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A survivor’s crusade to break the
stigma surrounding sexual violence

Trafficking is worst form of sex crime, says Sunitha Krishnan and calls upon people to fight scourge; she says people’s attitude is her biggest challenge

and stresses the need for unconditional acceptance; it's important to differentiate people from the problem and it requires a daily fight, she adds

|GS Paper I: Society |

Soma Basu
CHENNAI

ven as the session
E with Sunitha Krish-
nan, survivor, cru-
sader, and fighter against
sex trafficking, was on at
The Pavilion on Saturday at
The Hindu Lit for Life, the
court verdict in the R.G.
Kar case came in holding
Sanjoy Roy guilty of rape
and murder. “This is one
case of speedy justice, but
there are billions of cases
of sex crimes that don’t
even reach the chargesh-
eet stage,” said Ms. Krish-
nan, who has positively
helped change the lives of
27,500 women and young
girls forced into sex work.
In conversation with
writer and scholar Swarna
Rajagopalan, she talked
about what it takes to fight
for others. Gang-raped 37
years ago at the age of 15,
Ms. Krishnan, who turned
women'’s rights advocate,
said the biggest challenge
she faced in her work was
the attitude of people. “Pe-
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Fighting on: Activist Sunitha Krishnan (right) in conversation with writer Swarna Rajagopalan during
the The Hindu Lit for Life event in Chennai on Saturday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

ople do not miss a chance
or forget to remind you
where you come from. One
of my biggest pain is to be
constantly identified as a
rape survivor and not the
work I do. Every survivor
needs unconditional ac-
ceptance,” she said and
called upon the audience

to involve in citizen
engagement.

Every individual needs
to understand what a vic-
tim requires to come back
to the mainstream of heal-
ing and recovery. Prostitu-
tion is defined by law as
commercial sexual exploi-
tation. But confusion is

created by combining
prostitution, sex work, and
sex trafficking which are
components of parallel
struggles. “Each is a set of
different people with diffe-
rent stories and trafficking
of a person is the worst
form of sex crime; it is an
organised crime and the
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fastest growing criminal
enterprise,” she said.

Ms. Krishnan pointed
out that an enabling envi-
ronment needs to be built
to help the victims of sex
trafficking. “It is important
to differentiate the people
from the problem and it re-
quires a daily fight against

the attitude that a woman’s
honour is located in her va-
gina,” she said.

Ms. Krishnan said that
pornography was the big-
gest contributor to sex traf-
ficking and if everybody
put out a social message
daily condemning it or at
least talk to one person a
day engaged in pornogra-
phy, it would change the
world.

“You do not necessarily
have to be an activist but
understand the fundamen-
tal nuances of the sex busi-
ness and the constrained
choices women are com-
pelled to make. Lots of bo-
dies, minds, and souls are
crushed and beaten daily,”
said Ms. Krishnan, whose
memoir I am What I am is
her personal story of grit
and determination having
been sexually assaulted.

But, she said she openly
speaks about her expe-
riences to break the stigma
surrounding sexual vio-
lence and to empower oth-
er survivors.

A survivor’s crusade to break the stigma surrounding sexual
violence

Il AT & I FoF disa & AU Ut gaEa &1 JRI

e Sunitha Krishnan, a survivor, crusader, and fighter against sex trafficking, highlighted
that trafficking is the worst form of sex crime.

AT FOOIT, Teh Fellgal, HTFAHRAT, 3R o &R & T@ATH 818 o5 arell,
Ig aarn & aerd dler Rt F 1 @ 9w w5

e She stressed the need to fight this scourge and mentioned that people's attitudes are

her biggest challenge.

3ogiel SH HTATH oI5 T HTEThdl W iR f&ar 3R Fgr fF el o1 w&dam 33
Hed 91 At &l
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e She emphasized the importance of unconditional acceptance and differentiating
people from the problem.

3ogiel ATANAT FAFIA 3N AR BT FAEAT @ el Al & HAged I IWiiehd |

e She mentioned that it requires a daily fight and explained that victims need to be
accepted unconditionally to heal.

3gial gl b I8 & @u¥ i 3maegear & 3R garr & fifgai & S+ g & v
AT FFIA AT 3TaRThT &

e Ms. Krishnan shared that she has positively helped 27,500 women and young girls
forced into sex work.

oA FUTT o wieA forar & 3wgiet 27,500 Afgematt i gafadi fr 7o # § S
AFH FTH A AR i

e She pointed out that sex trafficking is an organized crime and one of the fastest
growing criminal enterprises.

38l Ig IarT foF AFT dFhd) Ueh ST 3rqrer § 31 I8 e dsit ¥ dadT g3
IIARAF 3gTA &

e She emphasized the need to differentiate people from the problem and called it a daily
fight against societal attitudes.

3oglel gl foh ST I AT T A AT IATH ¢ 3R 38 AHIGS W &
@ors dRe ¥ Fgrl

e Pornography was identified by Ms. Krishnan as the biggest contributor to sex
trafficking.

AT FSUTT o QIATAThY T FH qEHA T G T3T HROT AT

e She called for social messages to condemn pornography and stated that speaking to
just one person a day engaged in pornography could change the world.

3egisl NAFITHY A [T Fa & v gefers w2t &1 3meanT faar 3R &ar & &
feeT difamdy F Horeet v AP & 91 A F AT T Tl B

e She stressed the importance of understanding the nuances of the sex business and
the constrained choices women are forced to make.

3ogiol QA SIQATT T Afeaansit AR Al garr e a0 Afda Reedt w1 grge
% Hged W SR &3

e Ms. Krishnan openly speaks about her experiences to break the stigma surrounding
sexual violence and to empower other survivors.

oA HSUT 379 regeral & aR A ol dRk o Slerchr § arfes dter e & 3o &
Feldh HI dIST ST T 3R 30T ABAT Bl AT TATAT ST Toh|

e Her memoir, | am What | Am, is a personal story of grit and determination after being
sexually assaulted.

3Tl SiIdelT | am What | Am, T SITFd9Td Fglell § ol 89 3R t¢ Twea T &, 579 a8
u‘r;rmsvraﬁr%rrgézﬁl
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Need for revisiting
history of anti-caste
cultural assertion

¢
&

Looking back: Historian Stalin Rajangam with Neelam editor
Vasuki Bhaskar in Chennai on Saturday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

GS Pager I: Society |

CHENNAI

Writer and historian Stalin
Rajangam said though Da-
lit politics and culture
could sail together, politi-
cal compulsions and elec-
toral politics have denied a
space for Dalit culture.

“Even those who can ac-
quire a space for Dalit cul-
ture in politics are not al-
lowed to do so because it
could embarrass the al-
liance partners,” he said
while interacting with Va-
suki Bhaskar, Editor, Nee-
lam, on “Revisiting the his-
tory of anti-caste cultural
assertion” at The Hindu Lit
For Life on Saturday.

Mr. Rajangam said even
though culture was an inte-
gral part of politics, even
those who were involved in
anti-caste crusades had
failed to accommodate Da-
lit culture. Pointing out
that there was negative
projection and humiliation
of Dalits and their culture
which had resulted in
creating an opinion that
“Dalits lack culture or they
suffer from paucity of cul-
ture”, he said on the con-

trary, Dalits had the cultu-
ral capital.

“But the anti-caste cru-
sade in the last decades
had negatively viewed Da-
lit culture or its various as-
pects,” he said and drew
the attention to the colo-
nial records on the space
accorded to Dalits in Ma-
riamman, Ekathamman
and Pidariamman temples
in Chennai.

Stressing the need for
working in the cultural
space, Vasuki Bhaskar
spoke about the advice gi-
ven by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
father to the Constitution
architect to study the Ma-
habharata and Ramayana.

“When Ambedkar ques-
tioned the need for reading
the works full of irrational
beliefs, his father had re-
minded him that though
Valmiki, the author of the
Ramayana, was a tribal, he
had received wider accep-
tance and it could act as an
impetus to Ambekdar’s
thinking,” he said.

He also spoke in favour
of Dalits creating a counter
path while adopting the
policy of “inversion and re-
version” towards others.
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Need for revisiting history of anti-caste
cultural assertion

Sfaare et argpfas sfeaar &
sfaer & T @ ¢@ ST & Taegshdr

o Writer and historian Stalin Rajangam said that although
Dalit politics and culture could go hand in hand, political
compulsions and electoral politics have denied space for
Dalit culture.

o@® 3R sfagrasR T TS o gl foh grelif gfad
FqRAT 3R ot TerEhfa A aferd depla & fow wume
&I HAT Y el

« “Even those who can acquire space for Dalit culture in
politics are not allowed to do so because it could embarrass
the alliance partners,” he said.

gt aF B S ST Ao F afed W & T we
ITCd Y Hehel ©, 3o CAT el T IfATT g1 & el
I SHY Toaus Teafarr & afffeal g dadr &
3ol e

¢ He highlighted that even though culture is an integral part

of politics, those involved in anti-caste crusades failed to
accommodate Dalit culture.

3% g Y@ifehd foram T graiifes deepfa Toeifa &
e o g, snfaare e glRer & anfae oer afoa
TEHA & AT a3 3% 7

¢ Rajangam pointed out that there is negative projection
and humiliation of Dalits and their culture, leading to the

belief that “Dalits lack culture or suffer from a lack of
culture.”

TSHTH o Ig aardm o efdidl 3R 3ol AEhfa hr
TAFRIAF RFor 31 39 fHar o, Saw ag Qe
w1 foh gfat & 9w FEHfa 7t 1 3¢ FERiA T wA
gl

¢ On the contrary, Dalits had cultural capital, but the anti-
caste crusade in recent decades had viewed Dalit culture
and its aspects negatively.

so% Rodia, aferat & o aegtas Gt o, ARk Rod
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cerept A Shifdare e gRRA & efod TEpfd 3R 38% ge3il # AhRIcHS &7 4
¢ar|

e He drew attention to the colonial records on the space given to Dalits in Mariamman,
Ekathamman, and Pidariamman temples in Chennai.

3ol Plefagel RAISH HT 3R A ARG har Fa# Aee1s & ARTF#=T,
THIcHFAA, 3R NeRTFaa #fRI F cfodal & & 715 SeE #1 5 g1

o Vasuki Bhaskar, Editor of Neelam, spoke about Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s father's advice
to Ambedkar to study the Mahabharata and Ramayana.

YA W, AAlord ST HUleeh, o 31, dLAR. HASHT & Rar fr qag & TR & a1 &

foF 37T I ABTHRGT 3 IATIOT FT 3CIIA T AT

o Bhaskar shared how when Ambedkar questioned the need to read works full of
irrational beliefs, his father reminded him that though Valmiki, the author of
Ramayana, was a tribal, he received wider acceptance.

HIER o Farn & S 3rdsat o sfadeot faRarEl & X FHAT @ gga @
3EIFHAT R AT 3T, 3oTch AT of 3¢ TG e & grelife aredifd, i
TARICT & o@sh F, T feardr &, T o 3o samas w&figfar A

e Bhaskar also advocated for Dalits to create a counter path while adopting the policy of
“inversion and reversion” towards others.

HIERT o Tg N el T aferdl 1 wfdarereds ART a1 =nfev, Safe gEil & 9fa
"Foerd 3R gered S Aifa gaeEt @Rl
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Why are fertility
levels declining
in India?

What has a global study shown about
the total fertility rate in India? Why are
the southern States worried?

GS Paper l:
dPopulation

The story so far:

comprehensive demographic analysis of
A global fertility in 204 countries and

territories from 1950-2021 has found that
fertility is declining globally and that future
fertility rates will continue to decline worldwide.
remaining low even under successful
implementations of pro-natal policies.

What has it noted about India?

The Global Burden of Diseases, Injuries, and
Risk Factors Study (GBD) 2021, noted that India
has moved from a fertility rate of 6.18 in the
1950s to a Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 1.9 in
2021. This, it pointed out, was below the
replacement fertility level of 2.1 (which is the
average number of children a woman should
have to replace herself and her generation, for
population stability). The GBD study projected
that the TFR could fall further to 1.04 — barely
one child per woman — by 2100.

The steep fall in fertility levels has triggered
concerns about the political and socio-economic
fallout, especially in the southern States, which
fear the loss of parliamentary seats post the
delimitation exercise in 2026.

Why is fertility falling?
Even though the country has had one of the
oldest birth control/family planning
programmes, increased female literacy,
workforce participation of women, women’s
empowerment and improved aspirations could
have contributed more to the steady drop in
fertility rates over the decades than the faithful
adoption of family
planning initiatives.
The decline in
fertility rate has also 2
lot to do with
changing societal
attitudes towards
marriage and

With an ageing
population, increased
demands on
healthcare, a
migrating youth, the
consequences of
declining fertility are reproduction, with
being acutely felt in - women increasingly
States such as Kerala exercising their

choice. They often
prefer to marry late or not at all, often choosing
career and financial independence over
motherhood. Rising rates of infertility in both
men and women and abortions are important
factors which could be contributing to this
decline in fertility though no absolute data is
available. With an increasing number of young
men and women opting to go abroad for higher
studies and jobs and choosing to settle down
and raise their families there, migration is
another key factor that could be in play when
one considers the decline in fertility levels.
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What are the implications?

Declining fertility rates have resulted in a rapid
demographic transition in many southern
States. The consequences of this — an ageing
population, a declining young workforce and
increased demands on healthcare and social
security measures for the care of an increasing
population of the elderly — are being acutely felt
in States such as Kerala. Migration of youngsters
in search of better prospects is also an issue.

What is happening in the southern States?
There is concern over the irreversible fertility
decline across the country, but more so in the
southern States, where fertility rates had
dropped below the replacement levels much
earlier than the rest of India.

Kerala led the demographic transition in the
South, achieving the replacement level fertility
rate in 1988, with the other four States achieving
this by mid-2000. Along with education and
women’s empowerment and development in the
social and health sectors, which were the
hallmark of Kerala’s high human development
index, the State has also seen low economic
investments and growth. Educated youth are
leaving the State; the proportion of the aged
population is expected to surpass that of
children (23% in 2036). Changed attitudes
towards marriage and motherhood are
beginning to reflect in the health of women,
leading to an increasing proportion of older
mothers and pregnancy-related morbidities.

Kerala’s high labour wages and high quality of
life index are attracting internal migration from
other States to supplant a shrinking workforce.
The State Planning Board reckons that by 2030,
the proportion of migrant labour could be close
to 60 lakh, about one-sixth of the State’s
population.

What is the way forward?
Fertility decline is almost always irreversible and
the graph, once it starts going down, may never
bounce back. Countries like South Korea, which
tried to stem the demographic crisis by pumping
in millions have failed and the fertility rate
plunged from 0.78 in 2022 to 0.73 in 2023.
Demographers suggest that socio-economic
policies that propel the growth of the economy,
improve job prospects for the youth and tap the
potential of a growing population of senior
citizens, can help in reducing the impact of a
long spell of low, sub-replacement level fertility
rates on countries.
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Why are fertility levels declining in India?
HRT # Yo TR FIT 9¢ T@T 87

A global study covering 204 countries from 1950-2021 found that fertility rates are
declining globally and are expected to remain low even under pro-natal policies.

1950-2021 & ERTeT 204 &2t T Tk 3fRge eI JdTaT & & Ioreter ev faed TaX W
ue W § 3R I8 yoaa-gads Afaat & dgad o A7 I el

What has it noted about India?
AR & dR A FIT qdTAT 14T 82

The Global Burden of Diseases (GBD) Study 2021 reported that India’s fertility rate
dropped from 6.18 in the 1950s to a TFR of 1.9 in 2021, which is below the
replacement level of 2.1.

Global Burden of Diseases (GBD) Study 2021 = ST foh IR $r gt &7 1950 &

s H 6.18 Y TCHT 2021 H 198 915, S 2.1 F Q€T TR I & ¢l

The study projects that by 2100, the TFR could fall further to 1.04, nearly one child per
woman.

ETTT H AT & foh 2100 T olelel e 3R TR 1.04 g1 Fevell &, areir gy
AT M TH AT

Southern States fear loss of parliamentary seats after the delimitation exercise in
2026 due to falling fertility.

graol Tt @ 2026 H aRHHAT wfthar & o FEdT el F JFae 7 T 2

Why is fertility falling?
Ysielsl &T &4l UE @Y 82

Factors contributing to the decline include increased female literacy, women’s
empowerment, workforce participation, and changing societal attitudes toward
marriage and reproduction.

golelel &X & fORrge & forw Afgensit Hr ararar, gafFasion, siea & aeiiedl, 3ik
Rare T gsietet & 9fa dgerd o ficair SFaer gl

Many women prefer to marry late or focus on careers, contributing to the decline.

$s AT & ¥ g T 1 FRWW W AT Figd a1 whg Far g, T
fRrae g @ &

Rising infertility rates in men and women and migration for education and jobs are
other factors.

&St 3R Afgen3it # Fed aigraer e 3R ReT 7 HAleRal & fav yareT 30 HrRor
gl
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What are the implications?
SHh gHTT F4T1 272

Declining fertility has caused rapid demographic transition in southern States, leading
to an ageing population, fewer young workers, and higher demands on healthcare.

gl Yolelel X o Siaiol Uedl # aef Saieaha qRads fhar g, foad qopt
AT 9 T &, a1 AR A FEwr g @ § 3R Faweew dant & A9 9 @

States like Kerala face challenges due to a shrinking workforce and migration of
educated youth.

el S T A FEar geat 3R RffT gansdt & varaer dr glfadl w1 aser w7
® &

What is happening in the southern States?

cfaoft Ty & &=ar & W

Kerala achieved replacement-level fertility in 1988, with other southern States
following by the mid-2000s.

T oF 1988 H YTATATIT TAX HI Yaleled &T UTed &, 3R 3T gfarofr T 2000 &

W®AF F ALY T 30 gAT X I |

Kerala's aged population is expected to surpass children by 2036 (23%).
HTeT H oIl I 3MMEIET 2036 dsh Swdl § STel & Seal (23%)|

By 2030, migrant labor could form about one-sixth (60 lakh) of Kerala's population.

2030 deh, TarEY HfHS HTT ST T T 91379 BT FEAT (60 o) & Tha &

What is the way forward?
AT T TEAT FT 872

Fertility decline is often irreversible, and countries like South Korea have failed to
reverse it despite investing heavily in pro-natal policies.

golelel X # fIRTae 3ax 3aRad«g gidr &, 3K aféior Siftar S ger omdy foaer &
SIa9G 38 Jeies H 3Eh E &

Socio-economic policies that boost the economy, job prospects, and senior citizens’
potential can help mitigate the impact of low fertility.

W EfSie-3ne Afaar St srdeaarar F1 WicaRd &Y, AlFd i FHEAT 99,
3R afss A& Y a1Far F71 3TANT FY, T FH Yolold & & YHT T HH HT
Fhd &l
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the brave

Jallikattu attracts thousands of spectators during the Pongal festival each year; despite
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its cultural significance, the event has faced controversy due to safety concerns

[GS Paper I: A&C ]

he Tamil festival of Pongal is celebrated
T with great enthusiasm in districts such

as Madurai, notably hosting the ancient
sport of jallikattu.

The traditional bull-taming event, believed to
date back to the Sangam period, attracts
thousands of spectators from around the world
each year. Avaniapuram, Palamedu, and
Alanganallur are some of the places famed for the
event.

From men waiting in long queues to release
their bulls into the arena, to bull-tamers preparing
to jump in, photographers with sharp eyes
waiting to capture the right moment, and
cheering spectators watching from terraces,
parapets, and galleries, jallikattu undoubtedly is a
vibrant celebration.

The event is promoted as a tourist attraction by
the State government and it holds appeal as a
symbol of Tamil culture. Tourists from the U.S.,
the U.K., Australia, France, Belgium, Austria,
Brazil, and other countries registered and
witnessed this year’s event with much joy and
enthusiasm.

Traditionally a male-dominated sport, jallikattu
has seen increased participation from women and
transgender persons in recent years. Each year,
alongside men who wait for their turn to untie
their bulls in the field, hundreds of women, and
transgender persons too train and wait for their
turn to tackle their bulls. Many women and a few
transgender people who participated in this year’s
jallikattu events were seen celebrating their
victory by kissing or embracing the bulls.

Once looked upon as an event to test the
prowess of the young men in the region, jallikattu
soon evolved into a competitive sport with high
stakes, and, more recently, controversy. Despite
its cultural significance, jallikattu has faced
criticism due to safety concerns. The event has
been associated with numerous injuries and
fatalities among both participants and spectators
over the years. Animal activists have also alleged
that the sport involves cruelty to the bulls.

As the echoes of celebration and spirit settle for
now, it is time to consider ways to preserve this
tradition with more safety for participants and
welfare measures for the animals.

The bull and the brave

de 3R FETeY

Jallikattu attracts thousands of spectators during the Pongal festival each year;
despite its cultural significance, the event has faced controversy due to safety

concerns

N

Intense moments: A participant is thrown over during jallikattu at Palamedu in Madurai on January 15. G. MOORTHY

Teelidhee §C A1 T AIBR & GNIeT goIRI U1 &1 HFa aXar §; 58
EFfaF Aged & qG9[G, 30 AT 1 GeaT Ranit & wror faet &1 awer

HT 9T &

The Tamil festival of Pongal is celebrated with great enthusiasm in districts such as
Madurai, notably hosting the ancient sport of jallikattu.

dffe 9d diere 1 AgY SR el # 9ga 3cHE F WY AT ST @, @A Jg gl
U FAecidee 1 A g g

e The traditional bull-taming event, believed to date back to the Sangam period, attracts
thousands of spectators from around the world each year.

URARS A-GTelel Wel, ST A FTel F ST AT ST &, B AT GlolaT 3 F goIRd

gl Y ST T B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticl AS

e Avaniapuram, Palamedu, and Alanganallur are some of the places famed for the
event.

HINYHA, T, AR TR Fo 0 T § S 39 IR & fov gfdey €

ANsdEEETEEwE e

On the mat: A young man trying to tame a bull during the event held at Koolamedu in Salem district in Tamil Na
January 17. £ LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

Raging spirit: A bull
tamer struggles during
the Avaniapuram
Jallikattu in Madurai
on January 14.

G. MOORTHY

Price of tradition: An
injured bull is
transferred into an
ambulance for
medical treatment
during the jallikattu
event held at
Koolamedu on - y
January 17. ) e

£ LAKSHMI NARAYANAN X sl BN

From men waiting in long queues to release their bulls into the arena, to bull-tamers
preparing to jump in, photographers with sharp eyes waiting to capture the right
moment, and cheering spectators watching from terraces, parapets, and galleries,
jallikattu undoubtedly is a vibrant celebration.

et FaR! F TS TFE F AR A HT I F 3@ F oA F QAT FAIR W § A
T @ AFT N e A A F ¥ AN ot A Wewd @ AFT S W@ T 4
FA FT FA9IR L §, 3 oal, arewfaat 3R faist & s g aF, Fedwee
fATaeE & fiaad 3ug §

|

Festive roar:,
enters the are
during the jalli
event held at
Palamedu in ¥
on January 15
G. MOORTHY
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The event is promoted as a tourist attraction by the State government and it holds appeal
as a symbol of Tamil culture.

T EFR gaRT 6 A H TF Gdedh HHYT & T H Fomar ar Jmam § 3t a8
affrer @l #1 yele g & w7 & 3rHdor T@ar ¥

e Tourists from the U.S., the U.K., Australia, France, Belgium, Austria, Brazil, and
other countries registered and witnessed this year’s event with much joy and
enthusiasm.

AR, freat, sreeiorn, wiw, afeswa, feear, seie 3R 3w et & gdeshr o 59
HIeT & ST # g G AR 3T F A1 delieor fhar AR g

Traditionally a male-dominated sport, jallikattu has seen increased participation from
women and transgender persons in recent years.

WRET T ¥ TF O-TU @, Seeideg A gl & aut # Afgamit i grusist safFaw
#r mafed # gEftr g6

e Each year, alongside men who wait for their turn to untie their bulls in the field,
hundreds of women, and transgender persons too train and wait for their turn to
tackle their bulls.

B AT, 37 IEN & HY S 30 I 1 U A Gield & [T AR X ¢, dast
afgee 3R grwest afFa ot gRIeTor o 8 3R 30e S A1 F F F AT 9T
Y FT SASIR A &

e Many women and a few transgender people who participated in this year’s jallikattu
events were seen celebrating their victory by kissing or embracing the bulls.

$H Alel & STocleheg 3MATSil # $HT ol dlell s AT 3R FT izt cafFaat
T 3TN Sl FT S FAT U Il B AT IT Il I §T @M 1T

Once looked upon as an event to test the prowess of the young men in the region,
jallikattu soon evolved into a competitive sport with high stakes, and, more recently,
controversy.

UEe 38 & F JaAH! T &THAT N WEA F T A J@T AT AT, AfHeT STeadeg steq o
YRt ST F W A RFRT T T A sca ge d Sk e & A 7w
faamel # forr gam R
o Despite its cultural significance, jallikattu has faced criticism due to safety concerns.
$HE HEH{dedh HAged & FTasg, STeclieheg ! GeaT a3 & FRoT et &

HIHAT AT 93T B
e The event has been associated with numerous injuries and fatalities among both
participants and spectators over the years.

3H TSI & st 7 ARNERT 3R eGPt gt o atel i qeg & Sher =
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e Animal activists have also alleged that the sport involves cruelty to the bulls.

TR HBR It o Tg 1 HRT oo g f& a8 Qo Sat & gfar ar 1 gerar

&ar gl

As the echoes of celebration and spirit settle for now, it is time to consider ways to
preserve this tradition with more safety for participants and welfare measures for the

animals.

