exchange bank accounts hold funds from
both bad actors and genuine users,
directly impacting liquidity of INR funds
of our genuine users,” said Mr. Gupta in
his post on X, when justifying the block

cy.
allow crypto withdrawals on our
platform, however, users can withdraw

GETTY IMAGES

their investments by converting their
crypto into INR on an exchange like ours,
and receive the money in their bank
accounts,” said Balaji Srihari, vice
president, CoinSwitch, in response to The
Hindu’s query.

Meanwhile, crypto exchange Zebpay,
which has its headquarters in Singapore
apart from other international offices,
offers two customer experience modes.
One allows crypto withdrawals, while the
other does not.

In response to The Hindu’s query, Raj
Karkara, COO, ZebPay, confirmed that
crypto withdrawals were allowed for
manual transfers, but not for instant
deposits.

“The Instant Deposit feature allows
users to add INR funds instantly to their
ZebPay accounts, enabling full access to
trading and fiat withdrawals. However,
crypto withdrawals are disabled while

Contact Number : 9971932488
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patrioticias.in

crypto deposits are fully available. This
feature requires a one-time virtual
account setup and supports transfers
through IMPS, NEFT, and RTGS, following
standard banking procedures,” said Mr.
Karkara.

UPI will not be supported in this case.

Meanwhile, manual transfers will have
users add Zebpay’s bank details to their
net banking apps, deposit funds from
their registered bank accounts, and
upload the image of the transaction
receipt or bank statement for proof.

On the other hand, Binance — though
not an Indian crypto exchange —
registered as a reporting entity with
FIU-IND in 2024 after previously being hit
with legal action by the Indian
authorities.

“Users based in India can withdraw
crypto from their Binance accounts,” a
Binance spokesperson said in response to
The Hindu’s query and did not note any
restrictions.

Why is there such a difference? One
reason is that Indian law enforcement
authorities take a serious view of turning
Indian rupees into other currencies,
especially when an easily traced asset
(like INR) is converted to a harder to trace
asset (like Bitcoin) that can be more easily
laundered, sent to militants, or
channelled into private wallets.

However, users should keep in mind
that Binance and WazirX are locked in a
legal dispute over whether or not Binance
owns the Indian exchange. The legal
situation is murky, with a lack of
transparency from both sides and is
expected to continue for some time.

What options do crypto users in India
have?

When crypto withdrawals are no longer
an option for traders in India using
centralised exchanges in the country, they
often have to wait for policies to change
with time or pursue less desirable
options.

For example, in the face of crypto
withdrawal restrictions, many investors
might resort to workarounds such as
selling off their crypto and withdrawing
their assets in rupees, even if this does
not align with their investment plan.

Others may be driven to international
crypto exchanges that do not comply with
Indian tax laws.

Some traders may even avoid this
hassle entirely by investing their funds
through unregulated/decentralised
exchanges with poor safeguards, or
relying on platforms actively run by
malicious actors.

‘What needs to happen to enable
crypto withdrawals?

The most glaring issue is the absence of
clear regulations and laws governing the
flow of crypto in India. While the
government taxes crypto gains and
transactions, the existing legislation does
not protect Indian investors and does not
encourage Indian crypto businesses
either.

In the meantime, several crypto
exchanges that support INR trading pairs
are upgrading their security and KYC
protocols.

CoinDCX’s Mr. Gupta said on X the
exchange was working on an “enhanced
due diligence framework” that would let
eligible users withdraw their crypto in the
future.

Mudrex also noted that it was working
on security, but did not respond to The
Hindu's email.

CoinSwitch’s Mr. Srihari called for
regulations so that crypto withdrawals
could be opened.

“To officially enable crypto
withdrawals for all customers in India, the
introduction of clear regulations and a
well-defined policy framework for VDAs is
essential,” he said.

“Proper regulatory guidelines would
provide clarity and address concerns
around security, compliance, and the
prevention of misuse, creating a safe and
transparent environment for crypto
transactions,” he added.
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Why are crypto withdrawals being restricted for investors?

faaersl & AT fhcer Awr W yfasr Fa7 ame a1 | 87

Cryptocurrency exchanges operating in India can block or suddenly
restrict crypto withdrawals for users in India, leading to confusion,
fear, and aloss of trust in Indian fintech companies.

HRd & Fredagid veadsr ITahrRast & v e e # %
&hd § I1 3= yfaefd FT Thd § TS a7, X 3 aRd
fhered Fufaal & Reamm & gifa adr 2

e Mudrex, a crypto platform that is “U.S.-headquartered and Bengaluru-based,” made
headlines this month when it announced it was temporarily pausing crypto withdrawals
until January 28 to “enhance the security of our platform and safeguard against bad
actors.”

Mudrex, Teh fhCel Telehia i I TH.- &AM 3N Serefe-3Menid’ 8, o 59 #Hglel
GG 9T o190 38 28 S oo fsheel el &1 3Rl &9 & Aehel T wiwom
o, AT “GHAR ToleWhial &I FI&T do1s off Feh AR X dcdl § sara fham S Fehl”

e This comes soon after another crypto exchange popular with Indians, CoinDCX, also
confused customers with conflicting information regarding its crypto withdrawal policy.

Ig 3U* 91 T Jd Tah 3R fohcel toFadst St IRAR™T # el fdd g, CoinDCX, o
8 319elr forcer Y Aifa & TR &7 faRrarear SRy &1, foad anget &7 & Yar

g3l

9
e Indian crypto investors want to deposit, withdraw, and trade crypto just like their
international peers, but this is easier said than done.

AR freer s aed § 6 T 39UaT ARASET THGEIT $I g fsheel ST &Y,
e Y 3R AR =, AfhaT Ig FgaT 3T &, T T

o Crypto traders in the country face several barriers when transacting through centralized
exchanges due to unclear domestic laws and vaguely defined risks.

o # fpcel st o FliFa TFEdS & ATTH § A-GeT I HAT FS ST
ST HIHAT AT TSl g, Fifeh o] Hlsfed IHETSC § 3R SATEHAT HT qfemsm o
TS B

+ Crypto companies often cite these factors to justify restricting crypto withdrawals for
customers, thus sparking alarm amongst investors.

forceY ufaar 3R 37 FROUN FT gaTaT Sl ¢ dlfeh ATgehT & forw foheer ey W™
i ok ST el 38 Toh, forgd fAaemt & & 5T thetar gl
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What problems are crypto investors in India facing?

HRT # frcel fAdusl F v TATITHT FT JTHAT FIAT I3 WT 87

e A crypto trader in India who signs up with a popular centralized exchange must undergo
a detailed registration process and Know-Your-Customer (KYC) procedures in order to
comply with India’s Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Combating the Financing of
Terrorism (CFT) regulations.

HRA H Teh Tohtel SRT ST Teh ellenid Shalhd Terddol ¥ AISe 3T T g, 39

faeqa Fefieor gfean 3ik snfaw s A (KYC) 9fshansit & JeRer gsar § drfe

Ig AR F Al AifesIr (AML) 3R Tdsare faaawor (CFT) fA#AT &1 greie & Toh |
e Customers submit their national identity documents and verify themselves so they can

use the company’s platform without hurdles, ensuring seamless service in a market
sector where asset prices can soar and crash in a matter of seconds.

AqMEeh YA AT Tl I9 STAT i & 3N Ta o T Fd g dlfeh d it
F TIeWHIA FT 3TAET 9T R 37597 & I Toh, 59 YR T W §R a7 &
A Gar Giafad gl 8, Sigl Hufd & e dehst H Tg Fohall & iR X Fepcht
gl

e Itis no wonder that many users experience anger or panic when they make profits by

trading in crypto through the centralized exchange but then learn to their shock that they
cannot withdraw their crypto through the same company.

Ig IS el T 1T FET & o FS IUAETHAT [T AT TSRIGE I HHAT A g ST
I FEFd TS & AEGHA ¥ el F SR X AR FA §, A R ag
qdT IoldT g [ O 38T Yl o ATEIH & 39elr foheer [l J8F & Thd |

e The social media platform X is filled with complaints from crypto exchange customers
who claim that crypto withdrawal policies have changed without warning or that they
were not flagged clearly in the first place.

m%mm%mﬁaﬁxwmwﬁaa?mﬁwmgégﬁmm
& fr frcer R AT 9T Aaraell & deo TS § AT 308 Ugol TAT W TASC &F
o e Rfaa fear ar an

e This naturally leads to fear as crypto investors wonder if their exchanges are trying to
hold on to user assets or are experiencing liquidity shortages.

g TATATAS ®T T T T JeIdl & FAife fohcer s aa § F a1 39
TSl 3odoh U ol 319a) 91T Wy hl HIfAM HT I{ & AT AT I aeAdT bl HaAT
FT FTHTT T ] 2

Why are cryptocurrency exchanges restricting withdrawals?

frcttd TaaeEt qarr st 9v gfdeer Faf e S e 87
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o Different crypto exchanges in India have different policies governing crypto withdrawals.

AR # faffiear forcer veradat & g frcel st st I et arelt srerer-areer
oAfaar g1
+ While some allow crypto withdrawals, and others allow it for select users or under

special circumstances, there are also companies that block crypto withdrawals for all
users without exception.

T TFHdel foheel Tl dr Al & 8, 3R 37 g8 Yheler suderehdisit ar
fay aRfeufast & aepafa & § ool To Fuferr @sf suerrdiat & fow freer
Y &1 foa Rt 3tqare & Ahdr &l

e The most common reasons cited include fears that the Indian authorities could penalize
the crypto exchange as a whole if it is discovered that users have been withdrawing their
assets in crypto.

IY HTH HRUNT F Ig =T AT § &F 301 Ig gar Ior & 3936 dT 39 9
frcet & fasrer @ €, O 9RAT JRIRAT ganrT fhcel Tard<sT &l THT ¥ & &fsd
T ST Fehar 2l

e There are also fears that the withdrawn crypto could be used to carry out illicit acts or
buy banned products through dark markets.

g 3 X § T Aol a5 fohceY &7 3UANET 31dY &raf & el & foT AT 31
Arheq & ATEIH F YiAefT 3curel i @lest & v fFar S Fehar 2

e CoinDCX did not respond to The Hindu’s emails regarding its crypto withdrawal policy
for this report, but co-founder Sumit Gupta published a thread on X outlining the
company’s approach in this area.

CoinDCX o 37 RAI¢E & faw 379et fpcer Al Aifa & &9 The Hindu & S8 &1
Stare set fem, AfdheT Tg-weue AT e X W Th I3 JRRId fhar o
FUT o TOCHIUT &l 3T &8 H ST I

e Sumit Gupta on January 15 acknowledged that while users wanted unrestricted crypto

LT

withdrawals, the company had to comply with India’s “strict capital controls.”
AT et =1 15 Faadl ! TR fham & Safeh ITAeTehdt f9ar gfdeer & foheel
fHAPTEll AE &, FTAT I HRA & ‘g Yol A0 T Glefed el AT
e Another platform, CoinSwitch, followed a similar policy.
s 3 Tewid, CoinSwitch, & Teh FHA Afd IS |

e “We do not allow crypto withdrawals on our platform, however, users can withdraw their
investments by converting their crypto into INR on an exchange like ours, and receive
the money in their bank accounts,” said Balaji Srihari, vice president, CoinSwitch, in
response to The Hindu’s query.

“GH 3T TITHIA W fheer el i Al T & €, greiten, 3TaeTRdr 39w
foheer 3 AR S TFEUS W INR H Sl 39T faaer Ui Aerer asa &, 31K
39 ok @rar J 3T gIed FX Thd 8, qrersit sliigd), 39reTsT, CoinSwitch, o The
Hindua;q%ra:rme‘\agtrml
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* Meanwhile, crypto exchange Zebpay, which has its headquarters in Singapore apart
from other international offices, offers two customer experience modes.

5H o1, fohtel TeRaRiST Zebpay, ToraeT HEATerd TR § 3N 378 Hawrsdg
FHATrAT & WY, A AEH 37I91d AIS T&TT FAT ¢
e One allows crypto withdrawals, while the other does not.

Us A fheer e f sepafa &ar €, safe gEr @ &

e Inresponse to The Hindu’s query, Raj Karkara, COO, ZebPay, confirmed that crypto
withdrawals were allowed for manual transfers, but not for instant deposits.

The Hindu & 93T 3T 3t &d §U, IS FRHI, COO, ZebPay, o Iee H & Heparer
oM & T focel faehrdr 1 3eTAfd &, Afehed doshrel STAT & o 78T

Instant Deposit Feature in ZebPay

ZebPay # s¥ee fauifae Hrew

¢ Instant Deposit allows users to add INR funds instantly to ZebPay accounts, enabling
access to trading and fiat withdrawals.

g¥ie fRuifore Ut # INR B30 gid ZebPay @ral F SISt &1 3egAfa 4o &,
forerar &f¥ar 3k Rrve Rrugiarew o ggw fAerd &

e Crypto withdrawals disabled; crypto deposits are fully available.
freY Riggizrew et ¢ e Ruifeew off e ¥ 39erey £l

¢ Requires a one-time virtual account setup; supports IMPS, NEFT, RTGS transfers.
Teh I T YT WIAT WEHT I HGRIHhll Bl 8; IMPS, NEFT, RTGS THBH
AT T g

e UPI is not supported.

UPI &T §HI 18T 81

e Manual transfers require users to add ZebPay’s bank details and upload proof of
transaction receipt.

TG CEHE H 3ULNTHASN HT ZebPay & da Faawor siiser 3R Ae-aer THlig &t
YHTOT TS el hl TIIHdT gl &l

Binance Registration in India
HRa A a9 &1 gofiaor
e Binance registered as a reporting entity with FIU-IND in 2024.
9" 3 2024 F FIU-IND & Irer Rfé&ar s &7 & goiiaor H|
e Binance users in India can withdraw crypto.
ARG H foeta 3uaerdat frcel fAerer @ &1
e Binance and WazirX involved in legal dispute over ownership.

faeiw 3R WazirX ¥afica @1 o Frpt e 7 £
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Challenges in Crypto Withdrawals in India
R # frce faegiaew & geifaar

Indian law enforcement views INR to crypto conversion as a potential for money
laundering and misuse.

HRAT el Tacel INR T foheel & dcolel &l #ell dlfegar iR qEuAer T HefaeT &
7 F 3@ gl

Users may sell crypto for INR or use international exchanges.
3YAaTehell el T INR H S<e AT HASET TaFraior &l 3YAT lel I Holel &l
Thd gl

Some traders may use unregulated decentralized exchanges.

o i e Rfafe REadga wwadst & 39T w6 g

Need for Clear Regulations for Crypto Withdrawals
el Resnew & Qv Tuse [fATAT f smagsar

Absence of clear regulations on crypto flow in India.

