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Gaza ceasefire agreement
ready, say U.S. and Hamas

Israeli PM Netanhayu says final details of the deal are still being ironed out; agreement promises
release of hostages held by Hamas and Palestinians jailed in Israel during a six-week pause in war

IGS Paper i

Associated Press
DOHA

srael and Hamas
lagreed to a ceasefire

deal to pause the de-
vastating war in the Gaza
Strip, multiple officials an-
nounced on Wednesday,
raising the possibility of
winding down the dea-
dliest and most destructive
fighting between the bitter
enemies.

The deal, coming after
weeks of painstaking nego-
tiations in the Qatari capi-
tal, promises the release of
dozens of hostages held by
Hamas in phases, the re-
lease of hundreds of Pales-
tinian prisoners in Israel,
and would allow hundreds
of thousands of people dis-
placed in Gaza to return to
what remains of their
homes. It also would flood
badly needed humanitar-

Hopes up: Supporters of Israelis kidnapped by Hamas react to the
news reports on ceasefire deal in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. REUTERS

ian aid into a territory rav-
aged by 15 months of war.
Three officials from the
U.S. and one from Hamas
confirmed that a deal had

been reached, while the of-
fice of Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
said final details were still
being ironed out.

All three U.S. officials
and the Hamas official re-
quested anonymity to dis-
cuss the contours of the
deal before the official an-
nouncement by mediators
in Doha.

Mr. Netanyahu’s office
said in a statement that it
hoped “details will be final-
ised tonight.” Any agree-
ment needs to be approved
by Netanyahu’s Cabinet.

Once official, the deal is
expected to deliver an in-
itial six-week halt to fight-
ing that is to be accompa-
nied by the opening of
negotiations on ending the
war altogether.

Over six weeks, 33 of the
nearly 100 hostages are to
be reunited with their
loved ones after months in
captivity.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Gaza Ceasefire Agreement Ready, Say U.S. and Hamas

AT FENTAET FFSAlr IR, AR 3R g o Far

Israeli PM Netanyahu stated that final details of the deal are still being

ironed out.

SoNTSell TUTAA! Adearg A Fel % FAgilad & Ifaa Raor anh st ao

fpe a7 W #

¢ The agreement includes the release of hostages held by Hamas and Palestinians
jailed in Israel during a six-week pause in war.
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g AT A gaRT §4F FC AT AN 3R sese A F pfardfaat fr Red
T WAl T &, S B gFdl & JEUTaReT & SRl gam|

o The ceasefire deal aims to pause the devastating war in the Gaza Strip.
Ig wedfavs wHsilar e gedt # RemerErt gerr B A F1 3T @ B

e Multiple officials confirmed the deal on Wednesday, stating that it raises the possibility
of ending the deadliest fighting between Israel and Hamas.

qUAR F F§ FOFNATA 57 GAsila f gfte @1 AR a1 & 76 gowma 3R g
& fiT 39 aF & FEA GIdH FUY HT JATCT e Hl HGHGAT FeTdT gl

e The negotiations took place in Doha, the capital of Qatar, over several weeks.
FaX AT AU g1 7 F§ g%l dF Ig ard’ gl

e The deal promises the release of dozens of hostages in phases and hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners in Israel.

Ig AT HE UM #H goidl gudl A RErS 3 sorsa & dwst o FRat
&1 RETE F7 arer Far gl

e The deal will allow displaced people in Gaza to return to their homes and will flood
humanitarian aid into the territory.

Ig FASAr e A REgia aet v A dlea 3R vanfaa & A A
HETAAT Ig el T HefAT |

e Three U.S. officials and one Hamas official confirmed that the deal had been
reached, requesting anonymity before an official announcement by mediators in
Doha.

et AR HfaFRET 3 vk g sftwd ) sw wwela A gRe &, dfdeT et &
AEEAT garT AqaaF Biwon & gl Mgerar 1 AT @

¢ Netanyahu'’s office stated that final details would be finalised soon, possibly by
tonight.

AdeaTg & T A Her & 3ifowr favor srer va aw AW e @R £
e The deal will result in an initial six-week halt to fighting.
Ig AT YR #H ©F gFdl & TuNR F1 gRome 9|
e Negotiations on ending the war will begin during this six-week period.
SH B¢ g% M AT F IqU FATT F& F fav araha gE gen|

e Over six weeks, 33 hostages out of nearly 100 are expected to be reunited with their
families.

Be TFAl # SHT 100 H F 33 THFH A 3% IRERT ¥ A& T oG g1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

India’s goods exports dip 1%
in December: trade deficit
narrows to three-month low

GS Paper lll: External

Sector

NEW DELHI

India’s goods exports con-
tracted 1% year-on-year in
December to a fraction ov-
er $38 billion, while im-
ports grew 4.9% to almost
$60 billion, but this nar-
rowed the merchandise
trade deficit to a three-
month low of $21.9 billion,
reflecting a sharp modera-
tion from November’s re-
cord gap of $31.8 billion.
Gold imports that were
feared to have spiked to a
fresh high of $14.9 billion in
November, before the
Centre corrected that tally
by $5 billion last week to
$9.9 billion citing an erro-
neous ‘double count’,
more than halved sequen-
tially in December to $4.7
billion. However, this still
marked a significant 55.4%
increase over the Decem-
ber 2023 gold imports.
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal sought to

Export blip

== Export == Import

Goods shipments shrank 1% in December, but the trade deficit
narrowed to a 3-month low of $21.9 billion with gold imports easing
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play down concerns about
the export blip, saying that

shipment values have
grown in every quarter
through the first nine
months of this financial
year. This shows that they
have not only been resi-
lient during a challenging
year but also more consis-
tent, he said. Officials also
stressed that December’s
export tally marked only
the third occasion in 2024-
25 that outbound ship-
ments’ value has crossed

38.01

Dec. 2024
Source: CMIE

the $38 billion mark.
Overall goods exports
are now estimated to be
1.6% higher through the
April to December 2024
period at $321.7 billion,
while imports have risen
5.15% to $532.5 billion. On
a year-on-year basis, De-
cember’s trade deficit was
17% higher, while the total
deficit through the year is
up 11.1% at $210.8 billion.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

India’s Goods Exports Dip
1% in December; Trade
Deficit Narrows to Three-
Month Low

fREeT & oRa & w3t F

T & 1% Y ARmEe; SR
grerl disT 7 & fAua TR
w g

¢ India’s goods exports contracted 1%
year-on-year in December to a fraction over
$38 billion, while imports grew 4.9% to
almost $60 billion.

e & AR & aeqai w1 At are-a-
" 1% et $38 fafedsd & 9 @1, Jefh
3TATT 4.9% FghT T3 $60 faferae a&
q—g'ir T

e This narrowed the merchandise trade
deficit to a three-month low of $21.9 billion,

reflecting a sharp moderation from
November’s record gap of $31.8 billion.

3 AT AR °1eT die JAda & A=

T $21.9 fferast o 37 =7, S A9’ & RFrE $31.8 RfoFT F 3aw T F1r & &

Gold imports, feared to have spiked to a fresh high of $14.9 billion in November, were
corrected by the Centre last week to $9.9 billion, citing an erroneous ‘double count’.

# &1 AT, S Adaw A $14.9 Rforast d dea i 3merer o, A Fg 3 Vo geae
$9.9 faferae X @er foham, orwa Qe Frerelr i Jfe o garem fear Irm|

In December, gold imports more than halved sequentially to $4.7 billion, marking a
55.4% increase over December 2023 gold imports.

REex &, Al &7 AT HAA: gk $4.7 RfSger g 7737, o REew 2023 & @ &
AT AT JoIoAT H 55.4% 1 Fefar gl
Commerce Secretary Sunil Barthwal played down concerns about the export dip,

stating that shipment values have grown in every quarter during the first nine
months of FY 2024-25.

qMosT R golte qdara o a7 Frae & oex Riar # @ier B sk @
for faer a§ 2024-25 % wger At #AAA F IS oA F R #AeT A e g 7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Officials also stressed that December’s export tally marked only the third occasion
in FY 2024-25 when the outbound shipments’ value crossed $38 billion.

sfwREt A g7 3t Jamn & R 2024-25 7 Hwd v Pafa &1 7o $38 o=

H YR HT IJ4AT|

Overall goods exports from April to December 2024 are estimated to be 1.6% higher
at $321.7 billion, while imports have risen 5.15% to $532.5 billion.

I & RETT 2024 F T Fo awqgat F1 @A o7 1.6% qeH $321.7 faforaar

glel ST 3eTHT g, STafoh AT 5.15% qgehT $532.5 faferaer g1 aram &

December’s trade deficit was 17% higher on a year-on-year basis, while the total
deficit through the year is up 11.1% at $210.8 billion.

fHaR #T AR aTeT Wre-aT-Arer 17% 30 @1, Stefeh QU a¥ &1 Fer wrer 11.1%

FehY $210.8 faforger &Y ar=r g1

BSF, BGB officials hold
border coordination
meet to ‘strengthen ties’

High-level interaction highlights ‘unwavering commitment of both forces towards ensuring the

sanctity of the international border’ amid disagreements over construction of border fences

IGS Paper lIi: Internal |

Security

KOLKATA

he Border Security
T Force (BSF) and the
Border Guard Ban-
gladesh (BGB) held a bor-
der-coordination meeting
on Wednesday at the Sec-
tor Commandment level at
the Petrapole-Benapole
border to discuss critical is-
sues of mutual interest.
The issues included de-
velopment projects in bor-
der areas, implementation
of the single row fence
(SRF), and effective mea-
sures to combat cross-bor-
der crime such as cattle
smuggling, human traffick-
ing, and illegal immigra-
tion, according to a state-
ment released by the South
Bengal Frontier of the BSF.
The high-level interac-
tion also reportedly high-
lighted “the unwavering
commitment of both the
forces towards strengthen-
ing bilateral relations and
ensuring the sanctity of the
international border”.
The development
comes amid tensions along
the India-Bangladesh bor-

Address
Email Id :

On alert: BSF personnel keep vigil at the India-Bangladesh bord

Sl E L

er

at Chhatrahati in Dakshin Dinajpur district, West Bengal. FILE PHOTO

der, with recent reports of
disagreements over the
construction of border
fences in certain areas
such as Sukdebpur in West
Bengal’s Malda.

The BSF delegation was
led by Tarni Kumar, Depu-
ty Inspector General, Sec-
tor Headquarters BSF Kol-
kata, while the BGB
delegation was led by Colo-
nel Mehedi Hasan Chowd-
hury, Sector Commander,
Sector Headquarters BGB
Khulna. The delegation al-
so comprised battalion

commanders and staff of-
ficers from both forces.
“These high-level meet-
ings are testimony to the
unbreakable partnership
between India and Bangla-
desh. Through open dia-
logue and cooperation,
both forces have reaf-
firmed their commitment
to maintain the sanctity of
the international border
while addressing shared
concerns. The BSF is stead-
fast in its mission to faith-
fully guard its borders and
promote harmony with its

neighbours,” the public re-
lations officer of BSF South
Bengal Frontier said.

The interaction follows
a January 10 meeting bet-
ween the two forces, in
which Inspector-General
of BSF’s South Bengal
Frontier Maninder P.S. Pa-
war was present along with
BGB’s Regional Comman-
der of the South West Re-
gion Brigadier-General Mo-
hammad Humayun Kabir.
Subjects like mutual coop-
eration and maintaining
peace along the border
were discussed.

Infiltration bid foiled

The BSF’s South Bengal
Frontier had foiled multi-
ple smuggling and infiltra-
tion attempts at the border
on Tuesday in several dis-
tricts such as North 24 Par-
ganas, Nadia, Murshida-
bad, and Malda. According
to a press statement, BSF
personnel pushed back 13
illegal Bangladeshi intrud-
ers, seized 1,236 bottles of
banned Phensedyl syrup,
rescued 18 cattle, and ap-
prehended three Bangla-
deshi cattle smugglers.
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BSF, BGB Officials Hold
Border Coordination
Meet to ‘Strengthen
Ties’
dAtaTe 3 A«
SN
Ao & & faw dian
HAaT doh

e The Border Security Force (BSF)
and the Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) held a border-coordination
meeting on Wednesday at the Sector
Commandment level at the
Petrapole-Benapole border to
discuss critical issues of mutual
interest.

5T RFARE O (fivwes) 3R
TSt oS aEenaer (Ashe) o geaR F
AF FATSHC TR W IgMie-a=marer
AT R e HAT GHeaT doF FHr
drfer 3T 2 & Hgeaqul Heal W
TaT T ST G|
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o The key issues discussed included development projects in border areas, the
implementation of the Single Row Fence (SRF), and effective measures to combat
cross-border crimes like cattle smuggling, human trafficking, and illegal
immigration.

T R AT HET Heal A HAT & #F R aR@sene, e F $ (SRF) #@
FRTTIIA, 3N IR AT IrRET F AFha & FHE 399, 9 #AIM TE&H, AT
aER, 31 3rder gt AT I

e The high-level interaction highlighted the unwavering commitment of both forces
towards strengthening bilateral relations and ensuring the sanctity of the
international border.

38 3TI-FAT ST o Sl gell & o gfavafr w@aut # #Aeea e 3N
FAWTSET WaAT F gfdTar glaaa & &1 e gfdeguar a1 3ewER |

Disagreements Over Border Fence Construction

AT a3 AT A AR FHEATT

e The meeting took place amid tensions along the India-Bangladesh border, with
recent reports of disagreements over border fence construction in areas like
Sukdebpur in Malda, West Bengal.

TE Joh HRA-TS AT W TG & 1T g, ST6T 8Tl &1 & 9RG#A soer & #Averar
o & gFaE o &l A @ a3 F @A wF do srwgafa & RAE qea s

Delegations and Officials Present

y&qa yfafafer v sfterd

e The BSF delegation was led by Tarni Kumar, Deputy Inspector General, Sector
Headquarters BSF Kolkata, while the BGB delegation was led by Colonel Mehedi
Hasan Chowdhury, Sector Commander, Sector Headquarters BGB Khulna.

dfirwes yfafafdsa w1 Agca atl FAR, 37 Agrfaders, ¢ FEI@d fivas
FIAFTAT SaRT T a1, STafe S wfafaftsse o1 dqgca Foer Agdr gaer aterdy,
AFT FATS, YFI HEIATAT il Gorar garT v arm|

e The delegation also included battalion commanders and staff officers from both
forces.

59 gfafafQ#se 7 el ol & gerfads FAT 3R Tw FfAFr Y enfae I

Commitment to Maintaining Border Peace

Har enfa e @er Fr gfdeerrar

e The BSF South Bengal Frontier’s public relations officer said that these high-level
meetings are a testimony to the unbreakable partnership between India and
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Bangladesh.
fITaTE A3Y FTe BiAT F FTHIR HAF A FgT F A 3TU-TaT d5F wRA

3R s & fiT 3ge AHEHT FT TATE |

Both forces have reaffirmed their commitment to maintain the sanctity of the
international border and address shared concerns through open dialogue and
cooperation.

gt Fell o AW AT A g g WA 3R g WA 3R wgEer F AeaA
& qrer Rant o G we B vl gfdaguar #1 g g dr

Previous Meeting in January 2024

SeTall 2024 Y RS S5

The recent interaction follows a January 10 meeting between the two forces, where
Inspector-General of BSF’s South Bengal Frontier Maninder P.S. Pawar and BGB’s
Regional Commander of the South West Region Brigadier-General Mohammad
Humayun Kabir were present.

wmﬁalomﬁﬁﬁﬁwm$m§€,mmmmm
F Agiaders AfACT N.vw. gar 3R i F cf@or-aRad a7 & &g FAst
fafSR-seter AlgFag gAT FIR IR I

Subjects like mutual cooperation and maintaining peace along the border were
discussed in that meeting.

39 doch A JoH FEAT IR AT W enifd e @R S fAvat ) ot g3l

Infiltration Bid Foiled by BSF
divaes A gads it R ATweT A

On Tuesday, the BSF’s South Bengal Frontier foiled multiple attempts of smuggling
and infiltration at the border in districts like North 24 Parganas, Nadia, Murshidabad,
and Malda.

HITAR &1, ATHTR WY Gl BRI & 3o 24 wearan, Afean, e, 3R aAraer

fSrell & e o a3 gade fr w3 SR A A w1

BSF personnel pushed back 13 illegal Bangladeshi intruders, seized 1,236 bottles of
banned Phensedyl syrup, rescued 18 cattle, and apprehended three Bangladeshi
cattle smugglers.

ST & SarEr o 13 dy Al gadfsar # @z o, 1,236 dad yfaafa
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SC stays byelection
result for expelled
Bihar MLC’s seat

GS Paper Il: Legislative
TAssembly

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday stayed the de-
claration of the result of a
byelection held to fill the
vacancy created by the ex-
pulsion of Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) leader Sunil Ku-
mar Singh from the Bihar
Legislative Council follow-
ing his remarks against
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar. The result was sche-
duled to be declared on Ja-
nuary 16.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant partly
heard the challenge raised
by Mr. Singh, represented
by senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi, against his ouster.

The court said it would
hear the respondents, in-
cluding the Bihar Legisla-
tive Council, on January 16
before wrapping up the
case for judgment.

The court, during a

hearing on an earlier date,
had orally expressed disap-
proval of the comments
made by the lawmaker.

‘Will spell death knell’
On Wednesday, Mr. Singhvi
submitted that an expul-
sion on the basis of a mere
“turn of phrase” in the
House would spell the
death knell for parliamen-
tary democracy.

“Robust democracy in
and out of Parliament and
the State Legislative As-
semblies requires turns of
phrases. It is not how I
speak or how he speaks.
Only vituperative abuse
may lead to a permanent
expulsion,” Mr. Singhvi
argued.

On July 26, 2024, Mr.
Singh was expelled from
the Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil for unruly behaviour in
the House. The motion for
Mr. Singh’s expulsion was
passed by voice vote.

SC stays byelection result for expelled
Bihar MLC’s seat

FghA FIE A faswrfda e wwead
#r die & 39gara F aRonT W IF

CLIE)

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday stayed the
declaration of the result of a byelection held to fill the
vacancy created by the expulsion of Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) leader Sunil Kumar Singh from the Bihar
Legislative Council.

UAR B A FIE A FgR e afwg & Imad aar
gelter FAR g & s @ scver RiFT & et & v
U 3G & IRUMA | A o &

e The result was scheduled to be declared on January 16.

SHHT IRUTH 16 FAAa I Gl fohadr ST 4Tl

e A Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant partly heard the
challenge raised by Mr. Singh, represented by senior
advocate A.M. Singhvi, against his ouster.

AHfd FF FIT T eI arell No o aRkss rftraerar
v.vd. Audl gary goiter $AR g & fassma & @ere
30T$ IS Tl W 31w FoAars H

e The court said it would hear the respondents, including
the Bihar Legislative Council, on January 16 before

wrapping up the case for judgment.

3ererd o Fel f a8 16 Steradt B R faure oRwe wfea gfaarfeat & goaare & ag
Aot ¢

e The court, during an earlier hearing, had orally expressed disapproval of the
comments made by the lawmaker.

o gaars & aRIe erad o fauras qarr &1 a1 feouforal W Al w7 &
HEATT T &1 AT

‘Will spell death knell’
"gg Adhad F fav @awr aifed e

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in @ic==)
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS .*&gﬁ
@1@

e On Wednesday, Mr. Singhvi submitted that an expulsion on the basis of a mere ‘turn
of phrase’ in the House would spell the death knell for parliamentary democracy.

gUaR & it Red a oF Gar & afe Faar v Faa F 3mur w Bl aeeT &=
forsarae fFar Srar &, O I8 G99 Adad & fov @aw @ifad el

e He argued that robust democracy requires freedom of expression both inside and
outside Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies.

38l gl o Ueh A dihaT H §0e 3R o frurewsmst & ooy 3R e
sffeafda fr wad=ar smawEs g

e He further argued that only vituperative abuse should lead to permanent expulsion,
not a mere turn of phrase.

3ogiel 31T gl fob ahger 3rRST HT9T 1 gANeT &) TARN ASHAT T HROT g7 AR,
7 fF dad YT F1 a1

e OnJuly 26, 2024, Sunil Kumar Singh was expelled from the Bihar Legislative
Council for unruly behaviour in the House.

