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M.P. to be alcohol-free
soon as CM bans liquor
in 17 religious places

Decision is part of govt. plans to impose prohibition in State: Yadav; previous ban on liquor in 5-km

radius of Narmada to continue; Ambedkar varsity in Mhow to be developed as ‘Centre of Excellence’

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

he Madhya Pradesh
T government on Fri-

day decided to ban
liquor in 17 cities, towns,
and villages of religious sig-
nificance across the State,
Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav announced after the
State Cabinet meeting held
in Khargone district’s
Maheshwar.

Addressing the media
after the meeting, Mr. Ya-
dav said the decision was
part of the government’s
plans to impose a liquor
ban across the State.

“We have decided that
the State will move to-
wards a liquor ban gradual-
ly and in this regard, we
have taken a policy deci-
sion that in the first phase,
liquor shops will be shut
down permanently in 17
nagar palikas, nagar par-
ishads, and nagar pan-
chayats,” Mr. Yadav said.

GS Paper I: Modern Hlsto

this, but from April 1 of the
coming [financial] year, no
liquor shop will be found
functioning in these areas.
And gradually, we will
move ahead and close
down more (shops),” he

— told the gathering.

Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav and his Cabinet Ministers offenng
prayers at the Ahilya Bai Holkar Ghat in Khargone on Friday. AN

The list includes Ujjain
Municipal Corporation; six
municipalities - Datia,
Maihar, Mandla, Multai,
Panda, and Mandsaur; six
nagar panchayats — Amar-
kantak, Omkareshwar, Ma-
heshwar, Mandleshwar,
Orchha, and Chitrakoot;
and four gram panchayats
that  have  religious
significance.

Mr. Yadav also said the
government’s  previous
policy of a liquor ban in the

5-km radius on both sides
of the banks of the Narma-
da will also continue.

‘Liquor, a curse’
Later in the day, the Chief
Minister, while addressing
an event in Maheshwar,
said liquor was equivalent
to a curse in families in the
State and that women have
to deal with men who
come home drunk.

“This is a policy deci-
sion. We are not just saying

The Cabinet also ap-
proved 325 crore to esta-
blish a law department at
the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Un-
iversity of Social Sciences,
Mhow, the birthplace of
the architect of the Consti-
tution. Mr. Yadav also said
the university will be deve-
loped into a ‘Centre of
Excellence’.

On January 23, the CM
had inaugurated a flyover
in Bhopal and named it af-
ter Ambedkar. The two de-
cisions assume signifi-
cance as they come just
days before the Congress’s
rally in Mhow on January
27 where the Opposition
party plans to launch its
‘Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai Sam-
vidhan’ campaign.

M.P. to be alcohol-free soon
as CM bans liquor in 17
religious places

HET GaU e @ W JFd 8l
ST, FAIF AETHA & 17
¢IfAe TUEl W IRE W
gfaeer @ foar §

Decision is part of govt. plans to impose
prohibition in State: Yadav; previous
ban on liquor in 5-km radius of Narmada
to continue; Ambedkar varsity in Mhow
to be developed as ‘Centre of
Excellence’
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freafacaray &t sopsear 0 & w0 F Rwfa fFar s

Liguor Ban Announced in Madhya Pradesh

ALY yeor A WEady Fr gwon

The Madhya Pradesh government has decided to impose a liquor ban in 17 cities,
towns, and villages of religious significance across the State.

ALY Y RN o 5T & 17 AW, FEa), 3T enfie Agca gk a6t & ReEE; Joma
1 Aot o

The announcement was made by Chief Minister Mohan Yadav after the State Cabinet
meeting held in Maheshwar, Khargone district.

TE DNYUT HEIHA Algel ITed A AR, IO [ H g3 Uo7 Ffaeie ok & a1
|

The liquor ban is part of the government’s broader plan to gradually enforce statewide
prohibition.

RTEEET T A qut RTEEET AF] FI T ISR AT SATGF ANorell 1 BEAT &

In the first phase, liquor shops will be permanently closed in 17 nagar palikas, nagar

parishads, and nagar panchayats, including areas like Ujjain, Maihar, Orchha, and
Chitrakoot.

gge WO H 3oateT, AT, 3iReT, IR Rage afgd 17 ararfasst, R afwel, stk R
YAl § RS T gehlel TIRN &9 & o 1 Sea|

The existing policy of prohibiting liquor sales in a 5-km radius on both sides of the
Narmada River will also continue.

FHeT AN & AT FART W5 P & e & R 9hr W gfaeer o#ma $ir
Ftger ey ot Sy <@

Liquor Considered a Curse
SR Y FTAAT AT AT

Addressing an event in Maheshwar, the CM said liquor is a curse in families, as
women have to suffer due to drunken men.

ﬂ%&ﬂﬁwmﬁmﬁmguwam%emqm*m
AT B, Fifer AR o1 aRret qest T aotE § FHvC HgAT IS B

From April 1, 2025, no liquor shop will operate in the areas listed in the first phase.
138 2025 @ Ugel TOT A Felloewr &l F HIS AT HT gehlel Feloled g1 graf|
The CM said, “Gradually, more shops will be shut down,” indicating a phased approach
to the liquor ban.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

AEHAN o gl "dR-4N 3R gl # dg fRar Swen,” S IRIEEEr Y TRy
Gfshar & oM gl

Approval of ¥25 Crore for Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University
3. f.IAR. azHR faeafRgey & faw 225 #3 Ay

e The Cabinet approved %25 crore to establish a law department at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
University of Social Sciences in Mhow, the birthplace of Dr. Ambedkar.

Ff¥eie F 725 F3 AR Fv aife 3. NIR. 3z gl e feaficgmes,
AE A e T Tfad fohar s &
e The university will be developed into a Centre of Excellence.

5H TaRaTacATerd 1 Icpsedl &g & ®9 H dhf@d fomar S|

Flyover Named After Ambedkar
HASHT & ATH TN FATSHEaR FT ATHSHIOT

e OnJanuary 23, the CM inaugurated a flyover in Bhopal, naming it after Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar.

23 Sl & HEGHAT o el H Ueh FAg3Na T Jeures fhar 3R e &1 .
#.3R. 3AsH & AT W @]

e These decisions are significant as they come just days before the Congress party’s ‘Jai
Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai Samvidhan’ campaign, set to launch in Mhow on January 27.

q Aoty wgcaqut § it I e ardf & o a1, s s, S wfauer sfdare &
27 IO T AY H YE 8 F F A vl fow v gl

Ahilya Bai Holkar: A Detailed Explanation

e Ahilya Bai Holkar, also known as the "Philosopher Queen," was an iconic ruler of the
Malwa region in central India.

e She is remembered for her administrative skills, patronage of art and architecture, and
devotion to public welfare.

Early Life and Background

e Ahilya Bai was born on May 31, 1725, in the village of Chondi, present-day
Ahmednagar district, Maharashtra.

o 3fRcAT IS FT FoH 31 A 1725 FI HAGRISE & gHGTIR Tolel & diar ang & S
S

e Her father, Mankoji Shinde, was a village head, and her upbringing emphasized
simplicity and piety.
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o 3% T, AvreleT R, ve aia & AR & 3R 3o qreret-aivor wreef 3
YHRIIUTAT 9T ek 2|

e Atayoung age, she was married to Khanderao Holkar, son of Malhar Rao Holkar, the
founder of the Holkar dynasty.

. wmﬁm@r%nﬁ@ﬁmﬁawﬁgé,sﬁﬁawd&r%@mwm
ATt & qF U

Rise to Power

e After the death of her husband in the Battle of Kumbher (1754) and her father-in-law
in 1766, Ahilya Bai ascended the throne of Malwa.

o 3 Ui HTFAT A FSE (1754) H Hcg 3R T HT 1766 F Fcg & a1 3ifgear
S o HTeldl &1 THgrAeT HaTel|

o Despite societal constraints, she took on the responsibility of governance and won the
trust of her people through her wisdom and administrative capabilities.

o GATSIS WA & FTaeg, 3o AEA T TSR Frell 3R 39elr gefererar
3R gemafs &AM & ACTH F WAl w1 faRar S

e Administrative Achievements
Ahilya Bai focused on public welfare by improving infrastructure, ensuring justice, and
supporting economic growth.

aﬁwmﬁmwwtmﬂéﬁﬁmg@gﬁmﬁaﬁﬁw,m
FARET el 3R e o o1 qHde foha

o Roads and Temples: She constructed numerous roads, rest houses, temples,
and ghats, notably in Varanasi, Ujjain, and Gaya.

3-giel aRTOHY, 359teT 3R AT H vHE 7 @ 3 Fsohi, YA, #lRT AR
Hmet &1 fHTOT |

o Tax Reforms: She implemented a fair tax system, ensuring farmers and
traders were not overburdened.

3ol Ush #Araqul &Y yorell ome] Y, forad frarst 3R sy sreafs &
T gIEd @

o Military: Ahilya Bai maintained a strong military to protect her kingdom from
external threats.

HGST 15 o 39 T H TN TR F T2 & AU v ASqd dar
T TN

e Cultural Patronage
Ahilya Bai was a staunch supporter of art, literature, and spirituality.

Jifgear S8 e, Aifgca 3R smeafcAsar T weex TAdS o)
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o She renovated or built temples across India, including the famous Kashi
Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi.

38l W ARG & AR 1 Shvifeur ar AATr o, foae gfaqwy st
faregamyr AR, awrorHY A B

o Scholars and poets thrived under her patronage, and her court became a
center of learning.

fagare 3R Hid 37 TEIOT # Bel-Pel, N 3T GIER AT HT g Tl
T

e Legacy and Death
Ahilya Bai passed away on August 13, 1795, leaving behind a legacy of good
governance and devotion to dharma.

ai%waéa:rﬁuﬂmmﬂgsaﬁgmamam%mmuﬁa:ﬁ
gAY fr fad vig TS

Her administrative model and welfare programs are still admired, and she is
celebrated as one of India's greatest rulers.