99 3c0a AR araar Y IS I’ AT g A 7, A9 Ig AT § 7 3w Wuw B smfery

¥ fav afas guan sk SeaRt A s & 3UT F Wy WA T F alF | @FER

I

A confluence of faith and culture

Maha Kumbh

The 45-day gathering of Hindu ascetics, saints, ash-smeared Naga Sadhus, skeleton-donning Aghoris and other pilgrims is expected to have a footfall of 450 million thi
vear, nearly twice the population of Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous State

Ishita Mishra

onday, January 13, marked

the first day of 45-day long

Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj,

listed by UNESCO as the
largest peaceful religious congregation
of pilgrims on earth, where devotees
walk miles to take a dip at ‘Sangam’,
the convergence of the holy rivers
Ganga and Yamuna and the mythical
Saraswati. The fair is visited by Hindu
ascetics, saints, ash-smeared Naga
Sadhus, skeleton-donning Aghoris and
other pilgrims. It is expected to have a
footfall of 450 million this year, nearly
twice the population of Uttar Pradesh,
India’s most populous State.

Kumbh, derived from a Sanskrit
word which means a pitcher, is
rotationally held every three years at
the four riverside cities of Prayagraj,
Haridwar, Ujjain and Nasik. Its
schedule is based on the planetary
alignments, mainly of that of Sun and
Jupiter. The Ardh (half) Kumbh is held
every six years at Haridwar and
Prayagraj while the Purna (complete)
Kumbh takes place in all four cities,
every 12 years. The Maha Kumbh
happens after 12 Purna Kumbhs in
Prayagraj, once in 144 years and is
considered the most auspicious.

The mythological beliefs say that
drops of Amrit (essence of
immortality) were spilled at these sites
from an urn which came out during
the Samudra Mantha (churning of the
ocean) done by the gods and demons.

The central ritual of the fair remains
bathing in icy cold waters of the sacred
rivers where millions immerse
themselves with the belief that the act
will cleanse them of their sins and
liberate them from the cycle of birth
and death and will attain spiritual
liberation.

A gathering of ascetics

Religious texts also link Kumbh Mela's
origins to the 8th-century philosopher,
Adi Shankaracharya, who established
this practice of gatherings of ascetics
from across the country, for discussion
on religion. It was Shankaracharya
who instituted the monastery system
and the 13 Akharas (warrior-saint

¥

sects) — Nirvani, Atal, Niranjani,
Anand, Juna, Awahan and Agni,
Nirmohi, Digambar Ani and Nirvani
Ani, the two Udasin Akharas (Naya and
Bada) and the Nirmala Akhara. The
saints from these sects, who sport
weapons such as tridents, swords, and
lances, are the main attraction at the
Kumbh.

The latest in the line of Akharas is
the Kinnar (transgender) Akhara,

dedicated to safeguard the Hindu
religious sites), which will be sent to
the government with a request for
implementation.

The seers have already placed
wishes such as no entry for Muslims
and non-Hindus at the Kumbh, which
was partially supported by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath who says that
those who don’t believe in Sanatan
Dharma should not visit the event.

b Gandhi had visited the

established in 2015 by transgender
rights activist Laxmi Narayan Tripathi.
The Akhara is still competing for space
between the community of religious
leaders but remains one of the most
visited Akharas in Kumbh.

The Akharas use the fair as an
opportunity to elect their chiefs and
divide powers at its council meeting
called the Dharam Sansad. This year,
the meeting, scheduled on January 27,
may pass a proposal for the formation
of a ‘Sanatan Board’ (a board

Kumbh Mela in 1918. Political parties
today capitalise on this event to win
over Hindus. The fair was also used by
the Vishwa Hindu Parishd to chalk out
the blueprint for the Ram temple
construction in Ayodhya in 1989.

With the BJP being in power at the
Centre and State, this year’s Kumbh is
one of the most well-funded religious
gatherings being held in the country.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dubbed
it as “A Maha Yagya of Unity”, as the

PHOTO: PTI

Centre approved a special grant of
22,100 crore for it. About 27,500 crore
was devoted to ensure proper logistics
to host millions.

A sprawling tent city has been
carved out within the limits of
Prayagraj district, spread across an
approximately 4,000-hectare area and
divided in 25 sectors, 12 ghats for
bathing. A large group of bureaucrats
were deployed at the site to ensure
smooth management of the fair. The
airport was expanded to accommodate
more flights while the Indian Railways
has announced that it will run 13,000
trains to Prayagraj to ensure maximum
devotees arrive at the Kumbh putting
immense pressure on the town which
exceeds its carrying capacity every
time the fair is organised. In the 2019
Kumbbh, this gathering generated
18,000 metric tonnes of solid waste.

Approximately 1,60,000 tent
shelters have been constructed this

time to accommodate 15-20 lakh
Kalpwasis - devotees who spend
around a month in the fair living a
minimalistic life. Although the tents
are free for the Kalpwasis, they do bear
the brunt of rocketing price of
groceries, travel and other needs.

Apart from the cubical-shaped
hiking tents for Kalpwasis, the
government has also set aside luxury
cottages across the Sangam bank to
drive tourism. These cottages cost
350,000 to 21 lakh per night.

With 1,50,000 toilets, deployment
of police offices, hospitals, banks, and
eateries, the State has not left any
stone unturned to make the Maha
Kumbh an event like never before.

The fair has gigantic posters of the
Prime Minister and the Chief Minister,

THE GIST
w

Kumbh, derived from a

Sanskrit word which mean
pitcher, is rotationally held
every three years at the fou
riverside cities of Prayagraj
Haridwar, Ujjain and Nasik

w

The Ardh (half) Kumbh is b
every six years at Haridwar
Prayagraj while the Purna
(complete) Kumbh takes pl
in all four cities, every 12 y¢

v

The Maha Kumbh happens
after 12 Purna Kumbhs in
Prayagraj, once in 144 year

advertising schemes and achie

of the BJP government, including the
LPG schemes, Swachh Bharat, solar
energy, among others.

Business opportunities

The fair presents business
opportunities to both local traders as
well as multinationals who set up
kiosks to expand businesses. From
Domino’s pizza to Cafe Coffee Day,
from RBI to LIC and from medicines to
clothes, agriculture products and
gadgets, the Maha Kumbh has a stall
selling everything. The State has
projected to generate up to 22 lakh
crore from this 45-day long gathering,
which will end on February 26.

With millions gathering at the river
banks, the Kumbh Melas had seen
accidents such as stampedes in the
past, which led to the deaths of
hundreds of pilgrims. With the
humongous footfall at the site,
incidents of missing cases too have
become synonymous with the fair.
Several Bollywood movies have drawn
their plots from the Kumbh where
heroes get separated from families at
the fair and then dramatically reunited
decades later.

After the end of the gathering,
Sangam city will once again turn into a
barren land, which will be used by the
farmers to grow melons and children
to play, leaving the sand banks to wait
for another Kumbh to feel lively again.
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A confluence of faith and culture

YT IR FEPIT &1 Fara
The 45-day gathering of Hindu ascetics, saints, ash-smeared Naga Sadhus,
skeleton-donning Aghoris and other pilgrims is expected to have a footfall of 450

million this year, nearly twice the population of Uttar Pradesh, India’s most
populous State

et & 45 RadT gaAee & 59 a¥ 450 AT aet & 3 f selg &
ARA & T8 HAF A aT o 3o T HT HEE § 90997 SN 2

Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj
YIRS & AT FFH

e Monday, January 13, marked the first day of 45-day long Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj,
listed by UNESCO as the largest peaceful religious congregation of pilgrims on earth.

13 STeTadl, HIHAR T FAPRIST H 45 f&l o Fee arer 7T F#7 F1 Tgell T o1, 57
AR A gt W TG F1 G 937 At enfdid Ao AT g

o Devotees walk miles to take a dip at ‘Sangam’, the convergence of the holy rivers
Ganga and Yamuna and the mythical Saraswati.

HEHTS] “WIH' H Zah! 9Tl o fAv #iell Torehy ugad €, S & ofa aAfeai som sk
IHA FAUT GRITOTR FIEI AT TIH §

e The fair is visited by Hindu ascetics, saints, ash-smeared Naga Sadhus, skeleton-
donning Aghoris and other pilgrims.

Hem g aufeasl, dal, T & e aAmr amyat, g3 gee e 3R 3w ety
SanrT aRr fRam e gl

o ltis expected to have a footfall of 450 million this year, nearly twice the population of
Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous state.

$H HTel SHeT 450 ATt T 3ufEUT o1 367ART &, S 7o a7 woer & Sieaedr @

SIS WA §, ST AR T FA 3fUF SFACAT alell I3 &

e Kumbh, derived from a Sanskrit word which means a pitcher, is rotationally held every
three years at the four riverside cities of Prayagraj, Haridwar, Ujjain and Nasik.

N, ST TF TEPA g & oraer I § a8, ¥ A Tl # IR A fhaRr Rud
A& JARRTS, §REAR, 3oater 3R aflw 7 go-g7 X 3mAfad & srar g

e lIts schedule is based on the planetary alignments, mainly of that of Sun and Jupiter.
S HRIHH TET AIGUIT I IR ¢, ACT &7 § GF 3N geeafa & @x@oi W

e The Ardh (half) Kumbh is held every six years at Haridwar and Prayagraj while the
Purna (complete) Kumbh takes place in all four cities, every 12 years.
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Y (3THT) FFH X OF T A FREER 3N TARRIS & AT @i &, s qut (qoh)
FEGL 12 TTel H IRT e H gielm g

e The Maha Kumbh happens after 12 Purna Kumbhs in Prayagraj, once in 144 years
and is considered the most auspicious.
HET FFH 12 Q0T FF o dlc JINRIST A gl &, 5T 144 AT & Teh aR gl & 3R 39
Y Y3 AT STl

e The mythological beliefs say that drops of Amrit (essence of immortality) were spilled at
these sites from an urn which came out during the Samudra Mantha (churning of the
ocean) done by the gods and demons.

ARIfoTeh faeamat & 3THR, HHA (3T 1 TR) HT 48 3T TUaAl W Teh Holel §
I, St wofg #YeT (ot 3R WaTdl ganT T HYeA) & aRM foshoer T
e The central ritual of the fair remains bathing in icy cold waters of the sacred rivers where

millions immerse themselves with the belief that the act will cleanse them of their sins
and liberate them from the cycle of birth and death and will attain spiritual liberation.

Al & HET 37Ol UfaT Al & qohiel Ul F Tl AT 8, ST61 Gl ST 379
ardl @ HFA IR SeH-HG & g W 3R & ARG F Y T wA g AR
3MfcHsh HiFd e il &

A gathering of ascetics

aufeaat &1 T g

o Religious texts also link Kumbh Mela’s origins to the 8th-century philosopher, Adi
Shankaracharya, who established this practice of gatherings of ascetics from across
the country for discussion on religion.

oA AT A FFH Ao W IR FY Al T F aneifad, e = @ Ssr AT
g, Segil R 2 & Uil & Tha gt T WRT Y& &1 A1, aifeh d ey ) =l
|

¢ It was Shankaracharya who instituted the monastery system and the 13 Akharas
(warrior-saint sects)—Nirvani, Atal, Niranjani, Anand, Juna, Awahan and Agni,
Nirmohi, Digambar Ani and Nirvani Ani, the two Udasin Akharas (Naya and Bada)
and the Nirmala Akhara.

AR & & Degial A Jomell 3R 13 Ir@Te) (Feur-ad dvern)—faioft, sred,
3@rs (F@ar 3R 31) 3R Aeer s Hr e fro ot

e The saints from these sects, who sport weapons such as tridents, swords, and lances,
are the main attraction at the Kumbh.

goT TYEHAl & T, St Prefer, deER, 3R el S gfAaRT & 9Ror a3 €, e A
HET YT 81§

e The latest in the line of Akharas is the Kinnar (transgender) Akhara, established in
2015 by transgender rights activist Laxmi Narayan Tripathi.
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@IS T H@ell H AfATH et (STHeIsT) 3@ &, fAHehT T A9 2015 H T ASisT
ISR FRIGAT T&H AREIOT AAdr & i o)

The Akhara is still competing for space between the community of religious leaders but
remains one of the most visited Akhara in Kumbh.

3r@rer el o enfdieh A3 & WA A S & fov gfawadl #X @, o T8
A TaU 3TF GRT FhT 10 Ir@TE A § UF S g3 B

The Akharas use the fair as an opportunity to elect their chiefs and divide powers at its
council meeting called the Dharam Sansad.

3GTS 38 Al &7 3UANT AU THGT HT oAl el 3R IHA 4 TG 1D IR
dooh # ATFAAT FT [THTSTT I & 3TH & T H B o

This year, the meeting, scheduled on January 27, may pass a proposal for the formation
of a ‘Sanatan Board’ (a board dedicated to safeguard the Hindu religious sites), which
will be sent to the government with a request for implementation.

S8 ATl doeh, S 27 STaadt &1 AR 8, v ‘Faraer 9 (iq anfdie et $r geen
F foT gafT dI8) F IS5 FT Y&AT IIRT K Tohdl &, T FRIeaad & fov
TR B JSAT AT

Religious and Political Dynamics at Kumbh

FF7 # ifdte 3R veefas afe

The seers have already placed wishes such as no entry for Muslims and non-Hindus
at the Kumbh, which was partially supported by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath who
says that those who don’t believe in Sanatan Dharma should not visit the event.

AL-HAl o Tgel &1 HE & FaerArl IR R-Rgat & yaer W gy oemer H geor
STaT$ &, O AEmHEA aelh anferary 3 3R w9 &GS Rmr ¥ o e €
ST AT FeATdsT G & f32arT A8 d, 36 39 IS & gl 3T arfgv|
Mahatma Gandhi had visited the Kumbh Mela in 1918.

HETCHT aTefl o7 1918 7 H#37 Hell T GRT Foham |

Political parties today capitalize on this event to win over Hindus.

USTNideh &of 3TeT 56 ST &1 3uter f{gat & 3ol 3 3mef¥a e & fav
L gl

The fair was also used by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad to chalk out the blueprint for the
Ram temple construction in Ayodhya in 1989.

S8 Aol &1 3udter fea g aftwe ¥ 1989 # sratean v AfRT faaAfor &7 @ IR

A & fow foar am

With the BJP being in power at the Centre and State, this year's Kumbh is one of the
most well-funded religious gatherings being held in the country.

Fg IR T ANSN S G A Gl & FROT 3 Wil H FFA U A AT gA
arelr FaH FaIfard 3 8767 enfdie Ha Bl
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e Prime Minister Narendra Modi dubbed it as “A Maha Yagya of Unity”, as the Centre
approved a special grant of 2,100 crore for it.

TUTAHAT g A 3 ST “TehdT T AT A" R &1, FifF Fg TR o 5T v
32,100 FU3 T AT 3fejereT HoY foha|
e About ¥7,500 crore was devoted to ensure proper logistics to host millions.

Al ST T ASEET & T 3R dAfSAieFd AR et & T T 7,500
U3 T U U]

e A sprawling tent city has been carved out within the limits of Prayagraj district, spread
across an approximately 4,000-hectare area and divided into 25 sectors, with 12 ghats
for bathing.

AR forer 1 WAT & ek Teh [T A S9N ST 91T B, ST ST 4,000
FFIT 81T 3 thell §3M & AR W 25 et A faenfara foham a2 &, it 12 wne &=reT
& fou g

. éf I;rgia?rroup of bureaucrats were deployed at the site to ensure smooth management

A & GUTE Yt & AT H & T IS T Teh F37 Gog FAARY =i
foram arar

e The airport was expanded to accommodate more flights while the Indian Railways has
announced that it will run 13,000 trains to Prayagraj to ensure maximum devotees arrive
at the Kumbh.

gaTs 3733 T faTar forar arar § arfes 31T R 37 oo, Sefe sRdT Yea =
EYuT 1 g T ag 13,000 & SARRTST ol difer 3ifereh & 31fteh sicne] w87 oo
TgT b

e This puts immense pressure on the town, which exceeds its carrying capacity every time
the fair is organised.

Y MET W A 919 USdr g, Tt 9 off Ao AT 8ar §, 28T 39T el

&TACT & S GgT SfIT g
e Inthe 2019 Kumbh, this gathering generated 18,000 metric tonnes of solid waste.
2019 $FH H 3T IS ¥ 18,000 Hifgsh T S FeRT 3ot g3 2|

o Approximately 1,60,000 tent shelters have been constructed this time to accommodate
15-20 lakh Kalpwasis — devotees who spend around a month in the fair living a
minimalistic life.

S8 SR ST 1,60,000 9, HTEH §=1T 1T § olifeh 15-20 AT Feqardl — et it
Al H oSN Ueh HEIAT T4l F #eTad Slidel Sl &, 306 FATAISIT fhar S & |

e Although the tents are free for the Kalpwasis, they do bear the brunt of rocketing price
of groceries, travel, and other needs.

glelifeh Feqardl & foIv dq AFT &, dfehet 37 fohaet, AT 3R 31T 3MaRThAT 6
TGl AT FT AHAT FAT IST B

e Apart from the cubical-shaped hiking tents for Kalpwasis, the government has also set
aside luxury cottages across the Sangam bank to drive tourism.
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Feqard & fU TR AR & FTfHeT dg & 3felal, WEHR o WA fFaar o e
&I FeTaT &of & ToIT Aol Hiest 81 3mafea fFu g

e These cottages cost 50,000 to ¥1 lakh per night.
SoT PIeol I AT 250,000 ¥ T1 oM@ Ui T &

e With 1,50,000 toilets, deployment of police officers, hospitals, banks, and eateries, the
State has not left any stone unturned to make the Maha Kumbh an event like never
before.

1,50,000 eftarrerar, gferer srfrsriRal, sreddrell, S 3R @e-dia T gehret 1 darc &
Y T o AGTHFH T Igol H3N o W 31T IASlT & & H Fho! &ellel & T
P FIAT Aal DT B

e The fair has gigantic posters of the Prime Minister and the Chief Minister, advertising
schemes and achievements of the BJP government, including the LPG schemes,
Swachh Bharat, solar energy, among others.

Al & guTars= 3R FEges & rer 9t g, St fIFd IHR A At AR
anfAer gl

Business Opportunities at Kumbh
TF A SR F HTW

e The fair presents business opportunities to both local traders as well as multinationals
who set up kiosks to expand businesses.

WFWW%WWM%chNN & HTET FEA el
g, Sl 39l cgaaral & fATdR e & fow e Tifia & 2

e From Domino’s pizza to Cafe Coffee Day, from RBI to LIC and from medicines to
clothes, agriculture products and gadgets, the Maha Kumbh has a stall selling
everything.

AT Rom A A FF FIHr 2, IRAME T oot Ta3msH), 3K casat @ da
F93, N 3eue 3R Aoew, FEEFH A |/ AT F F Wi

e The State has projected to generate up to ¥2 lakh crore from this 45-day long
gathering, which will end on February 26.

T o 38 45 et o ISt @ 32 g U3 o T AoEd 3ceal il i IHeJHTE
ST §, ST 26 BIEL I FATCT Bl |

o With millions gathering at the river banks, the Kumbh Melas had seen accidents such as
stampedes in the past, which led to the deaths of hundreds of pilgrims.

G o Y & fRAR TR B §, Tt A F 3T F g3adt ol geard Sd
%mmwﬁﬁme‘él

e With the humongous footfall at the site, incidents of missing cases too have become
synonymous with the fair.

T W AN 5 F FROT, A @ H geaA? s Ad F @Y S g5 &
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Several Bollywood movies have drawn their plots from the Kumbh, where heroes get
separated from families at the fair and then dramatically reunited decades later.

g dieiigs e A @ 37U HUW oIl §, 56l A A & 39el IRaART F 3refaT
g I § 3R Y gereht a1 AlehT ®9 ¥ A I
After the end of the gathering, Sangam city will once again turn into barren land, which

will be used by the farmers to grow melons and children to play, leaving the sand banks
to wait for another Kumbh to feel lively again.

HAST & FATCA gl & §1G, HIH IR Y @ SR o # Jgo oear, o g fehare
AT 39T & AT 3R T2 Weled & fIT SEIATST el Sielieh dTef & fehel¥ 37aTel
HEH I ST |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1.

Israel-Gaza Ceasefire to Begin Today: Officials / gollIsd-
M e 3 @ 4% @ & o sfwd

. Mankind needs a mix of capitalism and socialism, says

Jenny Erpenbeck / ATAaaT M Yeitarg AR FATSEG &I
fAsror aifiRe, wgdt § S Wadas

‘Cancer of terrorism is consuming body politic of

Pakistan’ / ‘3TdehdIg T A GIfHEdeT HT Tslafasd NN

P @I ET ¢
India, EU expected to make ‘meaningful’ progress on

FTA talks in 2025: diplomats / #Re, U9 W& F 2025
A FTA ardiat @ ‘Ageaqol yarfa & 37

In a first, doctors use tele-robotic system to do two
heart surgeries, over a distance of 286 km / 9gell 9,

siFedl o 286 fFadler Y gt T & T Wl F &
for Teh-Ueifesd RAeed &1 39ahr Far
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6. Congress will remove quota cap if elected to power,

saysRahuI/TrgaﬂhﬁﬁﬁT,mWﬁme
AT gerwaiy

7. New caste census / S SIfd STT0TAT

8. Before ceasefire takes effect in GaBefore ceasefire takes
effect in Gaza, Yemen’s Houthis fire missiles at Israel /

e # FuY AR & e @ A dee, 7A & gt @
SR W fAwEe grft

9. Return of the Begum / S9Td &Y arqst
ISI'ael-Gaza Ceaseﬁl‘e [O Israel-Gaza Ceasefire to

begin today: officials

GS Paper ll: West
sia

JERUSALEM

The ceasefire between Ha-
mas and Israel will go into
effect on Sunday at 8.30
a.m. local time, mediator
Qatar announced on Satur-
day, as families of hostages
held in Gaza braced for
news of loved ones, Pales-
tinians prepared to receive
freed detainees, and hu-
manitarian groups rushed
to set up a surge of aid.
But Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
later warned that a cease-
fire would not go forward
unless Israel received the
names of hostages to be re-
leased, as had been

agreed.

His statement came al-
most three hours after Is-
rael had expected to re-
ceive the names, which
Hamas was to give to Qa-
tar. There was no imme-
diate response from Ha-
mas or Qatar.

The overnight approval
of the ceasefire agreement
by Israel’s Cabinet, in a
rare meeting during the
Jewish Sabbath, set off a
flurry of activity and a
fresh wave of emotions as
relatives wondered wheth-
er hostages would be re-
turned alive or dead.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 14 & 16

Begin Today: Officials
¥ Y g F faw s

The ceasefire between Hamas
and Israel will go into effect on
Sunday at 8.30 a.m. local time,
as announced by Qatar on
Saturday.

gl I sovse & @
HedfaT# MAaR 1 gae 8:30
T TUERT AT 9T AT g,
ST 5w o afdar F oo
S A

. Families of hostages held in Gaza
are bracing for news of their loved ones.

IMST H e g4l & gRaR 39 Das=r
Fr @I FT 509 HX @& ol
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e Palestinians are preparing to receive freed detainees.
Refaredisht fgeora fohv v Sfelt 1 FawTd w1 Il W W@ 2
e Humanitarian groups are rushing to set up a surge of aid.
HAAIT HISAT o HEIIAT HI 93T Ydlg T Hiad & AT STedr 1 gl

o Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu later warned that the ceasefire would not
proceed unless Israel received the names of hostages to be released, as agreed.

FoIS & JUAHA AT Adeag A o A A= & o FudfRrA d9 o
g SId doh SIS I dg ATH o1gl THold it ReT fhU S arer sEreht & &, ohar
ggAfa §'§ Y|

o His statement came almost three hours after Israel had expected to receive the names,
which Hamas was to give to Qatar.

3oThl §TeT TN ciled B¢ §1G 37T S SoRIsdl &l 35Alg A T ag = ured
A, ST §HRT ¥ FaAT Al Sl |

e There was no immediate response from Hamas or Qatar.
A AT FARX Y FIS dehlel TTAHAT 8T TS|

e The overnight approval of the ceasefire agreement by Israel’s Cabinet, in a rare
meeting during the Jewish Sabbath, set off a flurry of activity and emotions.

gorsel 1 Hf¥AT CarT FUSRIA TS FI IgEr HaTd F SR Tk goleT Joh 7
AR ¥ e e afafafedt sk smaest fr day # 1 SRoT
e Relatives wondered whether hostages would be returned alive or dead.

RedeR 75 @ W@ & fr duw Sfad @ e o
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Mankind needs a mix of capitalism
and socialism, says Jenny Erpenbeck

GS Paper ll:
Preamble

East Berlin-born writer Jen-
ny Erpenbeck waited 30
years to write about the fall
of the Berlin Wall, and the
changes that it brought to a
region — German Demo-
cratic Republic or East Ger-
many — which ceased to
exist as a country.

In a conversation with
historian Ira Mukhoty, Ms.
Erpenbeck and Michael
Hofmann — who translated
her International Booker
Prize-winning novel Kai-
ros into English — unra-
velled the reasons why it
took so long to tell a story
close to her heart.

During the session titled
“Love in the time of uncer-
tainty” at The Hindu Lit for
Life, Ms. Erpenbeck said
the issue was too close for
comfort and that writing a
novel about the transition
that was taking place in her
country needed some dis-
tance. “I was busy taking
part in everything... facing
new things and new rules;
I was busy making a liv-
ing,” she contended, point-
ing out that adjusting to the
new system, which came
as a surprise and a shock,
took time.

She sets the story of Kai-

Jenny Erpenbeck, left, and MlchaelHofmann centre in
conversation with Ira Mukhoty. R. RAGU

ros a few years before the
fall of the Berlin Wall,
around a destructive love
story between a 19-year-
old Katerina and 50-so-
mething-old Hans.

Ms. Erpenbeck said that
in a way, the division of
Germany gave the struc-
ture to the book — two
parts mirroring each other,
the good and the bad, of a
love story, and a wall divid-
ing Berlin.

Mr. Hofmann, whose
parents left East Germany
in the 1950s, said he found
the details outlined by Ms.
Erpenbeck “endlessly fas-
cinating”.

The translation, he said,
also gave him an opportun-
ity to bring to English read-

ers an experience of post-
war Germany which they
are not aware of, where
“everything seems to be in
a flux”.

Asked why after reunifi-
cation post 1989, there
seemed to be a hurry to
erase East German memo-
ries, Ms. Erpenbeck said
the process to make a “un
ited memory” after 40
years of a split history bet-
ween East and West Ger-
many is an ongoing
process.