26 S[AT§ 2024 1 Gelter FAR AT 1 FeoT A reMereliy Ireror & fov R Fue
aiwg & Aswf@a & f&ar = |

e The motion for his expulsion was passed by voice vote.

357 fTShITe T YTdd TaX AT J IR THar I1:m|
Students detained in

Tripura over Roman
script for Kokborok

GS Paper I: A&C

PCS

AGARTALA

About 12 members of the
Twipra Students Federa-
tion (TSF) were detained
on Wednesday for staging
a protest at the entrance of
the Tripura Assembly to
press for their demand for
the use of the Roman script
for Kokborok in textbooks
and for official work.

This has been a long-
standing demand of tribal
forums such as the TSF. A
majority of the tribes in the
State speak Kokborok,
which has been recognised
as the second State lan-
guage after Bengali.

West Tripura Superin-
tendent of Police Kiran Ku-
mar K. said the students
were detained for unauth-

This has been

a long-standing
demand of tribal
forums in the
State such as TSF

orised assembly in a res-
tricted area. The detained
protesters were taken to
the police station at A.D.
Nagar in a bus.

TSF president Manish
Debbarma and its vice pre-
sident John Debbarma crit-
icised the “apathy” of the
State government for not
accepting a “legitimate de-
mand”. They also ex-
pressed  dissatisfaction
with the role of Ministers
from the indigenous com-
munity in the State’s coali-
tion government.

Students detained in Tripura over
Roman script for Kokborok

FrhaRId & AT A7 A # a9
Bq & sEl # Ruwd & fo=r

. About 12 members of the Twipra Students
Federation (TSF) were detained on Wednesday for
staging a protest at the entrance of the Tripura Assembly.

AR T AT FEIEH BXAA (TSF) & ST 12 HEF
Bqu furewsn & gder g ) yeda wa & FHRor
feraa & faw arw)

. The protest was to demand the use of the
Roman script for Kokborok in textbooks and for official
work.

Ig weie FiFars 09T F v Ao ARy o areagEasi
IR IR st & 39T Fa fraprs Qv
AT AT
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This has been a long-standing demand of tribal forums like the TSF.
Ig TSF 3 anfaardt #at & quelt A W@ ¢

A majority of the tribes in Tripura speak Kokborok, which is the second State
language after Bengali.

B # SareraR Infardt AFaRiF dierd 8, S aear & a1g A7 A g@dt s

T B |

West Tripura Superintendent of Police (SP) Kiran Kumar K. said that the students
were detained for unauthorised assembly in a restricted area.

aiReH B & gfew sreflers (vadh) BT AR &, 3 @er % oEn a afaefaa 8

# e srepafa wom A & A w7 forn |

The detained protesters were taken to the A.D. Nagar police station in a bus.
fered # faT 91C yedtasial & a0 & 2l TR gfew e o ST I

TSF president Manish Debbarma and its vice president John Debbarma criticised
the State government for its “apathy” towards the legitimate demand of using the
Roman script for Kokborok.

TSF & HegeT AAN SaaAT 3R 3UTege] S SaaAT & ToF WIHR X “IerileTar’ &
IRY o9 3R FFaRid & v 37T @Y & oo Aer e T&dfeR T & &

3T TE=AT T

Submarine, 2 warships commissioned

IGS Paper lll: Internal Security ]

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

In a first, three frontline
platforms — INS Nilgiri, INS
Vaghsheer, and INS Surat —
were commissioned on
the same day in the Navy
on Wednesday.

Hailing the first tri-com-
missioning as a significant
leap towards Atmanirbhar
Bharat, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi dedicated the
naval platforms — two war-
ships and a submarine — to
the nation.

INS Nilgiri is the lead
ship of Project 17A frigates,
INS Vaghsheer is the sixth
and the final submarine of
Project 75 Kalvari class,
and INS Surat is the fourth
and final ship of Project
15B destroyers.

“We are becoming a ma-
jor maritime power by tak-
ing inspiration from our
rich naval history. INS Nil-
giri is dedicated to the na-

Major boost: INS Surat, INS Nilgiri, and INS Vaghsheer being

commissioned at an event in Mumbai on Wednesday. ANI

val empire of the Cholas.
INS Surat is dedicated to
India’s ancient connection
to West Asia through Guja-
rat. I was there for the
commissioning of the first
Kalvari submarine. I am
blessed to commission the
sixth one — INS Vagh-
sheer,” the Prime Minister
said at the event held at
the Naval dockyard on
Wednesday morning.
Outlining India’s vision
as a global power, Mr. Mo-

di said, “India’s position is
not expansionist, but de-
velopment-oriented. We
are recognised as a reliable
and responsible partner
globally, especially in the
Global South.”

On the importance of
Atmanirbhar Bharat abhi-
yan or indigenisation, he
said the country’s depen-
dence on other countries
at the time of any tension
should be minimum. “To-
day, there are 5,000-plus

equipment, which our de-
fence personnel will not
buy from other countries.”
Of the 40 platforms com-
missioned in the Navy in
the last few years, 39 were
made in India, he said.

‘Growing prowess’
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said the “historic
commissioning showcases
India’s growing prowess in
the Indian Ocean region”.

Chief of Naval Staff Ad-
miral Dinesh Tripathi,
Chief of Defence Staff Anil
Chauhan, Maharashtra Go-
vernor C.P. Radhakrish-
nan, Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth, Mah-
arashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis, and De-
puty Chief Ministers
Eknath Shinde and Ajit Pa-
war were also present at
the event.

RED-LETTER DAY
» PAGE 12

They also expressed
dissatisfaction with the role of
Ministers from the indigenous
community in the State’s
coalition government.

3egiel T HT AT TAIHR
# Fatelt W & Ayt
HFAFT ) 7 It T
fFmSubmarine, 2

Warships
Commissioned

qaiged! 3T 2
geEdla wARE e
TT

e For the first time, three

frontline platforms — INS Nilgiri, INS Vaghsheer, and INS Surat — were
commissioned on the same day in the Navy on Wednesday.
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Jgoll dR, died 3730 tolewid — Suaey AR, smévaey arerefiy, 31k srdvaey
AT — I qUAR I AT JAwF @ R weere fmar armn)

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated these platforms to the nation, marking a
significant step towards Atmanirbhar Bharat.

JUTTHAT AYg ANY o7 SoT TlchIFd T IS FHATIT fohaT, ST AT AR Fr

feem & U AUl FEA g

e INS Nilgiri is the lead ship of Project 17A frigates, INS Vaghsheer is the sixth and
final submarine of Project 75 Kalvari class, and INS Surat is the fourth and final
ship of Project 15B destroyers.

am$vaey AR fowe 170 fhdcw o1 yaw s ¢, ImsraTs iR wewe 75
Feaadl Farg H1 S AR AT gerged §, 3 mSvevw FI@ Wetge 154 freaws &
Ttar 3k 3ifae SET B

e Prime Minister Modi said, "INS Nilgiri is dedicated to the naval empire of the Cholas,
and INS Surat represents Gujarat's ancient connection to West Asia."

FUTAHAT HET o7 gl " IMETATH AR Tl F A9ar g #1 gafda ¢ 3
HETATH WA oI & greter afRasr vRar Faees &1 sfafafia awar g1

e He recalled his participation in the commissioning of the first Kalvari submarine and
expressed pride in commissioning the sixth one — INS Vaghsheer.

37giol 9l Headl Gorgeal & HAATAN F U HRERT &1 Irg fhar 3R &
Yaged! — MSTACH ATErfiR & heArerfer W I egerd foha|
e Speaking on India's global vision, Mr. Modi said, "India’s position is not

expansionist, but development-oriented. We are seen as a reliable and
responsible partner globally."

AR & 3w IO X a1 Fcl U A FE A Fe, 0N F v@ REarand g
afer RFmeaE 81 & dRTs T W F AT IR R amfier & &7 &
T T g1

e He stressed the importance of the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, saying that India
should reduce its dependence on other countries during times of tension.

ﬁﬁmﬁhmaﬂm?mwaﬁéﬁgmﬁ:mﬁm%m
3= et 9T W AIEr FH FIEN TR

e He mentioned that over 5,000 defence equipment items will no longer be procured
from other countries.

35l garaT & 5,000 ¥ HAF T&W IYFION FT 39 3T 2207 & AT AT SATTIm|

e Out of 40 platforms commissioned in the Navy in recent years, 39 were made in
India, he said.

3ogley gl & gior & auf & F¥AT F FARM [T 7T 40 tAehiFT H & 39 IRT
o g
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‘Growing Prowess’

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh highlighted that this historic commissioning
demonstrates India’s growing maritime power in the Indian Ocean region.

& FHAT oAy R g7 5 a8 ae@e saAfar sidier AganR &9 7 aRa 6

Todl FHRN drhd I SATCT &

e Several dignitaries, including Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh Tripathi, Chief of
Defence Staff Anil Chauhan, Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan, and
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, attended the event.

38 FAEHA H AN 9T e Revw Bud, wan vaw sfaw e, AR &
Toaarel WY, TerFeore, iR AFRISE & AETHAN qdg BN Gied F3 AVHAY
cafed 3ufedd

Top court asks Kerala
not to publish data on
church denominations

|GS Paper II: Right to Religion: Denomination

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it was
time to take a “very con-
scious call” about the ex-
tent to which judiciary
ought to intervene in reli-
gious affairs even as it
asked the Kerala govern-
ment to not circulate or pu-
blish data sought by the
court, about the popula-
tion, churches, and assets
of the warring Orthodox
Malankara and Jacobite de-
nominations in the State.
“When you are asking
the Supreme Court to in-
tervene in religious affairs,
we have to tread cautious-
ly, extremely carefully...

Today you [the two de-
nominations] have come,
tomorrow some other reli-
gious group will bring their
fight to us... Should we in-
tervene? The courts would
ultimately have to take a
very conscious call on this
question,” Justice Surya
Kant, heading a two-judge
Bench, orally addressed
the court’s concern to la-
wyers representing the
two religious sections.

On December 17, the
court had directed status
quo in the dispute between
the Jacobite and Orthodox
Malankara denominations.

The court would be
hearing the case in detail
on two consecutive days —
January 29 and 30.

Top Court Asks Kerala Not
to Publish Data on Church
Denominations

S AT & el hl T
YRl 9 3T Yahl AT et
g LT

. The Supreme Court on Wednesday said it
was time to take a "very conscious call" on how
much the judiciary should intervene in religious
affairs.

i FrITery 3 qUAR S FeT T g FHY § o9
g I vt o =ifew for =amarfersr
e ATHAT & fohdell gTdalT HeT aATRT|

. The court asked the Kerala government
not to circulate or publish data related to the
population, churches, and assets of the
Orthodox Malankara and Jacobite
denominations.
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AT o ;T R A gl & g 3mard), ==t 3t gufeat @ gaf®a 2er & gaia
T JHIfAIT o X, S Ay AGHRT 3T AR el & Tafad £

e Justice Surya Kant, heading a two-judge Bench, expressed concerns about judicial
intervention in religious disputes. He said, "Today you [the two denominations] have
come, tomorrow some other religious group will bring their fight to us... Should we
intervene?"

R GAFIA, ST &7 =graehel &1 96 &7 Adea X W} A, A Ui fGarer J
R® FEAAT A o RIar S| 3egley ahal, "3 AT [El F9er] AT &, &l

e He emphasized that the courts would have to take a very conscious call on whether
they should intervene in such matters.

Segler %Wéﬁg@m%mﬁaﬁwwa@mﬁmﬂﬁvﬁwm
fF 3¢ VQ AMAGH H §EAATT FHIAT TAMLT AT =Igi |

e On December 17, the court had directed status quo in the dispute between the
Jacobite and Orthodox Malankara denominations.

17 RHER T AT o Shase 3R rufsied AdaRT ¥yerl & 9 9o § ffufa
TATC @A HT 3G ar 47|

e The court will be hearing the case on January 29 and 30, 2024.

=ITTerd 29 3 30 FE 2024 F 3 A H oS HM
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Social justice and a lost chance by a Prime Minister

IGS Paper II: Social Justice |

t the first official state dinner of his
presidency, on November 24, 2009,
Barack Obama, the first non-white
President of the United States, hosted
Manmohan Singh, the first non-Hindu Prime
Minister of India. In the oldest and the biggest
democracies of the world, that era was a high
noon of liberalism. A coalition of minorities
appeared ascendant, in both countries. Though
Manmohan Singh would not be counted as a
political leader like Mr. Obama, he too
represented a political process that was common
to both India and the U.S. — the climax and then
the crisis of liberalism, on the social, economic
and international affairs fronts. Mr. Obama and
Manmohan Singh understood each other better
than they both would the politics of their own
countries. Manmohan Singh had a keen sense of
global developmental challenges — he
championed the India-U.S. civil nuclear deal,
economic liberalisation and also amended New
Delhi’s position in climate change negotiations.
As a child of Partition and as a Nehruvian,
Manmohan Singh understood the necessity of
religious harmony. His presence, decisions and
indecisions would transform Indian politics. It is
essential to take note of it in order to understand
the present-day politics of India.

The 2004 vote

There were two paradoxes in Manmohan Singh’s
rise as Prime Minister in 2004, both of which
speak to the vibrancy of Indian democracy. The
anti-Sikh riots of 1984 marked a low point in
Indian pluralism. Sikhs made up about 1.72% of
India’s population, and the fact that one of them
could become the Prime Minister 20 years later,
marked a high point. The majority Hindus did not
find anything problematic.

The second paradox is that the vote in 2004
was one against the celebration of the market.
Manmohan Singh who became Prime Minister,
was a votary of the market. He would reluctantly
follow a welfarist agenda dictated by democratic
politics.

Now, to his presence, decisions and
indecisions. The United Progressive Alliance-1
was a coalition of religious and linguistic
minorities and subaltern social groups. But when
it was reconstituted following the 2009 elections,
subaltern representatives from the Hindi belt
were left out. The Left was replaced with
Trinamool Congress (TMC); the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam continued. Political power
in India between 2004 and 2014 was controlled,
along with Manmohan Singh, by Sonia Gandhi,
Ahmed Patel, Pranab Mukherjee and A K.
Antony. The coalition elected two Presidents of
India, Pratibha Patil and Pranab Mukherjee, and
Hamid Ansari as Vice President of India. Religious
and linguistic minorities were represented for all
10 years, but subaltern castes were pointedly
expelled in 2009 by Congress managers. Nobody
in the above list, save perhaps Sonia Gandhi, had
any capacity to get an extra vote for the Congress
in the Hindi heartland. In fact, the very optics of

As Prime
Minister,
Manmohan
Singh's
decisions and
indecisions
caused a rift
between
subaltern
Hindus and
Muslims in the
Hindi heartland

the overwhelming presence of religious
minorities and upper caste Hindus at the top
turned out to be one of the causes of the shift by
the Other Backward Classes (OBC) and Dalits in
favour of the Bharatiya Janata Party in 2014. This
has parallels with what would happen in the U.S.
in 2016.

Manmohan Singh was indecisive on many
issues, but there was one question — apart from
the India-U.S. nuclear deal — that he put his foot
down for. This was to veto the social justice
agenda pushed by cabinet colleagues Arjun Singh
and Meira Kumar, Minister of Human Resource
Development and Social Justice Minister,
respectively, in UPA-1. There cannot be a
reasonable explanation for the surprise surge of
the Congress in 2009 in the heartland — it won 21
of the 80 Lok Sabha seats in Uttar Pradesh, for
instance — without taking into account the OBC
quota in higher educational institutions driven by
Arjun Singh and OBC parties in UPA-1. The battle
of wits between the two Singhs on the quota
question is instructive of the imbalance between
secularism and socialism justice that made the
UPA’s promise of progress short-lived. Manmohan
Singh owned it.

Singh vs Singh

Manmohan Singh resisted Arjun Singh’s plans for
expanding quotas. It all started with a Supreme
Court judgment in 2005, which brought into
dispute the power of the state to enforce the
reservation policy in admissions to private
educational institutions. Many States had quotas
in unaided institutions, which were questionable
after the Court decision. Arjun Singh championed
it and Parliament amended the Constitution to
insert a clause to Article 15, which specifically
enabled reservations in “admission to
educational institutions including private
educational institutions, whether aided or
unaided by the State, other than the minority
educational institutions”.

A new anti-reservation movement erupted in
upper India while peninsular India remained
calm. The then Human Resources Development
Ministry under Arjun Singh drafted a Bill that
proposed OBC quotas in all government
institutions of higher education which already
had Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
quotas; and for all three categories in private
ones. The Manmohan Singh-led Prime Minister’s
Office instructed Arjun Singh to bifurcate the Bill
— one for aided, and a second for unaided ones.
Arjun Singh got both drafts ready. Late evening
on a day before they were to be taken up by the
Union Cabinet, Manmohan Singh instructed that
the Bill for private ones be kept aside. Though the
move for caste quotas in private institutions was
halted, quota in government institutions of higher
education rallied OBC communities in the
heartland behind the Congress party in 2009.

Manmohan Singh and the technocratic,
Delhi-based Congress managers interpreted the
2009 results as an endorsement of the
employment guarantee scheme, or even the U.S.

nuclear deal. Arjun Singh was denied a berth in
the new Council. Meira Kumnar was restrained as
Lok Sabha Speaker. Ms. Kumar had tried to
implement an item in the National Common
Minimum Programme (NCMP). It had said: “The
UPA government is very sensitive to the issue of
affirmative action, including reservations in the
private sector. It will immediately initiate a
national dialogue with all political parties,
industry and other organizations to see how best
the private sector can fulfill the aspirations of
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe youth.” Ms.
Kumar convened a meeting of industry leaders to
open a dialogue, inviting the ire of Manmohan
Singh, who instructed her to cancel it. Nobody in
the National Advisory Council, whose mandate
was to implement the NCMP, said anything.
Meanwhile, OBC MPs were pointing out in 2006
that not a single Governor in the country was
from among their communities. On this question,
Manmohan Singh remained silent — indecision.

The parallel line

This hostility towards social justice politics was
happening alongside a discussion on the welfare
of Muslims, Dalits, and OBC Christians. The
Court’s Inamdar judgment on reservations in
private educational institutions and the
appointment of the Sachar Committee to study
the condition of Muslims happened months apart
in 2005, triggering fresh debates on communal
and caste questions. The Congress, partly by
intention, pitched the Muslims against subaltern
Hindus, thinking that this could break the
OBC-Muslim social coalition that had emaciated
the party in the Hindi heartland. But the
consequences were unintended. OBC/Dalit
segments of the heartland became the most
fertile ground for Hindutva subsequently, as they
came to believe that non-BJP parties were trying
to provide quotas for Muslims at their cost. It is
not a coincidence that the badly drafted line by
Manmohan Singh about minorities having the
first claim over national resources continues to
haunt the Congress.

In fairness, Manmohan Singh was following a
traditional Congress line of ignoring the OBCs and
focusing on the rest. Arjun Singh sensed the
ground had shifted and that the OBCs counted.
The other politician who sensed that by 2009 was
Narendra Modi, who addressed subaltern Hindus.
Arjun Singh crossed swords with two Congress
Prime Ministers — once on secularism and then
on social justice. In 1992, he resigned from the
P.V. Narasimha Rao Government for its failure to
protect the Babri Masjid. In 2009 he was denied a
cabinet berth by Manmohan Singh. The Congress
party included in its 2024 election manifesto a
promise of OBC/SC/ST reservation in private
educational institutions — an idea stalled by
Manmohan Singh. Rahul Gandhi today wants to
rebuild the Congress on the twin plank of
secularism and social justice. Manmohan Singh
had an opportunity.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in
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Social justice and a lost chance by a Prime Minister

AT FA1T AR TUTHA GIRT @I g3 HaH

At the First Official State Dinner of His Presidency
3T seufa 9g #T ggall NAFIRE s TRNe

On November 24, 2009, Barack Obama, the first non-white President of the United
States, hosted Manmohan Singh, the first non-Hindu Prime Minister of India. 24 dd&&{

2009 &, IR INETAT, St 3ANFT F ggel d-2d39 Tscufa A, A ARG [RE, St IR
& ugel -G gurere =N &, & AR R

In the oldest and biggest democracies of the world, that era was a high noon of
liberalism.

e & FEd QT AR G 997 cllencal A, a8 Jor s #1 swaas g ol
A coalition of minorities appeared ascendant, in both countries.

ot 32t F HCUREIP! FT TSaUA WIrfa H feor 7 a7y

Though Manmohan Singh would not be counted as a political leader like Mr. Obama, he

too represented a political process that was common to both India and the U.S. — the
climax and then the crisis of liberalism, on the social, economic and international

affairs fronts. gTelifer ATAIGT f8g I 3 NTHAT AT ASTallideh AdT & T H TG
1T Srwer, T o ag e 0l USeifas gishar & gfafaftica s O S siRa 3R
3ANST St & FgHET A - grforw, e 3R FIRTET Al 7§ oxfossw F 3y
3R T 3% Hhe T ATHAT|

Manmohan Singh had a keen sense of global developmental challenges — he
championed the India-U.S. civil nuclear deal, economic liberalisation and also

amended New Delhi’s position in climate change negotiations. #dgd &g FI Ra*w
Remcas gatfaat & 7l THsr O - 3 aRa-3mReET wey asitan s
3T &1 TR R 3R @y € Sreary wRade aar § ool & ¥@ &1 Jeel|

As a child of Partition and as a Nehruvian, Manmohan Singh understood the necessity

of religious harmony. TSI & FHT F T iR TFH AgwAE & &I H, AdAGA g

ol UTTAE TEHTEAT T ATl T G TEETH AT
His presence, decisions, and indecisions would transform Indian politics.