HRA H fFee & yarg & IR axa arel Tase AT fir w47

CoinDCX working on enhanced due diligence framework for crypto withdrawals.
CoinDCX foreet faegizred & forv seora 3R aftsm g X Fe & 7T &
CoinSwitch calls for regulations for crypto withdrawals.

CoinSwitch fseer faesied & fow [Afaast &1 smeare a=ar 2

Clear regulations would address concerns around security, compliance, and misuse
prevention.

Tuse fafeiersT e, eqarer, 3R qEIANT AHYTH HT ol a3l &1 g |
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Keep a watch on thyroid
disorders and do regular
check-ups, suggest experts

|GS Paper IlI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

At a webinar hosted by The
Hindu in collaboration
with Naruvi Hospitals, Vel-
lore, under the Healthy In-
dia Happy India initiative
on Sunday, medical ex-
perts focused on thyroid
disorders, their preven-
tion, and the importance
of early detection.
Aravindan Nair, consul-
tant general and endocrine
surgeon at Naruvi, gave a
bird’s-eye view on thyroid
disorders emphasising on
its prevalence and the

need for regular
check-ups.
“Thyroid gland produc-

es thyroxine, which is ex-
tremely important for nor-
mal functioning of the
body. When it gets low, it is
hypothyroid, and if it is
high, it is hyperthyroid,”
he explained and added
that swelling of thyroid was

a very common
occurrence.
“If you look at a popula-

tion survey, 40% to 50% of
the population will have
undiagnosed thyroid pro-
blem and only a small per-
centage will get detected,”
said Dr. Nair, who also
spoke on malignant thy-
roid conditions.

e ]
shanvi HEALTHIER
@h CHOICES,
=+~ [APPIER
fj@ LIVES.
i (i J0M U5 F9R A WERINAN ON )
HIAPF'V ——
g THYROID DISORDERS:
PREVENTION AND
Macs  EARLY DETECTION

He said cancers of thy-
roid are completely cura-
ble in 90% cases with treat-
ment and not every
thyroid swelling is malig-
nant. “Imaging and clinical
examination are essential
for early intervention and
to avail minimum morbidi-
ty and zero mortality treat-
ment,” Dr. Nair said.

His colleague, Sai Krish-
na Chaitanya P, consultant
endocrinologist, detailed
thyroid function tests, hy-
po and hyperthyroid con-
ditions, and thyroiditis (in-
flammation of the thyroid
gland). Identifying the con-
dition is very important,
he noted.

“Most individuals can
be diagnosed as a part of
health packages. But spec-
ific tests are recommended
when there is a gradual
weight gain or weight loss,
an increase in lethargy and
sleepiness, having no inter-
est in work, feeling tired

and sleepy, having consti-
pation or diarrhoea, men-
strual irregularities, persis-
tent palpitations and
sweating, chronic cough,
difficulty in swallowing or
breathing, delayed growth
in children are symptoms
where hypo or hyperthy-
roidism are suspect and in-
dividuals need to get exa-
mined for thyroid function
test,” Dr. Chaitanya point-
ed out.

Discussing thyroid dis-
orders in pregnancy, Pooja
Ramakant, Professor of En-
docrine Surgery at King
George’s Medical Universi-
ty, Lucknow, stressed the
need for early detection
and management because
a lot of changes that hap-
pen in the body of a preg-
nant woman mimic thy-
roid disorders, which is the
second most common dis-
order after diabetes in
pregnancy.

“These  physiological
changes can continue for
at least a year after preg-
nancy and delivery; gynae-
cologists can have endo-
crine evaluation because
we need to detect them
early to be able to treat
them,” emphasised Dr.
Pooja.

(Webinar is available
at https://bit.ly/4jutgfk)

Keep a watch on thyroid
disorders and do regular
check-ups, suggest experts

IRREE PRI W eaT &
fadwAY fr g

e Atawebinar hosted by The Hindu in
collaboration with Naruvi Hospitals, Vellore,
under the Healthy India Happy India initiative
on Sunday, medical experts focused on thyroid
disorders, their prevention, and the importance
of early detection.

g g carr A 39T, AR & HeAT
TACY AR GATTH HRA g & g ddR
HI IS e afeerR & Rifecar fTwar o
Ugdle] & Hgcd WX &I higd fhaTl

e Aravindan Nair, consultant general and
endocrine surgeon at Naruvi, gave a bird’s-eye
view on thyroid disorders emphasising on its
prevalence and the need for regular check-
ups.

IR ARR, A& & AT 3R TSI
oieT, o ARRISS AHRT 9T Teh AT
Tieawor e, orad 5o yaR 3k Aafaa
Yh-31H HI TaIhdT W AR feam|

e “Thyroid gland produces thyroxine,
which is extremely important for normal

functioning of the body. When it gets low, it is hypothyroid, and if it is high, it is
hyperthyroid,” he explained and added that swelling of thyroid was a very common

occurrence.

"YRRTSS AT YRTFEA 3ceeT Hlal &, 3 RN & AT HRYOTY & fav 3rcdd
FEcAOT &1 I SHHT T FHH &l ST §, a I FPIARSS &ielr ¢, 3R I J§
3T BT g, dl I8 FIRIRYRINISS &IdT &," 3oalel AT 3N SeT & arRigs # orer

Ush AT 9T gl

“If you look at a population survey, 40% to 50% of the population will have
undiagnosed thyroid problem and only a small percentage will get detected,” said Dr.
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Nair, who also spoke on malignant thyroid conditions.
"IfE T U FTHEAT I&TUT &, aY 40% & 50% 1T JATT IRRISS FAEAT T
JHTIAT gt 3R Fhaer T ST Ufard F & SHEHT IdT Toidl," 5T, AT o7 e,
Segler arae arRiss ufaai W o a1 &)

e He said cancers of thyroid are completely curable in 90% cases with treatment and
not every thyroid swelling is malignant.

3o6is el [ RIS & FAT FT 90% AT # Foer § [ ¥ goier @979 § 3R
g URNISS {olel °Tde 6T gleil|

e “Imaging and clinical examination are essential for early intervention and to avall
minimum morbidity and zero mortality treatment,” Dr. Nair said.

rgafir 3 RfFclT Jra wRitF grasia & v smaegs § 3R sgaas Qemersar
3R FT A & ITER I H& & AU, 31 A= F Fgl

o His colleague, Sai Krishna Chaitanya P, consultant endocrinologist, detailed thyroid
function tests, hypo and hyperthyroid conditions, and thyroiditis (inflammation of the
thyroid gland). Identifying the condition is very important, he noted.

37w, W Fr dqeq dft, FHece Tifghallallione, A URRISS el e, §I8al
AR gEeRRiss Rufadl, 3R anRisfEiea (arRiss I & go) W R &
T | 3egier gar F BAfa i ggare Feen g HAgcaqot Bl

o “Most individuals can be diagnosed as a part of health packages. But specific tests are
recommended when there is a gradual weight gain or weight loss, an increase in
lethargy and sleepiness, having no interest in work, feeling tired and sleepy, having
constipation or diarrhoea, menstrual irregularities, persistent palpitations and
sweating, chronic cough, difficulty in swallowing or breathing, delayed growth in children
are symptoms where hypo or hyperthyroidism are suspect and individuals need to get
examined for thyroid function test,” Dr. Chaitanya pointed out.

"ITTRI IfFdAT &1 AT Tareey Yhar &1 REar a0 9 fRar 31 Ihdr &1 olfha
I GeTor a9 6T ST § ST I g I FT T, GEr IR FHig HT agren,
HTH H s T o gIAT, Yhlel 3T g ITAT, ool IT ST, AR GH JATATICT,
AR Ygehal 3R THAT 3T, AT TiEl, AeTeled a1 G o H widaTrs, qedi &
A & & & @e7or A1 §, STeT e AT ERURRISReA Tieaer giar § 3R
ITFAAT Y URRISS el ST FIGET AT, 3. e o IarT|

o Discussing thyroid disorders in pregnancy, Pooja Ramakant, Professor of Endocrine
Surgery at King George’s Medical University, Lucknow, stressed the need for early
detection and management because a lot of changes that happen in the body of a
pregnant woman mimic thyroid disorders, which is the second most common disorder
after diabetes in pregnancy.

Tsfiaedr #F gRRISs [FHRT W wel X U, oI AR, BT sitet Adwe gfaafdd,
TGS H TSIhigd ol I WIha, 3 TRIAS Ygarel 3R YaesT T Faedehdr W
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SN feam aifer amstach Afgell & R H gl arel g TR URRISS fdhRT 1
0T A 8, S THTaEdT H AYAT F 916 qUT Fa@ AT AFR

“These physiological changes can continue for at least a year after pregnancy and

delivery; gynaecologists can have endocrine evaluation because we need to detect
them early to be able to treat them,” emphasised Dr. Pooja.

"I QMIRE IRAd FTHEEAT 3R 99T F 9 FH T HH Th AT do IRT I§ Thd

g, TERNT RAAWs USIhrse Hediehed &Y Hehd § FiTh &4 3o Sfedl Ugdlelsl hl

HIGLGehell § dTieh §H 3olehl Sellol L Feh," 31, Yoll & SR |

Army’s missile firepower thunders down
Kartavya Path in show of strike options

The parade features key missile systems, including BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, upgraded Pinaka Multi-Rocket Launch System, BM-21

Grad MRLS, and the Pralay quasi-ballistic missile system; the new Battlefield Surveillance System, Sanjay, was showcased for the first time

[GS Paper lil: Defence|

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

he missile systems
T showcased on Kar-
tavya Path during

the Republic Day parade
on Sunday capture the
evolving long-range tacti-
cal strike options for the
Indian military, especially
the Army, the need for
which is one of the key les-
sons from the war in
Ukraine.

BrahMos  supersonic
cruise missiles, upgraded
Pinaka Multi-Rocket
Launch System (MRLS)
with a range of 75 km,
BM-21 Grad, which is a 122
mm MRLS, and Pralay qua-
si-ballistic missile system
were among those show-
cased.

The Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) showcased
a model of the indigenous
Advanced Towed Artillery
Gun System (ATAGS) on its
tableau.

In addition to Pralay, the
Army’s new Battlefield Sur-
veillance System, Sanjay,
was at the parade for the
first time. Sanjay has been
jointly developed by the
Army and Bharat Electron-

Address

Ema

Upgraded tech: The Pralay quasi-ballistic missile system being displayed during the 76th Republic Day

parade on Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Sunday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

ics Ltd. at a cost of ¥2,402
crore, and the systems will
be inducted in all opera-
tional brigades, divisions
and corps of the Army in
three phases between
March and October.

As one of the most ad-
vanced rocket systems glo-
bally, the fully automated
214 mm Pinaka MRLS bat-

tery can deliver a salvo of

72 rockets on the target up
to 75 km in 44 seconds, the
commentary booklet dis-
tributed at the parade on
Sunday said. The Army has

four Pinaka regiments in
service and six more are on
order.

Twin-launched Pralay

The Pralay with a twin
launcher system show-
cased at the parade is a
quasi-ballistic missile and
India’s first ballistic missile
designated for convention-
al role. Development trials
of Pralay are over and the
development is now com-
plete, as reported by The
Hindu earlier. The Defence
Acquisition Council has ac-

corded Acceptance of Ne-
cessity for a few hundred
of the missiles for the Army
and the Air Force. “In
threat scenario, Pralay is
capable of destruction of
war waging potential of ad-
versary even before the
commencement of contact
battle owing to its flexible
range and lethality,” the
booklet stated.

The upgraded Pinaka is
going to be the mainstay of
the Army’s long-range
rocket artillery. Last No-
vember, the DRDO an-
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nounced the successful
completion of flight tests of
guided Pinaka rockets of 75
km range, paving the way
for its induction by dou-
bling the original range of
37 km. Work is on to en-
hance the range to 300
km.

Last September, the Ar-
my’s Director-General of
Artillery, Lt. Gen. Adosh
Kumar, said that the Pina-
ka system was being wide-
ly exploited and its ability
was second to none. “We
are looking at extending
the range of the Pinaka
rockets and a lot of work is
going on. The DRDO is con-
fident of achieving it.”

In addition to Pinaka,
the Army has five Grad
rocket regiments and three
Smerch regiments with a
range of 90 km. Another
missile, Nirbhay sub-sonic
cruise missile, the longest
range option, is in an ad-
vanced stage of develop-
ment trials and can be ex-
pected to be showcased in
the next few years.

Specialised ammunition
Another aspect adding to
the lethality of Pinaka is
specialised ammunition.
Trials have been complet-

ed using high-explosive
pre-fragmented rockets in
the Pinaka system, which
will increase the range by
15-20%, and an area denial
munition (ADM) system,
which can be anti-tank and
anti-personnel. Contracts
for procurement of both
are expected to be signed
soon, Lt. Gen. Kumar had
said.

The Grad proved its
worth during the 1999 Kar-
gil War when its ability to
deliver a salvo of 40 rock-
ets in just 20 seconds
played a key role in neutra-
lising fortified enemy posi-
tions on high-altitude ridg-
es. Initially mounted on
the Ural-3750 truck plat-
form, the BM-21 under-
went a significant upgrade,
transitioning to the indige-
nously developed Ashok
Leyland super stallion plat-
form. This upgrade en-
hanced mobility, increased
payload capacity, and
streamlined maintenance,
the commentary noted.

The BrahMos detach-
ment on Kartavya Path, led
by Captain Suraj Singh,
was from the 344 Missile
Regiment, the youngest
unit within the BrahMos
fraternity.
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Army’s missile firepower thunders down Kartavya Path in
show of strike options

HRT T AaEa aFd S Fdew 99 W YT TEEd [Feear Hi
gt foar

The parade features key missile systems, including BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles, upgraded Pinaka Multi-Rocket Launch
System, BM-21 Grad, and Pralay quasi-ballistic missile system.

s # wgw A yonfaar gefdfa # 718, et BrahMos gwafas
Fol fAETE, 371 Pinaka AedIae died fAFeH, BM-21 Grad, 3R
Pralay Far-dfafees Aaea Reea afaa #

e The new Battlefield Surveillance System, Sanjay, was showcased for the first time.

7§ JauarT IR Yo, Sanjay, 9Eell IR FaRid @ TS|

e Sanjay has been jointly developed by the Army and Bharat Electronics Ltd. at a cost
of 2,402 crore, and will be inducted in phases between March and October.

Sanjay FT AR 1 3R ARA sFei@ad fafAes garT 2,402 FN3 AT 9T o
TgFd &9 ¥ fah@d fhar arn g, 3 s A 3R 3ragaw & dr =R A induct fmar
ST |

¢ Pinaka MRLS can deliver a salvo of 72 rockets up to 75 km in 44 seconds.