Ms. Erpenbeck said she
wanted to narrate the story
of East Germany in all its
complexity, including its
Fascist past, and tell read-
ers a bit more about the
country than what Florian

Henckel von Donners-
marck’s 2006 film The
Lives of Others conveyed.

Different perspectives
Different parts of the world
have different experiences
with Communism, said Ms.
Mukhoty, asking how then
should the fall of the Berlin
Wall be viewed. Ms. Erpen-
beck said there are still
some discussions going on
about the advantages of a
society based on political
freedom and a society
based on social achieve-
ments and justice.

“I think what we should
keep thinking about is if
freedom needs to be con-
nected with Capitalism.
Freedom is a very impor-
tant achievement — free-
dom of speech, and not be-
ing put into prison for your
thoughts — but if it is con-
nected to a state which has
a steep gap between the
poor and rich, the best
freedom does not reach
the people. If the poor has
to think about how to
make a living, they cannot
make any use of the free-
dom of speech. I think a
mixture of both systems,
their advantages, is what
we need for mankind,” she
pointed out.
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Mankind needs a mix of capitalism and socialism, says
Jenny Erpenbeck

AT A YSNarg 30 wHTSrag w1 AT TR, FEdt § S
WYaH

East Berlin-born writer Jenny Erpenbeck waited 30 years to write
about the fall of the Berlin Wall and the changes that it brought to the
region, German Democratic Republic or East Germany.

$tc gfeleT A T e I WITaF & I IR & e 3k 3@
AT A NT dcamEal & TR A @ & 30 G &1 7T o, s s
sAwfew Rufeas ar qdf sefeh am

e Ira Mukhoty, historian, interviewed Ms. Erpenbeck and Michael Hofmann, who
translated her International Booker Prize-winning novel "Kairos" into English.

sfagrar U @k & s wWaas 3R AEFa vdT ¥ TR R, SRl
3T HRTET T [EFR Sl alell 3T "FIAG" FT 334l # 3reparg B

e Ms. Erpenbeck said the issue was too close for comfort and required some distance to
write about the transition in her country.

7S Wiea® o Fg1 % IF Aeer aga A9 o1 IR N A A IRada F IR A
foEa & v & gt A1 sraegswar o

e The story of "Kairos" is set a few years before the fall of the Berlin Wall, revolving
around a destructive love story between 19-year-old Katerina and 50-something
Hans.

"IN T Fere! afdT far F A § $o qa g qT §, A 19 qfT Fedar
3 50 F FT giw F T v faamerEdt §7 FEeh woamaia g

e Ms. Erpenbeck states that the division of Germany gave the structure to the book, with
two parts reflecting the good and bad of a love story and the Berlin Wall dividing the
city.

BAST WAASF T FgaT § F FTAA FT RS Fhde B G=4T a1 @, FEH Q@

HE F 9F FEEh f o AR S Ak afde dar as B fenfoa w2
¢ Michael Hofmann, whose parents left East Germany in the 1950s, found Ms.
Erpenbeck’s details "endlessly fascinating."

AR BB, foed ATr-Rar 1950 F e & qdf st slga 9« v 4, F
s wises & Rawon # " ad EvE 9|

e The translation provided English readers with an experience of postwar Germany, a
period when "everything seems to be in flux."
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Iegare & AN greHl F JEUR FHA FT AT YeT FAT, 59 qE FS
qRadeefer srar am”

o After 1989 reunification, Ms. Erpenbeck commented on the rush to erase East German
memories and the ongoing process of creating a united memory between East and
West Germany.

1989 # TAFIUT & a1, RIS WITAF o qdf sl fir et Fr Few fr s s
7@ 3R aRTw st & AT o agFd wyfa qae A g9 @ gfear w Reeaoh #

e She wanted to narrate the story of East Germany's complexity, including its Fascist
past and more than what was portrayed in Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck’s 2006
film "The Lives of Others."

ag qdl sreielt & Ffeerar & Tl Faren awedt of, S swd wreaE s @
st enforer B o @ 3 S To oft FaRwe §Far afa sdaAT @ 2006 Fr fhewr
"g ATSH ITE e H REmm war 33w R

o Discussing different experiences of Communism around the world, Ms. Erpenbeck said

there are ongoing discussions about the advantages of a society based on political
freedom versus a society based on social achievements and justice.

gferar s # waASEE & Rffie el W T Fd g, RS Wiees A Fe 5
TerAfa® Faaaar 9 3TaIRd FATST a6 gTord 3qafeud) 3 = 93 3menia
AT F $EEl 9T T49T FH 2

e Ms. Erpenbeck emphasized that freedom should not be connected with Capitalism, as
freedom of speech does not reach the people if there is a steep gap between the rich
and poor.

s wieew & 37 Tarn @ FadEar # (Eiag @ @ e S T, w4t
7 AR 3R TG F T oF TE0 @ @, @ A i FacAar Al aw A€ agd
qrelt|

e She suggests a mix of both systems to ensure that freedom, social achievements, and
justice benefit mankind.

g% 9% g9 odt & F at wyonfaat w1 o R ste e sadEan, aries
3Yaieudl 3R FAT AAGAT F AT G T
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‘Cancer of terrorism
is consuming body
politic of Pakistan’

GS Paperll:
India-Politics

MUMBAI

Pakistan’s support of cross-
border terrorism is like a
cancer, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar said on
Saturday.

“Pakistan remains the
exception in our neigh-
bourhood in view of its
support for cross-border
terrorism, and that cancer
is now consuming its own
body politic. Obviously, the
entire sub-continent has a
shared interest in Pakistan
abjuring that approach.”
Mr. Jaishakar said, while
delivering the 19th Nani A.
Palkhivala Memorial
Lecture.

India also needs to pre-
pare itself for China’s grow-
ing capabilities, the Minis-
ter said. “Right now, the
relationship is trying to dis-
entangle itself from the
complications arising from
the post-2020 border situa-
tion. Even as that is being
addressed, more thought
needs to be given to the
longer-term evolution of
ties,” he said.

Nations on the rise

India faces a particular
challenge in establishing
an equilibrium with China,
Mr. Jaishankar said. “As im-
mediate neighbours and
the only two societies with
over a billion people, their

Address

S. Jaishankar

dynamic could never have
been easy. But it has been
further sharpened by a
boundary dispute, by
some baggage of history
and by differing socio-pol-
itical systems. Misreadings
by past policymakers,
whether driven by ideal-
ism or absence of realpoli-
tik, has helped neither
cooperation nor competi-
tion with China. That has
clearly changed in the last
decade,” he said.

Highlighting India’s
friendly relationship with
Sri Lanka, he said, “India’s
challenge has been to re-
build the neighbourhood
in the aftermath of the Par-
tition. It is now doing so
through a generous and
non-reciprocal approach,
funding and supporting
energy, rail and road con-
nectivity, expanding trade
and investment and inten-
sifying exchanges and con-
tacts.”

‘Cancer of terrorism is
consuming body politic of
Pakistan’

‘ATAHAIE HT HaT TIfredeT
Tstefa® R &' @7 Ww/T &

ePakistan’s support of cross-border terrorism is like
a cancer, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
said on Saturday.

qifehedlsl I AT IR 3Tdhdlg Hl THATA Th
FR A e &, ey #N vy, FIIat a3 afFaR i

el

«“Pakistan remains the exception in our
neighbourhood in view of its support for cross-border
terrorism, and that cancer is now consuming its own
body politic. Obviously, the entire sub-continent has
a shared interest in Pakistan abjuring that
approach.”
“mmmﬁwmmgm%
Fgifeh gg HHAT IR 3Tcdehale, HI AT FT ¢,
3R g FI 3T 3TF YA Tl NI B @I
T & TS § F, QW 3UAEEAT F AT /A &

o arfereareT g TehIoT & g9« & faar 1

«Mr. Jaishankar said, while delivering the 19th Nani
A. Palkhivala Memorial Lecture.

SRR St o 1941 A&l v grerf@arer fa

SATEAT &I §U IE e
eIndia also needs to prepare itself for China’s
growing capabilities, the Minister said.

7 A gl 5 7RG &7 T Y dodt aTAHT &
fore off @e & IR T gl

«“Right now, the relationship is trying to disentangle
itself from the complications arising from the post-
2020 border situation. Even as that is being
addressed, more thought needs to be given to the
longer-term evolution of ties,” he said.

“319 €, HeY e HI 2020 F «1g v War Pufa @
3ol TSI & 37197 hlal ahT HITALT HT T@T
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g1 Safh =9 g faar 1 @ &, Sudifas @aul & g W i 3ifas JEr
FeT T AT §,” 3eglel el

Nations on the rise

fawfaa & @ g

India faces a particular challenge in establishing an equilibrium with China, Mr.
Jaishankar said.

SRR Si o gl fob HR ol diet & AT Tlolel T el H TN AT

JTHAT AT 95 T&T ¢l

“As immediate neighbours and the only two societies with over a billion people, their
dynamic could never have been easy. But it has been further sharpened by a boundary
dispute, by some baggage of history and by differing socio-political systems.
Misreadings by past policymakers, whether driven by idealism or absence of realpolitik,
has helped neither cooperation nor competition with China. That has clearly changed in
the last decade,” he said.

“fAhcdd TSI & ®T H 3R Th 3R & 31T AN aTell of AT & & H, 3elhl
arerre et #ff AT S QY e ATl Afe g e faare, o MfaefeeE e
IR e arafos-teEifas gonforat & sRor 3R 31 g & T 1 Roe Sifa
frefienl garr $r a5 arafadr, g I neetare & 9RdT & a1 aredfas Teenfa @
FH & HRUT, T dF AT & TrT g & #Aeg i 3R 7 & gfarwe’ #| T8 Tose ®Y
a oo T g & ded AT §,” 3egiel Fell

Highlighting India’s friendly relationship with Sri Lanka, he said, “India’s challenge has
been to rebuild the neighbourhood in the aftermath of the Partition. It is now doing so
through a generous and non-reciprocal approach, funding and supporting energy, rail
and road connectivity, expanding trade and investment and intensifying exchanges and
contacts.”

ASH F T AR & FAOT T FY @iMHd A §U 3glA hel, “HRA H oAl
RTSeT & a1 9319 FI TR & I W &1 39 Ig VT T 3R 3R ThaRwr
FfeHIUT & ATETH T I I@T g, St FalT, Joid iR T5a dush & fag AT 3k
AT HT T@T &, AUR 3R [T & ga71 @T § 3R 3ea-veeT 31K gyt & vore
Il
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India, EU expected to make
‘meaningful’ progress on
FTA talks in 2025: diplomats

|GS Paper II: India-EU |
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

“Meaningful progress” on
the India-European Union
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) is expected in 2025,
said senior European di-
plomats in New Delhi, as
Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyush
Goyal began his three-day
visit to Brussels on Satur-
day. An EU-India strategic
road map is also taking
shape, as part of which the
EU-India summit will take
place at the end of the
year, the diplomats added.

Mr. Goyal will have a
high-level dialogue with
Maros Seféovié, Commis-
sioner of the European
Commission for Trade and
Economic Security in
Brussels.

“We are hoping to have
the EU-India summit this
year. This is an important
meeting that should bring

Piyush Goyal

the two regions, the EU
and India, together. And
Poland is hoping to facili-
tate and support the EU de-
legation and the EU com-
mission in their efforts to
bridge the gap and bring
the two partners together,”
said Sebastian Domzalski,
Chargé d’Affaires of Polish
Embassy in India. “We also
hope to see some progress
on the EU-India Free Trade
Agreement negotiations.
This is a hot topic, someth-
ing that we have been dis-

cussing for a long time... So
not only the summit, but
also meaningful progress
on the FTA negotiations [is
likely], an effort Poland is
committed to supporting
during our Presidency.”

Poland, which has been
a part of the EU for 21
years, took over the organ-
isation’s Presidency on Ja-
nuary 1.

Hervé Delphin, Ambas-
sador of the EU delegation
in India, said in an environ-
ment fraught with chal-
lenges, what stands out is
that the Union and India
are natural partners and
stabilising powers in this
threat environment. “So
indeed, it would be a very
rich year. Probably 2025
will be the EU-India year. It
has been marked as a
priority by the EU. A new
strategic agenda with India
is being prepared. It will
culminate with the EU-In-
dia summit,” he observed.

®iF=®

— AL XA

India, EU expected to
make ‘meaningful’
progress on FTA
talks in 2025:
diplomats

R, IS FE Y
2025 & FTA aramsit uw
‘Agcaqor’ wIrfd I
3FAg

“Meaningful progress”
on the India-European
Union Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) is
expected in 2025, said
senior European
diplomats in New Delhi,
as Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal began his
three-day visit to
Brussels on Saturday.

T §9 AFT AR FASIR (FTA) W 2025 # g &1 351G §, 71§
el & aftss dg Io=aRs F Fa1, 99 FHF Tt 3w 3E@r
#A Gy e & AfAaR F vl e REdT amEr fr qeaa s@ew

g &l

e An EU-India strategic road map is also taking shape, as part of which the EU-India
summit will take place at the end of the year, the diplomats added.

EU-9RT Usifas 88T 3 3R o @1 §, T98s dgd EU-9RdT et gFiaaay &
39 H IMANTAT R, TSAATAHRT oF AT
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« Mr. Goyal will have a high-level dialogue with Maro$ Seféovié, Commissioner of the
European Commission for Trade and Economic Security in Brussels.

Y TN T T H +JUAT M7 & AR A 31T G 3Mgery ARNT
AFFHIfAF & T 3TT-FT Harg gl

o “We are hoping to have the EU-India summit this year. This is an important
meeting that should bring the two regions, the EU and India, together. And Poland
is hoping to facilitate and support the EU delegation and the EU commission in

their efforts to bridge the gap and bring the two partners together,” said Sebastian
Domzalski, Chargé d’Affaires of Polish Embassy in India.

“gH 39 a¥ EU-Ra rax aedteer Y 370l #T @ 81 I8 TF Hgcaqur do& ¢ S
ar &, EU 3R o1, #t oF |1y el afgel sk diels Eu wfafafsse i Eu

HANT F YA # #Aeg FA AR T HTNERY F vHhee F F AT gode & A
37 #T T 8,7 AR A DA gEEe F G § IS daeTT SeTerdht A Fal

e “We also hope to see some progress on the EU-India Free Trade Agreement
negotiations. This is a hot topic, something that we have been discussing for a long
time... So not only the summit, but also meaningful progress on the FTA negotiations
[is likely], an effort Poland is committed to supporting during our Presidency.”

‘gH EU-8IRT {Fd SR FAFNS a3t 7 Fo i 1 o 37fiq o &1 95 o
T AT g, 59 g7 o TAT F T97 X I} §... df o Hdd RIE TFH, dfeh FTA
arant # Ageaqer Wt [Fr FHIEEAT g, Toh ST § T diols 319ed sreaatar & aire
TS &t & fov ufdsey &1

¢ Poland, which has been a part of the EU for 21 years, took over the organisation’s
Presidency on January 1.

qrels, ST 21 st & EU &7 REAT &, 7 1 SToTadl T o ahl FETeTdT THTIT |

e Hervé Delphin, Ambassador of the EU delegation in India, said in an environment
fraught with challenges, what stands out is that the Union and India are natural
partners and stabilising powers in this threat environment.

Hervé Delphin, iRa # EU wfafaf@ssa & Terqq, o @er fob golfadl & s ardrexor
H S 91 Te8 Agcaqol § a8 I8 & [ ¥a 3R 9Ra Fannfas dEier 3 30 o

& IdATaRoT H ERAT ol arell eferadl gl

e “Soindeed, it would be a very rich year. Probably 2025 will be the EU-India year. It has
been marked as a priority by the EU. A new strategic agenda with India is being
prepared. It will culminate with the EU-India summit,” he observed.

“svﬁrcrar{-—daﬁ,agtraﬁagaaaaya&rg’ram MG 2025 EU-8TRA a¥ gIeTT| 39 EU
EaRT Ueh WAfAsar & & A Rfgad fFar a1 & sRa & Ty v 37 wEfas
TAST IR fRaT T T@T 81 I8 EU-9RT ey GFf8dd & Ty AT g1em,” 3ogiad
aeileed ThaT|
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In a first, doctors use tele-robotic system to do
two heart surgerles over a distance of 286 km

GS Paper lI: Health
ESector

acob Kosh
NEW DELHI

Combining cutting-edge
technology with medical
innovation, doctors used
India’s first indigenous sur-
gical tele-robotic system to
successfully conduct two
complex heart surgeries
over a distance of 286 kilo-
metres - the longest, phys-
ical separation so far
achieved in India between
a patient and the operating
surgeon.

The surgical-robotic sys-
tem, SSI Mantra, deve-
loped by the medical tech-
nology company, SSI Ltd,
is the first-of-its-kind sys-
tem in India. It conducted
two surgeries on January 9
and 10 on two men, aged
59 and 56, with a team sta-
tioned at the SSI's robotics
control in Gurugram and

Dr. Lalitaditya Malik and his team after the two successful heart
surgeries. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

another at the Manipal
Hospital in Jaipur.

The first procedure was
an internal mammary ar-
tery harvesting, which in-
volves removing the artery
for a coronary artery by-
pass grafting. The second
was a total endoscopic co-
ronary artery bypass,
which is considered a com-
plex cardiac surgery as the

surgeon has to work on the
artery while the heart is
still beating.

Speaking to The Hindu
about the surgeries, Dr.
Lalitaditya Malik, cardioth-
oracic vascular surgery
consultant at the Manipal
Hospital in Jaipur, said his
team of 10 medical staff
and five from an Informa-
tion Technology support

team did mock drills for
these operations for nearly
a week every day before
the actual procedures.

Better precision
“Latency time, ensuring
good connectivity, antici-
pating and being prepared
for medical and technical
problems are the challeng-
es associated with the pro-
cedure. The advantages in-
clude reduced time of
operation, better preci-
sion, minimal operation
trauma to the body in
terms of incision, blood
loss, recovery time and
chances of infection,” he
said.

The surgeries were suc-
cessful because the under-
lying technology enabled a
latency of 35-40 millise-
conds (one-20th of a se-
cond), meaning that ac-
tions executed in

Gurugram were almost in-
stantaneously transmitted
to the robotic surgical in-
struments in Jaipur. The
patients have been
discharged.

The surgeon involved,
Sudhir Srivastava, founder
of SS Innovations, and who
specialises in robotic car-
diac surgery, told The Hin-
du that MantraSync was a
proprietary tele-surgical
network module specifical-
ly designed to work seam-
lessly with the SSI Mantra
surgical-robot system.

“The technology has
been approved by the Cen-
tral Drugs Standard Con-
trol Organisation in India
under Class B and Class C
surgical devices. These ap-
provals affirm the safety,
efficacy, and regulatory
compliance of the system
for use in hospitals across
India,” said Dr. Srivastava.

In a first, doctors use tele-robotic system to do two heart
surgeries, over a distance of 286 km

Ugel aR, Sidedl A 286 fralHey # gt W ¥ &T For A
& fov el-Qaifed RATes &1 39ahr Far

Doctors used India’s first indigenous surgical tele-robotic system to
successfully conduct two complex heart surgeries over a distance of
286 kilometres.

SlFel A AR & 9ga ¥aaelt afviea Th-eifes Rwed &1 3qdr
FIF 286 FhaHIET I gff W A Jfed T TSR ThaAdTIEs i

e The surgeries were conducted using the SSI Mantra robotic system, developed by SSI

Ltd.
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ToT SSI AR Veifew REeA &1 39ANT a &1 715, f98 SSI fafdes garr fsfaa
forar arr &1
e The surgeries took place on January 9 and 10, 2024, on two men aged 59 and 56.

oY 9 3R 10 Staradl 2024 T & Teut W HI IS, fSerehr 357 59 3R 56 a¥ o]

e The first procedure was internal mammary artery harvesting for coronary artery
bypass grafting.

gl UAo Seorel AN e grdfeeer om, st R 3med asurg afeear & v
fopar arar 2|

e The second surgery was total endoscopic coronary artery bypass, a complex cardiac
surgery.

E Holl T USERINE R JEN a59w A, S U Sfee ged Hory Al
ST &l

e The surgeries were conducted with teams in Gurugram (control centre) and Jaipur
(patient location).

o IEAT (chelel HeX) 3R AR (A9l Trer) & &I At g@nr 61 715
o Dr. Lalitaditya Malik, cardiothoracic vascular surgery consultant, said mock drills were
conducted for a week before the surgeries.

31, afaarfees afaw, MISAURES deper Tl hfece, o Tl & Tl ¥ Ugel
U Hodlg do Hie 3ed Fr 15 of|

e Latency time of 35-40 milliseconds allowed near-instantaneous transmission of surgical
actions from Gurugram to Jaipur.

ASH FHY 35-40 ANAhs T, foe= XA ¥ AR o Alotehel fohamsit & caid

JHROT I a7 |

e The technology was approved by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation in
India under Class B and Class C surgical devices.

SH dehsiiehl &I ART H 41 A AF AGI0T Fereat garT watr B 3 Faw C
afSieher 39O & dgd Hol 9Ied &

e The patients from the surgeries have been successfully discharged.
TRl & d1g AT T Ahaarq@® gedrdr as|

e The surgeon involved, Sudhir Srivastava, founder of SS Innovations, specializes in
robotic cardiac surgery.

M Holel, G siareda, SS FAARIT & FEUTH, Yalieeh Hifsash Folr # faQrws
el
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Congress will remove
quota cap if elected
to power, says Rahul

GS Paper lI: Quota in
Reservation

PATNA

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi, on his
first visit to Bihar after be-
coming the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, on Saturday slammed
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh and Bharatiya
Janata Party for being “an-
ti-Constitution”, and said
20-25 billionaires own the
wealth of the country.

The 50% reservation
barrier would be removed
and caste census conduct-
ed across the country
when the Congress returns
to power at the Centre, Mr.
Gandhi said while address-
ing Congress functionaries
and workers at the party’s
State headquarters in Pat-
na, the Sadaqgat Ashram.

New caste census

While slamming the Bi-
har government led by
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-

Rahul Gandhi

mar, Mr. Gandhi said, “The
caste survey done by the
Bihar government [re-
leased in 2023] was fake
and when our government
returns to power, a caste
census will be held across
the country to know the
exact population of castes
and their representation in
governance”.

Earlier, he addressed
the ‘Samvidhan Suraksha
Sammelan’ (Save Constitu-
tion Conclave) organised
by social organisations at
the Bapu Sabhagar audito-
rium in the city.

Congress will remove quota
cap if elected to power, says
Rahul

Tger Il o FeT, FEAW FW A
T 9T hreT AT gerwsil

o Former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, on his first visit to Bihar after
becoming the Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, slammed the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) for being “anti-
Constitution”.

U HIAW IeART Iger aed, Senaem 7 favat
& odl Sl & 916 9T R I &, o
[T FaIAGSd T (RSS) 3R HRAT SAerar
urét (BJIP) &1 “wiaume ey s =)

o He said that 20-25 billionaires own the
wealth of the country.

3ogial Fel & 20-25 IE9faAY & 9 U Hir
Tufa gl

e The 50% reservation barrier would be
removed and a caste census would be

conducted across the country when Congress
returns to power at the Centre.

50% 3TIR&TOT HAT T AT Sea 3R S9
S e H Far H e, O g o A anfa
STSTITOTAT TS SITTalT|

e Mr. Gandhi made these statements while
addressing Congress functionaries and

workers at the party’s State headquarters in
Patna, at Sadagat Ashram.

T@'awﬁﬁﬁagmqmﬁuaqr&a;
ST AT, Helhd ITHA H FEW

mﬁsﬁtﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁmgﬁml
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Will the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip hold?

How did Israel and Hamas come to an agreement? Why did it take 15 months for a deal? What will

it entail? What role did Qatar, Egypt and the U.S. play? How will it affect other countries in the

region? How will things change with Trump in the White House?

GS Paper Il: West
Asia

The story so far:
fter 15 months of fighting, which was
triggered by Hamas’s October 7, 2023
attack in which about 1,200 people
were killed, Israel and Hamas have
accepted a ceasefire in Gaza. On Saturday,
Israel’s 24-member cabinet gave approval to the
agreement, which is expected to be
implemented in three phases. The deal, which
came into force on Sunday, was reached in talks
mediated by Qatar, Egypt and the U.S. If it holds,
it would provide a desperately needed relief for
Gaza, the tiny strip along the Mediterranean Sea
which was relentlessly bombed by Israeli
Defence Forces (IDF) over the past 15 months in
which over 46,000 Palestinians were killed and
almost the entire population of the enclave
displaced.

What are the terms?

The deal is to be implemented in three phases.
In the 42-day first phase, Hamas will release 33
hostages, most of those alive, and Israel will free
roughly 1,000 Palestinian security prisoners.
Israel will also partially withdraw the IDF from

Gaza, and allow the entry of about 600 trucks of
humanitarian aid into the enclave every day. The

IDF is expected to withdraw from the Netzarim
Corridor, which separates northern Gaza, which
has seen massive Israeli bombardment from Day
one of the war, from the south, where most of
the enclave’s population have been pushed into.
If the Israeli troops withdraw from Netzarim, it

Arab and
Israeli
media claim
that the
Trump
factor
played a
key part

In ruins: Smoke rises over the Gaza Strip after an Israeli strike, as seen from

the Israeli border on January 17. GETTY IMAGES

would allow some of the displaced Gazans to
move from the south and centre to the north.
But in the first phase, Israeli troops will
remain in the Philadelphi Corridor on the Rafah
crossing — which means Israel will continue to
monitor Gaza’s border with Egypt. On the 16th
day of the first phase, discussions are expected
to begin on the second phase. If the first phase is
implemented as per plan, 65 hostages will still
be in Hamas’s captivity and Israeli troops will
still be there at Philadelphi and some buffer
zones in Gaza. In the second stage, Hamas will
be required to release most of the remaining
living hostages and both sides should declare a
permanent end to the hostilities. The third
phase will involve discussions on the ‘day after’.

Why did both parties accept a ceasefire now?
The deal accepted by both parties is not
essentially different from the deal offered eight
months ago. Hamas had announced earlier that
it would accept a deal, provided the war is
brought to a permanent end.

