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Same-sex
marriage: SC
rejects review
of judgment

IGS Paper I: Society |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A five-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court, headed by
Justice B.R. Gavai, on Thurs-
day rejected petitions seek-
ing a review of an October
2023 judgment which re-
fused to legalise same-sex
marriage.

“We have carefully gone
through the judgments deli-
vered by Justices S. Ravin-
dra Bhat (former judge)
speaking for himself and for
Hima Kohli (former judge)
as well as the concurring
opinion expressed by one
of us (Justice P.S. Narasim-
ha), constituting the majori-
ty view. We do not find any
error apparent on the face
of the record,” the Review
Bench held in a short order.

The other judges on the
Bench are Justices Surya
Kant, B.V. Nagarathna, and
Dipankar Datta. The peti-
tions were decided via cir-
culation in the chambers of
the judges.
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Same-sex marriage: SC rejects review of
judgment

g faare: g FIE o haa fr e Ht
gier R

Supreme Court Review Bench Rejects Same-Sex Marriage Petition

T N FoheT d ¥ TR Rats R @R

. A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, headed by Justice
B.R. Gavai, on Thursday rejected petitions seeking a review of an
October 2023 judgment which refused to legalize same-sex marriage.

FNA FE 7 9 FGET 37, FSehr srezerar A f.am. maga
o, o AFAR Y HFgaT 2023 & 3 A0 & gATGaUR Rwd @it
X &1, fores wAd e fae & il ot &t § $hR fopar arm |
. “We have carefully gone through the judgments delivered by
Justices S. Ravindra Bhat (former judge) speaking for himself and for
Hima Kohli (former judge) as well as the concurring opinion expressed
by one of us (Justice P.S. Narasimha), constituting the majority view.

We do not find any error apparent on the face of the record,” the Review
Bench held in a short order.

“GH FAH{ . Tdig T (qF ~IIRfT) arT U 3R AT Fgeh
(q@ =) & fov Ru v Aokl & arr-arr gar 7 @
(FErEfd fow. SR qarT saea fr w8 weAfa H wHeT @7 g
S SEAC TSRV AT IS AN &l &7 RPIS F FIg FISC A 6
fch,” aeT s9 o e Fféied e #H FaTl

. The other judges on the Bench are Justices Surya Kant, B.V.
Nagarathna, and Dipankar Datta.

ST & 3T FEHf S FAT Fid, S @Y. aereer, i
ArgHft dhT AT e |

o The petitions were decided via circulation in the chambers of the
judges.

IR ~rreelt & ®elt H IREWRoT & AreIH ¥ AuiRa & 78|
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Modi calls for documenting
history of Indian diaspora

Addressing Pravasi Bharatiya Divas event in Bhubaneswar, PM lauds journey of Persons of Indian

Origin and speaks about their remarkable achievements; he also highlights country’s global role

GS Paper II: Indian
Diaspora

BHUBANESWAR

auding the journey
I of Persons of Indian
Origin across diffe-
rent eras to various coun-
tries, their remarkable
achievements, and contri-
butions to the societies,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called
for documenting the histo-
ry of the Indian diaspora.
Addressing the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas here, he
said, “The history of the In-
dian diaspora across the
globe, their journeys to va-
rious countries, and their
remarkable stories of suc-
cess form a unique part of
India’s heritage. There are
many interesting and in-
spiring stories which de-
serve to be told, seen, and
documented. They repre-
sent our shared legacies

Key event: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being greeted by External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in Bhubaneswar on Thursday. ANI

and cultural heritage.”

Mr. Modi said in a world
in turmoil due to wars
across the globe, the future
lay in Buddha, a symbol of
peace, rather than in war.

Symbol of peace

“Right here in Odisha is the
place named Dhauli which
is a great symbol of peace.
Emperor Ashoka had cho-

sen the path of peace here
while the world was ex-
panding empires through
the power of the sword.
This is the strength of our
heritage, with the inspira-
tion of which India can say
to the world today that the
future lies in Buddha and
not in war,” he said.

“The pace at which 21st-
century India is advancing

and the scale of its deve-
lopment efforts are unpre-
cedented. In just a decade,
the country has lifted 25
crore people out of pover-
ty. During the same pe-
riod, India has risen from
being the world’s 10th lar-
gest economy to the fifth
largest. It won’t be long be-
fore India secures its posi-
tion as the third largest
economy in the world,” Mr.
Modi said.

Underlining the coun-
try’s growing global role
due to its achievements
and prospects, the Prime
Minister said, “Today’s In-
dia not only firmly asserts
its own point but also
strongly amplifies the
voice of the Global South.
The World patiently listens
to what India says.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

Modi calls for documenting history of Indian diaspora

AN F HRAT yarft & sfagrd F graRdfaad F:a

3rdier

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while addressing the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas event in Bhubaneswar, highlighted the journey of Persons of
Indian Origin (P10) and their remarkable achievements.
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TUTAFAT fg AN o HFeRaT # yar AR W & FEdwa 7
HRAT HT F et (P10) Fr AT 3R 3Tt 3qaferral T gHer st

e He emphasized that the history of the Indian diaspora forms a unique part of India’s
heritage and must be documented.

3oiel el o AR gardh &7 sfdera sRa i e &1 31T ewwr € 3R 8
rarfad fFar SEr anfgol

Symbol of peace
fe &1 el

e Modi highlighted Dhauli in Odisha as a symbol of peace, where Emperor Ashoka
chose the path of peace after the Kalinga war.

AT 2 e & atelr b1 enfd &1 Tfieh Sy, STt wATe e A HiAT Jeu & g
ATy T AT AT
e He said that the future lies in Buddha's path of peace rather than in war.

3l gl foh sifasa gau & aifad AT A Afga 8, & T geur #)

India’s rapid development and poverty reduction

HRT &1 dig e it it & A

e Inthe last decade, India has lifted 25 crore people out of poverty.
o gUF 7, T o 25 FU A9 FF TN T a187 Awrenm|

e He highlighted that India has risen from the 10th largest economy to the 5th largest
economy in the world.

3egial gl foh 8T gfrar T 1041 wa@ 921 srdeaaeyr @ 5dt Fad aft srdegaeyr

§oT I3 B
o He expressed confidence that India will soon become the 3rd largest economy in the
world.

3egiel [a9ard SIarT foh ARA STeg & I Gad 99 rdeuawyr 99 S|

India’s global role and leadership

R 1 dRaF gqfw 3k Aqea

e Modi emphasized India’s growing role in the Global South.

A o AR gfAor A HRA T Tl fFEH W SR e
e He stated that the world listens to India’s voice and that India firmly asserts its
views on global platforms.
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3eglel gl o gfadm s Y Jrarer I Foich & 3R 9 dRas #at W 3va =
T F T &l

Haryana ready to implement
three new criminal laws by

February

[pcsassc

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Haryana is likely to become
the first among States and
the second after the Union
Territory of Chandigarh to
implement the three new
criminal laws in entirety by
February 28, according to
State Director General of
Police (DGP) Shatrujeet Ka-
pur. He said once 5G tech-
nology was all-pervasive, it
would be a force multiplier
as the new laws mandated
digital evidence through
compulsory videography of
a crime scene and recovery
procedure.

The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Sakshya Sanhita (BSS) and
the Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita (BNSS),
which replaced the Indian
Penal Code, 1860, the In-
dian Evidence Act, 1872,
and the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898, respec-
tively, came into effect on

Shatrujeet Kapur

July 1, 2024 after the laws
were passed by Parliament
in 2023. The laws require
upgrading infrastructure
and forensic capabilities
and States have been given
five years to implement all
the verticals.

The three laws overhaul
all the pillars of the crimi-
nal justice system — police,
medical, forensics and
judiciary.

Mr. Kapur told The Hin-
du that the new laws define
timeline for courts to dis-
pose of trial proceedings
and it might be challenging
as the courts would have to
deal with existing cases re-

28, says DGP Kapur
|

gistered under the old laws

and the fresh cases in a
time-bound manner. He
said the courts did not have
the option to not accept
chargesheets electronically.

“People who are not
convinced [with the new
laws] will also have no op-
tion but to work for the suc-
cess of the laws. No logisti-
cal issues are there,
mindset is half the pro-
blem. Once people are con-
vinced and work in one di-
rection, success will be
achieved. It may take two-
four years. Once the inertia
is broken, the success rate
will be exponential. The
Union Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has set a timeline of
March 31 for Haryana, but
we expect to implement
the laws by February 28,”
Mr. Kapur said.

He added that certain
amendments need to be
made to the Police Rules
applicable in the State for
the implementation.

STeTehrY St ergsfier w9 ar &
e The three new laws — Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya Sakshya Sanhita
(BSS), and Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) — replaced the Indian
Penal Code, 1860, Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898, respectively.

AR 7T Wigar (BNS), Rl wrewr @far (BSS) 3R sRedr e gram wiear
(BNSS) & HHT: AR &3 Hfedr, 1860, AR @ew sfafaws, 1872, 31k wiserr
9fshar Gigdr, 1898 FI s AT gl

Haryana ready to
iImplement three
new criminal laws
by February 28,
says DGP Kapur

g 28 Hadl d&
dieT T 3muRes
FIA A FeA &
v dur: st
R

a

. Haryana is likely to become
the first among States and the
second after the Union Territory
of Chandigarh to implement the
three new criminal laws in their
entirety by February 28, according
to DGP Shatrujeet Kapur.

RO & gger AT IR T &
q1E GET &1 Selel T HHTGEAT § ST
28 BIE{Y dh dieT AT RIS
FlefeT QU G A1) T, Ig
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o These laws came into effect on July 1, 2024, after being passed by Parliament in 2023.
q FleeT 1 FATE 2024 § THTA §tr,aa2023ﬁ HHC o 3¢ UTRd fham|

¢ The laws require upgrading infrastructure and forensic capabilities, and States have
been given five years to implement all provisions.

ST Flefel & Ted IfAATEY e IR FRIAF GHATIN AT Sooic FeT T IR ¢,
AR TS F S8 o A & T 9T e A1 FAT AT AT B
e According to DGP Kapur, the implementation of these laws will benefit from 5G

technology, as the new laws mandate digital evidence through compulsory
videography of crime scenes and recovery procedures.

SISt FYT & ITAR, o1 el Dl oF] Al H 5G dhelleh HGIR glaN, Fifeh AT
Sl # 3T Tyat Fr faard fzhamdy 3R B wqg@ 1 arfqard fwar =
gl

e Mr. Kapur said the new laws define timelines for courts to dispose of cases, which
could be challenging as courts will have to handle both old cases under previous laws
and new cases under the new laws in a time-bound manner.

A FG A FT o AT Flofet Igreral & faw wEy "o FuiRa #xd €, Sew gl
3T Fercll § Fifeh JHaTeldl &1 e FfAT F d6d Gof AW IR AT Ffell & dgd
gt AT Al fAuiRa waw der A @AoeEr gem

e He mentioned that courts must accept chargesheets electronically without any option
to refuse.

3ogiel garT o 3eTeral Sl ARYET FY sAFead T T THHFR FEAT gEm 3R 33
IEAPR FA P Dlg [dheq 6T gam|
e Mr. Kapur added that logistical issues are not a concern, and mindset change is the

key challenge. Once people adapt, success will be exponential and could be achieved
within two to four years.

A R TG M Fe1 & AfARed g [ar w1 Ay 7@t § afos @ F aqam
I TS el §1 Uh IR S olleT S 3791 o, o Wheram delt @ fAanf, 3k 5@
ar & IR &t 7 g & S Hehell Bl

e He stated that the Union Ministry of Home Affairs has set a timeline of March 31 for
Haryana, but the State aims to implement the laws by February 28.

3eiel ST 7o FAT IE HAWT o gRAOT & {0 31 AR T FAg HAT 797 47 ¢,

Afthet ToT & o6 & o 28 Bl deh Flefel o9 Y feT ST

e He also noted that certain amendments to the Police Rules applicable in Haryana are
required for the implementation of the new laws.

3egil Ig o &gl foh AT Pl & dRieadsl & v gRaom & wepyfew st &
TS WM AT HTeIhT &
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Legendary smger P. Jayachandran passes away

[PCS & SSC

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

Playback singer P. Jaya-
chandran, known for his
expressive singing and
whose magical voice cap-
tivated music lovers for ov-
er six decades, passed
away at a private hospital
in Thrissur on Thursday.
He was 81. He had been
undergoing treatment for
cancer for some time.