3% gemgfae AT 3R Fedueil FRiGAT Hr 3meT o gerEr Hr S § 3R 3%
HRA & HEIAH AR &§ ¥ T & & H Iie HAT AT &
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Further south

Archaeologists must look for more
iron-specific sites in south India

T he Iron Age in India has been a subject of

fascination and discussion. In the rest of
the world, the Iron Age succeeded the
Copper-Bronze Age or bridged the gap between
the Bronze Age and the Early Historic period. But
the situation in India is different: when the region
north of the Vindhyas belonged to the pre-iron
Chalcolithic or Copper Age, the south, with over
3,000 sites, was associated with iron. Many ar-
chaeologists have, generally and conservatively,
placed the Iron Age to be in the second millenni-
um BCE. Given this backdrop, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin’s recent statement, that the
origin of iron in the State could be traced to the
first quarter of the fourth millennium BCE, is sig-
nificant as this pushes the antiquity of iron furth-
er. After excavations in the mid-Ganga Valley of
Uttar Pradesh about 25 years ago, early evidence
of iron technology was dated to 1800 BCE. But
now, the work in Sivagalai in Tamil Nadu, which
was carried out between 2019 and 2022, has
made authorities attribute the introduction of
iron in the country to the early part of the fourth
millennium BCE, even though the period of 2500
BCE-3000 BCE is taken as a mid-range value. This
forms the highlight of a study by the State Depart-
ment of Archaeology (TNSDA), titled “Antiquity
of Iron: Recent radiometric dates from Tamil Na-
du”. The TNSDA had the scientific dating results
of its study validated by renowned institutions
such as the Beta Analytic laboratory in the U.S.
Mr. Stalin’s observation was made keeping the
findings in mind. Early this month, he an-
nounced a $1-million prize scheme for decipher-
ing the script of the Indus Valley Civilisation.
The work by the TNSDA should spur new
thinking with regard to the strategies to be adopt-
ed by archaeologists who are working on the Iron
Age of India. They may have to look for more
iron-specific sites than copper-cum-iron sites,
which will save time, energy and resources. Even
though the Tamil Nadu government supports re-
search projects on a wide range of themes in oth-
er States, the TNSDA has its constraints with re-
gard to territorial jurisdiction. This underscores
the need for complementing Tamil Nadu’s efforts
with those of other southern States. The Archae-
ological Survey of India should take the initiative
of bringing the entire southern region under a
common fold and enabling well-designed and
coordinated work. After all, the idea is to share
available resources and expertise in the country
to arrive at more reliable findings. At a time when
certain forces are increasingly using history and
culture as powerful instruments to pursue their
political agenda, credible and concrete evidence
on the antiquity of the country will naturally put
to rest any claim based on baseless assumptions.
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Further south

afaor Y 3 e

Archaeologists must look for more iron-specific sites in
south India

Widcataal 1 gfaror s # dle-Rfdse wyat i qarer
AT =ATRT

The Iron Age in India
AT # st o

e The Iron Age in India has been a topic of significant fascination
and discussion.

R A g or wen AR 3rRYOT w1 T Hgcaqol AT W@ B

o Globally, the Iron Age succeeded the Copper-Bronze Age or
bridged the gap to the Early Historic period.

aRgs ®7 @, Sl I A AHE-HET N F dTe A1 GRS Wfcgrias
@Iel & oIl JoT ST

e InIndia, the situation was unique, with the north of the Vindhyas
in the pre-iron Chalcolithic phase, while the south had over 3,000
sites associated with iron.

AR A A 3rerer oY, STe7 ey wda & 3O A TrE-9meIor O
Stafeh ST 7 oig & 3 3,000 & ¥ T I

Significance of Tamil Nadu's Findings

afAeeTg B @Sl FT Aged

e Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin stated that the origin of
iron in the State could date back to the first quarter of the fourth
millennium BCE, pushing its antiquity further.

dRATAg & HEIHA TA.F. T o &gl fh T A g A 3eufar
9 gEaTed) $9T qd F g WOTH gl Hehell &, ST SHRT it
F 3R S o S g

e Excavations in the mid-Ganga Valley of Uttar Pradesh earlier
dated early evidence of iron technology to 1800 BCE.

3R UGN I ALT-IE €T A Ggol h Gals o dlg P dAhedld

QBT FHTOT Y 1800 $HT qd A feaAifehc R
e Excavations in Sivagalai, Tamil Nadu (2019-2022) suggest the

introduction of iron could be as early as 3000 BCE-2500 BCE.
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Ramereng, affeeg (2019-2022) & g‘é FeTs & 3eJAR, g T qierd 3000 $4T T&-
2500 $9T Q& & ® 7 g FehaT ¢l

Validation of Findings

@YY FT gATONRIOT

The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) study, titled “Antiquity of
Iron: Recent Radiometric Dates from Tamil Nadu”, validated its results through
renowned labs like Beta Analytic Laboratory, U.S.

dfASEITg TeT Wided fAHET (TNSDA) & 31€TIe “Antiquity of Iron: Recent
Radiometric Dates from Tamil Nadu” ! dier wanfafes dared, 3.vw. S yfafsa

YANIRATATIT GaRT JATOIT fham |

Chief Minister Stalin announced a $1 million prize scheme for deciphering the script of
the Indus Valley Civilisation.

AEgFEN i o Ry ot gegar A A @& gea & fav $1 fAfdaes ear Qe
$r arvor $i)|

Implications for Indian Archaeology

HRAT RWided & faw germa

The TNSDA's findings could change archaeological strategies, focusing more on iron-
specific sites rather than copper-cum-iron sites to save resources.

TNSDA &I @it § ratfeas® 0Nl 7 scord g Geohall 8, foraed aiar-aig & wal
& T dR-fAAY TYal W e Figd fhar Frwam|

Tamil Nadu’s territorial constraints necessitate collaboration with other southern
States and the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) for coordinated research.

dffererg & @A s sfarolt Tsat 3R R raee wdaor (AS) & @y
gHATaT QAT T 3TFeTehar Hr a2uidr F

The Broader Context

favrqa aRves

Collaborative research can better utilize resources and expertise, ensuring credible
evidence of the antiquity of Indian history.

HeIRMcAS MY FATAT 3R fAATAAT FI dgak 3TN X TohdT &, Torad ARSI
sfaera A wrherar & Regwsar yamor gAafvaa & o)

At a time when history and culture are being politicized, concrete evidence can
counter baseless claims.

W wHT A o9 sfagrw AR wEfa o1 Ueenfaeor fRar S e § o s
ITYRET &ral T T HT Goha gl
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. 538 arrested as U.S. begins deportation operation /

IANFT garT Aawer FHIT & fFr s« F a1 538
il F PREAR R

2. India, Indonesia set to discuss Myanmar conflict during

talks / R 31T sBARAT aat F e =HAR {9 w
ThT HGT

3. U.P. temple gets FCRA nod without request / 3aX 92T &
HRT F R IR F ThEIRT i Fed B awd

4. At 75, constitutional justice and personal liberty / &IRT
75, gdufas g 3R gfFdera Fadaan

5. Foundational values, the journey of the Indian state /
YR Hed, HRAG AT AT AT

6. Jitendra Pal Singh named India’s Ambassador to Israel /
fordeg uter g A s # 9RT F1 Tolqy g
forar I

7. China’s refusal to sign water treaties worrying: Khandu /

AT FHT T AT I EATRR FIoT ¥ SAPR HLAT
Rrarsee: @3
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538 arrested
as U.S. begins
deportation

operation
IGS Paper II: India US |

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Hundreds of migrants in
the U.S. were arrested on
Thursday and others flown
out of the country on mili-
tary aircraft as the White
House said President Do-
nald Trump’s promised de-
portation operation had
started. White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt
said “538 illegal immigrant
criminals” were arrested
on Thursday and “hun-
dreds” were deported by
military aircraft.

“The largest massive de-
portation operation in his-
tory is well underway,” she
said in a post on social me-
dia platform X. Mr. Trump
promised the crackdown
in the election campaigns
and began his second term
with a flurry of executive
actions aimed at overhaul-
ing entry to the U.S.
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538 arrested as U.S. begins deportation
operation

IANHT garT e FIT & e I« F
538 |l I PRFAR fFar T

Massive Deportation Operation in the U.S. Begins

AR # 93 YA W atae s o gam

e Hundreds of migrants were arrested on Thursday in the United States
as part of President Donald Trump's deportation operation.

) T a# A Ii“” ﬁ m qaliilqiﬁ T|5§C|i?l glﬂ_‘”("g ;‘Cr é?i?lai'\qa
IFAIT & dgd FREAR Har =)

o Military aircraft were used to deport "hundreds" of migrants out of the
country.

=7 AT 1 39T Fa "Hers” Taraar i &2 T d1gY [Aeprar ar=m|

e White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt stated that 538 illegal
immigrant criminals were arrested on Thursday.

SEISC B13F o 99 g demsa afde 3 Far & 538 arder 3myardt
IR} &l IeaR 1 fIREAR fham ar|

e She added that "hundreds" were deported, marking the beginning of
the largest deportation operation in history.

3egiel el & "dwsl F FaifRa fFar =@, & sfage & gea a9r
foratwe fdrame & g &1 d@ha g

e The announcement was made on the social media platform X,
emphasizing the progress of the deportation operation.

Ig GO el HfSAr colewhid X W Fr 918, Tad Haras e $r
gearfd I SR fe&ar arm|

e President Donald Trump had promised this crackdown during his
election campaigns and began his second term with executive actions
focused on overhauling U.S. entry policies.

Tsgafd Seles €0 A A9« gardt AfRamEr & SRt 59 @&t @ awer
°T 3R 3791 gAY FTEIHTS T BT IJARFT & waer Afoat F sgema &
foT iR et & Gy &
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India, Indonesia set to discuss
Myanmar conflict during talks

|GS Paper lI: India-Indonesia

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The raging conflict in
Myanmar will feature pro-
minently in discussions
between visiting Indone-
sian President Prabowo
Subianto and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during
the weekend, sources said.
Mr. Subianto, who will be
the chief guest at the Repu-
blic Day celebrations, be-
gan his official meetings by
calling on External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
meeting industry bigwigs
on Friday.

The inclusion of the pre-
vailing scenario in Myan-
mar in the official agenda is
significant as both India
and Indonesia have been
trying to stitch up a dia-
logue process among va-
rious domestic stakehol-

India, Indonesia set to discuss

The meeting of Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto (right) with
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in New Delhi on Friday. PTI

ders in the conflict-torn
southeast Asian country.
Sources mentioned that
the two sides will discuss
several “regional issues in-
cluding the tension around
the South China Sea” dur-
ing the official talks that
will be held in Hyderabad
House on Saturday.

India recently hosted a
number of ethnic armed
organisations from Myan-
mar as well as members of
the exiled National Unity
Government.

India hosted them at the
Indian Council of World Af-
fairs, soon after Indonesia
also hosted such groups.

The chain of engage-
ments indicated that both
the countries are trying to
establish dialogue between
the military junta in Nay
Pyi Taw and the ethnic
armed organisations that
have  captured large
amounts of territory of
Myanmar, including vast
tracts of land near its bor-
ders with India’s north-
eastern States.

