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Badal completes religious
penance, prays at Akal Takht

el @ YTAS Toer g b,
T d&d I YId=T Hr

! . { Sukhbir Singh Badal's Visit to Akal Takht
GS Paper I:Religion FEdR AT aIae FT I a&d AR

Badal C()mpletes FEIIgl ous o After completing his ‘Tankhah’ (religious

penance, prays at Akal Takht  punishment), former Punjab Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal on Friday offered prayers at

After completing his ‘Tankhah’ (religious the Akal Takht.

punishment), former Punjab Deputy Chief AT T (WS E3) B W He) & &1, I§ ol
Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal on Friday offered . .o °
prayers at the Akal Takht. Mr. Badal arrived at the & 37 ’I@ﬂ_’h W foE e o NEEL HI 3T
Golden Temple with his former Cabinet TJed & grdar $

colleagues amid tight security. He moved in a e Mr. Badal arrived at the Golden Temple with his
wheelchair due to a fracture in his foot. Police former Cabinet colleagues amid tight security.

had since the morning deployed heavy force near R fig Y % FREE N —

the temple complex. Mr. Badal, 62, underwent

the religious punishment pronounced on Faot #AfeT g, STeT el GIaT ol
December 2 by the Akal Takht, highest temporal

body of the Sikhs, for “mistakes” made by his

Shiromani Akali Dal government in the State.
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e He moved in a wheelchair due to a fracture in his foot.
gg 39 W H e & FRUTHEAW A 33 |

e Police had since the morning deployed heavy force near the temple complex.
g & gog ¥ & Al aRTT & 918 FF FR&T deArT i oA

e Mr. Badal, 62, underwent the religious punishment pronounced on December 2 by

the Akal Takht, highest temporal body of the Sikhs, for “mistakes” made by his
Shiromani Akali Dal government in the state.

FEdR fAF dee, 62 a9, 7 2 REaw 1 3/l ded @ Flt e v anfits 3t
o foram, S SoTeht R 3rTell gof TR carT T # v 71w “ararfaal” & fow
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Trump’s return and the South Asia outlook

|GS Paper II: India, US and South Asia |
l n January 2025, Donald Trump will be

sworn-in as the 47th President of the United

States of America. Mr. Trump’s re-election,
and subsequent return to office, have triggered
curiosity and “nervousness” in many countries.
However, in South Asia, he is likely to offer a
distinct continuity. His ideology and foreign
policy goals will continue to push for increased
cooperation, collaboration, and consultation with
India in South Asia even as his leadership style,
decision-making nature, and management of
great power politics will provide new
opportunities and challenges.

Factors in U.S.-India ties
India and the United States have enjoyed an
upward trajectory in their relationship since the
beginning of the millennium. Acknowledging its
leadership in the region, the U.S. even labelled
India as a net-security provider in 2009. The
Biden administration (2021-24) has emulated a
similar outlook. With China’s increasing
aggressiveness and assertiveness, India and the
U.S. have strengthened their engagements and
cooperation in South Asia. Through its
Indo-Pacific strategy, the U.S. wants to
supplement India’s regional leadership to counter
China and maintain the values-based order. Its
cooperation with India on the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) projects in Nepal
and helping Sri Lanka out of its economic crisis,
indicate this growing cooperation. Besides, Mr.
Biden’s passive relations with Pakistan after
withdrawing from Afghanistan helped India and
the U.S. foster a mutual vision for the region.
The relationship has not been free of
dissonance and divergences. New Delhi’s primary
objective of cooperating with the U.S. is to push
back against China and offer alternative
development partnerships. However, the Biden
administration has selectively scrutinised some
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How South
Asian countries
will cope with
the Trump
administration,
even as they
balance China
and India, is yet
to be seen

countries on democracy and human rights under
the pretext of upholding a values-based order and
pushing back China. While India supported the
Sheikh Hasina government in Bangladesh and
pragmatically engaged with Myanmar’s junta, the
U.S. pressured both regimes, including imposing
targeted sanctions. This pressure nudged them
closer to China. Similarly, sanctioning Indian
firms for collaborating with Russia and
accusations of corruption against the Adani
Group has faltered two Indian projects in Sri
Lanka, leaving India to face the brunt and
consequences of the decisions.

There could be less irritants

However, Mr. Trump’s return is likely to assuage
these irritants. As in his first term, Mr. Trump has
continued to hint at burden sharing, reciprocity,
nationalism, and competing against China in his
foreign policy. If Mr. Trump walks the talk, he will
prioritise pushing back against China while giving
less importance to human rights, democracy, and
nation-building. He would also want India to take
the lead in the region while the U.S. would
supplement the same. This would leave less space
for divergences and enhance collaborative
policies between both countries. Another
potential irritant between both countries was
concerning their policies on Afghanistan and
Pakistan. During his first term, Mr. Trump
punished and cooperated with Pakistan and
urged India to take an active role in finding a
sustainable solution in Afghanistan. With the
U.S.’s withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s
little strategic importance, this issue is of little
dissonance now.

During his first term, Mr. Trump promoted
capacity building, development assistance,
defence agreements, and cooperation with the
South Asian countries. This nature of assistance
would continue, given his ambitions to counter

China and supplement India. Mr. Trump’s little
focus on democracy, nation-building, and human
rights (like in his first term) would also benefit Sri
Lanka, where a new government is still looking
for economic assistance and exploring a lasting
solution to the Tamil issue.

