Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below:_https:/lwww.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join our
Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

18 01_2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
TOPICS COVERED

1. Gaza Truce Deal Gets Israel Security Cabinet Approval
et way fare wHsta F sose guan Fae fras@ (GS
Paper II: West Asia)

2. At least 126 Indians joined Russia Army, 16 ‘missing’, says
Centre

FH Y FH 126 Wwfr@mﬁanﬁsrgu, 16 ‘dT9dT, g o
del (GS Paper Il)

3. India’s Real Growth Rate and the Forecast

HI Y AEaTash @ &3 A q@gA (GS Paper I11: National

Accounting)
4. The deciphering of the Indus script should not be
clouded by politics

s5q fafY &Y asT &) Torefa & ysnfaa =161 @\ar aifge  (GS

Paper I: Ancient History)
5. The Multiple Layers of the Gaza Ceasefire

IS I A & faffiea 98]  (GS Paper II: West Asia)

6. Govt. plans to make India hub for mobility sector: PM
TEHR F AT ARG F AR &7 1 &g T F1: heAw  (GS
Paper IlI)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in :



https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://t.me/patrioticIAS

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

7. Budget Session of Parliament from January 31 to April 4

TG T golc T 31 FAGU T 4 3T a&  (GS Paper |I:

Parliament)
8. ‘Courts must not use abetment of suicide charge
mechanically’

'TATTAGT &Y ATcAT & faT 3FAT & IR FHT JRAF T/
3G STg1 AT I (GS Paper I Right to Die)

9. Research Questions ‘Iron Deficiency’ as Key Cause of
Anaemiain India

R A TAITAAT & Y@ FROT & T H "I b FAT qT My

9T (GS Paper lll: S&T)
10. To fix economy, boost consumption

HATTEYT F &F Fa & AT, @Id Fr Fgr@r e (GS Paper Iii;

Economy)
11. China’s Population Declines for Third Consecutive Year,
Straining Economy

Y TR a¥ 7 A i FaHET A7 Rae, rdegaear W

cdld (GS Paper lll: Economy)

12. President gives away the Khel Ratna and other National
Sports Awards

Tregufar F @ Teet 3R 3T T B [WEFR Ye FT (GS
Paper |: Society)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Gaza truce deal gets Israel
Security Cabinet approval

The deal now goes to Israel’s full Cabinet of Ministers for final sign-off; the ceasefire could start as

early as tomorrow; however, the pact has drawn fierce resistance from Netanyahu's far-right allies

[GS Paper Il: West Asia |

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

srael’s security Cabi-
l net recommended ap-

proval on Friday of a
ceasefire deal after Prime
Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu confirmed an agree-
ment had been reached
that would pause the 15-
month war with Hamas in
Gaza and release dozens of
hostages held by militants
there.

Mediators Qatar and the
U.S. announced the cease-
fire on Wednesday, but the
deal hung in limbo for
more than a day as Mr. Ne-
tanyahu insisted there
were last-minute snags he
blamed on Hamas.

The militants main-
tained they were “commit-
ted” to the deal, while resi-
dents of Gaza and families
of the hostages anxiously

Celebration time: People celebrate the news of a ceasefire
between Hamas and Israel, in Amman, Jordan, on Friday. REUTERS

waited to see if it would
materialise.

The deal now goes to
the full Cabinet of Minis-
ters for final sign-off. It is
expected to approve the
ceasefire, which could
start as soon as Sunday,
even though it has drawn
fierce resistance from Ne-
tanyahu’s far-right coali-

tion partners. Their objec-
tions could destabilise his
government, however.

Hamas triggered the
war with its October 7,
2023, cross-border attack
into Israel that killed some
1,200 people and left some
250 others captive.

Israel responded with a
devastating offensive that

has killed over 46,000 Pal-
estinians, according to lo-
cal health officials, who do
not distinguish between ci-
vilians and militants but
say women and children
make up more than half of
those killed.

Beyond the death and
destruction in Gaza, the
conflict has also destabil-
ised West Asia and sparked
worldwide protests.

On Thursday, Israeli
strikes killed at least 72 pe-
ople in Gaza. In previous
conflicts, both sides have
stepped up military opera-
tions in the final hours be-
fore ceasefires as a way to
project strength.

Mr. Netanyahu instruct-
ed a special task force to
prepare to receive the hos-
tages returning from Gaza.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Gaza Truce Deal Gets Israel Security Cabinet Approval

et ey faRrer gasila w1 soige et Sfaae fr Asl

e The Security Cabinet of Israel recommended approval of a ceasefire deal after Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu confirmed an agreement to pause the 15-month war
with Hamas in Gaza and release hostages.

o BRI HT GI&T HidaAc o §ATH o TTY IS H 15 FLIA & Jeof i Ushad 3R Terent hr NeT
T & Torw way faes gasila st At 3= r fawrier $
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e Mediators Qatar and the U.S. announced the ceasefire on Wednesday, but last-minute
issues delayed the agreement.

ALY Fal AR IANFT S Fear o Gy s v aiwor &, dfshe sifaq aaa &
AT o AT F T A G|

e Hamas stated its commitment to the deal, while Gaza residents and hostages' families
waited for its implementation.

EHTH of FASIT o If 3791 TfAaedr Siars, STafh el & fHarfaar 3R et & IRar
% TohdTeddel I SR X g U1

e The deal now moves to Israel's full Cabinet of Ministers for final approval, expected to
happen by Sunday.

I FHSIAT 379 3HTAA F[ll & forw sorser Sr qut #f¥#se & 914 v, S §9ad: aR
% gl gl o

e The ceasefire faces opposition from Netanyahu’s far-right coalition partners, which
could destabilize his government.

75 FEY fare Aaearg F Feel-g ot st Feafat & favry o @ W e,
T 31t TXAR 311U &Y Fahell B

e Hamas initiated the conflict on October 7, 2023, with a cross-border attack killing
around 1,200 people and capturing 250 hostages.

FHTH &1 7 3reFga 2023 T AT IR gel o A1 Hay & foham, Forast wrerT 1,200 @rer

AR 9T 31T 250 T4 TTT 7Y

e |srael's counter-offensive killed over 46,000 Palestinians, with women and children
constituting more than half of the casualties.

RIS Sl STATeT ShRATS H 46,000 T IHf8F RfaEd= AN 71T, a7 T Afgenv 3k T==
3T | HRF B

e The conflict has destabilized West Asia and sparked global protests.
5q Guy o gfters ofir @1 iR e faar § 3N afRaes fadiy veder & ot RRu &

e On Thursday, Israeli airstrikes killed at least 72 people in Gaza.
AR T RISl GaTS GHAAT & IS H A I HH 72 AN AR AT

o Military operations on both sides often intensify just before ceasefires to project strength.
Tay faRT# & dgor AT Tl gaRT - JfRITAT T 3R T X AT AT § dA1hd fg@mey
& farT|

e Netanyahu directed a special task force to prepare for the return of hostages from
Gaza.

A ATg o ST & Fershi Y aTawt & fIT AT e BRE 1 IR a3t o frder i
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At least 126 Indians joined Russia
Army, 16 ‘missing, says Centre

|GS Paper Il |

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The government is aware
of at least 126 cases of In-
dians who joined the Rus-
sian Army to fight in the
war in Ukraine, the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Friday, indi-
cating their numbers conti-
nue to rise despite efforts
to stop them.

According to the latest
figures released, of the 126
Indian men that the Indian
Embassy in Moscow has
been intimated about, 96
have returned to India thus
far. Of the remainder, 12
have been killed in the con-
flict, including one from
Kerala, who died last week,
and one is being treated for
injuries at a hospital in
Moscow. As many as 16 are
believed to be “missing”,
as officials said they could
not be traced at present.

“Their whereabouts are
not known, and the Rus-
sian side has categorised
them as missing,” said
MEA spokesperson Rand-

The Indian Embassy in Moscow has been mformed about 126 menin
Russian armed forces.

hir Jaiswal, detailing the fi-
gures.

“We remain engaged
with the Russian authori-
ties to ascertain the whe-
reabouts of the missing In-
dian nationals, as also
seeking early release and
repatriation of those who
remain,” he added.

On the two most recent
casualties, Mr. Jaiswal said
that the Indian embassy of-
ficials were in touch with
Russian authorities to en-

sure that the mortal re-
mains of Binil Babu, a 32-
year-old from Thrissur dis-
trict in Kerala who
succumbed to injuries
from a drone attack last
week, are brought back to
India at the earliest. Before
he died, Mr. Babu was re-
portedly in contact with
the Embassy, and had
wanted to return home.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

At least 126 Indians joined Russia Army, 16 ‘missing’, says

Centre

FH q FH 126 ﬂn?ﬁwwaﬁr@mﬁamgu, 16 ‘ATIdT, Fg o

el
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e The government is aware of 126 cases of Indians who joined the Russian Army to
fight in the war in Ukraine, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on Friday,
indicating their numbers continue to rise despite efforts to stop them.

TIHR DT 126 ARAIT & HTHA I STABRT 8, [Siegior & T A1 & AT gl Jahet Jour
H o318 4, ﬁ?&rm(MEA)ﬁeWRaﬁm,ugaaﬁﬁguﬁ:s?%ma?ma?
SIASIE 3eTeh! HEAT 9 T ¢

e According to the latest figures, of the 126 Indian men, the Indian Embassy in
Moscow has been informed about 96 who have returned to India.

FANATH HIHFT & AR, 126 HRAT T8 7 § 96 3R dte T §, [T Sreverdy Arent
# AR ATy 1 & TS

e 12 Indians have been killed in the conflict, including one from Kerala, who died last
week, and 1 is being treated for injuries at a hospital in Moscow.

12 sReArat i Al 50 Ty 7 g1 gohr &, Frae Tk e A, S o g% AR I, 3K 1
TFd T STl ATER! F JTIATT 3 T BT

e 16 Indians are believed to be “missing”, as officials said they could not be traced at
present.

16 AT & "ATgaT” @Yot Y ATAFT §, FHIh JTURRY TIHTA # 3TohT TdT 9T 7 3 TqHY
gl

e “The Russian side has categorized them as missing,” said MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal, detailing the figures.