34T 3ufeyfa, Aol 3R 3T aRdT Taeifa & Sgo &

It is essential to take note of it in order to understand the present-day politics of India.

SH €I H TW@T 3T & dlfeh &8 dddeT JRAT ISliad I THST Fehl

The 2004 Vote
2004 &1 ﬂﬂ'ﬁ'
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e There were two paradoxes in Manmohan Singh’s rise as Prime Minister in 2004, both
of which speak to the vibrancy of Indian democracy.

AqAE fAE & 2004 H GUHAAT g4 7 g TRIUTHNE &, ST HARAT T I fowgait
& g g

e The anti-Sikh riots of 1984 marked a low point in Indian pluralism. Sikhs made up
about 1.72% of India’s population, and the fact that one of them could become the
Prime Minister 20 years later, marked a high point.

1984 % fa@ RO & RAT sgerdrae & v g g & Rffaa wd & e
HRA & STAHEAT HT TIHIT 1.72% &, 3R Ig 927 & 397 & T 20 Giel a1
TN 97 TR AT, TF 3T g A gRfar ¢

e The majority Hindus did not find anything problematic.
TqEETH R H 30 TO ol GACASIAh AET o]

e The second paradox is that the vote in 2004 was one against the celebration of the
market.
qa TARIUTH FE & % 2004 # §IHT AGCI TR & 37 & el 2|

e Manmohan Singh, who became Prime Minister, was a votary of the market.
TEUTAHAT Jo7 ATHIET g, IR & gHAdS |

e He would reluctantly follow a welfarist agenda dictated by democratic politics.

Ig AFdiaE Tesfa garT HUiRa Feauert wi & sifacor & Jre S|

Presence, Decisions, and Indecisions

sufeufa, vk stk arfaci

e The United Progressive Alliance-1 (UPA-1) was a coalition of religious and linguistic
minorities and subaltern social groups. Ie18es WAAT TATIH-1 (UPA-1) Th
sy A7 foae enfde 3N oS srewwens 3R A aenfaw wwqg arfAe 9

e But when it was reconstituted following the 2009 elections, subaltern representatives
from the Hindi belt were left out.

Afehel ST9 38 2009 & TaATal & dle Yeraifad fohar amam, o R dee @ ufEda wfafafer

d1gY Ig 97|
e The Left was replaced with Trinamool Congress (TMC); the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam continued.

MU T AT FEAW (TMC) & Feell 713, 5l JAT Frerent T |
o Political power in India between 2004 and 2014 was controlled, along with Manmohan
Singh, by Sonia Gandhi, Ahmed Patel, Pranab Mukherjee, and A.K. Antony.

2004 3 2014 & T ARG H Tolias AfTd, ATART ReF ary, |faar e,
IEAC T, YUId F@, AN T F. velt & @rr @hf3a Hr 8|

e The coalition elected two Presidents of India, Pratibha Patil and Pranab Mukherjee,
and Hamid Ansari as Vice President of India.
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MY o HRA & & Teeafd, gora F@eit 3R gfesm wiieer, 3k aifde sramd 1 o
& IS & & H AT

Religious and linguistic minorities were represented for all 10 years, but subaltern
castes were pointedly expelled in 2009 by Congress managers.

i 3R VS euaEgsh &1 gfaffeca 10 auf g foram 13T, dfeheT I9=RoT
STferIT 2009 F FEH TSI GaRT AT e H & TS|

Nobody in the above list, save perhaps Sonia Gandhi, had any capacity to get an extra
vote for the Congress in the Hindi heartland.

IR &G S T A F R F o, arae M i F s, Fd aéds F wiow &
fore sifaferd e See & #S aFar 7@ o
In fact, the very optics of the overwhelming presence of religious minorities and upper

caste Hindus at the top turned out to be one of the causes of the shift by the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) and Dalits in favour of the Bharatiya Janata Party in 2014.

aredd #, MY R arfdis srevaeasl iR Fad snfa gt & veo sufdafa #1q@m
a3 gait (OBC) 31X gfdal garT 2014 7 R FAaT Uil & 9a7 F TAATGRA gt
I TUch hRUT def ITAT|

This has parallels with what would happen in the U.S. in 2016.

SHHT ATATR 2016 H IARFTH g dTell T3 & §

Manmohan Singh's Indecisiveness and Stance on Social Justice

AdAET Rg &1 3fAviy it gofes = | 3@

Manmohan Singh was indecisive on many issues, but there was one question — apart
from the India-U.S. nuclear deal — that he put his foot down for.

AR i F% Aeal W AR & RNFR I, AT v Farer a1 — HRA-33 R
WA FAAN & 3AaT — 9 W 3@l 391 &G TI¢ foha|
This was to veto the social justice agenda pushed by cabinet colleagues Arjun Singh

and Meira Kumar, Minister of Human Resource Development and Social Justice
Minister, respectively, in UPA-1.

g OT GHTTAS FATT & TS AT diet &dell, ol 3a7eh ATAseT dgafadt sea e
3R AT FAR, ST A AT GO FFrE w650 3R wEnfew S w6 S, |3 uPA-L
#H Sorar fear am

There cannot be a reasonable explanation for the surprise surge of the Congress in
2009 in the heartland — it won 21 of the 80 Lok Sabha seats in Uttar Pradesh, for
instance — without taking into account the OBC quota in higher educational institutions
driven by Arjun Singh and OBC parties in UPA-1.

2009 H feeraea ol & O FIg THTIT TISETRUT FAal & Thdl — 3GT8L0T &
T, 3O 93 7 80 AhwHT HieY F & 21 Shiasr arel wiad — o= 3= Afd+F vy
# OBC HIeTh €411 # W, 54 3refa g 3k OBC gall o UPA-1 & serar fear|
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o The battle of wits between the two Singhs on the quota question is instructive of the
imbalance between secularism and socialism justice that made the UPA’s promise
of progress short-lived.

FIE F AT W A1 g & A 7 gefawar i S aedfadarar iR arefas = &
s 3rEdele 1 gefel §, et UPA # warfar 1 arer srearft sar fe|

¢ Manmohan Singh owned it.

AdAg g o 38 39|

Singh vs Singh
Rg ss [
e Manmohan Singh resisted Arjun Singh’s plans for expanding quotas.

HAAE e o 3ol g T e 1 fATAR A &1 ATA13i & faer foman

o It all started with a Supreme Court judgment in 2005, which brought into dispute the
power of the state to enforce the reservation policy in admissions to private
educational institutions.

a@mmgﬁnaﬂé*hﬁ%m@rQg«gﬂ,ﬁzoosﬁm,mﬁmaﬁrm
Aifa =1 st AT TeuEt 7 vaw 7 on] & & afFd ) [Fae 3orr @ anl

e Many States had quotas in unaided institutions, which were questionable after the Court
decision.

&5 AT H AT GgrIar IIvd HEATAT F Fer A1, S FIE F B F 6 A@fgey g qAw
|

e Arjun Singh championed it and Parliament amended the Constitution to insert a
clause to Article 15, which specifically enabled reservations in “admission to
educational institutions including private educational institutions, whether aided or
unaided by the State, other than the minority educational institutions”.
3ot g o g ARG fhar IR wwe & Wiy & wate fhar dmfsh argess 15
H UH rauls SEr S e, St “AfaTes AT H gaer # HIETOT hl HETH Hidr o1, a1
I UT aRT HEIAT UTed &1 AT o gl 3eudeds Afale GeumEl &l SIsHh’ |

e A new anti-reservation movement erupted in upper India while peninsular India
remained calm.
Teh 15 HR&Tor faet 3ncierst 3adr o 7 fer, Siafes gfaroft siRa e @l

e Thethen Human Resources Development Ministry under Arjun Singh drafted a Bill
that proposed OBC quotas in all government institutions of higher education which

already had Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe quotas; and for all three
categories in private ones.

39 WA & AT WA R{Ew #@red A e RS dgd v e AR fear
Srae gt TERT 3TT e GFUEr H OBC HeT F 9¥did o1, 5ad g & &
i i 3R g Serenfa et ar; 3 A6 deuEt & der AfoEt & fow

e The Manmohan Singh-led Prime Minister’s Office instructed Arjun Singh to bifurcate
the Bill — one for aided, and a second for unaided ones.
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AR T ¥ Aded I TUHN FRATET o 3T g o1 GO9Th A1 fasiord =
&1 fder fGar — o Ferdr roa & o, 3R gEw Ser werar g § et &
o)

e Arjun Singh got both drafts ready. Late evening on a day before they were to be taken
up by the Union Cabinet, Manmohan Singh instructed that the Bill for private ones be
kept aside.

3ot g o @l 3% AR U] T e ggel Sid 9 Ferr Ffaee qanr fow o= 9,
ar AqdAed g o Adey e i fooh dvaet & fow f[dgs &1 sreer w@r s

e Though the move for caste quotas in private institutions was halted, quota in
government institutions of higher education rallied OBC communities in the
heartland behind the Congress party in 2009.

glelieh fololl HEATAT 7 S e T st & (e f&2r 913, Y o aar 3=
et FEuEl & FreT A OBC WHGHT &1 2009 H FAW It & N el goreh # Tehole
|

e Manmohan Singh and the technocratic, Delhi-based Congress managers interpreted
the 2009 results as an endorsement of the employment guarantee scheme, or even
the U.S. nuclear deal.

AR 8 3R wieaifar-ameiia, Reeh Rya s@w yaus 3 2009 & aRomaAT
SR ARE AYSTAT A7 FgT oIoh foh IANFT-RAT] woAgta & gade & &7 &
arEeaTiAd TR

e Arjun Singh was denied a berth in the new Council.
ol R &1 15 wfsa & Ty @ df¥a ax R Irm)

e Meira Kumar was restrained as Lok Sabha Speaker.
HRT FAR FT ARTAT AT F T H Fhifad fhar |

e Ms. Kumar had tried to implement an item in the National Common Minimum
Programme (NCMP).

AAN FAR o TET TAT ~gAdH FEAFA (NCMP) H T fdg 9] 3T T hfrer
hr ot

e |t had said: “The UPA government is very sensitive to the issue of affirmative action,
including reservations in the private sector.

wﬁwwm:“ummmxﬂaﬁ%@%qﬁa@ﬁaﬂ%ﬁaa
Sa# At & 7 3/ReTor off anfder g

o It will immediately initiate a national dialogue with all political parties, industry, and
other organizations to see how best the private sector can fulfill the aspirations of
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe youth.”

g X T ToTellicreh gell, 31T 3R 3T HISal o HY Teh WSET HATG Y&
Ig 3T« & v T sreqqfaa sfar 3R srqfRa Serenfa & Jarsi & meriait
sl &9 S8 U & FhaTl B
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Kumar's Attempt to Convene a Meeting and Manmohan Singh’s Reaction

FAR A doF gam 1 AR J FaAea He fr gfafear

Kumar convened a meeting of industry leaders to open a dialogue, inviting the ire of
Manmohan Singh, who instructed her to cancel it.

FHR 1 3GANT AT T Teh doeh Follel T AR HY, TG HROT AadAga g o
3¢ 38 GG A 1 fder &

Nobody in the National Advisory Council, whose mandate was to implement the
NCMP, said anything.

AT ARHR IREG H 15 871 Fg1 et TSTHeT I NCMP &l @] Y1 AT

Meanwhile, OBC MPs were pointing out in 2006 that not a single Governor in the
country was from among their communities.

5q e, OBC Wiwal o1 2006 # Ig I & &3 # U o Uoqurer 37 FHT @
sTer Tl
On this question, Manmohan Singh remained silent — indecision.

$H Halo W, AAANE &g g9 © — dfaoiy|

The Parallel Line
AR @1

This hostility towards social justice politics was happening alongside a discussion on
the welfare of Muslims, Dalits, and OBC Christians.

WEATTAF 1T Y Tl & Tid g I FWeraAwat, gfaral A OBC $HISAT 1 7el1S
W g W o= & |y A

The Court’s Inamdar judgment on reservations in private educational institutions
and the appointment of the Sachar Committee to study the condition of Muslims
happened months apart in 2005, triggering fresh debates on communal and caste
questions.

FE F sAWER hwer st dfdF FeaEt F smeor | ik @R w@fafy & GgfEFa s
HACHATAI b1 AT 1 37ETTT T F AT 2005 # U, S0 Averes 3R snfa
TR FaTell W AT SgaT  SFod feam|

The Congress, partly by intention, pitched the Muslims against subaltern Hindus,
thinking that this could break the OBC-Muslim social coalition that had emaciated the
party in the Hindi heartland.

A, 3P T F ¢ A, o HAAHTAI 1 39T Rogait & s @er T, 78
Hrad gU o $HE OBC-HUWHAIA HIANSS S ce Seam, i aict o fear ferelt
FThI H HASIT HY el AT|

But the consequences were unintended. OBC/Dalit segments of the heartland became

the most fertile ground for Hindutva subsequently, as they came to believe that non-
BJP parties were trying to provide quotas for Muslims at their cost.

AT s8S IRUTA IYARIT F| OBC/afaa aaf feeh e # figea & fav weq
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3USITS S e 31T, it 3o faeard g1 I o R-BIP wifeat gaesEt F faw
HIET S I HIAY T T AT, ST 3ofh TehdTl T AT

e Itis not a coincidence that the badly drafted line by Manmohan Singh about minorities
having the first claim over national resources continues to haunt the Congress.

TE FE T A8 § 7 AeAlge g R AT FeTHETH F U ThT FameAl
Wqﬁﬁwmwﬁaﬁrbadlyé\waﬁr?rémméﬁmﬁ%ﬁra?ﬁgé
gl

e In fairness, Manmohan Singh was following a traditional Congress line of ignoring the
OBCs and focusing on the rest.

fosuetar &, AaAed g IRIRS HIAT ATST FHI Tl R & F, 5T OBCs &r
TIR3ETST Y dehl W AT higd fonar a3

e Arjun Singh sensed the ground had shifted and that the OBCs counted.
3ol e Feqy fohar & Steler seor g & 3R OBCs & 3ef@ad &l

e The other politician who sensed that by 2009 was Narendra Modi, who addressed
subaltern Hindus.

T 3R AT gl 2009 T Ig FHS, 98 A Aew AW, Segiel 39gFa Regai
gaifaa fam|

e Arjun Singh crossed swords with two Congress Prime Ministers — once on
secularism and then on social justice.

Il RE s Y FEw TuEABEET S Fuy fHar — ve IR eifaRdarar W3R O
HATSS #I1 W

e In 1992, he resigned from the P.V. Narasimha Rao Government for its failure to protect
the Babri Masjid.

1992 #, 3gisl P.V. 7RAT T WHR T STATH &aT Fifeh TIDPR &l ATESIG
et A favd T A

e In 2009, he was denied a cabinet berth by Manmohan Singh.
2009 #, 3-¢ AaAgA AE qarT ARFsT A U= @ I & fEar )

e The Congress party included in its 2024 election manifesto a promise of OBC/SC/ST
reservation in private educational institutions — an idea stalled by Manmohan
Singh.

FAW e & 39l 2024 FATE GO 9F H OBC/SC/ST HRETOT 1 drer o, it
HeAATET g caRT BT g3 Tl

e Rahul Gandhi today wants to rebuild the Congress on the twin plank of secularism

and social justice.

37TST Tgel e HTIF T GATATIETAT 3R FANSTF 719 & Qe IR R O F FArer
EIGE]
¢ Manmohan Singh had an opportunity.

ATAEd RE S 99 T 3599 AT
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The red flag as China’s expansionist strategy rolls on

|GS Paper II: India-Chinal
l n recent days, India has witnessed two

significant incidents of Chinese aggression

along the China-India border, highlighting
vulnerabilities that not only threaten India’s
territorial integrity but also undermine its
sovereignty. The Chinese government’s
announcement of the construction of a dam on
the Yarlung Zangbo river (which is the
Brahmaputra river), and the creation of two new
counties in north-eastern Ladakh, have set alarm
bells ringing.

India has strongly condemned these Chinese
actions, asserting that they are illegal and a direct
challenge to India’s sovereignty. In response to
China’s ambitious hydropower project, India has
expressed concern, noting that it is monitoring
the situation and will take necessary measures to
safeguard its national interests. These
developments are particularly disturbing given
the recent consensus on troop disengagement
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). These
new moves further underscore the
unpredictability of China’s approach in the
region.

The transboundary water issue

India is not alone in facing the brunt of China’s
expansionist policies. Other South Asian
countries such as Nepal and Bhutan have been
subjected in a similar manner to Chinese
territorial encroachments. Disputes over land
boundaries persist between China and several of
its South Asian neighbours, and China’s unilateral
actions with respect to transboundary rivers,
particularly the Brahmaputra and Indus river
systems, have the potential to jeopardise water
security in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and
Pakistan. Despite these challenges, each country
has opted to engage with China on a bilateral
basis.

The proposed Chinese dam, with an annual
capacity to generate 300 billion kilowatt-hours of
electricity a year, is located on the lower reaches
of the Yarlung Zangbo near the China-India
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India, as the
dominant
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in South Asia,
should take the
lead in shaping
a collective
response to
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border. This massive infrastructure project
presents significant challenges for downstream
countries, particularly India and Bangladesh.
The construction of the dam is likely to reduce
the amount of water and silt reaching
downstream, which could have severe long-term
consequences for agriculture, fisheries, and
biodiversity in India and Bangladesh. Further,
during the monsoon season or in times of
geopolitical tensions, the uncontrolled release of
water could result in devastating floods along the
Indian border, which will be an issue of strategic
vulnerability for India. In anticipation, India has
accelerated plans to build its own hydropower
projects and reservoirs, including an investment
of $1 billion to expedite the construction of 12
hydropower stations in Arunachal Pradesh.

Border disputes, cartographic aggression
China’s recent actions, including the creation of
the two new counties, are a part of its ongoing
strategy of cartographic aggression aimed at
asserting control over disputed territories. This
kind of tactic is intended to gain strategic leverage
over its regional adversaries.

China'’s territorial disputes with India are
multifaceted, with the most recent aggression
occurring along the western front, specifically in
Ladakh. Additionally, China continues to lay
claim to Arunachal Pradesh, a State that is an
inalienable part of India. Beyond India, China
also asserts overlapping claims on territories in
countries such as Nepal and Bhutan.

China’s tactics in asserting territorial claims—
such as renaming locations within
Indian-controlled territories, establishing
settlements in disputed areas, and incorporating
contested regions into official maps — are
becoming increasingly visible. For instance, in
2023, the Chinese government standardised 11
locations in Arunachal Pradesh to assert its
ownership, following similar actions in 2021 and
2017.

However, international law does not recognise

territorial claims based solely on cartographic
assertions. In various landmark cases, which
include the ruling by the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) on the Minquiers and Ecrehos
dispute between the United Kingdom and France,
maps were deemed insufficient evidence of
sovereignty. The 1C] ruled that effective
administrative control and sovereignty are crucial
for determining ownership of contested
territories. Therefore, China’s use of cartographic
aggression, while provocative, lacks legal validity
under international law. Nevertheless, China’s
efforts to establish a physical presence in
disputed territories, such as by building
settlements, could complicate matters for India in
the future.