Pinaka MRLS 44 @ 3 72 J%e 75 fhelt o afeid #X TohdT &
e The Army has four Pinaka regiments in service and six more are on order.
Pinaka ¥fordeq &I ¥a1 # IR fadAcH dar # § 3R o 3R Wadcq 3nger « 81
e The Pralay missile is a quasi-ballistic missile, India’s first ballistic missile for
conventional roles.

Pralay f&T8e U quasi-ballistic fRATE &, AR Fr ggeir ballistic AaTge i
aRuR&® HfFHET & fav g

o Pralay is capable of destruction of war waging potential of adversary even before the
commencement of battle.

Pralay Je&1 & & glel & Tgol & At & Jaur T aw7ar I 75 el H HaiA g

e The upgraded Pinaka has a range of 75 km and is going to be the mainstay of the
Army’s long-range rocket artillery.

3ead Pinaka 7 75 fReft 7 To7 § 3 Ig o &1 el gt 1 Uhe 3nfcerdt &1 HEg

YR §e19M|

e Pinaka guided rockets have successfully completed flight tests of 75 km range,
doubling the original range of 37 km.
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Pinaka g3 ¥l o 75 frelt I & 3311 olieTor dwherdrgds X fe & oraa
ST AT ¥o 37 Y & Qh & a1 B

e The Army has five Grad rocket regiments and three Smerch regiments with a range
of 90 km.

JT & 91T 9TT Grad Ihe Io#ed 3R dil Smerch Wordea §, et & 90 T 81

e Nirbhay sub-sonic cruise missile, the longest range option, is in an advanced stage of
development.

Nirbhay #e-8ifes gt B, ST 98 ofdl 3o arel Aoy 8, A & 3eeta =)o
A Bl

o Trials have been completed using high-explosive pre-fragmented rockets in the
Pinaka system, which will increase the range by 15-20%.

Pinaka YoTrell # gr-TFacafad M-hadies Udew a1 wlietor qu faar arn g, 5 &
&1 15-20% deh FSITaT|

e The BM-21 Grad proved its worth during the 1999 Kargil War, delivering a salvo of 40
rockets in just 20 seconds.

BM-21 Grad & 1999 & FRT e & 3T IUANAAT AMidaT T, 19 58 [ 20
AHS H 40 Udheq FT TF doR FH A

e The BrahMos missile detachment was led by Captain Suraj Singh from the 344
Missile Regiment.

BrahMos framger B¢@sic &1 siqea Feear qer AT =¥ 344 ramger Wodie @ o)
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Assam tea workers prone to
post-TB fungal disease: study

Chronic pulmonary aspergillosis, or CPA, is a life-threatening infection that strikes individuals with

immunodeficiency; an earlier study had flagged prevalence of epidemic dropsy in State’s tea belt

|GS Paper lIl: S&T

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

wo years after a stu-
T dy flagged the epi-

demic dropsy
threat, a new research pap-
er has identified a life-
threatening fungal infec-
tion mostly in the damaged
lungs of tuberculosis survi-
vors among Assam’s tea
plantation workers.

TB has been a major pu-
blic health issue across the
tea belts in Assam’s Brah-
maputra and Barak valleys,
afflicting 217 per 1,00,000
population according to
the National TB Prevalence
Survey of 2019-2021. The
risk factors include pover-
ty, poor nutrition, kitchen
smoke, close contact with
smear-positive  patients,
and living in congested
environments.

A team of researchers
from the Assam Medical
College and Hospital in Di-
brugarh has now put the
focus on chronic pulmon-
ary aspergillosis (CPA), an
infection caused by Asper-
gillus fumigatus, a fungus
that strikes individuals
with immunodeficiency.
CPA is a chronic lung dis-
ease that occurs common-
ly in pre-existing lung cavi-
ties. It mostly occurs in
post-TB or active TB pa-
tients and shares similar
with

clinical features

Persistent problem: TB has been a major publlc health issue
across the tea belts in Assam’s Brahmaputra and Barak valleys. ANI

tuberculosis.

The study, the first of its
kind among tea workers,
was published in the jour-
nal PLOS Neglected Tropi-
cal Diseases. Its authors are
Aishwarya  Selvasekhar,
Reema Nath, Gourangie
Gogoi, and Pronami Borah.

The team examined 128
patients visiting three tea
garden hospitals and two
referral hospitals in Dibru-
garh district, which has 177
of Assam’s 803 major tea
estates and a high TB bur-
den. These patients — tea
workers and their depen-
dents from four tea estates
— experienced chronic
cough, haemoptysis
(coughing blood), weight
loss or fatigue, and other
respiratory symptoms for

three months or more.

Using advanced serolog-
ical testing and radiologi-
cal imaging, the research-
ers recorded a CPA
prevalence of 17.18% in the
year-long study. CPA sero-
positivity was 18.5% in ac-
tive TB patients but spiked
to 48.9% in those who had
completed treatment, un-
derlining the fungal infec-
tion as a post-TB health
issue.

Worse than Africa
The mean age of the pa-
tients was 41.9 and CPA
was found to be more com-
mon in middle-age male
workers (80 against 48 fe-
males).

According to the study,
Assam’s high CPA preva-

lence of 60 cases per
1,00,000 people exceeds
the global average of 42.
The scenario is worse than
in African countries such
as Nigeria and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo,
where the prevalence rang-
es from 20 to 50. The re-
searchers suggested test-
ing for Aspergillus
antibodies in patients who
come with respiratory
symptoms after comple-
tion of TB treatment to
diagnose the cases early
and treat them
subsequently.

“This will help to de-
crease the morbidity and
mortality due to this ne-
glected and under-diag-
nosed disease in tea gar-
den hospitals as well as
other TB hospitals,” they
said. The researchers ad-
vised campaigns to train
healthcare providers to re-
cognise CPA symptoms
and educate workers about
respiratory health, nutri-
tion, and hygiene.

In the context of nutri-
tion, health experts point-
ed to a two-year-old study
on epidemic dropsy pu-
blished in the Cureus Jour-
nal of Medical Science.

Epidemic dropsy is
caused by the consump-
tion of edible oils contami-
nated with the oil from Ar-
gemone mexicana, a poppy
of Mexican origin.

Assam tea workers
prone to post-TB
fungal disease: study
A 9T HfAST A
Adl & 91 It
AR HT AT

FeEqgeT

Two years after a study
flagged the epidemic
dropsy threat, a new
research paper has
identified a life-
threatening fungal
infection mostly in the
damaged lungs of
tuberculosis survivors
among Assam’s tea
plantation workers.

gl |Tel g UH HeqqA
o AFANY F T H et
A $ Adraet & ot 3w
T 4T AT I 3H{H &
AT §91eT HfAST F Ol

¥ 3 TF ARl F afaaed $6st # faa F AT g ara worer
HAHACT T garT FIT ¢l

TB has been a major public health issue across the tea belts in Assam’s Brahmaputra
and Barak valleys, afflicting 217 per 1,00,000 population according to the National TB

Prevalence Survey of 2019-2021.

& 3EH T FEAYT IR W T & A doc A Teh YHE Aol Faeed
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FAEAT W &, S T At AR FHRTOT 2019-2021 & HTER 1,00,000 SFFHEAT FH &
217 QA S FHATTIT LT gl

o The risk factors include poverty, poor nutrition, kitchen smoke, close contact with smear-
positive patients, and living in congested environments.

@A dedl # e, T qrwor, TS 43T, Raar-aifafes 7St & @y e 99,
3R HHTIT arereRor H Eelr AAA B

o Ateam of researchers from the Assam Medical College and Hospital in Dibrugarh has
now put the focus on chronic pulmonary aspergillosis (CPA), an infection caused by
Aspergillus fumigatus, a fungus that strikes individuals with immunodeficiency.

Bee & 3rad AT Fiaer AR IETarer & AU H vd A7 F 39 Ffes
oAl WRMAANTAT (CPA) W 1T g fohar g, S e ffew wgfaeied @1es
Teh haTd GaRT glel dTell HHAUT g, ST g iefRdd arer cafeaail & genfaa e
gl

e CPA s a chronic lung disease that occurs commonly in pre-existing lung cavities. It
mostly occurs in post-TB or active TB patients and shares similar clinical features with
tuberculosis.

CPA T shifeleh hthg &l AR & ST WI-UlFHEear sl & G131 & AAI: Bl
g1 I8 3ifepiera: At & e a1 afra & AT & adr § 3R saF Je1or A F
AT gt gl

e The study, the first of its kind among tea workers, was published in the journal PLOS
Neglected Tropical Diseases.

Tg IETA, S AT HfAP H U G F Tgell g, Nuarsied Aradaes eiisd
%Gﬁslsraﬁaﬁwfﬂ?rgmaﬂ

e The team examined 128 patients visiting three tea garden hospitals and two referral
hospitals in Dibrugarh district, which has 177 of Assam’s 803 major tea estates and a
high TB burden.

aH & BeTe Sl & et o ome 3RTdrell 3R a6 YT 3Eddrell # 128 A
T qQ&Tor o, foreel 3rH & 803 YHW U weredl A @ 177 ffua § 3R ggr &
FT 9 ST B

e These patients — tea workers and their dependents from four tea estates —
experienced chronic cough, haemoptysis (coughing blood), weight loss or fatigue, and
other respiratory symptoms for three months or more.

soT ARG — T HfAST 3R 3596 AT — F IR T T T PfEE @,
YACeEfRY ([FaHE), I9 g1 A1 I, 3R T 7D 1 399 3¥E HY aF

3T QEHT SI&TUT T 3eTera fonaT|

e Using advanced serological testing and radiological imaging, the researchers recorded a
CPA prevalence of 17.18% in the year-long study.

Jeold ERYeTorRd diaTor 3R AR AT 1 39aer Ha g, M3t
TS Tl & eTIA H CPA FT AR 17.18% &of fhaT|
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o CPA seropositivity was 18.5% in active TB patients but spiked to 48.9% in those who
had completed treatment, underlining the fungal infection as a post-TB health issue.

CPA 1 fifafefadY afsha dst #AAST 7 18.5% &Y, afeheT ST &1 3UAR QU R I
d, 395 TE 48.9% do tlg?r IS, S &Y & S BTl THAUT I TAELT JHEAT F FT
#H Y@ifhd I Bl

e The mean age of the patients was 41.9 and CPA was found to be more common in
middle-age male workers (80 against 48 females).

A 1 JHET 357 41.9 A 3R CPA #EIH MY 31 & TIW AfAS A 3w G
arT AT (JENT H 80, Afgen3t H 48)|

e According to the study, Assam’s high CPA prevalence of 60 cases per 1,00,000 people
exceeds the global average of 42.

HEIT & AR, 3FA H 60 AW 9fd 1,00,000 @F1 & A1 3T CPA Y8R g, St
dfRae 3T 42 @ 31fE 7

e The scenario is worse than in African countries such as Nigeria and the Democratic
Republic of Congo, where the prevalence ranges from 20 to 50.

Iz feufa nhdy got 39 assiREr 31k sasfes Rufeas 3w w7 31f0s e

g, ST8T 9aR 20 ¥ 50 & €T &l

e The researchers suggested testing for Aspergillus antibodies in patients who come with
respiratory symptoms after completion of TB treatment to diagnose the cases early and
treat them subsequently.

MUHATIHT A TB ITAR G el & §1G 2T o&T0N & A 3ol arel #AJAT 7
TERATAH TEETsIe 1 GETOT S 1 gera o, difes Al @ efer e
ST & 3R 3% 91¢ & 3uaRa far S Il

o This will help to decrease the morbidity and mortality due to this neglected and under-
diagnosed disease in tea garden hospitals as well as other TB hospitals.

I AT T EqdTel 3R e el 3 Eqdrel & 39 39faid 3R e #r 718
AR & SROT gl arell AfAAT 3N HF ST 1 A Fel & A HM|

e The researchers advised campaigns to train healthcare providers to recognize CPA
symptoms and educate workers about respiratory health, nutrition, and hygiene.

QMETSH AT & TARELT VAT YSTATHT I CPA &0l & Ugaldsl & folv gifea ey 3R
SRS P @GHT FTAELY, N7 3R FaeadT & IR & ST s & v 3f@Haer
HeTg Sl

¢ In the context of nutrition, health experts pointed to a two-year-old study on epidemic
dropsy published in the Cureus Journal of Medical Science.

99T & el H, Tareey f[JAWHAT o Cureus Journal of Medical Science & YarIfid
FETANT 3Teell R &7 AT & AT I 3R FART |

e Epidemic dropsy is caused by the consumption of edible oils contaminated with the oil
from Argemone mexicana, a poppy of Mexican origin.
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FETANT 3TcHY Argemone mexicana & dd ¥ ¥ @I el & daT & gl &, o
AfFHRT 3cafy & weh Odr F 3 g

Indian space programme breaks
into 2025 in ‘mission mode’

‘The PSLV-C60 mission laid the foundations for ]

4 and the Bharatiya Anta

sh Station. Forthcoming test flights will move India closer to

human s

S Paper lli: Space Technology

INDIA IN SPACE
Pradeep Mohandas

ust as 2024 was the year India
developed a vi
programme, 2025 is likely
have the programme in mission
mode. The PSLV-C60 mission, underway
as the year began, laid the foundations for
Chandrayaan-4 and the Bharatiya
Antariksh Station
Forthcoming test flights will move
dia closer to human spaceflight, soon to
receive a helping hand from a third
pproved for construction at
a, continuing work on the
n Launch Vehicle (NGLY),
and a change of guard at ISRO.

SpabeX, a team effort

, the P
ish Dhawan
Space Center (SDSC) in Sriharikota. About
15 minutes after liftoff, the rocket
delivered the Space Docking Experiment
(SpabeX) satellites at slightly different
velocities info a 475-km circular orbit.

Then manath said
the nominal mn- forthe docking anempe
M. Sankara
director of the s Satelte Centre.
(URSC), said this was ta allow the satellites
to power up their solar cells.

Indian private compar
Aerospace provided ground
Station-as-aservice support for the
mission alongside ISRO. It was able to
simultancously command the two
SpaDeX satellites and provided
omprehensive mission support in
under a month.