The situation in Myan-
mar has escalated over the
last year, with the military
junta losing control over
areas in Chin state, Rak-
hine, and the Sagaing re-
gion. Maungdaw near the
Indo-Bangladesh frontier
was the latest town to fall
to the Arakan Army in De-
cember 2024.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Myanmar conflict during talks

HRT 3R SARNAT araT & SR =HAR [Qae | ==t F3Et

Myanmar Conflict on Agenda During Indonesian President’s Visit

FRAfTE Tseafa fr amET F R FAR §uy veist A nfAe

e The ongoing conflict in Myanmar will be a key discussion point during the talks
between Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the weekend.
AR # I F9§ SSARAS Togdfa yaat gimar i guesd alg #Ad S 9=
TAGTd H gl dTell ST $T Teh 97 fawa gram|

e Mr. Subianto will be the chief guest at the Republic Day celebrations and began his
official meetings on Friday by meeting External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and
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industry leaders.

A giewia ored Raw gaRe & gea fafy g 3R s par i g w5
TH. SFAF 3R 3GANT ST F A A FAhIT & Y I INTRRS Jooh P&
Eal

e The inclusion of Myanmar's current situation in the official agenda is significant as
both India and Indonesia are working to establish dialogue among various stakeholders
in the conflict.

AR & g Bufa # fteRe &6 & afda Far ageaqet § F=ife ard
3R SR gt 39 TuY & e RauRe & &g dag Tafd e & 931
N W} B

o Discussions will also cover regional issues like tensions in the South China Sea,
during talks scheduled for Saturday at Hyderabad House.

S 7 AR I e g1 A AT et WRR A e S e aAegt ool
enfAe fohar Suem|

¢ India recently hosted members of ethnic armed organisations and the exiled National
Unity Government from Myanmar at the Indian Council of World Affairs.

HRA o &Tel & H AR g #AtAal fr aRug 7 7IAR & FT qeeT d@9rs+1 31K
i Usdr vFar WHER F & Hr A Hi

e Both India and Indonesia are facilitating dialogue between the military junta in Nay Pyi
Taw and ethnic groups controlling large swaths of Myanmar's territory, including areas
near India's northeastern borders.

AR 3N SRR i off dfd At 77 WFER 3N FAAR H 98 47 W fgor
W aTel ST Ggl & oI Harg H Fraur gar & 1 8, o oRa iy sav-gdf
A3t F arw F &7 o AfA B

e The conflict in Myanmar has worsened over the past year, with the junta losing control
over regions such as Chin State, Rakhine, and the Sagaing region.

AR J 7Y oo U a¥ #F 3R off @9 & 3 §, Owd @ A e us, @rE,
IR gengar A o &t W fAgEer @ fear gl

e In December 2024, Maungdaw, near the Indo-Bangladesh border, fell to the Arakan
Army, further escalating tensions in the region.

REER 2024 #, ARA-gFeT AT S g TUT FIMST W 3RTRTeT 3HT 71 oot &7
T, S E® & & dag 3R g¢ @
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U.P. temple gets FCRA U.P. temple gets FCRA nod without request

nod without request sgz gor % #RTFT f=T

[GS Paper Il: FCRA |

Vijaita Singh
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has granted registration
under the Foreign Contri-
bution Regulation Act
(FCRA), 2010 to the famous
Banke Bihari temple in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Vrindavan,
enabling it to receive dona-
tions from foreign coun-
tries for  “religious”
activity.

The temple’s priests,
however, said they had
never applied for the
registration.

The temple committee
is locked in a legal battle
with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led government

in the State over the con-
trol of the temple’s affairs
and funds. The committee
includes the State govern-
ment’s nominees.

The Banke Bihari tem-
ple is presently owned and
managed by a hereditary
community of Sevayat Gos-
wami priests, Saraswat
Brahmins, and the descen-
dants of Swami Haridas,
who built the temple over
550 years ago.

Sources in the State go-
vernment said the temple’s
funds currently stand at
about ¥480 crore, apart
from gold and other
valuables.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

I &F
THHIIRT A A rer a8

FCRA Registration for Banke Bihari Temple
TF gl Al & v vwdismRe gsfisor

e The Union Home Ministry has granted Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA), 2010 registration to the Banke Bihari
temple in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh. This will allow the temple to
receive foreign donations for religious activities.

AT IF AA@T 7 3O GGA F Jaae U aid ey AR
el sreree RAfaase wf@fATA (FCRA), 2010 F dgd dsieor
e fhar &1 I8 dehewur Afex o enfis afafafeat & e faeeh

e gred e T At el

o However, the temple’s priests stated that they had never applied

for this registration.

gleliich, HICT & YoMt o1 gl foh Sogiel 30 Teltaor & faw waft smager widh fFam

1|

The temple committee is currently involved in a legal battle with the BJP-led Uttar
Pradesh government over the control of the temple’s affairs and funds.

Afer afafa so gag Al & aAFal 3R aa F [AIYAT F A HATSIT- RS ITW
YeA WEFR & T F[Al A8 H MfAST B

The committee includes nominees from the State government.

3H HRAfT H TeT WHR G@RT ARG FEET AT &

The Banke Bihari temple is managed and owned by a hereditary community of

Sevayat Goswami priests, Saraswat Brahmins, and descendants of Swami Haridas,
who built the temple over 550 years ago.

% g AR &1 TarffAca 3R g daraa MeaE geial, aREEa s, 3R
T gRerT & deEt ganrT R Sar €, Siegiar I8 #feR 550 ¥ gge s=aram A

According to State government sources, the temple’s funds currently stand at
approximately ¥480 crore, along with gold and other valuables.

T TFR F T F AR, AT & Y 7 aAAT 7 97897 1480 F03 A1 TR 2,
Y g SHH AT 3N 37T Ao aT G AR B
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At 75, constitutional justice and personal liberty

GS Paper Il
Constitutional Values

the Constitution
of India, I urge everyone to remember
the ways in which the core values of
the Constitution flounder in a deep
ethical and moral crisis, trapped as we are in
reductionist, mechanical readings of the
constitutional value of personal liberty and
human dignity. In the midst of the celebration,
we need to step back and take a sober look at the
right to personal liberty, which is a core
constituent of an idea of justice.

Reinstating dissent as constitutional ethic
The Supreme Court of India reinstated Justice S.
Fazl Ali’s dissenting opinion in A.K. Gopalan vs
State of Madras, unanimously in Puttaswamy vs
Union of India (2017), a case about the
fundamental right to privacy. The preventive
detention of the communist leader, A.K. Gopalan,
by the government of independent India and the
Supreme Court’s majority ruling on constitutional
interpretation in that case, in the inaugural year
of the Constitution, (1950), have now been
effectively declared as a judicial wrong. The
resurrection of this dissent (which, in effect,
upheld Gopalan’s right to political dissent) and
two later ones (all three on the question of
personal liberty), saw the majority judgments
truncating liberty as being flawed from the
standpoint of constitutional ethics. Within a
broader framing of justice, the technicalities of
the interpretation of a fundamental right were
seen as inseparable from the centrality of
personal liberty to constitutional ethics.

It can scarcely be forgotten that Article 21 (the
right to life and personal liberty) is ‘designed to
assure the dignity of the individual as a most
cherished human value which ensures the means
of full development and evolution of a human
being’ (Justice R.F. Nariman in Puttaswamy,
paragraph 42). How and on what basis might we
piece together memories that render the
Constitution ‘workable’, “flexible’ and ‘strong’ (in
the words of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar)? How may we
discover pathways through which the Preamble
lights up ways to ‘hold the country together’ at a
time when the dominant political discourse
reduces and degrades politics to the fractured
banality of shards — such as the ‘tukde tukde’
narratives?

Preventive detention, arbitrary arrests, denial
of fair trial through the impunity that is
guaranteed statutorily in anti-terror laws, and
democidal-domicidal violence enact ‘rituals of

Kannabiran

is a sociologist based
in Hyderabad

In the midst of
marking 75
years of the
Constitution of
India, India
needs to take a
sober look at
the right to
personal liberty
being a core
constituent of
an idea

of justice

humiliation” — to use Sunder Boopalan’s words —
and impose indescribable wrongs on
conscientious resisters in India today. I posit a
juxtaposition that is instructive — there is the case
of A.K. Gopalan (1950) challenging the
inauguration of constitutional contradictions and
being detained at one end, and Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, Gulfisha Fatima and several other
anti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) resisters
in prison (2025) challenging the CAA 2019 and
living with bulldozers, dispossessions and the
partisan prison complex, at the other end.

By 2017, when the Puttaswamy judgment
came, preventive detention and prolonged
custody without bail had proliferated under the
aegis of constitutional courts; there was an
escalation in arrests and the prolonged detention
of dissenters under the spiralling list of laws (State
and central) that, by now, authorised detention
and custody with scant regulations. Over the
years, the process has become the
punishment. We witness young and
spirited dissenters who courageously
challenged the CAA 2019, now trapped
in the talons of anti-terror laws. There t'_"—
is an impenetrable opacity of
procedure and an endless deferment of
decisions on the vital issue of personal
liberty.

Dissent is criminalised even while dissent is
reinstated; this is the deep paradox of our times
that courts must reflect on in the 75th year of the
Constitution.

A.K. Gopalan and today’s resisters

In his memoir, In the Cause of the People:
Reminiscences (1973), A.K. Gopalan gives us a
fine-grained account of his imprisonment along
with several others ‘by Indians’, and of the
numerous trials he faced and the petitions he
filed to secure liberty from British courts and
Indian courts thereafter, but to no avail. Deciding
to celebrate Independence day in jail on August
15, 1947, he led a small procession in jail and
hoisted the national flag. He was arrested for this
‘crime’ on a treason charge for stirring enmity
against the emperor under Section 1244, and
produced before the ADM Calicut in independent
India (p.274).

He filed affidavits and wrote letters to the court
‘as a matter of course’ and was unwilling to
‘remain quiescent’. Gopalan himself argued in
another writ petition filed in Madras, in a hearing
that saw large crowds: ‘“The court set me free on

“atitugy;
K-“‘“ 2,
o

the last day of the hearing. I was re-arrested after
release at the door of the court and escorted once
more to Cuddalore jail. I filed another writ
petition which was heard two days after my
re-arrest. The court released me again. The
judges specially ordered the police not to touch
me. The police did not dare to disregard this
injunction. I had been imprisoned in December
1947 and released in 1951. Four years in jail!”