This approach could benefit Myanmar and the
Taliban too, although it is unclear to what extent
Washington would like to engage them. However,
Bangladesh, which is undergoing a political
transition under the new regime, will face
challenges and a potential reduction in
assistance.

China and the region

Mr. Trump’s confrontational approach to China
will also put South Asian countries under more
pressure. Given his erratic decisions, Washington
will likely be less tolerant of South Asian
countries’ agency and consistent playing of one
great power against the other. Besides, the
region’s consistent politicisation and ambiguity
over investments, defence cooperation, and
agreements will likely invite more pressure from
the U.S. to seek reciprocity. However, his promise
of bringing peace between Russia and Ukraine
and resolving the crisis in West Asia (if successful)
will help weakened South Asian economies to
overcome their food and fuel inflationary
pressures.

As the world braces for Trump 2.0, South Asia
will not be immune to the broader structural
shifts. Yet, the region is likely to see more
continuity. With India and the U.S. likely to
increase their cooperation in South Asia and
bridge their divergences, Mr. Trump’s ideology,
leadership style, and management of great power
politics will have opportunities and challenges for
the region. How South Asian countries will cope
with the new administration, even as they
balance China and India, is yet to be seen.

Trump’s return and the South Asia outlook
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Donald Trump’s Return to Power

BeiTes €T T a1 A qrIEr

In January 2025, Donald Trump will be sworn-in as the 47th President of the United
States of America.

Fadl 2025 #, SKTEs €U H WgFd Usd FARFT F 473 Usgufd & & 7 vy o
STt |

Mr. Trump’s re-election, and subsequent return to office, have triggered curiosity and
“nervousness” in many countries.

€9 & YoT: o9 3R 38 916 qFR dlead @ &g At # e 3R “Fervousness”
der & 1S 7l

However, in South Asia, he is likely to offer a distinct continuity.

grelifer, f@ror vRIaT &, a8 Uer 37eler ARERaT UGl el Y HHIEAT @ B

His ideology and foreign policy goals will continue to push for increased cooperation,
collaboration, and consultation with India in South Asia even as his leadership style,
decision-making nature, and management of great power politics will provide new
opportunities and challenges.

3ofehr faraRemT 3R faeer AAifd & we gfavor TRIAT A ARA & T F¢ §T TEAT,
AT, 3 WAL i Il W@ F O IR ), Safer 37 Aqgea Ao, oot
fHTOT T yepfd, 3R 997 AP Tl T JaUel A0 HTERT AR AT @l Sedeat
HL|

Factors in U.S.-India ties
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Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

India and the United States have enjoyed an upward trajectory in their relationship
since the beginning of the millennium.

HRe IR TgFd T HANFT & Rl 7 7§ Fgeared 1 3T J FFReAs Jafer W
gl

Acknowledging its leadership in the region, the U.S. even labelled India as a net-
security provider in 2009.

87 A AR & AAcd P FTAPR I G, FART =¥ 2009 # HR T Y& J&Te1 5 T
# RfEaa R

The Biden administration (2021-24) has emulated a similar outlook.

qEST VAT (2021-24) o 3 58 RE T TfSehIuT YA B

With China’s increasing aggressiveness and assertiveness, India and the U.S. have
strengthened their engagements and cooperation in South Asia.

HiT A Fedr rFEHERAT 3R gEeaT F TTY, HRA 3R AR 7 gfaror v A 3
HUF 3R FEAWT H AT fohar g

Through its Indo-Pacific strategy, the U.S. wants to supplement India’s regional
leadership to counter China and maintain the values-based order.
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3el -HAEF IO & AT @, FARFT ARA & 8T Aqged I AT HT FPraen
X IR AeT-3meR qaqedT JAC @S F o FHGT S A B

e lIts cooperation with India on the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) projects in
Nepal and helping Sri Lanka out of its economic crisis, indicate this growing
cooperation.

Aurer H e deisr SR (MCC) IRANSATIT I ARG & AT sq% AT iR
sesT F INAF Fhe T 39RA H A FLAT, SH Tod ST T g2ATaT gl

o Besides, Mr. Biden’s passive relations with Pakistan after withdrawing from
Afghanistan helped India and the U.S. foster a mutual vision for the region.

g% 3Telal, ABIMTATA T IIIHT & §1G a155T & Ifhedd & iy AfSHa gaui
R IR IANFT A &7 F T v qren efehor 99 7 A F

e The relationship has not been free of dissonance and divergences.
Ig Ay et 3R Af¥erast & qwa 78 @ 8

¢« New Delhi’s primary objective of cooperating with the U.S. is to push back against
China and offer alternative development partnerships.

7§ feeh #1 qET 35T AN & Ty FgAT e H7 § oAifh e FT HFTEm
forar 51 @& 3R Awm FeRat & [fdes g e ST @

e However, the Biden administration has selectively scrutinised some countries on
democracy and human rights under the pretext of upholding a values-based order
and pushing back China.

glelieh, ATEST WRATHT o Aldhcld AR ATAATAFRI T & ST T TqATcHT FHlaTm 6 g,

HeT-3TTRT SqGEYT T §A0 T@A 3R et 7 HFISC el & Fglet |

e While India supported the Sheikh Hasina government in Bangladesh and
pragmatically engaged with Myanmar’s junta, the U.S. pressured both regimes,
including imposing targeted sanctions.