‘Swiss space situational awareness

eflight, soon to receive a helping hand from a third launch pad at Sriharikota,

ISRO launches the PSLV-C60 from the Sati

prr\pu!xlnn system for 30 seconds, tilting
th POEM The system used

company s2a systems als
of the distance between the two satellites
on social medi
“This separation reached far rendezvous
conditions, .e., 1020 km, on January 2
arted moving closer on
s ginally planned
7 but rescheduled by
two \Lq.\ b calling it off altogether.
On January 8, the ory
when the inter-satellite
reduced from 500 m to 2 e drift
between the Q(.lllvv; was greater than
i od the
separation to 6:8 Yo oo samsary B
started o
On January 10, the satellites were put
on *hald" mode to maintain an
inter satellte distance of 1.5 km then
maved closer together on Janua ay| nand
“held at 230 m. On January 12, th
inter sateflite distance was redy
further to 105 m, subsequently h)h m,
and then to 3 m. At this point, ISRO
decided to mave the satellites apart ance
again s it could analyse data from the
satellites' sensors before the next attemps.
According to s2a systems, the
inter-satellite separaton grew 0 10.9 km
on January m there the next
docking attempt was I.xumhwl They
came within 2.6 km of each other on
January 13 and to 900 m on January 15.
Finally, on January 16, ISRO issued a
statement saying the two satellites had
successfully docked and stabilised
themselves in orbit. ISRO thus made
history by completing ts first in-orbit
rendezvous and docking. Later that day,
both satellites were controlled together
one of them, a feat necessary for
lunar and space-station docking.
ISRO said the next steps involved
transferring power from one satellite to
the other and, later, undocking

nce was

POEM4, the orbital testbed

SpaDeX satellites, the rocket’s fourth
stage was moved 1o a 350-km circular
rbit and had its fuel dumped (a process
called passivation, done so that the fuel
doesn’t explode and create a debris fiels
In this form, it was ready for the PSLV
Orbital Experimental Module (POEM4)
phase of its mission, when the fourth
s to orbit the earth like a satellite.
24 payloads: 14 from ISRO and
10 from academia and private industry

ISRO's Relocatable Robotic
Manipulator Technology Demmonstrator
tested its movement and relocation
capability from one part of
POEM4 to another. The Debris Capture
Robotic Arm Manipulator also moved its
arm, but ISRO wasn't clear about whether
it managed to capture the piece of debris
tethered to the payload. The Compact
Research Module for Orbital Plant Studies
(CROPS) had cowpea seeds germinate in
orbit and studied the leaves.

On December 31, 2024, Manastu
Space’s Vyom 2U payload fired its green

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

ary green fuel
MS289, Manast, fired the eystem o
again on January 13, this time having
POEM4 perform a somersault with an
angular velocity of 1.5° per second

Similarly, Be Aerospace fired its
RUDRA payload for 60 seconds to impart
an angular velacity of 1.4° per second and
turn POEM4 around by 80%,

N Space Tech's payload,
SwetchaSATO, established
communications with its ground station.
ayload, designed and built in-house,
tested communications in the UHF to Ku
bands

‘The SIC Institute of Technology :

had successfully received dz
eir jointly-developed
amateur radio messaging payload. Many
amateur radio operators
images received from B
amateur radio mailing lists

GalaxEye also announced the
successful performance of its payload,
GLXSQ. The company said it had

lso shared
ARPIT on

The Spacecraft

hawan Space Cent

d the

achieved all mission abjectives, including
ing GLX-SQ to create a
ntheticaperture radar (SAR) im
TakeMe?2Space successfully conducted
an in-orbit demonstration of its MOITD
ficial intelligence unit, it
from the ground
mal code on the
and [downiinked] the ... results.”
pany said it faced “a critical
failure in the camera hardware,” however.
Amity University said its Amity Plant
Experimental Module in Space (APEMS)
yielded positive results in its attempt to
grow a plant in controlled conditions
onboard POEM4.

Change of guard
While the SpaDeX and POEM4 missions

n ook over from Somanath as
ISRO chairman on January 14.
an ,\dmmmnm Liquid
Propulsion Systems Cen
Thiruvananthapuram, ndled work on
the cryogenic and semi-cryogenic
engines. He also chaired a committee 1o
examine the failure of the Chandrayaan2

ontinuing work on NGI

in Srinarikota on December 30, 2024. AFP

, and a change of guard at ISRO

On January u. lllc um\.mllm-s
Ld d I |

ISRO said next steps involved
transferring power from one to
the other and undocking

moon landing attempt.

Aboard Transporter 12

Three Indian companies flew their
payloads onboard SpaceX's Transporter
12 mission on January 15. They were part
of another 131 payloads that con 9
rocket delivered to orbit.

First, Phxxel Space’s three Firefly
hyperspeetral satellites became the first
private Indian satellite constellation; three
more are to fly in the future. The
company announced on social media that
all three satellites had deployed their
solar arrays and had started generating
power, were stabilised, and had
established two-way communication
links.

Second, Digantara launched its Space
Camera for Object Tracking for space
awareness and to augment its
bilities. The com
the satellite was gener:
and had stabilised. The
move to its commissioning phase to
mission: (o precisely track

LINX Lal

miniaturised communications satellite,
built for US-based Almagest Space
Corporation on its XDSATNS platform,
was assembled, integrated, and tested by
Ananth Technologies. The satellite

small E-band satellite communic:
payload that sent a “hello from spac
message to mark the start of its mission.

Space tech and science
The Union cabinet approved the
construction of a third kunch pad at
SDSC at a cost of ¥3984.86 crore. It's
expected to be built by 2029, to serve as a
backup for the second launch pad as well
as support for human spaceflight facilities
and ISRO’s NGLV.

1SRO also successfully tested its Vikas
engine’s ability to restart, Le., stop firing,
then start again, at its propulsion complex

Mahendragii. The engine was fired for
60 seconds, shut offfor 120 seconds, and
fred again for seven second

Teniaess 0 opesats i thks way
ummp‘n re The fourth-stage liquid
engine of the PSLY already has restart
capability in the vacuum of space
Finally, on January 6, ISRO released the
frst tranche of data collected by its
tya-Ll mission, exactly a year after the
ssion had started to study the sun and
its effects on the inner solar system
(Pradeep Mohandas is a technical writer
and spac

info@patrioticias.

Indian space programme
breaks into 2025 in ‘mission
mode’

HRAT FdReT FRIHA 2025
‘e A’ A YA 3

The PSLV-C60 mission laid the
foundations for Chandrayaan-4 and
the Bharatiya Antariksh Station.
Forthcoming test flights will move
India closer to human spaceflight,
soon to receive a helping hand from
a third launch pad at Sriharikota,
continuing work on NGLV, and a
change of guard at ISRO

froauerdi-H60 A o wgam-4 3l

WA 3aier T $r sig @i

AT &I AR FY AAT HARET

I F IR Fha o AN, STeg @

sfeReer & faY dfew 43 & A

e, vashivadt @ &1 SR o
AU # sgag g

SpaDeX, ateam effort

T, U OF IO

. On December 30, 2024, the PSLV-
C60 mission lifted off from the Satish
Dhawan Space Center (SDSC) in
Sriharikota.

30 feHET 2024 I PSLV-C60 fAerT
adier gaer 3rafikar &g (SDSC), sheRerer
¥ 337 H{




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e About 15 minutes after liftoff, the rocket delivered the Space Docking Experiment
(SpabeX) satellites into a 475-km circular orbit.

3T A F T 15 ATe 91€, Udhe o TAW Sifher TAWT (FISFH) 3UAGT FT 475
St qaePR Fam A TURd |

¢ ISRO Chairman S. Somanath stated that the nominal date for the docking attempt
would be January 7, 2025.

ISRO & 37ege] TH. BYAATT ¥ gl foh SifeheT Jamg I reel afi@ 7 Si=1ady 2025
gref|

e M. Sankaran, Director of the UR Rao Satellite Centre (URSC), mentioned that this
delay allowed the satellites to power up their solar cells.

TH. HHOT, UR 7T 39U ¥g (URSC) F e & Ieaw frar & g & & suereh
#1379 g d1at A T ey &7 3aE el

o Kepler Aerospace, an Indian private company, provided ground station-as-a-service
support for the mission.

FIR TIRIFAH, Tsh ARSI Al Ul oF AU & o0 AP35 VRAT-F-v9 # a1
axYe verA fohar|

e The satellites reached far rendezvous conditions (10-20 km) on January 2, 2025, and
began moving closer on January 6, 2025.

3R o gradt e Rufar (10-20 ) 2 steradt 2025 # ured &, 3R 6 FTEdr 2025
Y TH-GI F HA 3

o Initially, the webcast for January 7 was rescheduled by two days and then called off
due to the drift between the satellites.

7 Faadt & AT JgdRe 1 o o & faw e @ [T Far = 3tk f 3eret

& dIT R F HRUT g H f6dr =7

e OnJanuary 8, 2025, the distance between the satellites was reduced from 500 m to
225 m, but the drift was greater than expected.

8 SteTadl 2025 1 3UEl &F A= FH gl 500 HeX & 225 HeX TF ©erg TS, olfeheT
golddl 319aT & 3f¥e |

e January 9, 2025: The inter-satellite distance was increased to 6-8 km before restarting
the attempt.

9 STadt 2025: geX-Veerse gl i 6-8 fralt sgrar arar R R v &1 e & &
fepam I

e By January 10, 2025, the satellites were put on ‘hold’ mode to maintain a distance of
1.5 km, then moved closer on January 11, 2025, and held at 230 m.

10 SteTadl 2025 cTeh, 3UIET T ‘§les’ Al W @1 AT dMfeh 1.5 forelt T gl s=me &l
ST &, T 11 Feradl 2025 T TH-gaY & T 31 g 230 AR | =R & v

e OnJanuary 12, 2025, the inter-satellite distance was reduced to 105 m, then 15 m, and
finally to 3 m.
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12 FTady 2025 T ge-Hedse g i 105 HeX @ T 15 et 3R Y 3 dAer as

Yrar 9|

e January 13, 2025: The satellites came within 2.6 km of each other and to 900 m on
January 15, 2025.

13 STl 2025 T 3YIE Teh-g@ & 2.6 el &hr gl oeh 31 1T AR 15 Stavadt 2025

T 900 HYeT X 31T 17|

e Finally, on January 16, 2025, ISRO confirmed that the two satellites successfully
docked and stabilised in orbit.

3cc: 16 SeTadl 2025 HT ISRO o YR T o aldl 3UaIg TholaTydeh St fFT 10 3R
el 7 &R g v

o Later that day, both satellites were controlled together from one of them, marking a
significant milestone for lunar and space-station docking.

34 &t 91 #, Gl 39l @l v A § ve gEnr AAfa B = o 9w sk
HARET-FEAA Sifdhar & T veh FAgcaqul Hiel & T2 B

e ISRO's next steps involved transferring power from one satellite to another and
eventually undocking.

ISRO & 31T Al H TF 3996 & @Y A Foll T TAEATAROT 3N 3 Sifdar
g ATTA 2T

POEMA4, the orbital testbed
POEM4, wefr gdietor &g

o After the PSLV-C60 mission deployed the SpaDeX satellites, the rocket’s fourth stage
was moved to a 350-km circular orbit and had its fuel dumped.

PSLV-C60 fRere gaRT TI3dFd 399IET 1 OIS el & dI, Uche & 1Y TOT & 350
et gaR Fam A WEaRd R e 3R s Sy e R

e This process, called passivation, was done to prevent the fuel from exploding and
creating a debris field.

g YfhaT ! qIfAARIeT gl STdT g, Sit ST o [ATmifed gl iR AaS & aF &

AT ey F Vbt & AT fomar 12|

e The PSLV Orbital Experimental Module (POEM4) phase of the mission began, where
the fourth stage was to orbit the Earth like a satellite.

fAereT & PSLV Fal y@iTTcas Aigge (POEMA4) TROT I YBIHT g, STeT Tt =or
qedl & TRT 3R Weemge HT e IRFHAT HEM

e POEMA4 carried 24 payloads: 14 from ISRO and 10 from academia and private
industry.

POEM4 # 24 9a1s &: 14 ISRO & 31X 10 3@ 3R fsh ez ¥

e ISRO’s Relocatable Robotic Manipulator-Technology Demonstrator tested its
movement and relocation capability.
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ISRO #1 {elieweaa Vaiies Afqaet-Laiare SATeeet o el afq 3 I:

FUTATAROT &THAT T geToT foham|

e The Debris Capture Robotic Arm Manipulator also moved its arm, but ISRO was
unclear about whether it captured the piece of debris tethered to the payload.

sftw Foax Jafew Imt Afagaer s o 39 §ig RS, AftheT ISRO Tse #gt o1 b

T 381 Jells @ ST HeldT TehsT AT|

e The Compact Research Module for Orbital Plant Studies (CROPS) had cowpea
seeds germinate in orbit and studied their leaves.

F9¥s Rud Aflgge B 3ifdee caie Fedar (CROPS) & F13dt fiat #t Fam 7
FHR Fohar AR 3e1eh ool 1 IregTeT o

e On December 31, 2024, Manastu Space’s Vyom 2U payload fired its green
propulsion system for 30 seconds, tilting the POEM4 stage by 24 degrees.

31 REET 2024 F, AOEG T & A 2U Ye1s o 30 98 & AT 3191 et Naeer

Rves wr T3, f5red POEM4 =voT &t 24 f3aft grepr e aram

e OnJanuary 13, 2025, Manastu fired its system again, having POEM4 perform a
somersault with an angular velocity of 1.5 degrees per second.

13 STera’l 2025 T, ARG A 39T AFed iy § R fovan, fSad POEM4 &
eEtee fman iR 3Eh Fofi afa 1.5 Bt gy @ W@

o Similarly, Bellatrix Aerospace fired its RUDRA payload for 60 seconds, imparting an
angular velocity of 1.4 degrees per second and turning POEM4 by 80 degrees.

ST og, AAIEFH TIFAW o 39T RUDRA 9alls 60 @3 & Tl ®r T, forad
POEM4 & 80 f3aft gaT feam aram 3R 3@ehr ol a1f 1.4 ol wf Qs W@

e N Space Tech’s payload, SwetchaSAT-VO0, established communications with its
ground station.

Tl TF ¢F & Udlg, TTBISAT-VO0, ¥ 39 A3 T & 1 TR Taioa R

e The SJC Institute of Technology and Upagraha Amateur Radio Club at URSC
received data from their jointly-developed amateur radio messaging payload, BGS-
ARPIT.

SJIC $FTYE 3HH TFATarslt 3R URSC # 39arg <Mt IBAT Foa o 37 aqFa &
¥ sl difr AT weer dals, BGS-ARPIT & 3er ured fama|

o GalaxEye announced the successful performance of its GLX-SQ payload, which
achieved all mission objectives, including synthetic-aperture radar (SAR) imaging.

AAFHIMS A 379 GLX-SQ a8 & el YeeleT T aivor &, ooy et et
3eaRdl &l ured fohar, fad fRdfR®-taw@w WR (SAR) gafser o anfAe g

e TakeMe2Space successfully conducted an in-orbit demonstration of its MOI-TD
payload, uploading large models, executing external code, and downlinking the results.