"FHY 98T o 3o¢ ATIAT o &9 F qafiehd T §," MEA YaerdT T0TeR SI|aTe o 3iehs STl

gl heTl
9

e The Indian government remains in contact with Russian authorities to ascertain the
whereabouts of the missing nationals and ensure their early release and repatriation.

WA TR Tt AFIRGT & a1y guss 7 § J1for araar AreTReY 1 IaT S9Tar 577 Toh
3R 3e7ehr srear Rets AR Faeer aradt giared i o @ |

¢ On the two most recent casualties, Mr. Jaiswal said that Indian Embassy officials are
working to ensure the mortal remains of Binil Babu, a 32-year-old from Thrissur
district in Kerala, are brought back to India.

gIToIT &F gaTeal W, it Saware & Fgl foh AR garare & fUery 32 affa Rfaa ag
(ST 3T & PR forer & 9) & oa Y HRA I9H a9+ & AT FA TR I8

e Binil Babu succumbed to injuries from a drone attack last week. Before he died, he
had contacted the Indian Embassy and expressed a desire to return home.

ﬁmwﬁﬂﬁaﬁm@wmﬁmﬁmﬁasmgél 3TN Hog A Tgel, 3egia]
HRAT garary & TG foham AT 3R e dleat i sTaT cgard S oY
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IGS Paper I: Ancient History |
[] L]
Script reading
The deciphering of the Indus script
should not be clouded by politics
T he recent announcement by Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, of a $1-million
prize scheme for deciphering the script
of the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC), seems to
have revived popular interest in the subject,
which remains a puzzle to archaeologists, histor-
ians and linguists. His invitation for further re-
search was made in the context of the centenary
celebration of the IVC discovery, which was pu-
blished by then chief of the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India , John Marshall, in September 1924.
Spread across 1.5 million square kilometres in the
territories of modern-day India, Pakistan, and Af-
ghanistan during the Bronze Age (3000-1500
BCE), the IVC, also known as Harappan Civilisa-
tion, was regarded as complex as the better-
known civilisations of Mesopotamia, Egypt and
China. The Indus civilisation was essentially ur-
ban. Even though there has been a large number
of objects and materials of archaeological value
in support of the IVC, the decipherment of seals
and tablets has not been to the satisfaction of all.
About 20 years ago, a group of western scholars
had argued that writing was not a necessity of an-
cient urban settlements, not even those as mas-
sive as those of the Harappans, and that “a hand-
ful of unknown symbols” could no longer be
claimed as evidence of writing. Since then, there
has been an exchange of scholarly views for and
against the theory of the Indus civilisation being a
highly literate society. It is against this context
that Mr. Stalin’s announcement needs to be seen.
There is also a school of thought that there was a
script which was “proto-Dravidian”, “non-
Aryan” and “pre-Aryan”. This could be a reason
why a southern State, Tamil Nadu, has made the
offer. The State government has also supported a
study on Indus signs and graffiti marks of Tamil
Nadu as part of a project of the documentation
and the digitisation of graffiti and Tamili (Tamil-
Brahmi)-inscribed potsherds of Tamil Nadu.
Researchers face certain challenges while re-
solving the Indus riddle. There is a complaint that
the entire database regarding the seals has not
yet been made available in the public domain.
While allowing free access to these resources,
central and State authorities should ensure that
context for them is also provided. More impor-
tantly, studies should be carried out without any
interference. The likelihood of the proposed stu-
dy’s findings going against the established and
particular narrative should not be allowed to
cloud intellectual pursuit. There is also scope for
well-coordinated work among South Asian coun-
tries, including Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan

and Afghanistan, to unravel the mystery. But if

political differences are permitted to adversely
impact the execution of any such study, the
world, and India, will be much the poorer for it.

\"-a = Dd [
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The deciphering of the Indus script
should not be clouded by politics

g3q fafY Y 97sr ) Taafa @ wsnfaa =€t
gl T1feT

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin recently
announced a $1-million prize scheme for
deciphering the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC)
script, sparking renewed interest in the
subject.

afftes & g 7.%. wafes 8 g § A gsw
T It (IVC) f i sr gasar F faw 1
faforaer ste & REwR et $r givor &, orad
5 v & o1: 31 3eveT g6 B

e  The announcement was made during the centenary
celebration of the IVC discovery, which was first published by
John Marshall in September 1924.

g EIVUTT IVC Y @S FY AATSE! TARIE & a1 T 315 o, 5
Ugel SAleT AT GaRT e 1924 F JemifAd fonam 17 |

o The Indus Valley Civilisation, also known as the
Harappan Civilisation, existed during the Bronze Age (3000-
1500 BCE) across 1.5 million square kilometres, covering
modern-day India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

$3W °TEr T, foI& gTour Fear o gl STl 8, Fieq o
(3000-1500 $.9.) # 1.5 fAferaer et frafieT # thel o1, 5
e R, wifhearer 3R srwanfarearT & &t # o

e The Indus Civilisation was an urban society, regarded as
complex like Mesopotamia, Egypt, and China.

S FHIAT Ueh 2gd) AT o, To A, & sk e
S eIan3tt & AT Sfeer AT IraT AT

o Despite numerous archaeological discoveries, the
deciphering of seals and tablets from the IVC has not
satisfied all scholars.
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S WIdTica® @il & drasie, IVC & Hel AR aflaat A sarear @it fagare & dqse
CEERRIES]

o About 20 years ago, a group of Western scholars argued that writing may not have
been necessary in ancient urban settlements, including the Harappans, and that the
symbols on seals should not be considered writing.

20 Tl Ugd, o qiRasY gt 1 ag oo fohar f& greiier eredr aieaat #, forest gour sit
TR §, AT T ITTRTRAT L1 &1 el Y, 3 FERT 9T 3ifehcl Tchiehl hT ST =TT AT
ST TfRv|

e Since then, there has been a debate over whether the Indus civilisation was a highly
literate society.
3% §1¢, U Jg 969 IR ¢ Toh $59 FIFIT Uoh 3Tk A& FATST 2T a7 781 |

e Some believe the script was "proto-Dravidian," "non-Aryan," and "pre-Aryan," which
may explain why Tamil Nadu has shown interest.

S T AT § o fAfT " er-afds, “d-amd, 3k "qa-amd o, S 75 wweT ancd §
affraeng = sad = Rwrs B

e« The Tamil Nadu government has also supported a study on Indus signs and graffiti
marks as part of a documentation and digitisation project.

AfferelTg TIHR o 50 Fahall X A Rgat W v sreaga a1 stagaieer ik
fSforeehator e & g w#d= fhar |

e Researchers face challenges due to the unavailability of the entire seal database to
the public.

QAT ATHT T G HYeT STTAH HTcloTfoTeh TG H ITCTSE o Blol o HRUT HATATIN T AIHAT

AT ISdT g |

e Authorities must ensure that resources are accessible and that the context for these
seals is provided to aid research.

siftrEt At 75 gaRad s afew o darers gorer & 3R 37 At & forw wast e
fohar ST arfep MeT H Aeg, Ao o |

e The study should proceed without interference, as findings may challenge
established narratives.

I F) FOAT gEARNT F 31T FgaT AR, AT S8 vy Tenfie swan3if & gt &
Thd gl
e There is scope for coordinated work among South Asian countries, including Sri

Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, to unravel the mystery of the Indus
script.

g5¥ Tl & @ 1 g & fav fgior ofRrarg e, See sieret, areender, arfrearer
3R srwmanfarEaT enfae §, & S FAfead F @7 3EE E

e If political differences interfere with such studies, it would hurt global understanding
and India's research efforts.
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Ife Taifas AGAE 5T TR & 3ETTT H §Edald ald g, df Ig IRaGs AT 3R IRaT &

QT GATHT T FHHTT TEETTI|

India’s real growth rate and the forecast

[GS Paper lll: National Accounting

he First Advance Estimates (FAE) of

National Accounts for 2024-25 show a

real GDP growth of 6.4% and a nominal

GDP growth of 9.7%. These numbers
have fallen short of the Reserve Bank of India’s
revised growth estimate of 6.6% for real GDP, as
in its December 2024 monetary policy statement
and 10.5% for nominal GDP growth as in the
2024-25 Union Budget presented in July 2024.

The annual growth of 6.4% can be seen as

consisting of 6% growth in the first half and 6.7%
growth in the second half. There is, thus, a clear
improvement expected over the Q2 growth of
5.4%. The sharp fall in 2024-25 annual GDP
growth from that of the previous year at 8.2% is
seen only in the case of GDP. With respect to
Gross Value Added (GVA), this difference,
between 7.2% and 6.4%, is much less. On the GVA
side, it was the manufacturing sector which
suffered a sharp fall in sectoral growth from 9.9%
in 2023-24 to 5.3% in 2024-25.

Growth prospects for 2025-26
The Gross Fixed Capital Formation rate at
constant prices has ranged between 33.3% and
33.5% during 2021-22 to 2024-25. Thus, it appears
to have stabilised around 33.4%. It is expected to
continue at this level in 2025-26. The average
Incremental Capital Output Ratio (ICOR) has been
marginally higher than 5 in recent years.
Assuming ICOR to be 5.11in 2025-26, we may
consider a 6.5% real GDP growth to be realistic.

There may not be much change in the global
economy even though Donald Trump’s
assumption of office may create more
uncertainty. India will have to largely depend on
domestic demand.

In particular, the Government of India has to
ensure that there is no relaxation in its
investment expenditure. In fact, the slightly lower
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Over the next
five years, the
best that India
may hope for is
a steady real
GDP growth

rate of 6.5%

growth in 2024-25 is largely linked to the
slowdown in the Government of India’s
investment growth which has remained negative
at (-)12.3% even after eight months into the fiscal
year.