The South Asian response

While China has sought economic engagement
with all South Asian nations, its territorial and
water-related disputes with these countries
continue to strain regional relations. Unlike the
Southeast Asian nations, which have employed
collective responsive measures through
multilateral organisations such as the Mekong
River Commission (MRC) and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), South Asian
countries, including India, have chosen to
address their concerns with China on a bilateral
basis. This approach has largely been shaped by
the power asymmetry between China and its
smaller neighbours.

India, as the dominant regional power in South
Asia, should take the lead in fostering a collective
response to China’s actions. A unified approach,
including regional forums, multilateral
institutions, or enhanced diplomatic coordination
would strengthen South Asia’s position in
addressing China’s increasing influence and
territorial ambitions. A comprehensive strategy
involving diplomatic engagement and regional
cooperation is crucial for India’s sovereignty and
regional security in the face of China’s growing
assertiveness.

The red flag as China’s expansionist strategy rolls on

T H AEARAET WA F Todd dTel ST

Recent Chinese Aggression and Its Impact on India

giferar =it smwmwar 3R IRT W s9F wiT

e Inrecent days, India has witnessed two significant incidents of Chinese aggression
along the China-India border, highlighting vulnerabilities that threaten India’s territorial
integrity and undermine its sovereignty.

grel &1 3, R o fer-Re HoAr 9 Aeft IrFHFAT & A AgcaqUT FSATIN FHT HHe

fohar 8, St #IR T &R 3r@sar AR qwsgar ol @k A sreld €
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The Chinese government’s announcement of the construction of a dam on the
Yarlung Zangbo river (which is the Brahmaputra river), and the creation of two new
counties in north-eastern Ladakh, have set alarm bells ringing.

et THR T GO & TecT IR SAarar &Y (S 1o FEAqT dr §) W iy o=t 3R
IW-dl g H ar AT Grdl & AT @ Aaree fr dfear a9 381 £

India has strongly condemned these Chinese actions, asserting that they are illegal
and a direct challenge to India’s sovereignty.

mﬁaﬁ%@@rﬁﬁﬁ@r&wmﬁgﬁ:ﬁﬁw%aﬁm@r
WA & e drer ol &
In response to China’s ambitious hydropower project, India has expressed concern,

noting that it is monitoring the situation and will take necessary measures to
safeguard its national interests.

et @ Agcarriell Safdega RIS & Sare A, sRT S AT FFA H g, TE e
gU foh og Rufa i1 PR 7 @1 & 3R 30 Tsde Rt A 8w & v s

haH 3orud|

These developments are particularly disturbing given the recent consensus on troop
disengagement along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

¥ el 49 & @ Ridrsien 8, Fifeh gref & # a1gay 6 TFIHT FHerer (LAC) &
T =7 @t F 3re9Ng W TeATT For AN

These new moves further underscore the unpredictability of China’s approach in the
region.

q AT FHeH @ F TioeHIor AT 3rqdar i 3R 3w T@ifed #a g

The Transboundary Water Issue

uIREdgerefier Sl AeaT

India is not alone in facing the brunt of China’s expansionist policies. Other South
Asian countries such as Nepal and Bhutan have been subjected to similar Chinese
territorial encroachments.

R 3Tohell 18T & oif el Y fararardy Afaat &1 e T W@/ §1 3T gfayor
TfAATS 2w S8 AuTer 3R oyeTer A7 o7 FATeT el & Hrfasmaor S°1 AHAT HLET TSt
gl

Disputes over land boundaries persist between China and several of its South Asian
neighbours, and China’s unilateral actions with respect to transboundary rivers,
particularly the Brahmaputra and Indus river systems, have the potential to jeopardise
water security in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Pakistan.

AA W T [are A 3R 576 w3 faror TREg wWIfEt S d 99 gu § AR e

HT THARET FRAAT IRFAGANT Al & Feet #, Ay §7 F 7€A7YT 31 Indus a4
YoTIfRrT, STer AT T R, AT, TS, T 3 qfFearer 7 T # 1ol Fehell

gl
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o Despite these challenges, each country has opted to engage with China on a bilateral

basis.
goT FAlTcHdl & ddefe, Todsh & o die & @Y gfavefir R o dfoed glel o
e = B

Proposed Chinese Dam and Its Consequences

y¥arad = aer 3w swEd aRomA

e The proposed Chinese dam, with an annual capacity to generate 300 billion kilowatt-
hours of electricity a year, is located on the lower reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo near
the China-India border.

gEarfad St aer, fSadhr arf¥e e77ar 300 fafeasr fraae-a¢ [Sofel 3cuesT e T
¢, Ner-ama Aar$ aw IRy sear & Faa {ew 7 Fua g

e This massive infrastructure project presents significant challenges for downstream
countries, particularly India and Bangladesh.

I8 faene gy rar aRarser aer yarg arer e, Y ¥ @ oRa 3N arerenger
¥ fov Agcaqut FHifAT 9er Far ¥

e The construction of the dam is likely to reduce the amount of water and silt reaching
downstream, which could have severe long-term consequences for agriculture,
fisheries, and biodiversity in India and Bangladesh.

qTer & TAATOT & STer 3N s hr AT H SAT 3T Wbl §, ST HRA 3R Fierameer 7 F,
Ao gTed, 3R Sta Rfvvar W ik defos aRome g w@a £

e Further, during the monsoon season or in times of geopolitical tensions, the
uncontrolled release of water could result in devastating floods along the Indian
border, which will be an issue of strategic vulnerability for India.

g8 AN, ATHA FF & GNIT AT IST=ias derral & JAI, Ster hr Hfaafra
Rellsr 9Ra Y AT R/ [FATAFR 916 T FROT §o7 ohal &, S ART & [T Teh
Tl FAMREGT 1 Heer grm|

¢ In anticipation, India has accelerated plans to build its own hydropower projects and

reservoirs, including an investment of $1 billion to expedite the construction of 12
hydropower stations in Arunachal Pradesh.

$8h TSI, HIRA o U= STeAfaegd IRATSATHT 3R SFTerert & FATT S AreTa3i
I sl Y e &, foee areomere yeur A 12 Srafdega weua & AATor @ Mo @
QT e & fav 1 3Re sfer &1 fAder anffer g

Border Disputes, Cartographic Aggression

AR & Qe AT gadlft srwHETar

e China’s recent actions, including the creation of two new counties, are part of its
ongoing strategy of cartographic aggression aimed at asserting control over disputed
territories.
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AT Fr giferar Fiarsar, S0 QY av e sar nfAe §, sadr ad W) AT aat
HTHTHSAT T WA F ffear 8, raer 382 Rafda &Et W Fg=or safia aer
gl

o This kind of tactic is intended to gain strategic leverage over its regional adversaries.

S YR I WEAITA &l 36T 39 &1 ufdgdeiddl W Ioreifaa amey wred ahdetl
gl

e China’s territorial disputes with India are multifaceted, with the most recent aggression
occurring along the western front, specifically in Ladakh.

ARG & a1y AT & aNT [{are afee g, S gaa gifor™r 3w ar aiRaHT AR ),
fady ¥ & weg@ 7 g3 &

e Additionally, China continues to lay claim to Arunachal Pradesh, a State that is an
inalienable part of India.

g AN, T IFFOMEer TEA I GTaT HEA1 AR T g, 5 AR 7 3¢e Bear gl

e Beyond India, China also asserts overlapping claims on territories in countries such as
Nepal and Bhutan.

AR & ST, et arer 3R T S ot A &3 oX sraenRa g e g

o China’s tactics in asserting territorial claims—such as renaming locations within
Indian-controlled territories, establishing settlements in disputed areas, and
incorporating contested regions into official maps—are becoming increasingly visible.

AT & AT grEt F TG = 7 WA, S 5 ARGT-FE¥a a3 7 et &
ATH deodT, Qarfed &3 & afeaat g, 3 RQared a3 & srfRwRe A=RET &
AT LT, 319 37f¥ Tase gt 51 W gl

e Forinstance, in 2023, the Chinese government standardised 11 locations in
Arunachal Pradesh to assert its ownership, following similar actions in 2021 and 2017.

3eIEX0T & AT, 2023 &, =it WIPR F ST Ueer 7 11 TATAT Pl ATARIRIOT fhar

aifer 39ar TarfAca & &rar & o, VAT & $ed 2021 31w 2017 F ofy 3ar=m a=r 21|

e However, international law does not recognise territorial claims based solely on
cartographic assertions.

gTeTI R, HARRTSE FIeeT hael AT Faefl gral X 3menia e amal & Aeaar 787
& &l

e Invarious landmark cases, including the ruling by the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) on the Minquiers and Ecrehos dispute between the United Kingdom and
France, maps were deemed insufficient evidence of sovereignty.

faffes faerfe Ael 7, foae satisdr =mamerr (1CJ) gaRT garges s 3R
wiE & o e ik et faare W haar anfAe §, ARET S E9ear & gHoT
& Y H 9ATCT AT T

e« The ICJ ruled that effective administrative control and sovereignty are crucial for
determining ownership of contested territories.
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IC) & g faoTy foram fo v werrwfores fag=ror 3 wwepam € faanfea avat &
TaTfAc 1 AR e & AT Fgeaqol &

o Therefore, China’s use of cartographic aggression, while provocative, lacks legal
validity under international law.

sgfav, T FT AT GG MHHSAT HT 3YAT, gTeliteh 3hA dlell §, HARTSET
Fe[A & dBd Plefell audr & W g

e Nevertheless, China’s efforts to establish a physical presence in disputed territories,
such as by building settlements, could complicate matters for India in the future.

T oft, T & faarfea &=t 7 wifvs suftufa Tag &&= & g, S & afeaar
TATAT, HTAST H AR & [T IHEET 3o Y ohd 2l

The South Asian Response

&fRoT TR SRt

e While China has sought economic engagement with all South Asian nations, its
territorial and water-related disputes with these countries continue to strain regional
relations.

Safer diet o Tl gfdyor ofAang ot & @1y anfde Faw Tanfid e T Fifer i g,
SHS HIY-ATY 31 oA & A1 & 3R orer waftra fang ey eet s detraqot
T 3@ g

e Unlike the Southeast Asian nations, which have employed collective responsive
measures through multilateral organisations such as the Mekong River
Commission (MRC) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),

South Asian countries, including India, have chosen to address their concerns with
China on a bilateral basis.

gfRToT-qd TRIATS &eif & A, Siglel aguaiiar Haresl I AT 7d AT (MRC)
3R gfaror-qd vRamg Aeif & wa (ASEAN) & ATedH @ aeifed wfafdarcas su
39TT &, faror ufArard e, e R o A €, A e @ 3o Rt @
cfagefir YR 9 g e I fdehed I g

e This approach has largely been shaped by the power asymmetry between China and
its smaller neighbours.

$H TRCHIUT & AET &7 F N 3R 386 B I3 & i afea g 1 3maR
feam g1

e India, as the dominant regional power in South Asia, should take the lead in fostering
a collective response to China’s actions.

#Rd, it &favor vl &y & afda & @ e fr Frasat o amis giafear
&t 3 3ol sffde et anfewl
¢ Aunified approach, including regional forums, multilateral institutions, or enhanced

diplomatic coordination would strengthen South Asia’s position in addressing
China’s increasing influence and territorial ambitions.
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Tk T efSeIvn, fSrae aeher #a, aguela §euTl, 1 Fedifas aHeay F afde
forar STe, gfaror vftar fr Rufa & A F ged wana 311 e FAgcarwiaait &1

HIHAT el H FASTT |

e A comprehensive strategy involving diplomatic engagement and regional
cooperation is crucial for India’s sovereignty and regional security in the face of
China’s growing assertiveness.

R T T 3R e gRaT & fou A Fr gt IFEERAT H A FedAfas
F31a 3R AT WEAT Y WA FA dTel Teh HHI AT Agea ot gl

IGS Paper llI: Disaster
[Management
agedy

India must learn from its mining
disasters and enforce regulations

ith four deaths so far, the coal mining
w tragedy in Assam’s Dima Hasao dis-

trict has revived a long-standing de-
bate on the hazardous nature of rat-hole coal
mining in India. As opposed to modern coal min-
ing, which is mechanised, the ‘rat-hole’ points to
the crude and antiquated technique of employ-
ing people, and even children, to burrow into the
ground to scoop out the underground coal. De-
pending on the depths that they plumb, the odds
are high that their pickaxes will often unleash a
torrent of water from a hidden aquifer that can
suddenly inundate the excavated tunnel — as it is
suspected to have happened at Dima Hasao. Be-
cause such accidents have recurred over the de-
cades, along with the attendant health and envi-
ronmental hazards, this mode of mining was
banned by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) in
2014. The use of proper geological surveys and
appropriate machinery would have made the
mine economically unviable. The Assam Chief
Minister has stated that the mine appeared to be
“prime facie... illegal” and one abandoned by the
State’s Mines and Minerals Department. If that is
the case, it reflects poorly on the State adminis-
tration that such mines can be exploited by un-
scrupulous elements with such ease, despite the
ban. Surely, this is only a fraction of the unregu-
lated mining that actually goes on.

The Supreme Court of India, in 2019, had
asked whether it was possible for such mining to
continue without the “connivance” of officials,
when it was examining the rescue of 15 miners
trapped in a rat-hole mine in the East Jaintia Hills
in December 2018. A report submitted by a mon-
itoring committee set up by the NGT observed
that despite the ban, the demand for coal to pow-
er cement manufacturing and thermal power
plants in the northeast had sustained and sup-
ported rat-hole coal mining. On the other hand,
when convenient, State authorities have sought
out and even felicitated rat-hole miners, some
from Assam, as in 2023, when they were called in
as a last resort after advanced machinery and the
expertise of professional geologists and earth
scientists had failed to rescue 41 construction
workers trapped in the large, over-ground Silki-
yara tunnel in Uttarkashi. The Dima Hasao oper-
ation too, like others, will end and the net success
or failure of saving those trapped will induce a fa-
miliar amnesia that will be broken only by the
next accident. Until decisive action to puncture
the economics of rat-hole mining is taken, India
is only burrowing the way to another tragedy.

Burrow tragedy

A AT

India must learn from its mining disasters and enforce
regulations

HRT FT 9l Gt IMaeiat ¥ @@ aelr @ifRw 3k e amy
T TIRT

Coal Mining Tragedy in Assam's Dima Hasao District

A F AT G O A FrIT @A THAY

e With four deaths so far, the coal mining tragedy in Assam’s Dima
Hasao district has revived a long-standing debate on the hazardous nature
of rat-hole coal mining in India.

319 TR AR AT TR &, 3raA & G gwst Bk 7 g8 Fryer @aa
TS T IR FH LT FITAT Gl & TaleTleh TIHT W ol 989l
i & Shifaa «x fear g1

e As opposed to modern coal mining, which is mechanised, the ‘rat-hole’
points to the crude and antiquated technique of employing people, and even
children, to burrow into the ground to scoop out the underground coal.

amyfas Frar @aa & fA9ld, S Fif3F giar g, Ye-gier ag e AR
Ui deheileh & fo@e e, 3R 87 a fF =i &, JHT J @ &

forT fgera foham Sirem § drfeh ${fAeTd higelr feprell ST &ah|

e Depending on the depths that they plumb, the odds are high that their
pickaxes will often unleash a torrent of water from a hidden aquifer that can
suddenly inundate the excavated tunnel — as it is suspected to have
happened at Dima Hasao.

5T 08 a& T Wied §, 3% IUR W Ig THGT 31 gidr &
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3ol I a¢a<w%¢§vmmﬁﬁmaﬁrmaﬁmm%jﬁm
QAT TS [T F 3 Fhell § — SraT o AT gwist 7 gl 1 g B

Because such accidents have recurred over the decades, along with the attendant
health and environmental hazards, this mode of mining was banned by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) in 2014.

qeh $H RE HT geel ekl A gl I 8, Ty & Wiy Ty 3R gl @t
& 1, 37 YR & Telel P TSI gRa ~ARARASHIOT (NGT) 7 2014 F gfasfaa &<
feam o)

The use of proper geological surveys and appropriate machinery would have made
the mine economically unviable.

3T adea waTor 3R 3UGercl AITAAY T 3UAT A § Tald H1 S &9 4
37egafedd Fa1 v gl

The Assam Chief Minister has stated that the mine appeared to be “prime facie...
illegal” and one abandoned by the State’s Mines and Minerals Department.

IA & AEIAA A FeT foh @t “greH Bl 3w gl g 3R T & wfaer
fsimr canr BiE 7% B

If that is the case, it reflects poorly on the State administration that such mines can be
exploited by unscrupulous elements with such ease, despite the ban.

gie OET g, ol Ig T T TR G 36 STeAchl ¢ ob $H GehR &l Tl &l A9oT
gs¢ dcal Gl Scell 3TEEN & fohar ST HeheTl &, STaoe 38 b gfdeer g
Surely, this is only a fraction of the unregulated mining that actually goes on.

f:5eE, I8 Fad IARIAT e &1 U 3720 § S aEdd & ToIdr BT gl

Supreme Court Inquiry into Mining Practices

gl FIE A @aa gyt f S

The Supreme Court of India, in 2019, had asked whether it was possible for such
mining to continue without the “connivance” of officials, when it was examining the
rescue of 15 miners trapped in a rat-hole mine in the East Jaintia Hills in December
2018.

AR F GNA FE A 2019 A YT o7 fh &1 Ig EHT ¢ 76 58 e & Gelel & foar
IR i “TgAR” & T, T gg 15 @Al FY T9= H ST HT IGT AT 3 2018
ferra 7 g Siform weifdat Yol werer 7 G ge A

A report submitted by a monitoring committee set up by the NGT observed that despite

the ban, the demand for coal to power cement manufacturing and thermal power
plants in the northeast had sustained and supported rat-hole coal mining.

NGT gaRT 91idd Teh formeh afafa & RaE & gg 9rar amn & yideer & das,
PRI 1 AW A W faATor 3R et e cdiew F fderel & & fov se-qd A te-
BT FIIAT GoAel hT &0 @ AR qASeT o
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e On the other hand, when convenient, State authorities have sought out and even
felicitated rat-hole miners, some from Assam, as in 2023, when they were called in asa
last resort after advanced machinery and the expertise of professional geologists and
earth scientists had failed to rescue 41 construction workers trapped in the large,
over-ground Silkiyara tunnel in Uttarkashi.

el 3R, S Glaursieieh gian g, a T wftaor 2 Ye-ga @fasi & @ier 3R T8t
de o 3IWA & T il H 2023 H FFATAT 6T, T 3¢ Tk AHfaA 3019 & &9
# GO TRT T, R Seeter A 3R AR oy R 3R g Aot &
TIAY=Adr & Srasg 41 fA#ATor HAfAwT F TS F e @ T S 93, FIW H FHT W
e RfeHarT o # swari 7 & gu A

e The Dima Hasao operation too, like others, will end and the net success or failure of

saving those trapped will induce a familiar amnesia that will be broken only by the next
accident.

ST g AT off, 37T T e, gATST & Swen 3R 3T v gv CICICIRCEIG
& Fheldl AT fAherdr 3FATRAAT 1 HROT T, ST Shael 3TN gHear garT gea|

e Until decisive action to puncture the economics of rat-hole mining is taken, India is
only burrowing the way to another tragedy.

ST TR Y-gel T & 31T h g3 il gACT el & fov Avis weH 761 3810
I, AR $ad Tah 3T FE@E 7 3R @ W 2
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Safety and piety

GS Paper lll: Disaster
Management piel

A sense of fairness must drive the
capping of visitors to religious sites

espite the hundreds of thousands who
D throng the Tirumala temple in Tirupati

every year for the Vaikunta Ekadasi cele-
brations, stampedes at the world-renowned hill
temple have been rare. However, the tragic inci-
dent on January 8 underscores the need to reth-
ink crowd management strategies at religious pil-
grimage sites. As an editorial in this daily on
December 27, 2024, noted, India has the highest
number of religious stampedes globally. Accord-
ing to National Crime Records Bureau data, bet-
ween 1996 and 2022, over 3,000 lives were lost in
stampedes at religious events nationwide. This
statistic starkly highlights the need for systemic
changes in the way large-scale gatherings are or-
ganised and managed. The Tirupati stampede,
which resulted in six devotees passing away and
injuries to over 40 others, was despite the exten-
sive arrangements by the Tirumala Tirupati De-
vasthanams (TTD) and the Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment. Elaborate crowd control mechanisms,
such as a well-dispersed token distribution strate-
gy and the deployment of over 3,000 police per-
sonnel and other staff and volunteers were in
place for the 10-day Vaikunta Dwara Darshan.
Nonetheless, what appears to be miscommunica-
tion at one of the centres in the city to handle a
surge in devotees at a token distribution centre,
seems to have triggered chaos and panic. The
probe that Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
announced would shed more light on where the
lapse occurred. The tragedy unfolded just weeks
after another stampede-like situation in Hydera-
bad. While the TTD has been making commenda-
ble efforts over the years to streamline opera-
tions — online booking systems and additional
security personnel during peak periods — the
scale and the spontaneity of human behaviour at
such events demand innovative solutions.