Having sung over
16,000 songs that have
touched generations, Jaya-
chandran’s voice tran-
scended boundaries, reso-
nating in Malayalam,
Tamil, Kannada, Telugu,
and Hindi. Despite the
challenges of age, his voice
possessed the youthful
charm capable of stirring
romantic hearts, till the
end.

Jayachandran became

P. Jayachandran

the beloved playback sin-
ger of Malayalam through
his soulful renditions that
speak directly to the heart.
With songs filled with ev-
ery emotion — from love to
separation and pain — he
became the voice that res-
onated with the very es-
sence of life for music
lovers.

Born at Ravipuram in

Ernakulam, to renowned
musician Tripunithura Ra-
vi Varma Kochaniyan
Thampuran and Subhadra
Kunjamma, he was raised
at Irinjalakkuda, Thrissur.
Jayachandran developed
an early passion for va-
rious forms of art, includ-
ing Kathakali, and playing
Mridangam and Chenda.

His school years were
marked by numerous
awards for light music and
Mridangam playing,
which laid the foundation
for his illustrious musical
career.

His musical journey in
films began with his first
song in the film Kunjali
Marakkar. While Oru Mul-
lappoo Malayumayi was
his first song to be record-
ed, in 1965, the song Man-
jalayil Mungithorthi... in
the film Kalithozhan was
the one that marked the

start of his incredible ca-
reer. From then on, he
went on to deliver count-
less songs that mesmer-
ised Malayalis.

He has worked with ma-
ny composers, including
G. Devarajan, M.S. Babu-
raj, V. Dakshinamoorthy,
K. Raghavan, M.K. Arju-
nan, M.S. Viswanathan,
Illayaraja, A.R. Rahman,
Vidyasagar and M. Jaya-
chandran.

Several awards

His contributions were re-
cognised with numerous
prestigious awards, in-
cluding the J.C. Daniel
Award and the Kalaima-
mani Award, making him
a celebrated figure in In-
dian music.

He won the national
award, five Kerala State
awards, and four Tamil
Nadu State awards.

Legendary Singer P. Jayachandran Passes Away
e MMAF W, STadgsT &1 AesT

e Playback singer P. Jayachandran, known for his expressive singing, passed away at a
private hospital in Thrissur on Thursday. He was 81 years old and was undergoing
treatment for cancer.

URE AEF N, TG, S I HEYOT I F AT Gy I, 1 IFAR B AT H
T ol 3gdrel & et & 91| ag 8l a¥ & & 3R FHX &7 SoltaT aar | A

e Jayachandran sang over 16,000 songs in languages such as Malayalam, Tamil,
Kannada, Telugu, and Hindi, captivating music lovers for over six decades.

STEgs & 16,000 & 3flF a1t 9T, S AT, affd, Feers, dopey A e s &
¥, 3R 3ogil B8 qUR F HAF o Fha 9AAT 1 A=z fomam

o Despite his age, his voice retained youthful charm that resonated with romantic hearts

till the end.

3H & SIAS[G, 3elehl 3MTaTel H JATGEAT FT IHTHYOT §a11 T, ST 3T oo YA e

Y Bl TET|
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Early Life and Musical Journey

URfAF Sfaa 3t gofia am=r

P. Jayachandran was born at Ravipuram, Ernakulam, to Tripunithura Ravi Varma
Kochaniyan Thampuran and Subhadra Kunjamma. He was raised in Irinjalakkuda,
Thrissur.

dY. SETgs $ oA CAigeA & M@AQA A g3 A7l 3 [ar Agfrya @ a7t
PTG G 3R AT FHT FoolelT1 A | 3o Ireler-aivor gRSreraasT, Rag
g3l

He developed an early passion for Kathakali, Mridangam, and Chenda.

3oiel FUFH, HGIH 3T AT AN Foll T A Faual ¥ & ¥ Awfaa Hr

During his school years, he won many awards for light music and Mridangam
playing, which laid the foundation for his illustrious musical career.

Tl & AN, 3ogiel d1ge Fgfard 3R FEIAH g & [T &3 [WEPR i, Sad
3arht ity Wl amn i &g & 78]

First Songs and Breakthrough
ugdT AT AR Fwear

His film music journey started with the film Kunjali Marakkar. His first recorded song
was Oru Mullappoo Malayumayi in 1965, but Manjalayil Mungithorthi... in
Kalithozhan marked his breakthrough.

3R el Holld AT FImell FFHR fhedd F YF g1 31 Tgell RHISS I 3e
Hoaoq AagAA o1, A FHorafe HAAR... (her wfadlee) o 3¢ e
feas|

He worked with several renowned composers such as G. Devarajan, M.S. Baburaj, V.

Dakshinamoorthy, K. Raghavan, M.K. Arjunan, M.S. Viswanathan, llayaraja, A.R.
Rahman, Vidyasagar, and M. Jayachandran.

3o6iel s UTACY HINAHRT & AL A T, foetel SfY. Garere, Ta.eH. e, &
TR, &. Eae, TA.F. TS, TH.UH. faRasry, 3oRre, TR, @A,
fggmanR 3t A, FuuEa oA gl

Awards and Recognitions
R 3R qFA=T

P. Jayachandran received many prestigious awards, including the J.C. Daniel Award
and the Kalaimamani Award.

. e B w8 gfafted wErr fAd, S s, 3fae srars ik swelamafr
3rars et gl
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e He won the National Award, five Kerala State Awards, and four Tamil Nadu State
Awards.

3egiel AT [WEHR, I HFel Ted WERR, 3R IR ARAZ ToT RWERR Sl |

What is Hysterectomy? (THTRMA-3TdeT FAT §?)

A Hysterectomy is a surgical procedure to remove a woman's uterus (womb). It may also
involve the removal of other reproductive organs such as the fallopian tubes and ovaries,
depending on the type of hysterectomy.

ITATT-3TICT Th AloTehel UThaT & TG ARG & ITHTT (womb) Hr geT fear Srar
1 TE gfshar wef-amef ey & WIY-H1Y Bl <ga 3R 35 & 8 gaat & fav
T ST g

Types of Hysterectomy (FHIAI-3TSET & YHR)

1. Total Hysterectomy (eeer fgreYaera):

o In this procedure, the entire uterus, including the cervix, is removed.

o 39 ufshdm # q¥ arsTery &I, foraa affar (cervix) 81 enfder g, ger fear sirar

gl
2. Partial or Subtotal Hysterectomy (UIfiirer a1 Waeled fREeyFrera):
o Only the upper part of the uterus is removed, leaving the cervix in place.
o BUH hael AT & FYA HFET HI g oiar ¢ 3R Mar  guraad @r
ST &l
3. Radical Hysterectomy (Xf3er fREeYyarer#l):

o The uterus, cervix, part of the vagina, and surrounding tissues are removed. It
is often done in cases of cancer.

o 39 ufshar & sery, Idar, AT T Tk HET 3R IMEIT & Fddh l gel
e Srar &1 I% 3eAdk W R & At F fRar S §
4. Hysterectomy with Salpingo-Oophorectomy (RFetFerdY fag dfeaan-
ANERFETAY):
o In this type, the uterus, along with one or both fallopian tubes and ovaries, is
removed.

o BH YR HT UihaT 7 AT & HIY-HY Teh AT Gl Bleilddel g 3R
3SR Y ger fear S g

Reasons for Hysterectomy (rATRIA-3T&¢T & HIOI)
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1. Fibroids (WTEsissH):
o Non-cancerous growths in the uterus that can cause pain and heavy bleeding.

o IHRE H IR-FEIFd e Sl && 3R eI IFAFTa HT HROT &
Fehell Bl
2. Endometriosis (Afeafaw):

o A condition where the tissue that normally lines the uterus grows outside it,
causing pain and other symptoms.

o TH TR o e & Wa a1l 397 oereh 8, ored &g 3R ey
FHEAT g &l
3. Uterine Prolapse (FrTT &1 @aere):

o When the uterus drops into the vaginal canal due to weakened muscles.

o ofF IHRMT HHASIN AFEIRRAT & HROT A 7g7 & @I Iar gl
4. Cancer (h¥R):

o Cancer of the uterus, cervix, ovaries, or endometrium can necessitate a
hysterectomy.

o ITHR, AET, ST AT TSIATRRIH & haX H ITATI-3THCT HTaTH &l
TheT &l

5. Chronic Pelvic Pain (&1 #ifor g2):
o Long-term pain in the pelvic region that does not respond to other treatments.

o AT F # o IHIT deh W@o¥ dTell & Sl 3T IUIRT & b Tg1 gidTl

Procedure of Hysterectomy (IrTRII-3=d¢sT T ufshan)

1. Abdominal Hysterectomy (VssifRsTdl f@Eeyareral):
o Performed through an incision in the abdomen.

o UT H IRT R Fr ST arelr UfehaT|
2. Vaginal Hysterectomy (38Tl fg¥eiaeral):

o Performed through the vaginal canal.

o Iifel ARY & ATETH T AT I arelr Ifehar|
3. Laparoscopic Hysterectomy (etWiEhIRe feedaera):

o Minimally invasive surgery using a laparoscope.

o OIIERIT HT IYANTT Hlah hl el dToll hd 3MhIHSG FiehaT|

Complications and Risks (Sfeerame 3 @)

o Infection (WHATT)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e Bleeding (Y&Fdd1a)
« Damage to nearby organs (JTHYN & 33T HY JHHT)
« Hormonal changes (g@faer afRade)

Government Schemes Related to Women's Health (Afgem3it & Fareg &
T3 THERT AISTTT)

1. Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (Jerersst gXfara Arqea rfaam):
o Aims to provide free antenatal care to pregnant women.

o ITHECT ARG I HFT THIYS SWHTT YTl el & 3662 |

2. Ayushman Bharat (JTSHTT HIA):
o Provides free treatment for major surgeries, including hysterectomy, under the
PM-JAY scheme.

o NTA-SITETS AT & dgd THE Horll, oIad TRRT-3T8es A g,
HFA 3TAR YelT el &

Recent Updates and Data (&1l #I SIAHAY 3T 31H3)

e According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5), the prevalence of
hysterectomy among women in India is around 3.2%.
e Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh have reported higher rates of hysterectomy cases.
T IREAR T eToT (NFHS-5) & ]8R, AR # A3t & sie-3eaee &
&Y IITHIT 3.2% gl TSTEAT 3R 3 yger # Ig &I AU gl
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Delhi memorial in the works,
H.P. Cabinet okays renaming
of State 1nst1tute after late PM

|PCs&ssc

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Even as suspense sur-
rounding the selection of a
memorial site in the coun-
try’s national capital for
former Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh conti-
nues, the Congress govern-
ment in Himachal Pradesh
on Thursday gave nod to
rename an institute in his
name, acknowledging Dr.
Singh’s significant contri-
butions for development of
the hill State.

The State Cabinet, in its
meeting held in Shimla un-
der the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, gave appro-
val to rename Himachal

Singh

Himachal Pradesh CM
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

Pradesh Institute of Public
Administration (HIPA) as
Dr. Manmohan Singh Hi-
machal Pradesh Institute
of Public Administration.
The Cabinet acknow-
ledged his significant con-
tributions to the nation
and to Himachal Pradesh’s

development, asserting
that Dr. Singh’s tenure as
Prime Minister and Union
Finance Minister —was
transformative, said an of-
ficial statement. Dr. Singh
was instrumental in pull-
ing the country out of an
economic crisis and laying
the strong foundation for
economic reforms that
reshaped India’s financial
landscape, it added.

The Cabinet also ap-
proved the establishment
of a Special Task Force
(STF) to combat drug
abuse and dismantle drug
trafficking and organised
crime networks in the
State through a compre-
hensive, multi-faceted ap-
proach.

Delhi memorial in the
works, H.P. Cabinet okays
renaming of State institute
after late PM

ool A THARS el &I
HH XY, ffATEe g
$fasie F ST AT HI
ATH SgaAY feaeara geraras
& A W @ H A QA

Himachal Pradesh Government Approves
Renaming of Institute After Dr. Manmohan

AT 9&T TFR A 3. AqAGT RE F AH W TEUT FT AAFT F F A &

The Congress government in Himachal Pradesh on Thursday gave a nod to rename
an institute in the name of former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh,
acknowledging his significant contributions for the development of the hill State.

AT g3 & FREW WHFR = FAR $HI §F TUAHAT 31, Al e & @67 W Th
TEATT T ATHRIIT el I Ao &, [0 T & I & 3e7eh Ageaqot Anrera

I QT AT

The State Cabinet, in its meeting held in Shimla under the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, gave approval to rename Himachal Pradesh
Institute of Public Administration (HIPA) as Dr. Manmohan Singh Himachal
Pradesh Institute of Public Administration.