STefeh SR o1 Sereireel 3 @ gHIAT THR F1 FoAde fham 3R FAAR A ST a1y
SATEETR T & ST, AN clel TR W gara e, foree afera gfaeer ofr
AT |

e This pressure nudged them closer to China.

g CdId of Jo¢ e & AT U 82T

e Similarly, sanctioning Indian firms for collaborating with Russia and accusations of
corruption against the Adani Group has faltered two Indian projects in Sri Lanka,
leaving India to face the brunt and consequences of the decisions.

SHl e, T & AU HANT el W ARG FIAAT W Fideer 3R 3emelt J9g W
IR & 3RET o st F g AR IRt #F [Jvar s e, fS5ad sIRa i
ot & gROTHAT T AT T TS|

There could be less irritants
FT FATAN &A § T §
e However, Mr. Trump’s return is likely to assuage these irritants.

gTelifeh, €0 Y AT 57 AT Pl HH FIA hI GHTIAT ¢l
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As in his first term, Mr. Trump has continued to hint at burden sharing, reciprocity,
nationalism, and competing against China in his foreign policy.

S T 370 Ugd HIEHIA H, T o 9a fager Aifa 7 R gger Im=m F, IREIRFr,
Trsearg, 3R AT & Were gfaeay’ ael & Tohd QU g1

If Mr. Trump walks the talk, he will prioritise pushing back against China while giving
less importance to human rights, democracy, and nation-building.

R ET A HUAT STl I TEATIehdl H Seoll, dr ag et o1 Hhraoll A I JrAfAhdr
&3, STafer ATaIO®R, dddd, 3R Ise AT FI 7 Agea &9

He would also want India to take the lead in the region while the U.S. would supplement
the same.

IE ARG HT 817 H Adcd T F AT FHga, FTap 3ARPT 37 Fg@er &am|

This would leave less space for divergences and enhance collaborative policies
between both countries.

sy Rffeaanit & v F7 TI ek 3R er i & o arsr Afaal Fr sear
el

Another potential irritant between both countries was concerning their policies on
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

alat ¢af & T ue 3R gHIad GHEIT 369 AHIAMTAEATT 31T IfhEdrT & gt
Afaat s o oY

During his first term, Mr. Trump punished and cooperated with Pakistan and urged
India to take an active role in finding a sustainable solution in Afghanistan.

31U 9gS FRIFT &, €T 3 GIfREAe T &i3d 3R Fgaer Far iR ara @
HBMATATT A Teh TAR FATUTT Wiold H Al AT A hr 3rcier Hl

With the U.S.’s withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s little strategic
importance, this issue is of little dissonance now.

HBINTATATT & ARG AT A 3R AT T FA7 WEHfAF FAgar & Ty, Tg el
319 HH JAGHTA HT HROT §o7 T gl

Trump’s Foreign Policy and South Asia

gq #Y fager sifa ik gf@or ofdrr
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During his first term, Mr. Trump promoted capacity building, development
assistance, defence agreements, and cooperation with the South Asian countries.

39T 9g SIS H, €9 o 77T AT, ey ggraar, 8 gasla, 3R gfdor ofdes
et & Ty AT S derar el

This nature of assistance would continue, given his ambitions to counter China and
supplement India.

$H YR T FETIAT TR 1gaN, Fifeh IoTehl e died &l AT el 3N SR
AT o gl

Mr. Trump’s little focus on democracy, nation-building, and human rights (like in
his first term) would also benefit Sri Lanka, where a new government is still looking for
economic assistance and exploring a lasting solution to the Tamil issue.
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Y HT dAldhdd, Usg A, 3R AFTIER R FA 4= (ST 6 396 98 Fiwa J
o) et 1 o AT TgATCI, STt vh A5 TR e ofr i werarem v emer #
¢ 3R affrer e 1 TR gAT T W@ 2

This approach could benefit Myanmar and the Taliban too, although it is unclear to what
extent Washington would like to engage them.

Wmmﬂﬁ?mﬁmaﬁaﬂm@m%,magwaﬁ%%
aifdierest 3¢ fF &g d& AfAe S agdr gl

However, Bangladesh, which is undergoing a political transition under the new
regime, will face challenges and a potential reduction in assistance.

glelifeh, ARTCATSE, ST T A & g Aseiiasd WHACT ¥ o gl ¢, Toltfaal 3iK
FEIAT # FAY FT ATHAT FHLI|

China and the Region
e 3T &7

Mr. Trump’s confrontational approach to China will also put South Asian countries
under more pressure.

g FT di F ey cwaqor efRewior of gfftor vRes et W 31fere e sroem|

Given his erratic decisions, Washington will likely be less tolerant of South Asian
countries’ agency and consistent playing of one great power against the other.

3oTeh TR Aot & ewa g,mﬁmﬁmza’r‘ﬂw TR gt Fr FaAar i T
31 AfFT & TWTh gl a7 ATFd T AR Wel Welel I FA WgaAedier gram|
Besides, the region’s consistent politicisation and ambiguity over investments,

defence cooperation, and agreements will likely invite more pressure from the U.S. to
seek reciprocity.