In May, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu dismissed the agreement, saying
Israel would continue its military offensive in
Gaza until it meets its objectives.

But a lot has changed in the region since.

Israel now believes its regional standing has
become stronger. Hezbollah, the Lebanese
militia organisation, has lost most of its top
leadership in Israeli attacks. The IDF has killed
most of the leaders of Hamas, including Yahya
Sinwar. Israel carried out a massive air strike in
Iran in October, targeting the Islamic Republic’s
air defences and other military facilities (to
which Iran hasn’t responded yet). More
importantly, the fall of the Assad regime in Syria
has further weakened Iran’s so-called ‘axis of
resistance’ in West Asia. Mr. Assad’s Syria was
the land bridge between Iran and Hezbollah.
Since this land bridge is disrupted, Hezbollah
will find it difficult to rearm itself. These
developments have also strengthened Mr.
Netanyahu'’s political standing at home.

These factors probably influenced him to
change his position about a deal with Hamas.
But that’s not all.

After months of fighting, Israel failed to meet
its declared objectives in Gaza. When he
launched the war, Mr. Netanyahu said Israel
would dismantle Hamas. Israeli attacks have
degraded Hamas’s militant infrastructure, but
Hamas reinvented itself as an insurgency, its
original avatar. Antony Blinken, the U.S.
Secretary of State, recently said the American
assessment was that Hamas recruited as many
fighters as it had lost.

The inability to meet its objectives through

military means might also have influenced
Israel’s leaders to take a more pragmatic view of
pausing the conflict and getting the hostages
freed. Then, there is the Trump factor.

What role did the U.S. play?

The Biden administration has been pushing for a
ceasefire for long, but it also offered full support
to Israel’s war in Gaza. Washington continues to
supply weapons to Israel and offer diplomatic
protection to Israel at global fora. Mr. Biden’s
refusal to use effective pressure tactics on Israel
meant that the latter continued the war despite
Washington’s public call and private diplomatic
push for a ceasefire. But now, Mr. Biden can
claim that a ceasefire was reached just days
before he left the White House. Arab and Israeli
media claim that the Trump factor also played a
key role. Donald Trump had earlier said that “all
hell will break loose” if there was no agreement
between Israel and Hamas before he takes office
on January 20 as the 47th President of the U.S.
Mr. Trump’s West Asia envoy Steve Witkoff had
met the negotiators and the Israeli leadership
last week. Times of Israel reported, quoting Arab
officials, that Mr. Witkoff managed to achieve in
a single meeting more than what President
Biden did the whole year.

Mr. Trump is known for his pro-Israel
positions. But he had promised during his
campaign that he would bring the wars in West
Asia and Ukraine to an end if returned to the
White House. If the war is brought to an end,
besides the humanitarian angle, it would offer
some stability to West Asia. Mr. Trump may not
like the U.S. being drawn into another
never-ending war in the region. Also, if the
Israel-Hamas war pauses, the Houthis of Yemen
could stop attacking Israel and the ships passing
through the Red Sea. Both the U.S. and Israel
carried out air strikes against the Houthis in
recent months but failed to stop their attacks.

If the Red Sea calms down, normal freight
traffic through the Suez Canal could resume,
tamping down the inflationary pressure on the
global economy.

Why is Phase 3 going to be a challenge?

As of now, the focus of both parties would be on
implementing the first phase — which has a fair
chance of being implemented. The second
phase could see the exchange of more hostages
for prisoners. But the real challenge would be
Phase 3. Hamas has demanded a complete
withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza. Israel
now realises that it cannot dismantle Hamas —
the organisation would survive in one way or
another. On a more practical note, Israel doesn’t
want to leave Hamas as a ruling or fighting force
in Gaza. This poses a dilemma for Israel. If it
agrees to end the war and leave Gaza, Hamas
would remain a militant insurgency in Gaza. If
Israel continues to stay in Gaza, there won’t be a
lasting ceasefire agreement and a war of attrition
will go on.
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New caste census

IS AT SATIoTAT

While criticizing the Bihar government led by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Mr. Gandhi
called the caste survey done by the Bihar government (released in 2023) as fake.

FEIHA! Hicter FAR GaRT Aged hT 7T AER THR T 3Tell=1 Hd gU, g amefr
o f9gR W&ER eanr $r 713 Ffar |IRTOT (ST 2023 H ST §3M) HT FBT FeTl

He further stated that when their government returns to power, a caste census will be
held across the country to determine the exact population of castes and their
representation in governance.

3egis 3T &gl fF S 3Th TR Far A e, O @ e 7 snfa SO s
STEel arfes sfaat it a8 SaaEar 3R 306 aia # gfafaflea & gar go @&

Earlier, he addressed the ‘Samvidhan Suraksha Sammelan’ (Save Constitution
Conclave) organized by social organizations at the Bapu Sabhagar auditorium in the
city.

SHY g, 3egia AEY A U a1Y, §HT O} A WHITSF Wereal qary Aol wfaemer
AT FFAeer (HTAUTT Ta3T FFAcE) HT Fafed fha

Ceasefire in the Gaza Strip

T et # geufaus

After 15 months of fighting, triggered by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack, where
about 1,200 people were killed, Israel and Hamas have accepted a ceasefire in
Gaza.

15 7ge & FuY & a1G, S 7 JeFga], 2023 B FAN F A T YE G, A wameqy
1,200 AT AR T, SoR1sd AR g & e # Jeufuw w&Her

On Saturday, Israel's 24-member cabinet approved the agreement, and it started on
Sunday.

AFAIR FY, SIS T 24-WeENT Ffae o wxsita @ At &, 3R 78 WarR @ amg
g3l

The agreement was reached through talks mediated by Qatar, Egypt, and the U.S.

7§ FEgilar Ha¥, a3’ IARHT earT ACAEAAT A TS SIANT F ACTA g3

If successful, the ceasefire will provide relief to Gaza, which faced relentless bombing by
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) over the past 15 months, resulting in 46,000
Palestinian deaths and the displacement of almost the entire population.

Ife Ig Aol Biel §, o JUTaRTA ST &l Tgd 331, Tord Reer 15 7al H gorrsel
B%E wRfsr (IDF) SaRT TRITaR THANY &7 FHAT a1 gsT, foras 46,000 feforediet
AR 7T 3R eersrer ofY e Renfa g 7S
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What are the terms?
et &7 82
e The agreement will be implemented in three phases.

g GHESitar i =RO A ey fRar seen|
o First Phase (42 days):
Hamas will release 33 hostages, and Israel will free roughly 1,000
Palestinian security prisoners.

g TOT (42 &) 8H 33 g &1 NEgr F3m, 31K sse Jersrer 1,000
Reforecdish gram Ffeat 1 Rer Fwm|
» Israel will partially withdraw the IDF from Gaza and allow the entry of
600 trucks of humanitarian aid daily.

OIS IS & IDF &Y AF T F a9d@ o 91 3R 600 AT
"erIaT gl it AF wdu i segAfT |

» The IDF will withdraw from the Netzarim Corridor, separating
northern Gaza (heavily bombed) and the south (where most of the
population has fled).

IDF aesier HIRER & dId g2, St 3ad e (o6l 7 AR §9)
3R gfaror (STeT 31T FTIHEAT ol IS) FT I FIAT gl

» Some displaced Gazans will be able to move from the south and center
to the north.

o faeiUd areare afaor 3 F & 3T A IR ST Fehel|

» However, Israeli troops will remain in the Philadelphi Corridor near the
Rafah crossing, continuing to monitor Gaza’s border with Egypt.

gToIiTeh, SoRTSel Afoieh THIE HIAT & I Rrarsedh HINER F @I 3R
g & Y e H DAT A FIRET IRy W

o Onthe 16th day of the first phase, discussions on the second phase are
expected to begin.

ggd WOT F 169 e, qu¥ WOT R Tl YF gl i 3FE B

o If the first phase succeeds, 65 hostages will remain in Hamas captivity, and
Israeli troops will still control parts of Gaza.

Ife ggar TROT Thel BT &, aY 65 d §AIT T he F W, 31N s
A e & Fo REA | AF0T da0 59|
o Second Phase:

= Hamas will release most remaining hostages, and both sides will
declare a permanent end to hostilities.

W?R'UT:
- FA AT o gU duH A Rer F3, AR A goT enger H
TR T F FATCT FI0 A OG0T F8EA
o Third Phase:
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» Focused on discussions about the ‘day after’.

e =
= 3ere e W gt WS gl

Why did both parties accept a ceasefire now?
axt gt F sl wuy e FA7 TER fFar?

e The deal accepted by both parties is not essentially different from the deal offered
eight months ago.

aleil Tl gaRT TR fohar T HASlAT 3 7 ggd 99T fhv aw FHESla @ A
T & AT TRl ¢

e Hamas had announced earlier that it would accept a deal provided the war is brought to
a permanent end.

FATH &1 Ugol BINUN T A Toh g8 FASAA S TIhR M, 90 ooy &l TYrRT &7 §

FATCT H TG S|

e In May, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu dismissed the agreement, stating
that Israel would continue its military offensive in Gaza until it meets its objectives.

#E A, TR JUIAHA oM Adedrg 1 36 FAGT F TR F 271 21, 77
FEd §U foh SO I T ST A HIAT e HFIH IR IW S Toh o g
YT T&AT T QT AET A AT

e Israel now believes its regional standing has become stronger due to key
developments:

SoRITC 31d HAlAT § & 38 &1 JoiTa & T HTT UTHAA! & HROT Holgcll 3T

&

o Hezbollah's top leadership in Lebanon has been mostly eliminated in Israeli
attacks.

deee A Rogear & i Aqea B SR g H AT FACT H AT
T gl

o Most of the leaders of Hamas, including Yahya Sinwar, have been killed by the
Israeli Defense Forces (IDF).

A & 1T A3, ST ggar RAaR afAe &, & SeRely 8T Jaf
(IDF) & AR f&ar gl

o In October, Israel conducted a massive air strike in Iran, targeting the Islamic
Republic’s air defences and military facilities, to which Iran has not responded
yet.

HFC H, SoNITS A ST W Ueh HY §AT$ §HAT o, T T ORI
dr Ay T 3R Ao Glaensid o1 e = amn| T o 30 dh g
FIs AT Aar AT B
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o The fall of the Assad regime in Syria disrupted Iran's so-called 'axis of
resistance' in West Asia.

WREAT 7 3rwe awT FT 9qT A GREA TR F A & S e F el
1 aTRd &Y e gl

o Hezbollah now faces challenges in rearming itself without Syria’s support as a
land bridge.

e 319 WRAT & TAST F a1 O gRAREE g7 7 Hiosgar &
AHAT T T & i offdy At snfre & omam

o These developments have strengthened Netanyahu’s political standing at
home.

$oT TTATHRA! o GU H Adedrg HT Toreiifas Fufa w1 FAsqg o &

Despite these, Israel failed to dismantle Hamas, which has reinvented itself as an
insurgency after months of fighting.

g1 A JIA9[G, FoNI FHA & TeH A H fawar @1, o o2 & A= a1
ge &1 fee § v & g "arfea foram)

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken noted that Hamas recruited as many fighters
as it had lost, reflecting Israel’s inability to meet its objectives militarily.

AN fager 7 vell o o Fgr & 79 F 309 & a3k e & 97t e
o 38 @ QT &, 3t sorae i w7 3egedtl &t U =t # RAear &1 geifdar
gl

What role did the U.S. play?
TgFT T FARFT & 741 AT Wro

The Biden administration pushed for a ceasefire but continued military and
diplomatic support for Israel, including weapons supply and protection at global
fora.

TS TS o W faRreT & AT gara srenm Afdhe sorae @ 77 3R Fedfaw
FAdA SR 7@, S gfRARy #r amqfet ik dRae wet v gRam anfaer o

President Biden can now claim credit for a ceasefire before leaving office, as the
agreement was reached just days before he leaves.

Tseufa S8 319 Ug Bl @ Ugd TuY O &7 47 of Tohd g, Fifh Ig FaASidr
3och 9g BISA ¥ S Tgel g3l

Donald Trump’s influence played a key role. Trump warned that “all hell will break
loose” if no agreement was reached before his inauguration as the 47th President on
January 20.

SlATes T & WA & 316H A S| U o Udraen & Ar fob afg 20 Seradr A
47&m$mﬁmammﬁmaﬂéwsﬁmﬂﬁ§3ﬂﬁ"ﬁaﬁm
I § Sesiy”
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Why did both parties accept a ceasefire now?

F41 et el A 3T Jeufa TR fHar

The deal accepted by both parties is not different from the deal offered eight months
ago.

Sl J&iT GaRT TR fRdT 1T FHSICT 318 AT Ugel Uediiad GAstld & et
el gl

Hamas had announced earlier that it would accept a deal, provided the war is brought to
a permanent end.

GATH o gl ENWUT 1 AT T 98 Ueh WA FEIHN M, S YU H TR 37
gl

In May, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu dismissed the agreement, saying
Israel would continue its military offensive in Gaza until its objectives are met.

A H, FoNISe & TULAHN Sonfhar Adearg = Tl 1 @RS F &2 a1 3R Fer
g7 o SIS dd d el H A e FATS ST WM 59 b 386 8T W
oTel g1 SId|

Hezbollah, the Lebanese militia organization, has lost most of its top leadership in
Israeli attacks.

SRS gHell # Rergede, deee fATAfRIET oo, & 3rder 3rferenier oMY Aqgea @i
@r fea|

The fall of the Assad regime in Syria has further weakened Iran’s so-called ‘axis of
resistance’ in West Asia.

AT H G AT FT G S o qATH AT T F ¢ &1 aiRaswr vierar 7 3R
FHR FT AT

Netanyahu’s political standing has been strengthened due to these regional changes.

51 & IRaTel & FROT Ay F Torefas Rufy Forge & o8 ¥

What role did the U.S. play?
3ANFT & FAT AT fAveg?

The Biden administration pushed for a ceasefire while offering full support to Israel’s
war in Gaza.

AEST TAHA 5 JeUTaH & T gara STell 3R @Y & T H g F o
gt wade |

Donald Trump claimed, “all hell will break loose” if no agreement was reached before
January 20, the day he takes office.

Sielles €U o @l & MG 20 SAa & Ugel FIS THSAT €N §IT A ‘WA F& & &
ST |”
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« Trump’s envoy managed to achieve more in a single meeting than what Biden did in a
year, as per reports.

Ralel & 38R, €9 & g o U & doch A gg gliael Y fodr i a15se Q@ aTel H
el T 9|

Why is Phase 3 going to be a challenge?
%o 3 74T FeAldrqor grm?

e Hamas has demanded a complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza.
GATH o IS A Sorrelt Afal it qutb arawht Hr #fr & g

e Israel doesn’t want to leave Hamas as a ruling or fighting force in Gaza, posing a

dilemma.

SIS IS H GATH 1 ATHH AT o8I dlehd & &I H BISAT o161 drgdl, oy

gfaT Scueat Brell Bl

o If Israel continues to stay in Gaza, there won’t be a lasting ceasefire agreement, and a
war of attrition will go on.

IfE SIS IS F &1 T &, o TATA JEUTas FAstlar g1 g1 T, 3N 915
&Y ST 18|

Before ceasefire takes effect in Gaza,
Yemen’s Houthis fire missiles at Israel

The militants ‘carried out a specific military operation targeting the Ministry of Defence of the Israeli enemy’; the ceasefire

deal between Israel and Hamas is to take effect on the eve of Trump’s inauguration for a second term as U.S. President

|GS Paper II: West Asia |

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

he Israeli military
T said it intercepted

two missiles fired
from Yemen on Saturday, a
day before a ceasefire is set
to take effect in war-bat-
tered Gaza.

The military activated
air raid sirens in Jerusalem
and in parts of central and
southern Israel ahead of
the interceptions during
the day, with the first pro-
jectile shot down in the
morning.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels
claimed the morning at-
tack, hours after the Israeli
military intercepted the in-
coming missile.

The Houthis “carried

Tense region: Israeli armoured personnel carriers park near the
Israel-Gaza border on Saturday, before the ceasefire deal. REUTERS

out a specific military oper-
ation targeting the so-
called Ministry of Defence
of the Israeli enemy... us-
ing a ballistic missile” in
central Israel, the rebels
said in a statement.

The morning attack had
triggered explosions over
Jerusalem as the military
intercepted the missile.

Later, sirens blared
across southern Israel as a
second missile was fired

from Yemen and intercept-
ed by the Israeli air force,
the military said.

“Following the sirens
that sounded a short while
ago in the areas of Eilat and
Arava, a missile that was
launched from Yemen was
intercepted” before cross-
ing into Israeli territory, it
said.

The latest launches
from Yemen came as a cea-
sefire in the war in Gaza
would take effect from
0630 GMT (1200 IST) on
Sunday.

Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al-Thani, announcing the
ceasefire agreement on
Wednesday, said an initial
42-day ceasefire would see

33 hostages released by
militants in Gaza.

The truce is to take ef-
fect on the eve of Donald
Trump’s inauguration for a
second term as U.S.
President.

‘Ready for duties’
Palestinian President Mah-
mud Abbas said the Palesti-
nian Authority, which has
partial administrative con-
trol in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, has completed
preparations “to assume
full responsibility in Gaza”
after the war.

Israel has no definitive
stance on post-war gover-
nance beyond rejecting
any role for both Hamas
and the  Palestinian
Authority.
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Before ceasefire takes effect in GaBefore ceasefire takes
effect in Gaza, Yemen’s Houthis fire missiles at Israel

AT A FuY O & 9o gt & ugd, I8 & gifday o
oI 9 fRdse grit
The militants ‘carried out a specific military operation targeting the Ministry of

Defence of the Israeli enemy’; the ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas is to
take effect on the eve of Trump’s inauguration for a second term as U.S.President

3qEIfedl & ‘IOl AT F T FAAeT F A s v R{Ay A7 3w
TAHT; FoRae 3R g & fiw gua¥ e gastar org & ARy aseufa & &
# g FF & fAT Uy 7ger Hr qF FEAT 9T gHTE {em|

The Israeli military said it intercepted two missiles fired from Yemen on Saturday, a day
before a ceasefire is set to take effect in war-battered Gaza.

SO T AT A ARIR T IAA F g AT &) RABAT H FeWTe FIA HT 19 FHel, Y
ey § weTaa e F JeufaRnT an g ¥ v e gee il

e The military activated air raid sirens in Jerusalem and in parts of central and southern
Israel ahead of the interceptions during the day, with the first projectile shot down in the
morning.

el o oot & SRTeT Sexqeee A ugel Jxerer 3R F 3R afaroft sorma & 3o
feral 7 vaR 33 Wre #ftha Y o, fadd ugen wfaicd gog & @@y R o)

Yemen’s Houthi rebels claimed the morning attack, hours after the Israeli military
intercepted the incoming missile.

A & gf iRl @ gae & e &1 arar A, $© U 9@ g™ @41 & Incoming
fAaTEd w1 gexdte A

o The Houthis “carried out a specific military operation targeting the so-called Ministry of
Defence of the Israeli enemy... using a ballistic missile” in central Israel, the rebels
said in a statement.

g & U S H gl [ Segie AT SIS H FIACN GAA & TAUTHTA T8Il
mﬁmﬁmgwﬁmm@wsﬁmWwﬁwm
3itoersT |

e The morning attack had triggered explosions over Jerusalem as the military
intercepted the missile.

e & gH o I A fATwle fh, Fife dar o AAsS & gexdee fahar|
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Later, sirens blared across southern Israel as a second missile was fired from Yemen
and intercepted by the Israeli air force, the military said.

e #, gfarolt soRmEe A ARRA T AT T 38T, ST Ueh q@d AW IHA § qren
IRAT 3R FoRTIeN arY Vel EaRT FeACe fohar arm, Belr o e

“Following the sirens that sounded a short while ago in the areas of Eilat and Arava, a
missile that was launched from Yemen was intercepted” before crossing into Israeli
territory, it said.

“$Td 3R IRTET o &A1 H $o AT g il ARRA 1 &, 38 96 U AER it
IJAT T gl 15 o, 39 SoRTell WAT H WAy e & Uge seidce fhar I, e
o el

The latest launches from Yemen came as a ceasefire in the war in Gaza would take effect
from 0630 GMT (1200 IST) on Sunday.

m#g‘émmaﬁr—uﬁmmwmﬁ:mmﬁgag:ﬁrmo&oew(lzomsn
War ¥ @y @ arer

Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani,
announcing the ceasefire agreement on Wednesday, said an initial 42-day ceasefire
would see 33 hostages released by militants in Gaza.

Fl JUH A@ AgFAg 9 regerearE e sfews sre-grll, Segia guar
eufauaA FAsiia 1 awom &Y, 7 Fer f GRS 42 e #1 geufarey e A
Tcieharfeal aRT 33 derht T NeTs 1 FiATed Heam|

The truce is to take effect on the eve of Donald Trump’s inauguration for a second
term as U.S. President.

Ig JeuTaHA S1Tes €9 & 3eHIe & Ush ool ugel yarmdy gram, Sif AR & Iegafa
& T H IR GEA HIHS BT

‘Ready for duties’
‘Haedl F AT R

Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas said the Palestinian Authority, which has patrtial
administrative control in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, has completed preparations
“to assume full responsibility in Gaza” after the war.

hfaEdiel Tseufa AgHg sreara o7 gl for fefoaraisit wrftreTor, S e ganT Fet
aret afteelt ae A s geraAe FEAor w@ar & Iy & g e H g
e oo & fow it g ¢ o 8

Israel has no definitive stance on post-war governance beyond rejecting any role for
both Hamas and the Palestinian Authority.

SoRISel & UIH e & d1¢ & AT W IS TASC TW 61 o, [9ard SHeh o g gaTd
3R Refaredish wiftraRor gt & T 1S sffer 3redier X gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Return of the Begum

Khaleda Zia

The BNP politician, who has been acquitted in a corruption case, is now back in the limelight as
her party is preparing for the next election in Bangladesh

GS Paper Il
Indi-Ban gladesh

arly morning of May
E 30, 1981, clouds

from the Bay of
Bengal lashed Chittagong.
Through the heavy pitter-
patter of rain on the roof of
the Circuit House of Chitta-
gong, President Ziaur Rah-
man heard the sound of
gunfire. A man of action
known for his bravery as a
Pakistani soldier in the
1965 India-Pakistan war
and later as a nationalist of-
ficer who rebelled against
the Pakistani Army in 1971,
Rahman was not someone
to hide. Dressed in his
night suit, Rahman came
out to check the source of
the gun fire and just then a
hail of bullets Iliterally
sliced him into two halves.

The killers, however,
failed in their plot to seize
power as Abdus Sattar, a
seasoned political figure,
quickly took charge as Pre-
sident with Army Chief
Hossein Mohammed Er-
shad’s support.

It was in this dramatic
situation that Khaleda Zia,
widow of Rahman, entered
the political spectrum. She
had reportedly fainted on
hearing the news of the as-
sassination of Rahman, but
two and a half years later,
Ms. Zia took over from Ab-
dus Sattar. On January 13,
1984, Ms. Zia took charge
of the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) that was
founded by Rahman.

The death of Rahman al-
S0 came at a critical time
for the volatile country. On
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May 17, Mujib’s daughter
Sheikh Hasina returned to
Bangladesh.

Ms. Zia and Ms. Hasina
came from different back-
grounds. The former was
the young wife of a Bengali
officer in the Pakistani mil-
itary and Ms. Hasina was
the daughter of a firebrand
anti-Pakistan figure. But in
1984, the two emerged as
leaders of the two political
alliances that opposed Pre-
sident Ershad.

Ms. Zia led a seven-party
alliance and Ms. Hasina led
a 15-party alliance against
Ershad. In 1986, Ershad
held a fraudulent election.
Infuriated by the sham
polling, the two alliances
joined hands and finally
dislodged Ershad from
power in 1990.

After the fall of Ershad,
the February 1991 election
was won by the BNP and
Ms. Zia, also known as Be-
gum Khaleda, became the
first woman Prime Minis-
ter of Bangladesh. But even
as Ms. Zia was getting a
grasp of the problems, a
monstrous cyclonic storm
killed nearly half a million
people. Ms. Hasina sensed

an  opportunity and
termed the BNP govern-
ment incompetent. Des-
pite the opposition, the
BNP managed to win the
1996 election but had to
give up power after the
Awami League accused it
of rigging the polls. Then
Ms. Hasina became PM for
the first time.

From 1991 till 2006, Ms.
Zia dominated Bangla-
desh’s politics, along with
her rival Ms. Hasina. She
returned to power with the
support of the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami Bangladesh at the
turn of the century and re-
mained in office till 2006.

Boycott of elections

Though Ms. Zia was kept
out of power by Ms. Hasina
during the next 15 years,
the BNP remained strong
on the ground. While Ms.
Zia took a backseat during
the Hasina era, the day-to-
day affairs of the party
were handled by Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and
Amir Khasru Mahmud
Choudhury, who main-
tained the combative atti-
tude of the party which
boycotted election thrice —
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2014, 2018 and 2024.

After being freed from
detention following the fall
of the Hasina government
on August 5, 2024, Ms. Zia
reiterated that she does not
harbour any ill-will to-
wards the currently exiled
Ms. Hasina, giving a hint
that she is waiting and
watching how long the in-
terim government led by
Mohammad Yunus would
last. While the BNP boycot-
ted polls in the past, it is al-
so known that the Hasina
regime did not stop doc-
tors from Johns Hopkins
Hospital in the U.S. from
flying into Dhaka to con-
duct a complex surgery on
Ms. Zia in 2021.

With Hasina out of Ban-
gladesh and the BNP en-
thused by the prospects of
returning to power, Ms.
Zia, 79, is once again in the
limelight, but this time she
is far more cautious. Ear-
lier this month, an air am-
bulance from Qatar flew
her for special medical
care in London where she
was reunited with her el-
der son Tarique Rahman
who has been in exile since
he was reportedly tortured
by the military during the
2006-08 caretaker rule.
Last week, Ms. Zia was ac-
quitted in a 2008 corrup-
tion case, overturning a
previous 10-year sentence.