This account has a familiar contemporary ring
to it. The anti-CAA resisters have spent roughly
four years in custody, but the difference is that
the courts have not yet moved with a sense of
urgency to set them free. The Preventive
Detention Act, 1950, belonged to free India’s ‘rule
of law’ regime.

K.G. Kannabiran, while reflecting on the
travails of civil libertarian lawyers and their
petitioners in courts over five decades, observed
that the Gopalan judgment “is our own. It is the

first ‘Indian-made foreign judgement’” which
upheld an Indian-made colonial law. To
this, 75 years later, we have now added
2.\ more Indian-made colonial laws. But
=/ will the courts hold the Puttaswamy
view of dissent and dignity in place and

extend their reach as constitutional
values that further the cause of personal

liberty as the ultimate expression of justice
under the Constitution?

No room for retrospective regret

The case of the 16 arrests made in the Bhima
Koregaon case (writers, intellectuals, cultural
activists, poets, performers, teachers), the 19
arrests made in the Delhi riots case of anti-CAA
protesters (most of them community leaders and
student leaders and activists, of whom 17 are
Muslim), and the anticipation of violence, arrest
and domicide as a ‘clear and present danger’
confronted especially by Muslims who dare to
challenge unlawful state action, must make us
pause. They call for a slew of interventions by
constitutional courts in the exercise of ‘creative
constitutionalism’ (to use Professor Upendra
Baxi’s phrase) in the cause of the right to personal
liberty as justice. This is needed so that India
does not end up waiting ‘another seven decades
and four generations’ to discover that we were
again on the wrong side of the Constitution. Or
that we understood and worked the Constitution
in its seventh decade in ways that negated its
ethical spirit, instead of upholding and furthering
the idea of justice embedded within.

At 75, constitutional justice and personal liberty

¢RT 75, Haufas = 3 afFaera Taaaar

Reinstating the Constitutional Values and Right to Dissent

e & Aeat Ak swenfa & AfwR # grvufia F@

e As India marks 75 years of the Constitution, there is a call to reflect on the ethical and
moral crises in the interpretation of personal liberty and human dignity.
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HRT & AU & 75 99 Q glel W ATFaera Faaar iR Aa aRk#AT 7 carear #
3o dAfad 3 G Fhe W TR e &r e & 715 g

Personal liberty is central to the idea of justice, and the right to personal liberty
requires deeper examination amidst the celebratory atmosphere.

Fqed TaaaT A F AR &1 Fg g, 3R AfFded FTadadar § JWeER ) 309
& T TS FAR AT 3ETF L

Reinstating Dissent as Constitutional Ethic

A F1 Fdwfas Afasdr F &7 & T-FURT HIET

The Supreme Court of India, in Puttaswamy vs Union of India (2017), reinstated
Justice S. Fazl Ali's dissenting opinion from the A.K. Gopalan vs State of Madras
(1950) case, upholding the fundamental right to privacy.

AT & wafed sATed o qaean ! §H ARd ¥ (2017) # ~Ae{fcl TH. Horer 3relt
I JHEATA I YeT-TATTAA foham, St T, MUTeT T AGW T (1950) A #Afaw
e FftFR Hr gfte X g

Justice Fazl Ali’'s dissent emphasized Gopalan’s right to political dissent and
criticized the majority judgment for truncating liberty, declaring it judicially flawed from a
constitutional ethics standpoint.

AIASA Wofel el S IHHEHATA o AMATeleT & Toelliasd HHATT F HUFR W SR
fem 3R Tacar 1 AT A & 0 sgad & fAvia w1 wdurfas Afavars
Tiseehior @ Ffequt effya feha

Article 21 guarantees the right to life and personal liberty and ensures the dignity of
individuals for their full development, as noted in Justice R.F. Nariman's judgment in
Puttaswamy.

ITesg 21 SNae ik afFara Faaaar & JfFR i TR S § 3R Frefd
HRTF. ARHAT & qaeardr Aoty & sgfdadt i afer 3 qot e gaed s
gl

Challenges to Personal Liberty and Dissent

safFaera Fadaar AR IrweAfa & wwer galfaar

India has seen preventive detention, arbitrary arrests, and denial of fair trials under
anti-terror laws, which impose rituals of humiliation on resisters.

AR H vgfaard! Ruwd, Aads alid & FRwar, 3R 3rdasdrg & st &
e fAvaaT gorars @ SR RRaT I g, St iRt ox sraeT #r W6 o) S
gl

A comparison is drawn between A.K. Gopalan’s detention in 1950 and the
prolonged custody of anti-CAA protesters like Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
under anti-terror laws in 2025.
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TF. Tl &1 1950 F Bd 31 2025 # Wvr AR ID 393 @fag 3R aeffe
SATH T ITddare RV Fe@ F dga ol {owd & g gaardr 78 )

By 2017, prolonged detention and preventive custody had increased, and dissenters
were subjected to endless procedural delays and opacity under these laws.

2017 a, s ReTrAe 3R vefaareh Rwad & 9efe g3, IR 57 Pl F T8
3TgAfA Fd A arell ot AT UiRaTcAS &8 3R FIRERIAr 1 THAT T
EEL

The Deep Paradox
3T RAemTE

Dissent is both reinstated and criminalized, highlighting a paradox that requires courts
to reflect deeply in the 75th year of the Constitution.

IrgEATT 1 Tk ATy ge-EuiiRa R sroRrefieor fRar o B, S @i & 759 ag A
STATSIAT o 1T &dsT & 3aThdl &T IWitehd AT &l

A.K. Gopalan and Today’s Resisters

T.¥F. MUt AR s & gfaE

In his memaoir, In the Cause of the People: Reminiscences (1973), A.K. Gopalan
described his imprisonment by Indians and the numerous trials and petitions he filed
to secure liberty, all of which were unsuccessful.

Toh. aNUTeleT o 379l GEceh 57 & ol 3% & digel: IARFAT (1973) H dRAAT g@aRT
#1718 PRy 3R Fadaar wita & v qrr w3 gEeant &1 ave G,
St Tl 3 e W

On August 15, 1947, Gopalan led a small procession inside the jail and hoisted the
national flag. He was arrested for this act under Section 124A for treason, accused of
stirring enmity against the emperor.

15 3ATFA 1947 T ATl F Sl H Teh BT Sfd ToAeplell 3R TSET easr HerT|
0% folU 3o URT 124T & dgd SURE & 3RT H FREAIR fomar )

He narrated how he was re-arrested multiple times after being released by the courts.
Judges even ordered the police not to arrest him again, but he spent four years in jail
(1947-1951).

3egied 9a T fF e T ReE & g o 3¢ TR-IR FRTaR Far arar| sgrarefey o
gford @l 3o 0 & ARFaR & e &1 3w fGam, e ot 3ogie aR @Ter ater
(1947-1951) & fodrw|

This resonates with the situation of anti-CAA protesters, many of whom have spent
four years in custody, with courts showing little urgency in setting them free.

g feufa dive At & oRfEafaat @ a9 @ &, 59 @ $5 F I/ g i
ferrad foars &, JAfera 3ererdl & 306 ReT a AR dftwar 7181 ewrs|
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The Preventive Detention Act and Constitutional Contradictions

vefaard et wfRfEs 3R gdufas R

¢ The Preventive Detention Act, 1950, enacted in independent India, was criticized as an
Indian-made colonial law, continuing the practices of detention without trial.

vgfaardt e sfafae, 1950, fS9 Taaa Ra & ey fovar aran, & s fafda
Mafaafdqs Feger & &7 F el AN, S 9T Hehed BT 1 g2m3it @ S

IGdr Arl

e Legal scholar K.G. Kannabiran referred to the A.K. Gopalan judgment as the first
Indian-made foreign judgment, upholding such colonial-era laws.

Sl Taeare .90, Feerde of .o, Marerel & Aol 1 ggem sl @fFT fadeh
faohr e, orga afaaRis o1 & 0 S w1 qade |

Cases Reflecting Current Challenges

FaATe gAlfaal F e I 7S

e The Bhima Koregaon arrests (16 individuals) and anti-CAA protests (19 individuals
arrested, including 17 Muslims) highlight targeted detentions of dissenters.

AT FRemT PAwaRal (16 safed) AR dee @B (19 safFa Rear, e 17
A¥erH §) o ARt i aféra PeardY w1 3emeR |

e The anticipated violence and arrests disproportionately affect Muslims, who face
unlawful state actions for challenging the state.

T 3t ARwardt F Faaar ARV &9 § FHEAATA T gomfad Al &, S Tog
3der FEEA A AT & E

e Scholar Upendra Baxi calls for creative constitutionalism by courts to protect the
right to personal liberty as the ultimate expression of justice.

faearet 34w qaft & 3rererdl @ Yorarcas wdfawar H AT H §, Al safErdera

~

FAAdT & FAOFR F a7 HI galea 3aFcaFa & 0 & WEaa Far o1 g

The Ethical Spirit of the Constitution
wfaua i Afasw saen

e The author emphasizes the need for courts to ensure that India does not wait decades
to realize it has once again failed the Constitution.

@ o Jereldl ¥ Ig FIARYT il T ITaRIeh W g AT 6 ART FF el
dF ydlall 7 FE 93, TJg FFs & v F 39 R @ Ifdus & @y 3=
fpar g1

e Upholding the ethical spirit of justice is critical to prevent the Constitution from being
reduced to a mere technical document.
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g T AfAF HTEAT H AT IWAT HAGedqUT g, ATl WAL T haol ddhailaht
gradsr § gRafdd gt & AT ST Tl

Foundational values, the journey of the Indian state

[GS Paper II: Federalism |
0 n the 75th anniversary of the coming into

effect of the Constitution of India, it is

imperative to evaluate the journey of the
Indian state from the perspective of its
foundational values before we plan the course
ahead. After nearly three years of debate and
deliberation, the Constituent Assembly of the
newly independent India adopted its founding
document, the Constitution of India. Two months
thereafter, the Republic officially came into force
with the Constitution being given effect to. When
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar delivered the closing address
to the Constituent Assembly on November 25,
1949, he characterised the complex challenges
ahead. He anxiously wondered whether Indians
would place “the country above their creed”.
Today, we realise that the words from the closing
address carry meaningful lessons for the next 75
years and propel us to guard the Constitution.