% 3TclTar, &7 & faae, Tem Fgaher, 3R gasltal F1 o AR e ifasor iR
rEqsear ¥ AR T IREIRFAT H AT 9¢ T B

However, his promise of bringing peace between Russia and Ukraine and resolving the
crisis in West Asia (if successful) will help weakened South Asian economies to
overcome their food and fuel inflationary pressures.

glenifeh, ¥ 3R It & i anifer ot 3R aReer ol & " A ool (e wver
§3) T 3oTehT JTeT EfaToT URATE FegaEATst 1 Wi 3N Suet Aaehifar gamat @

3R H Heg HLE|

South Asia and the World Order
efayor o 3tk ARTF sgawT
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As the world braces for Trump 2.0, South Asia will not be immune to the broader
structural shifts.

S 8 g eT 2.0 % T GAR E1 @ &, FRRIT TR Sarae FaeTeAd qganal &
genfae =gt g
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e Yet, the region is likely to see more continuity.
oY oY, &7 & 3rftre fadaRar qust &I fAe dandh! &

e« With India and the U.S. likely to increase their cooperation in South Asia and bridge
their divergences, Mr. Trump’s ideology, leadership style, and management of great
power politics will have opportunities and challenges for the region.

AR 31 IARNFT & SfAoT TRAAT 7 319 AT &l Sae 3R 319 RAfAeTarat
Ul & FHIGAT & 1Y, €7 AT FaRYRT, Agea el 3R 981 afed Teiaifa 1 gaerst
& & ToU IraeRt AR FaAtfat sr aree=m aam

¢ How South Asian countries will cope with the new administration, even as they
balance China and India, is yet to be seen.

Zferor TR et A A8 yArafAe cuaTAT & WY FY HGET SO 819N, i 3
et 3 R & I FJold T &, T6 S@eAT qTehT gl
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BeyonJ faith

The interference of the Akal Takht in the
affairs of the Akali Dal is unacceptable

T he Akal Takht, the highest Sikh temporal

seat, has enforced punishment for Shiro-

mani Akali Dal (SAD) leader and former
Punjab Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dal, and colleagues for the alleged mistakes they
committed when they were in power from 2007
to 2017. The punishment has been both religious
and political in nature, which is a disturbing col-
lapse of the essential wall between the two
spheres. Mr. Badal survived an assassination at-
tempt while performing penance at the Golden
Temple, the central place of worship for Sikhs,
on December 4. The Akal Takht’s punishments
for religious misconduct are the accepted norm
for practising Sikhs and, as such, are within the
realm of faith and custom. However, Mr. Badal’s
actions that drew the scrutiny of the Akal Takht
were not strictly about his faith, and at the very
least, overlapped with his political role as Deputy
Chief Minister and beyond. The religious author-
ity also pushed for his ouster as SAD president,
and issued directions to the party to set up a com-
mittee to initiate a membership drive and hold
elections for office-bearers within six months.
The SAD is a registered political party regulated
by the law of the country and the Election Com-
mission of India. That it bends to religious writs is
disconcerting for the polity.

India’s legal framework and constitutional
principles emphasise secularism, which is re-
flected in how political parties are regulated. The
direct intervention of any religious body in polit-
ical decisions and affairs of political parties could
send the wrong signals on adherence to the Con-
stitution’s secular principles. The SAD has been
going through a challenging phase following its
poor electoral run in the 2022 Assembly and
2024 general elections. It has lost its traditional
support base and needs to reimagine its politics
to stay relevant in Punjab. The SAD’s strategy to
revive its fortunes is a return to its pre-1996 ‘pan-
thic* (Sikh) agenda. But this is a tricky route.
There are disturbing signs of a potential revival of
extremism among Sikhs, which will do no good
to the community or the country. There are glo-
bal actors that want to reignite the embers of the
long-dead ‘Khalistan’ movement. The assassina-
tion bid on Mr. Badal yet again revealed the exis-
tence of radical elements willing to resort to vio-
lence. The SAD has had a moderating effect on
the Sikh community, offering its members a plat-
form for their religious and secular concerns. An
effective takeover of the party by the Akal Takht
is harmful for both, and the larger polity.
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Beyond faith
ITEYT d W

The interference of the Akal Takht in the affairs
of the Akali Dal is unacceptable

HETl ST & ATHAT H HRTT d&d FT §EILT
e §

The Akal Takht’s Punishment for Sukhbir Singh Badal
HFTT TEA GaRT @R AE ager A & 718 Fa

. The Akal Takht, the highest Sikh temporal seat, has
enforced punishment for Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leader
Sukhbir Singh Badal, and colleagues for the alleged mistakes
they committed when they were in power from 2007 to 2017.

IHPTd d&d, S @@l 1 98 3T Fifad Fq41 g, o RAAATT
T & (SAD) & e gEER A a1ger 3R 3o @nfdat &t
34 3R rafadi s fow der &, St 3081w 2007 & 2017 a&
e 7§ gU A A

o The punishment has been both religious and political in

nature, which is a disturbing collapse of the essential wall
between the two spheres.