In Bangladesh’s frac-
tious politics, Ms. Zia has
been seen as a survivor.
And her tactics will be test-
ed once again whenever
the interim government
calls for elections.
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Return of the Begum

ST Y argH

The BNP politician, who has been acquitted in a corruption case, is now back in
the limelight as her party is preparing for the next election in Bangladesh

FCEAR F TF AW & a8 g ghr fivad Hr a5 veefas 3@ e @ giEar & 2
FifF et ardt STy A Tk goATE A AR F @A

The assassination of Ziaur Rahman and the rise of Khaleda Zia

T A Y gaar 3 @rfeer S @1 3w

e Onthe early morning of May 30, 1981, clouds from the Bay of Bengal lashed
Chittagong.
30 #$ 1981 # Yag, T HT WIS A Tl AT W a4 |

e Through the heavy pitter-patter of rain on the roof of the Circuit House of Chittagong,
President Ziaur Rahman heard the sound of gunfire.

Reong & affe gEa A od W A IRy Fr 3mae & T Useufa TR wEE
Y g Y AT HT ATt FATS

e Rahman, known for his bravery as a Pakistani soldier in the 1965 India-Pakistan war
and later as a nationalist officer in 1971, was not someone to hide.

AT, Toleg 1965 F HRA-UIfhedrel I & Ueh qridar dAfasd & &7 7 3R ag #
1971 F U TS AfTFRT & & A Tgigd & v S Srar ar, g8 f9e arer
gfad g1 o

o Dressed in his night suit, Rahman came out to check the source of the gunfire, and
just then a hail of bullets literally sliced him into two halves.

TEHT 37941 ATSE e H e [ohel arfr I MR &1 G ¢@ T, 3R el anfort
o dloR d 3¢ FuATar Rwat & Fe )
e The killers failed in their plot to seize power, and Abdus Sattar, a seasoned political

figure, quickly took charge as President with Army Chief Hossein Mohammed
Ershad’s support.

FCAR ECAT W &Y Ul & 3G ¢, 3R Heqq FAR, Ueh Iegerdl Toteiiiclen safead, o
¥ AT Rl AgeAg welig & WASST @ wgula 1 9g Tgor foRa

e It was in this dramatic situation that Khaleda Zia, widow of Rahman, entered the political
spectrum.

st Arehy Tafa & aifeer 54, s ®aEa & [Jyar odf, 3 Teifas &85 & Fex

4|

e She had reportedly fainted on hearing the news of Rahman’s assassination, but two and
a half years later, Ms. Zia took over from Abdus Sattar.
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Ratet & I7aR, Eiferer form AT 1 gear i T oo Sgier g g of, Afehet

er$ el o, At fAT A 3eqy AR & geR Heren|
e OnJanuary 13, 1984, Ms. Zia took charge of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), which was founded by Rahman.

13 Srerady 1984 1, gt forar 2 aivanger Awefawe ot (BNP) &7 qga emrer, i
A F T fohar

e The death of Rahman came at a critical time for the volatile country, and on May 17,
Mujib’s daughter Sheikh Hasina returned to Bangladesh.

AT BT Al 37 AR 27 & T voh Agcaqul FHT W g, 3R 17 71 7 Aujfoa
A 38, @ g IS e

e Ms. Zia and Ms. Hasina came from different backgrounds. The former was the young

wife of a Bengali officer in the Pakistani military, and Ms. Hasina was the daughter of
a firebrand anti-Pakistan figure.

A Toram 3k ot g srorer-3rereT qeasfAAl & 38| qd wfthear e A U el
Y 1 gar g of, STafe gl gwliem v 3o el aifrearer safdaca & S¢ o)

e In 1984, the two emerged as leaders of the two political alliances opposing President
Ershad.

1984 #, gl Irsgufa welig & @ & Usteiifde MGaeal & Adi3 & & H 39|

e Ms. Zialed a seven-party alliance and Ms. Hasina led a 15-party alliance against
Ershad.

A Forar & wra-urél rsaes A7 Adea fhar 3R gl gHeT A viie & f@ens 15-9ret
ASHEA &I cfed fhaT|

e 1In 1986, Ershad held a fraudulent election.
1986 #, TRTg o tierell TaATa |

o Infuriated by the sham polling, the two alliances joined hands and finally dislodged
Ershad from power in 1990.

S AGCIA ¥ HITT G, Slell TS Teholc gC 3R 3idd: 1990 A welig &l &
3@1S %t |

o After the fall of Ershad, the February 1991 election was won by the BNP, and Ms. Zia
became the first woman Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

TAiE o Tl & oG, BIEad 1991 F Tara A BNP & St grifier a1, 3R gaft foram =it
JIATCET P Ugell AfGST THTAHST |

e However, during her tenure, a monstrous cyclonic storm killed nearly half a million
people.
gleliTeh, 3eTeh SIIhlel & GRIeT, Ueh HAHT THaATAl BTt o1 orarsar et fAforgsT ot
AT ST o |

e Ms. Hasina sensed an opportunity and termed the BNP government incompetent.
A TN U 3TER 1 3T TR 3R BNP EHR AT 3eTH S|

o Despite opposition, the BNP managed to win the 1996 election but had to give up
power after the Awami League accused it of rigging the polls.
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faQer & STas(e, BNP o 1996 % IaTa & Siid g1ider &, olfehet marelt offer a7 38 goara
# Terell e T IR SEAT AR 3/ FAT DS g2

o After the fall of the Hasina government in August 2024, Ms. Zia reiterated that she
does not harbor any ill-will towards the currently exiled Ms. Hasina.

FHT TFR & 3 2024 H waet & are, Yot o a1 g & ag ada= #
fraifaa gait gl & i 18 gaffae 767 @]

e The BNP boycotted the elections in 2014, 2018, and 2024.
BNP & 2014, 2018, 3R 2024 & ATl 1 afgsshr formar|

o After being freed from detention, Ms. Zia is once again in the limelight, but this time she
is far more cautious.

R @ Hord gl & are, gAY forar ven IR O e # €, At 50 R a8
31fas Tas gl
o Earlier this month, an air ambulance from Qatar flew her for special medical care in

London, where she was reunited with her elder son Tarique Rahman, who has been in
exile since he was reportedly tortured by the military during the 2006-08 caretaker rule.

58 HEI I Y H, FeR { T TR W o 3¢ gl A A RAfvcar s
& foT &, STeT 98 379« 93 o9 aiiF @AW & fAC, S 2006-08 & 3raR# amae &
a1t AT T & V1 G@T Yaifsd gt & a1 fAdtesT 7 g

o Last week, Ms. Zia was acquitted in a 2008 corruption case, overturning a previous 10-
year sentence.

Ao acdrs, gait A 1 2008 & srseraR AFS A S fham 91, fS@d gger i 10

"I 6T AT H Tele AT I7|

e In Bangladesh’s fractious politics, Ms. Zia has been seen as a survivor, and her
tactics will be tested once again whenever the interim government calls for elections.

Sreneer 1 Rafea veaefa &, it S v gaEa s &9 & q@r 1 g, AR 396
OEHfaar T g Y & odetor # giel Sa o 3aRe TR goArg gorean|
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|GS Paper llI: Internal Security |

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

At the first-ever integration
training organised by the
Assam Rifles for the Mani-
pur Police last month, re-
cruits from all three com-
munities — Meitei, Kuki-Zo
and Naga — concurred that
peace in the ethnic vio-
lence-affected State should
be brokered by a “neutral
third party”, a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

Most recruits were “dis-
illusioned with the inabili-
tv of their leaders to find a

solution to the issue” and
stressed on a larger role by
the Central government to
tackle the crisis.

The integration training
was organised in the first
week of December for
around 1,900 select police
officials in Manipur on the
directions of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

The need for an integra-
tion programme was dis-
cussed first at a meeting on
June 17, 2024, when Mr.
Shah reviewed the securi-
ty situation in Manipur.
One of the issues discussed
at the meet was polarisa-

e o

Big picture: Recruits at integration training stress on a larger role
by the Central government to tackle the crisis. PTI

tion of the police on ethnic
lines.

The meeting highlight-
ed that despite the ongo-

ing tensions, personnel
from both the communi-
ties who are deployed in
the Assam Rifles and the

Third Party Help Mooted to Broker Manipur Peace
AT eanifd & faw dray gar #i #eg Hr T=t

o At the first-ever integration training organised by the Assam Rifles for the Manipur
Police last month, recruits from all three communities — Meitei, Kuki-Zo, and Naga —
agreed that peace in the ethnic violence-affected State should be brokered by a
“neutral third party”, a senior government official told The Hindu.

o FE 3HHA WSHeH caRT AT gfaw & T I3mAfod gger vhror wfretor &
oMl e — AQS, Fh-a, IR AT — F TR F geAlT @ H K S
feam weniaa I & A Hr ALIEIAT “wgeer ¥ P @RI T S AT, Toh
aRss THRT PR A & g adr|

e Most recruits were “disillusioned with the inability of their leaders to find a solution
to the issue” and stressed on a larger role by the Central government to tackle the

crisis.

Hur peace

Army existed in harmony.
As many as 1,300 recruits
from the Meitei communi-
ty, 350 Nagas and 260
members from the Kuki-Zo
community were identi-
fied for the integration
programme.

Fake news

The recruits who were al-
ready undergoing training
at the Lachit Borphukan
Police Training Centre is
Assam for a year were in-
volved in the programme.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

JTeRTer GfRIE] “379er AGTHT EIRT FATAT HT AT @iolel & IJFAGAT & e &
3R The F fAuea & AT Fig TR AT 937 ffAFT W S fem|

e The integration training was organised in the first week of December for around 1,900
select police officials in Manipur on the directions of Union Home Minister Amit

Shah.

et & g weare A 1,900 wafad gfew st & fov #for & wehepor

fretor 3mAfaa famar aram o, S & g Jf i ame & A 9w

e The need for an integration programme was discussed first at a meeting on June 17,
2024, when Mr. Shah reviewed the security situation in Manipur.
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THIFIOT FTAHHA AT AERIFAT HI FGH Ygel 17 [T 2024 1 Ueh doeh H =TT HT IS
o, ot e Wigw A AOrQR & grew Pufa v aeem & o)

ethnic lines.

Sooh H Tal fhT AT Hegl H F Th 9T AT @mEt wogfaw Fw g

One of the issues discussed at the meeting was the polarisation of the police on

The meeting highlighted that despite the ongoing tensions, personnel from both the

communities who are deployed in the Assam Rifles and the Army existed in harmony.

o H Fg TN T T T W Al & FTaSg, il HHCHT & hel Si IHHA
WEEEH AR AT H A1 §, ATl i § & a1 T 1

from the Kuki-Zo community were identified for the integration programme.

1,300 wfire] #A§ WHET A, 350 AN, 3R 260 HGET FhI-AT WHA {, THEHUT HRIFHH
& T ggu= T A

The recruits who were already undergoing training at the Lachit Borphukan Police
Training Centre in Assam for a year were involved in the programme.

As many as 1,300 recruits from the Meitei community, 350 Nagas, and 260 members

S gfie] dge & &1 WA H Afda IRgwa gfow Gfvator F5F vk dor § gferor o
® A, T 57 FOHA H AT A

Dust, despair settle on Maharashtra’s Chinchavli village as quarrying continues unabated

[GS Paper Ill: Environment |

SPOTLIGHT
Purnima Sah

Soni Varku Warghada, 55,
remembers the day in
2007 when she saw the
first trucks enter Koparya-
chiwadi hamlet in Chin-
chavli village, Thane dis-
trict, Maharashtra.

“We had never seen
such  heavy vehicles.
Around 25 to 30 men got
out of the vehicles and
then entered the forest.
Some of them took out
large blades (tree cutters)
and axes,” Soni recalls.

Within a year, she says,
the forest cover around the
village was cleared and le-
velling of the Chanderi
Dhar hill began. “By 2010,
rocks were blasted and cut.
A big machine began to
crush the stones,” she says.

A member of the Thakar
tribe, which worships the
forest as its nurturing
mother, Soni says the expe-
rience was traumatic.

Residents say the forest

earlier provided the popu-
lation of about 2,000 food
and livelihood, but they
could no longer depend on
it. They claim quarrying
has affected their health,
depleted natural resourc-
es, and upset biodiversity.
In 2015, Laxmi Stone In-
dustries was granted a
quarry lease for five years
for extraction and sale of
stone and earth across four
hectares. This was re-
newed for five years in
2019. However, officials
from the Forest Depart-
ment say the company had
never sought permission to
start stone quarrying. The
company did not respond
to requests for comment.

Health trouble

Soni’s son, Bhaskar Wargh-
ada, 30, points to a well in
the hamlet and says, “We
stopped drawing water
from here since the quarry-
ing began. Many fell sick
drinking water from it in
the initial years. Within a
year, the water bodies
started releasing a strong

Toxic air: Mining dust rises from the stone quarry in Chinchavli
village, Thane district, western Maharashtra. PURNIMA SAH

stench, and many felt nau-
sea, dizziness, uneasiness,
and breathing difficulties.”

Bhaskar claims the
quarrying company was
releasing untreated ef-
fluents into the Ulhas river,
which flows through the
hamlet and supplies drink-
ing water to over three mil-
lion people in Badlapur
and Thane. His son, who is
about a year-and-a-half
old, has remained unwell

since he was born.

For over 35 years, Dr. Vi-
vek Eknath Redkar has
been working closely with
people exposed to quarry-
ing dust and published re-
search papers on the ill-ef-
fects of mining dust on
human health. “It is go-
vernment norm to appoint
permanent healthcare
practitioners and set up a
medical facility in mining
and quarrying areas to reg-

ularly check on the health
of people,” he says.

Village struggles

Social worker Dhanaji Ir-
mali, 42, says none of the
residents were consulted
before the stone quarry
work began. “Laxmi Stone
Industries is owned by
Vishvanath Ramchandra
Panvelkar, a familiar name
in Thane and Badlapur as
the Panvelkar Group is
known for real estate pro-
jects. The tehsildar, gram
panchayat, and Collector
granted him permission to
set up a stone-crushing un-
it and make ready-mix con-
crete,” he says, adding that
it now has four units.

In 2019 and 2023, the
members of the gram pan-
chayat opposed the deci-
sion and permission grant-
ed by two consecutive
sarpanches for the stone
quarry to operate.

Gram panchayat mem-
ber and Dhanaji’'s wife,
Usha Dhanaji Irmali, 39,
says the villagers wrote to
former Chief Minister Ek-

nath Shinde, the District
Collector, State Environ-
ment Department, and Go-
vernor. The villagers claim
they then started receiving
threats from the quarry
owner. This year, the vil-
lage was to get its first wa-
ter tank for a central sup-
ply, but the work abruptly
stopped, and they say Pan-
velkar is responsible for it.

Panvelkar has released a
series of videos on You-
Tube rubbishing the allega-
tions. He was not available
for comment.

Court rulings

On July 8, 2024, Amber-
nath tehsildar Prashanti
Mane issued a notice to
Panvelkar to stop quarry-
ing in the village citing
health hazards. It warned
that the company’s licence
would be revoked. Mane
was transferred soon after
the notice was issued.

In 2022, a reply to an
RTI query by activist-envi-
ronmentalist Nandakumar
Waman Pawar revealed
that stone quarrying was

being done in the Mathe-
ran Eco-Sensitive Zone
(MESZ). Matheran is a hill
station near  Mumbai
where motor vehicles are
banned. As per the Su-
preme Court notification
dated February 4, 2003,
any quarrying within the
MESZ is prohibited under
the Environment Protec-
tion Act, 1986.

It also states that no
mining or quarrying activi-
ty can take place in Mathe-
ran and its surrounding re-
gion — 214.73 sq km and a
200-metre buffer zone.

The RTI response also
revealed that the quarry
site was located inside the
buffer zone of the MESZ,
which includes a part of
Chinchavali village, as per
the zonal master plan pre-
pared by the Mumbai Me-
tropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority in 1987.

On September 4, 2024,
a public interest litigation
(PIL) plea was filed in the
Bombay High Court claim-
ing that though the mining
lease and environment

Dust, Despair Settle on Maharashtra’s Chinchavli Village as

Quarrying Continues Unabated

AENISE & Rgae Mg # T IR T § g AR FAwen
oTs
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clearance had been grant-
ed for operations in four
hectares, satellite imagery
showed that it covered 9.88
hectares. The PIL stated
that this made the area vul-
nerable to erosion and
“the entire village suscepti-
ble to landslides while
causing extremely high air
and water pollution”.

In a subsequent order,
the High Court directed
that the stay order by the
tehsildar continue and that
the matter be probed. This
month, the Thane Collec-
tor submitted an affidavit
in the court stating that the
firm had mined beyond its
licence. For this, the State
government levied penal-
ties and a fine of over 3180
crore on the firm.

Despite the court order,
when The Hindu visited
the village in December
last year, the sound of
stones being crushed and
the sight of trucks tran-
sporting them continued.

LINKTO FULL STORY
» https://bit.ly/3DY3Y8V

Road, Gorakhpur
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e Soni Varku Warghada, 55, remembers the day in 2007 when she saw the first trucks
enter Koparyachiwadi hamlet in Chinchavli village, Thane district, Maharashtra.

|l g% IRETST, 55, T 2007 &7 T &l Ire § ST 3wgiol fRraaelt e, s &y,
FAERTSE H FIRAIRAGTE AAC & Tgoll R gl &l 3T ST

e “We had never seen such heavy vehicles. Around 25 to 30 men got out of the vehicles
and then entered the forest. Some of them took out large blades (tree cutters) and axes,”
Soni recalls.

“F ol UL HIY a1t A6t S Af| SRTET 25 / 30 ANT AgAT ¥ 3R 3R Y SeTed
# gH AT| 37 ¥ FS A9 o g3 S5 (U5 FIEA drad INIR) 3R Fogrdr fAenren,”
A TIg FIA

e Within a year, she says, the forest cover around the village was cleared and levelling of
the Chanderi Dhar hill began.

9% Fedl ¢ [ T Tl & iR, T & MU & Sierel $T 3MaR0T g fear ar 3R
TR 4R 9RTE 1 FHTNHROT Y& &1 7|

o “By 2010, rocks were blasted and cut. A big machine began to crush the stones,” she
says.
“2010 deh, Tl T 33T 3R FIeT AT Tk 31 FMA o TR T Felelell YEF FT
fear,” a8 s gl

e A member of the Thakar tribe, which worships the forest as its nurturing mother, Soni
says the experience was traumatic.

BT STl Sl Ueh HEET, Sl SiTel I 3Tl Ulelelg AT & & H Yol A g, Wt
FE & b TE IIHIT SET FSCHNT AT|

o Residents say the forest earlier provided the population of about 2,000 food and
livelihood, but they could no longer depend on it.

ATt &7 Fgar § o Ugel STerel 9T 2,000 I STTHEAT T HialaT 31T 3mehfasnr
YETeT ST T, oifdhel 3 9 30 W X 18T @ Fdl

e They claim quarrying has affected their health, depleted natural resources, and upset
biodiversity.

3eTohT Shgell ¢ foh Welel o 3ofeh TARLT WX THIG STl ¢, Wipfaed HHTAT I Ted fohar
g, 3R Stafafaerar w1 g qgtueu gl

e In 2015, Laxmi Stone Industries was granted a quarry lease for five years for
extraction and sale of stone and earth across four hectares.

2015 #, a&H! T 33ENT F IR gFC; 8T H TR 3R A feprelat 3R St &
T aTor AT FT @ UeT Yer fhar I o)
e This was renewed for five years in 2019.

SH 2019 H 9T Il o folT FAdIAnoT fohaT 13|

e However, officials from the Forest Department say the company had never sought
permission to start stone quarrying.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

glelifeh, get fastmer & fRARIRGT T Fgel § & Fuelt o FH3f TR @oel Y& FA &
forw sregafer g1 AR o)
e The company did not respond to requests for comment.

AT o feoqoll & faw 3eqiet &1 Sare w81 &

Health Trouble
TATEeY Y gHEAT

e Soni’s son, Bhaskar Warghada, 30, points to a well in the hamlet and says, “We
stopped drawing water from here since the quarrying began. Many fell sick drinking
water from it in the initial years.”

Wl F 92, HEHT TRETST, 30 o FAAIC H Th FU A 3N SART HIA §T Hel, ‘G
TET A A fARrerT I ¥ de R T Sfd & Telel YEF §IT| FY WT Gg ant A
Y 9T fiT dAR g )’

o “Within a year, the water bodies started releasing a strong stench, and many felt
nausea, dizziness, uneasiness, and breathing difficulties.”

“Teh Aol & IR, FTART § Teh ool el 3o oall, iR S Al 1 3, T
37T, 3rHEdT 3N W At 7 FHom$ 7gqy gt sl

o Bhaskar claims the quarrying company was releasing untreated effluents into the
Ulhas river, which flows through the hamlet and supplies drinking water to over three
million people in Badlapur and Thane.

HIEHT & gall ¢ o Gelel hdell HIRSHA IS Iegra 7dr A 5g7 W@ A, S gHele
¥ g Foct & 3N agenyy 3R ot 7 e @Afowe @ s el Fr I # ool
MYf & Bl

e His son, who is about a year-and-a-half old, has remained unwell since he was born.
3Rl ST, Sl STHIT 3 HNel 1§, STed o qe § & IHEaey ol g3 B

o For over 35 years, Dr. Vivek Eknath Redkar has been working closely with people
exposed to quarrying dust and published research papers on the ill-effects of mining
dust on human health.

35 qut &, 1. faa® vaary WEHE AT YT F UG H 3T 60 & WY FAA F A
@ & 3N AT FERT WEAT Y & UATE M 9F JHfAd F g g

e “ltis government norm to appoint permanent healthcare practitioners and set up a
medical facility in mining and quarrying areas to regularly check on the health of
people,” he says.

“UE PN AWTH ¢ [ @eter 3N @eter 841 7 TRl Tareegsalt gea fFu e 3k
T fafecar giaur T fd i e arfe et & Fareeg & @A S e dJ@,”
I FEd ¢
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Village struggles
AT 6T FiSaAT

e Social worker Dhanaji Irmali, 42, says none of the residents were consulted before the
stone quarry work began.

AT FrdehdT UaTsll AT, 42, Fgd § o MIATT{A ¥ G Tofel FA YE glot
T UgS s WAL FAdl forar /= 27|

e Laxmi Stone Industries is owned by Vishvanath Ramchandra Panvelkar, a familiar
name in Thane and Badlapur as the Panvelkar Group is known for real estate projects.

TeH! T FIEEIS & Alfoleh faeaalry [@rdy Gaere &, ST 310 AR seelqy # STle-Ale
ATH § Fifh e 9 NIl T Wioleded & T S S g

e The tehsildar, gram panchayat, and Collector granted him permission to set up a
stone-crushing unit and make ready-mix concrete.

dedieeR, AT 99 3R FaFet o 3¢ TR dIs T TIT TATAT AT 3R E)-
fAeg sehic sa= $r regafa &

e In 2019 and 2023, the members of the gram panchayat opposed the decision and
permission granted by two consecutive sarpanches for the stone quarry to operate.
2019 3R 2023 A, IMA YA™AT & HEEAT A &I SRNAR I GaRT X Wl &

el & o & 18 egAfa @1 fay faam

e Gram panchayat member and Dhanaji’'s wife, Usha Dhanaji Irmali, 39, says the
villagers wrote to former Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, the District Collector, State
Environment Department, and Governor.

TAH TIRIT TeET 3R GTe 6T Ucadl, 3T UaATs SATN, 39, Fedl & & Ingarfadr o
@ AEgHd wFwara R, Bren Foaey, e wafaver femr, 3R asare w1 97 o

e The villagers claim they then started receiving threats from the quarry owner.
IadTel EaT A & [ 306 Weld Alfae ¥ YAfRAT Ferer o9fi|

e This year, the village was to get its first water tank for a central supply, but the work
abruptly stopped, and they say Panvelkar is responsible for it.

$H HTel, 3T AT a1 YT & T ggelr it S TAS arelr T, dlfehel SIH 37eITeTeh
Th AT 3R 3AHT Fgall § T Tada 30 [T AR &1

o Panvelkar has released a series of videos on YouTube rubbishing the allegations. He
was not available for comment.

ﬁwﬁwwmﬁwmmyﬁmm%%la@waﬁax

as &

T 3uersyr A8 |

Court rulings
TITAT & 3Teer

e OnJuly 8, 2024, Ambernath tehsildar Prashanti Mane issued a notice to Panvelkar
to stop quarrying in the village citing health hazards.
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8 1§ 2024 T LAY TeHITGR TNl AT A TAAHT HT AT H Gelel ¢ Hlel FI
Aifew I forar, fSwe Taees @aRT &1 garer &ar |

e |t warned that the company’s licence would be revoked. Mane was transferred soon
after the notice was issued.

HHA Adrae & IS N fF FUA F ShT e W AT Swen| Afew I @ &

91 ATt &1 ddTGel Y f&ar I

e In 2022, areply to an RTI query by activist-environmentalist Nandakumar Waman
Pawar revealed that stone quarrying was being done in the Matheran Eco-Sensitive
Zone (MESZ).

2022 #, HishIT-9LTERUTdE AGHAR IHA YaR ORI Teh RTI FalA o Sidd 7 Ig
GeITaT 837 & IR Tefol AT geh-AfAfed sie (MESZ) # R ST et ol

e Matheran is a hill station near Mumbai where motor vehicles are banned.
AT U ool VU ¢ S Hag & I1e FUa § SI81 A argel giaaiead g

e As per the Supreme Court notification dated February 4, 2003, any quarrying within
the MESZ is prohibited under the Environment Protection Act, 1986.

4 BT 2003 HT FHH FIE F AfeRpFAT & AR, MESZ & e 1S 81 Taael
gatavor §XaTor Irfafawer, 1986 & dga gfasted gl

e The RTI response also revealed that the quarry site was located inside the buffer zone
of the MESZ, which includes a part of Chinchavali village, as per the zonal master plan
prepared by the Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority in 1987.