With a lower nominal GDP growth in 2024-25
of 9.7% as compared to the budgeted nominal
GDP growth of 10.5%, the budgeted Gross Tax
Revenue (GTR) of ¥38.4 lakh crore may not be
realised if the budgeted buoyancy of 1.03 is
maintained. As per Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) data, GTR growth for the first
eight months was 10.7%. If this growth is
maintained for the remaining months also, the
realised buoyancy would be about 1.1, which is
higher than the budgeted buoyancy. In such a
case, tax revenue shortfall will be minimal. In
other words, any revenue constraint or likely
pressure on fiscal deficit would not constrain the
government's ability to achieve its capital
expenditure target of ¥11.1 lakh crore.

Reason for the dip

However, after the first eight months, the level of
the Government of India’s capital expenditure
has remained limited to ¥5.14 lakh crore, that is
46.2% of the Budget target. In the remaining four
months, the Government of India’s capital
expenditure may be accelerated. It may still fall
well short of the target. This has been the main
reason for the dip in overall real GDP growth in
2024-25.

Going forward in 2025-26, the Government of
India will have to continue to rely on an
accelerated capital expenditure growth which
can be kept at least at 20% on the revised
estimates for 2024-25. Sustained government
capital expenditures can have a favourable effect
on private investment. The size and the pattern of
investment expenditure of the government

India’s Real Growth Rate and the Forecast

R Y aFafaF R o 3R qEigae

e The First Advance Estimates (FAE) of National Accounts for 2024-25 show a real
GDP growth of 6.4% and a nominal GDP growth of 9.7%.

Address :
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

should be designed to accelerate private
investment as well.

Medium- to long-term growth prospects
Over a period of next five years, the best that
India may hope for is a steady real GDP growth
rate of 6.5%. This is in line with the International
Monetary Fund’s real GDP growth projection for
the Indian economy, as in its October 2024
release, which is at 6.5% over the period 2025-26
to 2029-30. This real GDP growth may be
accompanied by an implicit price deflator
(IPD)-based inflation of about 4% which can give a
nominal GDP growth in the range 0f 10.5%-11%. In
years in which global conditions improve and the
contribution of net exports to GDP growth
becomes significant, real GDP growth may touch
even 7%. If a real growth of around 6.5% and a
nominal growth in the range of 10.5%-11% are
maintained over the long run with an average
exchange rate depreciation of 2.5% per annum,
India should be able to reach a per capita GDP
level consistent with a developed country status
in the next two and half decades. But the task is
not going to be easy. It will be hard to grow at
6.5% as the base keeps on increasing. In fact, in
the earlier years, the growth rate will have to be
higher. But, at present, the potential rate of
growth appears to be 6.5%. However, it can
change.

In the light of a potential growth rate of 6.5%,
the achievement of 6.4% in 2024-25 should not be
considered as disappointing. In fact, the
achievement of 8.2% in 2023-24 should be
considered as a flash in the pan. The current
year’s growth rate of 6.4% as in the first advance
estimates should be seen in the context of India’s
potential growth rate.

The views expressed are personal

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

patrioticias.in



Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

2024-25 & T T @idt & 94H ATAF ITATT (FAE) & 3JAR aredids GDP gefer
6.4% 31X Wik GDP g&ftr 9.7% &of &1 1S B

e These numbers are below the Reserve Bank of India’s revised growth estimate of
6.6% for real GDP and 10.5% for nominal GDP, as stated in the December 2024
monetary policy statement and the 2024-25 Union Budget (July 2024).

A 3Ths HRAT RAa dF & G 3741 & A 8, ora areafas GDP & fav 6.6%
3R WTHfa® GDP & ToIT 10.5% T G2 T 3TeTATeT 91T 1T T, S ferwa 2024 Al
A FFaed X 2024-25 & FET T91C (FATE 2024) H TEd Fohar 1T 21|

e The annual growth of 6.4% is split into 6% growth in the first half and 6.7% growth
in the second half, showing improvement over the Q2 growth of 5.4%.

6.4% 1T Fefer T g BATE 7 6% 3N qUY BATE A 6.7% H qenioia fhar aran &, St
gt faaAmdY (Q2) #1 5.4% g ¥ e ¢

e The sharp fall in annual GDP growth from 8.2% in 2023-24 to 6.4% in 2024-25 is more
visible in GDP figures, while the GVA decline is smaller (from 7.2% to 6.4%).

2023-24 % 8.2%  2024-25 H 6.4% T aTf¥eh GDP Feiel # el FTRIae 31fee FIse §,
Stafeh GVA & FaY (7.2% & 6.4%) 31987 A &

¢ The manufacturing sector growth fell sharply from 9.9% in 2023-24 to 5.3% in 2024-
25.

fovaTor &t Y ggftr 2023-24 % 9.9% & TeaT 2024-25 H 5.3% 1 TS|

Growth Prospects for 2025-26
2025-26 & fow e waE=e

e The Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) rate has stabilized between 33.3% and
33.5% during 2021-22 to 2024-25 and is expected to remain at 33.4% in 2025-26.

U gt fAfor X (GFCF) 2021-22 & 2024-25 & gReT 33.3% 3iIX 33.5% & o e

IET & 31X 2025-26 # 33.4% &= T 371G ¢ |
e Assuming an Incremental Capital Output Ratio (ICOR) of 5.1, a 6.5% real GDP
growth for 2025-26 seems realistic.

5.1 T ICOR #TeId §U, 2025-26 & fIT 6.5% $T A€ fas GDP FEer I JATIITE AT ST

Hehell &

e The global economy is expected to remain stable, although Donald Trump’s
assumption of office could create uncertainty. India will primarily depend on
domestic demand.

3Tgeh AcTaTUT U IgT T AT &, ETelifch Stelles e & TEHR AT Hlet T
sifafRaaar deT 81 Herclt 81 SR FEad: T AT R IR wyam|

e The Government of India’s investment growth has remained negative at (-)12.3%
even after eight months into the fiscal year.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

T a¥ & 31T HER QB o FTaole, HRA TIHR Sl fader gefir (-)12.3% ThRIcHS ET
gl

e Anominal GDP growth of 9.7% in 2024-25, lower than the budgeted 10.5%, may
impact the Gross Tax Revenue (GTR) target of ¥38.4 lakh crore.

2024-25 % 9.7% FY Wi faF GDP Feftr, St Ioic AT 10.5% & HH g, T38.4 a1

FUT & el FT T (GTR) 18T Y GHITIT T Fehall &1

e The Controller General of Accounts (CGA) data shows a 10.7% growth in GTR for
the first eight months, which, if maintained, could result in a buoyancy of 1.1,
minimizing revenue shortfall.

HETAET fad=® (CGA) & 33 g 316 Hgell 3 GTR # 10.7% FEfer fawrd §, 3 3R
AT TET &, df 1.1 Y FI-TSIdN &7 Tohdll ¢, [T aH TS HI haT et giaf|

e The government’'s capital expenditure target of ¥11.1 lakh crore is unlikely to be
constrained by fiscal deficit pressures.

THN o T11.1 F1F FUS F Tl 97 T8 W I TS T GalTa gled hl HHTIT o181 o |

Reason for the Dip

ITae F1 FROT

o After the first eight months, Government of India’s capital expenditure remained
limited to ¥5.14 lakh crore, which is 46.2% of the Budget target.

TES 311G HEIGAT oh dTe;, R AIHR HT YGITd 47 X5.14 oI 13 oo WA 8T, 51t 7o
Jolc oI&T FT 46.2% &1

e In the remaining four months, capital expenditure may accelerate but could still fall
short of the target, being the main reason for the dip in 2024-25 real GDP growth.

AY AR AL A, GollTe SqF ol &1 Heell &, bl of&T W A T§ Heell &, ST 2024-25 Hr
arFdfa® GDP geftr # WRrae &I &I FROT |

o For 2025-26, the Government of India needs to ensure accelerated capital
expenditure growth of at least 20% on the revised estimates for 2024-25.

2025-26 & feIT, R TR T Ig AT T 81T foh YT 37 g f& A @ A
2024-25 & WM IFATA 9T 20% 8|

e Sustained government capital expenditures can positively impact private investment,
with a focus on accelerating private investments through size and pattern of
government investment expenditure.

T TLHRT Yoltard ea ol farsft frder oX HepRTcAs T81Td 93 Hehdl &, 3N TR & fader
=g F PR AR deat & Aread @ [ AT I AT L 9T &A1+ &1 AfRu|

Medium- to Long-Term Growth Prospects

7egH ¥ QeFifas gefor waa=Te
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o Over the next five years, India’s steady real GDP growth rate is expected to be around
6.5%, aligning with IMF projections from October 2024.

3aTer AT ANt H, R U areafas GDP & X oeTsaT 6.5% TGt ol HHTEAT &, ST
FagaT 2024 H IMF & 3TATAT & 376 &

e Real GDP growth of 6.5% may be accompanied by IPD-based inflation of 4%, resulting
in nominal GDP growth of 10.5%-11%.

6.5% T arFdafas GDP gefer & A1y IPD TR HEEHITA 4% & Fehell 8, a4 10.5%-
11% Y ATHATT GDP g&fer gre |

o In favorable global conditions, real GDP growth could reach 7%, contributing
significantly to GDP through net exports.

3iejehel ARaen TRFEUf &, areafas GDP qaflr 7% oo 9§ Fehell §, 3R ey frdha &
ATEIH § GDP #H AgcaquT A19TeTe g1 Hehell & |

e Maintaining 6.5% real growth and 10.5%-11% nominal growth with 2.5% annual
exchange rate depreciation may help India achieve developed country status in 25
years.

6.5% FY aEATAF e iR 10.5%-11% HY ATHATT Jaftr T 2.5% arfds Rfaama e #
FHY & H1Y TATC T H HRA T 25 aui H e &er F1 gt ured a3el & A [T Feheh!
gl

e Higher growth rates in initial years are crucial as potential growth rate appears to be
6.5% currently.

URTRe auf 7 3T Ef & AgcaquT § Fifeh TAATT 7 WHIFAT gEfer ax 6.5% Wehiet el
gl

e The achievement of 6.4% growth in 2024-25 should not be seen as disappointing, given
the potential rate of 6.5%, while 8.2% in 2023-24 was more of an anomaly.

2024-25 # 6.4% & I PRIRITSTAh ET HIAT ST AIGT, Fhifeh HHTAT &< 6.5% &,
Stafeh 2023-24 # 8.2% 31t AT o

o The current year’s growth rate of 6.4% should be viewed in the context of India’s
potential growth rate.