Ig o uTfdAs 3R Terelifa® il R 1 WJ g, ST e & &
& 1 Ageaqel AR F AR &1 dHha & ¢

. Mr. Badal survived an assassination attempt while

performing penance at the Golden Temple, the central place of
worship for Sikhs, on December 4.

A 91T 4 RESR I FTaoT ART & yafdad v gAY T g
g O &9 9T, S Al & Gl o1 HET T g

. The Akal Takht’s punishments for religious misconduct
are the accepted norm for practising Sikhs and, as such, are
within the realm of faith and custom.

T d&d T o1 i+ FeER & fov [Er & T AT
A § 3R 30 9R A AT IR WRI & gRY & 37 &

. However, Mr. Badal’s actions that drew the scrutiny of the
Akal Takht were not strictly about his faith, and at the very least,
overlapped with his political role as Deputy Chief Minister and
beyond.

gTaifen, #it arger &t BRFaTe e 3Tl d&d o €T T

5T, § Shdol 30 g J Gafda g1 o, 3w 7 a FA, 395
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TSl S{fA®T & Ty A @i O, 9 9 suFEIHS & AR 3T 3w o

The religious authority also pushed for his ouster as SAD president, and issued
directions to the party to set up a committee to initiate a membership drive and hold
elections for office-bearers within six months.

e1fie TIfAFHI0T 7 39 SAD eTeT & Ug A 3dRA 1 3T ART &1, 3R 9l &r th
FHE ST A, FEEqdT ATHAT Y& A 3R oF 7 & iR gwFaruiRAT & fav

aATa el b1 Tder feam

The SAD is aregistered political party regulated by the law of the country and the
Election Commission of India.

SAD Us Yalighe Teieiifaad 9ref & Sif 32T & lefel 3R 9 faraer 3maer garn
IGRIEGE]
That it bends to religious writs is disconcerting for the polity.

Ig T I8 WfAF R & ITER ol &, I§ Usieiiad & fov RIdreere gl

India’s Legal Framework and Secularism

HRT FT FhefeAr o AR asfardarar

India’s legal framework and constitutional principles emphasise secularism, which
is reflected in how political parties are regulated.

HRT & et o iR w@fyenfas e ydfamdarar ) sk & & S s@ ara &
aRelf@d giar § o uerefas gal o $a Fafa e arar 2

The direct intervention of any religious body in political decisions and affairs of
political parties could send the wrong signals on adherence to the Constitution’s
secular principles.

e off enfier avan o1 Ueeifas Aokt 3R Teeifas gal & AT J gcgeT gedey
i A wifoRder Rl & qre W ITEd GA HT TR B

SAD’s Current Challenges and Strategy
SAD #Y FadTe getfaar iR o
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The SAD has been going through a challenging phase following its poor electoral run
in the 2022 Assembly and 2024 general elections.

SAD @ 2022 faremerasim 31X 2024 37 garat # 3o @e gt Pufa & ag

HfdeT R FT TTHAAT FAT UST g
It has lost its traditional support base and needs to reimagine its politics to stay
relevant in Punjab.

ST 39T WRETT FASA 3R @ &A1 § 3R 9o & gafd a4 | & fow

AT Teifar Y @ IR s fir s=a &

The SAD’s strategy to revive its fortunes is a return to its pre-1996 ‘panthic’ (Sikh)
agenda.

SAD & O 39 forera & i O Sifdad = & AT 1996 @ ggar & 9@«
(@) wais T amger B
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e Butthis is a tricky route. There are disturbing signs of a potential revival of extremism
among Sikhs, which will do no good to the community or the country.

Afthet g Ueh e TFAT | Al & ey WiveTRsar & WHIfaa qaveR & qRene
el Tl Hohdl §, St o A A & fow 3R & & & & v 3resT gem|

e There are global actors that want to reignite the embers of the long-dead ‘Khalistan’
movement.

dRaw aead S o9 wAT A A 93 ‘@ifaednt AR H Rl @ B @ Serer
qMEd ¢l

e The assassination bid on Mr. Badal yet again revealed the existence of radical
elements willing to resort to violence.

2 9Igd W FAT FT YA U IR B 8§ 3 e dedl & 34f¥dca &l 390K
AT & S AT TERT o A R §

e The SAD has had a moderating effect on the Sikh community, offering its members a
platform for their religious and secular concerns.

SAD &1 @ HHE W Toh HAAFRI T GT ¢, S S8 HGHAT &l 3oTeh anfdis 3R

tAfaTder HeEl & v T HY dere e gl
o An effective takeover of the party by the Akal Takht is harmful for both, and the larger

polity.
aTct T 3Tl d&d a1 Tl ®9 § 3RTE0r Al & faw 3R a9 veehfa & fow

RIGEIEC R
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Sri Lankan President
to begin his three-day
India visit tomorrow

Dissanayake’s visit to India will focus on strengthening bilateral ties, and

addressing key issues; it will also mark a shift in India-Sri Lanka relations

[GS Paper Il: India-Sri-Lanka |

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

ri Lankan President

Anura Kumara Dissa-

nayake will visit In-
dia from December 15 to
17, the Foreign Ministries
of the two countries said
on Friday, announcing his
first state visit abroad since
he won the Presidency in
September and his party
swept the polls in the No-
vember general elections.