RTI & Sfatel # 7§ 8 Gordm g3 o Tare TIoT MESZ & T ST o HieX Fed
o1, fored fRaael g &1 ve e anfAe B, s & H{ag Adaifaes doer sqaeie

FYTRE GaRT 1987 F dIR fhT 91T Selel AR Tlld H G2ATAT I1T ¢

e On September 4, 2024, a public interest litigation (PIL) plea was filed in the Bombay
High Court claiming that though the mining lease and environment clearance had been
granted for operations in four hectares, satellite imagery showed that it covered 9.88
hectares.

4 G 2024 1 {EE Io9 FAATIT A Toh Alwfed 1A+ (PIL) SRR &1 18, forasd
I gTar fRar arm & glefifeh @efel Ueer 3R TR0l Aol IR gedX & HdTolel &
ﬁv&rm—éa,aﬁmmﬁﬁﬁugwwﬁ;ugg.ssmﬁﬁngml

e The PIL stated that this made the area vulnerable to erosion and “the entire village
susceptible to landslides while causing extremely high air and water pollution”.

PILH Ig &gl 9141 [ 8T &7 &erd & fau Hagetelier g1 arar 3R @ 9Ma {EEel

& forT Haeerier g1 a3, STafh 3rcaftis 3oa ag AR ST JgWor 3cuee 81 e g 1"
e In a subsequent order, the High Court directed that the stay order by the tehsildar
continue and that the matter be probed.

T& subsequent AT H, 3T FARTET o fAder 6Am for dgiiegR carT S F2ere
37T SIRY @ 3R 39 A i S H 0|

e This month, the Thane Collector submitted an affidavit in the court stating that the firm
had mined beyond its licence.
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3 HQIe, 310 FelFed o 3fcTeld H Uh AthallAT GEdd fohar, fSasd ag @ver mar f&
HH o T ASHT I e Gedel fohaT AT

e For this, the State government levied penalties and a fine of over 180 crore on the
firm.

58 [T, AT TFR A B W FATT 3R 180 FAT A ™ &l SATAT @1

o Despite the court order, when The Hindu visited the village in December last year, the
sound of stones being crushed and the sight of trucks transporting them continued.

e & IS & Tag, 99 & B oo e Rwew 7 aig @ ah famar, ar
TRl & ol T 3areT 3R 3e¢ IRage el alel gehl ol T2 ST AT
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From a frozen

mass to climate
crisis: mapping
earth’s journey

Historian Peter Frankopan speaking at The Hindu Lit for
Life event in Chennai on Saturday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

GS Paper I: Geography
IGS Paper llIl: Environment

Historian Peter Frankopan began his talk at The
Hindu Lit for Life by showing the image of a gray
celestial body and asking the audience to identify
it. “Moon,” came the answer. But Mr. Frankopan,
amused, said, “No, that’s the frozen earth.” And
with that, he launched into his exploration of The
Earth Transformed, taking the audience from a
lifeless planet to the world that set the stage for
civilisation.

Mr. Frankopan highlighted how natural forces,
such as monsoons and mountains, have in-
fluenced trade, agriculture, and settlement pat-
terns. He discussed the effect of the Rocky Moun-
tains on rainfall in North America and the role of
the Himalayas in shaping Indian rivers and farm-
lands. Such geographical features, shaped mil-
lions of years ago, continue to dictate global cli-
mate and human activity, he said.

Mr. Frankopan delved into the rise of early ci-
vilisations, explaining how geography and re-
sources spurred the growth of cities near rivers
such as the Indus, Nile and the Yellow River.
These settlements developed sanitation systems,
hierarchies and governance. He stressed how hu-
mans have always sought to manage natural chal-
lenges, with early societies relying on religion and
rituals to explain and adapt to the environment.

Moving to the 20th century, decisions made in
response to climatic and environmental challeng-
es often exacerbated those challenges, he said.
For instance, the Bengal famine of the 1940s saw
grain being exported even as people starved.
These decisions show the consequences of hu-
man choices during crises and remind us that un-
derstanding the broader context of climate and
environmental changes is important, he added.

Drawing a connection between the rise of em-
pires, such as the Cholas and the Vikings, and cli-
mate stability, Mr. Frankopan noted how the cur-
rent climate crisis exacerbates social inequalities,
particularly in regions such as South Asia, where
air quality and water scarcity are severe.

Linking the past to the present, Mr. Frankopan
reflected on how climate change and resource
distribution remain central to global challenges.
He said that the work done today, from address-
ing air quality in cities such as Chennai to res-
ponding to climate change globally, can set the
stage for a more sustainable future.

The renewable energy transition, if managed
correctly, could help us stay within ecological li-
mits, as our current trajectory could lead to dire
consequences.

“It’s about changing the structure of the world
around us, trying to improve where we are, trying
to live within our ecological limits rather than
push them too far,” he said.

Website: patrioticias.in
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From a frozen mass to climate crisis: mapping
earth’s journey

UF qhid I { FAGg FHe ah: gLl Sy I F
CICISEL)

o Historian Peter Frankopan began his talk at The Hindu Lit for Life by
showing the image of a gray celestial body and asking the audience to
identify it.

sfagraeR fieX S & & /85 fole Biv A% A9l a1 QEAT Th
I el U & ol @ &1 3R g2l & 38 Jgaeia & folv HeTl

“Moon,” came the answer. But Mr. Frankopan, amused, said, “No, that’s
the frozen earth.”

"Tig," STaTe 3T AfheT A7 Shepraret, &6 7 e €, "ET, 98 ahfen qedT
gl

o With that, he launched into his exploration of The Earth Transformed,
taking the audience from a lifeless planet to the world that set the stage for
civilization.

SHG WY, 3611 & e ZrapiFs S AU @ieT & BT A, [ gefent
& T fAsiia I8 @ 37 gfadr dw o T o wegar v alg @

e Mr. Frankopan highlighted how natural forces, such as monsoons and
mountains, have influenced trade, agriculture, and settlement patterns.

AT hepIaTe & Tg J@ifehel fohar o Tipfas Fat S ATeqe 3R 9grst o
SR, HY AR @l & Yoot & F@ genfad famam

e He discussed the effect of the Rocky Mountains on rainfall in North
America and the role of the Himalayas in shaping Indian rivers and
farmlands.

3egiot AT Taal & T IR 3 FANFTH a1 W 3R RaverT v s{ffvemr
TR T A, S AR AT R Y afd A 3R o &l

e Such geographical features, shaped millions of years ago, continue to
dictate global climate and human activity, he said.

o o RAward, St orEl I gger 3R o 918, 3meT & dfRaw
STeary 3R AT fafafedt & FuiRa #ch 8, 3egia e
e Mr. Frankopan delved into the rise of early civilizations, explaining how

geography and resources spurred the growth of cities near rivers such as the
Indus, Nile, and the Yellow River.

A hepareT F YRIAS ITaid & 367 & s ¥ R [Far, g8 saa
gV o splter 3R wamerat o Ry, ofrer 3 e a1y SRl A1fe At & o et
F g = & 9T
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e These settlements developed sanitation systems, hierarchies, and governance.
5o Sl o Taeear yonferl, et 3N amwer yonferai i i

o He stressed how humans have always sought to manage natural challenges, with early
societies relying on religion and rituals to explain and adapt to the environment.

3eglal Ig SR fear foh ATsy gARM Wihfash AT T YT tal T iR e
W@ 8, IRIAS Farsl o 43t 3R Agearel ) AR fhar drfer & g2ia)or &l #sT
AR 3TA 3Tkl FT Teohl

e Moving to the 20th century, decisions made in response to climatic and environmental
challenges often exacerbated those challenges, he said.

204t Y 1 R Fed g, AN AT A Fgl & Sferarg R Aol Al &
Stard & fohw 10 fooier seraR 3o glfadt & 3R Fer & A

e Forinstance, the Bengal famine of the 1940s saw grain being exported even as people
starved.

3EIEI0T & al U, 1940 & SUF A F9Mel FT HFTA & 3Tl &l ATd fhar ST @r o1
Stafer T o@ & A @

e These decisions show the consequences of human choices during crises and remind us
that understanding the broader context of climate and environmental changes is
important, he added.

¥ Ao e & T AT RAheat & aRumaAT & gefid € 3 g e o & &
Srerarg 3N gafavoir afadel & camae Hesl S FHST Hecdqul &, 3eeial sl

e Drawing a connection between the rise of empires, such as the Cholas and the Vikings,
and climate stability, Mr. Frankopan noted how the current climate crisis exacerbates
social inequalities, particularly in regions such as South Asia, where air quality and
water scarcity are severe.

well 3R Rffw S8 aErsat & Scure AR Seary ReRar S dg |9y Sisd ge, A
ShepIdTeT o1 Ig YWiTehe ohaT o A AT SToldrg Hehe ATATIOTh TFHATAASIN T
erdar &, fadrwey gfator el S &1 A, STeT ary JporaTr 3N Ser Y FAT 7R

o Linking the past to the present, Mr. Frankopan reflected on how climate change and
resource distribution remain central to global challenges.

3 T g F SIS gU, A et o f3UR fFar 6 4 Seary aRade 3k
FaTel F1 Reor dRaw geifaat & Fg F 9o @ B
e He said that the work done today, from addressing air quality in cities such as Chennai

to responding to climate change globally, can set the stage for a more sustainable
future.

3egiel el [ 3reT St A T o @ 8, 519 f Seets S el A g poraen
JURAT 3R ARGH TR W Feary qRacl I JHEoll H:AT, 98 Toh 38 ez
wiasy & g @ gHa §

e Therenewable energy transition, if managed correctly, could help us stay within
ecological limits, as our current trajectory could lead to dire consequences.

ANFONT FAT WHAT, I o I T vefaa far e, O g5 aRfeafadr
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@3t & MR | H Ace T ordr &, I AR dadAT feom ek gRomAt &
HROT §oT Fohell &

o “It's about changing the structure of the world around us, trying to improve where we are,
trying to live within our ecological limits rather than push them too far,” he said.

“Tg FAR IRT A T gferar 1 T=l 1 dceld & aR A §, S8l 67 8, 981 GURA
Fr ;rfrer e, ik aRfEuafada St s o T S FRT F&T1, 99 5596
foh &8 3e¢ 9gd Y % FeT &," Segiat el

Doctors transport brain-dead
man’s heart in 13 minutes

|GS Paper lll: S&T |

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

Two green corridors were
created on the Metro line
and the Outer Ring Road
(ORR) in Hyderabad on Fri-
day to rush organs taken
from a 34-year-old brain-
dead man to recipients in
different hospitals.

Malga Naveen had met
with an accident and was
taken to a private hospital
in Hyderabad. Despite
medical teams’ efforts, his
condition worsened and
the doctors declared him
brain-dead on Friday. Sub-
sequently, his family con-
sented to donate his or-
gans.

The Green Corridor on

Ateam transporting the harvested heart in a Hyderabad Metro train
on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the Metro line facilitating
the transportation of Na-
veen’s heart to Gleneagles
Hospital at Lakdikapul. A
distance of 13 km was co-
vered in 13 minutes across
13 stations. Hyderabad Me-
tro Rail, L&T Metro Rail
Hyderabad Limited, hospi-
tal managements and the

doctors worked together.
Simultaneously, another
team transported Naveen’s
lungs to the Yashoda Hos-
pital in Hitec City via the
Green Corridor on the
ORR. The 39-minute jour-
ney began at 9.45 p.m. and
the team reached their
destination by 10.24 p.m.

+ Doctors transport brain-

dead man’s heart in 13
minutes

cafed &1 f&ar 13 @A=e
H agar

¢ Two green corridors were created
on the Metro line and the Outer Ring
Road (ORR) in Hyderabad on Friday
to rush organs taken from a 34-year-

old brain-dead man to recipients in
different hospitals.

PeTETE F AR A &t AT FINEK
FATT T &, Th Al asd W 3R T
I3 R VT (ORR) I, d1f 34
iy 39-35 =afFa o T arw 3@

1 fafdiest 3rFqarel & Jreashdiai d <frer Jgarar S A |

« Malga Naveen had met with an accident and was taken to a private hospital in
Hyderabad. Despite medical teams’ efforts, his condition worsened, and the doctors
declared him brain-dead on Friday.

HeraT AdieT T TFAIST 3T AT 3N 3¢ Farang o U foAoh 3reqcrer & o7cff v s
g7 Rfhcds SAT & YA & dds]g, 3Tl gleld 9978 718 3R YhaR &l 3¢ A1-35
ad fRar ar=m|
e Subsequently, his family consented to donate his organs.

g% 91, 3% IRAR o 37 39T &l el HI TgATT ol

e The Green Corridor on the Metro line facilitated the transportation of Naveen’s heart
to Gleneagles Hospital at Lakdikapul. A distance of 13 km was covered in 13 minutes
across 13 stations.
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ALY ABA W M FINER o AT F1 el Teliadarey IETATS FFHIEIY & TgAT H
Feg $11 13 Fratee 1 gt 13 et 7 13 Rt & &g a7 i 718

e Hyderabad Metro Rail, L&T Metro Rail Hyderabad Limited, hospital managements,
and the doctors worked together.

TeETg AL WA, L&T A ¥ gemarg fafdes, sreadrer yeerer 3R siaedi o fAeew
1A R

e Simultaneously, another team transported Naveen’s lungs to Yashoda Hospital in
Hitec City via the Green Corridor on the ORR.

AT &Y, Ueh 3T &1 A dieT & Hhs Ff JAET JEIAT gI5ed &l A ORR W WA
HIRSR & AT F g

e The 39-minute journey began at 9:45 p.m. and the team reached their destination by
10:24 p.m.

39 fAeTe T I 9:45 99t T A YE &5 AR AF 10:24 9t T 391 Ided W IgT|
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A faunal survey in the Mun-
nar Wildlife Division has
led to the addition of 24
new species of birds, but-
terflies, and odonates to its
checklist.

The exercise, underta-
ken by the Forest Depart-
ment in association with
the Travancore Nature His-
tory Society, simultaneous-
ly surveyed the Mathiket-
tan Shola National Park
(MSNP), Pambadum Shola
National Park (PSNP), Ana-
mudi Shola National Park
(ANP), Kurinjimala Wildlife
Sanctuary (KWLS), Eravik-
ulam National Park (ENP),
and Chinnar Wildlife Sanc-
tuary (CWLS) from January
8 to 12. The area, lying bet-
ween 500 and 2,800
metres in elevation, was
surveyed by 21 teams com-
prising 78 delegates.

A total of 217 species of
birds were documented

Survey adds 24 new species to Munnar’s faunal stock

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticl AS

Anamalai Sholakili. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

during the survey, includ-
ing 11 new species, thereby
increasing the bird popula-
tion in the Munnar Wildlife
Division to 258. The addi-
tions include the Brown
Hawk Owl, Barred Button-
quail, Spotted Owlet, Mot-
tled Wood Owl, Baya Weav-
er, Red Munia (Red
Avadavat), Richard’s Pipit,
Jerdon’s Bushlark, Golden-
Headed Cisticola, Large
Grey Babbler, and Chest-
nut-Bellied Nuthatch.

Other notable species
spotted included the Nilgi-
ri Wood Pigeon, Mountain
Imperial Pigeon, Great
Eared Nightjar, Steppe Ea-
gle, Bonelli’s Eagle, Monta-
gu’s Harrier, Eurasian
Sparrow Hawk, Lesser Fish
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon,
Indian Eagle Owl, Spot-bel-
lied Eagle Owl, Indian Grey
Hornbill, and Blue-eared
Kingfisher.

The MSNP recorded 84
species, PSNP recorded 72,

ANP 53, KWLS 68, ENP 115,
and CWLS 173 species.

8 new butterfly species
Munnar continues to be
home to several species of
butterflies with 166 species
recorded, including eight
new records, bringing the
checklist to 246 species.
The highest number of but-
terflies was recorded at
Chinnar with 148 species,
followed by Eravikulam (79
species), and Mathikettan
Shola (57 species).
Endemic butterflies
such as the Red-disc Bush-
brown, Palni Bush-Brown,
Palni Fritillary, Palni four-
ring, Nilgiri four-ring, Nilgi-
ri Clouded Yellow, and Nil-
giri Tiger were observed.
Grass Jewel, the smallest
butterfly in the State, was
abundant at Chinnar. The
largest Indian butterfly, the
Southern Birdwing, was al-
so recorded in most of the
camps. As many as 33 spe-
cies were observed, des-

HAR & Sia-siqait 1 gt & 24 75 goniaar st 1§

o Afaunal survey in the Munnar Wildlife Division has led to the addition of 24 new
species of birds, butterflies, and odonates to its checkilist.

HAR qegoila Gor A {0 970 Sitg wdfaror & sash el & 24 9§ wenfadl sis #
HAcg, el oereT uel, faafer 3k 3Ewew afda gl

e The exercise was undertaken by the Forest Department in association with the
Travancore Nature History Society, simultaneously surveying the Mathikettan Shola
National Park (MSNP), Pambadum Shola National Park (PSNP), Anamudi Shola
National Park (ANP), Kurinjimala Wildlife Sanctuary (KWLS), Eravikulam National

Park (ENP), and Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary (CWLS) from January 8 to 12.

ds 24 new species to Munnar’s faunal stock

pite the cold weather pre-
vailing in the region. With
an addition of five new re-
cords, the total number of
odonates in Munnar has in-
creased to 58 species.

Five relatively common
odonates of lower eleva-
tions, which were pre-
viously unrecorded in
Munnar, were also report-
ed. These include Cratilla
lineata calverti (Forster,
1903), Macrodiplax cora
(Kaup in Brauer, 1867), Pal-
popleura sexmaculata (Fa-
bricius, 1787), Tholymis til-
larga (Fabricius, 1798), and
Lestes elatus Hagen in Se-
lys, 1862.

In addition to these, the
researchers documented
mammals such as the Nilgi-
ri tahrs, tigers, leopards,
Nilgiri martens, gaurs, ele-
phants and 12 species of
reptiles and amphibians.
The survey was formally
launched by Harikrishnan
KV., Wildlife Warden,
Munnar Wildlife Division.

Ig HI ad fAHRT A TravreR AR RED asdt & Ty fAes o, 3R 8 Saad |
12 SreradY e Af¥Fges Aler TSAT 3T (MSNP), Ta1gH el TSET 3T
(PSNP), AT o TG 3T (ANP), FRIGATAT Fegsiia FsARTT (KWLS),
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Tfdgasd T A (ENP), 3R e aeaslla 38ramos (CWLS) T o
e

e The area, lying between 500 and 2,800 meters in elevation, was surveyed by 21 teams
comprising 78 delegates.

g &1 500 / 2,800 X &1 Fa1$ W Bya & 3R suehr wdaor 21 &=t ganrr fhar
T o, forae 78 wfafafer enfaer

o Atotal of 217 species of birds were documented during the survey, including 11 new
species, thereby increasing the bird population in the Munnar Wildlife Division to 258.

FeToT & SNTeT For 217 qfRra} Hr ot cEardshgd H 778, et 11 7§ Fonfaar
A g, T AR qedoita GoImT H ieTdi &l H&d1 gt 258 & 15|

e The additions include the Brown Hawk Owl, Barred Buttonquail, Spotted Owlet,
Mottled Wood Owl, Baya Weaver, Red Munia (Red Avadavat), Richard’s Pipit,

Jerdon’s Bushlark, Golden-Headed Cisticola, Large Grey Babbler, and Chestnut-
Bellied Nuthatch.

el FoTfadl 7§13 §1F 3ee], 915 TETFAd, FIICS AT3AC, Alces 5 Ioe], AT
daT, 33 Afaar 33 sraeaq), Rasw e, ssa 1 oo, Mesa-333 R, aer
¥ AR, 3R reste-dea 7T anfAe g

o Other notable species spotted included the Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, Mountain Imperial
Pigeon, Great Eared Nightjar, Steppe Eagle, Bonelli’s Eagle, Montagu’s Harrier,
Eurasian Sparrow Hawk, Lesser Fish Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Indian Eagle Owl,
Spot-bellied Eagle Owl, Indian Grey Hornbill, and Blue-eared Kingfisher.

e AgcaquT YTl foleteht qar <rell, 304 dAefadt g3 Reer, aseesr sfiftae Rer,
AT §7§ AFTIAN, VY &1, Avelt 1 &arer, wilen) #1 3R, R 2R g, e
feer Sorer, Wi Grewet, 39 $ora 3oq, Tle-dodll $arer 3oe, 3391 A gheifa,
3N s-$98 fraTiper anfrer €

e The MSNP recorded 84 species, PSNP recorded 72, ANP recorded 53, KWLS
recorded 68, ENP recorded 115, and CWLS recorded 173 species.
MSNP 37 84 gTfadr Repis &1, PSNP & 72 wsifadt, ANP o 53 Yeifadr, KWLS =¥ 68

gerfadr, ENP & 115 Sifadr, 3 CWLS o 173 gatfadl Rers $iT)

e Munnar continues to be home to several species of butterflies with 166 species
recorded, including eight new records, bringing the checklist to 246 species.

HAR # &g g & fadaferar arg smelr €, 3R 166 genfaat Rafs i a8, St e
a5 1S enffer &, fored gl & et 246 wanfaai g a1$|

e The highest number of butterflies was recorded at Chinnar with 148 species, followed
by Eravikulam (79 species), and Mathikettan Shola (57 species).

faforl i we@ 3iftes Fear Rear 7 148 yenfaat Rl H1 718, sHa ¢ wifdgad
(79 genfaT) 3R #AfAFees ot (57 gonfad) F1 T g

o Endemic butterflies such as the Red-disc Bushbrown, Palni Bush-Brown, Palni
Fritillary, Palni fourring, Nilgiri four-ring, Nilgiri Clouded Yellow, and Nilgiri Tiger
were observed.
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T faafordt 7 B-Bew quamss, arerelt gu-am3d, areeh fefeerd, et SRR,
Aafd eR-Rer, Aafad Foasss a0, iAol agR e 73

e Grass Jewel, the smallest butterfly in the State, was abundant at Chinnar.
T # Fa@ oI fAdel I S4e Rear 7 g A1 7 a8 718

e The largest Indian butterfly, the Southern Birdwing, was also recorded in most of the
camps.

RT T gaF T el a3y« I3 off 3 RS & Rers ¥ 7135

e As many as 33 species were observed, despite the cold weather prevailing in the
region.
33 yaATfaal & TS, gTelifeh & & ds1 AlgH |

« With an addition of five new records, the total number of odonates in Munnar has
increased to 58 species.

ufe 7§ RelS et & AT, AR 7 M $ Fol TEAT 58 Feitedi @ TE
e Five relatively common odonates of lower elevations, which were previously

unrecorded in Munnar, were also reported. These include Cratilla lineata calverti,
Macrodiplax cora, Palpopleura sexmaculata, Tholymis tillarga, and Lestes elatus.

HARX H ugel Repls g1 dr 18 frwrelt Fam$ aret oiwr AeAer sy o RO fave
IT| 344 Cratilla lineata calverti, Macrodiplax cora, Palpopleura sexmaculata,

Tholymis tillarga, 31X Lestes elatus 2nfAe gl

e In addition to these, the researchers documented mammals such as the Nilgiri tahrs,
tigers, leopards, Nilgiri martens, gaurs, elephants and 12 species of reptiles and
amphibians.

eTeh 3TCTTal, A3l o Fer Yy dre, &, dqu, fafid adew, ok, gredt 3k 12
yonferat 3sert 3 Tyl At excardshpd il

e The survey was formally launched by Harikrishnan K.V., Wildlife Warden, Munnar
Wildlife Division.

qdeTor &1 Taier e gRFsora F.41., gegsllg A, AR Feqoita T SarT
CAEIEY
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Shah, Naidu to take part in NDRF
Raising Day celebrations today

GS Paper lll: Disaster
Management

IJATAWADIA

The 10th battalion of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) will cele-
brate the 20th Raising Day
on its premises at Konda-
pavuluru in Gannavaram
mandal of Krishna district,
Andhra Pradesh, on Sun-
day. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is participating
in the event as the chief
guest and Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu will
be the guest of honour.

Addressing mediaper-
sons on Saturday, Piyush
Anand, Director General of
the NDRF, said it was an oc-
casion to rededicate to en-
sure zero casualties in dis-
asters in close
coordination with States
and Union Territories.

The NDRF came into ex-
istence on January 19,

2006 after the enactment
of the Disaster Manage-
ment Act of 2005. It started
with eight battalions and
the number increased to
16. It was present at 68 lo-
cations, including 28 Re-
gional Response Centres
and 24 Tactical Pre-Posi-
tioning Locations.

Each NDRF battalion
had 18 specialised Search
and Rescue teams consist-
ing of specialists like engi-
neers, technicians, electri-
cians, medical,
paramedical personnel,
and dog squads. The sanc-
tioned strength was 18,556.

Key tasks

Mr. Anand said the NDRF
was mandated to deal with
all natural and man-made
disasters except fires. It
would conduct collapsed
structure search and res-
cue during earthquakes,

undertake rescue in build-
ing collapses and land-
slides, floods and incidents
of boat capsize, and tackle
chemical, biological, radio-
logical and  nuclear
contingencies.

Controlling forest fires
was assigned to it in 2022,
for which three teams were
formed on a pilot basis.
One team each was posi-
tioned in Uttarakhand, As-
sam, and Andhra Pradesh.

The NDRF conducted
more than 12,000 opera-
tions, rescued more than 1.
58 lakh persons and evac-
uated more than 8.50 lakh
persons during various dis-
asters. It also organised
more than 13,000 com-
munity awareness pro-
grammes and about 8,000
school safety programmes,
benefiting more than 93
lakh students and adults,
Mr. Anand said.

Shah, Naidu to take
part in NDRF
Raising Day
celebrations today

ATE, ATAZ TSI
TAS3ReE IS 8
ARG & AT o9t

The 10th battalion of
the National Disaster
Response Force
(NDRF) will celebrate
its 20th Raising Day at
Kondapavuluru in
Gannavaram Mandal,
Krishna District,
Andhra Pradesh, on
Sunday.