TakeMe2Space ¥ 319aY MOI-TD 9dllS FT FeTT H Bl YeleT o, fas §3 Afsa
3veis fou, Sl s Avmfea frar 3tk aRome sEafes o)
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However, TakeMe2Space faced a critical failure in its camera hardware.

gTelifeh, TakeMe2Space &1 3Tt HAT FTEAAT H WHTT fABerdr T TTHAT HIAT UST|

Amity University successfully grew a plant in controlled conditions on board POEM4
through its Amity Plant Experimental Module in Space (APEMS).

HAE freafdeamera 7 POEM4 W fdfya aRfeufadt @ dier awerdarqds 39, sa
A coare vrwaRFAed AlZgd 59 FIH (APEMS) & ATEIH |

Change of guard
VT Aqed IRac=

While the SpaDeX and POEM4 missions were executed, V. Narayanan took over from
Somanath as ISRO Chairman on January 14, 2025.

I SpaDeX 3R POEM4 fAere Fanfaid & @ &, V. AR o B1FA1T § ISRO &

HEFeT & FT H 14 FAd 2025 I GSHR THTT|

V. Narayanan was the director of the Liquid Propulsion Systems Center in
Thiruvananthapuram and led work on cryogenic and semi-cryogenic engines.

V. AR all 9o fAEeqg et & e &, 3R 3l deas 3T a-
FRRAF S99 W F1F Fam|

He also chaired a committee to examine the failure of the Chandrayaan-2 moon-
landing attempt.

Sogiel AGATT-2 TGHAT AT I HT APerar Hr ST & AU v FfATY & regefar
&l

Aboard Transporter 12
Transporter 12 # AR

Three Indian companies flew their payloads onboard SpaceX’s Transporter 12
mission on January 15, 2025.

T AR HUfAAT of SpaceX & Transporter 12 f&e & 15 Setadt 2025 FI 3791
qlls &l &S|

These payloads were part of 131 payloads delivered to orbit by the Falcon 9 rocket.
T Yolls 131 Yeiigd &1 feear &, e Falcon 9 e & FaTm H Fam|

Pixxel Space’s three Firefly hyperspectral satellites became the first private Indian
satellite constellation, with plans for three more satellites in the future.

Pixxel Space & dieT Firefly gIeURTAFE YA Ugell foloil HRAT 3YAE hiaiehl &of
T, 3R #fasy & I 3R 3TIE #9 S A AT gl

All three satellites deployed their solar arrays, stabilized, and established two-way
communication links.

A 3gIE A 3e R dae dara [T, R g are iR Q-avwr §ur o wanfa
Eayl
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« Digantara launched its Space Camera for Object Tracking for space situational
awareness and to augment its ground capabilities.

Digantara & 3191 T4H HRT B Teatae fFar diea 1, 5t 4w Rgeereer
A 3R 3= ST & & see F fow o)

e The satellite began generating solar power and stabilized. It will now move to its
commissioning phase to track objects in low-earth orbit.

3918 o @R FAT &l SculesT el Y& fohar 3R R g1 13| 319 I8 FA-3NTAT Fam
H gEIT B ¢ A & fow FiAAfAeT Ser Hr 3R e

o XDLINX Labs’ Elevation 1 miniaturised communications satellite, built for Almagest
Space Corporation on its XDSATNS platform, sent a “hello from space” message.

XDLINX @e® #T Elevation 1 §&H&™ H9R 393§, 3T Almagest Space Corporation
& T XDSATNS Teh R FATIT IRT 2T, F U "TI @ AATS TS |

e The Union Cabinet approved the construction of a third launch pad at SDSC at a cost
of ¥3984.86 crore.

AT Ffe o7 SDSC # 33984.86 FZ 1 aeTd T ey difear Y3 F AT &1 FAsLh
arl

e This new launch pad is expected to be completed by 2029 to support human
spaceflight and ISRO’s NGLV.

$H AU died U5 & fAAT0T 2029 & G g T 3FAIG &, S ARG HaARET 336 3R
ISRO & NGLV &I g&HIT &am|

e ISRO successfully tested its Vikas engine’s restart ability at its propulsion complex in
Mahendragiri.

ISRO & 310e1 Ty §oter & qoT: WIS &THT T G{T0T ALE A H 30T Wioeere
HIFClFH H Hhelar s fhaT|

e The engine was fired for 60 seconds, shut off for 120 seconds, and fired again for 7
seconds.

goleT HI 60 s & AT FaATT a4T, 120 AFs & fow s har amam, 3R T 7 dhs
& forv R & Stemar ar=m|

e ISRO has more tests planned before certifying the engine’s readiness for atmospheric
operations.

ISRO & UTH & Eolel & dldIaR0T H ATl & folv JATOIT R § Ugel S

{1870 IieTeeey g1
e OnJanuary 6, 2025, ISRO released the first tranche of data from its Aditya-L1 mission
to study the sun and its effects on the inner solar system.

6 STeAadl 2025 I, ISRO o 3791 Aditya-L1 f&ers & urcd ggelt 321 fhea SRy &, Sraenr
3CCT I 3R FH ToHTal 1 A el AT
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Remains of Mbiresaurus raathi, which was only
about one metre tall, with a long tail, and
weighed up to 30 kilograms, were found in
Zimbabwe in 2019. AFP

Where did
dinosaurs
first evolve?

|GS Paper lll: S&T |
Reuters

Dinosaurs long dominated the earth’s
land ecosystems with multiple forms,
including plant-eating giants like
Argentinosaurus, meat-eating brutes like
Tyrannosaurus, and weirdos like
Therizinosaurus, with its Wolverine-like
claws. But the origin of dinosaurs —
precisely when and where they first
appeared — remains a bit of a puzzle.
Researchers are now proposing a
surprising location for the birthplace of
dinosaurs, based on the locations of the
currently oldest-known dinosaur fossils,
the evolutionary relationships among
these early forms, and the earth’s
geography during the Triassic Period.
This locale spans the modern-day Sahara
desert and Amazon rainforest regions,
now separated by thousands of
kilometres and an ocean thanks to a
geological process called plate tectonics.
“When dinosaurs first appear in the
fossil record, all the earth’s continents
were part of the giant supercontinent
Pangaea. Dinosaurs emerged in the
southern portion of this landmass, known
as Gondwana,” said Joel Heath, a
palaeontology doctoral student at
University College London and the
Natural History Museum in London and
lead author of the study, published on
Thursday in the journal Current Biology.
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“Our research suggests they likely
originated in the low-latitude regions of
Gondwana near the equator, an area that
today includes northern South America
and northern Africa,” Heath added.

The earliest-known dinosaur fossils
date to roughly 230 million years ago,
including Eoraptor and Herrerasaurus

Research suggests dinosaurs
likely originated in low-latitude
regions of Gondwana near the
equator, an area that today
includes northern South America
and northern Africa

from Argentina, Saturnalia from southern
Brazil, and Mbiresaurus from Zimbabwe.
While sharing certain traits defining them
as dinosaurs, they had sufficient
differences that suggest millions of years
of dinosaur evolution had already
occurred.

“While earlier research has focused on
southern South America and southern
Affrica as the area of origin of the
dinosaurs, based on where their fossils
first appear, we suggest that significant
gaps in the fossil record, particularly in
regions that today include the Sahara
desert and the Amazon rainforest, may
hold the potential to reveal where the
earliest dinosaurs were living,” Heath
said.

The researchers said dinosaurs
probably emerged approximately 245-230
million years ago, when these equatorial
regions were extremely hot and dry.

“It likely included deserts,
savannah-like habitats, and possibly
forested areas prone to seasonal wildfires.
Previously, it was believed that dinosaurs
were absent from these harsh
environments,” Heath said.

Fossils from this time and region are
rare. This might be because the
conditions were not ideal for preserving
the remains of land animals or because
the rocks containing these fossils haven’t
been discovered yet, Heath said.

The Amazon and the Sahara also are
difficult for palaeontologists to explore
due to the logistical challenges.

Dinosaurs evolved from more primitive
reptiles after the earth’s biggest
mass-extinction event caused by extreme
volcanism at the end of the Permian
Period, about 252 million years ago.
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Where did dinosaurs first evolve?

SR e JEd el Adhfaa gu?

The Origin of Dinosaurs

SEATERY Y 3caf

o Researchers suggest a surprising location for the birthplace of dinosaurs, based on the
locations of the oldest-known dinosaur fossils and the earth’s geography during the
Triassic Period.

AR T GoTa § o STAERT &1 SIer3fA Teh il arel TAW 9T 8 Fhell &,
S I Qe AT SHAER & SHareAm & rel 3R Aqw Frer & alwer gedr
@IS TR TR B

e The birthplace spans the modern-day Sahara desert and Amazon rainforest regions,
separated by thousands of kilometers and an ocean due to plate tectonics.

SFAAFH & FRUT goRT fhaiteer 3R T AGRAPR & 371 & a1 g

o Dinosaurs emerged in the southern portion of Pangaea landmass, known as
Gondwana, around 230 million years ago.

SRIAATAR eferstar 230 fAferasr w1 uger gt & faemer wgredy 9fdar & gfaoh ey,
ST AT & F17 I 7 AT &, F 3cTodd gC |

o Early dinosaur fossils include Eoraptor, Herrerasaurus, Saturnalia, and Mbiresaurus,
dating back to around 230 million years ago.

URTAS SIAAR & SiarRAT & Eoraptor, Herrerasaurus, Saturnalia, 3iR
Mbiresaurus & §, ST 919791 230 AT ITer gt & &

o Dinosaurs likely originated in low-latitude regions of Gondwana, an area including
northern South America and northern Africa.

Wam:ﬁm%ﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁmg@ﬁ,ﬁma@wmﬁ
FAT 3NRTT T eTAS T B

o Fossils from this time and region are rare due to unfavorable conditions for preservation
or because rocks containing fossils haven't been discovered yet.

58 AT AR & & Siiared gerer g, Fith §eTor & fov aRf&faar segger w8 of
I7 Fifh SaredA! FF W arell TeerE Hr @l Haﬁﬁﬂﬁgé’%l

o Researchers suggest 245-230 million years ago dinosaurs emerged when equatorial
regions were extremely hot and dry, with deserts, savannahs, and possible forest fires.

%ﬁﬂwﬁaﬁwm%ﬁ:ms-zsommmm?aamgca}m
FaESeNT &aF ™S 77 3R Ush ¥, fFEH AT, Far 3R gIaa: STt A
3T9T oferar &Y

o Dinosaurs evolved from more primitive reptiles after the earth’s biggest mass-
extinction event caused by extreme volcanism at the end of the Permian Period, about
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252 million years ago.
Wmmwﬂﬁﬁmg@a,ﬁ?ﬁ%mﬁmm
UEAT & §1E 39T §U I, S WIAAA F1el & 37 H 3cafas saremgdr afafafear &
SPIROT 3T AT, e1a7aT 252 FATrasr |rer vt
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‘criticising’” him / 9ea »f & T I T Ay & IREFA FATA A
HEIHA FT Hraraar & fov gegarg

2. Big thing for me to get this award after Dhyan Chand ji: Sreejesh
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9. Belarus President Lukashenko wins polls with 87.6% of the vote

| AT F Ty JHERIA F 87.6% dC F WY AT S

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

10. Cardiac surgeon who performed India’s first coronary

bypass surgery passes away / HRd $T ggell HRI TSI Follr
e aTa HISTS Folel T e
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Monk chosen
for Padma Shri
thanks West
Bengal CM for
‘criticising’ him
\PCS |

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Swami Pradiptananda alias
Kartik Maharaj, who has
been selected for the Pad-
ma Shri by the Ministry of
Home Affairs, on Sunday
thanked West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
for “criticising him”.

“Certainly Didi [Mama-
ta] has showered her bless-
ings on me. She is the one
who advertised my name
and later the Prime Minis-
ter also spoke about me,”
the monk, associated with
Bharat Sevashram Sangha,
told journalists.

Maharaj, who is in
charge of the Beldanga Ash-
ram of the Bharat Sevash-
ram Sangha, hit headlines
during the 2024 Lok Sabha
poll when Ms. Banerjee tar-
geted a section of monks
accusing them of directly
working against the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) and
supporting the BJP.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had lashed out at the
TMC for criticising monks
of religious organisations.

Political observers see
the honour to Maharaj as a
political move, giving cre-
dence to his ideology,
which emphasises that
“Hindus are threatened in
West Bengal”.

While Maharaj has been
chosen in the area of ‘spiri-
tuality’, singer Arijit Singh,
who hails from the State’s
Murshidabad district, was
awarded the Padma Shri in
the field of arts.
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Monk chosen for Padma Shri thanks West Bengal CM
for ‘criticising’ him

g A & AT It av Ay A afRgw e fr FEHEN
F1 It & v vegarg e

. Swami Pradiptananda, also known as Kartik Maharaj, has been selected for the
Padma Shri by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

A Y&Iedee, foeg Fifcde HERIST & A ¥ 8 STl ST §, 1 9§ HAATerT ST
ueH At faT gar a2 gl

. On Sunday, he thanked West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee for
“criticising him.”

UaaR &1 3egiel afRes damrer Y FETHA AT qefll Bl "SeAhT el HA &
foT gegarg e

. He said, “Certainly Didi (Mamata) has showered her blessings on me. She is the
one who advertised my name, and later the Prime Minister also spoke about me.”

3egiel ahgl, "AfRad &9 @ & (FHAaN) & HH W ATl HUT SATS &1 o6 & A
a1 vaRa fRar 3R O F a3 off X IR F 19 A"

. The monk is associated with the Bharat Sevashram Sangha and is in charge of
its Beldanga Ashram.

Tg T AR WAHH FTH I3 §U & 3R ST s 3T8H 5 TR £
. During the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, Mamata Banerjee had targeted some monks,
accusing them of working against the TMC and supporting the BJP.

2024 AFHHT TATAl & AT, HA ool o F& QY3 A AwAed & [Gerd w7
A 3N et T FEST FA 1 IR AT

. Prime Minister Narendra Modi criticized the TMC for their remarks against
religious monks.

wmﬁmmﬁm%mgaﬁwﬁtqﬁéxﬁvamﬁﬁmﬁl

. Political observers believe the award to Maharaj is a political move emphasizing
his ideology that “Hindus are threatened in West Bengal.”

ToTeiifade TddeTe! &l AT & foF HASRIST  TEATT ST Teh Tolallde Hed g, i
3H fIaRuURT 1 derar &ar § & afRes damar # g @ 7 §

. Maharaj was chosen in the category of ‘spirituality,” while singer Arijit Singh,
also from West Bengal, was awarded the Padma Shri in the field of arts.