During his visit to New
Delhi, Mr. Dissanayake will
meet President Droupadi
Murmu and hold bilateral
discussions with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
“and other Indian dignitar-
ies on a range of issues of
mutual interest”, Sri Lan-
ka’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said in a statement on
Friday.

President Dissanayake is
also scheduled to partici-
pate in a business event in
New Delhi aimed at “pro-
moting investment and
commercial linkages bet-
ween India and Sri Lanka”
and later, travel to Bodh
Gaya, according to a state-
ment issued by the Minis-
try of External Affairs.

This visit assumes signif-
icance in the wake of his
party’s resounding victory
in the recent parliamen-
tary election and amid his
government’s effort to re-
build the country’s crisis-
hit economy.

In the meetings sche-
duled, bilateral develop-
ment projects and poten-
tial Indian investments are

Future focus: President Anura Kumara Dissanayake with
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in Colombo on October 4. Ap

likely to be discussed, in
addition to debt treatment
as part of Sri Lanka’s cur-
rent IMF programme. In-
dia’s proposals for greater
connectivity with Sri Lan-
ka are expected to be re-
viewed. Energy sector
cooperation and the per-
sisting fisheries conflict in
the Palk Strait are also on
the agenda, official sources
said.

The future of a contro-
versial Adani power pro-
ject in Sri Lanka will also
likely be discussed. Follow-
ing the recent indictment
of the Adani Group by a
U.S. court, the Dissanayake
administration said it is re-
viewing the wind power
project that the former go-
vernment had approved
for execution in northern
Sri Lanka.

While on his campaign
trail earlier, Mr. Dissa-
nayake had pledged to can-
cel the “corrupt deal”,
challenging the pricing for-
mula in the power pur-
chasing agreement
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reached without a compet-
itive bid.

Mr. Dissanayake’s visit
turns a page in the com-
plex story of India-Sri Lan-
ka ties, especially for the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramu-
na (JVP or People’s Libera-
tion Front) that leads the
ruling National People’s
Power alliance.

In the 1980s, the JVP
militantly opposed “Indian
hegemony” and the India-
brokered Accord. Even as
the party with Marxist-Le-
ninist roots refashioned it-
self, Mr. Dissanayake has
repeatedly sought to allay
fears of “anti-Indian” senti-
ments. “The world has
changed, our party has al-
so changed,” he told The
Hindu in a 2023 interview.
Further, Mr. Dissanayake’s
election manifesto stated:
“We shall not allow any
country or institution to
use Sri Lanka’s land, sea
and air spaces to threaten
or risk the national securi-
ty of any country in the re-
gion including India.”
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Sri Lankan President
to begin his three-day
India visit tomorrow

st & Iseufa el
¥ 39T e e
R aRT Y& HLET

Dissanayake’s visit to India
will focus on strengthening
bilateral ties, and addressing
key issues; it will also mark
a shift in India-Sri Lanka
relations

Rue™aF i sIRa I
el waul F Ao FE
3R 9qE Aeal W A=
HfeT w0, 98 ARa-shew
At & dgora #1 M vyl
graft

Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake’s Visit to India

AT Togafar I FAR
frwaas 1 aRa I

e Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake will visit India
from December 15to 17, as
announced by the Foreign Ministries of
both countries on Friday.

A Igafa I FAR
R 15 @ 17 ¥ d% 9Rd
JTET W 3T, ST gt gef &
facer #ATerdl & YhaAR I EN§OTT |

e This will be his first state visit
abroad since he won the Presidency in
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September and his party swept the November general elections.
T AP Ugell AT AT P SI9 T 3ogiel (AdaR & ASCATT UG SiidT 3 3oTehr ares
o dEET F HH aral A AR Sl gTider |

e During his visit to New Delhi, Mr. Dissanayake will meet President Droupadi Murmu

and hold bilateral discussions with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other Indian
dignitaries on a range of issues of mutual interest.

3= a§ feeh I & SRie, A e Isgufar ghudt A @ et 3R g
Mg A AR 37 ARAT I0EATT gfFadl & @y 3ot Bl & g Heal |
gfausha =t w3

e President Dissanayake is also scheduled to participate in a business event in New

Delhi aimed at “promoting investment and commercial linkages between India and
Sri Lanka”.

Teeafa TGEaeaes & a8 el # U caraa@s %A H AT oer off eiia g,
ST 3egeT oRa 3R et & drg e sk aifofSas @9t Y e[ gar g

e Afterward, he will travel to Bodh Gaya.
g% §1c, a8 SEETdT ATAT |

e This visit assumes significance in the wake of his party’s resounding victory in the
recent parliamentary elections and amid his government’s efforts to rebuild Sri Lanka’s
crisis-hit economy.

g ITAT T HAgcd 3H%qﬁﬁtmmﬁ%ﬁm$mgﬂﬁfﬁwg‘é
3R A1y & o B Whe-Ivd HFeTTTYT T LAAAT FA & FArEt & i g

e The meetings will likely focus on bilateral development projects, potential Indian

investments, debt treatment as part of Sri Lanka’s current IMF programme, and
proposals for greater connectivity with Sri Lanka.

fuifia dowt 7 gRveia Rem RIS, Fonfad aRd f@der, Ao & ada e
ITETATH FRIFA & dgd R fa9ere, 31K Sficir & 1Y 9gaT FATFe@ad & fow
gEaTal 9 IET gl el HHGT gl

e Energy sector cooperation and the ongoing fisheries conflict in the Palk Strait are
also on the agenda.