T A o Rwren & gegas gafder Mg gg &1 sregerar # 3mafsd doh &
RATIT YU S AF TAHA FEATT (HIPA) FT ATH Sl 81. AAAGT g
ferTae gger WESfAe TRITEeT WEATT W@ 1 AL &N

The Cabinet acknowledged his significant contributions to the nation and to Himachal
Pradesh’s development, asserting that Dr. Singh’s tenure as Prime Minister and
Union Finance Minister was transformative, said an official statement.

#ARFHSS & Tsg AR RATTT 98U F e 7 3o FAgeaqor IRET H TR foha,
3R Tg wer & 3. g & gueaE IR & @ # & 79 A s Radas iy
oT, Tk ARG ST H gl 31|
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GS Paper I: A&C
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

As part of The Hindu
Group’s Shrine Series, a
book on Sri Parthasarathy
Perumal Temple in Tripli-
cane, Chennai was re-
leased here by Nirmala
Lakshman, Chairperson,
The Hindu Group Publish-
ing Private Limited. The
book, titled Thiruvallikeni
- Divine Abode of Lord Par-
thasarathy, has well-re-
searched articles on the
history of the temple, the
puranic accounts, and has
stunning visuals captured
over the years by The Hin-
du’s photographers.

The temple is unique in
many ways — it has five dei-
ties, all of whom have been
praised in the Nalayira Di-
vya Prabandham. Sri Bala-
rama is enshrined along
with Lord Krishna, which
again is a unique feature of
this temple, which has two
Brahmotsavams, one for
Lord Parthasarathy — the
presiding deity — and one
for Lord Yoga Narasimhar.

The book has articles on
the five deities, the Brah-
motsavams, the prasa-
dams, unique aspects of
Balarama worship, an illus-
trious family which was as-
sociated with V.0. Chidam-
baram Pillai's Swadesi
Steam Navigation Compa-
ny, the Bhattars of the tem-
ple and much more to read
and savour. Articles on a
tussle between the trustees
of the temple and the mun-
icipality sometime in the
early 1900s; how the area
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e Dr. Singh was instrumental in pulling the country out of an economic crisis and laying
the strong foundation for economic reforms that reshaped India’s financial
landscape, it added.

IIT H Ig Y Fel I Tk 31, g & U Fl e @Fhe F TieX Hepree AR anfds
FURT T AT i W F Ageaqol ffAe @S, Gwd soma & R aieer A
dcelld 3TT|

e The Cabinet also approved the establishment of a Special Task Force (STF) to combat

drug abuse and dismantle drug trafficking and organised crime networks in the
State through a comprehensive, multi-faceted approach.

ARAST o Tod A aefiel qanat & geuar @ ofser 3 aefieht vyt #ir awwdi 3k
ST UMY ATaeh ! 75 I & [T Ueh [T FF aaf (STF) & 35T v off
HSY &Y, S Ueh THY, TEIAHATHT TEHIOT & g R R

The Hindu’s book
on Parthasarathy
Perumal Temple in
Chennai released

Nirmala Lakshman,
Chairperson, THGPPL, releasing
the book in Chennai on
Thursday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

takes its name Thiruvalli-
keni from the temple tank;
the Vivekananda connect,
the pasurams and kritis on
Parthasarathy are included
in the book.

Sridhar Aranala, Vice-
President (Sales and Distri-
bution) of The Hindu
Group, said, “On this aus-
picious occasion of Vaikun-
ta Ekadasi, the release of
Thiruvallikeni - Divine
Abode of Lord Parthasa-
rathy is a valuable addition
to The Hindu Group’s
Shrine Series.”

The cover price of the
book is ¥399 and a special
offer of 3300 is available till
January 20, 2025 on ac-
count of Vaikunta Ekadasi,
Pongal and Makara Sank-
ranti festivals. The book
can be bought at
https://publica- @
tions.thehindu- ¥3
group.com/
bookstore/

Email Id :

The Hindu’s book on Parthasarathy Perumal
Temple in Chennai released

Ao H qrdaRdt A Al W g f qedw
&1 faAEa

Book on Sri Parthasarathy Perumal Temple Released by The Hindu
Group

g g 79 garT st arduRedt wae Ay W gEas F1 R

e As part of The Hindu Group’s Shrine Series, a book on Sri
Parthasarathy Perumal Temple in Triplicane, Chennai was released by
Nirmala Lakshman, Chairperson, The Hindu Group Publishing Private
Limited.

g &g o & arga WS & 39, Brafade, Ie$ 7 T st ardaref
WA ARY R Ue s 1 gt fefen waaor, 3eaet, § g o
gfeafier urgde faffes carr frar amm|

e The book, titled Thiruvallikeni — Divine Abode of Lord Parthasarathy,
has well-researched articles on the history of the temple, the puranic

accounts, and features stunning visuals captured over the years by The
Hindu’s photographers.

qEdeh @ M RAzafeadsdt - seram adaredt &1 Rew e g, Sad
AT & gfaer, QUi+ faawor ik g féq & Wil earT awt 7 e i
IS AER d&a fAe g

e The temple is unique in many ways — it has five deities, all of whom

have been praised in the Nalayira Divya Prabandham. Sri Balarama is
enshrined along with Lord Krishna, a unique feature of this temple.
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AT #$ e ¥ AT § — sue aig qaar g, e el it aafir fex gauw 7
TRET 91T &1 # ToH $97aT FT & {1y GfAfsd g, S 58 Al H v Jefaay
faQwar g1

e The temple has two Brahmotsavams, one for Lord Parthasarathy — the presiding
deity — and one for Lord Yoga Narasimhar.

#feT A oI FeAlwd g 8, Ueh s9rarel qrdeReft & fov — S Ay daar § — IR U
IE AT AR/ & AT

e The book includes articles on the five deities, the Brahmotsavams, the prasadams,
unique aspects of Balarama worship, an illustrious family associated with V.O.
Chidambaram Pillai’s Swadesi Steam Navigation Company, the Bhattars of the
temple, and much more.

Qe H i qaart, sERlcaal, YHTel, TR G & JHefad ggel, da. R
Reas # Taael & Afddea Foft @ 53 v 9ffcy aRaR, AT & sgert 3R
3T §gd AW AP R o A &l

e Articles cover a tussle between the trustees of the temple and the municipality in the

early 1900s, the origin of the name Thiruvallikeni, the Vivekananda connection, and
the pasurams and kritis on Parthasarathy.

gl H HACY o THY AR AIRIIEHT 5 oTa 1900 & &F H YB3 7 g3 faame,
Rvafeadsit e & 3cufa, RAFre Faar 3N THaRA W Oy 71T 9T 3R
Faat anfaa £

e Sridhar Aranala, Vice President (Sales and Distribution) of The Hindu Group, said,
“On this auspicious occasion of Vaikunta Ekadasi, the release of Thiruvallikeni —

Divine Abode of Lord Parthasarathy is a valuable addition to The Hindu Group’s
Shrine Series.”

g g go & sureger (Sehr 3R fAaRon) sfeR 3aren & &heT, ‘59 A% THeel & s
e W, Rzafeadit - serae adard #1 few o o1 fadw= g {g g &
Age ARl H T FAoddlel APTE 517

e The cover price of the book is €399, and a special offer of 300 is available till January
20, 2025, due to Vaikunta Ekadasi, Pongal, and Makara Sankranti festivals.

qEcTeh T el i €399 &, 3 T300 1 fIAT gerener 20 STl 2025 e 3USY g,

it dsorg uTgelY, wierer 3R AFY FHIfa BRI & FROT §
e The book can be bought at https://publications.thehindugroup.com/bookstore/.
Q& @I https:/ipublications.thehindugroup.com/bookstore/ W WIET ST T &l
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Section 152 of BNS should not become a proxy for sedition

[GS Paper Ii: Sedition and Freedom of Speech |

Singh v. State of Rajasthan (2024),

cautioned against using Section 152 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) as a tool to stifle
legitimate dissent. In 2022, before the BNS was
enacted, the Supreme Court had suspended
pending criminal trials and court proceedings
under Section 124A (sedition) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) until the government reconsidered the
law. This was followed by a verbal proclamation
by the Union Home Minister that ‘sedition” would
be repealed as an offence. Section 152 of the BNS
criminalises any act exciting secession, armed
rebellion, and subversive activities. It also
criminalises acts encouraging feelings of
separatism or endangering the sovereignty, unity,
and integrity of India. While the BNS does not
formally use the term ‘sedition’, the Rajasthan
High Court’s recent decision hints that the
spectre of sedition still looms large in the BNS.

T he Rajasthan High Court, in Tejender Pal

Problems with Section 152

First, Section 152 BNS criminalises ‘acts
endangering the sovereignty, unity, and integrity
of India.” However, what constitutes such
endangerment under Section 152 has not been
defined in the statute. This renders the provision
vague, and amenable to expansive interpretation
by enforcement authorities. Accordingly, a
speech criticising a prominent historical or
political figure, or sympathising with a
controversial public figure, may be construed as
‘endangering’ the ‘unity and integrity of India’ for
initiating legal action against a person. In the
current sociopolitical environment that appears
increasingly fragmented, a stringent penal
provision without inbuilt checks for abuse may be
used to stifle dissent and criticism.

Pushkar Anand

Assistant Professor at
the University of Delhi

hivang Tri|

Doctoral Candidate at
Banaras Hindu
University

The lack of a
statutory
requirement to
establish a causal
linkage between
the speech and
its actual
consequence
before depriving
the accused of
personal liberty

renders Section
152 amenable to
abuse

Second, the term ‘knowingly’ in Section 152
substantially lowers the threshold for commission
of the offence, especially in the context of social
media. Even if a person does not have the
malicious intent to incite activities or feelings
prohibited under Section 152, they can still be
considered liable for the offence if they share a
post knowing it will reach a larger audience and
may provoke such activities or feelings. This
would be sufficient to arrest a person and
prosecute them for commission of the offence
under Section 152, which is cognisable and
non-bailable. The lack of a statutory requirement
to prima facie establish a causal linkage between
the speech and its actual consequence before
depriving the accused of personal liberty renders
Section 152 amenable to abuse much like its
predecessor, and has the potential to instill a
chilling effect on free speech. The potential for
abuse of the sedition-like provision is clearly
borne out by data of the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) regarding Section 124A of the IPC.
Out of 548 persons arrested between 2015 and
2020 for sedition, only 12 people were convicted
in seven cases. More importantly, this was the
situation when Section 124A IPC was relatively
narrower and more specific in comparison to
Section 152 of the BNS. Unfortunately, the NCRB
data, and the benefit of hindsight regarding abuse
of Section 124A, seem to have had no bearing in
designing the contours of Section 152 of the BNS.

The way forward

In the past, the judiciary has consistently adopted
a consequentialist interpretation to strike a
careful balance between national interest and the
freedom of expression. The Supreme Court has
given weight to the actual consequence or impact

of free speech in determining the offence rather
than considering the ‘speech’ on its own. For
instance, in Balwant Singh and Anr v. State of
Punjab (1995), the Court drew a line of
demarcation between casual sloganeering and its
repercussions or consequences, requiring a direct
causal nexus between the act and its impact for it
to amount to an offence of sedition. Further, in
Javed Ahmad Hazam v. State of Maharashtra and
Ors (2024), the Court said the “effect of the words
must be judged from the standards of reasonable,
strong-minded, firm and courageous men, and
not those of weak and vacillating minds...”
Moreover, in Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar
(1962), the Court had differentiated ‘disloyalty
towards the government’ from ‘strongly worded
criticism of the government and its policies’.

Given the lack of inbuilt safeguards in Section
152 to prevent its abuse, these interpretations
should guide the enforcement authorities in
applying this provision. Moreover, the Supreme
Court should, when it gets the earliest
opportunity, craft a set of guidelines for the
enforcement authorities, demarcating the
boundaries for the terms used under Section 152
BNS, as it did with respect to ‘arrest’ in D.K. Basu
v. State of West Bengal. This will ensure that the
provision does not become a proxy for the
offence of sedition.

It is important to provide liberal space to
thoughts, beliefs and expressions, and to subject
them all to unimpeded criticisms, especially in
the age of social media. We need to fall back on
the concept of ‘marketplace of ideas’, as
envisioned by Justice Holmes in Abrams v. United
States, because the best test of truth will always
be the potential of an idea to get itself accepted in
a democratic and diverse society.