ITHTS Y T 6.4% Y G T 1 HRA T Tl geftr g¥ & west 1 q@r s =nfge|
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The multiple layers of the Gaza ceasefire

|GS Paper II: West Asia \
J ust days before the swearing-in of United

States President-elect Donald Trump, and a

few hours before outgoing President Joe
Biden gave his final address to the American
people on January 15, 2025, Israel and Hamas
announced that the long-elusive ceasefire
agreement over Gaza had been struck. The state
of Qatar, long stuck in between as a mediator,
said the deal was to take effect from January 19,
2025, a day before Mr. Trump takes charge. An
exchange of Israeli hostages and Palestinian
prisoners is at the centre of this arrangement.

The deck and the cards

The news of the agreement saw Palestinians in
Gaza take to the streets in celebration, having
faced death and destruction at the hands of the
Israeli military whose response to the October 7,
2023 terror attack went on for over 15 months
even as political deadlocks continued. In a
statement, Hamas has highlighted that the
movement “dealt with all responsibility and
positivity, based on its responsibility towards our
patient and steadfast people in the honorable
Gaza strip, by stopping the Zionist aggression
against them and putting an end to the massacres
and war of genocide to which they are being
subjected”.

In Washington DC, Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden
reportedly worked in unison to deliver the deal
even as both tried to lap up the credit. For Mr.
Trump, who previously demanded that such a
deal be reached before his presidency, this was a
marketable advertising of renewed American
strength as promised in his election campaign.
For Mr. Biden, it is an attempt to salvage legacy.

The joker in this geopolitical deck is Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Amidst
misplaced perceptions that Mr. Trump would
allow Mr. Netanyahu a longer leash to continue
his military operations in Gaza unabated, opinion
prevailed that anyone but Mr. Biden would be
good for both stemming the ongoing conflicts and
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Despite the
complexities,
the international
community
must play its
role by pushing
for the
sustainability of
this deal

reigning in Israel’s military posturing. It is in all
likeliness not a coincidence that the Israeli
leadership agreed to the deal — which, in parallel
with Hamas, it has scuttled many times — to send
a message of partnership and resolve to Mr.
Trump.

Why Mr. Netanyahu would go out of the way to
court Mr. Trump, even after the Israeli leader was
invited by the Republicans to address a joint
session of Congress in July 2024, is a question
that has a simple answer. Mr. Trump prioritises
personality over policy. Agreeing to this deal with
Hamas is offering Mr. Trump a victory at
potentially big domestic costs for Mr. Netanyahu.
For long, Mr. Netanyahu has maintained that only
a complete victory over Hamas is acceptable.
With this deal, he becomes an Israeli Prime
Minister who has cut a political settlement with
the arch foe, but without a complete elimination
of Hamas.

On Hamas and Israel

There is no doubt that Hamas and also Hezbollah
in Lebanon have had their capacities diminished
over the past year after leadership decapitation
operations conducted by Israel.

Simultaneously, outgoing U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken has also said that
assessments show that Hamas has recruited as
many new militants as it has lost. The lack of a
political track acting as insurance for the ceasefire
remains a concern. Hamas is expected to
continue to be in control of Gaza in the time to
come as barely any movements have taken place
to reorganise Palestinian politics in a way where
the group can be brought under a wider and
more mainstream Palestinian-led political
ecosystem.

Hamas, by itself, will remain steadfast in its
ideology against Israeli security and sovereignty,
while Hamas and Israel continue to remain on the
same page against a two-state solution, despite a
global push for this being the only viable option

The Multiple Layers of the Gaza Ceasefire

ST U TaH & faffie gge

e Just days before the swearing-in of United States President-elect Donald Trump,
and a few hours before outgoing President Joe Biden's final address on January 15,
2025, Israel and Hamas announced a long-elusive ceasefire agreement over Gaza.

TgFa U FANFT & faifara wegufer Sares ¢o & vy 7807 § Fo R vea ik o
q135A & JHAH AT & Fo G Ugel, 15 FeTad 2025 FY, FAUSA AR FATH o AT H
fore ofsr FaT @ ychifard geufas aagla S gvor &)

e The state of Qatar, acting as a mediator, announced that the deal would take effect
from January 19, 2025, just a day before Mr. Trump assumes office.
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available for lasting peace.

The prevailing situation of this status quo,
despite the ceasefire, can be leveraged by Mr.
Netanyahu in case Hamas resumes attacks against
Israeli territories and populations. In such a
situation, Mr. Netanyahu will be able to approach
Mr. Trump from a vantage point, having agreed to
the Hamas deal. A return to retaliatory tactics at
this juncture will in all likeliness come with the
full support of Mr. Trump, manoeuvring the
Israeli position back to one of strength — like one
it enjoyed under Mr. Biden. Previously, Mr.
Trump has publicly stated that there would be
‘hell to pay” for Hamas if Israeli hostages, which
includes American citizens, are not released.

Gaza and its rebuilding

Beyond the political intricacies of this ceasefire
arrangement, the most important deliverable
would be that of critical aid to the people in Gaza
as food and medical shortages surpassed
criticality a long time ago. Beyond the aid front,
the rebuilding of Gaza may yet be a premature
discussion until alternative political mechanisms
are envisioned within the Palestinian fold. This is
where the Arab powers have an opportunity to
exert influence, and seek a remoulding, a
re-shaping, and a revitalisation of the Palestinian
Authority to better equip Palestinian politics as a
core stakeholder for a challenging future, where
the much sought-after two-state solution remains
a distant reality.

Finally, the international community must also
play its role to push for the sustainability of this
deal. The future of West Asian prosperity, newer
geo-economic architectures such as the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, a
potential expansion of the Abraham Accords, and
even the radicalism of a Saudi Arabia-Israel
normalisation, ultimately hinges on this
momentum. At the end of the day, the
management of regional geopolitical fissures by
regional powers will determine all outcomes.
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e U, S ALTEY 1 1fHenT 3o Te1 2, & =iwor i o I8 FAsilar 19 seradt 2025 &
JHTAT 81T, ST fh €T & UGHR IGUT el T Teh [T Ugol B

An exchange of Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners lies at the center of this
arrangement.

U cITAT F e, I FoTal Ui 3 AT it 1 3me=-ve= 2|

The Deck and the Cards
aTer FT @ IR T=

The announcement saw Palestinians in Gaza celebrating, having faced extensive
death and destruction during 15 months of Israeli military operations following the
October 7, 2023 terror attack.

$H HINUT & e aMTel & e fATdfat @ srest #aman, it 3egiel 7 3rarga¥ 2023 & ATy
&HA & 91 15 ALY dh SoRITel A RIS & alreT Ay ®iq 31 @ 1 arega
fepam|

In a statement, Hamas highlighted that it acted with responsibility and positivity to
end the Zionist aggression and massacres against the people of Gaza.

AN o Ueh AT & gl b 3T 3T & olldll I gY I STfaEe goe 31 aEgRY i

THATCT A & o0 foFAeH) 3R GFRIcAsar & a1y w3 )

In Washington DC, both Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden reportedly collaborated on the deal,
with both trying to claim credit.

arireres SRl 7, €9 30T 88 A 37 FHSAT W TEIT T, 3R AT 7 A oy i wifRrer
FI

For Mr. Trump, this deal symbolizes a renewed American strength, aligning with his
election campaign promises.

T9 & T Ig AT AR ATFT F TATYT T Tciieh 8, ST SoTeh FoIrd) dTal o He]&q
gl

For Mr. Biden, this is an attempt to salvage his legacy before leaving office.

153 & foIU I 3T UC BIseT ¥ Ugo! 31901 farad I<1e) &l Uah 9I7d &

The Role of Netanyahu

AdeaTg H AT

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, previously thought to prefer continued
military operations in Gaza, agreed to the deal to project partnership and resolve
towards the incoming Trump administration.

FOII & TUTAHA SSNTAT AT, SHeTeh TR F Tgel J§ HIelT STl AT o F 17T H Jezr
TR IR TEAT U HLAY, A Tg TASAT €7 FAHA & Ui AreierY 3K Tear @ &
forT TR foRa|
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o Despite past instances of scuttling ceasefire deals, Netanyahu’s government agreed to
this arrangement, likely to improve relations with Mr. Trump.

31l & geufaa THglar Y fathel Ye & STas(E, AdwATg HI THR - 5T TTEAT HI
TR X oI, AMIE €9 & A1Y HE JUR o fov|

e By agreeing to the deal, Netanyahu risks domestic criticism for making a political
settlement with Hamas, despite his stance of achieving a complete victory over the

group.
SH TAZI I THRR Fleh, ATATE §ATH & TTY TsTellfereh FHFANT FYe & foIT eXe]

HTelTeI=AT T SITEH 367 @ 8, STaich 3oteht (el @9y v qot sty uree st & o |

On Hamas and Israel

FATH 3 FoRBd W

e There is no doubt that Hamas and also Hezbollah in Lebanon have had their
capacities diminished over the past year after leadership decapitation operations
conducted by Israel.

Ig TS ¢ o AT 3R Aetrer & Rrqgean 1 &TAAT ool a¥ # g g@nT Aqed
wHAIfeT HIHAEA & o1e FA g ¢

e Simultaneously, outgoing U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has also said that
assessments show that Hamas has recruited as many new militants as it has lost.

ary &, adare AN fager 7 veddt SaseT o off g1 & o6 3mehoret & gaT Terar g &
AT = fSde AT o121k 7T fohT §, 3a) &1 381 a0 § |

e The lack of a political track acting as insurance for the ceasefire remains a concern.

wmma:mma;wﬁmmmmmmaﬁmmwﬁwwgé
gl

e Hamas is expected to continue to be in control of Gaza in the time to come as barely any
movements have taken place to reorganise Palestinian politics in a way where the
group can be brought under a wider and more mainstream Palestinian-led political
ecosystem.