One such idea could involve prioritising pil-
grims who have never visited Tirupati over re-
peat visitors, thereby ensuring a more equitable
darshan. VIP darshans too need a rethink. A ro-
bust database and a roster system could help reg-
ulate devotee flow and ensure fairness. Addition-
ally, there is a need to consider the ecological
impact on the Tirumala Hills, which are a part of
the Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve. Growing an-
thropogenic pressures stemming from deforesta-
tion, urbanisation, and massive footfalls pose a
significant threat to its biodiversity. Balancing the
human need to connect with the divine with the
imperative to preserve nature requires innovative
and sustainable approaches. These could include
capping the number of pilgrims every day, pro-
moting virtual darshan experiences, and enforc-
ing stricter conservation policies. A collaborative
effort between religious and government author-
ities, environmental experts, and the public is es-
sential to create a framework that prioritises safe-
ty, accessibility, and ecological preservation.

& AR erarRoTar

A sense of fairness must drive the capping of visitors to
religious sites

UTfAF Tl 9 I T ARl A TEIT W AT T F
foaw fasqarar $r smae gl =i

Tirupati Stampede Tragedy and Need for Improved Crowd
Management

fasafa stampede FET 3T IR ofiz g A TFRIHAT

o Despite the hundreds of thousands who throng the Tirumala
temple in Tirupati every year for the Vaikunta Ekadasi celebrations,
stampedes at the world-renowned hill temple have been rare.

&X arel fagufar & fagaren #fex 7 35 vaeedt gaRiE & fov ot
AT AT g1 &, T o1 38 Tavauflcy ugrst AfeT A stampede geaT

geleT T &

o However, the tragic incident on January 8 underscores the need
to rethink crowd management strategies at religious pilgrimage sites.

mﬂﬁ,smﬁgémaﬁmﬁﬁmﬁwﬁwsﬁsma
TOrAAAY A T & T ST Y 3TIeTHdT & 39RPR RAT

. As an editorial in this daily on December 27, 2024, noted, India
has the highest number of religious stampedes globally.

g & & 27 fGWaT 2024 F YHIRId TUEhT H garar a1 &
AR A g o A ffiF stampedes # Fa@ HfF ATt

. According to National Crime Records Bureau data, between
1996 and 2022, over 3,000 lives were lost in stampedes at religious
events nationwide.

TS TRy RIS AU F 3Hwst & AR, 1996 § 2022 % &
3,000 ¥ 3O Sae anfdie 3T & 3T 3 #H stampedes § @T

T
o This statistic starkly highlights the need for systemic changes in
the way large-scale gatherings are organised and managed.

Ig 37T 93 YA W 3mafaa 3k gefad gl arelr gemst & alis
# HacTier Seamal 1 ISl &l TASC T T 3PN HT &l

o The Tirupati stampede, which resulted in six devotees passing
away and injuries to over 40 others, was despite the extensive
arrangements by the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) and the
Andhra Pradesh government.
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faafar stampede # & sraal 1 FcF 3R 40 37 AW F GRS gl & S,
fogaren favafa Sawam@s (TTD) 3R 3T Wo¥r WK G@RT fhv aIv faEqd Sdea 3|

e Elaborate crowd control mechanisms, such as a well-dispersed token distribution
strategy and the deployment of over 3,000 police personnel and other staff and
volunteers were in place for the 10-day Vaikunta Dwara Darshan.

e stz fe=or 3, 5 7o o 3t g @ faaRd erser Ravor e 3k
3,000 ¥ It gforw FAAT 3R 307 FHAARAT Tur Fad@aH H A=l 10 et &
4% @R g & fov #i oS o

e Nonetheless, what appears to be miscommunication at one of the centres in the city to

handle a surge in devotees at a token distribution centre, seems to have triggered
chaos and panic.

gleliieh, BT & Ueh shg IX Il HAR QAT U giem &, Sl alahet fAavor &g o et
$r Mz I F HTBAIIT A gImAT AR geige Yer F &

e The probe that Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu announced would shed more
light on where the lapse occurred.

HEIFHA! Tof. TEaTe, AAg GaRT A IS S F Ig TIC G e gl g5
e The tragedy unfolded just weeks after another stampede-like situation in Hyderabad.
Ig ATHEI geEIG A Th 317 stampede St Pufa & $o & geare o< g’é*l

e While the TTD has been making commendable efforts over the years to streamline
operations — online booking systems and additional security personnel during peak
periods — the scale and spontaneity of human behaviour at such events demand
innovative solutions.

Safh TTD vt ¥ Jifereser gfther Reear 3 sfaReaa guan w0 & aryr damee &
AT Fel o folT e 94 X T & — 0 3RSE! # Aldd eJdgR &
YAt AR FarIfashdT T @A U AR AT HI RIS &

e One such idea could involve prioritising pilgrims who have never visited Tirupati over
repeat visitors, thereby ensuring a more equitable darshan.

Ts U0gT 9O I & 9ohdT ¢ o6 3 it & wraf@sar & se s w3 fasafa
el AT 3N YT 3T AT STl 1 BISHY, $H TN FATT AR FARIQOT geer i
T 3T g |

e VIP darshans too need a rethink. A robust database and a roster system could help
regulate devotee flow and ensure fairness.

VIP gt I 8l GAfdaR &1 ITaRIHAT &1 Teh Hold Serad AR Wree) qorrely svercit
1 8fis A AART A 3R = GARYT # & #HAeg wT Tl &

e Additionally, there is a need to consider the ecological impact on the Tirumala Hills,
which are a part of the Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve.

sgdh faRed, fasarar ggifsal W aifRufadir gsma ) TR e &1 3agshdr g,
S QemaeH TR e &1 Rear g1

e Growing anthropogenic pressures stemming from deforestation, urbanisation, and
massive footfalls pose a significant threat to its biodiversity.
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gl #Y Fers, ANHI0T, 3R e STHHGI & HROT 9¢ [ AGATAT Ga1d TS
Safafavar & fow Fgcaqot @awr der = €

e Balancing the human need to connect with the divine with the imperative to preserve
nature requires innovative and sustainable approaches.

Yehid & EETOT T HTGeTehdl & WY GeT @ S5 AT AT IaRTehell H HJfold
A & ToIU Ay 3 gaad TfeeHor H 37aTSAr gl

e These could include capping the number of pilgrims every day, promoting virtual
darshan experiences, and enforcing stricter conservation policies.

Sofdl oA fot gt & s 1 AT e, amsmret aefe aregsral 1 Serar
&, 3R FEr waror Afaat F Ay FT AR & FHAr B

o Acollaborative effort between religious and government authorities,

environmental experts, and the public is essential to create a framework that prioritises
safety, accessibility, and ecological preservation.

e 3 T R, gafaver f[wal, 3k Soar & S v wEr wE
AT g, dlieh Ueh AT GraT IR ohar ST ek ST &, erora, 3R wataofr
HI&TOT I JrAfAFT &
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OYO’s new policy may be at the cost of rights

|GS Paper lI: Right to Privacy and Bodily Freedom |

ayal Kapadia’s
award-winning film All
We Imagine As Light
depicts the journey of a
young couple, Anu and Shiaz,
struggling to find a private space.
They may be fictional, but their
problem certainly is not. Across
the country, young people in
pre-marital relationships have long
found it difficult to come by
privacy. This issue is likely to be
exacerbated by policies such as the
one recently implemented by OYO.

Last week, OYO announced that
unmarried couples would be
disallowed from accessing its
partner hotels. The hotels have
been given the discretion to
implement this policy in
accordance with local sensibilities.
Going forward, all couples will be
required to present ‘valid proof of
relationship’ while checking in.
Explaining the reason for its move,
OYO stated that civil society groups
and citizens had requested it to
institute this rule.

Initially, the policy will apply
only to hotels in Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh, but reports suggest that
0YO may expand its application to
other cities. Beyond the
practicalities of providing “valid
proof of relationship,’ it is clear
that OYO is encouraging partner
hotels to discriminate against
customers based on their marital
status. The burning question,
however, is whether those
adversely affected by this policy
may find legal redress either in the
Constitution or otherwise.

In various decisions, the
Supreme Court has recognised
individuals’ right to enter
pre-marital relationships. In Shafin
Jahan vs Asokan K.M. (2020), the
court held that Article 21 of the
Constitution includes the right of
individuals to choose their
partners ‘whether within or
outside marriage’. Similarly, in
Navtej Singh Johar vs Union of India
(2018), the court recognised the
right of all individuals to physical,
emotional, mental, and sexual
companionship. Other decisions of
the apex court have affirmed that
the rights to privacy, dignity, and

Address

Spoorthi Cotha

Advocate based in
Bengaluru

Beyond the
practicalities of
providing ‘valid
proof of
relationship,” it
is clear that
0YO is
encouraging
partner hotels
to discriminate
against
customers based
on their marital
status

autonomy — emanating from
Article 21 — mean that people have
the freedom to engage in
consensual, intimate, or sexual
relationships and to cohabit with
their partners if they choose. At
their core, these decisions
acknowledge the freedom to
conduct oneself in a manner of
one’s choosing. For many
unmarried couples, accessing
hotel services is one way to
exercise these rights. Individuals in
pre-marital relationships apart,
persons of different genders who
are friends, colleagues, or cousins
may also travel together and
require OYO’s services.

Under the constitutional
scheme, fundamental rights
enshrined in Part 111 of the
Constitution are ordinarily
enforceable against the State and
its instrumentalities, not against
non-State actors. In other words,
citizens may seek constitutional
remedies from courts when the
State infringes upon their
fundamental rights but not when a
private party hinders their
exercise. This is because
constitutional rights are generally
thought to apply “vertically” (i.e.,
against the State) and not
“horizontally” (i.e., between
private individuals or entities).

However, the Constitution
contains three express provisions
which depart from the traditional
“vertical” model of rights: Article
15(2) stipulates that no citizen
shall, on grounds only of religion,
race, caste, sex, place of birth, or
any of them, be prevented from
accessing shops, public
restaurants, hotels and places of
public entertainment or using
wells, tanks, bathing ghats, roads,
and places of public resort funded
by the State or dedicated to public
use; Article 17 forbids the practice
of untouchability; and Article 23
prohibits human trafficking and
forced labour. In Kaushal Kishor vs
State of Uttar Pradesh (2023), the
Supreme Court travelled beyond
this schema of horizontal rights by
holding that the right under Article
21 could be enforced even against
private parties.

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
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While Article 15(2) would
prevent OYO from denying its
services to customers based on
caste, religion, or the other
grounds listed, it may not readily
constitute a bar against
discrimination on the ground of
marital status. Separately, the
effect of the decision in the
Kaushal Kishor case remains to be
seen — commentators have
criticised it for being unclear, and
in the absence of coherent and
consistent jurisprudence on this
subject, it is uncertain whether
unmarried individuals can enforce
their rights under Article 21 against
0OYO.

Apart from constitutional rights
and remedies, statutes may
provide a model for the exercise of
fundamental rights in transactions
between private parties. While
some enactments confer certain
rights on women irrespective of
marital status, the time may have
come for lawmakers to enact an
anti-discrimination law which
protects individuals (regardless of
their gender) against
discrimination based on marital
status, in the private sphere.

The full and free exercise of our
rights as citizens depends not only
on State (in) action but on private
actors — be it as a member of the
public, a family unit, a business
undertaking, or a corporation —
creating the conditions for their
exercise. This applies not only in
the context of individuals in
pre-marital relationships who may
seek commercial services but also
more broadly, say, to people who
may wish to rent homes, who
apply for employment in private
establishments, or who make
offers to purchase land - but are
denied access on the basis of their
marital status, caste, religion,
sexual orientation, gender identity,
or other attributes.

The tyranny of the majority is
often nowhere as evident as in the
private sphere. An act may not
meet with social approval but the
Constitution guarantees our right
to do it anyway. The law —
regardless of the form it takes —
must protect this right.
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OYO’s new policy may be at the cost of rights
OYO & AF ANfY HRMFRY i FAT W & TFA &

OYO's Policy on Unmarried Couples and Legal Implications

OYO #r faarfea sist & forw aifa ik FwE gema

Payal Kapadia’s award-winning film All We Imagine As Light depicts the journey of a
young couple, Anu and Shiaz, struggling to find a private space.

U HUISAT &1 WEHR fasiar fhen e &t sAfae ¥ amse us gar A, 3y ik
RTeT, & T A ST &, S e T g & fov uy X | g

They may be fictional, but their problem is certainly not. Across the country, young
people in pre-marital relationships have long found it difficult to come by privacy.

J Fledfels g1 Thd &, olfchel 3eTchl FHATAT ARG T & AT g1 ¢2r R H, F-aARear
Reat & gar ofter o7 Tor @ Mu=rar g JiRwe ard &

This issue is likely to be exacerbated by policies such as the one recently implemented
by OYO.

IE FATIT OYO EaRT BTl & & o] HI a5 Afadl & ago7 I HHGT &

Last week, OYO announced that unmarried couples would be disallowed from
accessing its partner hotels.

S dcdig, OYO & aryon $i ik rfdarfea 3 & sa% AR gical H 9ar &
el

The hotels have been given the discretion to implement this policy in accordance with
local sensibilities.

gIcell ! TATAT HAGATIN & ITER SH ANl T of19] el 1 [Aasieresr fear arm
gl

Going forward, all couples will be required to present ‘valid proof of relationship’ while
checking in.

3T TRy, T SAIST U5 A THI WA FT I FHIOT T el ITaTh
grem|

Explaining the reason for its move, OYO stated that civil society groups and citizens
had requested it to institute this rule.

379e HETE H FHRUT T §T, OYO A T o Rfdrer et waggh 3tk amarfant &
$H Ig fATH o] A &1 I TR 2|

Initially, the policy will apply only to hotels in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, but reports suggest
that OYO may expand its application to other cities.

URH H, g A hael AS, 3T WU & gieell I oE] g, AfeheT REEH & et &

f& OYO 3& 3 A H o o] T HeveTl &

Beyond the practicalities of providing ‘valid proof of relationship,’ it is clear that OYO is
encouraging partner hotels to discriminate against customers based on their marital
status.
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‘G HT T YA Y& Had a7 HfFehafadl § R}, I8 Tose § fF OYO 39
arsiier gical I AghT & darfgd RBATA F 3TUR W AeHET T & v dcaigd ax

& Bl
e The burning question, however, is whether those adversely affected by this policy may
find legal redress either in the Constitution or otherwise.

gelifeh, HIH T HaTel g § foh T 37 A & THIIAT oleT Fefell FHTTT ATl
AT 3 e ¥ 91 Foha

e Invarious decisions, the Supreme Court has recognised individuals’ right to enter pre-
marital relationships.

fafdesr haat #, gfte s A afeaat & -dAfea Reatd v &@& & IfwR @t

R R gl

e In Shaffan Jahan vs Asokan K.M. (2020), the court held that Article 21 of the
Constitution includes the right of individuals to choose their partners ‘whether within or
outside marriage’.

MG TG FATH AT F.TH. (2020) &, HIE o gl Tob WiAurer & srgeda 21
IfFadt A 3% WHER Tl & HWFR &1 § a8 @ & faw g a1 9}

e Similarly, in Navtej Singh Johar vs Union of India (2018), the court recognised the
right of all individuals to physical, emotional, mental, and sexual companionship.

ST g, A9aT g SeY 9H AR €9 (2018) 7, ¢ o @l safaraar & arfifie,
ATTATcHS, AR, 3R T T &1 3R TR fHa|

o Other decisions of the apex court have affirmed that the rights to privacy, dignity, and
autonomy — emanating from Article 21 — mean that people have the freedom to
engage in consensual, intimate, or sexual relationships and to cohabit with their
partners if they choose.

A HIE & 317 hadl @ Ig qise &1 ¢ 1 Avaiar, gFAm, 3R Faredr
PR — S e 21 @ Hehelar & — Rl Adod ¢ o oielt T ggafaqef,
3a<er, 1 AT FEU A A g 3R I I g A 3uar Tshert & Ty @A

$Lel & TaAIAT ¢l

e At their core, these decisions acknowledge the freedom to conduct oneself in a
manner of one’s choosing.

o1 hedll T 7T Ig ¢ fF 3 3 a8F ¥ g F AAER A A FqAAAT B FHR
N gl

e For many unmarried couples, accessing hotel services is one way to exercise these
rights.

&% 3ffaarigd st & folv, gicer {aT3il 1 3TN AT o1 ATURRT AT AE[ HA &
Teh e B

¢ Individuals in pre-marital relationships apart, persons of different genders who are
friends, colleagues, or cousins may also travel together and require OYO'’s services.

I-Afea fealt 7 afFaat & 3rararn, RffeT oot & afea S AT, geedt ar I
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HS-geT £, 3 off U AT AT X FFa & 3N OYO i Janstt #r 3raeTddr & g
gl

e Under the constitutional scheme, fundamental rights enshrined in Part Il of the
Constitution are ordinarily enforceable against the State and its instrumentalities, not
against non-State actors.

HaYTioeh Alofell & dgd, WAL & 407 11l & g FHerqa R adeaa: Tsa 3R
g% 3TV & TGellh o] U o7 G &, o o IR-ter sifdaanst & o

e In other words, citizens may seek constitutional remedies from courts when the State
infringes upon their fundamental rights but not when a private party hinders their
exercise.

qE el H, AN d HiduTfeeh YAl T AT T Hebol § oId Tod 30 HeAHA
HTAFRY FT Ioddd FIGT §, dihel ol Ueh AT T8T 3ok ITATIT H T8 Sholdl ¢ ar
oTer|

e However, the Constitution contains three express provisions which depart from the
traditional “vertical” model of rights:

groliteh, Aiaems & i Tose yraersT § o 9RuURek "afewer 31f0aR & AT & e
g

o Article 15(2) stipulates that no citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race,
caste, sex, place of birth, or any of them, be prevented from accessing shops,
public restaurants, hotels and places of public entertainment or using wells,
tanks, bathing ghats, roads, and places of public resort funded by the State or
dedicated to public use.

ITede 15(2) Ig stipulates AT ¢ T IS ARG haer e, sifay, faor, oo
T, A7 399 & Rl FROT ¥ g, e 3Ea, giedl 3R araatas
HeARSlel Tl &I IUANT Fel I FT, ATATE, A °IE, F5h, 3R Aol
I8 TUcl &1 3TN el § afRd A8 fhar Siven St Ted gan faaaiya
T Wil 39991 & fow gafia &bl

o Article 17 forbids the practice of untouchability;
HTEDE 17 IEYRIAT & A & Ffdafted e g,

o Article 23 prohibits human trafficking and forced labor.
HTeBE 23 AWT aF ) 3R T 4 A gfaafd = g

e In Kaushal Kishor vs State of Uttar Pradesh (2023), the Supreme Court travelled
beyond this schema of horizontal rights by holding that the right under Article 21 could
be enforced even against private parties.

Firer fRe a7 3T 9SG TSH (2023) H, FHH FIE o gieled JfRwRI & 5@
THAT & I SEd §T AT el o Hefedg 21 % ded AfOAR A1 fAsh gaft & f@ers
81 oIe] fRar ST HeveT &

e While Article 15(2) would prevent OYO from denying its services to customers based on

caste, religion, or other grounds listed, it may not readily constitute a bar against
discrimination on the ground of marital status.
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Siafeh e 15(2) OYO &I A, &3 AT 31T HRUN & YN 9 ATGhT I 3=
YAl DR Al @ Ushel ¢, ¢ daifes Ufd & 3R w dgena & o 1o
T gfaey SgT S FehdTl

o Separately, the effect of the decision in the Kaushal Kishor case remains to be seen.