Section 152 of BNS should not become a proxy for

sedition

ATy Y URT 152 FY GG FT ATCIH gl gl

T

e The Rajasthan High Court in Tejender Pal Singh v. State of Rajasthan (2024)
cautioned against using Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) as a tool
to stifle legitimate dissent.

HISTELTA 3T AT o dolg T [Ag SoH7 TAEIT AT (2024) H HRAT 71
HfEdr (BNS) &1 &RT 152 T STAATA A JTEATIAT FI et & Tl el W AATdeAT

&l

e In 2022, before the BNS was enacted, the Supreme Court had suspended criminal
trials and court proceedings under Section 124A (sedition) of the Indian Penal Code
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(IPC) until the government reconsidered the law.

2022 #, fTITH & IIRA gl & T8, YA FIE A AR g5 @i (IPC) Fr amr
124A (TSIGIE) & g TR HehedAT 3R 3feTeld HT HrdarE! Hl FTURIT T e
IT, 9 dd WFHR Flefel T IATTAR 61 FclT|

Section 152 of the BNS criminalises acts exciting secession, armed rebellion, and

subversive activities. It also criminalises acts encouraging feelings of separatism or
endangering the sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India.

divared T 4RT 152 7 R, aeed Qge 3R sugd sifafaft o srarrer aA@r
8 TE FcT IHelNdalG HT HGA T TGIdT &of AT AR T WHAT, Tahel, IR 3r@sar 1

Tl H STer arel Sl & off 3qRTer aTar

While the BNS does not formally use the term ‘sedition’, the Rajasthan High Court’s
recent decision hints that the spectre of sedition still looms large in the BNS.

grolifer dieaaeg & 3gaes T & TSIgg As I 3UAT gl [haT IR—T §, TTEATT
3T FIRTT T gIferdr AU I8 Tohd Sar § & fivavg &7 319 ) Toigie fr o
el 85 &

Problems with Section 152
URT 152 & I FHAEAT

Section 152 BNS criminalises acts endangering the sovereignty, unity, and integrity
of India, but does not define what constitutes such endangerment, making the provision
vague and open to expansive interpretation.

URT 152 SUITq R I TWHT, Thal, R F@SATH TR & STelel dlel Fedl I
IRTY AT g, fthed g TS AT AT o T T &4 &, aw ag wau
3ETSE @ ST £ 3R 88 eObe dlish & STEAIid fhar ST T gl

This vagueness means that a speech criticising a prominent figure or sympathising with
a controversial person could be considered as ‘endangering the unity and integrity of
India’, initiating legal action against the speaker.

SH 3EYSTAT & Adeld § [ Teh Agcaqul ehfdhd &1 3Meli<sll a¥a AT Teh faargreag
afFd & fch WeToIeifal eaFcd el 1 ‘HRA A THaT HR IH@sar # G F 1
&% T F AT S GhaTl &, 3R TFT & YAE FfAT FRAS H 1 Tl

Section 152 uses the term ‘knowingly’, which lowers the threshold for commission of
the offence, especially in the context of social media.

URT 152 & ‘SAGgIhT Ase T 39T a1 a/m &, Fqd 3TRTer & oRrefishyor hr
AT e g Sl 8, Y ®7 & Fierer AfSAT & Fedy A

Even without malicious intent, sharing a post that is known to reach a large audience
could lead to arrest and prosecution under Section 152.

AR 36¢?T o foeTr off, Ueh e ATsr e oI Ig AT 8 foh a8 U 93 g
a?‘rﬁqg?]?ﬁﬂm 152 & dgd FRFaRr 3R 3RS &1 FROT 97 Fhar B
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o The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data shows that out of 548 persons
arrested between 2015 and 2020 for sedition, only 12 people were convicted.

TS 3qer RFS g0 (NCRB) & 37ehs fe@rd g foh 2015 @ 2020 & i< Teralg &
AT ARFAR T 1T 548 sAfFaAT H T Faer 12 AT SN SEIT (T

The Way Forward
3T HT [EAT

e The judiciary has historically used a consequentialist interpretation to balance
national interest and freedom of expression.

rgUTferl o VfaeIf@e §7 & IRUMAGEY sarEdr F1 39T fhar g, daife IS Ba
AR fFeafFT 1 Tacdaar & & Tl T T

e The Supreme Court has emphasized the actual consequences of speech in
determining its offence, as seen in Balwant Singh and Anr v. State of Punjab (1995).

FNH FIE A Balwant Singh 3R Anr &1 goi@ T (1995) # @ & frdr smwor
& areafas gRome & 3oy FURa w7 vegar & S

¢ Inthe case Javed Ahmad Hazam v. State of Maharashtra and Ors (2024), the Court
emphasized judging speech by the standards of reasonable, strong-minded individuals.

SITAE HEHE EIIH FITH HABRISE AT 3 =T (2024) ATAS H, I o HIVYUT &Y
AT, T¢ ATASAT dld SAFdA & AR § T T a1d I

e Given the lack of safeguards in Section 152 to prevent abuse, judicial interpretations
should guide its enforcement.

URT 152 H GEUANT H Ushad & AT FR&T 31T T FAl & HegoloR, ~AMAH
THTEATY $H& Yddel &l AGY gell AT |

e The Supreme Court should create guidelines for enforcement authorities on the terms
used under Section 152 to avoid misuse, as it did in D.K. Basu v. State of West
Bengal regarding ‘arrest’.

FNH FIE D YR 152 & 6 39T [T 7T real W ol it & ferw feem-
fAder SR et @ifRw, ST % 38l D.K. Basu o YA o Tog & FIRTanT
& ey A fRar an

e ltis crucial to ensure space for thoughts, beliefs, and expressions and allow them to
face unimpeded criticisms, especially in the age of social media.

Ig Fecaqol § 7 fani, feart sk siffreaf@agi & v vaer gafRaa fmr s
3R 3¢ faaT FH1ae Y AT HT @HAT FA T 3FAT T S0, AT FT § Fiere
Afsar & o A)
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Damage control

Adherence to existing regulations can
limit the impact of earthquakes
|GS Paper llI: Disaster Management |
T his week, an early-morning earthquake in

Tibet of magnitude 7.1 and originating at a
depth of 10 km has reportedly claimed at
least 100 lives and damaged buildings and hous-
es. The tremors from the quake were felt in Nepal
as well as parts of Bihar and even New Delhi,
thousands of kilometres away. The main earth-
quake was followed by at least two aftershocks. If
the epicentre had been located closer to India,
the damage could have been manifold. Earth-
quakes in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of
dread in the country. Memories of two deadly
quakes in Nepal in April and May of 2015 that
killed at least 9,000 and caused incalculable
damage still bubble up. The tectonic plates are
the gigantic shards into which Earth is broken up.
Layered on them are the continents and the seas.
These plates are constantly in motion — colliding
with, diverging with, or sliding past one another.
The Indian plate collided with the Eurasian plate
and the crust tilted upwards, creating the Hima-
layas. The fractured zones along which they inte-
ract create the fault lines where earthquakes oc-
cur. By studying these faults and the pattern of
past earthquakes, seismologists can estimate
how much latent energy at these fault lines,
which can run thousands of miles, has been re-
leased and how much of it still resides in them.
Scientists have long warned of a massive, over-
due earthquake in the Garhwal-Kumaon range
because of what is known about the pattern of
quakes in the region. The records of the last 300
years suggest that those that have occurred have
not released all the pent-up energy and that is
why there is a broad consensus among experts
that an 8-magnitude temblor is overdue. Unfortu-
nately, predicting the day and time is outside the
ambit of current science. Thus, the best we can
hope for is insulation against the projected dam-
age. It is in this context that infrastructure deve-
lopment in the Himalayan region must be
viewed. While several of these projects are in-
tended to smooth the movement of people and
goods, the recurrent landslides and glacial lake
outbursts that wash away dams, hydropower
projects, and roads serve as a constant reminder
of the inherent fragility of the region. Every form
of infrastructure in the region — power plant or
dam — must take into account the imminence of a
major earthquake and the associated costs fac-
tored into planning. Adhering to already existing
building codes, not only in the Himalayas but in
the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can go a
long way in limiting the inevitable damage.
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Damage control
a1fa fAgsor

Earthquake in Tibet
fosaa & sFa

. An early-morning earthquake in Tibet of magnitude 7.1,
originating at a depth of 10 km, has reportedly claimed at least
100 lives and damaged buildings and houses.

fosaa & v gag 1 oy fSEe digar 7.1 4 3R 8 10
FReNHIET i TET & 3Tt EIT AT, A HA § FA 100 ST+t 1S
AR &g oraell R ERT Y FerdreT SRl

. The tremors from the quake were felt in Nepal, parts of
Bihar, and even New Delhi, thousands of kilometers away.

T & gk Aurd, IR & Fo fordt MR 751 aF Fag
faeelt 37 off FewE v 91T, S gIRT RReieieX T B

o The main earthquake was followed by at least two
aftershocks.

HAEY Y & TG HA W HA A HFATFH 37T

. If the epicentre had been located closer to India, the
damage could have been manifold.

3R SR TRAAST R & I1E GBI, ol JhdlT &S T 96

HehdT AT

. Earthquakes in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of
dread in the country due to past deadly quakes in Nepal in April
and May of 2015, which killed at least 9,000 people and caused
incalculable damage.

oA 7 o7 S # vw AW ST Yo7 A §, Fi*H 2015 F
mﬁaaﬁzﬂéﬁmﬁgcmaﬁq’rﬁm#mg,oooamﬁ
1 ST o 3R AR Jehar T

Tectonic Plates and Earthquakes

T cocw AR I

. The tectonic plates are the gigantic shards into which
Earth is broken up, and they are constantly in motion, colliding,
diverging, or sliding past one another.

el coled gl & fawrmer s &, foeal gl geat &8 g3
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g, 3R T e a1fd # gl &, 39 H THUCT §, 37097 @il § AT Ueh-g@ | Wehell
gl

The Indian plate collided with the Eurasian plate, and the crust tilted upwards, creating
the Himalayas.

HRART cole o RRATE cale @ TohET, 3R $8H1 e IR &I 3R g7ehr, foad fgarers
aﬁTﬁﬂ‘fUTgaTl

The fractured zones along which these plates interact create the fault lines where
earthquakes occur.

3o TogH & I HUH ITel Biee dIgd ao1d &, STgT 9T gl &
By studying these faults and the pattern of past earthquakes, seismologists can estimate
how much latent energy has been released and how much remains.

$oT Blocd 3R AT & §[ehul & Yol &1 HETTT Fileh, HHUIT deAlicleh ITATA M
T § R e e ot Relisr &1 gt & 3R fhaen ot g5 81

Warnings and Predictions

Scientists have long warned of a massive, overdue earthquake in the Garhwal-
Kumaon range due to the pattern of quakes in the region.

hﬁﬁﬁm—gm?aﬁﬁmﬁq%é:ﬁﬁésmﬁam,ﬁ#gmaﬁw@r
Adraer & gl

Records from the last 300 years suggest that past quakes have not released all the
pent-up energy, so experts believe that an 8-magnitude temblor is overdue.

Roer 300 a6t & RS gad § 5 Row st F @ gofad Fa #F Rl w78
forar g, safod Qv A § & v o-cfiaar arem o@w & @b B

Unfortunately, predicting the exact day and time of the earthquake is beyond current
scientific capabilities.

gaTaaer, T T Hel oot 3R FHT YalegATe el aideT faarer i A’ @
T &l

Infrastructure Development in the Himalayan Region

Rerorat &4 3 v o @ R

Infrastructure development in the Himalayan region must be viewed in the context of
the inevitable risk of a major earthquake.

farerht a7 7 goardr o &1 e qET qFT F IR @A & wedt 7 dwr
STIeT =R T

While several projects aim to smooth the movement of people and goods, the region’s
recurrent landslides and glacial lake outbursts cause damage to dams, hydropower
projects, and roads.

glefifeh g TRIANSATY el 3R AT I JTEATSIET T oA &ollel & v §, ofehet 5@
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&7 7 srFEeret 3R 7T Ffal &1 36eT aul, gregiarey. IRATSTAST 3T Tt wr

T 9gaTdr gl
i S

e Every form of infrastructure in the region, including power plants and dams, must
account for the risk of an impending major earthquake.

8T H g TR T AT o, oI aray Taie 3N | enfAe g, B 3memer Ay
T & SNIYH HT €A H TG §U A1 AT

e Adhering to existing building codes in the Himalayas and the surrounding Indo-
Gangetic plains can help mitigate inevitable damage from earthquakes.

fearera 3N 3T & $R-ARF At A Aloper fAtor afRAr 1 arereT e A eyl
¥ g arel AR Johare &1 HA fHar ST Fevar &

Is India open to the idea of dual citizenship?