AT & #iaST & a1 W AIT0T 9ATC T@ 1 3HIG & FiTh pfaedied Tsteifa s v
8 TS e & TIT Aol A IS e H 33T T &, fTq8 TH 1 Ueh cq9eh 3R
HETURT o RpfATdial Aqea arer Tereiifas aRfFafaehr a= & o 57 @ |

e Hamas, by itself, will remain steadfast in its ideology against Israeli security and
sovereignty, while Hamas and Israel continue to remain on the same page against a

two-state solution, despite a global push for this being the only viable option available
for lasting peace.

FHTH, 31ahel, SIS AT 3R TWSaT & Wo 319t e # 31f3er gam, ol o
3R SoRIFe &1-UsT FATUTA & fGeTh Toh &1 I56 W 4 §U E, o7 & 58 TRl 20ifd & forw
UHHATT SITGEIRS [dhed & &9 F 3Ras FHAT ured &t

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The prevailing situation of this status quo, despite the ceasefire, can be leveraged by
Mr. Netanyahu in case Hamas resumes attacks against Israeli territories and
populations.

HErS AT & arale FuTReufar 1 a5 adHne Rt s e qaRT F GaRT SRR
&1 3R STAHEAT W A T @ & i 1 Al 7 o197 3378 S Hebell B

In such a situation, Mr. Netanyahu will be able to approach Mr. Trump from a vantage
point, having agreed to the Hamas deal.

o TRl A, st Adeag, mm@ﬁémmﬁfmmﬁg& oY TFT & I Teh AT
Reufar & wger T
A return to retaliatory tactics at this juncture will in all likeliness come with the full support

of Mr. Trump, manoeuvring the Israeli position back to one of strength — like one it
enjoyed under Mr. Biden.

ST FHY FTcRITTeHe 0TI 3 ATy it g9 & qoT T & ArY el 1 FHIG &,
forae sorraer 1 feufa st fager & dgd wied AT i & araw 31m smeet|

Previously, Mr. Trump has publicly stated that there would be ‘hell to pay’ for Hamas if
Israeli hostages, which includes American citizens, are not released.

ugdl, st 27T o FrdsifAe ®9 § Her AT 6 3T gAR GanT sere quet, Srasd AR
AR &t il €, 1 Rgr w781 foham ara, At a7efik aRoTe S7arcet gian|

Gaza and its rebuilding

ST 3R 3WHT geAferaAtor

Beyond the political intricacies of this ceasefire arrangement, the most important
deliverable would be that of critical aid to the people in Gaza, as food and medical
shortages surpassed criticality a long time ago.

58 HESTaReT SqaET i Asteiifae T3 & W, & AgcaqoT H1H AT & o9l &
foT 31rareareh FgrardT g1, Fifsh We 3R FAfhear Hif AT Igd Teel & MR TR T
TG TR E

Beyond the aid front, the rebuilding of Gaza may yet be a premature discussion until

alternative political mechanisms are envisioned within the Palestinian fold.

HETAT A W, IS HT YATTHTOT T Ieh Ueh FHAAYS T &1 Fehell & ST cTeh 1oh Rpforeeiiet
TS & MR drfoue Teteiifaes dF T IREeT=T Tg] I ST

This is where the Arab powers have an opportunity to exert influence, and seek a
remoulding, a reshaping, and a revitalisation of the Palestinian Authority to better
equip Palestinian politics as a core stakeholder for a challenging future.

TET I ST9TE ¢ STeT 3 ATFAl o arg T STefet 3R Refarecial wiftror & gerete,
QATAHTOT 3R GeTsiiiaed et o1 3R &, clifeh Refareeiialt Trarehifer ot Toh TetchqoT sifasgy
& T Teh v RATURE & & & 95 clish I N foham 17 ||

The international community must also play its role to push for the sustainability of this
deal.
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AR FHET 1 871 387 FHSHA Y AT AR et o ferw 3raeir syfAer fovsreir
EUY

o The future of West Asian prosperity, newer geo-economic architectures such as the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor, a potential expansion of the Abraham
Accords, and even the radicalism of a Saudi Arabia-Israel normalisation, ultimately
hinges on this momentum.

uftersr TR ¥, S oRa-AYT qE-gA9 3l afoar, sramed wASlA & ariaa
farar, 3R 78T a& foh S IRT-FoRTT ATATHIHIT & 334G AT HIAST, 3idd: 39 i
W AR AT B

o At the end of the day, the management of regional geopolitical fissures by regional
powers will determine all outcomes.

3Ha #, el afFaat garT & s-Trereiifas @R & yawe welt aRomaT @1 fAeiiRa
HL|

Abraham Accords

e The Abraham Accords refer to agreements that normalized relations between Israel
and several Arab nations, brokered by the United States.

¢ These agreements mark a significant shift in Middle Eastern geopolitics by fostering
peace and cooperation among historical adversaries.

e The accords are seen as a step toward stability and economic collaboration in the

region.

o 3STEH FHSIA 3T THASIAT Pl TETHT PA 8, [olegial SoTd 3R F$ 3R ¢2AT & dfrar
HauT &l ATATT FoATT|

o TE TASIT AR I ACTTYAT H §U IR ALY T N TNl 3 Fgeaq0T Sigelrd
EGIER]

o g & H nfar 3R 3T agaer Fir G2 & v e AT AT &

Signatory Nations:

o Israel, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, Morocco, and Sudan have
signed the accords.

o The UAE and Bahrain were the first to sign in 2020 in Washington D.C., followed
by Sudan and Morocco in late 2020.

o ORI, HIFd I HARTT (UAE), Tgd1eT, AT, 3R 311 o TS
gEarer fhu|
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o UAE 3R T8 & 15 Rday 2020 &t arfiieres ST, & gFsiia © g&aer v,
S8 &1 2020 & 37 H FoTo R ARFR! o gEAER U]

e Historical Background:

ﬂﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁ g
Prior to the accords, Egypt (1979) and Jordan (1994) were the only Arab
nations to have peace treaties with Israel.

o GHESIE & ygd, AW (1979) 31 SATET (1994) 8 0F 3R 27 & fSegial SoRT
& @1y enfa gasia e I

o The Abraham Accords symbolize a growing shift in Arab-Israeli relations,
primarily driven by shared concerns about Iran and economic benefits.

o 3TTEH HHS] INT-SoRIIe Hatll 3 SGolTd i G2lffl §, 9T F{TT 9 § ST
AR FRIar3it 3R 3T amat @ R €1
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Govt. plans to make India
hub for mobility sector: PM

The Centre is prioritising electric mobility and reducing the country’s import bills on fossil fuels,

says Modi; he highlights green hydrogen mission and initiatives taken to promote solar power

[GS Paper Il

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi on Fri-
day made a strong

pitch for the automobile in-
dustry to “make in India,
make for the world” em-
phasising that the future
belonged to “Asia and In-
dia” at the inauguration of
the Bharat Mobility Global
Expo 2025.

The Prime Minister out-
lined several investments
made by the government
to position India as an at-
tractive destination for the
mobility sector. These in-
cluded the 11 lakh crore al-
location for infrastructure
spending in last year’s Bud-
get announcement, the PM
Gati Shakti programme for
multi-modal connectivity,
and the National Logistics
Policy, which he said
would make India the most
competitive in logistics
costs globally.

The PM also listed initia-
tives aimed at advancing
electric mobility and re-
ducing the country’s im-
port bills on fossil fuels.
This includes a focus on
developing technologies
for electric vehicles (EVs),
hydrogen fuel, and bio-
fuels through initiatives
like the National Electric
Mobility Mission and
Green Hydrogen Mission.
Additionally, there was an
impetus for solar power
with the government intro-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Bharat Mobility Global Expo 2025 in New Delhi on Friday. AnI

ducing 18,000 crore
worth of production-
linked incentives for ad-
vanced chemistry cell bat-
tery storage.

Expo highlights

The first day of the five-day
expo saw Maruti Suzuki
launch its first-ever battery
electric vehicle — the E Vit-
ara, which will go into pro-
duction at the automaker’s
plant in Gujarat in a few
months. This electric mo-
del will also be exported to
over 100 countries, includ-
ing Japan and Europe, esta-
blishing India as a global
hub for EV manufacturing.
The production of the SUV
is set to begin soon, with
sales expected to open be-
fore the end of 2025. The
car boasts a range of 500
km for the 61 kWh battery
variant on a single charge.

The automaker will also
support its customers with
smart home chargers and a
network of fast-charging
stations in the top 100 ci-
ties, ensuring charging
points are available “every
5 to 10 km”, along with
1,500 EV-enabled service
workshops covering 1,000
cities, according to Hisashi
Takeuchi, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of the
company.

“Maruti plans to be the
largest EV manufacturer in
the country by the end of
2025, Partho Banerjee,
head of marketing and
sales, told presspersons.
He said that the company
would initially have the ca-
pacity to manufacture one
lakh units annually.

Hyundai also  an-
nounced the launch of its
first mass-market electric

vehicle, the Hyundai Creta
Electric, which it describes
as its first indigenous EV
SUV in India, starting at a
price of %17.99 lakh. It
comes with two battery
pack options: 51.4 kWh
and 42 kWh, offering driv-
ing ranges of 473 km and
390 km, respectively.

While Tata Motors did
not unveil a new EV in the
passenger car segment, it
showcased several new
products in the commer-
cial vehicle segment.
These include the Prima
H.28, which is an indige-
nously developed H2 ICE
truck with a range of 550
km, developed as part of
the government’s hydro-
gen pilot programme. The
Ultra E9 is a new truck
from the compny and the
Intercity EV 2.0 a bus for
long distance travel.
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Govt. plans to make India hub for mobility sector: PM

TIFER Y ST HRT S AT 8F FT Fg aelrer a1 NoA

The Centre is prioritising electric mobility and aims to reduce the country’s import
bills on fossil fuels, says PM Mod..

g TR gafdes AfAfad F yrafawar & W § 31k gor & shanew b= & s e #i
HH B T A8 I g, SIUH AIGT o Fel|

PM Modi highlighted the Green Hydrogen Mission and various initiatives taken to
promote solar power.

fva A F M grsiae A 31k @R F97T ) Temar 3 F fAT 3610 7T Heal Fr W@ifhd

R

PM Modi emphasized the “Make in India, Make for the World” initiative, stating that
the future belonged to Asia and India during the inauguration of the Bharat Mobility
Global Expo 2025.

o HIEY o " AE ST 3T, AF PR G dos” meaﬁgﬂaﬁrﬁmﬁwmaﬁt
HRA FT &, TE 91 3o61eT AR ALY Teae Taaar 2025 & 3carcd H FHel|

The government has invested significantly to make India an attractive destination for the
mobility sector, including a 11 lakh crore allocation for infrastructure spending in
the last Budget.