The federal republic

Many of the constitutional issues that have been
keenly debated in recent times have been around
the interpretation of India’s federal structure.
Tussles between State governments and some of
the State Governors have made their way to the
Supreme Court of India. Pitched battles are being
fought within and outside Parliament on the issue
of simultaneous elections. The neglect of
‘regional languages’ such as Tamil, Kannada,
Bengali, Marathi and so on is being argued from
the vanguard of multilinguistic equality and State
autonomy. Fiscal federalism has been a major
sticking point for States that are suffering under
the dual regime of the Finance Commission and
the Goods and Services Tax Act. The next
delimitation exercise, which will determine the
democratic future of India, is set to result in a
showdown between the Union and States that
have controlled their population.

It is strange that given how integral federalism
has been to the constitutional discourse over the
last 50 years or so, the word ‘federal’ is nowhere
to be found in the text of the Constitution.

is Spokesperson,
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam and an
advocate in the
Madras High Court

Rather than
reinventing the
wheel of the
Constitution,
there has to be
a strong defence
of India’s
democratic
principles

Criticism of the Constitution in the early days,
and one that was well anticipated by Dr.
Ambedkar, was that the document is anti-federal
and tilts the balance in favour of the Union.
Addressing this complaint while speaking in 1949,
Dr. Ambedkar explained that the ‘Centre and the
States are co-equal’ in matters of legislative and
executive authority. He clarified to the
Constituent Assembly that the overriding powers
for the Union are only placed “to be used in an
emergency”. As such, the regular conduct of
democratic business in India is within a federal
framework and not to be mistaken for a unitary
one. On this count, constitutional courts have
confirmed the proposition by ear-marking
federalism to be a part of the basic structure of
the Constitution, beginning with the judgment in
S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994) and
continuing to the Government of NCT of

Delhi vs Union of India (2024).
o

'

An unequal democracy &
Another question of contemporary

interest is on whether and how India

has matured over the 75 years, into a

social democracy that is guided by the
constitutional values of liberty, equality and
fraternity. The argument put forth by many
critics of the government is that it has become a
police state. The offence of sedition along with
stringent special statutes such as the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act supplement this position.
Similarly, whether the country has been able to
achieve a degree of equality among various
cohorts, and whether it is truly democratic are
questions that merit introspection.

With tremendous foresight, Dr. Ambedkar
explained that the country must strive to remove
social and economic inequality before they
become a threat to democracy itself. He went on
to underline the importance of fraternity for the
fledgling republic. Terming the idea of an Indian
nation as a delusion, Dr. Ambedkar asked how

Foundational values, the journey of the Indian
YR Hed, HRAT T[T AT AT

75 Years of the Constitution of India

AR & "fReUT & 75 9%

S

people divided into several thousands of castes
can be a nation.

Seventy-five years hence, can we fairly claim to
have fostered fraternal feelings through social and
political movements? Have we succeeded to some
degree in neutralising the significance of caste in
determining merit and success in society? The
answers must be in the negative. But, that does
not necessarily imply that the Constitution has
failed. It is an indication of how much farther the
country must travel.

The need for constitutional guardians

Of late, there has been some noise about

revamping the Constitution, as the accusation is

that it has evolved from an European colonial

perspective. It has become a common trope

among the social right to suggest replacement of
the present-day Constitution with an ‘Indic’

At~
/&‘*‘ I""f,‘,"'\coruititutiorml document drawing from
/ @

2.\ Hindu dharmic concepts — there can be
=1\ no greater insult to the combined

| intellect of the Constituent Assembly

/ than this. There can be no greater
disservice than this to the three years of
the Constituent Assembly and the 75 years
of nation-building that have made India what it is
today.

Rather than reinventing the wheel of the
Constitution, the country must respond to Dr.
Ambedkar’s calls to defend our democratic
principles and preserve the Constitution. For it is
not the document that makes the nation but the
people who are called to govern.

What is required today is clear-headed
guidance on the future of our constitutional
philosophy. In Plato’s Republic, he argues the case
for a class of guardians who are
philosopher-kings. India today needs guardians
who can place the country above their creed
more than ever: they need to be guardians in the
form of judges, bureaucrats, politicians, activists,
journalists and citizens. Only then can we truly
aspire to fulfil the promise of the Constitution.

State

e Onthe 75th anniversary of the Constitution of India, it is essential to reflect on the
nation’s journey from the perspective of its foundational values before charting the
future.
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HRT & HiqureT $r 754t q¥ens 9, HiasT $HI ATl Sl T Tgol HAHT Aedl &
TRECHIUT T S T AT W TAR HAT 3aTH g

The Constitution was adopted by the Constituent Assembly after three years of
debate and deliberation in newly independent India.

Giaurer 1 a7 Taaa AR 1 AT THT I i st fr 7@ AR ARy &
i AYATIT I1T|

It officially came into effect two months later, marking the birth of the Republic of India.
TE & A S MRS TT F o9 §37, [0 HRA IR T e g3

In his closing address on November 25, 1949, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar expressed concern
about whether Indians would prioritize the country above their creed.

25 sTdaY 1949 &1 319 AT HTYOT H 37, d.3R. 3es o Rar saea &1 & a7
HTAT 3T Y 39 A T IR G|

The Federal Republic
T TR

The interpretation of India’s federal structure has been a significant topic of debate in
recent years, with State-Union tussles frequently making their way to the Supreme
Court.

gl & asf & 9Ra A FNT TGl B a1 Uk Fgeaqol 95w F vy W §, AR
=7 3R &g & Fu¥ 3R Hared ~Hed J g &l
Key issues include:
AT Heg AR &
o Tensions between State governments and Governors.
TT TSR AR Tsgurat & g qama|
o Debates over simultaneous elections.
Ush {1 ellq G 64|
o Neglect of regional languages like Tamil, Kannada, and Bengali.
affe, Fe1s, Famel AT & AT ATWIHT A 3987
o Challenges in fiscal federalism under the Finance Commission and GST Act.
o woare & faa 3w AR GST siftfaws & dgd geifaa|
o Implications of the next delimitation exercise on State-Union relations.
T IR AT 3T FT ToT-hg, FEUT X IHG|

Despite being central to India’s governance, the word ‘federal’ is absent from the text of
the Constitution.

HRCT I ATHT YUTlell & T FAgeaqul g & Sdog, HidUme & uie # "Wl 2reg
IR Bl

Dr. Ambedkar clarified in 1949 that the Centre and States are co-equal in legislative
and executive authority, with Union powers only for emergencies.
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3T, 3esaT o 1949 H Tuse fhar f &g 3k vow Rumh it Fe iffeRY &
AT & 3T Fg 1 3VER oo s ufaat F v - aw §)

Federalism in Constitutional Judgments

@y & okt & e

Federalism has been declared part of the basic structure of the Constitution, starting
with the S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994) case.

Herdre 1 AL S qer q=ar 1 feear e fohar o, fSaehr e3iid TH.3IR.
AFAE TATH R TG (1994) ATHS T g3
The principle was reaffirmed in Government of NCT of Delhi vs Union of India (2024).

58 fcuid @l el FIFER FH ARG TG (2024) H G0 qive Al

An Unequal Democracy

AT Ahad

A key question today is whether India has matured in 75 years into a social democracy
guided by constitutional values of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

Teh Hgeaqul WReT Ig ¢ foh &ar 75 ant # R FaaadT, AT AR Ty &
HauTfrsh At & IR v TS AheT ¥ F faHaT g3 &
Critics argue that India has turned into a police state, with laws like sedition, Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), and the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
reinforcing this claim.

el T I & T IR T Iferd Tsd 91 917 &, [5ra Torale, it
afafafear (Qwam) sfafaeer (UAPA) 3R et framor srfarfaasr s e s&
ard 1 Feg I ¢l

Questions remain whether India has achieved equality among its people or if it is truly
democratic, warranting deep introspection.

agmmgm%%wmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁ%aﬁammﬁm@r%mw
Ig AT H cllhdiAdh g, AR Tg IgeT et ST AT T gl

Dr. Ambedkar's Warnings on Inequality

31, EASHT T HATTT W AdEafar

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar cautioned that social and economic inequality must be removed to
prevent them from becoming a threat to democracy.

3. IR, HEgH o ddrae &F A o grenfars 3 e raAedar ) gear S
& difer I8 iehdd & T @ d 91 Tl

He also stressed the need for fraternity, questioning how a nation divided into
thousands of castes could truly be called a nation.
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3eglel defea T IHTARTHRAT R SR A1 3R qor & gort sfadt & fenfaid v o

Pl IEAT H Th TSC HY FHgl ol T gl
o After 75 years, the answers to whether fraternal feelings have been fostered or caste’s
influence neutralized are largely negative.

75 ast & §Tg, g HaTel o o1 Stcd T HIGAT T Forar f&AqT AT § A7 S &
JHTT T WcHA fhaT 1T §, 39% 3R ITda: dJeRicas gl

e This does not indicate that the Constitution has failed, but highlights how far the
country still needs to progress.

SHPT AT Tg oTal & o iaeneT Awer & a1 &, sfow g fe@rar § & ¢or i 3efr
3R forgar 3mer Sear gl

The Need for Constitutional Guardians

AT & TIETHT Y IFIHAT

e Recent debates suggest replacing the current Constitution with an ‘Indic’ constitutional
document inspired by Hindu dharmic concepts, which would insult the intellect of the
Constituent Assembly.

glel & 988 doidAlel Hidule &l fgq Uidier aqurRons’t & IR ‘o wfaurer @
Seos @1 G Sl 8, i Widwmer | Ay gefteren a1 39AeT gl

o Dr. Ambedkar emphasized the importance of defending democratic principles and
preserving the Constitution, rather than reinventing it.

3T, s o dAiFditaes RAeual 1 W HE 3N Gfaue # 9690 @S & Aged W
SR &, I 58 gt |

e Today, India needs guardians in the form of judges, bureaucrats, politicians,
activists, journalists, and citizens who place the country above their creed.

37TST HRT T VW FI&THRT hT 3TTThdl & S +arameler, AwIeng, Tstadr, FrRiEdT,
TFhR T AFIRE & T H A F 397 0 T I W

e Only with such guardians can the nation truly aspire to fulfill the promise of the
Constitution.

shael W0 HI&TH & 1Y TS I # HIAYTT & g Y G FIA T 3ThIET AT
vl Bl
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Creative constitutionalism

Creative constitutionalism in the context of the statement refers to the
ability of constitutional courts to interpret and expand the scope of
constitutional provisions in innovative and dynamic ways to uphold
justice, particularly focusing on fundamental rights like personal liberty.

frefee sifrrccgemfass 1 #Adee § & wdufas = @faure
& IaUTer S AT HiHAg AR afdefier ali & &Y drfes =319,
faey §0 & FfFaera sadaar S8 Aifers 3fRwRT @ gatRad fear
ST Heh |

The idea is to adapt constitutional principles to address new and complex

societal challenges rather than sticking to a rigid or traditional
interpretation.