GS Paper li: Citizenshi

l PARLEY I

tan event in December, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said
there are a lot of challenges in
providing dual citizenship to Indians
settled abroad. He pointed out that the Overseas
Citizenship of India drive is a step towards
meeting the demand and added that the debate
on dual citizenship is “still alive™. Is India open
to the idea of dual citizenship? Amitabh Mattoo
and Vivek Katju discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Kallol
Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts:

Do you think dual citizenship for diasporic
Indians could become a reality?

Vivek Katju: First, let me distinguish between
NRIs living abroad and People of Indian Origin
(P10). NRIs, or Non-Resident Indians, are Indian
nationals who hold Indian passports. They have
all the rights that accrue to Indian nationals. The
only thing they cannot exercise abroad is the
right to vote, though | believe arrangements
were made at some stage for NRIS to register
themselves in the missions so they could vote in
their place of entitlement. PIOs are not Indian
nationals, quite clearly, and therefore they do
not have political rights. At one stage, the
government had given expanded economic
facilities to P10s, and later, what was called a PIO
card was converted into an Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) card. Now, I never understood the
reason for this change in designation, as the OCI
card does not confer on any person of Indian
origin, any additional facilities, or any rights
which the PIO card did not already possess.
Citizenship essentially has political attributes. If
you are a citizen, you have the full right to
participate in the political process of the
country. A non-citizen does not have that right.
So, the word “citizen” is extremely confusing
and, in my opinion, it should be avoided as it
creates a misleading impression.

Minister Jaishankar’s remarks have opened
up an issue that has unresolved contours.
Professor Mattoo, what are your thoughts
about granting dual citizenship rights to
people of Indian origin living abroad?

Amitabh Mattoo: | think Mr. Jaishankar must
have made an off-the-cuff remark. It cannot be a
serious question to be debated at this point in
India that certain people or a class of people
who are no longer Indian citizens, or who either
gave up Indian citizenship or never were Indian
citizens, will be given additional citizenship of
India. If you look back at the Constitution of
India, Part II deals with this section on

Inthe U.S., you cannot become a President unless you are born in the territory
of the country. REUTERS

citizenship. Article 5 of the Constitution defines
who is a citizen of India, either by birth, by
parentage, or by acquiring it after having
remained a resident in India. There is also a
distinction between being a domicile and being
a citizen. You may be domiciled in India and yet
not be a citizen. This was determined by the
Supreme Court in D.P. Joshi v State of Madhya
Bharat in 1955. The only major amendment to
the Citizenship Act came in 2019, with the
Citizenship Amendment Act. Then there was a
fast-track process for minorities from certain
neighbourhood countries to be allowed to take
Indian citizenship. I don’t think it can really be a
serious, substantive question to allow people to
have citizenship of both India and another
country because that would confer political
rights. In other words, citizens of the U.S., UK.,
or Australia, for example, would not only have
political loyalty to those countries but also the
right to vote in India. That, frankly, for me is an
extremely dangerous idea. As an Indian citizen, |
would not be willing to give political rights to
anyone with divided loyalties. Because after all,
dual citizenship means that you have divided
loyalties.

We are not ready to have dual citizenship in
this country after just 75 years. | am not
xenophobic, I am a person who has grown up
with an idea of global citizenship in a larger
sense. But in terms of which political
dispensation will govern India, I am not willing
to share that right with anyone who has but
100% political loyalty to India. Personally, I had
the option of acquiring Australian citizenship,
and the only reason I did not take it was that it
would mean relinquishing Indian citizenship.

The i ing Trump presidency has several
Indian-origin people, as well as

I believe it is the democratic right of every
Indian to choose the citizenship of another
country and relinquish Indian citizenship.
But they cannot say I will acquire the
citizenship of another country, participate in
its political process, and still hold on to
political rights in India

VIVEK KATJU

first-generation Indian immigrants, who will
hold public office. Do you think that for
certain communities and certain kinds of
workers who are employable globally, the
idea of citizenship requires some degree of
flexibility?

VK: No. You cannot have divided loyalties. You
are either a citizen of India, which is in full
rights, political rights, economic rights, etc, or
you are not.

You mentioned that in the U.S., there are
people of Indian origin who are holding, who
have, and who will be holding the office. I think
six persons of Indian origin have been elected to
the House of Representatives this time. Let us
not forget that they are American citizens. The
Indian systems and law demand that the
moment you acquire the nationality of another
country, you relinquish India’s nationality,
which means that you do not have political
rights anymore.

I believe it is the democratic right of every
Indian to choose the citizenship of another
country and relinquish Indian citizenship. But
they cannot say I will acquire the citizenship of
another country, participate in its political
process, and still hold on to political rights in
India. Now I know that some other countries
allow that, but I must confess I have very
orthodox views on this. The international
system is a system of states.

AM: | completely endorse Mr. Katju's remarks.
We cannot, for the sake of populism or to attract
foreign investment, create what the Marxists
used to call a “comprador” class — a class of
people who will act as foreign agents in India.
You give them the right to vote and to elect
members of Parliament and Legislative
Assemblies, that is a sure way of recolonising
India.

But if you open this Pandora’s box by
allowing even a single citizen of another country
to have dual citizenship in India, it would be
deeply dangerous and subversive. There are
situations where people who have decided to
make India their home have relinquished earlier

citizenship and become citizens of India. Mirra
Alfassa, known as The Mother, whose work
inspired many and who founded the Aurobindo
Ashram in Puducherry, became an Indian
citizen despite earlier campaigning for dual
citizenship. Similarly, Mother Teresa became an
Indian citizen, and economist Jean Dréze, |
believe, relinquished his Belgian citizenship and
became an Indian citizen. In the U.S., which
might seem more flexible, the fact is that you
cannot become a President unless you are born
in the territory of the U.S. Even Elon Musk,
despite all his championing of Donald Trump,
can never aspire to be President because he was
born in South Africa. So, some laws are much
more rigid.

Is the issue being propped by populism?

AM: | hope not, because I have great regard for
the External Affairs Minister, so | am sure he is
not doing it for populist reasons. The diaspora
has a great role to play but not as dual citizens.
You have the diaspora playing a role in
cementing bilateral relations with the U.S. The
hugely successful Indian diaspora in the U.S.
often acts as a rallying point for leaders’ visits
there, and similarly in other countries. The first
Indian diaspora of indentured labourer that
went into the Caribbean may not have been as
successful in material terms as this new wave of
diaspora. But, as I said, they can cement
bilateral ties and help attract investment from
abroad.

As in the case of Microsoft, Satya Nadella has
promised investment in artificial intelligence.
That is all for the good of the nation. However,
the question really is whether this diaspora
could become a Frankenstein monster. While its
role may appear benign and a source of great
good, you may suddenly empower it to the point
where it decides who is going to be your next
leader. That is where I think there has to be a
lakshman rekha. You need to maintain a clear
line between the useful role played by the
diaspora and its crossing the boundaries. I am
not willing to let any Satya Nadella or Vivek
Ramaswamy or any person of Indian origin who
may just acquire Indian citizenship for
instrumental reasons while retaining their
American or other citizenship decide my
political future. T am an Indian citizen, and I vote
for my future along with other Indian citizens
who do not have any other loyalties to any other
country.

To listen to the full interview

E Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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Is India open to the idea of dual citizenship?

FIT AR A AFRFAT F R & fa ger 82

Dual Citizenship for Indians Settled Abroad
fader F 9@ st F v gdfivefr amrfewar

At an event in December, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said there are many
challenges in providing dual citizenship to Indians settled abroad.

RER T v I #, Ay & . Faee o w1 & Qe & a8 dRdAr =
cAel AERedr &t & S getfaar 1

He pointed out that the Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) drive is a step towards
meeting the demand and added that the debate on dual citizenship is “still alive.”

3ogiel 4§ o &gl foh @ &7 adlter RAfRs=faT (ocl) e Aer & qu ww
T ferr 7 v FeH § 3R e Ig o ST TR c@ruai AeTRear 9 Sgd “37efr oY
Shfaa” g1

The conversation on whether India is open to the idea of dual citizenship is addressed

by Amitabh Mattoo and Vivek Katju in a discussion moderated by Kallol
Bhattacherjee.

T R ST ANTRHT & faaR & fav el 8, 38 R ==t aiffamsr #eg 3ik
fad% FTco o Fedlar A gl Halfad Hag H & gl

Vivek Katju on Dual Citizenship
fad® Free] edigaiar aeRear w

Vivek Katju distinguishes between NRIs (Non-Resident Indians) and People of Indian
Origin (PIO).
fad% @es o1 NRIs (R-fAarlt s 3tk s 7 & @hr (PIO) & & 3R

AT

NRIs are Indian nationals holding Indian passports and have all rights except the right
to vote abroad.

NRIs #RAT AR &, foleter i AR qri9E giar & 3R 399 o g3fr 31
ga & o ey & Adee 3Rs R &)

P1Os are not Indian nationals, and they do not have political rights. The PIO card was
later converted into an OCI card.

PIOs ARAT ARTRS =187 8id, 3 3% 9 Jelellide TUHR el gid| PIO T8 15

HOCI®EH Feor AT

The OCI card does not provide additional rights or facilities that the PIO card did not
already offer.

OCI 18 #18 HfaRerd 3fUsr ar giyerd #&F ar, s 9 PIO F18 & w761 A
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Citizenship has political attributes, and a non-citizen cannot participate in the country's
political process.

ARREFAT & TSTeiiicieh 0T 8id &, 3R Teh IR-ATTRF 2T T Asteiiicien gfshar # mr
STET o HehdT|
Minister Jaishankar’s remarks opened up an issue with unresolved contours.

#Al S A Roqolt A vk W Heg F HHA o1, ST FAE FAE g3 &

Amitabh Mattoo’s Thoughts on Dual Citizenship
A Agg & AR gdivefia aeiear ®

Amitabh Mattoo believes that Jaishankar’s remark was an off-the-cuff statement and
not a serious question for debate.

AT AT AT § o TS i Roqoft ve Iraeiad a3 O 3R I8 T59 &
fore a7af Tarer =gt |

According to the Indian Constitution, Article 5 defines who is a citizen of India and
outlines the process of acquiring citizenship.

AT WU & 3ER, 4RI 5 Jg IRANT FIA 8 1o 8T &1 a0 Hlf § 3R
ARTREAT YT hlel T Uiehar & FeTRT T g1

There is a distinction between domicile and citizenship, as decided by the Supreme
Court in D.P. Joshi v. State of Madhya Bharat (1955).

frare Tuer 3k aeRear & fiw v A, S & gl FIE S fd el g T
R = (1955) #F 0T foram o)

The Citizenship Amendment Act (2019) was a significant amendment allowing
minorities from neighboring countries to acquire Indian citizenship.

ARTRST Feltter fafaasr (2019) v Agcaqet H2we ot s dgad TSl gaft &
ICTHEIHT I HNAT ARIREGAT Ao FLe AT AT & TS|

Allowing dual citizenship could grant political rights, such as the right to vote in India,
which is seen as a dangerous idea.

gAY ATRHAr AT AT &7 & Tarehfas JfUsR AT @ §, S8 & o #

Ade &1 A0SR, TF v @R RER AT ST 8

Divided loyalties could arise if citizens of countries like the US, UK, or Australia also
had the right to vote in India.

3R ARG, T, I7 AT S ST & AR T AR H # AdGT &1 JFR
giar, ot fasnfora farsat 3cueet 8 Hench |

Dual Citizenship Debate: Loyalty and Rights
cduahy aeReEar w sgw: faser sk sfawR

India is not ready for dual citizenship after just 75 years of independence.

HRA Shael 75 T8f & FaAFAT & &G GAUENT AR & TIT AR 76T &
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The speaker emphasizes that they are not xenophobic but believe in a global
citizenship in a broader sense.

gFdT Ig TASe ad ¢ for o el Qe a7 €, sfeer s eamor & dRaw
ANTREaT & g @ g1

However, when it comes to who will govern India, the speaker is not willing to share
political rights with anyone other than those with 100% political loyalty to India.

gTelifch, ST ST HRA & ATHRN T Tl g, df IFaT ol iR & T Toisiifaen
HRFR A= a7 FF R AL & A 37 et & ot 100% Tias fsar
R & 9fa g

The speaker personally had the option of acquiring Australian citizenship, but did not
take it because it would require relinquishing Indian citizenship.