79T @, Flerer PR T F hoe &1 9399 @1 T gl

e Commentators have criticised it for being unclear, and in the absence of coherent and
consistent jurisprudence on this subject, it is uncertain whether unmarried individuals
can enforce their rights under Article 21 against OYO.

RoqofieRt @ 58 3rease Sarm &, 3R 5@ favg W dord 3R gEITT SR @
ST & HRUT, g HARYT & & Far Jfdariea cafed e 21 & dgd e
JUFRT H OYO & @ e aX et &

e Apart from constitutional rights and remedies, statutes may provide a model for the
exercise of fundamental rights in transactions between private parties.

afauae feRt 3R 3T=Rt & 3rerdr, FrepT el galt & @i de-T 7 Jasa
FfHER & 39T & AT Th Algd YeT W Fhd &

¢ While some enactments confer certain rights on women irrespective of marital status,
the time may have come for lawmakers to enact an anti-discrimination law which
protects individuals (regardless of their gender) against discrimination based on
marital status, in the private sphere.

STafh Ho HieT Afgemsit 1 dafes Rufa & aase $o AWER Je= w1 8, TH7
3T Hehcll & S Slefel AT 1 Teh el Siqema (et seie =@ifgu S caferaa
N (3% ol & araele) dafew Rufa & 3muR oX dgema @ FIET e FT 8,
fash &= |

e The full and free exercise of our rights as citizens depends not only on State (in)action

but on private actors — be it as a member of the public, a family unit, a business
undertaking, or a corporation — creating the conditions for their exercise.

§AR ARTR USRI &1 quT 3R FadT 39T Fae Ao (FFAmaeT) F-F W 4T,
dfed Al gali W R aar § — 18 98 Aol TG, IRAR SHIS, SAITRH
3Yha, AT Teh T &Y — St 3 99T & fov aRfEfaar 3cqeet wHar g1

e This applies not only in the context of individuals in pre-marital relationships who may
seek commercial services but also more broadly, say, to people who may wish to rent
homes, who apply for employment in private establishments, or who make offers to
purchase land — but are denied access on the basis of their marital status, caste,
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or other attributes.

I Fad I-ARea Real 7 cafdadl & dgef 7 o) 787 gar S arfofoas Ja awd
g, dfcsh Tg 3R o =9eh &9 F oE] BT &, S, T S e fRae ox Qe =g &,
St oo Feumel 7 A9 & AT 3mde X 8, a1 o (i Tligs & 9e&dd X & —
Afthet foeg 3ot danfesr Reufa, anfay, oot Ater srfdrfae=mr, foer wearmer ar 3= aqot &
IR W) 99T § afaa fhar Srar gl
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o The tyranny of the majority is often nowhere as evident as in the private sphere.
qEAT HI AAIRITEN R AT TISC AT gt Fiaiein o frsit av A

¢ An act may not meet with social approval but the Constitution guarantees our right to
do it anyway.
Teh & HATSTh TR ITCd 6T T Hehcl g, olichel HIAUTT &8 S8 Sl &l
PR Y&l HT &

e The law — regardless of the form it takes — must protect this right.shlefel — qg a8

fordl ot &0 & g — 1 3@ FMRAPR HT FGR&T F AR
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Does ‘blood money’ have a legal standing?
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What does ‘blood money” mean? How does it figure in Islamic Sharia law? Do different Islamic nations have different rules with respect to determining the amount of money

GS Paper |: Societ
EXPLAINER

R. Sai Venkatesh

The story so far:
he death sentence awarded by
a Yemen court to nurse
Nimisha Priya from Kerala for
murdering her business
partner, and the subsequent debates and
efforts surrounding her acquittal and
repatriation, which involves monetary
compensation paid to the victim’s family,
have brought the focus back on ‘blood
money” and its implications.

What is ‘blood money’?

‘Blood money’, or ‘diya’, finds footing in
the Islamic Sharia law, and is followed in
countries that incorporate these laws in
their legislation. Under the rule of ‘diya’, a
select quantity of a valuable asset,
primarily monetary, has to be paid by the
perpetrator of the crime to the victim, or
the victim’s family if the latter has died.
The custom is practised predominantly in
cases involving unintentional murder and
culpable homicide. It is also invoked in
murder cases wherein the victim’s kin
chooses not to retaliate through ‘gisas’ (a
way of retribution under the Sharia). The
end-goal, as the law says, is not to put a
price tag on human life, but to alleviate
the plight and suffering of the affected
family and their potential loss of income.
However, it is to be noted that even if the
concerned parties reconcile through
‘blood money’, the community and the
state will retain the right to impose a
deterrent punishment, including
penalties.

In its contemporary applications,
“blood money” is upheld in several Islamic
countries with factors such as gender,
religion and nationality of the victim
coming into play. Islamic
scholar-researcher Mohammad Hashim
Kamali outlines several cases in his book
Crime and Punishment in Islamic Law: A
Fresh Interpretation. In Saudi Arabia, for
instance, the traffic regulations
specifically mandate payment of ‘blood
money’ to heirs of the victims who die in
road accidents. In addition, the
perpetrator shall be liable to a prison
term. The statutory legislation and the
Sharia work hand in hand in such cases.
While the police determine the guilty
parties, a Sharia court fixes the amount of
‘blood money' to be paid. As for accidents
in workplaces, the rates are fixed by a
special committee. In 2022, talks had
surfaced that Saudi Arabia was on the
course to amend its ‘blood money’ laws,
proposing equal monetary payments for
men, women, Muslims and non-Muslims
alike. However, efforts towards this are
yet to come to fruition.

In Iran too, a country where the
practice is rigorously upheld, ‘blood
money’ varies with respect to religion and
gender. A woman’s compensation is fixed
at half of that of a man’s. In 2019, the
country’s Supreme Court upheld a law
that sought equalisation of ‘blood
money’. However, the country is yet to
see its full fledged implementation.
India’s neighbour Pakistan, too, provides
a place for ‘diya’ and ‘gisas’. Through the
Criminal Laws (Amendment) Ordinance,
1991, these provisions were brought into
mainstream law. In Yemen, the country in
question, the consensus for
compensation can be arrived at by the
parties, and there might be a judicial
oversight over the fairness of the
compensation.

What’s India’s stand on ‘diya’?
Provisions for the grant or receiving of
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to be paid to the victim’s family by the accused? What does ‘plea bargaining’ in India mean?

TN,
Sy

Grave accidents: Prema Kumari, mother of Nimisha Priya who is on death row in Yemen for the alleged murder of a Yemeni national. THULASI KAKKAT

‘blood money’ do not find a place in
India’s formal legal system. However, the
system does provide a way for the
accused to negotiate with the prosecution
through ‘plea bargaining’.

Though the concept cannot be directly
equated with ‘blood money’, the scheme
lays out a procedure whereby the
defendant agrees to plead guilty for a
particular offence perpetrated by the
accused in return for a concession from
the prosecutor. The concessions can be
offered on a charge or a sentence. In the
former, the defendant may plead guilty
for one of the several charges or a less
severe charge in return for dismissal of
other charges, and in the latter, for a
reduced sentence than what is prescribed
for the concerned offence.

Introduced into legal parlance through
the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act,
2005, which added Chapter XXI A to the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, plea
bargaining comes with an array of
limitations unlike ‘blood money’, which
has a broader purview. For instance, plea
bargaining can be taken up only for
offences that are penalised with
imprisonment of less than seven years. It
cannot be invoked if the accused has been
previously convicted for a similar offence.
Besides, the provision is not available for
crimes against women or children aged
below 14; heinous crimes such as murder
or rape; and offences involving
socio-economic conditions, including civil
rights. Moreover, the accused has to
voluntarily come forward to plead guilty,
and must not be coerced.

However, on the lines of “blood
money’, plea bargaining mav also allow

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

for the victim to receive compensation
under clause Section 265E. Besides, much
like the efforts in Islamic nations towards
making ‘blood money’ more inclusive and
egalitarian, discussions have been under
way to make plea bargaining more
refined.

Though its use has been minimal in
India, experts have pointed out that
owing to judicial delays and prolonged
trials, accused persons, even if innocent,
may be pushed to a situation to plead
guilty under the plea bargaining clause.

‘What are some historical practices
which are similar to ‘blood money’?
Striking similarities to ‘diya’ can be found
in the historical records of several other
cultures across the globe.

In the ancient legal system of Ireland,
the Brehon law (seventh century AD)
provided for the system of *Eraic’ (body
price) and ‘Log nEnech’ (honour price).
The law shunned the notion of capital
punishment for crimes, and allowed
resolution of matters through amicable
payment. In Eraic, the amount was
determined by the severity of the offence,
while in Log nEnech, the price varied
depending upon the victim’s social status.

‘Galanas’ was an early Welsh law
wherein the compensation was
determined according to the status of the
victim. Under the ruling, ‘blood fine’ was
always to be paid, especially in cases of
murder, barring where the killing was
justified or excused owing to
circumstances, points out author Thomas
Peter Ellis in the book Welsh Tribal Law
and Customs in the Middle Ages.

“Wergeld'. a concent that is said to have
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been formalised in early medieval
Germany, greatly resembles ‘blood
money’.

American legal professional Roscoe
Pound’s book, The Ideal Element in Law
points out that, in fact, several medieval
States had set their standards for an
appropriate payment to the kin of victims
in the event of homicide or grave crimes.

Have there been other Indians who
were pardoned with ‘blood money’?
While Nimisha Priya’s case is in the
spotlight now, there have been several
other instances involving Indian nationals
where ‘blood money’ had been invoked.

As recently as in 2019, the death
sentence of Arjunan Athimuthu, hailing
from Thanjavur, in Kuwait was commuted
to life imprisonment after his family
provided %30 lakh in ‘blood money’.
Abdul Rahim, who was sentenced to
death for the murder of a Saudi boy in
2006, was pardoned by the court after a
‘blood money”’ of ¥34 crore was paid.
However, he is yet to be released from
prison. Ten Indians in the UAE were
“forgiven” by the victim’s family in 2017
after a ‘blood money’ of 200,000
dirhams was paid. In another case, 17
Indians who were on death row in the
UAE for the murder of a Pakistani
national in 2009, were pardoned after a
‘blood money’ of nearly ¥4 crore in value
equalling dirhams was paid. The Indian
consulate had even hired a law firm in the
UAE to argue the case.

As for Nimisha, with Iran assuring
India of taking up the case, it remains to
be seen whether her death sentence
would be commuted.

THE GIST

v

‘Blood money’, or ‘diya’, finds
footing in the Islamic Sharia
law. Under the rule of ‘diya’, a
select quantity of a valuable
asset, primarily monetary, has
to be paid by the perpetrator of
the crime to the victim, or the
victim’s family if the latter has
died.

v

Provisions for the grant or
receiving of ‘blood money’ do
not find a place in India’s
formal legal system. However,
the system does provide a way
for the accused to negotiate
with the prosecution through
‘plea bargaining’.

v

As recently as in 2019, the
death sentence of Arjunan
Athimuthu, hailing from
Thanjavur, in Kuwait was
commuted to life
imprisonment after his family
provided %30 lakh in ‘blood
money’. Abdul Rahim, who was
sentenced to death in 2006,
was pardoned by the court
after a ‘blood money’ of 334
crore was paid.
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What is ‘blood money’?

‘Blood money’ or ‘diya’ finds footing in Islamic Sharia law, and is followed in countries
that incorporate these laws in their legislation.

‘s #AY A7 ‘AT sTenfaw aRar e A 9 S g, 3R 39 i 7 gHepr aroe
foham STaT & ST 81 @efl 1 39e faunl graumr # i
Under the rule of ‘diya’, a select quantity of a valuable asset, primarily monetary, has to

be paid by the perpetrator of the crime to the victim, or the victim’s family if the latter has
died.

far & aH & dEd, T Hogde U H Uh HUIRA AEL §ET §9 8 e,
IO garT N <afda a1 Ife a8 AT gar § A Na & aRar 1 ol gidr

The custom is practiced predominantly in cases involving unintentional murder and
culpable homicide.

Ig RN ATT T Q AR g1 AR ST g1 o Al F yafid g
It is also invoked in murder cases wherein the victim’s kin chooses not to retaliate
through ‘gisas’ (a way of retribution under Sharia).

S &A1 & A H o o] fhar e &, Ster NS & aRere ‘fream (aRam & dgd
fcieler 7 Ueh liehn) & ATEIH § GiANY o O @ fdehed oo

The end-goal, as the law says, is not to put a price tag on human life, but to alleviate the
plight and suffering of the affected family and their potential loss of income.

SHET o hTsfel T &, SHeRT ITAH 368 AT Siidel W Hed TYHE o181 &, Sfoh
ganfad IRAR A HiSARAT 3T Foel A HA T § AR 396 Fofaa 3T &

TR H gl L G

However, it is to be noted that even if the concerned parties reconcile through ‘blood
money’, the community and the state will retain the right to impose a deterrent
punishment, including penalties.

gTelifeh, Ig €Tl TWAT ST § [ o1 & Gaftq uat ‘sars #lY & AETA & Ad-
AT X &, e 3R Uo7 & O AaRE ¥ Afed ¢85 Am] Fle 1 ARER
T |

Contemporary Applications of Blood Money in Islamic Countries

ST A® & A s Al HT AT YA

In its contemporary applications, ‘blood money’ is upheld in several Islamic countries
with factors such as gender, religion, and nationality of the victim coming into play.

S8%h GHDICI IR H, 3 gEAfAs ot A ‘sa8 /lr T AFr wred &, S
forer, e, 3R ffta A Tdaar S8 FRE Ageaqor A AT B
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In Saudi Arabia, the traffic regulations specifically mandate payment of ‘blood money’
to heirs of victims who die in road accidents.

FFAT 3G H, I fgd 49y &9 & 55 Jell 7 $erae 37 NSt &
ARG T H{AaR X 8, S §3F goeasft # AR S 8

In Saudi Arabia, the perpetrator is also liable to a prison term.

AT 3R #, IR T Srer Y Fa o TN TS B

The statutory legislation and Sharia work hand in hand in such cases.

Uh A H dTieeh Hieler 3N ARAT U Ay wH A E

While the police determine the guilty parties, a Sharia court fixes the amount of ‘blood
money’ to be paid.

STafeh giere arr gead 1 fAeiRor sech &, v AR reTerd I v S arel ‘sers
HeA i AR T A L

In Iran, ‘blood money’ varies with respect to religion and gender. A woman’s
compensation is fixed at half of that of a man'’s.

§00T H, ‘s HeAP 3 3R fr & 3TaAR et g1 &1 U AT 7 HITAST T GBI
& FITS N YT 7T AT ST g

In Pakistan, provisions for ‘diya’ and ‘gisas’ were brought into mainstream law through
the Criminal Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 1991.

qifhEare H, ‘R 3R ‘frarr & gl o fhfAee afer (WaesT) 3redreer, 1991 &
ATEIH § HEIURT & Sielel H ST AT

In Yemen, the consensus for compensation can be arrived at by the parties, and there
might be a judicial oversight over the fairness of the compensation.

TAT H, 73S & TAU FAESHAT 9&il G@RT A1 S Fehd §, AR H3masr H fersaetar
R #Aw IR 87 godr B

India’s Stand on ‘Diya’
R &7 ‘fear «w v@

Provisions for the grant or receiving of ‘blood money’ do not find a place in India’s
formal legal system.

‘S HAY & G AN & HAFRSF Flefell sqaedqT & TAH 761 1d &
However, India’s system does provide a way for the accused to negotiate with the
prosecution through ‘plea bargaining’.

gTelifeh, TR T caTAT ‘Tl ARffAr & ATH & IRIAT & fRASTT UeT & Ty
TleaTe et T TP Teld Far 2l

Though the concept cannot be directly equated with ‘blood money’, the scheme lays

out a procedure whereby the defendant agrees to plead guilty for a particular offence in
return for a concession from the prosecutor.

gTelifoh, 39 HTUROM &l WY ‘S8 AAY A gl AIST S Hehll, AoTell Teh AT T&Tel
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FAT & TP dgd I e [ 3oy 7 it TR Fa & e 3RS F

BT e AT &
Plea bargaining can allow the defendant to plead guilty for a lesser charge or receive a
reduced sentence.

el arEffaer 3R & T g 3IRIT F ot TEFER R AT FF Toll Ied Fled I

ot & e ¥

Introduced through the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2005, plea bargaining is
governed by Chapter XXI A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

frfAeTer & () T, 2005 & ATCIA & T FI 373, Tolt areffaier &5 wishar &g,

1973 & 318 chapter XXI A garT afdd gidr g

Plea bargaining can be invoked only for offences punishable with imprisonment of less
than seven years.

Celt aTEffer sharel 3o 3Ol & fIw A T ST Tl § S AT HIT § FA BT ol
* YT g5 g

The provision is not available for crimes against women or children under 14 years of
age, heinous crimes such as murder or rape, and socio-economic crimes.

Ig JIaeel Afgenat A1 s=aAl F RS ORIy, AN HYAUT S § T AT FAHR, 3R
rATfa-anfdE srRret & fav sy w47 g

However, similar to blood money, plea bargaining may allow for the victim to receive
compensation under Section 265E.

glelifeh, 5T5 Hell oh FAHTE, Tolt areffear ST T amT 265E & gl H3TEST o Hiet
 3egAfT & FHRr B

Discussions have been underway to refine the plea bargaining process, similar to
efforts in Islamic nations towards making ‘blood money’ more inclusive and egalitarian.

el arffeer 9fshar & aRShd e & fov T=v ool W@ 8, S SEelliiAs Sof 7 sas
F7AY 7 3R 310 gAY 3R gHAEE 9 S HIAA B T gl

Historical practices similar to ‘blood money’

A F W { Aerc-sad MW gurd

In the ancient legal system of Ireland, the Brehon law (seventh century AD) provided for
the system of ‘Eraic’ (body price) and ‘Log nEnech’ (honour price).

AN 3RS & FHleeAl JOTel H, Ag¥T FIefeT (ATl AT SE) o ‘Eraic’ (R $
#Ad) 3R ‘Log nEnech’ (FFATA A FAT) A sgaear & oA

‘Eraic’ determined the amount based on the severity of the offence, while ‘Log nEnech’
varied depending upon the victim’s social status.

‘Eraic’ 3TIRTY &1 33fRar & 3muR X R FeRa swar an, Sef% ‘Log nEnech’
qifsa Fr g Ufa & 3R ) @ee gar 2
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In early Welsh law, ‘Galanas’ compensated according to the status of the victim, and
‘blood fine’ was always paid in cases of murder.

URTHF IR Flefel H, ‘Galanas’ N3 i U & AR F3MIST & o1, 3R gear
& HIFCT H FHAT GeT FT JATAT TehAT ST AT

The German concept of ‘Wergeld’ formalized the idea of ‘blood money’, particularly in
the context of early medieval law.

STH TUROT ‘Wergeld’ & ‘T & 3 & [aR &t sfvaiie &9 f&ar, @eet akfs
HAETHTCAA Flefel & HGo |
According to American legal professional Roscoe Pound, medieval States set

standards for appropriate payments to the kin of victims in cases of homicide or grave
crimes.

AR FTfeAT UA Roscoe Pound & 3TAR, HEehTellel Jodl o §AT3iT AT 13X
ot & AFC H DA & ReAGRT & 3Uerd Tl & fov Aefer a7 o &

Have there been other Indians who were pardoned with ‘blood
money’?

T W 3T ARAT W@ § O g & 3q F Ay & g0

In 2019, Arjunan Athimuthu from Thanjavur was granted life imprisonment instead of
the death penalty after his family paid 30 lakh in ‘blood money’ in Kuwait.

2019 #, 3i9eeT HTAAY (FAR) FT FAT H B0 AW "GT & ¥ TF & a6 Jges
T ST SiideT HRIE™ fer 1|

Abdul Rahim, sentenced to death for murdering a Saudi boy in 2006, was pardoned
after ¥34 crore of ‘blood money’ was paid, but he is still in prison.

3regel TEA, ST 2006 H Teh FICT ofssh &I §edl & AT HcJas &I U T, I T34
AT & T & U A & dlg AT HT A1 a2, Afchet ag 3 o S | g

In 2017, 10 Indians in the UAE were pardoned after 200,000 dirhams were paid as
‘blood money’.