ST 3¢erT HiAH & feeidl i =15 AR Siieer AATSIs Ielfaar &
3THR 3eJohield LT §, Sl $Heh foh TR AT HOR eIl TN
R @1 S|

Explanation in the given context:

« The phrase coined by Professor Upendra Baxi, "creative
constitutionalism," emphasizes the proactive role courts can play in
ensuring justice, even in situations where the constitution may not
explicitly provide clear solutions.

. YIhEY 34g T SN IGT AT g el "fehuied
HlferecReieH" Hataeh warrerdl 1 38 Afha AT A1
X@ifehd T &, S = GlAfRad aza & fAsns Sl &, @rae
37 qRTEATIT # @71 HiGeTeT TUSC HATYUTA UGl sTal il

« It calls for constitutional courts to develop new legal doctrines,

broaden interpretations of existing rights, or reinterpret laws to
protect and promote individual rights, such as personal liberty.
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. IE FAUTfIeh ~ATel B AT FfAr Ry Refda &=, Als@
HAFRT A ATEAT FT R{AEAR FA, A1 FaA! w1 BT @
SATEITIRAT A T JTEdld HcT g, dlieh ITFAINd FIATAT ST
3ITOHRRT dT 8T 3R 3T TR fhar 51 ol

« This approach ensures that the spirit of the Constitution evolves
with time to address contemporary issues like privacy, equality,
and human dignity, beyond the original framers' foresight.

. I Tioehor gAfRad wtar § fo dfaers 1 srear a7 & w1y
Aefaa & 3R MNITdr, AT 3R AT TRAT AT AT
Heal I FEIfTT T Fh|
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Jitendra Pal Singh named
India’s Ambassador to Israel

Envoy is set to assume office in Tel Aviv as ceasefire pact between Israel and Hamas in Gaza gets

under way; taking over from Sanjeev Singla, he will oversee revival of trade and defence ties

[GS Paper II: India-Afghanistan|

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

dra Pal Singh - cur-
rently the point-per-
son for Iran and Pakistan
as well as the Special En-
voy to Afghanistan — as its
next Ambassador to Israel.

Mr. Singh has held a
number of important de-
signations at the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
over the past few years. He
assisted External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar as
the Joint Secretary in the
Minister’s office, and has
also headed the important
Iran-Pakistan-Afghanistan
(IPA) desk at the MEA.

He will take over as In-
dian Ambassador in Tel
Aviv ‘shortly’, the MEA
said. This change of guard
comes at a crucial time,
during the Israel-Hamas
ceasefire in Gaza. India’s
previous envoy to Israel,
Sanjeev Singla, has been
appointed as Ambassador
to Paris.

l ndia has named Jiten-

Critical time

On Saturday, the Israeli
forces and Hamas are due
to conduct their second ex-
change of hostages and pri-
soners. This is part of a
three-phase, three-month
ceasefire that began on Ja-
nuary 19, which has alrea-

Key diplomat: Jitendra Pal Singh with Taliban Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi in Kabul during a previous assignment. FILE PHOTO

dy seen the exchange of
three Israeli women by Ha-
mas and 90 Palestinian
women and children de-
tained by Israel.

India has welcomed the
ceasefire, and Palestinian
diplomats have expressed
the hope that India will be
involved in the future re-
construction process in
Gaza. Mr. Singh’s tenure in
Tel Aviv is expected to be
important in terms of bilat-
eral defence and trade ties,
but also because a growing
number of Indian workers
are being sent to work on
projects in Israel. If the
ceasefire holds, New Delhi
also hopes to revive multi-
lateral engagements like
the 12U2 with Israel-U.S.-
UAE and the India-Middle
East-Europe  Economic
Corridor, both of which
have been virtually shelved

since the October 7, 2023,
terror attacks in Israel by
Hamas and the conflict
that has followed, taking
nearly 50,000 lives.

Steered Iran, Pak. ties

Mr. Singh’s assignments
during this time have in-
cluded balancing India’s
relationship with Iran
along with its ties with Is-
rael during the standoff
and exchange of missiles in
2024. He was also respon-
sible for ensuring high-le-
vel engagements between
India and Iran during a
year in which Iran lost its
President Ebrahim Raisi
and Foreign Minister Amir
Abdollahian, and inaugu-
rated the new President
Masoud Pezeshkian after
an election. In addition,
Mr. Singh — who served as
Deputy High Commission-

er to Pakistan between
2014 and 2019 - has man-
aged tense ties with Pakis-
tan for a decade, including
a brief détente as Mr. Jaish-
ankar travelled to Islama-
bad for the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization
Heads of Government
meeting, the first such visit
in nearly a decade.

In Islamabad, Mr. Singh
was present when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
travelled to Lahore in 2015,
and then handled the fal-
lout of the Pathankot and
Uri terror attacks, as well
as the Kulbhushan Jadhav
case. During his tenure as
Joint Secretary (IPA), India
and Pakistan clashed over
the Pulwama attacks, and
cancelled trade ties and re-
called High Commission-
ers after the Kashmir reor-
ganisation in 2019. Mr.
Singh also oversaw talks to
build the Kartarpur corri-
dor for pilgrims.

Mr. Singh, who has
steered India’s tenuous en-
gagement with the Taliban
government for the past
few years, attended the
Doha talks that led to a
U.S.-Taliban agreement.
Following the Taliban take-
over of Afghanistan in
2021, he is credited with
negotiating the re-opening
of the Indian “technical
mission” in Kabul.

Jitendra Pal Singh named India’s Ambassador to Israel
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fordeg arer RE A ST JA AR FT Teiqy AgFa B
I

Envoy is set to assume office in Tel Aviv as ceasefire pact between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza gets under way; taking over from Sanjeev Singla, he will oversee
revival of trade and defence ties

Mt # gorad R gAw F fiT @ud R gaEla F god Teed d Ida A
mﬁmmg;mm@mﬁmgawmmmss
YAGEHUR AT ST FA

India appoints Jitendra Pal Singh as Ambassador to Israel

R A fadg arer T F g # e Aged

e India has named Jitendra Pal Singh as its next Ambassador to Israel, currently
serving as Special Envoy to Afghanistan and handling relations with Iran and
Pakistan.

AR & fords arer g &1 soRse A Tergy e fham §1 98 aoATe 7 Irpemfaeare
¥ Ry ga@ § 3N &= 3k wfrerasr & @y @ey d@ @

e Mr. Singh has held key positions at the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), including
Joint Secretary in S. Jaishankar’s office and heading the Iran-Pakistan-Afghanistan
(IPA) desk.

A e & gy #AAET (MEA) & %3 T Ug T §, [Sad td. e & Sy
# §gFd AT 3R SOA-TRFEATA-IBMATATT (IPA) SEF &I Aed ATTAS §

e He will replace Sanjeev Singla, who has been appointed as Ambassador to Paris, and
is expected to take over in Tel Aviv shortly.

g Horg ferar &1 T o, Toeg aRW F Terge e feam @ g1 s g aer
Il & Feg & TSHR HsTeIA

Critical Appointment during Ceasefire

TeyfaA & 2R Ageaqt AgRa

e Mr. Singh’s appointment comes at a critical time, during the Israel-Hamas ceasefire in
Gaza, which began on January 19, 2025.

A Rig B 3P o # FoRmEe-gAE JEURA & NI g5 €, S 19 Feradl 2025
| & g3

e The ceasefire involves a three-phase, three-month plan, including the exchange of
hostages between Israel and Hamas.
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58 geufawd A e woit At e #AfR 7 Ao A B, T sosa 3 gam
& fiT duF FT HSH-YSHT ATTHT 2

India has welcomed the ceasefire, with Palestinian diplomats expressing hope for
India’s involvement in Gaza’s reconstruction process.

HRA & Feufa# T Fawra fhar §, 3R ATl Teefast « e & geafesior
UfhaT F RA HT APNGRT & 35 S8 &

Bilateral and Multilateral Focus

gfuehw AR sgweha wrww

Mr. Singh’s tenure will focus on bilateral defence and trade ties and facilitating Indian
workers on Israeli projects.

A fiE &1 S gfausiia 18T 30t SR @yl AR gesedr IRASEET | AR
AT F Fgrar ) Higa grem|
New Delhi hopes to revive engagements like the 12U2 (Israel-U.S.-UAE) and the India-

Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, disrupted after the October 7, 2023 Hamas
attacks.

T el 1202 (Fosd-3ARe-gus) 3R sRa-#ed q@-g0v e afeam &t
geAoiiidd il T 3FHle X T 8, I8 7 aFga¥ 2023 & A gHal & dTe a1fed
feram arar

Key Assignments and Challenges

Mr. Singh has balanced India’s relations with Iran and Israel, including during the
missile standoff of 2024.

#r &g 71 2024 $r AuET AfAAT F SRF &= 3R FoRBA F T HRT F TIUT B
SGIECEEE

He ensured high-level India-Iran engagements during Iran’s leadership changes,
including the election of President Masoud Pezeshkian.

3egiel Sl & AAded IRANA & SN HRA-SU 3= T AT & FlAread

forar, TSr@# Tregufa #Avg 9iREwI &1 garg A gl

As Deputy High Commissioner to Pakistan (2014-2019), he handled key events like
Modi’s Lahore visit (2015), Pathankot and Uri terror attacks, and the Kulbhushan
Jadhav case.

uifrearer # 39 ITAFA (2014-2019) & §T H 3ogil Al A AR AMET (2015),
Toaie AR 3N IFER g R FerEor ST AHA S GHE THhA Il |

Mr. Singh also managed tensions post the Pulwama attacks (2019), overseeing talks
on the Kartarpur Corridor and India-Pakistan clashes.
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A T8E & gAamAT §AA (2019) & STE AT DT HFT 3R FARYY Aferar 3 HRA-
aifehedlel Toird X aTcl &l A{eTor fama|

Afghanistan Engagements

HEIMATATT H FgHIAAr

As a key negotiator, Mr. Singh represented India in the Doha talks, which led to the
U.S.-Taliban agreement.

T YAW AR & & #, A g o ket arat # oRa 1 gfafafic & Gwa
4, 0q. Ao FAST g3

He played a significant role in reopening India’s technical mission in Kabul after the
Taliban takeover (2021).