HERTST I HreATIeRwdr Ao & AT I, STfeh IREH 9T o & Mk AR
g & Fom & & #A ugH N & gFAag fFar o=
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Big thing for me to get
this award after Dhyan
Chand ji: Sreejesh

|PCS |
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Playing down his enor-
mous contribution to In-
dian  hockey, Padma
Bhushan P.R. Sreejesh has
concluded that the country
has given him more than
what he has done for the
sport.

From first taking up the
sport with the motive of
getting grace marks in
board exams to becoming
only the second hockey
player to be honoured with
the Padma Bhushan after
Major Dhyan Chand, Sree-
jesh has come a long way.

“I got a call from the
sports ministry in the
morning but was waiting
for the official announce-
ment till evening. All this
time everything was going
on in my mind like a flash-
back. [ was watching an
HIL match in Rourkela
when the awards were an-
nounced,” Sreejesh said in

ee

I'want to thank my
country which has given
me back more than what
Igave

an interview.

“Receiving this award af-
ter retiring from the game
has made me feel that the
country is honouring me
for whatever I have done
for Indian hockey in the
last 20 years. I want to
thank my country which
has given me back more
than what I gave,” he said.

Asked about his feeling
after becoming the second
hockey player to receive
this honour after the iconic
Dhyan Chand (1956), Sree-
jesh said that he was un-
aware of this at first and
came to know about it
through the media.

“I did not know that. It
feels like a dream.”

Website: patrioticias.in
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Big thing for me to get this award after
Dhyan Chand ji: Sreejesh

eqeTEE Sl F 97 9§ [WEHR 91 AR faw
g9 919 ¢ sherer

Padma Bhushan Award for P.R. Sreejesh
UEH U TR & faw ). . sierer

. P.R. Sreejesh played down his contribution to Indian
hockey, stating that the country has given him more than he has
given to the sport.

dY. IR, AU T AT glehr 7 37060 RSN AT HA Fh
m,wmg%aaraﬁmma,mwm
3egiel Weol ol JAgr T

o From initially taking up hockey to get grace marks in

exams to becoming the second hockey player after Major Dhyan
Chand to receive the Padma Bhushan.

ggel TI&TT & grace marks WTcd aXel & ToIT gidT Weled T R
AR eAeTeG & a6 gEY glehl QoS! & & H 9gH $9or wIed
A b, AT o o FHT aF haAT

. Sreejesh received a call from the sports ministry but

waited for the official announcement. The news felt like a flashback to his memories, and
he was watching an HIL match in Rourkela when the award was announced.

siorer AT @ FHATAT F ol 37T, difched g NARRS LIV HT A9k F % Al Tg
FAMIR 3% fAIT T Tl HiI Re FAeqy §37, AR 59 [EPR ST €Yo g3, 7
I Ul # T HIL AT @ | 2

e Sreejesh expressed that receiving the award after retiring made him feel like the country
is honoring him for his contributions to Indian hockey over the last 20 years.

AT A gl Toh ol @ oI ol & dlg [RERR UTocd AT og TAT HGHH el
AT 2T 3% NS 20 auf & IRAT gl & AT 39 AereeT & T gFAfag a1

T &
e When asked about being the second hockey player after Dhyan Chand to receive the
Padma Bhushan, Sreejesh was unaware of it and learned about it through the media.

ST9 318 EAqTeTdE & S1G IGH YT WITT el dlel GE Blehl TSl & & H YT 4T,
arsfieter s IR A 3eTol O AR 3ol 39 AMSAT & ATEIH I AT

e Sreejesh said it felt like a dream to receive the award.
AT A gl foh Ig REPR TS FAT Teh HIAT ST HEGH g3
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Flute-maker hopes
Padma award will

IPCS

Shubhomoy Sikdar
NARAYANPUR

With weekdays immersed
in creating wooden art
forms, Sundays for Pandi
Ram Mandavi is a time for
rest. But this one, which
coincides with Republic
Day, is different. It has
been spent answering a
steady stream of congratu-
latory calls from across the
country and beyond, on
his humble feature phone.
Mr. Mandavi has been
chosen for the Padma Shri,
India’s fourth-highest civi-
lian award, for his contri-
bution to the field of wood
craftsmanship and is par-
ticularly known for popula-
rising a specially designed
flute. The 68-year-old be-
gan his love affair with the
art at the tender age of 15.
The artist, whose works
have travelled across India
and beyond, feels the re-
cognition will inspire oth-
ers to take up the art. He
says it will also create op-
portunities for existing ar-
tists in his village of Gadh-
bengal in Narayanpur
district of Chhattisgarh
and the larger Bastar re-
gion. “There are various
forms of painting and ter-
racotta art also in Gadh-
bengal and many more
across Bastar. But most of
us lack marketing skills and
still struggle to find mar-
kets. I hope the recogni-
tion I have achieved helps
others too,” says Mr. Man-

open up H?W dvenues

Pandi Ram Mandavi

davi, who was born into a
Gondi-speaking  family
from the Muriya tribe and
learnt the woodwork from
his father.

From wooden art that
ranges from tiny combs to
gigantic statues of Muria
tribal men and women and
even doors and pillars with
engravings, it is the flute
that earned Mr. Mandavi
much recognition. “In the
early 1990s, when it was
being exhibited in Delhi, it
caught the fancy of a group
of visiting Japanese school-
children, each wanting to
buy more than a piece. I
realised its potential and
over the years, I have lost
count of the number of
pieces I have sold,” he says.

His flute differs from the
traditional flute. Sound is
produced by holding it in
the hand like a wand and
spinning it, a process that
uses the air entering the
long cylinder through a
combination of three me-
tallic washers stacked to-
gether at one end.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Flute-maker hopes Padma award will
open up new avenues

Tt AT F 3G § B aeH
REFR AT TEI Grelan

o With weekdays immersed in creating wooden art forms,
Sundays for Pandi Ram Mandavi is a time for rest. But this
one, which coincides with Republic Day, is different.

CATE & ool # oTehsl dI Selrhfcadl Feollel H eFE, wist
TH #Asdr & AU UJaR [FomH &1 97T giar g1 Jdfha 339

I, ST VTG f&dH & T A @IdT g, dg 39T gl

¢ It has been spent answering a steady stream of
congratulatory calls from across the country and beyond, on
his humble feature phone.

IJg AT IR 3R 30Q TET § TMAR U & Hied Hl
AT &oT H &IdT, 3e7ch ATYIRUT Bl WX

« Mr. Mandavi has been chosen for the Padma Shri, India’s
fourth-highest civilian award, for his contribution to the field of
wood craftsmanship and is particularly known for
popularising a specially designed flute.

A FSA Y dFS H FREY F & H 36 Iee & fow
ueH AW TS AT §, AR I AT Faled ARG
QERR, 3R 3¢ 999 &7 & v TRV &9 § 3o dr
T PN F TR &F AU T S F

e The 68-year-old began his love affair with the art at the
tender age of 15.

68 ¥ty &Y Hsdl o 3 Foll ¥ U U HET I Y3
15 Grel 1 37 & Hr A

e The artist, whose works have travelled across India and
beyond, feels the recognition will inspire others to take up the
art.

el o & F ool Hiadl HRA iR 30 a6 ds il
8BS & 9 Fegy A & [ TE TETT gIRT T Fell Ao
& T aRe &l

e He says it will also create opportunities for existing artists
in his village of Gadhbengal in Narayanpur district of

Chhattisgarh and the larger Bastar region.
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d #Ed § Th I8 SHIG & ARMOT fet & 3eTeh 919 Mgaler iR a3 9 8T 6
FHisleT FerRt & fow o R gioa Heem
e "There are various forms of painting and terracotta art also in Gadhbengal and many

more across Bastar. But most of us lack marketing skills and still struggle to find
markets."

‘I H IR TTR H 3 TR I Fhar 3R qerer Far o &1 dfereT g7 &
JifRepier & qre fauure dlerer T waAT § 3R gH 3 o7 STERT r derr H qEY HT
w &I

e "l hope the recognition | have achieved helps others too," says Mr. Mandavi, who was

born into a Gondi-speaking family from the Muriya tribe and learnt the woodwork from
his father.

‘I 374G § T S ggae qer fAeh €, a5 qEdt & Ac o el A Asdr #Ed §
St aiEr-smdt aRER & § 3R AR srerenfar & 8, 3R Sogler 39er e & ofendt
H1A drar|

e From wooden art that ranges from tiny combs to gigantic statues of Muria tribal men
and women and even doors and pillars with engravings, it is the flute that earned Mr.
Mandavi much recognition.

FAFHIT HT Fell A BIC FUT T o ARAT SAetarmiad & qouT 3 Afgens v Femrer
Hicat 3R FgT A b Aol aTel Xarelt 3R Tt den, Ig SigY & e A Hsdr
FI 9gd Tgdl eS|

e ‘“Inthe early 1990s, when it was being exhibited in Delhi, it caught the fancy of a group
of visiting Japanese schoolchildren, each wanting to buy more than a piece.

“1990 & GUF & YR H, e 3H faeel A wefdd foham arar o1, & g Ueh STt Fher
¥ qodl & HHE I IMRYOT HT e T IAT, Tedeh o Teh & 3HTh Tohsl Wlleel
ool <gad I’

o ‘| realised its potential and over the years, | have lost count of the number of pieces |
have sold,” he says.

‘Ao g8 FafdT oTeT 1 Hggy foham 3R avf & ehrer, # a8 P & g6 aram &
Har et o 39 € Fea &
o His flute differs from the traditional flute. Sound is produced by holding it in the hand like

a wand and spinning it, a process that uses the air entering the long cylinder through a
combination of three metallic washers stacked together at one end.

3Rt Sgl IRARE TG @ 39T B Al 38 Y H ) HI e UHs A 4@
3cUeet BIcll &, TE UishaT 38 o @St & gar &l Ja2r e & fU oiel arg &t
areRy & AT T 3UAET ! &, ST Th B W Tk 91y @ a0 g &l
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Rutuja ensures Odisha Warriors gets
its name engraved on glitzy trophy

[PCS

HIL

Santadeep Dey
RANCHI

The 5,000-seater Marang
Gomke Jaipal Singh Stadi-
um here was packed to the
rafters on Sunday to wit-
ness history unfold as Od-
isha Warriors took on JSW
Soorma Hockey Club in the
summit clash of the inaug-
ural season of the only
commercial women’s
hockey league in the
world.

The teams didn’t disap-
point, trading blows in
equal measure, but it was
eventually Rutuja Pisal
who ensured Warriors got
their name engraved on
the glitzy Women’s Hockey
India League trophy with a
thrilling 2-1 win.

Neha Goyal, the win-
ning captain, was the first
to find an opening through
the left, linking up with
Freeke Moes at the base-
line.

However, the latter was

All smiles: Warriors players and support staff savour their triumph. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

denied by Soorma’s
defence.

Soorma’s Charlotte En-
glebert spent five minutes
of the first quarter on the
naughty step after clatter-
ing into Victoria Sauze. Ish-
ika Chaudhary, looking to
take advantage, hovered
atop the dotted line but
wasn’t able to test Savita
Punia.

In the 13th minute, Neha
was in the thick of things
again, slithering into the
circle before passing the

baton to Rutuja. Maria Ver-
schoor had to jump into ac-
tion on that occasion to
keep the ball out.

However, Rutuja
couldn’t be warded off for
long. Sauze’s lightning-
quick swipe found a lucky
deflection off Vaishnavi
Phalke’s stick before the
22-year-old lobbed it over
Savita.

As the trend this season,
Soorma made a meal out of
the first penalty corner,
but when the second op-

portunity came about, Pen-
ny Squib stepped up to the
plate with an angry drive.

Jude Menezes’ girls
stepped on the gas in the
second half, threatening to
take the lead on a couple of
occasions. But instead it
was Rutuja who broke the
deadlock when Englebert
lost possession inside her
circle.

The result: Odisha Warriors 2
(Rutuja 20 & 56) bt JSW Soorma
Hockey Club 1 (Squibb 28).

Rutuja ensures Odisha Warriors gets its name engraved on
glitzy trophy

Sqonl o gafRad fFar & sfdar aRad &1 amr aeer gdy
9T IfhRa @

Odisha Warriors Win the Inaugural Women’s Hockey India League

3ifSen afad & 3qETesr Afgen g Sf3ar ofver e

e The 5,000-seater Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh Stadium was packed as Odisha
Warriors faced JSW Soorma Hockey Club in the final match of the inaugural
Women’s Hockey India League, the only commercial women’s hockey league in the
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world.

5,000-Wmmmﬁ?mqﬁaﬁm‘§m o, STeT 3nfem iRy &
3cure AfgeT g 3T e & Wigad AT A ISW GIAT FR FoAT HT GIHAT R
Ig Gietar T UhATT STaATdh Afgell gl T gl

e The Odisha Warriors secured a thrilling 2-1 victory, with Rutuja Pisal ensuring their
name on the league’s trophy.

B aRTH F QAT 2-1 ;S gsr A, 0 sgon Rarar @ h w37 A
I ATH FiATRET fha|

* Neha Goyal, the captain of Odisha Warriors, created the first opportunity through the left
flank, connecting with Freeke Moes, but the chance was denied by Soorma’s defense.

ATT M, MNT22AT IRIT 1 Fedled, & 10 fFaIR T Uger Al Farar 3 HF AT &
Y e, dfreT AT @ BhE o At U T

e Soorma’s Charlotte Englebert received a penalty for fouling Victoria Sauze, spending
five minutes off the field.

AT 1 Treife Taraas H RAFRAT T A 3 A & fav &3 @em, 3R 378 o
fAsIe & faT AT & J18T W@t ggn|

e Inthe 13th minute, Neha passed the ball to Rutuja, but Maria Verschoor defended
successfully to keep the score level.

13& et #, 78T & T 1 Ig g Y, olfehel ANAT TG A Fheldqdeh sard

AT 3R TR S S0 @7

¢ Rutuja Pisal finally broke the deadlock after a deflection from Vaishnavi Phalke’s stick,
lobbing the ball over goalkeeper Savita Punia.

T Rare A deordlt wied A Few @ Boaaa & are dic I aehoy afar gfer
F IW F AR THR @l dis e

e Penny Squib scored for Soorma from their second penalty corner, leveling the match
temporarily.

Y Raaa st g & AT 30 g 9eTedt HleR & e fomam, foa@ 3 el &

q SReX gl oI

e Inthe second half, Rutuja Pisal scored the winning goal when Charlotte Englebert lost
possession inside her circle.

G &1 H, I RuTe A Aol alter fham 519 ameife wreee & 3r9e @dhel 7 I
arar &1
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Manush proves too strong for Payas;
Diya stuns Sreeja to emerge champion

PCS

Amol Karhadkar
SURAT

Manush Shah and Diya Chi-
tale joined the elite list of
men’s and women’s na-
tional champions after out-
classing Payas Jain and top
seed Sreeja Akula in the
singles finals of the 86th se-
nior table tennis cham-
pionship, which conclud-
ed at the Pandit Dindayal
Upadhyay Indoor Stadium
on Sunday.