FoAT 8T #H AT 3R IIF ATSATHET H TR AS el Yzl &1 faag sy vois &
enfer gl

e The future of the controversial Adani power project in Sri Lanka is likely to be
discussed, especially after the recent indictment of the Adani Group by a U.S. court.

Aot F e et IRIAST & JasT W IT g1 HT GHEAT &, WHHT T
HHE <RI ITARHT 3ieTeld H T 8 H IR 8l & dI< |

e The Dissanayake administration is reviewing the wind power project that the previous
government had approved for execution in northern Sri Lanka.

REAIe FMET 39 qa FoAT IRASAAT T FHIET FX W@ & O @ TWER o 3
sfeiet 7 FATad & v Foplr &r o
e Mr. Dissanayake had pledged during his campaign to cancel the “corrupt deal”,

challenging the pricing formula in the power purchasing agreement reached without
a competitive bid.
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A RrasEs & 39a AHAT F GNreT “arse |l FY g F @ arer AT
e gt @die wwsla A fgew fruRor een wr gty & o, S e gfaeadicas
el & aF #r 7 oA

o Mr. Dissanayake’s visit marks a turning point in the complex story of India-Sri Lanka
ties, especially for his party, the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), which leads the
ruling National People’s Power alliance.

A fewdETIS T AT SRa-Aewr waut B e FEE A vh Ageaqor A FH Thn

g, @ Sofehl 91T StardT fasgfdd waor (JVP) & AT, Sit emde Isd Sferar afe

ST & Afed LA &
e Inthe 1980s, the JVP militantly opposed Indian hegemony and the India-brokered

Accord.

1980 & &2 #, JVP & ARAT F9%q 3R HR garT AeqeEyar e v wasila
feae fadrer fohar ol

e Even though the party has Marxist-Leninist roots, Mr. Dissanayake has repeatedly
sought to allay fears of “anti-Indian” sentiments.

o & grét & ATFGa-dfaeard o2 &l o fraeas 3 TR-I1 " HRa-faE
HTTATIHT & ST P AT I I HITAA FT &

e Ina 2023 interview, Mr. Dissanayake stated, “The world has changed, our party has
also changed.”

2023 ¥ $eIg A, AT EEAEATS o el ‘GAAT qgear A §, gAN Arel o deor qehr

g

e Mr. Dissanayake’s election manifesto also stated: “We shall not allow any country or
institution to use Sri Lanka’s land, sea, and air spaces to threaten or risk the national
security of any country in the region, including India.”

A EFEATS & A TOIgT F Fg o her I ‘gH fRdr off dur ar Hewr v
AT T HA, Fw R IET FT ST F Y AT AGT &I, AR J &4 A
forelt oft gor, orast s ot enfAer 8, Iy grem & @ A sl

Ex-NCW chief Rekha
Sharma elected to RS

[pcs

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Former National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW)
chairperson and BJP leader
Rekha Sharma was de-
clared elected unopposed
in the Rajya Sabha bypoll
from Haryana after the
deadline for withdrawal of

nomination ended on Fri-
day.

Ms. Sharma received
her certificate from the Re-
turning Officer after being
declared elected unop-
posed. The seat fell vacant
when the BJP’s Krishan Lal
Panwar quit his seat follow-
ing his election as an MLA
in the State Assembly polls.
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Ex-NCW chief Rekha
Sharma elected to RS

qd UadISseq YHE 1@ AT
TegwT & fav AafREa

Rekha Sharma Elected Unopposed in Rajya
Sabha Bypoll

YT AT FT ASAHAHT 3uLed H A
IGCIEGH
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e Former National Commission for Women (NCW) chairperson and BJP leader
Rekha Sharma was declared elected unopposed in the Rajya Sabha bypoll from
Haryana after the deadline for withdrawal of nomination ended on Friday.

qd TSI AfgAT AT (NCW) i 3redat 3R HLS.91. adT @1 AT 1 gRamonr &
TSARHT 39gad H AfdQer i efda forar arm, sie yeara aow asr #i
FAIHIAT YFAR I FATCA g1 TS|

e Ms. Sharma received her certificate from the Returning Officer after being declared
elected unopposed.

Maﬁaﬁmﬁﬁa@aﬁﬂﬁmmwgm,mﬁﬁﬁw
foratRa efRa foram =

e The seat fell vacant when the BJP’s Krishan Lal Panwar quit his seat following his
election as an MLA in the State Assembly polls.

TE He Tiell §5 ST AL F FE0TA AR A 300 He I3 <, Fifh Ig T4
faumeras gt A s & T A fadifaa ge 3

PM to chair conference
of Chief Secretaries

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

GS Paper ll: Chief

Secretaries

Modi will chair the fourth
National Conference of
Chief Secretaries from Sa-
turday.

Organised by the NITI
Aayog, the theme of the
three-day conference is

“Promoting Entrepreneur-
ship, Employment & Skill-
ing — Leveraging the De-
mographic Dividend”. A
release from the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office said the
meeting will be another
key step towards further
boosting the partnership
between the Centre and
the State governments.