SeeTer f3amey REu=w
B (TASIHRUE) Y

104t Ferfager 3r9=T 2081 WS 3 FISIGT, TeeAaH HAsel, Fwom e,
3T y&er # AR I AATCA

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah is the chief guest, and Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu will be the guest of honour.

Far g 7ol AT e AT AR g 3R FEHE v, dgare ATy EEATTd
ffafar gl
e The occasion is a rededication to ensure zero casualties in disasters in close
coordination with States and Union Territories.

Ig Ueh Gel: WHYOT § cllfeh GHEAIH & qrd gaTed Giaiead a1 ST &b, 3R Ig TsF
AR Fg wfRa vt & Ay FAS FHGT F FAr Feem|

e NDRF was formed on January 19, 2006, after the enactment of the Disaster
Management Act of 2005.

TASI3RUE T TS 19 STTa{ 2006 ! AT9ST Jaer JA™RIA 2005 & are fHar r=r

ar|
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o Initially, NDRF started with eight battalions; the number increased to 16.
YR H, TASIINUS TS qerfagal & ad Y& g3 AT; TEAT T 16 8T TS|

o NDREF is present at 68 locations, including 28 Regional Response Centres and 24
Tactical Pre-Positioning Locations.

TASIRUS 68 T W Hlg g, forest 28 e wfafkar ¥ 3k 24 wfs g@-Reufar
AT A B

e Each battalion has 18 specialised Search and Rescue teams consisting of specialists
like engineers, technicians, electricians, medical, paramedical personnel, and dog
squads.

g% JelfadsT & 18 Ay @er 3R Tamd A7 adr &, ows seifa, aw=fa,
saFdfae, frcas, f-alswa s s fr oy anfdre g &)

e The sanctioned strength of NDRF is 18,556.
TASIHRUG I Felid AT 18,556 ¢

« NDRF handles all natural and man-made disasters except fires.
TASIRUT AT &1 BIsH Ff Wihfaier 3N Ag AT 3muensit & fagear gl

e Tasks include collapsed structure search, earthquake rescues, building collapses,
landslides, floods, and boat capsize incidents.

Sl F AT FAAT BT, T q91E, SART g, F@ e, 916, N a1a gerest Ay
AT A |

 NDRF was tasked with controlling forest fires in 2022, and three teams were formed as
a pilot in Uttarakhand, Assam, and Andhra Pradesh.

UASIRUE &l 2022 H T RN 9T AIFUT aay T 1 FIUT -7 207, 311 3a0ds,
A, 3R 3T g a HA T AT 1 I fhar AT am)|

o NDRF has conducted 12,000 operations, rescued 1.58 lakh persons, and evacuated
8.50 lakh persons during various disasters.

TASIRUE o 12,000 ATIAH FT g, 1.58 oG Afaaar & s=rar g, 3R [
3Mer3it & g 8.50 o cIfadal & fFerrem gl

o NDRF has also organised 13,000 community awareness programmes and about
8,000 school safety programmes, benefiting more than 93 lakh students and adults.

TASIARUG o 13,000 WRAGTRS SRRl HIAHHA 3R 918797 8,000 Tohel FI&T HIAHA
IS T &, 18 93 or@ & 3170k BTt AR qITh! 1 oMo g3 &
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RNA, not DNA, is the main cause of acute sunburn

|GS Paper IlI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau

Over the years, we have
been told that sunburn
damages the DNA leading
to cell death and inflamma-
tion. However, a new study
conducted on mice as well
as human skin cells has
found that is not the full
truth. The researchers
found that instead of the
DNA, the acute effects of
sunburn were actually
caused due to damage to
the RNA. The objective of

RNA

the study was to describe
the impact of UV radiation
on the skin and what caus-
es this damage. The re-
searchers found the same
skin response to UV radia-
tion exists in both mice
and human cells. The re-
sults of the study were pu-
blished in the journal Mo-
lecular Cell.

mRNA damage triggers
a response in ribosomes
(protein complexes that
“read” the mRNA to syn-
thesise protein), orches-

trated by a protein known
as ZAK-alpha - the so-
called ribotoxic stress res-
ponse — the new study
shows. The response can
be described as a surveil-
lance system within the
cells, which registers the
RNA damage, leading to in-
flammatory signalling and
recruitment of immune
cells, which then leads to
inflammation of the skin.
“We found that the first
thing the cells respond to
after being exposed to UV

radiation is damage to the
RNA and that this is what
triggers cell death and in-
flammation of the skin. In
mice exposed to UV radia-
tion, we found responses
such as inflammation and
cell death, but when we re-
moved the ZAK gene, these
responses  disappeared,
which means that ZAK
plays a key role in the
skin’s response to UV-in-
duced damage,” Dr. Simon
Bekker-Jensen from the
Department of Cellular

and Molecular Medicine
and a coauthor of the study
said in a release.

He adds: “So you could
say that everything de-
pends on this one res-
ponse, which monitors all
protein translations occur-
ring. The cells respond to
the RNA damage, realising
that something is wrong,
and this is what leads to
cell death.”

“Our work highlights ri-
bosomes and the ZAK gene
as the most proximal

not DNA, is the main cause of acute sunburn

IRTAT, HTAT ¢, fia Forael FT FET T §

Over the years, it was believed that sunburn damages the DNA,
leading to cell death and inflammation.

a8t ¥ Fg AT AT AT B FeAG NeAT R AFAA g g, Tew
FfFT g 3R gt et

stress-signal-sensor  pair
that kickstarts the well-es-
tablished acute skin reac-
tions to acute UVB irradia-
tion. Our findings also
indicate that there are dif-
ferent, or at least temporal-
ly and phenotypically dis-
tinct, roles for the RSR
[ribotoxic stress response]
and DNA damage signaling
in sun-exposed skin, which
likely has implications for
skin immunity and skin
carcinogenesis,” the auth-
ors write.

A new study conducted on mice and human skin cells revealed that RNA damage, not
DNA, causes the acute effects of sunburn.

@1 3R A @9 FRFE ) HT q0 wF AT 3T # 9 w3 & A aeee

& U ATAT F T JRTCAT F JHAT & HROT g ¢

The study aimed to describe the impact of UV radiation on the skin and the cause of
the damage.

mww@u@ﬁhw#mﬁwwﬁng%waﬁmw
|

Researchers found that the same skin response to UV radiation exists in both mice

and human cells.

Merhdi3t ¥ arar f& et AR A FiffwEt d gdr R_feor o wwe @ gfafear
gl &1

The study was published in the journal Molecular Cell.

TE AT AlTFgeR Vel IHT H AR 3|

MRNA damage and the role of ZAK-alpha
mRNA &t &ifd 31X ZAK-alpha # sifaer
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MRNA damage triggers a response in ribosomes, orchestrated by a protein called ZAK-
alpha.

MRNA FI' &Ifd TEN/FT H Teh JiAThdT 3ceol adl g, T8 ZAK-alpha AHE W
canT faf3d far S &

The response is a surveillance system within cells that registers RNA damage and
initiates inflammatory signaling.

Tg gfafrar IRt & May v AIRET gomel &, i 3IRTsT &fa & ggarear &
IR ot FHA YE FA B
Inflammation and recruitment of immune cells result in skin inflammation.

yfaat FRAwEt H afhaar 3 Forer & w@=r F Ferer gl Bl

Key findings and experiments

aeg fase 3 v

The first response of cells to UV radiation is to detect RNA damage, which triggers cell
death and inflammation.

g fafeRor X RIRIFIST Fr ggelt gfafshar sRTaT &1fa 1 9o eemen g, fSed
HIAFT FF 3 FGoleT Bl &

In experiments on mice, removing the ZAK gene eliminated the inflammatory and cell
death responses, proving its key role.

@l W U a0 S A, ZAK Sfie Ft gem & Forel 3R IR Hog wiafshar Famd
g 1S, ST SHHT Ayl S{fAFT A9 FT &

Dr. Simon Bekker-Jensen stated, “Everything depends on this one response, which
monitors all protein translations occurring.”

ST, WISH SohI-SieTel=l o hgl, “Hel TS 58 T Fiafewar . AR & & s wsft
W regaral 1 TR sar g1

Implications for skin immunity and cancer

o=t &1 gfawer i FW F v g

The study highlights ribosomes and the ZAK gene as the most proximal stress-signal-
sensor pair for UVB-induced damage.

FeITeT o MgaraEw R ZAK S # g@E-aika aifa & o g9 Seean aame-
Heohel-Hdash oA & & H (@ifehct fohar|
The findings suggest distinct roles for ribotoxic stress response (RSR) and DNA

damage signaling in sun-exposed skin, with implications for skin immunity and
carcinogenesis.

sy a7 9 § & wgekiFas dae gfafsar (RSR) 3R Sioav aifd dad @1 gu-
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UFHAT cqaT # 37ET-3e0, AT A § FHA Afse qfAew § o agar F wfawam ik
FaTretel & T Ageaqot g

Question Corner

OI] the Wing [GS Paper Ili: S&T |

Do songbirds socialise
during migration?

The flight paths of
migrating songbirds may
not be entirely innate, a
new study has found.
Evidence from over 18,300
hours of recorded flight
calls suggests songbirds
may “talk” to other species
as they migrate, forming
social connections and —
just maybe — exchanging
information about the
journey. Using a machine
learning tool allowed
researchers to analyse
18,300 hours of acoustic
recording to quickly detect
the signature flight calls of
27 species. After
identifying species, the
team measured how often
certain calls co-occurred in

time, testing intervals of 15,
30, and 60 seconds.
Regardless of this, they
found associations
between species than
expected by chance alone.
Looking to explain these
associations, the found
species’ wing lengths and
the similarity of their calls
were the key factors. In
contrast, birds that “buddy
up” during stopovers were
not maintaining those
relationships in the air,
and they were not
necessarily flying with
closely related species or
birds that shared their
preferences for specific
habitats.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

On the Wing
@l

e The flight paths of migrating songbirds may not
be entirely innate, a new study has found.

YA A arel I gferEt & 335 At qff aE @
TarNTas Tl 81 ¥hd, Uh AU 3eIIA H Jg urm

I &

e Evidence from over 18,300 hours of recorded
flight calls suggests songbirds may “talk” to other
species as they migrate, forming social connections
and possibly exchanging information about the journey.

18,300 e & AHfUF o 381 Hied & YA F T
ToIdT ¢ fob 9o aXa §AF Mg 9afr 37 genfaar
QIS ATAT & aR H AT AT a Tohd &l

e Researchers used a machine learning tool to

analyse 18,300 hours of acoustic recordings to
detect the signature flight calls of 27 species quickly.

QMeTeRdT3i of #refier afefar gar o1 39T ¢ 18,300
He &1 eafar Repifser o1 faewor far 3R 27 yenfaat
F fafdrse 339 Fied 1 Socl T IgAAT

o After identifying species, the team measured how
often certain calls co-occurred in intervals of 15, 30,
and 60 seconds.

TSIl hl YgaTel el & dTe, O o A 6 F5 Fiew fFash a0 15, 30 3 60
%S & FNT H T 1T a8l

e Regardless of intervals, they found associations between species that were more
frequent than expected by chance alone.

AT T Warg fFu 91, 3gi arar F genfadal & g d«9er 39em O 343¥%« I
W I

o To explain these associations, they found that species’ wing lengths and the similarity
of their calls were the key factors.

3o GauT I gHS & AU, 3egis g 6 genfaar & 9@t Y o«ars 31 3% Fied
I AT &I HRH A
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e In contrast, birds that “buddy up” during stopovers were not maintaining those
relationships in the air and were not necessarily flying with closely related species or
birds sharing their preferences for specific habitats.

3O [Audd, S 9&fT FerdanaR & SR @1y §d &, 3 57 Gyl # 33 & SR
TAIT T W@, 3N & A87 o5 9 gafaa yenfaat a1 gae Raa T 9 e

arel gferdr & | 339 &l

Can Bhopal waste be safely disposed of?

What is the plan on the hazardous gas leak waste? How much has the Central government
allocated to the Madhya Pradesh government to incinerate the waste and deposit the residue at a

landfill in Pithampur? Why have there been protests?

GS Paper Il
Pollution

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
n January 2, Madhya Pradesh
government authorities moved 358
tonnes of hazardous waste from the
defunct Union Carbide facility in
Bhopal to the Pithampur industrial area in Dhar
district. On December 3 last year, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court had set a four-week deadline
for authorities to dispose of this waste, nearly 40
years after the gas disaster that killed more than
4,000 people and injured or debilitated
thousands more.

What is the waste’s status?
The disaster on the intervening night of
December 2-3, 1984, was the result of poisonous
gases leaking from the plant, which Union
Carbide had set up to manufacture fertilizers.
The waste at the facility is composed of the
ingredients required to make these fertilizers.
After years of lying in Bhopal and multiple
petitions from civil society groups, the Madhya
Pradesh government was to incinerate the waste
at a Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facility
(TSDF) in Pithampur more than 200 km away.
Officials arranged for the waste to be packaged

The US.
Environ-
mental
Protection
Agency says
composite
liners at
landfills
with
hazardous
waste will
degrade
and have (o
be
reinstalled
at intervals

Sensitive issue: Trucks with toxic waste inside Psthampur Industrial Waste
Management Pvt Ltd in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh on January 11. AM.FARUQUI

and transported in secure long-haul containers.

But protests in the industrial town by the local
population fearing harmful emissions from the
incineration have paused the State’s plans.

On January 6, the Madhya Pradesh High Court
gave the State government six weeks to safely
dispose of the waste. The order came after State
authorities had also sought time to spread
awareness about the manner of disposal and
measures to minimise its effects on health and
the environment.

The Central government has allocated 126
crore to the State to incinerate the waste and
deposit the residue in the TSDF landfill.

Why Pithampur?

In 2012, the Supreme Court selected the
Pithampur facility as being the most suitable
final destination for the waste. According to the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), it is the
sole TSDF in the State and includes a landfill and
an incinerator. The CPCB submitted an affidavit
to the apex court in 2013 attesting to the TSDF’s
ability to ‘handle’ the waste.

In 2015, Madhya Pradesh organised a ‘trial
run’ in which it incinerated 10.1 tonnes of the
waste at the TSDF. The CPCB monitored the
process with help from experts from private
laboratories in Chennai and Hyderabad.
Notably, the State had secretly advanced the
incineration date by a few days to sidestep local
resistance.

According to Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief and
Rehabilitation Department director Swatantra
Kumar Singh, the emissions from the trial were
under stipulated limits. The State’s public
relations office also reported no adverse effects
on the environment or on public health.

Is the waste harmful?

The ‘trial’ waste consisted of 4.8 tonnes of
excavated waste, 1.6 tonnes of semi-processed
residue, 1.3 tonnes of naphthol waste, 1.3 tonnes
of carbaryl residue, and 0.8 tonnes of reactor
residue. According to a December 2024 press
release from the State’s public relations office,
the Regional Director (Central) of CPCB Bhopal
had collected and tested five water samples from
around the Pithampur TSDF. The report

(numbered WW24.25-188.189) indicated the
water colour, chloride, sulphate, and fluoride
concentrations, hardness, and the amount of
total dissolved solids “exceeded permissible
limits” specified in the IS 10500 standard in two
open wells near the landfill.

However, the release said according to
“scientists involved in the analysis” the higher
values “reflect groundwater quality and don’t
appear to be linked to the TSDF operations”.

The release also said experts from the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Bhopal and the Indian Council of Medical
Research reportedly surveyed 12 villages and
found the prevalence of skin and respiratory
ailments to be lower than the national average.

Credible media reports in 2015 had said
around four-times as much ash and residue as
the waste combusted (by mass) had been
generated and which the CPCB had said it would
dispose of in the landfill, including protections
to contain leachates.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has said these protections can degrade
and need to be reinstalled at periodic intervals.

What next?

Madhya Pradesh has temporarily put off
incinerating the waste. Authorities have said the
local protests, including two attempts at
self-immolation, mean they would first like to
improve public confidence in the safety of the
disposal process.

“We are preparing 50-odd master trainers,
including science teachers, professors, and
officials,” PTT quoted Dhar collector Priyank
Mishra as saying. “They will be informed about
the exact status of the waste before they reach
out to people to dispel misinformation.”

There will also be another trial run: a 90-kg
batch will be incinerated at 1,200° C, Mr. Singh
said. According to the EPA, most organic
compounds (like naphthol) are destroyed when
subjected to 590° to 650° C. Operating
hazardous waste incinerators at 980-1,200° C
would thus strip the waste of organics.

If the resulting emissions don’t breach legal
thresholds, the rest will be incinerated in
batches of 270 kg each over three months. If the
emissions exceed, Mr. Singh had told The Hindu
the batch size would be reduced and the
duration extended to nine months.

The next hearing in the High Court is set for
February 18.

With inputs from Mehul Malpani.
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Bhopal Waste Disposal and Hazardous Gas Leak Waste
Management

Tl FEX &1 ATerT 3R a9 R F=3X &1 g9uaT

e OnJanuary 2, 2024, Madhya Pradesh government authorities moved 358 tonnes of
hazardous waste from the defunct Union Carbide facility in Bhopal to the Pithampur
industrial area in Dhar district.

2024 F 2 STTa @I, ALT YU TIPR o 358 €A WlalTh AL I HUTel FHr ATSHT
e Fretes giawr a R B & RyaAR i@ a9 7 smana &
e The Madhya Pradesh High Court, on December 3, 2023, set a four-week deadline for

authorities to dispose of this waste, which had remained nearly 40 years after the
disaster.

HET USeT 3Td AT of 3 fgdsy 2023 Ff 30 ¥ & fAve & forw mewiRar
FI IR Fedmg 1 TAT AT AT, ST 3T9ST & 33T 40 guT 916 s UsT 87|

Status of the Waste
FIX A U

e The 1984 Bhopal disaster, on the night of December 2-3, occurred due to poisonous
gases leaking from the Union Carbide plant.

1984 FY #aTer HT9ET, 2-3 e i T, AT Fregs @IT ¥ Steden dd & R
% FROT g5 A

e The waste at the facility consists of ingredients required to manufacture fertilizers.
giaem & w1 3Rt & AT & AU HEeTw agdr @ &4 g

o After lying in Bhopal for years and following petitions from civil society groups, the

Madhya Pradesh government planned to incinerate the waste at the Treatment,
Storage, and Disposal Facility (TSDF) in Pithampur, about 200 km away.

aNt b OIS A S TEw 3R ANTRG FHATST Hefgh i A3t & g, AL gaer
TWHER d AYAR A FI F TR A AT &8, S 200 Bt T

Allocation and Protests
Hrded 3R AR

e The Central government allocated %126 crore to the Madhya Pradesh government for
incinerating the waste and depositing the residue in the TSDF landfill.

$g WHR F FAY FI Follel 3T 3GAY T TSDF efhel H STAT et & v AL
T TIPR Y 126 FT IEfed Fu|

e Protests erupted in Pithampur due to fears of harmful emissions during incineration.

ﬁwﬁmﬁ%maﬁaﬂwmﬂaﬁrmma%mmqﬁagm
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On January 6, the High Court granted six weeks to dispose of the waste, during which
authorities were to spread awareness about safety measures.

6 STTa) T 3ITT AT o FHaX & AUl & [T g Aodig & Ay fear, s
HTRIRGT T GI&T 3UrT & IR A SIErEehd hefl=il 2|

Why Pithampur?
Ryaqr F4i?

In 2012, the Supreme Court selected the Pithampur facility as the final destination for
the waste, based on a Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) recommendation.

2012 7, AT € o FET Fg¥or fAg=or €S (CPCB) &1 f{wiRer w fraAgw giawr
& FE & AfaT TTT H T F 6|
A trial run in 2015 incinerated 10.1 tonnes of waste. CPCB experts and laboratories in

Chennai and Hyderabad monitored the emissions, which were reported to be within
permissible limits.

2015 10.1 & FAX I Tl & forw gfietor far a=ar1 CPCB f[3dwat 3R =15 3R
gexIaTe T YAETRITET3T o 3cdotel 1 fAIRET &, 50 AT WA & ¥ adrr
|

Harmfulness of the Waste

FAY N FIAFREAT

The trial waste included 4.8 tonnes of excavated waste, 1.6 tonnes of semi-
processed residue, and other residues such as naphthol and carbaryl.

qETOT TR H 4.8 T VAT AT F, 1.6 & -G8 FFa 7aAy, 3R arpafer 3R
FETR S 3T AT iAo A

A CPCB report found water samples near the TSDF exceeding permissible limits for
parameters like chloride and fluoride. However, scientists said these were due to
groundwater quality and not TSDF operations.

T CPCB RuiE & TSDF & 9 Uil & F3@l I Feliss 3 Felliiss S Adcsr
3T WA @ 318 qr| grelifeh, Mool o el foh Jg Tl T IUTEdT & HROT

T, TSDF HdTelel & HROT g7 |
Experts found no significant increase in skin or respiratory ailments in nearby villages
compared to the national average.

fawat & g & 3ma-orE & Iat F A A eawe AT FH P Ageaqol gery AE
gs ol

Future Plans

afasg i AT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e Authorities plan to conduct a 90-kg trial run at 1,200°C, which exceeds the temperature
required to destroy most organic compounds.

3R & 1,200°C 9 90 fFelY qdiaTor Il i Jetar 15 &, o 3rfaepier sifas
AT Y T5¢ I & AT 9IS AT T S gl

o If emissions remain within permissible limits, incineration will proceed in batches of 270
kg over three months. Otherwise, the process will extend to nine months with reduced
batch sizes.

I ScHolel AT AT & AR W &, o Serrewm 270 frelr & =t F et @ #
SRT WQIm| 3T2T, Ufhar # &t A & OT S & PR AT FFH e gl edm

ST |

o Public awareness campaigns are being planned to dispel misinformation and gain local
confidence.

STeTcll #H Tl ShRT T e 3R T fa 96 & v Seeehdr 3ifaamst
Y AreTaT T8 ST WY 2

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. Beauty of human beings is in their vulnerability:

Leander / #s[sT #Y FeIaT IHHT FASRT 7 §: fwsy
Beauty of human beings is in their vulnerability: Leander

[GS Paper IV: Ethics |
Nihit Sachdeva
CHENNAI

Towards the end of a long
first day of The Hindu Lit
for Life, the Sir Mutha Ven-
katasubba Rao Concert
Hall was still packed for the
final session. Leander
Paes, India’s most-decorat-
ed tennis star, was in the
house.

After a short video fea-
turing some of the greatest
moments of his career —
from the Olympic bronze

Beauty of human beings is in their vulnerability:

at the 1996 Olympics in At-
lanta to multiple Grand
Slam wins — the conversa-
tion began with Mr. Paes
becoming the first Asian
man to be inducted into
the International Tennis
Hall of Fame in the player
category. In the session
moderated by Suresh Ba-
lakrishna, Chief Revenue
Officer of The Hindu
Group, the 51-year-old star
regaled the audience with
his wit and humour. He
had a lump in his throat

Leander
ATeTdl AT eIdT 3 Fagaefiadar F §: Mander

e Towards the end of the long first day of The Hindu Lit for Life, the Sir Mutha
Venkatasubba Rao Concert Hall was still packed for the final session.

-y ™

f"v’;'

Tennis legend Leander Paes in conversation with Suresh

Balakrishna in Chennai on Saturday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

when he recalled the sa-
crifices  his  parents,
friends, and he himself had

made.
Sharing his experience
of playing with Martina

Navratilova and Martina
Hingis — with whom he
won two and four Majors
in mixed doubles, respec-
tively — Mr. Paes gave a life
lesson in leadership. “Mar-
tina Navratilova is a born
leader. When we would go
out into a match and the
coin toss would be done,
she would always want to
choose whether to serve or
receive,” said Mr. Paes. Ms.
Hingis, who had formed a
solid partnership with Mr.
Paes during World Team

Tennis, was not sure about
their pairing for the Grand
Slams. “She said, ‘What if
we lose? What if I am not
ready and look bad on the
court and the men hit har-
der,” he recalled.

But Mr. Paes said the
“beauty of human beings is
in their vulnerability and
the beauty of a partner is
in how you protect your
partner’s vulnerability”.
The Paes-Hingis pair
clicked and clinched all
four Majors in 18 months.
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g g fie R a® & 9ga BT & 31 &, AR AT dheyear W@ FuE g 3ifan
g9 & fow 3refr of s g3m

e Leander Paes, India’s m%st-decorated tennis star, was present at the event.
st 99, 5IRd & Fe8 3RF GFATad Sfaa RBaR, 38 F%A &7 39yd 3

o After a short video featuring some of the greatest moments of his career — from the
Olympic bronze at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta to multiple Grand Slam wins — the
conversation began.

3% HRAT & FT A &I F @ arel U Bl AfFA & a1 — 57 1996
AT F edier J Hale FET T o Fs I3 TF ST afAe § — Sradia $r
[EIT g3

e The conversation began with Mr. Paes becoming the first Asian man to be inducted into
the International Tennis Hall of Fame in the player category.

mﬁa@r%&mﬁﬂv%ﬂﬂﬁ@wmﬁamﬁﬂmﬁmwﬁqﬁ
RIS qFY & &9 AR g @ g3

e Inthe session moderated by Suresh Balakrishna, Chief Revenue Officer of The Hindu
Group, the 51-year-old star regaled the audience with his wit and humor.

¢ Rvq 9HE & A& Tored FAFR QU TaF™0r car’T Fuifed 7 A, 51 a6y Far
o Gl T HAARST A TS 3 gg & foham|

e Mr. Paes had a lump in his throat when he recalled the sacrifices his parents, friends,
and he himself had made.

A 9w T 3@ F I’ A 9 Iegia HIA AT, S, HR G garT H g
afererar @ g fa

e Sharing his experience of playing with Martina Navratilova and Martina Hingis — with
whom he won two and four Majors in mixed doubles, respectively — Mr. Paes gave a
life lesson in leadership.

AT sraRfretar 3R AT RE & T Yol T eI ST AR §T — eeh
Y 3egial Al AR gorer 7 ar 3R aR A Sd — ot 9@ A Aged W Toh Shae
ars e

e Mr. Paes described Martina Navratilova as a born leader, who would always want to
decide whether to serve or receive after the coin toss.