IFAT & T ITFAId & & AEe A ATrREdr ured aar &1 Qe o1, afheT
3egiel 5O AU 77 forr Fife saer Adee a1 AT ARRE AT oSl

With the incoming Trump presidency, several Indian-origin people and first-generation
Indian immigrants will hold public office.

FT Teeafd UG A & HIY, 5 ARAT FA & @ler 3R ggel N & AR
Tyardt Aastfed qef W g

The question is whether certain communities or workers who are employable globally
require some degree of flexibility in the idea of citizenship.

Ig FaTel 35T & foh &1 $o FHEMET I1 SRS H, S 3R R o AR
Qg §, ARRGAT & R & Ho Fdiarae H Jaegehd g

Vivek Katju's Response on Citizenship

faas Fresy A1 Ffafshar ARRE AT W

Vivek Katju strongly opposes the idea of divided loyalties. He asserts that one must
either be a full citizen of India with all political and economic rights or not be a citizen
at all.

s Freo Ao fsaTs PR T AT AT I e A Fga § Far ar
IS R I GUT AR glaT =1y, T el Toreiifas AR anfde sfaer anfae
g, a1 T ag aArRe w81 gl a1fev|

He mentions that Indian law requires individuals who acquire another country's
nationality to relinquish Indian nationality, which means losing political rights in India.

q Jd1d § o HRCAT FTefet & AR, ST eaferd el 30 &or & AmETReAdr ared
HTUHR G|

He acknowledges that it is the democratic right of every Indian to choose citizenship of
another country, but they cannot retain political rights in India while participating in
another country's political process.

3 AT § & I8 & ARAT FT dlediiae IWERE & ag fmdr 377 g &r
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ARG el Aeh, Afched I g RN T Iefehfcrer gfshar & #19T o gU R &
TSreifas HIUFR & T Tl |

Although some countries allow dual citizenship, Vivek Katju admits to holding orthodox
views on this issue.

gTelih $T 4 gduald ARG 1 IgAfa & &, fds Fieo( 39 Hag W IRIRS
tiesor T@a £
The international system is a system of states, and dividing loyalties is problematic for
national integrity.

TRTSERT YUTTell Teh TAT Y YorrelY &, 3R fAsar3it &1 fqsnsa asdr 3r@sdar &

T GHATEAT 3ol LT Bl

Amitabh Mattoo on Dual Citizenship
FfAa A gavsiiT APREar W

RN

Amitabh Mattoo completely endorses Vivek Katju’s remarks and warns against
creating a "comprador class" for the sake of populism or foreign investment.

FfRanr 7eg Qf R A s Fres At Regoft &1 F@der axd € 3R drgfesa @

RGN

el fAaer & v "gises T S @ Jdrde e 2

Giving dual citizenship would allow people to vote and elect members to Parliament and
Legislative Assemblies, which could lead to recolonization of India.

cAuely ARTRAT & & @9l 1 wwe AR Rurd Rureasn & deedt i gaa 3R
AT el AT ITABR AT Fehcl §, Sl R o YoT: 3UTAQfHIOT b7 HROT Ff
b gl

Dual Citizenship and its Potential Risks

st AR 3R sad R AR

Allowing even a single citizen of another country to have dual citizenship in India
would be dangerous and subversive.

GHX O & U ANIRE $ H AR 7 gduafir aniedr &7 § I8 @awes AR
fsrerardY ghem|

Mirra Alfassa (The Mother), Mother Teresa, and Jean Dréze became Indian citizens
despite their earlier campaigning for dual citizenship.

HART IeHMET (€ FAY), AGY /T, IR AT 37 o gdualiy AFTREar & o gger
A Tl & dTaole HRAT ARTRE 5|

The U.S. has rigid laws: you cannot become President unless you are born in the U.S.,
even if you are a prominent figure like Elon Musk.

Z.UH. & I FHOR Flefel & 3T AUl oLl &1 Hehdl, SIS deh 39 Z,UH. H STed
el &, Aol B Y U YHW AfFd S ToleT A &
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There is a concern that the idea of dual citizenship could be driven by populism.

$H 919 & X & [ gavafr arerfear 1 fTaR asfar fr 3R & 9Rd g Ghdr &

Amitabh Mattoo on the Role of Diaspora

HAATH AT YA FHET AT AFT W

Amitabh Mattoo hopes the External Affairs Minister is not advocating for dual
citizenship for populist reasons.

3fAanr Aeg 3men Fd § & kel Awral & wf A FRol @ gdual Aeriear
& GAST AT N W o

The Indian diaspora plays a significant role in strengthening bilateral relations and
attracting foreign investment but should not hold dual citizenship.

AR vart §E gfavefia waul 1 FAogd e 3K Rl P smiia &= &
Fgcaqul {fAHT AT §, dfdheT 3¢ qauafar amerReran w167 gl =nfeu|

The Indian diaspora in the U.S. acts as a rallying point for leaders' visits, aiding in
diplomatic and economic ties.

7,0, # 0 yarht ToEr Adnst ¥ dR F Ov ww iR RigF w7 F F aar g
St Feaifas 3R s Feut F Aag R

There are concerns that the diaspora, if empowered too much, could decide the
country's political future, which would be harmful.

Ig Tar & & afe yardh geeT &1 icgf®e HfUaR f&ar Jran g, o 98 & &
TSTelifaeh dfasT &1 Aok of Fehar g, St glfeiehReh gram|

There must be a clear boundary between the useful role of the diaspora and their
overreach in politics.

Jarely FHE HT 3TN §{fAF IR T # 3o S AT & T T Tase
T gl wifge|

Amitabh Mattoo states that he is not willing to let any person with divided loyalties, like
Satya Nadella or Vivek Ramaswamy, decide his political future.

HAAT AT Ig Fed & & I Thel 0 afed &1, S8 @eF d3er a1 faas yaeam,
Y AT ToTeilicien $fasFarof o faoty o &1 gt et &3, [Sierhr fosare
fasnfara g1

He emphasizes that as an Indian citizen, he votes for his future along with others who
have no loyalty to any other country.

3 Ig TS A ¢ F U ARAT ARRSE & &7 H, I 394 Afasy & AT AdeT &=a
g, Ty & 3 3T ARIRST & Y STy fhaY 3 ¢ & Ufa S fasar 7gT 2
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Silent waters, hidden catch

=IGS Paper lll: Fishing
/ Method

¥

Fishermen holding harpoons, covered under blankets, wait in their boats to catch fish using a unique technique called Tchay-e-gard shikar (shadow fishing) on the frozen waters
of the Anchar Lake in Srinagar, on Thursday. Every winter, from December 21 to April 30, the Kashmiri fishermen use this method of camouflaging their presence to lure the fish
into a trap with the help of reeds and shock waves by beating the water. IMRAN NISSAR
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Decoding India’s growth slowdown

The official diminution of India’s projected GDP growth rate may still be an underestimation of the extent of economic slowdown. The revenue mobilisation

strategy needs to be reworked to enhance taxation on wealth and profits in order to enhance capex and welfare spending

S Paper lll: Economics

ECONOMIC NOTES

Prasenjit Bose
Soumyadeep Biswas

he first advance estimates of

India’s Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) in 2024-25, released by

the National Statistics Office
(NSO) this week, shows a decline in the
real GDP growth rate to 6.4% from 8.2%
registered in 2023-24. This is lower than
the 6.5 to 7% range projected by the
Economic Survey in July 2024. The
growth rate of nominal GDP, which is the
sum of the real GDP growth rate and the
overall inflation rate, is estimated at 9.7%
in 2024-25 - significantly lower than the
10.5% growth rate projected in the last
Union Budget.

Data discrepancies
The official diminution of India’s
projected GDP growth rate may still be an
underestimation of the extent of
economic slowdown. Academics and
institutional experts have consistently
pointed out serious defects in the official
GDP estimates, with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) recommending an
upgrade of the real sector statistics. An
“Informational Annex™ to the 2023 IMF
Staff consultation report on India had
inter alia noted that, *...the compilation
of constant price GDP deviate from the
conceptual requirements of the national
accounts, in part due to the use of the
Wholesale Price Index (WPD) as a deflator
for many economic activities. The
appropriate price to deflate GDP by type
ofactivity is the Producer Price Index
(PPI), which is under development. Large
revisions to historical series, the relatively
short time span of the revised series,
major discrepancies between GDP by
activity and GDP by expenditure, and the
lack of official seasonally-adjusted
quarterly GDP series complicate analysis.
Together, these weaknesses make it
challenging to monitor high frequency
trends in India’s economy through official
statistics, particularly from the demand
side” The estimation of real or constant
price GDP requires the use of a GDP
deflator to estimate values of GDP
components in constant prices. The GDP
deflator being used in India’s official
estimates is a weighted average of
wholesale and retail price indices. The
Wholesale Price Index (WPD), 2011-12
series has shown high volatility over the
past decade, leading to inexplicably large
divergences between the WPl and CPI
inflation rates (Chart 1). This has had
serious implications for the accuracy of
the GDP deflator and real GDP estimates.
For instance, the nominal GDP growth
rate was estimated at 14.2% in 202223 and
9.6% in 2023-24, which indicated a sharp
decline in growth. However, the real GDP
growth rate was estimated to have grown
from 7.0% to 8.2%, indicating growth
acceleration. This implied that the GDP
deflator was only 1.4% in 2023-24, even as
retail inflation was at 5.4%, because the
WPl inflation rate was estimated to have
fallen from a high of 9.4% in 202223 toa
negative of -0.7% in 2023-24. In short,
because of high volatility in the WPL, the
nominal GDP estimate showed a growth
deceleration in 2023-24 but the real GDP
estimate reflected growth acceleration.
Such anomalous and confounding data on
macroeconomic fundamentals invariably
lead to delusions and policy errors.

Elusive private investment

Tabled a day ahead of the Union Budget
last July, the Economic Survey 2023-24
had taken comfort in the 8.2% growth in

Economic blues

From 2022-23 to 2024-25, real GDP and investment have grown at an annual average rate of 7.2% each and private consumption at 6%, Post-pandenmic,
there has been one percentage point increase in the annual average growth rate of real investment. Therefore, there is absolutely no indication of any
structural break in the investment behaviour of the private corporate sector so far under the 11 years of NDA rule
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Table 1: Union Government's accounts: revenue and expenditure heads at the end of November 2023 and 2024

Centre's non-tax revenue |

Capital

| Revenue

nce Estimates of GDP for 2024-25.

real GDP and indicated a vigorous
expansion of investment by the
private-sector. Yet, the Chief Economic
Advisor had asked whether the corporate
sector responded positively to the tax cuts
of September 2019, and complained
about sluggish corporate investments in
machinery and equipment and
intellectual property products. He
criticised the disproportionate allocation
of gross fixed capital formation
(investment) in the private sector to
“dwellings, other buildings and
structures” as an unhealthy mix.
Throwing such caution to the wind, the
Union Budget relied entirely on a revival
of the private corporate capex cycle to
announce the ‘Prime Minister’s Package
for Employment and Skilling” with an
outlay of 22 trillion, aimed at benefiting 41
million youth over a five-year-period. The
employment linked incentive/subsidy
scheme and the internship programme
for one crore youth in five years, were
premised on the expectation of massive
job creation, consequent to an
acceleration of private corporate

investment. The fiscal consolidation
roadmap, whereby the fiscal deficit was
projected to decline from 5.6% of GDP in
2023-24, to 4.9% in 2024-25 and 4.5% in
202526, was also announced with the
budgetary expectation of the private
sector taking a lead in the capital
formation process. However, the latest
GDP estimates have shown a significant
decline in the growth of real gross fixed
capital formation from 9% in 202324 t0
6.4% in 2024-25. A longer view of India’s
growth trajectory over the past decade,
even on the basis of exaggerated official
national account estimates, shows the
irrationality of official expectations.
During the 10 years of the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) rule, between
2004-05 and 2013-14, the average annual
growth of real GDP was at 6.8%,
investment 10% and private consumption
6% (Chart 1). Between the onset of the
present regime till the outbreak of the
pandemic, that is, between 2014-15 and
2019-20, real GDP grew at an annual
average rate of 6.8% (exactly similar to
UPA), but real investment growth fell to

| 202425 | \ 3 25| |
Budget estimates (BE) (Tcrore) | 23,30,531 5,83,499 3,00,550 5,45,701 10,00,961 11,11,111 35,02,136 37,00,401
April to November (fcrore) 14,35,755 14,43,435 2,84,365 4,27,020 5,85,645 5,13,500 I 20,66,522 22,27,502
% of Budget estimate
(Aril to November) 6L6 55.9 943 783 585 46.2 53.0 60.1
% of Budget estimate
(April ta March] 99.8 na. 1332 n.a. } 948 na. 99.76 | n.a

Source: Controller General of Accounts [CGA), Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, Government ofindia, NSO, MaS&PI, Gol; DPIT, MoC&l, National Accounts Statistics 2024 &

6.3% while private consumption growth
increased to 6.8%. Thus, economic
growth under NDA was not investment
led, as was the case under UPA.