THR & 11 a1 F03 F Ay o @ aigd, AfAfAE &7 & faw sira #r srrds
I I H g7 32T AT gl

Initiatives like PM Gati Shakti programme for multi-modal connectivity and the
National Logistics Policy aim to make India globally competitive in logistics costs.

dioar afdfFa FdFH & AT @ AE-Alsd FafFeiad 3R I difeeesd Afa
R & 3Raeh TaAT 9T wfaeasdf ssrer &1 ofeg t@a &

Expo Highlights
TFHY AT HET a1

On the first day of the five-day expo, Maruti Suzuki launched its first-ever battery
electric vehicle (E Vitara), which will go into production in Gujarat in a few months.

uier feae e warwat & uge o, ATefer Fordt F gt wgelt et AfFes awer (5 Rem)
dleel Y, TSIt 3cUTel Fo AL H ISRIT H L& g

The E Vitara will be exported to over 100 countries, including Japan and Europe,
solidifying India as a global hub for EV manufacturing.

§ FrerT o1 SImarer 3R I Afge 100 F rflrew et F foava fovam strwer, fSed sra §
fawfor 71 &fRawF Fg oem|

The vehicle boasts a range of 500 km for the 61 kWh battery variant on a single
charge, with sales expected to open before the end of 2025.
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Ig aTgT 61 kWh d&ff aRue & fow 500 P fr Is ear &, 3tk sghr o 2025 & 3 @
Ul YE gl I 3FAIG

e Hyundai launched its first mass-market EV SUV, the Hyundai Creta Electric, with a
starting price of ¥17.99 lakh.

§5% o 3T TgT 93 TSR aren $t vage, §5§ 1 gAfFeF dlleer T, e s
HrAT T17.99 91T &

e The Creta Electric offers two battery options: 51.4 kWh and 42 kWh, providing ranges of
473 km and 390 km, respectively.

#er gafFesd 7 o SedY fawed §: 51.4 kWh 3R 42 kwh, 3 sa1er: 473 farelt 3ilv 390 fraY

T IST et e g |
e« Tata Motors showcased Prima H.28, an H2 ICE truck with a range of 550 km,
developed under the government’s hydrogen pilot programme.

crer Aley o R#AT ve.28, U H2 ICE & Yeid fonar, foraehr Io7 550 faet § 3ikza

TIHN EIBENSAT YIIAC FIRHH F ded [Ahiad [Har I &

o Tata Motors also introduced the Ultra E9 truck and the Intercity EV 2.0 bus for long-
distance travel.

CTET ACH & 3reeT §9 o iR el g1 T ITET & Telv SRS §Y 2.0 9 o qer 1|

Budget Session of
Parliament from
January 31 to April 4

[GS Paper II: Parliament|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Budget Session of Par-
liament will convene on Ja-
nuary 31. The first part of
the session will conclude
on February 13 and the se-
cond part of the session af-
ter the recess will begin on
March 10 and go on till
April 4.

The session will begin
with President Droupadi
Murmu’s address to a joint
session of Parliament. The
Budget will be presented
on February 1.

The Election Commis-
sion has directed the Un-
ion government not to
have any Delhi-centric an-
nouncements in the Bud-
get in view of the Assembly

polls scheduled on Febru-
ary 5. With Bihar polls
scheduled later this year,
the BJP’s allies Janata Dal
(United) and Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) will hope
for crucial announcements
for the State.

The Joint Committee on
Wagf (Amendment) Bill,
2024, is expected to pre-
sent its report. The NDA al-
lies are not keen to push it
through in Parliament.

The Joint Parliamentary
Committee reviewing the
simultaneous elections Bill
is also scheduled to pre-
sent its report during the
session, though the panel’s
members have contended
that it is too short a time to
deliberate on such a signif-
icant legislation.

The Budget Session of Parliament will
convene on January 31.

HHE HT FoIC T 31 STeTadl HI Y g

e The first part of the session will conclude on February 13,
and the second part will begin on March 10, continuing till
April 4.

T T gg el FEAT 13 HIad) &l FATCT giam, 3R gur R 10
AT O YE GIh 4 AT oIk Tl |

e The session will begin with President Droupadi Murmu's
address to a joint session of Parliament.

T T BT Togufer ghadl 7 & THe F Ggad T $ Gafad

X H gl
e The Budget will be presented on February 1.
o€ 1 BIGY T 92T fomar Jreerm|

e The Election Commission has directed the Union
government not to have any Delhi-centric announcements in
the Budget due to the Assembly polls scheduled on
February 5.
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ATT AR & Fgg TIFR T 5 L@ Al gl arel Reelt Rermeraem gama & wRoT go1e A

F1S fea-Fiea awone =g} aay &1 [Ader fear g1

o With Bihar polls scheduled later this year, the BJP’s allies Janata Dal (United) and
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) hope for crucial announcements for the state.

58 aY o 3 A fAER AT 8lel o HRUT, HISTIT & He el STeTal gl (Fe15¢3) 3R Al
Srererfad 9l (TAfAeT) T & folv Ageaqut aiyonsit 1 37/e # © &

e The Joint Committee on Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, is expected to present its
report.

TF% (Faee) 39w, 2024 R dgFT GRATT & 3060 RUIE e Hiet S HermaeT g

e The NDA allies are not keen to push the Wagf (Amendment) Bill through Parliament.
TASIT & WEAN aFh (FATer) fadaeh o GHe & IR el o S5 o181 o |

e The Joint Parliamentary Committee reviewing the Simultaneous Elections Bill is
also scheduled to present its report during the session.

ATATR oATa fadaeh BT Teet o 6T WgF FHET FRAT ol T & 2RTet 3r9ei Rure
TEJ |

e The panel's members have contended that it is too short a time to deliberate on such
a significant legislation.

HIAT & Heral A 7 AT § & goiet Hgeaqor F1ed W [3uR & fav aa7g aga #4781

‘Courts must not use abetment of suicide charge
mechanically’
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‘Courts must NOt USe  ‘=marerat &' 3mereaaT & AT 35 &
abetment of suicide
charge mechanically’

GS Paper II: Right to
Die

The SC said it was

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day held that the police
must not deploy the crimi-
nal provision of “abetment
of suicide” casually or to
assuage the immediate
feelings of the distraught
family members of the
deceased.

A Bench of Justices K.V.
Viswanathan and A.S. Oka
said Section 306 (abetment
of suicide) of the erstwhile
Indian Penal Code or cor-
responding Section 108
read with Section 45 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanbhita,
2023 appeared to be “too
readily resorted to by the
police”.

In order to bring a case
of abetment of suicide the
police must carefully exa-
mine whether the accused
had played an active role in
instigating or facilitating
the death of a person. To
satisfy the requirement of
instigation by the accused
by his or her act or omis-
sion or by a continued
course of conduct should
have created such circum-
stances that the deceased
was left with no other op-
tion except to end their
own lives. “A word uttered
in a fit of anger and emo-
tion without intending the
consequences to actually
follow cannot be said to be

time investigating
agencies were
sensitised to law
under Section 306

instigation,” Justice Viswa-
nathan observed.

The court said it was
time investigating agencies
were sensitised to the law
laid down by the Supreme
Court under Section 306
so that persons were not
subjected to the abuse of
process of an untenable
prosecution.

“The trial courts must
exercise great caution and
circumspection and
should not adopt a play it
safe syndrome by mechan-
ically framing charges,”
Justice Viswanathan wrote.

The judgment was deal-
ing with an appeal filed by
an accused in a case of
abetment of suicide of a
young man. The accused
was an employee of a fi-
nancial company who had
sought the repayment of a
loan. The Madhya Pradesh
High Court had rejected
his plea for discharge, but
the decision was set aside
by the top court.

(Assistance for overcom-
ing suicidal thoughts is
available on DISHA’s sui-
cide prevention helpline at
1056)

IR FT FIAF T J 3GV 81 HLEAT
qIfeT

. The Supreme Court on Friday held that the police
must not use the criminal provision of “abetment of
suicide” casually or to assuage the immediate
feelings of the deceased's family members.

YFHAR I A FIE o gt & gfad HT 3MeAgear & faw
3HATA & TR YT ST YA A IIRE T F A7
MFHd IREAR F TEET T H1EA13H F AT FA F fw
sTgT el AT

. A Bench of Justices K.V. Viswanathan and A.S.
Oka observed that Section 306 (abetment of suicide) of
the erstwhile Indian Penal Code or Section 108 read

with Section 45 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
appeared to be “too readily resorted to by the police.”

AT F. 4. Rreaeryer 3R v dE H O A dar fF
AT &8 WiRAT AT URT 306 (ATcHSAT & foIT IHATAT) AT
SR =1 WigdT, 2023 ST YRT 108, &RT 45 F |TYT &Y
918, T I EaRT TgT HTATEAT & FERT Fordm 7 Tam 21

. To bring a case of abetment of suicide, the police
must carefully examine whether the accused actively
instigated or facilitated the death.

HICHEAT & TIT IHATA T ATHAT oflel & T, gfaw
AT dS Ig SAra«r aifev & 3md & afea w7 & Ala

& forT IsaTaT a1 @R e o

. Instigation by the accused should involve acts or
omissions that created circumstances where the
deceased was left with no other option except to end
their life.

R GaRT 3T H Fed AT T ATA glail AMip T, forad
FHcleh I SHael B FATCH FI & Homar 1§ AR fwew
et BrgaT|

. A word uttered in a fit of anger and emotion,
without intending actual consequences, cannot be

considered instigation, Justice Viswanathan observed.
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~OTIEfcl aRaeTYe o el o IR AT HIEAT A Fig AT g, SeTeht arediden TROMH =t
T IS SCT AGT AT, IHATT F T H AGT AT T THA|

o The court emphasized sensitization of investigating agencies to prevent abuse of
Section 306 and protect individuals from untenable prosecution.