2017 #, UAE # 10 HRRAT T 200,000 feTed G & 4" & &9 # gl & dIg Ah
Y fear |

In another case, 17 Indians were pardoned after ¥4 crore worth of ‘blood money’ was
paid in the UAE for a 2009 murder.

Teh 3 HAHS H, 17 ARAAT HI 4 FN3 H Gl & I T & a1 UAE # 2009 T
g1 & faw A & fgar s
The Indian consulate hired a law firm in the UAE to argue the case of the 17 Indians.

HRAT garard o 17 AR & A i WA Fa & T UAE H T &l A
fagera foar am

As for Nimisha Priya, with Iran assuring India of taking up the case, it remains to be
seen whether her death sentence will be commuted.
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o YT RT3 A\ &, S8 & o AT T ATHS I 38 T 3RAET fear &, Tg
et SThT & foh 3T Hcges @l deell ST AT |

Pannun case: panel seeks
action against key person

Inquiry committee was set up on the basis of information given by U.S. Justice Department, which

had charged former RAW agent Vikash Yadav with conspiring to kill pro-Khalistan activist in 2023

GS Paper lll: Internal
Security
NEW DELHI

high-powered in-
A quiry committee —
formed over a year

ago based on information
provided by the United
States to probe the role of
organised criminal groups,
terrorist  organisations,
and drug peddlers — sub-
mitted its report to the Un-
ion government recom-
mending expeditious legal
action against an “indivi-
dual”, the Union Home Mi-
nistry said in a statement
on Wednesday.

The Ministry did not
identify the individual, but
said the person’s “earlier
criminal links and antece-
dents” came to notice dur-
ing the panel’s inquiry.

Though the statement
did not specify the details
of the case, the United
States Department of Jus-
tice in October 2024
charged Vikash Yadav, an
Indian citizen and former
Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) official, with
directing a failed plot to
murder the pro-Khalistan
activist and Sikhs for Jus-
tice (SFJ) chief, Gurpat-
want Singh Pannun, in

Mystery person

The committee constituted to probe organised gangs “who

undermined the security interests of both India and the U.S.” has
recommended legal action against an unnamed individual

—

= MHA says “earlier
criminal links and
antecedents” of the
individual came to
notice during the
enquiry

= Yadav was
arrested by the
Delhi Police in an
unrelated case
and is currently
on bail

= In October 2024, the
U.S. charged Indian
national Vikash Yadav
with directing a

failed plot to murder
pro-Khalistan activist
Pannun (in photo)

= Indian citizen
Nikhil Gupta was
also extradited to
the U.S from Czech
Republicin June
2024 in connection
with the case

New York in 2023. Mr. Pan-
nun is a U.S. citizen desig-
nated a terrorist.

The identity of Mr. Ya-
dav, who was only identi-
fied as ‘CC-1’ in U.S. court
records, was disclosed in
October 2024 when the
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) put him on its
“most wanted” list. Mr. Ya-
dav was arrested by the
Delhi Police Special Cell in
December 2023 in an unre-
lated kidnapping and ex-
tortion case. He was grant-
ed interim bail by a Delhi
court in March 2024, and
regular bail a month later.

The court order identi-

fied him as an “ex-govern-
ment employee”, indicat-
ing that he was no longer
employed with the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF). Mr. Yadav was on
deputation to RAW when
he was named by the U.S
authorities in the foiled as-
sassination plot.

R.K. Handoo, Mr. Ya-
dav’s counsel, told The Hin-
du on Wednesday that his
client continues to be on
bail, and that the next
hearing in the extortion
case is expected in Febru-
ary.

The MHA said the inqui-
ry panel was constituted in

November 2023 to probe
the role of organised gangs
“who undermined the se-
curity interests of both In-
dia and the U.S”

“The enquiry commit-
tee conducted its own in-
vestigations, and also pur-
sued leads provided by the
U.S side. It received full
cooperation from U.S.
authorities and the two
sides also exchanged visits.
The committee further ex-
amined a number of offi-
cials from different agen-
cies and also scrutinised
relevant documents in this
connection,” it said.

“After a long enquiry,
the committee has submit-
ted its report to the Go-
vernment and recom-
mended legal action
against an individual,
whose earlier criminal
links and antecedents also
came to notice during the
enquiry,” MHA said adding
that the committee has re-
commended that the legal
action must be completed
expeditiously.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) had said in
November 2023 that the
government would look in-
to all relevant aspects of
the matter.
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Pannun case: panel seeks action against key person
Yol ATHS A: Y9 & HET AfFa & @ed Fias f
fawTier

e A high-powered inquiry committee was formed over a year ago based on information
provided by the United States to investigate organised criminal groups, terrorist
organisations, and drug peddlers.

Th IT-EANT S FATY v @rer ggel HYF T IARKT egRT &Y I3 SARRT F
YR W IS AR FHgH, HTcisharel Hiroeil R Al Yerdt & dEel i
ST A F o g8 75 oY)

¢ The committee submitted its report to the Union government recommending legal
action against an "individual," though the identity was not disclosed.

afafd & 3ol RO FQT FTER A e da A, [Fwd v safad” & [@ord HegEh
TS 1 TABIRET &I TS, gTelitch IHeh! GgaTel I GATHT 61 fohar I1T|

) i

e The individual's “earlier criminal links and antecedents” came to light during the inquiry.

A o "qd RIS FEY 3R qdadii ST & SRIeT qHe 3T

e Vikash Yadav, a former RAW official, was charged by the United States Department
of Justice in October 2024 for directing a failed plot to murder Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a pro-Khalistan activist, in New York in 2023.

fasmer a1gE, T @ RAW TR, 1 WgFd s AR =y R{emer 2 3rrgar
2024 # IR9ded AT Il Toh AN HANE FHrdehl, T godT dI FATRH FIfSTr H
znamamﬁa:ﬁvamﬁaﬁmmsﬁzozsﬁr—nﬁﬁrséem

e Pannunis a U.S. citizen and has been designated as a terrorlst by the U.S.
Ueolol Teh AN ARRS § IR 378 GFFd ToT 3ARHT earr Mcdrarer & &7 &
ATAT fohar =T gl

e The identity of Yadav was disclosed in October 2024, when the FBI put him on its “most
wanted” list.

AqTed & Ygdle HFEaT 2024 H Hdaifoleh Fr a8 oY, 59 THAIAE A 3o¢ 39l "HaH
aifSd g # srel|

e Vikash Yadav was arrested by Delhi Police Special Cell in December 2023 in an
unrelated kidnapping and extortion case.

ool gfew Ry amar & Rwaw 2023 7 3% U RS 3eor 3R AR A
A FRTaR fhar o

e He was granted interim bail by a Delhi court in March 2024, and regular bail in April
2024.

3o¢ AT 2024 # el FE arT aReA FAEa &7 978, 3R e 2024 F FIfAa
STHTA el
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e The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) stated that the inquiry panel was constituted in
November 2023 to probe the role of gangs undermining the security interests of both
India and the U.S.

€ FHAWT (MHA) & gl 7o Sirar WIATT &1 a0 Aaax 2023 # foham arm o, drfes
AR AR TG T AR AT 1 GRar el 1 FHASIR Hel drer g i spfdenr
&I ST FT ST FH

e The committee cooperated with U.S. authorities, and the two sides exchanged visits
during the inquiry.

GfAfT o §gFa e AN JRART & a1y wgar fhan, 3R S & eRe aet
qeil & aR & JeeT-ger faa|

e After a long inquiry, the committee recommended that the legal action against the
individual be completed expeditiously.

a ST & a1, RfY F Rl @ & cafed & e FeEh FRaTS H el

fRar ST

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) had said in November 2023 that the
government would examine all relevant aspects of the matter.

fager #ATT (MEA) & Fa€T 2023 & Fgl a7 F IWHR 39 AFHS & g3 gefaa
TEel3T T S |
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Three Indian nuclear
entities no more on
US. restrictions list

|PCS |
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The United States on Wed-
nesday removed restric-
tions on three Indian nu-
clear entities, over a week
after National Security Ad-
viser Jake Sullivan an-
nounced that Washington
was finalising steps to “re-
move” hurdles for civil nu-
clear partnership between
Indian and American
firms.

The three entities are
Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC), Indira
Gandhi Atomic Research
Centre (IGCAR) and the In-
dian Rare Earths (IRE), ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau
of Industry and Security
(BIS).

In an address at the IIT-
Delhi last week, Mr. Sulli-
van said the U.S. will re-

move regulations that have
prevented  cooperation
between Indian nuclear
entities and American
companies.

Outgoing Biden team
The removal of the three
key Indian entities is being
seen as an attempt by the
outgoing Biden administra-
tion to facilitate the imple-
mentation of the landmark
India-U.S. civil nuclear pact
that was sealed 16 years
back.

The move comes five
days ahead of Donald
Trump's inauguration as
the 47th President of the
U.S. India and the U.S.
signed a historic civil nu-
clear agreement in 2008. It
was expected to pave the
way for allowing the US to
share civilian nuclear tech-
nology with India.
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Three Indian nuclear entities no more
on U.S. restrictions list

H gfaeet Fr g F qE Far @

The United States removed restrictions on
three Indian nuclear entities.

TIFd T IARF o e e gy
TET3T W & gfa«er ger vl

e This decision came after National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan announced that Washington was finalizing steps to
remove hurdles for civil nuclear partnership between Indian
and American firms.

I favkr Awaa TR vsager I+ gloga & awon
& a1g 3T, A 3 T F atRiered AR 3R
AR Fufadl & fia AR oAy wgledt # shraet
F g & HEH AT T F IR T T@T 41|

e The three entities removed from the list are Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC), Indira Gandhi Atomic Research
Centre (IGCAR), and Indian Rare Earths (IRE).

gt & gerd a§ e FEurd §: smenm veifAw Red deX (BARC), 3fequr et veifs
Rud deX (IGCAR), 3R 9IRAT RIX 3r2d (IRE)|

e U.S. Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) confirmed the removal.
IARFT F 3eANT IR G A (BIS) & 9 g hr Yie |

o Jake Sullivan, in an address at IIT Delhi, stated that the U.S. will remove regulations that
have prevented cooperation between Indian nuclear entities and American companies.

SIS el & va wawer 7, SF gloae a wer F 3ARET 307 st : ger
g faegla Ry ATy wEynst 3R IARST Fufaat & & geder & e sl
ot

e The removal of the three entities is seen as an attempt by the outgoing Biden
administration to facilitate the implementation of the landmark India-U.S. civil nuclear
pact, signed 16 years ago.

e FEUTHT Y FTIT AR Y AITA TATHA GART HRA-7ARHT AR waAop
A F A FA F G AT HT I AT ST @ ¢, 16 WA Ggel gt
g3 ATl
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e This decision comes five days ahead of Donald Trump's inauguration as the 47th
President of the U.S.

g iy Sieres € & IARET & 473 Useufad & T A a9y TEUT & U T vge

amar gl
e India and the U.S. signed a historic civil nuclear agreement in 2008, which was expected
to pave the way for sharing civilian nuclear technology between the two countries.

#ra i AR & 2008 F vH WaeRRw amE awo] FwEla @ gEaARR
g, Iwd o=t gt & v amre wamr diefehr arem Fa F1 AN waed @ f
3FdAg A

Agasthyar’s legacy to be the focus of Kashi Tamil Sangamam
3.0
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Agasthyar’s legacy to
be the focus of Kashi
Tamil Sangamam 3.0

[GS Paper I: A&C

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
Announcing that the

theme of the third edition
of Kashi Tamil Sangamam
will be the legacy and phi-
losophy of Maharishi Agas-
thyar, Union Education Mi-
nister Dharmendra
Pradhan said here on Wed-
nesday that the intellectual
brilliance of Agasthyar was
the bedrock of the Tamil
language and literature as
well as the shared values,
knowledge traditions and
heritage of the country.

The event, to be held at
the Namo Ghat in Varanasi,
will begin on February 15
and will conclude on Fe-
bruary 24.

The Minister also inaug-
urated the registration pro-
cess for the Sangamam,
and said the Centre expect-
ed 1,200 delegates from
Tamil Nadu this time. The
Sangamam will be held
against the backdrop of the
Kumbh Mela, Mr. Pradhan
said.

The Union Education
Ministry is the key organis-
er of the event. A docu-
ment on Agasthyar tem-
ples in Tamil Nadu and
another one on Siddha
medicine will be released
during the event, Mr. Prad-
han said.

The last date of registra-
tion for the event is Febru-

The event, to be held
at the Namo Ghat in
Varanasi, will be held
from Feb. 15 to 24

ary 1. The participants will
be selected after a Tamil
quiz on February 2. The
portal, kashitamil.iitm.a-
c.in, is hosted by the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy, Madras.

Responding to ques-
tions, Mr. Pradhan said the
Centre had not used the
Sangamam for any political
purposes and the intention
was cultural integration
and upholding of the in-
separable and timeless
bonds between Tamil Na-
du and Kashi.

The participants will be
from five categories — stu-
dents, teachers, and wri-
ters; farmers and artisans;
professionals and small en-
trepreneurs; women from
various sectors; and those
involved in start-ups, inno-
vation, edu-tech and re-
search. “This year, an addi-
tional group of around 200
students of Tamil origin
studying in various Central
universities will be a part
of this event to enliven the
bond between Kashi and
Tamil Nadu. Participation
of youth in all categories
will be encouraged this
year,” Mr. Pradhan said.

TIELT & AIIET 9 Fwrelt affer
HIHAF 3.0 FT €T FHigd &R

e The theme of the third edition of Kashi Tamil
Sangamam will focus on the legacy and philosophy
of Maharishi Agasthyar.

Freft afder goraA & W gEHeor &1 vy Ay
HPELY & IR AR el X 3R ghem|

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
said that Agasthyar's intellectual brilliance was the
bedrock of Tamil language and literature, as well as
shared values, knowledge traditions, and heritage of
the country.

FT R #70 gfeg guer A FEr F 3WRET H
dicfOe sTAar affer s 3R @fRew & wry-ary g
& IS HeAT, AT W3l 3 g 1 & gl

¢ The event will be held at Namo Ghat in Varanasi,

starting on February 15 and concluding on February
24.

g HIIHA TRIOHT F FAT ¥ W 15 HIEH A P&
Bl 24 BIGN T FATCT g

e The registration process for the Sangamam was
inaugurated by the Minister, and 1,200 delegates
from Tamil Nadu are expected to attend this time.

HIHAA & AT dolienor gfhdr #H SarT YE A IS,
3R 38 aR affearg @ 1,200 yfafafaat & smer 6
3FHIG B

e The event will take place against the backdrop of
the Kumbh Mela.

TG FIAHA T AT & TS F IS Qe

e The Union Education Ministry is the key
organizer of the event.

FA AR HATTT 37 FIHA H AET IS B
e A document on Agasthyar temples in Tamil Nadu

and another on Siddha medicine will be released
during the event.

FRFA & SN affeg 7 mreey & Al 3R
Ry Rffcar W v crast S fhar S|

e The last date for registration is February 1, and
participants will be selected after a Tamil quiz on
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February 2.
goiteyoT Fr 3R fafd 1 wxadr g, 3tk gfawfoy 1 9o« 2 wead i 3mafea affe

Fasr & dre far Sreem|

e The registration portal, kashitamil.iitm.ac.in, is hosted by the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras.

gofieoT dicd, kashitamil.iitm.ac.in, AR W@ FEATT, AR IRT ge
T gl
e Mr. Pradhan emphasized that the Sangamam is not being used for political purposes,

but for cultural integration and upholding the timeless bonds between Tamil Nadu and
Kashi.

SUTAAA o Tg SR ST T HHA I 3uANT TSTelider 3eardl & forw a7 fomar
ST TET 8, afod diepioe wehietor 3R affereng s weft & o aread daut
IATT W@ & v Far 3 W@T

o Participants will be from five categories: students, teachers, and writers; farmers and
artisans; professionals and small entrepreneurs; women from various sectors; and
those involved in start-ups, innovation, edu-tech, and research.

gfaemef ara Aot @ g o, e, it daw; Fae 3R RersR; diat st sr
e, faffewr ot fr Afgend; 3R Teré-arcw, FamR, vodw, AR IegHT A arfAe
S|

e An additional group of around 200 students of Tamil origin studying in various Central
universities will participate this year to strengthen the bond between Kashi and Tamil
Nadu.

5 I affier AF F FAHT 200 BHEL B A Fhr fFreafagarerat @ st sweem, s
el 3R AfACS & T JaU T gAwFd BT

o Patrticipation of youth in all categories will be particularly encouraged this year.

58 a¥ @l AT A Fawt 1 Hefery 1 3y §0 & Pedrigd fhar smeam
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In an attempt to address ‘lack of diversity,

PCS
JA(‘GS Paper lll: S&T

NEW DELHI

The annual list of Fellows
announced by the 90-year-
old Indian National
Science Academy, among
the country’s most presti-
gious assembly of scien-
tists, sticks out this year for
its deviation from the aca-
demy’s traditional prac-
tice. The list features a pha-
lanx of famous Indians
who are not professional
scientists.

They include Sudha
Murthy, Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and former Chair of
the Infosys Foundation;
her spouse, N.R. Narayana-
murthy; two of his Infosys
co-founders, Nandan Nile-
kani and Krish Gopalak-
rishnan; and Rajendra
Singh, water conservation-
ist and founder of the Ta-
run Bharat Sangh.

“While the majority of
our fellows are those asso-

The INSA introduced two new categories of fellows this year:
‘Science in Translation’ and ‘Science in Society’. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ciated with the creation of

science, we must have at
least 20% of them associat-
ed with the consumption
and the use of science to
create opportunities,” Ash-
utosh Sharma, President,
INSA, told The Hindu.

The move to introduce
new categories of Fellows
was part of a larger thrust
to address a “lack of diver-
sity”.

This included not only
improving representation

of women and youth but
also the various stakehol-
ders who contributed to
science in India, beyond
traditional academic scien-
tists, he added.

The presence of Ms.
Murthy, Mr. Sharma ex-
plained, was in her capaci-
ty as a former chairperson
of the Infosys Foundation,
which funded scientific re-
search.

He cited the inclusion of
Mr. Gopalakrishnan, who

has invested in multiple
streams of basic research.

“The people who show
commitment towards
funding basic science re-
search must be recognised.
If we want more private
funding for R&D, we must
bring these people in the
fold as they are stakehol-
ders of science,” he said.

While several notable
industrialists were now in-
cluded, this would set the
template of recognising fu-
ture contributors in the
areas of deep-tech and
space entrepreneurs, Mr.
Sharma added.

The demarcation bet-
ween “scientist” and “non-
scientist” in the past was so
strict that Satish Dhawan,
Chairman of the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) from 1972 and
1984, was only elected as a
“Honorary Fellow” in a
special category along with
Indira Gandhi, Jawaharlal

INSA selects non-scientists too as its Fellows

Nehru, and J.R.D. Tata.

To accommodate the
non-scientist entrants, the
INSA introduced two new
categories of fellows this
year: “Science in Transla-

tion” and “Science in
Society”.
For being eligible in the

“Translation” category, the
candidate should have de-
monstrated scientific lea-
dership in “science-based
innovation; industrial re-
search and development;
technology missions of na-
tional importance; and in
the management of scien-

tific institutions”.
For the “Society” cate-
gory, the candidate should

have applied science to ad-
dress energy, water and
health issues, or should
have done work to popu-
larise science or used
science to deliver on socie-
tal impact, says an expla-
natory note on the INSA
website.

In an attempt to address ‘lack of diversity’, INSA selects non-
scientists too as its Fellows

'RAfgaar A FH F FTORT T F =TT A, INSA F IR-

denfal @ off I @il F w A o

e« The annual list of Fellows announced by the 90-year-old Indian National Science
Academy (INSA) stands out this year for its deviation from the academy’s traditional
practice.

90 q¥ffTr HREAT ITET AR IFFEHAT (INSA) GaRT ST Fat H arfdfew T s af
39 9RUYR&E 92T & gead fe@dr gl

e The list features a group of famous Indians who are not professional scientists, including
Sudha Murthy, N.R. Narayanamurthy, Nandan Nilekani, Krish Gopalakrishnan, and
Rajendra Singh.
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T # $o 9fcy SRAT fAd § S 9IS daifas 760 €, S gur q]thy,
UA.HR. ARTAVIEHAS, sieet Ao, Fsor aurergsor, 31k g Ry afda

e Sudha Murthy is a Rajya Sabha member and former Chair of the Infosys Foundation.
FUT AIthy TSI FHT W 3R §HIT/W B13serar 1 qa 3reget ¢

¢ N.R. Narayanamurthy and two of his Infosys co-founders Nandan Nilekani and
Krish Gopalakrishnan are also included.