Moreover, during the UPA peried, real
growth in private investment was over
10%, above the growth of public sector
investment at around 9% (Chart 2). Under
NDA rule, till the pandemic, public
investment in real terms grew faster at an
average of 6.6% per year, than private
investment which grew by 6.3%.

Investment, consumption and output
had collapsed in 2020-21 owing to the
lockdown induced recession. The
recovery in 2021-22 was indeed led by
private investment, but the spikes in the
growth rates of investment, consumption
and output were on account of base effect
— it was simply a return to normaley after
the collapse in the preceding year. From
2022-23 to 2024-25, real GDP and
investment have grown at an annual
average rate of 7.2% each and private
consumption at 6%. Post-pandemic there
has been one percentage point increase in
the annual average growth rate of real

investment, and 0.8 percentage point
decline in the annual average growth rate
of private consumption.

Therefore, there is absolutely no
indication of any structural break in the
investment behaviour of the private
corporate sector so far under the 11 years
of NDA rule. The deep corporate tax cuts
in September 2019 have failed to spur
capital formation and real economic
activity; rather it has only helped a short
lived spurt in corporate earnings and
fuelled a post-pandemic bubble in the
equity market. In contrast, the advent of
the UPA regime had led to a real
investment and exports boom between
2004-05 till the financial crisis and global
recession of 2008-09, which was
facilitated both by a massive increase in
industrial bank credit and significant
foreign capital inflows. A similar private
investment led boom has remained
elusive under the NDA regime.

This testifies to the forgotten truth of
political economy, that supposedly
business friendly governments can deliver
much wealth and profits for their cronies
but are incapable of bringing about
economy-wide structural changes and
COMMON prosperity.

Fiscal strains

The more reliable supply side data on the
Indian economy reflects a more sober
picture of economic recovery since the
pandemic and the nature of the
slowdown that has set in. Quarterly Gross
Value Added (GVA) growth ona
year-on-year basis has been on a
downward slide since 2023-24 (Chart 3).
The agriculture sector continues to show
cyclical fluctuations. After showing
double-digit growth in the two quarters of
2023-24, the growth rate of
manufacturing GVA has been ona
downslide. Slowdown is visible not only
in the mining, power and construction
sectors but also in services like retail
trade, transport, communications,
finance and real estate.

The only sector where GVA is projected
to grow at a higher pace in 2024-25 than
the previous year is public
administration, defence and other
services. This shows the crucial role of
public spending in sustaining economic

in the Indian economy. In this
context, the monthly accounts of the
Union Government further indicate that
crucial revenue and expenditure targets
set in the last Union Budget are likely to
remain unachieved. While the windfall of
a ¥2.11 trillion surplus transfer from the
Reserve Bank of India has enabled the
Union Government to mobilise over 78%
of its non-tax revenue target for 2024-25
by November 2024, mobilisation of the
Centre’s net tax revenues between April
to November 2024 was only 56% of the
budgetary target of ¥25.83 trillion (Table
1). This has led to spending less than half
of the 11111 trillion, budgeted as capex for
2024-25 till November 2024,

It is clear that economic slowdown has
disrupted budgetary plans by slowing
down tax revenue growth. Adhering to
the fiscal consolidation path would imply
a squeeze on public spending, including
capital expenditure, which in turn would
further aggravate the slowdown.
Jettisoning fiscal rectitude altogether is
also not feasible, given the already
elevated levels of public debt and interest
payments. The only way out appears to
be a reworking of the revenue
mobilisation strategy by enhancing
taxation on wealth and profits in order to
enhance capex and welfare spending.

Prasenjit Bose is an economist and
activist. Soumyadeep Biswas is a data
analyst at CPERD Pvt. Ltd.
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Decoding India’s growth slowdown

HRT 61 AP 7D 1 GHASEAT

The official diminution of India’s projected GDP growth rate may still
be an underestimation of the extent of economic slowdown. The
revenue mobilisation strategy needs to be reworked to enhance
taxation on wealth and proe ts in order to enhance capex and welfare
spending

R A Iegfaa SNEd qeftr ax & e walt aoht sft anfdie A
AT FT FA el § Tl ¢ TN AT 3N FAT ST F TG
F AT gor 3R FAd W FUE qo F AT ToFd Jem Ay W

W R & F7 F A WA

India’s GDP Growth and Data Discrepancies

aRa #r SE gefer ik e srweraant

e The first advance estimates of India’s GDP for 2024-25 show a decline in the real
GDP growth rate to 6.4% from 8.2% in 2023-24.

HRA & 2024-25 & T ggelt AT egaAmal & 3TaR areafas A gefer &78.2%
T g 6.4% & I8 g, Sir 2023-24 F |

e The 6.4% growth is lower than the 6.5% to 7% range projected in the Economic
Survey in July 2024.

6.4% JEfU TE 6.5% W 7% FT AT A A B, S Jar$ 2024 A 3fdF wfaror cany
IeTATIAT AT

e Nominal GDP growth is estimated at 9.7% in 2024-25, significantly lower than the
10.5% projected in the last Union Budget.

ATHATT S gEfer o1 37TAT 2024-25 7 9.7% &, S o ¥ qoie & AT
10.5% & I e g

Data Discrepancies and Challenges

3T FEITaare AR galfear

e There are serious defects in the official GDP estimates, and the IMF has
recommended an upgrade of the real sector statistics.

3o St repamat 7 it alw €, 3R ISTATE o areafasw &7 & hgi A
39AT el T ABIRE F B
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The IMF 2023 report highlighted issues with the use of WPI as a deflator for many
economic activities instead of the Producer Price Index (PPI).

IETATE 2023 NUE & 3 3 afafafoat F v Brder s 7 & WPIF 3uaier

# FAEIV 3R &I, STdih T STl 3cules Hed gaaia (PPI) gl
WPI has shown high volatility over the past decade, leading to discrepancies between
the WPI and CPI inflation rates.

WPI % o gere H 3oa 3rfeuar fears g, s &Ror WPl 3R CPI #gamg i &
T HEIAAN TS B

The official GDP deflator and real GDP estimates are significantly impacted due to
discrepancies in the WPI and CPI.

TR gt Bwee 3R arafas HEd gt o WPI 3R CPI# 3reercdrsit

¥ HRUT AT GHT 9T B

For instance, the nominal GDP growth rate was estimated at 14.2% in 2022-23 and
9.6% in 2023-24, indicating a decline in growth, but the real GDP growth rate was
estimated to have grown from 7.0% to 8.2%, indicating growth acceleration.

3CTEX0T & fou, amaAr P geftr e T A 2022-23 F 14.2% 3R 2023-24 F
9.6% AT, ST gef&r & FIRTae & gafdr g, ofthet areafds st geftr av or regaATeT
7.0% ¥ 8.2% & I JEIT & ®T H T, Sf oA A I F gefar g

These discrepancies show that the GDP deflator was only 1.4% in 2023-24, even as
retail inflation was at 5.4% due to WPI inflation dropping from 9.4% in 2022-23 to -
0.7% in 2023-24.

IE IHIAATY g2t & 6 2023-24 & SEdY Brelex shadl 1.4% T, ST dh AGIME

9.4% @ 2022-23 H TTHT -0.7% 2023-24 7 g1 715 AT, fohT ot Gar Hgams 5.4% |

The high volatility in the WPI resulted in the nominal GDP estimate showing a growth
deceleration in 2023-24, but the real GDP estimate reflected growth acceleration.

WPI # 3= PRl & HROT 2023-24 H AHATT SN 36AT o gafer F 7 fears,
STafeh aEdfaes S AT o gefer & ash fears|
Such anomalous data lead to delusions and policy errors.

0 BT e aw 3R AfY A Tafaa) F1 FROT 99 &

Elusive Private Investment

FfeR fash fader

The Economic Survey 2023-24, released ahead of the Union Budget in July 2023,
had shown an 8.2% growth in real GDP and indicated a vigorous expansion of private-
sector investment.

anfde |Jator 2023-24, S 2023 JATE H G I A Tg AR hAT AT AT, A
areafa® S 3 8.29 qefr R@ms 1 ofr 3y @eh & & foder & 39 &7 dad
T arar |
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e However, the Chief Economic Advisor had questioned whether the corporate sector
responded positively to the tax cuts of September 2019 and expressed concerns about
sluggish investments in machinery, equipment, and intellectual property products.

glellleh, AET HTAF FAGFR o Tg HaTo 3011 AT & Far HraRe &7 o fdew 2019
& F Feldl FT GHRIcHAS &7 & Sard f&ar a1 3R 7eferd, suetor, 3R digfoe aqfa
3crel 7 gEd foder 9 ffar sgera @ o

e The Union Budget relied entirely on the revival of the private corporate capex cycle to

announce the ‘Prime Minister’s Package for Employment and Skilling’ with an outlay
of %2 trillion, aimed at benefiting 41 million youth over a five-year period.

HY FoE F YT HIINE FIFH T% & TAGCUN W QA RE F A a2 gu
geraAEa VR AR Flerer dder H awor 6, e T2 R & 3mded ar 3K
SHT 3ecRd 41 TAfTe Fanait 1 giw Arel & SR reT qgerE 20|

e The employment-linked incentive/subsidy scheme and the internship program for

one crore youth over five years were premised on the expectation of massive job
creation following an acceleration of private corporate investment.

VTIR-HeTeT Mg/ afeast AN 3R FeARNT FEAFH & d6d Th FU3 Jart &
T o et 7 ST AR ForeT 1 3 9 IR &, 5t fosl sidRe f@der
& ol ¥ Seat & aI Y 37 oA

e Thefiscal consolidation roadmap projected the fiscal deficit to decline from 5.6% of

GDP in 2023-24 to 4.9% in 2024-25 and 4.5% in 2025-26, expecting the private sector
to lead in capital formation.

TR FAFT VAT F ARNT €1 1 2023-24 A SEAY FT 5.6% T TR 2024-
25 4.9% 3R 2025-26 H 4.5% Fel & IHeTATT ST, fFa@ foslr av 1 el farstor
# Aigea 1 3G AN

e However, the latest GDP estimates have shown a significant decline in the growth of
real gross fixed capital formation from 9% in 2023-24 to 6.4% in 2024-25.

glelieh, wAdlelcd SHEId AT o aeafas For T GGl fAATor 7 2023-24 % 9% &
TR 2024-25 F 6.4% H Fgcaqol FRrae @ &

e Alonger view of India’s growth trajectory over the past decade shows the irrationality
of official expectations based on exaggerated official national account estimates.

o g # 9Ra A R I W v faEga efSeanior gafar & f& awary
AT & HUR R AfRFT MAFRE AT @1 regarat & ardanait Hir
TGRSl TIC Bl T

e Between 2004-05 and 2013-14, during the UPA rule, the average annual growth of real
GDP was 6.8%, investment was 10%, and private consumption was 6%.

2004-05 ¥ 2013-14 A, UPA AT & SRT= areafas SHEid &1 3idd afds Jefar
6.8% 2, faraer 100% a1 3R fash @ad 6% |

e From 2014-15 to 2019-20, under the current regime, real GDP grew at an annual
average rate of 6.8%, similar to the UPA period, but real investment growth fell to
6.3%, while private consumption growth increased to 6.8%.
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2014-15/ 2019-20 Teh, TAATT AT & T ANt shsrdy & arf¥er 3iaa gefer
6.8% &1, ST UPA 3afr & @A o, difehet aeafds Ader ggfr 6.3% w31 918, Siefsh
st @ua &1 g5f 6.8% 8 TS|

Economic growth under the NDA regime was not investment-led, unlike under UPA,
where real private investment grew over 10%, above the public sector investment
growth of around 9%.

NDA QT & dgd 3Je 9rrg fader 3meamRa agT a1, S9feh UPA & dgd arEdiaes
sl ferder & 10% & 310 Jefr gg o, St wrdeifae &t frder qefr s 3 9% 2|

Under NDA rule, until the pandemic, public investment grew faster in real terms at an
average of 6.6% per year compared to private investment growth of 6.3%.