N 99 F AT ARFANTT A TF oA AdT S & F Fa17, S gHAT Rarehr
3Tl & 91 I8 dF T aigar Af fF I e § a1 gred e gl

e Ms. Hingis, who had formed a solid partnership with Mr. Paes during World Team
Tennis, was not sure about their pairing for the Grand Slams.

A B, Gl ae8 &7 efow & SR 4 99 & A1y U&F Ased dEiell S8 o,
¥ TFE & AT 3R A A gAREa 7@ o

o She expressed concern saying, “What if we lose? What if | am not ready and look bad
on the court and the men hit harder?”
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ﬁﬁﬁwmgm,“mmmmm?mﬁmaﬁgmmwaﬂ
feg 3 ge% SamEr drhd & Wel?”

e Mr. Paes emphasized that “the beauty of human beings is in their vulnerability and
the beauty of a partner is in how you protect your partner’s vulnerability.”

At 90 TE SR 2 gU FeT o6 Hierdl A eIar IAh Fagareherar # § IR v
Al T eIl 38 o1 H g o 319 39 |qrel B Hdeerelieldr d1 & @l ad g1
e The Paes-Hingis pair clicked and clinched all four Majors in 18 months.

Ig-BAT S & Therar a5 3R 18 7 7 ¥t IR A Sia v
TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)
1. Inside Indira Bhavan, Cong. retains connect with the
past through an array of photographs / fer s/asT &
FEAF A AT § 3@ TAW W@ ¢ 0F H@AEey &l F

ATETH |
2. Impeached South Korean leader argues for his release

in court / AGITRANIT SMT T STATT HINATS AT o ST
7 39t REs & v ol &
3. Activist short-seller / TiFefaEe eMe-AeR
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Inside Indira Bhavan, Cong. retains connect

with the

[PCS

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Indira Bhavan, the new
Congress headquarters in
Delhi, strives to balance
the past and the present.
Amid Ikea furniture and
energy-efficient  fittings,
the building recollects the
party’s history in 246 rare
photographs, some of
them a painful reminder of
leaders who left after pu-
blicly decrying the Con-
gress and its leadership.
Three days after inaugu-
rating the new premises,
the party threw it open to
the media for a tour. The
building has been in the
making for 18 years. Land
was allotted to the party in
November 2007. The foun-
dation stone was laid in
2009, and the final “all
clear’ certificate from the

Legacy walls: The walls inside Indira Gandhi Bhavan in New Delhi
reflect the party’s journey since 1885, in 246 rare photographs. PTI

relevant authorities was se-
cured only on January 14
this year.

Painted in shades of
cream and brown, the
building is spread over a
total area of 2,100 square
metres, and has its own
auditorium, with 276 seats.
There are 134 trees, 8,675

plants, and 264 works of
art and paintings. Mr. Ma-
ken, party treasurer said
that the building had been
constructed at a cost of
%200-3225 crore, much of
it with contributions by its
regular workers.

The cafeteria features
paintings by Nandalal

Bose, made on the request
of Mahatma Gandhi for the
Haripura Congress session
of 1938. There are pictures
of the meetings of the Plan-
ning Commission from
1985, with former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi seen
sitting along with three of
the then future Prime Mi-
nisters — Narasimha Rao,
V.P. Singh, and Manmohan
Singh; and one future Pre-
sident of India, K.R. Na-
rayanan.

Narasimha Rao, whose
images found no space in
the old party headquarters
at 24 Akbar Road, has been
given a pride of place in the
new building.

But perhaps the most ar-
resting pictures are the
ones with the party’s se-
nior leaders, who defected
to other parties looking for
a brighter political future.

past through an array of photographs

One such on the ground
floor is that of Sonia Gand-
hi leading a march accom-
panied by Congress lead-
ers, including Suresh
Pachouri, Rita Bahuguna
Joshi, and P. Sudhakar Red-
dy, all now with the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP).

The former Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad,
who quit the party after
launching a stinging attack
on Mr. Rahul Gandhi’s lea-
dership, makes an occa-
sional appearance on the
walls. Another interesting
photograph is that of Ms.
Sonia Gandhi and former
party president Sitaram
Kesari at a campaign rally
in Rohtak in January 1998.

A few months later, Ke-
sari was forced out and Ms.
Gandhi took over as the
party president.

Inside Indira Bhavan, Cong. retains connect with the past
through an array of photographs

3feRT st A FEAW A IHcAld ¥ J3@ AT @1 § Th
H@dracy & & Areaw @

¢ Indira Bhavan, the new Congress headquarters in Delhi, strives to balance the past and
the present.

sfaxr srae, feeeh A o1 g HEaTer™, 3l 3R adAT & T Foled Tl HY
HITIRr &l &

e Amid Ikea furniture and energy-efficient fittings, the building recollects the party’s
history in 246 rare photographs, some of them a painful reminder of leaders who left

after publicly decrying the Congress and its leadership.

FHIT PelteR AR Fat-Ferer Reféewm & e, sraet ardt & sfagra 1 246 gerer awdRi A
e Al B, e @ $o Aasit 61 o a¢ § Segia Hidd 3R 386 aAdea
grastfaes AT & &€ 9ret oS &l
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o Three days after inaugurating the new premises, the party threw it open to the media for
a tour.

A5 IR F 3T e & diel GaT d1g, 9Iel o Hifsar & fow g8 Rt &l &

a3
e The building has been in the making for 18 years.
319 &1 fAHATOT 18 ast & Tor I@T ATl
e Land was allotted to the party in November 2007.
arél T AqEY 2007 F A Imafed A oA
¢ The foundation stone was laid in 2009, and the final ‘all clear’ certificate from the
relevant authorities was secured only on January 14 this year.

oflg TcaX 2009 H @I =T AT, 3R FfAT AFRAT & 3ifder Tl HAsr gamoTaT 14

S FH AT T AT GIHT AT
e Painted in shades of cream and brown, the building is spread over a total area of 2,100
square meters, and has its own auditorium, with 276 seats.

maﬁragri?ﬁﬁi?rragWz,looaﬁmamﬁﬂﬂgm%,aﬂwsﬂﬁm
ifseaiRae &, Sae 276 @1EE)

e There are 134 trees, 8,675 plants, and 264 works of art and paintings.
TET 134 93, 8,675 9, 3K 264 Far Ffoaar sk A=

e« Mr. Maken, party treasurer said that the building had been constructed at a cost of ¥200-
225 crore, much of it with contributions by its regular workers.

A AT, UTEl & HINTETET o Fel fh HaeT FT FAAOT 2200-225 FA A a9 F Har
ar o, fad & srfteier dereeT gus afAa st ganr an

e The cafeteria features paintings by Nandalal Bose, made on the request of Mahatma
Gandhi for the Haripura Congress session of 1938.

SHRAT A AT 919 @RI 15 a5 RIFehorl &, ST AgTeAT el &1 1938 F R
FAW TR IR R I 75 oA

e There are pictures of the meetings of the Planning Commission from 1985, with
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi seen sitting along with three of the then future
Prime Ministers — Narasimha Rao, V.P. Singh, and Manmohan Singh; and one future
President of India, K.R. Narayanan.

1985 & FISTelT IHTANT T Joehi I TN &, o g Fer=#=1 Tsita el ey sifasy
& FUHAARGT — AQFET g, .. ﬁ"g,aﬂ'\rmﬁﬁ'—g%m%g&aﬂiw
& U AfasT & Tsgyfd, F.31R. AR |

 Narasimha Rao, whose images found no space in the old party headquarters at 24
Akbar Road, has been given a pride of place in the new building.

AT T, [SeTeht dEd} el IrEl HEATerd 24 JiFay NS H 978 787 91 Fehr o,
3o a0 HaT H 39 &7 TAT eI = g

o But perhaps the most arresting pictures are the ones with the party’s senior leaders, who
defected to other parties looking for a brighter political future.
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Impeached South Korean leader

argues for

Associated Press

SEOUL

South Korea’s impeached
President on Saturday ar-
gued for his release before
a Seoul judge as the court
reviewed whether to grant
a law enforcement request
for his formal arrest.

Mr. Yoon, who has been
in detention since he was
apprehended on Wednes-
day in a massive law enfor-
cement operation at his re-
sidence, faces potential
rebellion charges linked to
his declaration of martial
law on December 3, which
set off the country’s most
serious political crisis since
its democratisation in the

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

JfheT 2T oW 3ThSe & 3 ¢ o arét & alss aAar §, fSegia 3ooidd
Toleifae dfasT fr gonyr 7 37 et & garaa o)

One such on the ground floor is that of Sonia Gandhi leading a march accompanied by
Congress leaders, including Suresh Pachouri, Rita Bahuguna Joshi, and P.
Sudhakar Reddy, all now with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Teh T TR A da W § oA @ et v AR 7 Aqgea W 8, 3 @y
A AT G TEHY, fear qgapem Sl 3R N Ui WA E, S AT ARCAT e
9t (BIP) 7 &l

The former Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad, who quit

the party after launching a stinging attack on Mr. Rahul Gandhi’s leadership, makes an
occasional appearance on the walls.

ST WHIH 9 AAdT [q9eT g a1 19mg, [Siegier o Tger aeh & Aqed W Ao
EHCT FeT & o1 UIef oI &r oY, §ant W wafr-waf fe@s <o €1

Another interesting photograph is that of Sonia Gandhi and former party president
Sitaram Kesari at a campaign rally in Rohtak in January 1998.

T 3R feoreed aedR @faar ameft 3R g aréf rezet darms Fad A g S el
1998 & Ngd®d H TH YOR Yol H g

A few months later, Kesari was forced out and Ms. Gandhi took over as the party
president.

TS HElel dlc, FAY FT T FFAT 4 3R e et F ol srerer F v A
FIRNR THATATI

Impeached South Korean
leader argues for his
release in court

HASRIGRT oImw a7 gfayor
PINATS a1 F 3HeTad &
39 N & AT gt &

his release in court

for Mr. Yoon’s formal ar-
rest. Mr. Yoon’s lawyers
said he spoke for about 40
minutes to the judge dur-
ing the nearly five-hour
closed-door hearing.

Expected decision
The judge is expected to

Yoon Suk Yeol

late 1980s.

The Corruption Investi-
gation Office for High-
Ranking Officials, which is
leading a joint investiga-
tion with the police and
the military, requested the
Seoul Western District
Court to grant a warrant

make a decision by late Sa-
turday or early Sunday.

If Mr. Yoon is arrested,
investigators can extend
his detention to 20 days,
during which they will
transfer the case to public
prosecutors for indict-
ment. If the court rejects
the investigators’ request,
Mr. Yoon will be released
and return to his
residence.

South Korea’s impeached President on
Saturday argued for his release before
a Seoul judge as the court reviewed
whether to grant a law enforcement
reguest for his formal arrest.

gfaor It & saed aseufa &
Ifdar & v R el F s
9T REg & Qv gl &, FAfF
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Mr. Yoon, who has been in detention since he was apprehended on Wednesday in a
massive law enforcement operation at his residence, faces potential rebellion charges
linked to his declaration of martial law on December 3, which set off the country’s most
serious political crisis since its democratisation in the late 1980s.

A A, S QUAR T 39 AT TR T 3 Flofel Foclel AR H FREAR gl &

g ¥ Ruad & § 39 W AgE &1 39 oA = &, Y 3% 3 REay Y Avever |t
T EIYOT & S3T 8, S < % qed R Srelfas Wehe w1 Sea fem, it 1980 %
AR F HATH TP APATIRT & &G HT gl

The Corruption Investigation Office for High-Ranking Officials, which is leading a joint
investigation with the police and the military, requested the Seoul Western District Court
to grant a warrant for Mr. Yoon’s formal arrest.

Feg-rai HffwREl & v sserr s FEtea, S gfew ik ¥ & w1 o w@gEd
ST FT Aged F W@ ¢, A A ol e serera @ st g7 i sitvaie fReard &
fT are I F& FT g B

Mr. Yoon’s lawyers said he spoke for about 40 minutes to the judge during the nearly
five-hour closed-door hearing.

A T F P Pl 6 Segiel FArATERT § oErerer 40 fAere a1 B, v orEmeer g
g¢ T MuAT Foaars & SR g5 2

Expected decision

anafera faotsr

The judge is expected to make a decision by late Saturday or early Sunday.
=rareller & AfAar & 37 o1 WATR 1 YB3 b AU o 1 FerraeT gl

If Mr. Yoon is arrested, investigators can extend his detention to 20 days, during which
they will transfer the case to public prosecutors for indictment.

I A ol ! TREAR fohar STTdm &, aF Sirehdl 3ofeh! @I &1 20 et dh war

THhd ¢, 30 eI I ATHS H et FFAASTH I IRIIT iAo & fow
i

If the court rejects the investigators’ request, Mr. Yoon will be released and return to

his residence.

e 3TeTeld SITaehcl3i & 3RIer & 3R Y & 8, ar oft gor 1 Rer &7
mean 3R a8 39e e 9 argg ol
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Activist short-seller

[PCs

| Nate Anderson

Known for investigative reports on publicly listed companies, the founder of Hindenburg
Research says he is disbanding the group

G. Sampath

ate Anderson, ‘acti-

vist’  short-seller

and founder of Hin-
denburg Research, has de-
cided to disband the U.S.-
based investment research
group known for its investi-
gative reports on publicly
listed companies. In a note
shared on the Hindenburg
website, he addressed the
speculation on what trig-
gered the move. “The plan
has been to wind up after
we finished the pipeline of
ideas we were working on.
And as of the last Ponzi cas-
es we just completed and
are sharing with regula-
tors, that day is today.”

Short-sellers are a rare
breed in general, and in
what has been a bullish
market for the past several
years, even more so. Mr.
Anderson, with a small
team of 11 people, built
Hindenburg into a reputed
research group that has
caused over 100 indivi-
duals, including billio-
naires, to be civilly or cri-
minally charged, and
wiped out billions of dol-
lars in companies’ market
values.

The son of a college pro-
fessor and a nurse, Mr. An-
derson obtained a business
degree and started off with
a job providing technical
and sales advice to a finan-
cial analytics company.
Subsequently, he moved
on to auditing and verifica-
tion of potential deals for
investment  firms  of
wealthy families. But all

Address :
Email Id :

along, he had nursed a sin-
gular passion: unearthing
scams. Aware that translat-
ing it into a full-fledged ca-
reer would not be easy, he
set up a brokerage firm
that did due diligence for
hedge funds, while pursu-
ing “forensic financial re-
search” in his personal
time.

But as his brokerage
firm failed to take off, debts
mounted, and he faced ev-
iction by his landlord, Mr.
Anderson sold his broker-
age licence and in 2017,
plunged into his passion by
setting up Hindenburg.

First major success
Short-selling involves bor-
rowing the shares of a gi-
ven company and selling
them in the expectation
that its price would fall,
and when its price duly
fell, buying them back at
the lower price, and pock-
eting the difference as pro-
fit. The magnitude of the
losses if the shorted share
prices rose instead of tank-
ing, are potentially
unlimited.

Mr. Anderson’s first big
success came with Nikola,

ILLUSTRATIONS: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

a maker of electric trucks.
Hindenburg claimed that
its management was lying
about the technology sta-
tus of its product. It fa-
mously exposed the fact
that its truck, which in a vi-
deo seemed to be cruising
at good speed, was actually
rolling downward on a
slope in neutral gear. Niko-
la’s shares plunged 15%, its
chairman was charged
with securities fraud, and
Hindenburg made a killing
on its short position.

He famously took on the
billionaire oligarch Elon
Musk by announcing a
short position on Twitter
following Mr. Musk’s deal
to buy the social media
firm. Mr. Anderson bet that
Mr. Musk would walk away
from the deal. When four
days after the agreement,
Mr. Musk tried to do just
that, Hindenburg made
money.

When the case went to
court, Hindenburg co-
vered its short and “went
long”, believing that
“Musk’s arguments for
backing out” won’t win.
They did not, and as Mr.
Musk closed the deal at the

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

originally agreed price,
Hindenburg gained yet

Mr. Anderson made
news in India for the first
time in January 2023 when
Hindenburg alleged that
the Adani Group was using
entities registered in Maur-
itius to perpetrate stock
manipulation and account-
ing fraud. The Adani Group
has denied the allegations.

Hindenburg hit the hea-
dlines again last August
when it alleged that the Se-
curities and Exchange Bu-
reau of India (SEBI) chief
Madhabi Buch and her
husband held stakes in off-
shore funds linked to the
Adanis. Ms. Buch and the
Adanis have denied these
allegations. But the Adani
group has lost $150 billion
from its market value since
the Hindenburg report
came out in 2023, and last
November, Gautam Adani
was indicted on securities
fraud charges by U.S.
regulators.

Mr. Anderson has now
promised to  “open-
source” his methods of in-
vestigations so that others
can take the Hindenburg
legacy forward. Investors
are typically not fond of
short-sellers, given the ex-
istential danger they pose
to the value of their hold-
ings. But there is no deny-
ing the immense public in-
terest value of Mr
Anderson’s unique contri-
butions in exposing what
the state’s regulatory appa-
ratus should have prevent-
ed in the first place.
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Activist short-seller

viFefaTe eme-geX
Known for investigative reports on publicly listed companies, the founder of
Hindenburg Research says he is disbanding the group

AESfaF ® ¥ ey Fufadl W st Ruet & fe J@ I ae fsaest Rad
& WEUTH o Fel 5 € THE F 6T F @ &

Nate Anderson’s decision to disband Hindenburg Research

AT A FT BsTaer RA™T 1 AT F&a F1 Aoy

 Nate Anderson, ‘activist’ short-seller and founder of Hindenburg Research, has
decided to disband the U.S.-based investment research group known for its investigative
reports on publicly listed companies.

¢ U=tW, TiFefaTe eiE-Aor 3R Raedt Rad & gramdw, o @R smeaika
fAder THYTT HHE & FATCA el 1 Aot form, S gt &9 @ gheey
HUfAt W 39 Sig RE & e = smar 2|

¢ In a note shared on the Hindenburg website, he addressed the speculation on what
triggered the move. “The plan has been to wind up after we finished the pipeline of ideas
we were working on. And as of the last Ponzi cases we just completed and are sharing
with regulators, that day is today.”

fEseTael dauTSe 9 e [T a0 s Ale H, 3581 3T FeH I b T I 3Tehdll
R Sard f&ar| At Ig A fh g7 d9 d% FHH HE 9 dh gH ol [9aRi ©W
FH F I T, 3¢ T AL A | AR S & ga 3ifae dish amer w1 U
farashl & @y @ R W E, 98 & e Bl

e Short-sellers are a rare breed in general, and in what has been a bullish market for
the past several years, even more so.

AE-JeR HAIA: Teh Gordl STl glehl g, IR o #$ avf & S gfeer seR @ ¢,
3T AR 8 FA

e Mr. Anderson, with a small team of 11 people, built Hindenburg into a reputed research
group that has caused over 100 individuals, including billionaires, to be civilly or
criminally charged, and wiped out billions of dollars in companies’ market values.

A TSTH, [Segiet 11 AWt 1 Teh BIET EH & Ay GseAed Sl Teh Yifey MY FHg
H gcor, ¥ 100 ¥ 30+ afFaa) 1, Gud 3reufa off anfae & aeie ar smwfes
NG &1 HHAT T, AR Fufaat & fafag=l sfer & J6IR Jed & AT &
e

e The son of a college professor and a nurse, Mr. Anderson obtained a business degree
and started off with a job providing technical and sales advice to a financial analytics
company.
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Flool NFAT T TH AT F ¢ A TsT@T o T IR Bt greg $ir 31k v /T
faeaIwoT ol it awerhr R At TaTE YT Fe arel ARl & BT H|

e Subsequently, he moved on to auditing and verification of potential deals for investment
firms of wealthy families.

TS 91C, a8 ufers IRaRT & o wAt & o Gmag dief &1 3iRe 3k aegmT
el H Fol T

o But all along, he had nursed a singular passion: unearthing scams.
AfheT AR, 37k HA H Teh eI Sfefet oUT: €ISt HT FArdT HIAT|

e Aware that translating it into a full-fledged career would not be easy, he set up a

brokerage firm that did due diligence for hedge funds, while pursuing “forensic
financial research” in his personal time.

wmg%sﬁwqﬁwmmﬁmmaﬁm,mw
SReT w7 TRE &1 S &1 B3H & fov fAseds sig X oY, sefF a8 39w
fFITd FAT H “BRfA® e e &7 @ 3

e But as his brokerage firm failed to take off, debts mounted, and he faced eviction by his

landlord, Mr. Anderson sold his brokerage licence and in 2017, plunged into his passion
by setting up Hindenburg.

Afhe] ST 3oTehl SIhikeT T 33T el $X UTS, ot dg, 3R 30¢ 379 AT Alfoid
CaRT fAsTe ST T FIHAT HIAT G3T, A TSHA of Tl SipiRel asad oF & AR
2017 F 39l SfefeT H ZH AN §U fRgererdh i T H|

e Short-selling involves borrowing the shares of a given company and selling them in the
expectation that its price would fall, and when its price duly fell, buying them back at the
lower price, and pocketing the difference as profit.

TE-AfAT F fFd FIo & WR YR dax 3¢ 39 35 F 997 F 3a9hr Fiaa
AN, 3 F9 39 HiEg AT &, O 3¢ 7 HEg W BT T @l 3R 35w =1
T & T H IGaT fAT Tl

e The magnitude of the losses if the shorted share prices rose instead of tanking, are
potentially unlimited.

3R QAE fhT AT AR & HIAT TR T ST § S, A6 JohareT T AT I &1
Hehell Bl

e Mr. Anderson’s first big success came with Nikola, a maker of electric trucks.
AT TsTTT HT Ygoll I57 ThoIdT fAPIAT & TTY TS, ST Solfbee cohl I AT AT

¢ Hindenburg claimed that its management was lying about the technology status of its
product.

fsstael & 3R eremr fF 3@ gausT O 30 3curg H dereienr fRafa & a7
$1o dleT I ATl

e It famously exposed the fact that its truck, which in a video seemed to be cruising at
good speed, was actually rolling downward on a slope in neutral gear.
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3 UTHeY &9 ¥ Ig Gl fham o 38ehr goh, St Teh Aifsar & ey arfd @ alsan

§31T§I?ﬁ?f§T!%T24T,q|+dq # gl W =ggel T & i &7 3R o5 @1 1|
e Nikola’s shares plunged 15%, its chairman was charged with securities fraud, and
Hindenburg made a killing on its short position.

TS & QAT 15% R 910, 30 I o) GRaTcHs @St 7 3T o, 3R
fEsated & el ATE TGSl T HRY HATHT HATT|

o He famously took on the billionaire oligarch Elon Musk by announcing a short position
on Twitter following Mr. Musk’s deal to buy the social media firm.

3egiel 9ffey &9 @ 3REUTT 3NN Tnow #FF T ol &, STa 3gle gfae W .
AEH & Arerd ASAT B A Tiead & g & J1g ATE dreier $Hr grvom S

e Mr. Anderson bet that Mr. Musk would walk away from the deal.
oY USXH o & o TR A AT 39 dic ¥ a1 g et

o When four days after the agreement, Mr. Musk tried to do just that, Hindenburg made
money.

I gFEY F IR o 9 . 75 & & I F H RN 7, O FsaeT S

34T HARTI

e When the case went to court, Hindenburg covered its short and “went long,” believing
that “Musk’s arguments for backing out won'’t win.”

S HTHT 3ol & 17, ar RsaaeT o 379ai ATE NNAT & ha fhar 3R “dliear
qﬁsﬁ%m’ﬁm,agmﬂ?rgtf% ATH & gL A & do %ol gl aiarl”

e They did not, and as Mr. Musk closed the deal at the originally agreed price, Hindenburg
gained yet again.

T € g3, AR S A, 7S o Fel A T F IF AT W S fhAm, A RgeAaed
T T & e g3

e Mr. Anderson made news in India for the first time in January 2023 when Hindenburg
alleged that the Adani Group was using entities registered in Mauritius to perpetrate
stock manipulation and accounting fraud.

#r T F AR H Ugell aR SAeTadl 2023 H TR Fo115 oI GSAG9T o IRIT TamAT
T JrETet WHE AR & Gofihd FEATIT T 3UAT T T AT dlfeh ag Fleh
AfAYeIIGT 3R SEieheT @S X T |

e The Adani Group has denied the allegations.
et g o o1 IRIUT T Wl fohar g

« Hindenburg hit the headlines again last August when it alleged that the Securities and

Exchange Bureau of India (SEBI) chief Madhabi Buch and her husband held stakes in
offshore funds linked to the Adanis.

fEseeet T O Iered & GIETT & 3141 519 38 IR T o 9 & R
3 TS sgU (SEBI) A yo@ AT g AR 3% 9f o ISR G35 3R
Hsd H REuery & ot
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e Ms. Buch and the Adanis have denied these allegations.
At g 3R el A g7 IRt # @seT fhar g
e But the Adani group has lost $150 billion from its market value since the Hindenburg

report came out in 2023, and last November, Gautam Adani was indicted on securities
fraud charges by U.S. regulators.

ifehet ST HAE & 2023 A fEseiadl RUIC & 3T & §1G el SoN Hed @ $150
fafeaer @t few 8, 3R Moo daat &, Mawr e R 3AREr A carT g
G & HRT 9T T |

e Mr. Anderson has now promised to “opensource” his methods of investigations so that
others can take the Hindenburg legacy forward.

A U@ o 3T 39N ST ARt S “INaAaRY” e T arer fhar § drfes 3 o
fRsaast dr eRIgT &1 39T FoT Tkl

e Investors are typically not fond of short-sellers, given the existential danger they pose
to the value of their holdings.

foderes HATT: AE-[eX & THG 7& L 8, Fifh 3 a2l & qea & fav
SHET-HIT T AT 3c9ed P gl

e But there is no denying the immense public interest value of Mr. Anderson’s unique
contributions in exposing what the state’s regulatory apparatus should have prevented in
the first place.

Afehet TE FAPRT FE ST Hevell [ & USTHA & 36[S AN T WS 7 &
T 3T Hed &, S To & [@g1Hs aF 1 9gel T W Aehall T AT
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