TA.IR. ARTIOEf 3R 37 §HIAT FE-HEUTIS dget Aol X Feor MurergsorsT
#r enfaer &

e Rajendra Singh, a water conservationist and founder of Tarun Bharat Sangh, is also
on the list.

o A7, U ST WRaTUTeRdT 3R J%0T AR 69 & HEA19, T g=h # g
e Ashutosh Sharma, President of INSA, emphasized that at least 20% of the Fellows
should be involved in the consumption and use of science to create opportunities.

YA AT, INSA & e8], o Tg SR A1 & o & %A 20% Bl &1 RAzmer &
IYIRT 3 ITHNT & HGWX 3cUeet A H A glam TIfRu|

e The move to introduce new categories of Fellows was part of a larger push to address
the lack of diversity.

el T A5 ATOTAT T IA el FI HeH [QATAUAr 1 HHY HI TEAT I & T §3

JaTd T TeEdr Tl

e This included improving representation of women and youth, as well as recognizing
various stakeholders who contributed to science in India, beyond traditional academic
scientists.

saa Afgenat A ganit w1 ylaffta sow & wry-ary AT Raurst H ggemee
$r ara oY o Segisr TRuRE s dafas & W IRT & T & aeee
el

e The presence of Ms. Murthy is significant as she was the former chairperson of the
Infosys Foundation, which funded scientific research.

Ms. Murthy &7 39fEafd Fgcaquet § #3ifF a5 swIfw wEsee f qd sreaet of, oraa
deATfaAeh HegEeT Sl faaiyd fanar|

e Mr. Gopalakrishnan has invested in multiple streams of basic research.
Mr. Gopalakrishnan = Hels{d@ JWeTar $T F§ RIt &7 foger far g

e The inclusion of such individuals is seen as a recognition of those who contribute to
funding basic science research.

U SGfFadl &l FAEY AN AT sqausr 1 RFaafa & aror dei &
UgHlele & &7 H @1 S T ¢l

¢ Mr. Sharma explained that if more private funding for R&D is desired, these people
must be brought in as stakeholders of science.

Mr. Sharma @ ST f& 3R TR fash g afdr srgwemer ik R (R&D) &
foT aifew, ar a7 R & e & RAOURST F T & =T gem|
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e The introduction of such categories is also seen as setting a template for recognizing
future contributors in areas like deep-tech and space entrepreneurs.

T ATt @1 9T e awedrd 3R safer seafadl S aEt A afesw &
IRTEARAI3 A 9gad & [T T Alsd & &9 H 2@T o7 @T &

e In the past, the distinction between “scientist” and “non-scientist” was so strict that even
Satish Dhawan, Chairman of ISRO, was only made an Honorary Fellow in a special
category.

37 g A, e 3R IR-GHE F & JAR ST HoR AT fh Tdler gaeT, ISRO &
3FETET, I hdd Ueh AAY Hoff H ATe Bell gATIT AT AT

e This year, INSA introduced two new categories of Fellows: “Science in Translation”
and “Science in Society”.

58 Ay, INSA @ el &1 T a8 AT ger & §: “faeer & sreqare” AR “warer &
fasmer |
e To be eligible for the “Translation” category, the candidate should have demonstrated

scientific leadership in science-based innovation, industrial research, technology
missions, and management of scientific institutions.

“Iregarg” Aot & fAT a gl & ToIv, 3Fefiear 1 faseT-3meRa darR, sieafs
FregaeTe, Sieafarhy et ik dfas druat & yaua d e dAdea e
Uyl

e For the “Society” category, the candidate should have applied science to address
energy, water, and health issues, or popularized science or used science for societal
impact.

“gATSr” Avft & foIv, 3Ficar &1 F6it, e 3R FaeT Al # gl A & fav fa=ime
T 3YA HLAT AT, AT [TA T YR AT TR AT FATST W THG STl & fow

SHHI ITANT HEAT AR
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Singapore President
honours Tarun Das

[PCS

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

President of Singapore
Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam bestowed the highest
honour of the city-state on
Tarun Das, former director
general of Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII).
Mr. Das was bestowed
the Honorary Citizen
Award by the President
who will start official leg of
his India tour on Thursday.
The award is given for
“outstanding contribution
by a non-Singaporean to
the country’s growth and
development,” a press
note released by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (Mo-
FA) of Singapore declared.
Mr. Das is the second In-
dian to receive the honour
with the late Ratan Tata be-

Mr. Shanmugaratnam with
Tarun Das (left).

ing the only other Indiar
recipient earlier

The Foreign Ministel
termed Mr. Das as “one o
Singapore’s strongest ad
vocates in India” and recol
lected he led a delegatior
of Indian industrialists tc
Singapore in 1993 as part o
India’s “Look East” policy.

Mr. Shanmugaratnam i
accompanied by a large
business delegation.

Singapore President honours
Tarun Das

Ry asgufa A awor g+
qFATAd foRa

e President of Singapore, Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, bestowed the highest
honour of the city-state on Tarun Das,
former director general of Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII).

g & Isgufa goer eReTH A

 FeEteT 3w $f3as $5€8 (CI) & qd

A2 a9 S & fAA-Fee &1 Fafea

HFATA ver |

e Mr. Das was bestowed the Honorary
Citizen Award by the President, who will start
the official leg of his India tour on Thursday.

3o¢ US¢UTd GaRT A AR WFHAT Jetel
foham 1T, S 3791 SR AT T FAR T
INTARIRS TGN Y& HLE|

e The award is given for "outstanding
contribution by a non-Singaporean to the
country’s growth and development,” a press

note released by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MoFA) of Singapore declared.

I8 [EhR et R-FAmgRaret garr Ao i
gaftr 3R R & sepse AereEr & fav
fear Sar &, siar T gy & fder JEre

(MoFA) ZaRT SIRT 99 dAlc & aiffd forar am=m g
e Mr. Das is the second Indian to receive the honour, with the late Ratan Tata being the
only other Indian recipient earlier.

TqEOT ST I HEATT e Fel dTel GAY HRAT 8, Tgol Fd. Il T ThAT 3T
HRAT wTcdehdr |

e The Foreign Minister termed Mr. Das as "one of Singapore’s strongest advocates in
India" and recollected he led a delegation of Indian industrialists to Singapore in
1993 as part of India’s "Look East" policy.

fader Fft A A g R A AR F g9d AT gHRGH A § vF FEr AR
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3egiat Te frar R 3egier 1993 # sy seavrafaatl #1 v wfafafewses R
AT T, ST R ol "o §F" A @ fgEar o

e Mr. Shanmugaratnam is accompanied by a large business delegation.
A IHIRCAHA & AT Teh 931 AR gfafafssa g

All We Imagine As Light scoresa ~ All We Imagine As Light scores a
nomination at 2025 BAFTA Awards nomination at 2025 BAFTA Awards

"JTer Y AT VT S F 2025
BAFTA 3a1$d & ATATS AT

o« Payal Kapadia’s All We Imagine As Light bagged a
nomination for the Best Film Not in English Language at the
2025 BAFTA Film Awards.

g HUISAT Y "3 Y AT T A8 Y 2025 BAFTA
frewr qUEwRl & "ave frewr dle 3o ey dvaer & fav

Payal Kapadia’s All We Imagine As Light bagged a nomination for

the Best Film Not in English Language at the 2025 BAFTA Film W 9TCd 83171

Awards. The Malayalam-Hindi movie is pitted against Kneecap K] L oL .

(Ireland), The Seed of the Sacred Fig (Germany), Emilia Perez ° The Mal ayalam-Hl ndi movie is pltted agalnst Kneecap
(France) and I’'m Still Here (Brazil) in the category. AFP (Ireland), The Seed of the Sacred Fig (Germany)’ Emilia

Perez (France) and I’'m Still Here (Brazil) in the category.
g AGATAA-RE hed delldhd (3RRels), & Wz 3F g Fhs fher (), vhafear
R (FiH) 3R 3§ v Rea R (Feien) & Ware 5@ Aol 7 Feweer w2 1 ¢

Sheikh Hasina’s niece Tulip Siddiq ~ Sheikh Hasina’s niece Tulip Siddiq
resigns as UK. Treasury Minister resigns as U.K. Treasury Minister

da gl Fr e giaw R a
.&. ot Al & ug @ e =

. The niece of Bangladesh’s former leader Sheikh
Hasina, Labour Party MP Tulip Siddiq, resigned as
Treasury Minister to prevent her family connections
becoming a "distraction" for the work of the British
government.

AP .

WIS T qd AT AW AT T 7chol, AaT ardt Hiy
The niece of Bangladesh’s former leader Sheikh Hasina, Labour . .
Party MP Tulip Siddig, resigned as Treasury Minister to prevent her qe T‘!'\a'q' m1 ?gﬁﬁ ?H':ff 3'7 qa -\q- W ia?ill ol ia’
family connections becoming a “distraction” for the work of the 3?@; Qﬁmﬁﬂ? s @ﬁ S , q
British government. She was hit by allegations of corruption and a gy /T PR a; RIHA A ﬁw o aﬁ“
lack of transparency regarding her use of properties in London. PTI . She was hit by allegations of corruption and a

lack of transparency regarding her use of properties in
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London.
3o¢ AR 3T dged H Uil & IYANT A o] IRERIAT &Y FHT & IRITT T
HTHAT AT TS|

English author Neil Gaiman denies English author Neil Gaiman

rape and assault accusations denies rape and assault
accusations

AT dE@F AT AT F TATHER
IR gAS F IRUT FT ARRT

o English writer Neil Gaiman denied
C@ accusations of rape and sexual assault, insisting
he never had non-consensual sex with anyone.

AT AGF e AT 3 FaTewR iR FiT FHA &
Wﬁﬂ*l{l,%*ﬁ&@%ﬁﬁmm
AP HIY HAEATA aTl QFH gl TohaT|

o The science fantasy author of works such
as American Gods and Good Omens hit back
after New York Magazine published an
investigation into allegations which emerged six
months ago.

IANF Mg 3R 773 AT Sl Fiadt & qw
B dEE o 7Y Ik AISAT GIRT T ALl Uged 3 RN T Teh ST Fehr AT
A & dIe Jeaear fha|

A

English writer Neil Gaiman denied accusations of rape and sexual
assault, insisting he never had non-consensual sex with anyone.
The science fantasy author of works such as American Gods and
Good Omens hit back after the New York Magazine published an
investigation into allegations which emerged six months ago. AFp
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Iran acknowledges Israel’s
tampering of centrifuge
platforms using explosives

|GS Paper II: West Asia

Associated Press
DUBAI

Israel supplied Iran with
centrifuge platforms con-
taining explosives for its
nuclear enrichment pro-
gramme, a top Iranian offi-
cial has acknowledged for
the first time, underscor-
ing the sophistication of sa-
botage programmes target-
ing the Islamic Republic.

The comments by Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif, a
former Foreign Minister
who serves as Vice-Presi-
dent for strategic affairs for
reformist President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, appear
aimed at explaining to the
country’s disaffected pu-
blic the challenges Iran’s
government faces under
crushing Western sanc-
tions over the programme.
The comments also ack-
nowledged details pre-
viously reported in Israel
about a 2021 attack on
Iran’s underground Natanz
nuclear enrichment
facility.

The revelation, released
this week, shows the dan-
ger still facing Iran after Is-
rael struck the country
twice during the Israel-Ha-
mas war in the Gaza Strip —
and threatens to directly
target its nuclear sites as
President-elect ~ Donald
Trump prepares to re-en-
ter the White House next
week.

Mr. Zarif made the re-
marks in an interview with
a programme affiliated
with the Institute for the
Compilation and Publica-
tion of Imam Khomeini’s
Works, a publicly funded
organisation in Iran. Politi-
cians from Iran’s reformist
camp, which seeks to
change Iran’s Shia theocra-

Address
Email Id :

High risk: In July 2020, a mysterious explosion tore apart Natanz’s
advanced centrifuge assembly, which Iran blamed on Israel. AP

cy from within, often seek
different media outlets to
reach the public as Iranian
state television is con-
trolled by hard-liners.

Mr. Zarif, who helped
Iran reach its 2015 nuclear
deal with world powers,
discussed a sabotage attack
launched by Israel’s Mos-
sad intelligence agency tar-
geting pagers and radios
used by the Lebanese Shi-
ite militia Hezbollah in
September. The two waves
of attacks killed 42 people
and wounded thousands
more, setting the stage for
Israel’s invasion of Leba-
non in October.

Cost of sanctions

“This is part of the damage
of sanctions, that you are
forced to receive (purchas-
es) through multiple deal-
ers instead of buying from
afactory directly,” Mr. Zarif
said. “If the Zionist regime
can infiltrate one of the
dealers, then it can do
anything and  install
anything.”

He added: “For in-
stance, our friends at the
Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion (of Iran) had pur-
chased a platform for cen-
trifuges in which (the

Israelis) had installed ex-
plosive material.”

Mr. Zarif did not elabo-
rate, and the interviewer
did not press him on the
issue.

However, it marked the
first clear acknowledgment
of the degree Mossad had
infiltrated Iran’s
programme.

Mysterious blast
In July 2020, a mysterious
explosion tore apart Na-
tanz’s advanced centrifuge
assembly, which Iran
blamed on Israel. In April
2021, another blast tore
apart one of its under-
ground enrichment halls.
A few months later, Is-
rael’s outgoing Mossad
chief Yossi Cohen gave an
interview to Israeli televi-
sion in which he all but
acknowledged his spies ex-
ecuted the two attacks.
The show said a saboteur
“made sure to supply to
the Iranians the marble
foundation on which the
centrifuges are placed”

that included “an enor-
mous amount of
explosives.”

The attacks happened
under Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

Iran acknowledges Israel’s
tampering of centrifuge
platforms using explosives

I A IS GaRT AT
TAehAT # RTPles garet
oTaTe Y 91T AAY

o Israel supplied Iran with centrifuge
platforms containing explosives for its
nuclear enrichment programme, a top Iranian
official has acknowledged for the first time,
underscoring the sophistication of sabotage
programmes targeting the Islamic Republic.

FOIRISH o $T0T 1 38k WATY] HIHeT FIAHH
& fov Rrees gerdt & o Adwger caewnt
gereT U &, 9% ggell aR te Y STy
IFERYT A TEFR R §, St s IR
Fr fAMAT TATT aTer TSy FRAHAT T
Sifeerar &t X@ifera Far gl

e The comments by Mohammad Javad Zarif,
a former Foreign Minister who serves as Vice-
President for strategic affairs for reformist
President Masoud Pezeshkian, appear aimed
at explaining to the country’s disaffected
public the challenges Iran’s government faces
under crushing Western sanctions over the
programme.

AlgFg I G & T, A 99 RAgew AN E
3R GUREK Isgufa AYe IRRETa & fov
Feefod Mhad & 3UTETET &, 39 ST Sl TIST
F & v gdid i & & S0 TR &t
9 HIUHH & HRUT IRTHA T&d el &
dgd SeTclT T ATERet T [THAT FIAT IS 8T

gl

e The comments also acknowledged details

previously reported in Israel about a 2021 attack on Iran’s underground Natanz
nuclear enrichment facility.

s feeaftral # §omge garT ggal ROl i 315 AFRRT &1 8 TR fomar o= g,
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fSrea 2021 & gu gwa &1 o6 § S Riar A (AT AdTeor AT Fada FlRUT R
§34T ar|

e The revelation, released this week, shows the danger still facing Iran after Israel struck
the country twice during the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip — and threatens to

directly target its nuclear sites as President-elect Donald Trump prepares to re-enter
the White House next week.

38 FelE SR fhT 910 Gelld & Ig @1 g & o &0 & AT @awr areft ot
TR § FIfh SoRIg o MM I H FIFA-AN JSH & GRIel S W & a1
g fohar a1 — 3R I8 gFd & § o aseufa-AaiRa Sares € srerer acaE
IBT TEH A T § YU el & T IR §, 50 I ST 1 ORA] Tl b A
T s v gFhr & 7 W g

e Mr. Zarif made the remarks in an interview with a programme affiliated with the Institute
for the Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini’s Works, a publicly funded
organisation in Iran.

A Sl A ool gATT @R & FEt A TR AR gERE AT G S TH
FIHA H &, S T A T draotfee faauifa aear gl
e Politicians from Iran’s reformist camp, which seeks to change Iran’s Shia theocracy

from within, often seek different media outlets to reach the public as Iranian state
television is controlled by hard-liners.

SO & GURAE AR & Toeidr, S &= & R a1 fiaw @ qeoa &1 @i
X IQ ¢, NFEX TeET-37cl9T HIfSAT I3TolcH FT TERT old & FAITh &= A Y
FORYTAAT garT AT gl

e Mr. Zarif, who helped Iran reach its 2015 nuclear deal with world powers, discussed a

sabotage attack launched by Israel’s Mossad intelligence agency targeting pagers
and radios used by the Lebanese Shiite militia Hezbollah in September.

A S, [Siegiat 2015 F T FT WRAT] FAHANAT [a2a ATFTIT & AT, o Teh HTfoTer
§AS I T Y, ST goIge Y AaTe Gihar veid! o fAemeret e ffafar
feTeeaTe qarr 3TART fRT 9T dord AR IBA A AT S gU RAde # R

ar|

e The two waves of attacks killed 42 people and wounded thousands more, setting the
stage for Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in October.

gell T & SERT A 42 AT AR T AR FSIRT AT G g, TSR goRIge AR
HFga H ATAT YT ITHACT 1 +A1g I |

e “This is part of the damage of sanctions,” Mr. Zarif said, “that you are forced to
receive (purchases) through multiple dealers instead of buying from a factory directly.”

"gg gfaeul &1 e REar g s Sw F Fer, ' 3ue (Tl d@e hedr I A
T S SeRT & ACIHA T Yo el gsar gl

e ‘“If the Zionist regime can infiltrate one of the dealers, then it can do anything and install
anything.”
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"39R AT et fohel U SoR A gHds IR Fohll €, o 98 FO 3w Hehcl &
3R Fo o TuTfia T gehar 21"

o He added: “For instance, our friends at the Atomic Energy Organization (of Iran) had
purchased a platform for centrifuges in which (the Israelis) had installed explosive
material.”

3egial SiST: "3eTeX0T & fov, §AR AT WA Falt Wersa ($3) A, Siegie Hdogar &
T e coew @iEr Y, Gwsd (soRsfonl) o farees e wanfg & o

e Mr. Zarif did not elaborate, and the interviewer did not press him on the issue.
A S A 38 R AEIR @ $o 787 I, AR FTETTchRepd! o §H g R 39
3R garer ET TR

e However, it marked the first clear acknowledgment of the degree Mossad had
infiltrated Iran’s programme.

gTelifeh, IE ANTE GaNT ST & FHA H FaUS He! H ggell Fase wdipia o

e InJuly 2020, a mysterious explosion tore apart Natanz’s advanced centrifuge
assembly, which Iran blamed on Israel.

TS 2020 #, Teh WEEIAA fATPIe o Adlewt HY Iowiad AAFLST el 1 337 foam,
58 & o soRIEd W IRAT )
e In April 2021, another blast tore apart one of its underground enrichment halls.

e 2021 H, v 3R faEwie A @S U AT HadT HaT @ 337 e

o A few months later, Israel's outgoing Mossad chief Yossi Cohen gave an interview to
Israeli television in which he all but acknowledged his spies executed the two attacks.

TS FQIAl 916, FoRISel & J6 ST Ig AT I IRAT Flee - FoRrgal Selifastel
Teh @reTlchR T, fadl 3egia ofememT TR fohar f& 37 SIrg@t & St goal @t
3ot e

e The show said a saboteur “made sure to supply to the Iranians the marble foundation

on which the centrifuges are placed” that included “an enormous amount of
explosives.”

A A FET T v feaws A "ag gRARYA fhar & Sufaat  ag wereReR i s
el T ST o o AT W S 8, Forad "faehieet S v faermer Ava anfae
Gk

e The attacks happened under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

mmmm%a@a@m
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