3egiol arfaate AT (2021) & STE FIgA H HRA & ddhallr Ao F 5T &
e # HAgcaqoT A eS|

China’s refusal to
sign water treaties

WOITVIINEG:

IGS Paper II:
{india-China
GUWAHATI

Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu
said China’s refusal to en-
ter into binding interna-
tional water treaties, and
selective sharing of hydro-
logical data have raised
concerns in the northeast-
ern region.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral function of a seminar
titled “Environment and
Security” organised at the
Assembly in Itanagar on
Friday, he drew the atten-
tion of all stakeholders to-
wards the Chinese plan to
construct the world’s lar-
gest hydropower project
on the Yarlung Tsangpo
river, which enters the
State as Siang and becomes
the Brahmaputra in Assam
before flowing into Bangla-
desh as the Jamuna.

In December, China
confirmed plans to build a
60,000 megawatt dam
close to the Arunachal Pra-
desh border in Tibet. Beij-
ing claimed the hydroelec-
tric project would have
minimal impact on the Hi-
malayan and sub-Hima-
layan regions.

“The dam will let China
control the timing and vol-
ume of water flowing
downstream, which can
have devastating effects
during periods of low flow
or drought. The mighty

Khandu

Pema Khandu

Siang or the Brahmaputra
river will dry up during
winters, disrupting life in
the Siang belt and the
plains of Assam,” Mr.
Khandu warned.

On the other hand, sud-
den release of water from
the dam could cause sev-
ere flooding downstream,
displacing communities,
destroying crops, and da-
maging  infrastructure.
“Furthermore, the dam
will alter the sediment
flow, affecting agricultural
lands that rely on the riv-
er’s natural replenishment
of nutrients,” he said.

China’s construction of
the hydropower dam on
the Yarlung Tsangpo river
poses significant risks to
the water security, ecolo-
gy, and livelihoods of peo-
ple downstream in Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Assam, and
Bangladesh. “The poten-
tial disruption of water
flow, flooding, and ecosys-
tem degradation could
have far-reaching conse-
quences,” he said.

China’s refusal to sign water treaties worrying:
Khandu

HieT & STl GO 9X AR i & SAPR
HL Ridrsas: @3

Concerns over China's Hydropower Project on Yarlung Tsangpo
River

ARG G A4t W AT F Fefega TRASHT F dw Rand

o Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu expressed
concerns over China’s refusal to enter into binding international water
treaties and its selective sharing of hydrological data, which impacts
the northeastern region.

3OS Y& & HEGHN 9T Wig o At F AW e |fei &
SR 3T FERAoTde 32T & TUTeHS WISTHIOT W Rar s,
ey qafer & wsmRE g ¥

o Speaking at the seminar “Environment and Security” in
Itanagar, Mr. Khandu highlighted China’s plan to construct the world’s
largest hydropower project on the Yarlung Tsangpo river, which
becomes the Brahmaputra in Assam and the Jamuna in Bangladesh.

“qETaRor 3R PR VAR A §eeR & Sterd gu, A Tig F A A
AISTAT TR GehIRT STelT, ST IR cHeraT /et 91 gforar i ga@ a9t
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Srefaega aRAISar &1 AT A @7 &1 Ig ALY A H FEAGH IR ey A
SHAT T ST B

Impact of China’s Hydropower Dam

@i & Fafdega aY F 6T

In December, China confirmed plans to build a 60,000 MW dam near the Arunachal
Pradesh border in Tibet, claiming it would have minimal impact on the Himalayan and
sub-Himalayan regions.

R d, T o Teaad & 3evmae weer AT S 919 60,000 ATEIE ST ST I
AT BT ST Y, FE &I P §U R g8 oA T AR 3U-RATT a5 R FAaH
9T IS |

Mr. Khandu warned that the dam would allow China to control water flow, potentially
causing drought during winters, leading to the drying up of Siang/Brahmaputra river,
disrupting life in the Siang belt and Assam plains.

A @ig A Ydree & o Ig qy T F 9l F yaw F @AEBT @A e
gaTean, fSad |feat & SN @198 Feohall &1 $66 TROTHATASY RAARM/FEAYT et
@ Hevehl g, 3R RAmr a7 3R sra & At & Shast wenfad & gt &

The sudden release of water could result in severe flooding downstream, leading to
displacement, crop destruction, and infrastructure damage.

) & IATTF B3 A AT F Sl H q1¢ 37 Toha! &, oad faeamga, wgar &1
T el 3R FAAE S F FHAT g7 FhAT g

Alteration of sediment flow due to the dam could affect agricultural lands reliant on
the river's natural nutrient replenishment.

MG ¥ vag # 9GATT F FROT, S 7G & WHfas N9F deal 1 #E R R §
FR ffer genfaca g Feclr

Regional and Environmental Risks

& 3 e sfEw

The dam poses significant risks to water security, ecology, and livelihoods in
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and Bangladesh.

Ig ST TV Toer, HHA, 3R qvameer # Sior gat, aiRfEufaedn, 3R srehfasr &
forT Fgcaqer Sf@ 3cveet &t B

Potential consequences include disruption of water flow, flooding, and ecosystem
degradation, with far-reaching impacts.

ganfaa aRumaE! & 9l & vare & swrEe, 91, 3R IR dF F1 aRor arfAe §,
et a9s gHTd @ T ¢l
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S gy T T

ISRO gearing up for
its 100th launch from
Sriharikota on Jan. 29

GS Paper lll: S&T |
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is gear-
ing up for the 100th launch
from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Srihariko-
ta, Andhra Pradesh, which
is scheduled to take place
on January 29 with the
launch of the GSLV-FI5
NVS-02 mission.

The GSLV-F15, with indi-
genous cryogenic stage,
will place the NVS-02 satel-
lite in a Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbit.

The launch is scheduled
to take place from the spa-
ceport’s second launch
pad.

The NVS-02 is the se-
cond satellite in the NVS
series, and part of India’s
Navigation with Indian
Constellation (NavIC).

According to ISRO, Nav-

IC is India’s independent
regional navigation satel-
lite system designed to pro-
vide accurate Position, Ve-
locity, and Timing (PVT)
service to users in India
and the region extending
about 1,500 km beyond
the Indian landmass,
which is its primary ser-
vice area.

NavIC provides two
types of services: Standard
Positioning Service (SPS)
and Restricted Service
(RS). NavIC SPS provides a
position accuracy of better
than 20 metres and timing
accuracy of better than 40
nanoseconds over the
primary service area. Five
second-generation NavIC
satellites, NVS-01/02/03/
04/05, are envisaged to
augment the NavIC base
layer constellation with en-
hanced features to ensure
continuity of services.

ISRO gearing up for its 100th launch
from Sriharikota on Jan. 29

SHU 29 STl &Y sgReer @ 9+
100d 9&I90T & foT A &

ISRO’s 100th Launch: GSLV-F15 NVS-02 Mission
ISRO &T 100dT Y&IYoT: GSLV-F15 NVS-02 e

e The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is
preparing for its 100th launch from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. The launch is
scheduled for January 29.

HRAT HARET HTHUTT WIS (ISRO) 3T TS & Fellar
trad raier &g, AeRPIer T 379 1004 FaIGOT T JIRT
T T@T &1 T8Y0r 29 FAad i RS

¢ The mission will launch the GSLV-F15 NVS-02 satellite.

g AT F GSLV-F15 NVS-02 393§ &I died fohar

SITUATT |

¢ The GSLV-F15, with its indigenous cryogenic stage, will
place the NVS-02 satellite in a Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit (GTO).
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GSLV-F15, 319+ Faaeft FrRfa® =01 & A1, NVS-02 3991E &I YT SA®T FHafl
(GTO) # FuIfad e

e The launch will take place from the second launch pad at the spaceport.

g F&IYUT IARET e & gfAdIg TaI9oT ¥4« & glar|

NVS-02 and NavIC System
NVS-02 3k NavIC gorrely

e The NVS-02 satellite is the second in the NVS series and part of India’s Navigation
with Indian Constellation (NavIC).

NVS-02 393g NVS #@elT & g8l 3998 ¢ 3R afdoreer R saa sieweaerT
(NavIC) &1 fo&am &l

¢ NavlC is India’s independent regional navigation satellite system designed to
provide accurate Position, Velocity, and Timing (PVT) services.

NavIC #Rd & Faaa T AfFaera 3uag yorme §, o 9d& €=, AT, 3t a3
(PVT) BaIU YeTed aat & foiv 3amsa forar aram gl

e The system primarily serves India and the region extending 1,500 km beyond the
Indian landmass.

Ig JOTTell {ET 7 § R AR AT p31er & 1,500 Brelefiex amdt aF & &9 &
qaT verd el B

NavIC Services and Accuracy

NavIC ¥amw 3 adFar

e NavIC provides two types of services: Standard Positioning Service (SPS) and
Restricted Service (RS).

NavIC g YR $I Jd0 Yeld Il & T35 qfFerfaer dar (sPS) 3tk Ri¥ewes Aar
(RS)I

e The SPS offers a position accuracy of better than 20 metres and a timing accuracy of
better than 40 nanoseconds within its primary service area.

SPS 319aiT wTAfAE Jar &7 # 20 AeT A IgaT TATT FéHhdr 31K 40 A9Fs F g
AT FEFAT Yl HT ¢

Augmentation of NavIC with NVS Satellites
NVS 393@Y & &I NavIC FT RQEar

e Five second-generation NavIC satellites — NVS-01, 02, 03, 04, and 05 — are
planned to augment the NavIC base layer constellation.

q@dt didr & 9T NavIC 393§ — NVS-01, 02, 03, 04, 3R 05 — NavIC &I #HeT HI==T
& AAYT FA & [T Aol 7
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o These satellites will include enhanced features to ensure continuity of services.

A 3YTE ool GRAUTH HT AR AL ATfeh Fam3it At fRear gAfRaa & 51 g

Cryogenic Engine

"Cryo" refers to extremely low temperatures, typically below -150°C.
"SI @ eI e e A & g, 3#EaR ) -150°C ¥ FA|

Cryogenic engines operate using propellants in their liquid state at such low temperatures.
FRSAS So7eT 3HARF AT dIAT W alel 3aEAT H YoNGahl I 39T Fd g

Principle of Cryogenic Engines

Cryogenic engines utilize liquid hydrogen (LH2) as fuel and liquid oxygen (LOX) as
an oxidizer.

FRASIAS 3ol U & T A aRd gIssd (LH2) 3R 3iFeR® & & & avd
HTFHIST (LOX) T 3IIRT R &l

Liguid hydrogen is stored at -253°C, while liquid oxygen is stored at -183°C.
T gTs3elel I -253°C R 3R el 3iFHIT=T A -183°C W TILIT fohar STar &1

When burned together, they produce water vapor and a significant amount of thrust.
S Se¢ AU ST ST &, a6 Ig STl arsq 3R Y AT & YerepT (Y¥S) 3cTeed
T g

e Advantages of Cryogenic Engines

o Higher Efficiency: Cryogenic engines have a higher specific impulse, making them
more efficient than conventional solid or liquid propellant engines.