AT o ATT TATAAT Y €RT 306 G Hdgaaeler a1 3R 3ww7dNT e @
Ifeadl &) g W SR e

e Trial courts must exercise caution and avoid mechanically framing charges, said
Justice Viswanathan.

=aTefet faeaetreret o et o frerelt sreTerdl i wTauT avastt TfRe 3 IRT a7 F=r 7
Iif® ToeHIor & T3 TIfg vl
e The judgment was on an appeal by an accused employee of a financial company

who had sought loan repayment and was charged with abetment of suicide of a young
man.

I Aot faedfter Foelt & e IR swetemdYy T 3rcfiel 9X o, TSreer oT agelt & AT i &

3R T Jah AT ATcATT $ fAT IHAEA T IRIT AT 147 27|

e The Madhya Pradesh High Court had rejected his plea for discharge, but the Supreme
Court set aside the decision.

HEY YU 359 AT o SeTehl IRIT-FfFel I Frferepl @IiReT T &1 A, At gher wIE
g AT & gele e
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Research questions ‘iron deﬁciency’
as key cause of anaemia in India

IGS Paper IlI: S&T

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The conventional wisdom
that iron deficiency is the
primary cause of anaemia
in India may be outdated,
with a host of other fac-
tors, ranging from Vitamin
B12 deficiency to air pollu-
tion, influencing anaemia,
says a study involving re-
searchers from multiple in-
stitutions that was pu-
blished earlier this week.
Moreover, the manner in
which blood is drawn for
testing anaemia under pu-
blic health programmes
can dramatically alter esti-
mates of the condition.

The study has appeared
in the peer-reviewed Euro-
pean Journal of Clinical
Nutrition.

Anaemia is caused due
to a lack of enough red
blood cells (RBC) or hae-
moglobin. The common
wisdom is that insufficient
iron is the culprit and is the

The NFHS relied on drawing
capillary blood, or from a
pinprick, compared with the
venous-blood draw.

driving force behind public
policy interventions such
as iron supplementation or
mixing iron into staple
foods (bio-fortification).

The latest official assess-
ment of anaemia in the
fifth round of the National
Family Health Survey
(NFHS), in 20192021, sug-
gests that despite decades
of policy intervention,
anaemia has only gotten
worse.

The latest study, funded

by the Department of Bio-
technology, measured ve-
nous blood haemoglobin
concentrations from about
4,500 people in eight
States. Overall, 34.9% of
those tested were anaemic.
However, only 9% of them
had what could be medi-
cally characterised as iron-
deficiency anaemia; 22% of
them were characterised
as having anaemia from
“unknown” causes.

“The major proportion
of anaemia in all groups
studied, was due to... un-
known (and unmeasured)
causes of anaemia. This
could be due to deficien-
cies in other erythropoietic
(blood-producing) nu-
trients like B12 or folate, or
due to hemoglobinopath-
ies, undetected blood loss,
an unhygienic environ-
ment [20] or other causes
like air pollution,” the
authors said in their re-
port.

The team of scientists

and doctors spanned insti-
tutions such as St. John’s
Medical College, Bengalu-
ru; National Institute of Nu-
trition; Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology;
and Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology.

For women aged bet-
ween 15 and 49, anaemia
prevalence was 41.1% in
comparison with 60.8% in
the NFHS-5. The preva-
lence of anaemia in adoles-
cent girls (15-19 years) was
44.3% compared with
62.6% in NFHS-5.

The percentage drop in
anaemia in this study com-
pared with the NFHS could
be explained by the meth-
od of blood collection, said
Anura Kurpad, professor,
St. John’s Medical College,
and one of the authors of
the study.

The NFHS relied on
drawing capillary blood, or
from a pinprick, compared
with the more involved ve-
nous-blood draw.

Research Questions ‘Iron Deficiency’ as Key Cause of
Anaemia in India

T A TANAAT & T@ FROT & TG A ITAT T FAT 9T AT 92T
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o The conventional wisdom that iron deficiency is the primary cause of anaemia in India
may be outdated, with other factors such as Vitamin B12 deficiency and air pollution
influencing anaemia, according to a study published in the European Journal of Clinical
Nutrition.

HR H THTAIT T HET HROT AT T HAT glet S IRURe THSH a1 & Hehll & | Teh
3ETIA & AR, fATfAF 12 T FAT 3R AR TeWOT S 31T FR TATHAT T yefad
R Thd & | g TETTA JUTATA SeTel 3T Feiforehel wHfeereT 7 TehITI 3|

e Anaemia is caused due to a lack of enough red blood cells (RBC) or haemoglobin.
TATRAAT 9 81T & ST TRR F GITCT dATel TFd HIAFIT (RBC) AT AT T87 g

e The common wisdom is that insufficient iron is the main culprit, leading to public policy
interventions like iron supplementation or bio-fortification of staple foods.

3TH RO I & o 3maet F1 Fl 77 ST 8, [S0d 3mawer geaideer a1 &g ey
geraf & sra-pifE e S Aifaar s s €1

e The fifth round of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) (2019-2021) shows that
despite decades of policy intervention, anaemia has worsened.

T IRAR FAREET FHRTOT (NFHS) & grad g (2019-2021) & 3eTHR, ATl g&aad
% &I & STISG, TN AT 3R & T g3 &

e The recent study, funded by the Department of Biotechnology, measured venous
blood haemoglobin concentrations from about 4,500 people across eight states.

$H HETYT 1 A iGN fsmmer ganry fFaafa forar arar a7 3k sa 8 st &
ST 4,500 AT & RRTITH TFd EH AT HigdT T FHTIT 37|

e Overall, 34.9% of those tested were anaemic, but only 9% had iron-deficiency
anaemia, while 22% had anaemia from unknown causes.

Pl fAee, q{ieToT fRT ITT el 7 F 34.9% TATAS U, oifehed Shdol 9% H AT Y FHY
& gafra TR 9T =T, StEfeh 22% #F TATAAT & AT FROT |

e The unknown causes may include deficiencies in other erythropoietic nutrients like
B12 or folate, hemoglobinopathies, undetected blood loss, an unhygienic
environment, or air pollution.

37T HRUN H 377 TRYNTeE giva deal SO €12 I1 Biae &1 T, A,
372 T BT, e aTcTa]oT, AT a1 TqwoT AT g Fohdl &

e The team included researchers from institutions like St. John’s Medical College
(Bengaluru), National Institute of Nutrition, Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, and Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology.

58 O A A SAlew AT Flerer (A97e7%), TSAT 990 FEAT, FRer FfAra 3 oy
e faae &g, 3R AT va gafeaa ST [ U= & 2Meresrdr anfae A

e Forwomen aged 15-49 years, anaemia prevalence was 41.1% compared with 60.8% in
NFHS-5.
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15-49 ¥ Y 3 Tt T A3 & TATAIT T Jerelet X 41.1% AT, Safeh NFHS-5 # I8

60.8% T|

e Among adolescent girls aged 15-19 years, anaemia prevalence was 44.3%, compared
with 62.6% in NFHS-5.

15-19 ¥ T 37 T T fheN T & THTAAT 1 FereleT aX 44.3% oY, STafh NFHS-5 7 Ig

62.6% Y|

e The percentage drop in anaemia in this study compared to NFHS-5 could be explained
by the method of blood collection.

S IEYTA H TNTAIT T Fferera FHT T NFHS-5 1 Jefell # T Hag fafer & sror

GHSTIT ST TehelT ¢ |
e NFHS relied on capillary blood (pinprick), whereas the study used venous blood
draw, which provides more accurate results.

NFHS & RI%T & (g3 TH1e) T S0 e, e 38 sreaas 3 RRTRE @ @79
T 39T TR arT, it 317 wéeh gRoTH S B

“To fix economy, boost consumption’

Reserve Bank of India officials moot monitoring of sticky food inflation and its 'second order effects’, pin hopes on

rekindling private capex through improved disposable incomes for people amid an ‘anything but ordinary’ global economy

GS Paper lll:
JEconomy
NEW DELHI

ne way to revive
the animal spirits
amid India’s trip-

ping economic growth is to
boost consumption, senior
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
officials said on Friday, not-
ing that private capex is yet
to show any visible signs of
pick-up while government
capex has slipped.

While they identified in-
vestment and manufactur-
ing as the biggest drags on
growth in an assessment of
the economy, RBI officials,
including the now former
Deputy Governor Michael
D. Patra, reckoned that the

Address

Contact
Website :

Feeling the pinch: The middle class is pinning hopes on relief from
food inflation and higher disposable incomes, RBI officials said. pTi

time is “apposite to rekin-
dle the animal spirits,
create mass consumer de-
mand and trigger a boom
in investment”.

“The middle class is pin-
ning hopes on relief from

food inflation and hence
higher disposable in-
comes, especially the ur-
ban segment,” they said in
the RBI bulletin. While De-
cember’s 5.22% inflation
print was driven by “win-

ter easing of prices when
the earth offers up a rich
bounty of fruits and veget-
ables”, the bulletin article
said food inflation “conti-
nues to remain high, with
key products” seeing high
double digits inflation.”
“The stickiness in high
food inflation, in an envi-
ronment of firming rural
wages and corporate salary
outgoes, warrants careful
monitoring of second or-
der effects,” it said.
Weighing in tangentially
on the threat posed by
quick commerce and e-tail-
ers to mom-and-pop
stores, the article said priv-
ate final consumption is
the brightening spot in the

economy, driven by e-com-
merce and g-commerce
among which fostering
competition is better than
being restrictive.

The global economy is
shaping up to be ‘anything
but ordinary’ in 2025, and
disinflation can be expect-
ed to be uneven, limiting
monetary policy easing
space. While disinflation
would bring relief for hou-
seholds with severely
stretched finances, they
said the inflation battle is
“entering a new phase with
fresh upside threats on the
horizon — the weaponisa-
tion of uncertainty — and
the future path of interest
rates is becoming hazy.”
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To fix economy, boost consumption

HTTEAT A SF F & AT, @UT FHY JeET &

RBI officials suggest monitoring sticky food inflation and its second-
order effects to revive economic growth.