NDA QT & dgd, #gTHART deh Faalielsd foraer adide &9 & 6.6% fa a¥ v 3ilwa
X & e, s faslt fader gefer 6.3% @

In 2020-21, due to the lockdown-induced recession, investment, consumption, and
output collapsed. The 2021-22 recovery was led by private investment, but the spikes
in growth were due to base effect from the previous year’s collapse.

2020-21 F, Ahs31-IRT FET & HROT @39, @ud, 3R 3cqesT # Rae 31 2021-22
&1 gaAfaator sl faaer garr Aqea fhar 9w, AfeheT gefar & cugad o av
fIRTac & 3ol IMYR IHTT & HROT I |

From 2022-23 to 2024-25, real GDP and investment grew at an annual average rate of
7.2% each, and private consumption at 6%.

2022-23 ® 2024-25 e, aredfas Sy 3R fader & af¥er iraa gefer 7.2% @,
Stafe fasit @aa i gefer 6% el

Post-pandemic, there has been a 1% increase in the annual average growth rate of real
investment, while private consumption growth declined by 0.8%.

HEHARY & TG, aRdfas fader &1 arier e gefr & & 1% Fafdr g3, st fash
9T AT Jeftr & F 0.8% FHY 3|

Investment Behavior Under NDA Rule
NDA i & dgd fader suagr

There is no indication of any structural break in the investment behavior of the private
corporate sector under the 11 years of NDA rule.

NDA e & dgd fasit ®uRe & & A3y ugerR & R st wxgacAs sgaa
HT F§ Thd eI gl
The deep corporate tax cuts in September 2019 have failed to spur capital formation

and real economic activity; instead, it only resulted in a short-lived spurt in corporate
earnings and fueled a post-pandemic bubble in the equity market.

et 2019 # v a0 e FiARe FT Feldt o gl fAaxtor 3 aeafs s
TR I gear a8 T, sfow, 3T g FraRe 3y & /ey 3oTa 3mar 3k
HEANT & dT¢ 3fFadY eI’ & Forqal &l dgrar fAer|
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e In contrast, the UPA regime led to a real investment and exports boom between
2004-05 and the 2008-09 financial crisis.

g faudld, UPA @masT & 2004-05 & ol 2008-09 & AT ¥&he d& adfas e
3R it o qgfer & o

e This boom was facilitated by a massive increase in industrial bank credit and
significant foreign capital inflows.

g 39X ie@fiF dF oA a3 A W gefr 3R FEcaqet el &t yaw @
facilitated §31T am|
¢ Asimilar private investment-led boom has remained elusive under the NDA regime.

NDA M8 & dgd Ush TH sl fAder 3mania 39N 379 d& elusive @ &1

e This highlights the forgotten truth of political economy that business-friendly
governments can deliver wealth and profits for their cronies but are incapable of
bringing about economy-wide structural changes and common prosperity.

T TSedlfcr IrdeqaedT & ol §U Fcd N 3PN HICAT & o AR SR 19
ﬁ%éaﬁf%ﬁvwﬁramamw ar 3cdead X Ghdl &, olfched FAcTTTYT-STdY
TIGATCHS FqaTd 3R AT WG oot 3 gl g

Fiscal Strains

TIRNIT a1 T

e The more reliable supply-side data reflects a more sober picture of the economic
recovery since the pandemic and the nature of the slowdown that has set in.

3t geAfaAtor 1 it faeaasia mqfet gar & 33 JEAN & a1¢ T S
Tqgfaa o gega X § 3R I8 o e § fr Ay &1 wepfar aram B

e Quarterly Gross Value Added (GVA) growth on a year-on-year basis has been on a
downward slide since 2023-24.

FfAF TFH Heq FadT (GVA) Jefrad e a¥ & MUR W 2023-24 & fRrae
3R 9 T ¢

e The agriculture sector continues to show cyclical fluctuations.
FR &9 7 Th 3aR-ag19 S ¢

o After showing double-digit growth in the two quarters of 2023-24, the growth rate of
manufacturing GVA has been on a downslide.

2023-24 % a1 fawAIiRal # ge1$ 3% # gef¥ @ & «Iq, fasor GVA & gefer ax #
fRrae 318 gl

e Slowdown is visible not only in the mining, power, and construction sectors but also
in services like retail trade, transport, communications, finance, and real estate.

HEY Shaol Geoter, Fatt, 3R faATor &=l & & =71, afces e sauR, yRager, w9, fa,

3R R wwee ST Fan3it 7 off Tose B

e The only sector where GVA is projected to grow at a higher pace in 2024-25 than the
previous year is public administration, defence, and other services.
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g ThAT &9 ST6T GVA T geftl aX 2024-25 F ol a¥ & Jofall # 318 gl &r
HHTIAT ¢, 95 ¢ WS Termwe, &, 3R 3= dand|

o This highlights the crucial role of public spending in sustaining economic growth in

India.
% 9Ra # 3w gefr & 9w @ # waefad @9 H Agcaqul RS I 3R
T &l

e The monthly accounts of the Union Government further indicate that crucial revenue
and expenditure targets set in the last Union Budget are likely to remain unachieved.

T EER & AAF G 3R 3&F g § & o 7 Jere A AuiRa Agcaqo

TET 3R T 98 FHaT: HYI T THhA ¢
e The %2.11 trillion surplus transfer from the Reserve Bank of India has enabled the

Union Government to mobilize over 78% of its non-tax revenue target for 2024-25 by
November 2024.

22.11 Rfoasr Hr 3fdy ofy o sircdir Rerd d% @ geaaRa gé,ﬁ#zr IR AT

2024-25 F IR-FT TSET TET H1 78% W ITh daqak 2024 TF el H F&TH FaraT|

 However, mobilisation of the Centre’s net tax revenues between April to November
2024 was only 56% of the budgetary target of ¥25.83 trillion.

glelifeh, 3Tder { AdaY 2024 Teh $g & YEY X AT A HI & haol 25.83
feforaer & So1dT o8 +156% &1 &

e This has led to spending less than half of the ¥11.11 trillion, budgeted as capex for
2024-25 till November 2024.

SHY T11.11 RfAaer 3t 2024-25 & faw Geiera =47 (capex) & & # Soifed o1, 36H
A 2024 dF 3T § HFA @I [hdT 14T gl

e Economic slowdown has disrupted budgetary plans by slowing down tax revenue
growth.

3Teh FHEY o FT ASIET GG I AT I T Arareniait 1 faefed far g

o Adhering to the fiscal consolidation path would imply a squeeze on public spending,
including capital expenditure, which would further aggravate the slowdown.

TR FAFAT AW W ek el 1 A § Wdortars @, foraed geitera @« o
AT &, T FH T, S FHET A 3R Jerwem|

o Jettisoning fiscal rectitude altogether is not feasible, given the already elevated levels
of public debt and interest payments.

TP A F T e ¥ AW Ho7 =lgT ¢, Yoh gl & &1 Wi For
3R ST ST o ER 3% &

e« The only way out appears to be a reworking of the revenue mobilisation strategy by
enhancing taxation on wealth and profits to increase capex and welfare spending.

THATT ITEAT AT el T WA F BT & 1 # o1t ydia g g, Faa aa
IR FATE I FUTT ST AT T 3R FAOHR @ H gefer i 51 doh|
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Ball in govt’s court
on SC/ST creamy
layer, says top court

[GS Paper II: Reservation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice B.R. Gavai on Thurs-
day said the ball was in the
courts of the legislature
and the government to
take a call on whether the
‘creamy layer’ of Sche-
duled Caste (SC) and Sche-
duled Tribe (ST) benefici-
aries of reservation in
education and public ser-
vice must be excluded
from quota benefits.

“We have given our view
that taking into considera-
tion the past 75 years, such
persons who have already
availed benefits and are in
a position to compete with
others, should be excluded
from reservation. But it is a
call to be taken by the exec-
utive and the legislature,”
he observed orally.

The court was hearing a
writ petition filed by San-
tosh Malviya, seeking a di-
rection to the States, de-
partments and public
sector undertakings for
“immediate cessation of
reservation benefits being
extended to the ‘creamy
layer’ within the Sche-
duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes”.

The judge, heading a

Bench including Justice Au-
gustine George Masih, was
referring to a Constitution
Bench judgment of 2024
which had upheld States’
power to make sub-classifi-
cations within the Sche-
duled Castes.

Justice Gavai, who was
part of the sevenjudge
Constitution Bench, in his
separate opinion on Au-
gust 1, 2024, had called for
the need to evolve a un-
ique set of criteria to ex-
clude the ‘creamy layer’
among SCs and STs from
reservation benefits.

“State must evolve a pol-
icy for identifying the crea-
my layer even from the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes so as to
exclude them from the be-
nefit of affirmative action...
the criteria for exclusion of
the creamy layer from SC/
ST for the purpose of affir-
mative action could be dif-
ferent from the criteria as
applicable to the Other
Backward Classes [OBCs],”
the judge had observed.

Justice Gavai’s opinion
had formed the basis for a
push within a majority on
the Constitution Bench to
introduce the creamy layer
principle  for  SC/ST
categories.
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Ball in govt.’s court on SC/ST
creamy layer, says top court

TEE/THEE AT R W g WER
& qror H, i rEraa F Far

Supreme Court Judge’s Opinion on Excluding ‘Creamy
Layer’ from SC/ST Quota

g FIE F e F1 rad/ewe Fe § el R H
T F W R

e Justice B.R. Gavai said that the decision to exclude the
‘creamy layer’ of Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled
Tribes (ST) from reservation benefits should be taken by the
legislature and the government.

rHfd AR, TS T Fr B HEA AIT B AR
sfarat (SC) 3R Iqqfaa Sarenfadt (ST) & 3HR&ToT omer 4
e et 1 A0 Faremerasi 3R &R ant forar Srer
Bl

e He noted that considering the past 75 years, people who
have already availed benefits and can now compete with
others should be excluded from reservation.

ﬁﬁwWﬁ%ﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁr&mﬁwﬁ?,
ST cafeaat o gger & amer fae 3R 39 qE’l & wfaeqe’
FT Thd &, 3o¢ ARETT H d183 fhaAT ST arfgu]

e However, he emphasized that this is a call to be taken by
the executive and legislature.

gToliteh, 3eglel Ig Tuse fhar & I8 Aoty srtnfas 3k
faemeranfereT garr foram S =@nfgel

e The Court was hearing a writ petition filed by Santosh

Malviya, which sought to stop the reservation benefits for the creamy layer within the
SC and ST communities.

HIC A FATAAT AT R Ueh faaR anfareT oX goAars &Y g1 o, fqe# SC 3k ST
FHETAT & ¥R Al QAT AT HRETOT o1y & Uehel T AT 1 1S AT

e Justice Gavai was heading the Bench that included Justice Augustine George Masih.
A aTas, fSerdhr sreastdr # FarHfd A Ster AR o arfder

e The judge referred to a 2024 Constitution Bench judgment that upheld the States’
power to make sub-classifications within the Scheduled Castes.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

A ag 2024 F WU fis & hEe F 3eaw fhar ows st fr afed B
YR et & Hfiax 3u-Feffetor w1 Al & 7% o

o Justice Gavai was also part of the seven-judge Constitution Bench that gave a
separate opinion on August 1, 2024, calling for a unique set of criteria to exclude the
‘creamy layer’ from SC and ST reservation benefits.

A TS Ara-aret # wfauer 9w REar 9, e 1 3rered 2024 F 39T T
ek T A T SC 3R ST 3TRETUT ofret @ It oI &l dgT el & [T T

e[S HAIGIES I HTEATehcll I a1 T 75 AN

o The State should evolve a policy to identify the creamy layer within SCs and STs and
exclude them from affirmative action benefits.

TS & SC 3T ST H A AW 1 ggaT e & fow e Aifa @ s afge
3R 3% TPRICA® FRAE F o1 F d8T FLAT AT

o Justice Gavai observed that the criteria for exclusion from SC/ST could be different
from the criteria for Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

AT TGS o g@r & SC/ST &/ a1g el & ToIv #AIEs 3 Redt snfagt
(OBCs) & HAIES H 37197 & Thd ¢l

o Justice Gavai's opinion was central in forming the basis for the majority opinion on the
Constitution Bench to introduce the creamy layer principle for SC/ST categories.

Al a8 H T afRwe s 7 P PR Reia FF SC/ST At F faw @
Waaﬁvagﬂaa?rwamﬁﬁm%m
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