3T &TdT: TSI ol T TAfASE AT ’fAH giar &, ad ¥ grRaRe
O AT Rl JUNGeh Sofell T Jofell 3 3T Farel g1 8|

o Environmentally Friendly: The byproduct is water vapor, making it cleaner than
other fuel types.

YATEOT F JHeJhel: SHDT 3UICTIG STl aTST BTl g, Sl 3o Toh & Seal
dolell & TGS giaT &

o Higher Thrust: The high-energy density of cryogenic propellants allows for heavier
payloads.

HF UFHT: FRATAS JUNGH sl 3T Foll Ueded HRY Uallg o ATer Sl
IFATT & B

e Challenges of Cryogenic Technology

o Complexity: The storage and transfer of propellants at extremely low temperatures
require advanced thermal management systems.
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Sfeddr: 3% AFT dIHT 9 Yulean & HSROT 3R TR0 & fow
Soold THST Yo unfarah &7 3aegehar giar 2

o Structural Integrity: The materials used must withstand thermal stress due to rapid
temperature changes.

WIAATCAS WS, TIFd A T A F Ao IRGd & FROT T T
GECISECINY

o Cost: Developing and maintaining cryogenic technology involves significant
investment.

AT e e & e 3R @@ FAgeaqul Haer fr #T s
gl

e Historical Background and India's Achievement
o India began its cryogenic engine program in the 1980s under ISRO.

HRA & 1980 & &Uh H THA o el 3Tel hidloiioieh Solol HRIHH hT YEITA
Eaf

o After initial setbacks due to technology denial regimes, ISRO developed the CE-7.5
engine, which powered the GSLV-D5 mission in 2014, marking India's success in
cryogenic technology.

deheitehl Ifaetll & SRUT YRTAS el & dIG, ST of CE-7.5 Sl A iad
T, 8y GSLV-D5 e, 2014 &t 2fad wereT it 31 IRa Hr Iwerar &r
IBIGGRERI

o In2017,the GSLV MK IIl mission used the advanced CE-20 cryogenic engine to
launch the GSAT-19 satellite.

2017 &, GSLV Mk Ill fAeT & 3eid CE-20 HIaaifeeh Solel T 3T Hlh

GSAT-19 393rg &I g&faa foram|
e Recent Updates

o InJuly 2023, ISRO successfully launched the Chandrayaan-3 mission, utilizing
cryogenic technology in its LVM-3 rocket.

AT 2023 H, ST o TGATA-3 FAUT AT Ahorargdes dlea o, foesd
FRATASR dheileh T ITANIT LVM-3 Tdhe H Far =]

o Cryogenic engines will play a crucial role in India's Gaganyaan mission aimed at
sending humans to space.

R & I9TATTeT RS, ST AlAT T HARET H Al T 16T IQ@dT g, H
SISl Soiel FHEcaqul s{fAeT T
e Global Context

o Only a few countries, including the USA, Russia, China, France, and Japan,
possess indigenous cryogenic technology.
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hael FT &, S ARG, &, WA, B 3R S, TRl wRATSTAS Teheteh

W@d gl

o India’s success places it in an elite group of nations with advanced space

capabilities.

HR T Theldl SH 3ol TARET &TAAI3N aTel 20T & T fafIse @#g
fAe L B

Odisha tops NITI fiscal health
index, Chhattisgarh next best

Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Kerala were the worst-performing States, as per the NITI

Aayog report, while Maharashtra, UP, Telangana, M.P, Karnataka were in front-runners’ category

[6S Paper IlI: Fiscal Health |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ineral-rich  Od-
M isha,  Chhattis-
garh, Goa, and

Jharkhand have emerged
as top-performing ‘achiev-
ers’ among the States listed
in NITI Aayog’s first Fiscal
Health Index (FHI) report
released on Friday.

The report titled “Fiscal
Health Index 2025” ranked
States for 2022-23, covering
18 major States that drive
the Indian economy in
terms of their contribution
to India’s GDP, demogra-
phy, total public expendi-
ture, revenues, and overall
fiscal stability.

According to the report,
Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
West Bengal, and Kerala
were the worst-performing
States in the Fiscal Health
Index (FHI), each facing
significant fiscal challeng-
es, and listed under “aspi-
rational” category.

The report aims to
evolve an understanding of
the fiscal health of States
and it has listed Maharash-
tra, Uttar Pradesh, Telanga-
na, Madhya Pradesh, Kar-
nataka under the
“front-runners” category.
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Rajas-

Fine balance

Analysis in the Niti Aayog’s report on the fiscal health index
for FY23 highlights that strong revenue mobilisation, effective
expenditure management, and prudent fiscal practices are

critical determinants of success

Y-~ EEE Achiever

Madhya
Pradesh 9

Front-runner

Uttar Pradesh 7

"»‘ ~Jharkhand 4 . ..

Performer:

Tamil Nadu 11
Rajasthan12
Gujarat 5 TR
Maharashtra 6 -~ Chhattisgarh 2 nETRETEEL)
Goa3 Aspirational:
Odisha 1 Kerala 15
Karnataka 10— ® ,.J Telangana 8 anaus
b\ Andhra
*Himalayan and
north-eastern States have P'@““ b/
not been considered Punjab 18

than, and Haryana were
classified as performers.

As per the report, re-
leased by 16th Finance
Commission Chairman Ar-
vind Panagariya, Odisha ex-
celled in fiscal health, with
the highest overall index
score of 67.8.

Referring to top five
achiever States, NITI Aayog
said these States have high-
er capital outlay of up to 4%
of Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP), effective
mobilisation of non-tax re-
Venue, are revenue sur-

plus, and have low interest
payments which is up to 7%
of revenue receipts.

The government think
tank said the front-runner
States reported high total
developmental expendi-
ture up to 73%, witnessed
consistent growth in own
tax revenue, had balanced
fiscal management and im-
proved debt sustainability
with debt-to-GSDP ratio of
24%.

The report noted that
the aspirational States of
Kerala, West Bengal, And-

hra Pradesh and Punjab
are struggling to meet the
fiscal and revenue deficit
targets, have low revenue
mobilisation, witnessing a
growing debt burden with
debt sustainability a con-
cern in these States.

As per the report, Od-
isha tops the debt index
(99.0) and debt sustainabil-
ity (64.0) rankings with
better than average scores
under quality of expendi-
ture and revenue mobilisa-
tion. Odisha has main-
tained low fiscal deficits, a
good debt profile, and an
above average capital out-
lay/GSDP ratio.

While Kerala and Punjab
struggle with low quality of
expenditure and debt sus-
tainability, the report said,
West Bengal faces revenue
mobilisation and debt in-
dex issues. Andhra Pra-
desh has high fiscal deficit
and Haryana has a poor
debt profile, it said.

According to the report,
Odisha, Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, and Chhattis-
garh scored the highest av-
erage FHI score for 2014-15
to 2021-22 period. The data
used to calculate the Fiscal
Health Index were sourced
from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).

AT, HET Y2, el ‘AU Auiy 7 |
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Odisha tops NITI
fiscal health index,
Chhattisgarh next
best

Aifd 3T F FEE
qa&is A Afser ofd
W, BTG qa
T

Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
West Bengal, Kerala were
the worst-performing States,
as per the NITI Aayog
report, while Maharashtra,
U.P., Telangana, M.P.,
Karnataka were in ‘front-
runners’ category
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NITI Aayog's Fiscal Health Index Report
NITI 3marer & Ry Fareer gasis Rue

Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Goa, and Jharkhand emerged as top-performing States in the
Fiscal Health Index (FHI) report, released by NITI Aayog.

3nfeem, sftwere, T, 3R ARES & NITI 3T garT R fadir FareT gasis (FHI)

RO & MY vetsT F ared T & & F 339X N GHT AT

The report titled “Fiscal Health Index 2025” ranked 18 major States for 2022-23 based
on their contribution to India’s GDP, demography, public expenditure, revenues, and
overall fiscal stability.

R &1 <N R Fareew gasie 2025" o1, forE# 2022-23 & T 18 vH@ W=l
$ HRA & GDP, SARTTEIH, FdSfard =9, Tered, iR Fa facdlr Ruwar & 3mur
w ¥ R amm|

States like Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, and Kerala performed poorly in the
FHI and were categorized as “aspirational” due to significant fiscal challenges.

YSITe, 34 9aer, IR §9nel, 3R e o Ul o FHI# &0d Y6 forar 3R 308
AecaquT o gl & $RoT “Agearsial” Aot # w@r |

States categorized as “front-runners” include Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, and Karnataka for their fiscal health and stability.

“qHE” AN H AGRISE, IR T&A, AT, HET T2, 3N FeAlehT S Tl HY 3eTeh
faer Fareey 3R R & fow geffpa forar |

Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Rajasthan, and Haryana were classified as performers in the
report.

R # affrereg, fER, Toeyme, 3N gRATon & yeoier e a & &9 H qafiepa fmar
IT|

Odisha topped the report with the highest overall score of 67.8 for fiscal health.
3B facig Tareey & AU 67.8 % 3Tadd Fl TR & Ty RAE # €Y vy

grea o)

The top achiever States have higher capital outlay (up to 4% of GSDP), effective
mobilisation of non-tax revenue, and are revenue surplus.

i suafer Tsar 7 3° TSl 47 (ST GSDP & 4% d &), THTET I-8T T9Fa &7
at, 3R IerET AfAv g

These States also report low interest payments (up to 7% of revenue receipts) and
have managed to maintain balanced fiscal management.

goT TSl T AT ST (ST AeTEd WISt & 7% aF ) HA ¢ 3R 36l dqgfad
T wetrer sere @ B

Aspirational States like Kerala, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, and Punjab struggle
with fiscal and revenue deficits, low revenue mobilisation, and growing debt burden.
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Tol¥d Ha¥e, 3R d6d %1 aieT ¥ ST @ 2

e Odisha, Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Chhattisgarh scored the highest average
FHI scores from 2014-15 to 2021-22.

e, aar, FaTewt, AgRTSE, 3R SAFTE o 2014-15 F 2021-22 d 31T FHI THR &
oY T greg faam|

e The data for the report was sourced from the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAQG).

RAIC & 3e1 ! FghoR U HifSex Foiker (CAG) & foram arm |
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