IE3ms rfaFREt 9 snfde gefar # gasiifaa o & fow syt @y
HarEHT AR 30F q@ FA F werrat 1 ARt F1 gea

Private capital expenditure (capex) has not shown visible signs of recovery, and
government capex has slipped.

TSI JoliaTel &3 (Hued) H GUR o I TISC Hehd 61 [6Q &, I TN Haq 7 et
S

Investment and manufacturing were identified as major drags on growth.
foraer 3R fafAATor 1 gefer & yo@ srereh & & 7 qgHr=r I

Former Deputy Governor Michael D. Patra stated it is an appropriate time to
rekindle consumer demand and boost investment.

94 fSTEY aTaeR ATSehel ST TN & shgl foh ST HIAT &l Yooii et et 3N fovder &l agrar

&t T Ig 3UgFd AT |
The middle class relies on relief from food inflation to enhance disposable
income, especially in urban areas.

YA T3 Gieg AGRHITT § TEd I R 3T § arfes 3oehr @ Qe 3, Ay &9 &
AE 81T H, TG T |

December 5.22% inflation saw a dip due to winter’s bounty of fruits and
vegetables, yet food inflation remains high.

feHaX # 5.22% HaTEHIT H Hell 3R ATSTAT ST McADTeT ST & HROT HeAT TS,
oifehel WIeT AERFHI 327 571 g5 &

Key products are experiencing double-digit inflation rates.

HEY 3cUIE &1 37ehi 3T HETEhITc & T IHAT 9 E &

Rising rural wages and corporate salary outgoes could cause second-order
inflationary effects, requiring careful monitoring.

AT Hoir AR HIARE AeT & gEf& gaR vl & I Fo7a YeT T Hehll 8, Tordeh
T AUl den [HIRTE 6T a8l

Private final consumption is a bright spot, driven by e-commerce and g-
commerce, fostering competition.

TSt 3ifcre @ue Ueh Sootad f8g 8, for8 $-hlad 3N Fg-aiAd gary Fenferd fahar 5 @t
g, St gfaeae’ &1 dicaried i g |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e The global economy in 2025 is expected to be ‘anything but ordinary,” with uneven
disinflation limiting monetary policy easing.

2025 # AR HITTEUT WA § 3l ol T 371G &, IHHAT HarEhifa Frae
Afger AT & Srar a1 IfAg FEf)

o Disinflation may relieve households with stretched finances but new inflationary
threats loom due to global uncertainty.
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e Future interest rate trends remain uncertain amidst rising inflationary threats.
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China’s population declines for third
consecutive year, straining economy

China’s population stood at 1408 billion at the end of 2024, a decline of 1.39 million from the previous year; The figures

follow trends worldwide, but especially in East Asia, where Japan, South Korea and others have seen birth rates plummet
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Associated Press
TAIPEI

hina’s population
C fell last year for the

third straight year,
its government said on Fri-
day, pointing to further de-
mographic challenges for
the world’s second most
populous nation, which is
now facing an ageing pop-
ulation and an emerging
shortage of working age
people.

China’s population
stood at 1.408 billion at the
end of 2024, a decline of
1.39 million from the pre-
vious year.

The figures announced
by the government in Beij-

Dwmdlmg lot: Rlsmg cost of living has been attributed as one of
the main reasons for people to not have children. Arp

ing follow trends world-
wide, but especially in East
Asia, where Japan, South
Korea and other nations
have seen their birth rates

plummet. China three
years ago joined Japan and
most of Eastern Europe
among other nations
whose population is fall-

ing. The reasons are in ma-
ny cases similar: rising
costs of living are causing
young people to put off or
rule out marriage and child
birth while pursuing high-
er education and careers.
While people are living
longer, that’s not enough
to keep up with rate of new
births.

Lopsided sex ratio

Countries such as China
that allow very little immi-
gration are especially at
risk. China also has a lop-
sided sex ratio, with as ma-
ny as millions more boys
born for every 100 girls,
raising the possibility of so-
cial instability among Chi-

na’s army of bachelors. Fri-
day’s report gave the sex
imbalance as 104.34 men
to every 100 women,
though independent
groups give the imbalance
as considerably higher.
More disturbing for the
government was the drasti-
cally falling birthrate, with
China’s total population
dropping for the first time
in decades in 2023 and Chi-
na being narrowly overta-
ken by India as the world’s
most populous nation in
the same year. A rapidly ag-
ing population, declining
workforce, lack of consum-
er markets and migration
abroad are putting the sys-
tem under severe pressure.

China’s Population Declines for Third Consecutive Year,
Straining Economy
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e China’s population stood at 1.408 billion at the end of 2024, a decline of 1.39 million
from the previous year.

2024 & 37cT # el S STAEEAT 1.408 3R A, S el a¥ & Joralr # 1.39 fAferasT wa gl

e The figures align with trends worldwide, particularly in East Asia, where nations like
Japan and South Korea have seen significant drops in birth rates.
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o China’s population fell last year for the third straight year, highlighting demographic
challenges such as an ageing population and a shortage of working-age
individuals.

Rroer wrer semaR e o e A stereEar # e g8, S v ot 3arer 3R iR

e China’s population decline started three years ago, joining nations like Japan and
Eastern Europe, where populations are also falling.

ofter FTer qEe et A Terear # Prae 4w g8, 3R T8 srare AR qdt JhT S it Hr
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e Reasons include rising costs of living, delayed marriages, and lower birth rates as
young people prioritize higher education and careers.
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e People are living longer, but the rate of new births is insufficient to sustain population
levels.
AT 31T AT doh NI I8 B &, fehed T AT Y T TATEAT Sl 91T W@ & faIw
3o g

e Countries with limited immigration policies, like China, face greater risks of population
imbalance.
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e China’s lopsided sex ratio, with 104.34 men for every 100 women, poses risks of
social instability.

et 1 ¥ i foer 3reqara, foraet 100 Afamatt ax 104.34 gow &, Fennfore 3rfrar &
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e Independent groups estimate the sex imbalance to be even higher than the
government’s figures.
TIAT ! T AHTATA ¢ b TolaT IrAJolet TIRRY 317ehst & off 31feh B

e Falling birth rates are a critical concern, with China’s total population dropping for the
first time in decades in 2023, and India overtaking China as the world’s most populous
nation in the same year.
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Challenges include a rapidly aging population, a declining workforce, reduced
consumer markets, and migration abroad, which are straining the system.
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President gives away the Khel Ratna and other National
Sports Awards

qegqfed & Wel Teel R e TET Wl TWEHR TeTeT fhT

President gives away the Khel Ratna
and other National sports awards

Praveen Kumar, and Manu. PTi

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Manu Bhaker and D. Gu-
kesh provided a sprinkling
of stardust but it were the
para-athletes who walked
away with the most boiste-
rous applause when Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu bes-
towed the National Sports
Awards in a regal ceremo-
ny at the Rashtrapati Bha-
van here on Friday.
Double Olympic-medal-
list Bhaker, 18-year-old

chess World champion Gu-
kesh, men’s hockey cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh
and Paralympic gold-win-
ning high jumper Praveen
Kumar were presented the
country’s highest sporting
honour - the Major Dhyan
Chand Khel Ratna.

Thirty two athletes were
honoured with the Arjuna
Award out of which 17 were
para-athletes.

The para-athletes out-
numbered the able-bodied
ones in the list this time

due to the magnificent Pa-
ralympics performance in
which they returned with
29 medals, including seven
gold. President Murmu re-
peatedly broke tradition to
receive some wheelchair-
bound athletes.

Heart-warming

A heart-warming moment
of the ceremony was when
India’s first Paralympic
gold-medallist Murlikant
Petkar walked up to the
President on crutches to

receive the Arjuna Award
(lifetime). The President
met the 80-year-old war
hero half way to present
him the award.

Dignitaries, including
sports minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and sports se-
cretary Sujata Chaturvedi,
were among those who at-
tended the ceremony.

While the Khel Ratna
comes with a cash prize of
325 lakh, the Arjuna and
Dronacharya awards have
cash prize of %15 lakh.

. Manu Bhaker and D.
Gukesh added a sprinkling
of stardust to the ceremony,
but the para-athletes
received the most applause
when President Droupadi
Murmu bestowed the
National Sports Awards at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Friday.
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o Double Olympic-
medallist Manu Bhaker,
18-year-old chess World
champion D. Gukesh,
men’s hockey captain
Harmanpreet Singh, and
Paralympic gold-winning
high jumper Praveen
Kumar were awarded the

Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna, the highest sporting honor of the country.
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e Thirty-two athletes were honored with the Arjuna Award, out of which 17 were para-
athletes.

32 TYITH T Holed [WEFR I FEATIA T 7, f5erat & 17 Rr-vyeiiew 3|

e The para-athletes outnumbered the able-bodied ones due to their magnificent
performance in the Paralympics, winning 29 medals, including seven golds.

R1-vyeliew i TEIT WaTH vy A ’fAF off, FHifh gl Rreifew # AAgR ygeier
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e President Murmu broke tradition multiple times to greet and present awards to
wheelchair-bound athletes.

Tregafer I o SEerdi I IS TUNTH T FFATTAT el & [T g TR a{oRT i |
e A heartwarming moment occurred when India’s first Paralympic gold medallist

Murlikant Petkar walked up to the President on crutches to receive the Arjuna Award
(lifetime). The President met him halfway to present the award.

Teh $TTqeh &T0T 1 37T ST TR & Yol Rreifeh Faof geeh fastar seelisia deay
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o Dignitaries including Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Sports Secretary
Sujata Chaturvedi attended the ceremony.

Qd 7ot AqgE Astfaar 3R @ T gerrar aqdd dfed w3 0T I fFT 580 TARE
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e The Khel Ratna Award carries a cash prize of 25 lakh, while the Arjuna Award and
Dronacharya Award carry a cash prize of ¥15 lakh.
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