Manush, the bespecta-
cled southpaw who hails
from Vadodara — not too
far from the diamond city,
but representing his em-
ployer Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) — continued his
clinical run to overcome
Payas in five games in the
best-of-seven final.

An hour earlier, Mum-
bai’s Diya, also represent-
ing RBI, bounced back af-
ter trailing 2-O against hot
favourite Sreeja — India’s
top-ranked international
paddler — and won a thrill-
ing women’s final that

» . . : .
':O = . ,-J—- = NT Hero ‘ 4 ‘.T
il R Bow TS

»
4
o

o »
7l v
== | Hero

Thrilled: Manush and Diya ecstatic after laying their hands on the
trophy they had their eyes on for a decade. AMOL KARHADKAR

turned out to be the lon-
gest match of the final
day’s proceedings.

The singles win meant
Diya finished the tourna-
ment with a double crown,
having clinched the dou-
bles crown on Saturday.

Both Manush and Diya
took home a kitty of ¥3.20
lakh each. But more than
the purse, it was the glitter-
ing trophy that the duo
was thrilled with. After all,
having been crowned sub-

junior, junior and youth
national champions in
their formative years, both
the stylish paddlers were
ecstatic to have laid their
hands on the trophy that
they had their eyes on for a
decade.

Manush continued from
where he had left off dur-
ing his 4-0 drubbing of the
in-form Ankur Bhattachar-
jee in the semifinal and
gave Payas little chance by
combining his power and

angles to precision. Diya,
on the other hand,
changed her gameplan
midway through the match
and started using her back-
hand topspin more effec-
tively to put Sreeja under
pressure.

The results: Men: Final:
3-Manush Shah (RBI) bt 8-Payas
Jain (Del) 10-12, 11-6, 11-6, 12-10,
11-8; Semifinals: Payas bt
Divyansh Srivastava (UP) 11-9,
11-8,11-8, 11-7; Manush bt
2-Ankur Bhattacharjee (PSPB)
13-11,11-4,11-9, 12-10.

Women: Final: 7-Diya Chitale
(RBI) bt 1-Sreeja Akula (RBI)
10-12, 8-11,13-11, 12-10, 11-8,
9-11, 11-9. Semifinals: Sreeja bt
4-Yashashwini Ghorpade (PSPB)
11-5, 8-11, 11-9, 11-9, 11-9; Diya
bt Syndrela Das (Ben) 11-8, 11-8,
11-5,11-6.

Mixed doubles: Final: Akash Pal
& Poymantee Baisya (RSPB) bt
Jash Modi & Taneesha Kotecha
(Mah) 11-5,11-6, 11-4.
Semifinals: Akash & Poymantee
bt Payas Jain (Del) & Suhana
Saini (Har) 11-7,14-12, 7-11, 11-2;
Jash & Taneesh bt Abhishek
Yadav (Bol) & Aarti Chaudhary
(UP) 11-2,9-11,13-11,11-9.

Manush proves too strong for Payas; Diya stuns Sreeja to
emerge champion

W & AU ARy dgd Asgg Ffad gam; 3 F sfiem
gUT ATeT it

Manush Shah and Diya Chitale Crowned National Champions

AW g 3R R Raa a9 wedr AR
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e Manush Shah and Diya Chitale joined the elite list of men’s and women’s national
table tennis champions after defeating Payas Jain and Sreeja Akula in the singles
finals of the 86th Senior Table Tennis Championship at the Pandit Dindayal
Upadhyay Indoor Stadium on Sunday.

#y g IR ar Raar @ aar @1 9fdq Serearer s g8k RFIw & smafoa
sedft Wi o o ARTAfAT & Brgerer & g Se7 3R ST Irpe T gAT
Y 3R ARG T & TG AT Sl B Gl F S9E TS|

e Manush Shah, representing RBI, defeated Payas Jain in five games in the best-of-
seven final with a clinical performance.

wam,sﬁaﬁquﬁﬁﬁamﬁﬂ,ﬁmﬁawmﬂﬁmg
U S F A A " 9 AT H g

o Diya Chitale, also representing RBI, staged a comeback after trailing 2-0 to defeat top-
seed Sreeja Akula in a thrilling final, the longest match of the day.

feam fraa, S amaang & gfdfaftca Y @ o, A o afigar grea e srper &
e 2-0 & o & 91q SRER AT A §T JATTS BIgeTel AT S, S ot
I HY ofel FHepleell T

o With the singles win, Diya Chitale also achieved a double crown, having won the
doubles title on Saturday.

Rarew f@ae Siias & a1y, ffar Rde F iR 31 seed Wae Sida sad H13d
RIGERERI

o Both Manush and Diya received a prize of ¥3.20 lakh each, but they valued the
glittering trophy more than the cash prize.

HeW 3R ferm 1 23.20 9@ FI oFehe; [EHR AT, Afehed I TFAATA SIHY T 7iehe;
[EPR ¥ 3% Hgea oo &

o Both players had previously been crowned sub-junior, junior, and youth national
champions, and this victory fulfilled their decade-long dream.

alt TEefsdl o uger Fa-S(faa’, it R a1 wsdr ARger 7 e Siar o,
3R FE ST 3% g AT & I F [ FAT ¢

e Manush Shah carried forward his semi-final momentum, where he defeated Ankur
Bhattacharjee in straight games (4-0), to dominate Payas Jain in the final.

HAY AT = AHABZAT F IHFT Ay & WY 317 & g (4-0) & Fedlal H SR
wﬁgawgmrﬁmﬁawmﬂ’rt%l

o Diya Chitale adjusted her strategy mid-match, using her backhand topspin more
effectively to put pressure on Sreeja Akula.

T Raa s #39 F #L7 & 3796 WA deoax dwes eafeus &1 3if8e gemdy &
& 39T fhar 3R ST 3FelT ) eeTg STeT|
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Jyothi wins 60m hurdles gold
with national record time

Jyothi Yarraji clinched gold in her first race of the
season, that too with a national record, winning
the 60m hurdles in 8.04 seconds at the Elite
Indoor Meeting in Nantes (France). She broke her
own earlier national record of 8.12 twice in a few
hours on Saturday. She first clocked 8.07 in the
heats and then bettered her time in the final of
the World Athletics Indoor Tour bronze level
meet. Her timing is however still short of the
qualifying mark of 7.94 for the World Indoor
Championships in Nanjing (China) in March.
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Jyothi wins 60m hurdles gold with
national record time

Saifa & 60 Hiex e gls & sy
R&E a7 & |1y Faot gga Sfar

Jyothi Yarraji sets National Record in 60m Hurdles

S IR & 60 AT gEed # WET R*IS T

. Jyothi Yarraji clinched the gold medal in her first
race of the season, breaking her own national record in
the 60m hurdles at the Elite Indoor Meeting in Nantes
(France).

S IR 5 @S Fr agell gl 7 ez Azer siar 3R
W & Alcq A Telle §2R Afeer 7 60 MeX gdew &
319 € IS Rears dis =)

. She clocked a time of 8.04 seconds in the final,
breaking her previous record of 8.12 seconds.

3egied WIS & 8.04 Qs T AT Torar 3R 319ar
Roar 8.12 @%s &1 Ris dis |

o Jyothi broke her national record twice in a few hours during the event on Saturday.
She first clocked 8.07 seconds in the heats before improving her time in the final.

safa o fda &1 3RS 38 gdc AFe gel § & ar Irqar T Ris aerl
3@l Ugol gIed H 8.07 Ahs I AT Torar 3R R wisaar & 58 dgaR foham|

e The event was part of the World Athletics Indoor Tour bronze level meet.
I 3dC qe5 TUARFH $3N X el odd Hie &1 fFeam ol

o Despite her remarkable performance, her timing of 8.04 seconds is still short of the
gualifying mark of 7.94 seconds for the World Indoor Championships to be held in

Nanjing (China) in March.

37 AR TETel & SIds]G, 3o1ehT 8.04 ¥F3 T AT ATT A e F artforer
ITAFIT @ arell ge2 2R ARIART & AT 39T+ 7.94 AFS & FATNBIST AR

q UIEr &A gl
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Ice-cool Sinner towers
over Zverev, retains title

The World No. 1 becomes the first Italian — man or woman — to win three Grand Slams;

Zverev's long wait for a maiden Major continues, falling short once again in his third big final

[PCS

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Agence France-Presse
MELBOURNE

clinical Jannik Sin-
Aner swept past
Alexander Zverev

to retain his Australian
Open title on Sunday and
cement his status as the
world’s dominant player in
men’s tennis.

The 23-year-old Italian
came through a tense final
between the two highest-
ranked players 6-3, 7-6(4),
6-3 on Rod Laver Arena,
raising his arms in the air
and looking to the sky in
celebration.

In doing so he became
the first Italian, man or wo-
man, to win three Grand
Slams, surpassing Nicola
Pietrangeli.

In elite company

The emphatic victory also
thrust him alongside
Andre Agassi, Roger Feder-
er and Novak Djokovic as
the only men to successful-
ly defend their Melbourne
Park titles this century.

But it proved more mis-
ery for Germany’s Zverev,
who remains one of the
world’s best players never
to taste Grand Slam glory,
falling short once again in
his third big final.

“We worked a lot to be
again in this position. It’s
an amazing feeling to share
this moment with all of
you,” Sinner said, referring
to his coaching team.

He also had words of

Sky-rocketing success ®

1

lift three Slam
trophies

The first man to
l successfully defend
his maiden Major
title since Nadal at the
2006 French Open

Only the third
active player
{after Alcaraz and

Wawrinka) to triumph
in his first three Grand
Slam finals

The fifth man to
5 win three straight
hard court Majors,

and the first since
D]okovtc (2015-16)

He now has
l 10 successive
straight-sets

victories over top-10
opponents, the first
player to do so since
the rankings were
introduced

consolation for Zverev.

“A tough day for you.
You’re an amazing player.
Keep believing in yourself
because I think we, all the
players, and the coaches,
whoever is involved in the
sport, know how strong
you are, not only as a
player, but also as a
person.

“So keep it up. Keep
working hard because we
all believe that you can lift
one of these very, very
soon.”

Becomes
the first
HENELR)

Ice-cool Sinner proved
to be a tower of mental
strength again in Australia,
with his defence coming
against the backdrop of an
ongoing doping case after
he twice tested positive for
traces of the steroid closte-
bol last year.

Behind the scenes

Hanging over his head has
been a World Anti-Doping
Agency appeal against his
exoneration, with the glo-
bal body seeking a long
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The Italian
47 has pulled
level with

Borg and Connors
for most wins (47) in
their first 50 matches
asATPWorldNo.1 ATP World No. 1

Since the
60m of
the 2024

season, he has won
60 of his 63 hard court
matches, the best on
the men’s circuit

ban. He denies knowingly
doping.

A hearing is scheduled
at the Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) for April.

He cast all the worries
aside to notch a 19th career
title and extend his incred-
ible winning streak to 21
matches.

Last year Sinner needed
five sets to tame Daniil
Medvedev and win his first
Grand Slam, but it never
looked like going the dis-
tance this time.

Road, Gorakhpur
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Ice-cool Sinner towers over Zverev, retains title

ISH-Fl AR o JdT W Sid g1 A, @ae TR @

The World No. 1 becomes the first Italian — man or woman — to win three Grand
Slams; Zverev’s long wait for a maiden Major continues, falling short once again
in his third big final

gfar & @R 1 f@ard die iz ww Aas g g saed Bams) a7 7w § - gew
T AT, ANRT FT 9gaT AR @A Sfidet FT a1 Sd9R SR &, T IR BT Y
¥z w7 7 3 9F a0

Jannik Sinner Clinches Australian Open Title

sifas R & eefaga v R@ae shar

Jannik Sinner retained his Australian Open title with a clinical win over Alexander
Zverev on Sunday.

snfas e IER A1 srdeeist ST I g A foge N @ 379e7 A1

e

The 23-year-old Italian won the final 6-3, 7-6(4), 6-3 on Rod Laver Arena, becoming
the first Italian to win three Grand Slam titles, surpassing Nicola Pietrangeli.

23 qufy serforasr f@emE & e et WAt W 6-3, 7-6(4), 6-3 ¥ BISId Siar 3R
e Ael A S oisd gU e ds Tl AW Sl aTel g gerfode |

Sinner now joins legends like Andre Agassi, Roger Federer, and Novak Djokovic as
the only men to defend the Melbourne Park title this century.

e 319 3 3Ty, Vo FsW AR Aars APfag 7 earsr @enfsar @ g &
efAer & av §, Sogil 30 Tl # Adasl U @ &1 s9a9 Far gl

This win added to the misery of Alexander Zverev, who remains without a Grand Slam
title despite playing in three major finals.

I Sid AT SAT & o TRRT® W@, S dfied 98 BIgeed Yol & daslg 39
a% ¥z welw f@aw & afaa €1

Post-Match Remarks and Achievements

A F 9 F T 3R IS

Sinner thanked his coaching team and expressed joy in achieving this milestone.
e & 39l T A T Gogale FHA §U $H 3T R G o7 H|

He consoled Zverev, calling him an "amazing player" and encouraging him to keep
working hard, as everyone believes he can win a Grand Slam soon.
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Challenges and Controversies

gatfaar 3k Rare

e Sinner showcased remarkable mental strength despite an ongoing doping case involving
traces of clostebol, for which a hearing is scheduled at the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) in April.

AR & FARRET & AHT H ol W@ ST [qare & dras]e gl AES Hotear
fears, foras fav F1E 3w nfddes B FNE (CAS) # 3 F FoAars @l B

e He denies knowingly doping and continued his incredible winning streak, achieving his
19th career title and 21 consecutive match wins.

3eglel Sielegiend ST & HRIT & SefehX fohar AR 0=l AHAGR ST &1 [ferfdrelm
aﬁw?rgcmwa?mmmmzlﬁashaﬁwﬁaﬁéml

Final Highlights
IS Y HET ATl

e Last year, Sinner defeated Daniil Medvedev in a five-set thriller to win his first Grand
Slam. This year, the final was a more straightforward affair.

| Rod @, feR 3 v Aedda t wig ¥ &
DPREAM L . AHTER HPE H IR 3T Tgoll I Told
Tilak sets world record during BT T S I T SRS SN S

knock against England |

Tilak sets world record during
knock against England

fads & s9ols & @A o &
gl g Reprs Tamm

Tilak Varma Sets a New World Record

fae® qat 9 71 g RS qaman
q R. RAGU
Tilak Varma set a new world record during his unbeaten 72 against ~ ®  Tilak Varma scored an unbeaten 72 runs
England in the second T20l in Chennai. The 22-year-old has scored against I_England in the second T20I held in
318 runs in T20Is without being dismissed and went past New Chennai.

Zealand batter Mark Chapman’s record of 271 runs between
dismissals set in 2023.
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faereh a#T o gvels & TWoTd g@EY &20 FARET HA A At A AleIe; 72 W F=10 |
e The 22-year-old has now accumulated 318 runs in T20Is without being dismissed.
22 ity faere gaAT & 39 d& <120 JTRSET H 318 WA TAT § foaT 313 gul

o He broke the previous record of 271 runs between dismissals, held by New Zealand
batter Mark Chapman in 2023.

37giet 2023 H 7gGis & qeadler A AYAT CIRT FAC T 271 W F Repis &r
QIEL

MINSK
. Belarus President Lukashenko
Belarus President Lukashenko wins polls with 87.6% of the

wins polls with 87.6% of the vote vote

AR H & g @i A
87.6% dlE & WY YA Sicr

Alexander Lukashenko Wins Re-Election in
Belarus

SARH H IAFAsT JFRIA A T § g
Sfrar

e Belarus's autocrat leader Alexander

REUTERS : :
A Lukashenko, in power since 1994, won a re-

Belarus's autocrat leader Alexander Lukashenko, in power since election, according to a state exit poll.

1994, won a re-election that saw no real competition, a state exit - -
P JeTEE & FAEE) Adl JAFAST ehIADI, S

poll said on Sunday . The Moscow-aligned Mr. Lukashenko won a e
seventh consecutive term with 87.6% of the vote. All of the 1994 9 @ H %’ o U7 idsre da & 3'{,';”(

70-year-old's meaningful opponents are in prison or in exile. AFP Y & I STl
S

e The Moscow-alighed leader won a
seventh consecutive term with 87.6% of the vote.

AR FATIT AT 87.6% AN & HY TMAR AIqdl TR FA1d il |

o All of Mr. Lukashenko's meaningful opponents are either in prison or in exile.
IR & Tt yor@ fauaft ar Arster A & ar foratwe A

e The 70-year-old leader faced no real competition in the election.

70 9T AATFT oA A FI$ aEafas A FTE A
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Cardiac surgeon who performed India’s first coronary bypass surgery passes away

e Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

India’s pre-eminent car-
diac surgeon K.M. Cherian,
who performed India’s
first coronary bypass sur-
gery, died in Bengaluru on
Saturday. He was 82.

His son, Sanjay Cherian,
shared a note that said, “It
is with profound grief that 1
inform you all that my be-
loved father, Dr. K.M. Cher-
ian, passed away around
11:55 p.m. last night [Janu-
ary 25). Dad and I had at-
tended a wedding recep-
tion in Bengaluru and as
we were leaving, he col-
lapsed..." He also said that
Dr. Cherian was rushed to
Manipal Hospital where he
was declared dead. The
funeral will be held on Ja-
nuary 30.

Only a couple of days
ago was his autobiography,
Just an Instrument,
launched at the Kerala Lit-
erature Festival.

Born on March 8, 1942,

in Kerala, Dr. Cherian
worked for over 50 yearsin
the field of cardiology,
training under world-re-
nowned leaders in the
field. He was also credited
with performing the first
heart-lung transplant in In-
dia, the second cardiac
transplant, and strangely,
for a profession where pe-
ople stick to their chosen
specialisation, was also a
pioneer in paediatric car-
diac surgery. He set up
Frontier Lifeline Hospital
in Chennai and Frontier
Mediville, a large medical
science park on the out-
skirts of the city, to help
spur research into indige-
nous cardiac valves and
other technologies.

During the book launch
in Kerala, Dr. Cherian said
each surgeon should con-
sider the patient part of his
own family. Some of the ex-
periences he shared on the
occasion include how he
performed heart surgeries
on 20 Iraqi children and

how he played the diplo-
mat in the release of four
Indian drivers who were
imprisoned in Iraq. He
went on to explain his as-
sociation with Mother Te-
resa, upon whose request
he performed a surgery on
a poor boy in Kolkata at mi-
nimal cost.

After having completed
his medical education in
Kasturba Medical College,
Manipal, he went on to
teach in Christian Medical
College, Vellore, before
heading out to the far
shores of Australia and
New Zealand to train furth-
er in cardiac surgery. He
chose to come back to In-
dia to serve the people and
the country. In the 50-plus
years he served in the field,
he also had a term as hon-
orary cardiac surgeon to
the President and worked
extensively with patients
who came from foreign na-
tions for treatment, and
was awarded the Padma
Shri.

DR. KM. CHERIAN (1942 -

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in a post in X,
said, “Pained by the pass-
ing of Dr. K.M. Cherian,
one of the most distin-
guished doctors of our
country. His contribution
to cardiology will always
be monumental, not only
saving many lives but also
mentoring doctors of the

2025)

future. His emphasis on
technology and innovation
always stood out. My
thoughts are with his fami-
ly and friends in this hour
of grief”

Simple childhood

In his autobiography, Dr.
Cherian recalled his simple
childhood, from walking

barefoot to school to play-
ing marbles on the street
with friends, and a love to
don paint to participate in
the tiger dance during
Onam. He confessed to get-
ting zero in mathematics in
Class 5, but the school
managed to give grace
marks to all students as the
exam was unusually tough.

K.R. Balakrishnan,
chairman-cardiac sciences
and director of the Institue
of Heart and Lung Tran-
splant and Mechanical Cir-
culatory Support in MGM
Healthcare, recalled com-
ing to Chennai in Novem-
ber 1984 “fresh from train-
ing in Bombay”. Dr.
Cherian was a mentor,
with whom he conducted
experiments during his

Zealand, he stayed with me
almost a week, visiting hos-
pitals. 1 was the first car-
diac surgeon to work with
him. This is before he be-
came famous. He was in-
strumental in me getting a
fellowship in the United
States. He was very gener-
ous to young people who
worked with him. His con-
tributions to cardiac sur-
gery in India are legen-

Ajit Mullasari, director
of cardiology at the Insti-
tute of Cardio-vascular dis-
eases at the MMM, said his
association with Dr. Cher-
ian began in 1995 when he
joined the hospital.

“The first bypass sur-
gery, coronary artery by-
pass surgery, the heart

stint at the Railway Hospi-

tal. “We did exciting stuff at
that time,” he said.

“He has travelled all ov-
er the world, planning for

(MMM). When | was work-
ing in Auckland in New

transpl. in the priv-
ate sector, a lot of paedia-
tric surgeries were pio-
neering efforts in this
country. He had a great vi-
sion of the future,” he said.
Dr. Cherian “believed stan-
dalone centres will have no

Cardiac surgeon who performed India’s first coronary
bypass surgery passes away

R T Ugell FRIFAY TSI Toikl FIel qTe HISTH Holel HI
forersT

India’s Pioneering Cardiac Surgeon K.M. Cherian Passes Away

HRA & AU §ET Holel 31. F.UA. IR &1 fAu=

coronary bypass surgery, passed away in Bengaluru on January 25, 2025, at the

age of 82.

dilution of cardiac care.
Subsequently a lot of peo-
ple followed. But he was al-
ways one step ahead,” Dr.
Mullasari said, adding: “He
put effort into research,
which usually doesn’t hap-
pen in a private centre. He
was pushing you to re-
search, be it stem cell or
lab work. He would push
us to write and encourage
us to present in interna-
tional congresses.”

Sowmya Swaminathan,
former chief scientist of
World Health Organisation
and chairperson of M.S.
Swaminathan  Research
Foundation, in her post on
X, said, “Deeply saddened
to hear of Dr. KM Cherian's
passing. His memoir was
just released and we had
long conversations recent-
ly - about the future of in-
novation and health tech-
nology development in
India. Certainly a source of
inspiration to many, apart
from the countless lives he
saved! RIP.”

K.M. Cherian, India’s pre-eminent cardiac surgeon, who performed the country’s first

AR & 90T 76T Foidl 31 F.0H. NI, [Segial HRA &I ggell IR aTEITH Ty
T T, 3T 25 SeTadt 2025 T S9TefS H 82 ¥ & Y H foversT g arm|

His son, Sanjay Cherian, shared a note stating that Dr. Cherian collapsed after

attending a wedding reception in Bengaluru and was rushed to Manipal Hospital, where
he was declared dead.

3ieh 9, Word ARNFA, o7 IART 6 5T, AN SoTefe # Ueh AN ARG H ATASA glot
& alg IR 7w AR 3¢ ATOMITer At o ST I, ST o6 Ho v Y e

T

The funeral will be held on January 30, 2025.

3 TR 30 Fa 2025 &t forar Srwam|

the Kerala Literature Festival.

Just two days earlier, his autobiography, titled “Just an Instrument”, was launched at
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a1 et gger & 3 sreAsYT, foas vs "aee v §EEAT §, IR foermw
SReaa # ollea g5 M

e Bornon March 8, 1942, in Kerala, Dr. Cherian worked for over 50 years in cardiology,
training under world-renowned leaders in the field.

8 ATT 1942 A A H oA 3. INIT & 50 a6 ¥ 37F AT do g T [T 5
&7 A SrA fohar 3R faeg wfdey Rdwst s @y givemor foa

o He was credited with performing India’s first heart-lung transplant, the second
cardiac transplant, and pioneering paediatric cardiac surgery.

e Rfrear 7 3ol sfffe e &1 A7 e |

e Dr. Cherian founded Frontier Lifeline Hospital in Chennai and Frontier Mediville, a
large medical science park, to support research in indigenous cardiac valves and
other technologies.

3. INTT o AoAS H BRRIAT ABHAST JTIdT 3R T 37 AfSF AT 9k, BRI
Afsfae, fr Taruar fir arfes Tl geT ared 31X 37T doeilehl W ST T Forar AT
ST g

e At the book launch, Dr. Cherian emphasized that surgeons should treat patients as part
of their own family.

qEde dled & AR, . RIS o IART & Hoiel &l AN A 39 IRaR @ e

HASTR STl HlaT ART|
e He shared experiences of performing heart surgeries on 20 Iraqi children and
negotiating the release of four Indian drivers imprisoned in Iraq.

3ol 20 ST gEdAl Y geF Fo IR F #H $g IR HRAT sl Ree & v
ST e & 39 3HeIeTd A fHhu

e Dr. Cherian also performed a surgery at a minimal cost on a poor boy in Kolkata at the
request of Mother Teresa.

ST, NI o AT W& 3T R Hleflcl H Teh TN 5eh T wgelcdd oHId T
Tl |

e He completed his medical education at Kasturba Medical College, Manipal, and later
taught at Christian Medical College, Vellore.

3egia 39 fafrear e FEqrar AfdFe Fiaer, A A g 1 3R ag A
frfvaas Aftwa sider, deaR d ger|

o Dr. Cherian received training in Australia and New Zealand but returned to India to
serve the country.

sr. INT o ireeforam ik FyEhats 7 wfetor forar, afsker ger &1 dar & fav #Rd
dle 3|

e He served as Honorary Cardiac Surgeon to the President and worked extensively
with international patients.
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3oaie] Uegufd & ARG ged Ued RfFcas & ¥ 7 F1F fFar 3R iwda #i= &
TATYT A9 & & FA |

Dr. Cherian was awarded the Padma Shri for his contributions.

st IRTA F1 3% AeET & fw agw s & Frarfaa fmar )

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to Dr. Cherian, calling his contributions to
cardiology monumental and highlighting his focus on technology and innovation.

g aE A A S ARTA A At & U IoAh g&F W R F Farere
T Ageaqol ST AR 3o adedla AR TarEaR W AR & @ifhd T

PM Modi expressed condolences to Dr. Cherian’s family and friends through a post on
X

N T T S p—— Y N N
HACAT Tad S|

Simple Childhood and Early Journey
W F99 3R IR I

In his autobiography, Dr. K.M. Cherian recalled his simple childhood, including
memories of walking to school and his early days.

39 ICAFAT H, 3. H.UA. IRTT o 9 G F49T 1 AT, foham, T Tl 1ot
¥ fT e Taoret 3R Y3 feat v A anfdrer o

He mentioned Dr. Brian Barratt-Boyes, a renowned cardiac surgeon, who stayed with
him for a week in New Zealand and supported his journey by helping him secure a
fellowship in the U.S.

38l YTCY g&d Holel 31, S Re-araw &1 5w &, Siegia wgeiiels 7 3
Y TF Fedg 9o 3R 3¢ 3.0, # S giider st 7 #HAcg &

Dr. Cherian expressed gratitude for Dr. Barratt-Boyes’ generosity toward young
surgeons and acknowledged his legendary contributions to cardiac surgery in India.

31, INTT 7 31, Ne-ara7 AN IERATF T IR TFa FA1 3R 9IRT A g a7
RfFcar & 3aF #AgeT A9TeT F THR |

Pioneering Contributions to Cardiac Surgery

e aed RfFcar & goft Aeree

Dr. Ajit Mullasari, director of cardiology at the Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases at
MMM, said his association with Dr. Cherian began in 1995.

1. ST HAedTay), S THUATH & g T HEAT & fAcers &, o Fer f& 34 3i

AN F T 1995 H WHENT Y® §‘s‘|

He highlighted that Dr. Cherian performed India’s first coronary artery bypass
surgery, heart transplantation in the private sector, and pioneering pediatric
surgeries.
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Jogia garm & of. IRTT F 9Ra A gEel FRFN IED S o, el A A
&g TARgur, 3R 3raroft arer e Rfercar #

Dr. Mullasari added that Dr. Cherian focused on research in private centers, including
stem cell and lab work, and encouraged publishing papers and presenting at
international congresses.

ST, Aol & FT 6 of. INTA F st &Fab # sregweE, Tt vw a9 3k
TANITRATAT FI AT §, TW &I higd fham 3R FTWET FFaee & 99 G
3 wrga F= F T dieafed Rl

Tributes from Notable Figures

SRey FRaal ¥ syt

Dr. Sowmya Swaminathan, former Chief Scientist of the World Health Organization,
expressed grief at Dr. Cherian’s passing, calling him an inspiration to many and a
savior of countless lives.

sT. gl FarHlaTe, S faRg TR Wered T g4 AT duliqe off, & ST URTeT &
e W e cyad [Far 3R 3¢ F$ At & AT 9on 3k ey Shawt & wF
9 H AT

She mentioned their recent long conversations about innovation and health
technology development in India.

3eid 9Rd A AR IR FaeeT NeAfrr fawra T grer & # go e arada
3eord fohaT|

Dr. Swaminathan referred to his memoir, which was recently released, as a testament
to his remarkable journey.

ST, TATHATYA 7 SoAhT glel &1 H TR AT HEAOT I 3oTehl IGTAAT ATAT I JATOT
gdrT|
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