PM to chair conference of
Chief Secretaries

YU A& FfEal &
HFAST T rCTeTaT Har

Modi to Chair Fourth National Conference
of Chief Secretaries

A FA 9 T e Wl gEaT f
regaTar
o Modi will chair the fourth National

Conference of Chief Secretaries from
Saturday.

A afaR & 91T w7 FET wiag g hr regatar w3

Organised by the NITI Aayog, the theme of the three-day conference is “Promoting
Entrepreneurship, Employment & Skilling — Leveraging the Demographic
Dividend”.

Aifer 3T garT IATSIT I8 i RadT @Fdes &1 v § “3eafdar, e 3k

Flord AP FY TEMET AT — TAHITRIRIT ATHIA FT ATH ST |
A release from the Prime Minister’s Office said the meeting will be another key step
towards further boosting the partnership between the Centre and State governments.

TUTAHRN FRTET T SR Th 93T F FgT 77 5 Tg Joo Fg 3N To7 WHERI F
T ArieY @ 3R AT FXa @ feRr F U FAgcaqul wEH gl
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Maha Kumbh 2025 is
‘maha yagya of unity,
says PM in Prayagraj

GS Paper l: Art and
Culture
LUCKNOW

The organisation of Maha
Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj
will take India’s spiritual
and cultural identity to
new horizons, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Friday, describing the
event as a “maha yagya of
unity”.

Mr. Modi inaugurated
and launched 167 develop-
ment projects worth about
35,500 crore in Prayagraj,
ahead of the mega event.
He highlighted the event’s
role in promoting social co-
hesion as well as the eco-
nomic empowerment of
communities, noting that
differences among castes
and sects disappear during
the Maha Kumbh.

“If I had to describe the
Maha Kumbh in one line, I
would say that it’s a maha
yagya of unity which will
be discussed around the
world. It will be one of the
largest gatherings in the
world where millions of
devotees are welcomed
daily, with a new chapter
of history being written on
the land of Prayagraj,” Mr.
Modi said.

He hailed the contribu-
tion of sanitation workers,
noting that they play a pi-
votal role in conducting
such a large event. “More
than 15,000 sanitation

Narendra Modi

workers will ensure clean-
liness during the 2025
Kumbh,” he said, recalling
his personal experience of
washing the feet of sanita-
tion workers in 2019.

Chatbot launched
Mr. Modi launched the
multilingual  Sah’Al’'yak’
Chatbot, an artificial intelli-
gence-based platform to
streamline communication
for devotees attending the
Maha Kumbbh, in 11 Indian
languages. The Prime Mi-
nister alleged that previous
governments had neglect-
ed the Kumbh, forcing de-
votees to suffer difficulties.
“The way different go-
vernment departments are
engaged in the prepara-
tions for Maha Kumbh is
commendable. Special fo-
cus has been given on con-
nectivity here so that there
is no problem in reaching
Kumbh from any corner of
the country or the world,”
the PM added.

Maha Kumbh 2025 is ‘maha
yagya of unity’, says PM in
Prayagraj

YIRS # NUH o FgT, AGTHsT
2025 'THAT FHT AETAA &

Maha Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj to Elevate India’s
Spiritual and Cultural Identity

YARRIST # HET F3 2025 R A reafons i
AEHTAF TG F 7§ FARAT aF & ATCIM

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the
organisation of Maha Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj will
take India’s spiritual and cultural identity to new
horizons, describing it as a “maha yagya of unity”.

TUHA Ag A S FET 6 AERST § A7gT F9
2025 &1 3RS AR $T smearfens iR aFpfas
YEHT I IS IS ddh of ST, 3R 3 “ThdT &I

HAET I & & H gotd R

e Mr. Modi inaugurated and launched 167
development projects worth about ¥5,500 crore in
Prayagraj, ahead of the mega event.

#T AT o #7ET Ao @ 98l YIRS H 5,500
FO AT AT arel 167 fawra aRA@S=31t F1 3gaed
3R YRS R

¢ He highlighted the event’s role in promoting social
cohesion and economic empowerment of

communities, noting that differences among castes
and sects disappear during the Maha Kumbh.

3glel 39 3MAISteT I AT & awIfaE vaar 3
ATl & IfdE FATFIHRIOT AT dorar & F T H
Xgifehd R, Ig 9 gu 6 AT 7 & ek snfa
3R wvert & dT sgwg AT @ S

e Mr. Modi described the Maha Kumbh as “a maha

yagya of unity,” emphasizing that it will be one of the

largest gatherings in the world where millions of
devotees are welcomed daily, with a new chapter of

history being written in Prayagraj.
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A FEY 7 FET FT T “Thell HT HET I Fgl, Tg I §U 6 Ig gfam o1 wa@t a1
FHATIH GIaTT, STET o1l ATt T FaRIT Aot AT ST, AR TATRIST & Teh
sfagra for@r e

He hailed the contribution of sanitation workers, stating that 15,000 sanitation
workers will ensure cleanliness during the 2025 Kumbh. He recalled washing the feet
of sanitation workers in 2019.

ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁa:maﬁrmmmgwmﬁ:ls,ooowwﬁzozs
FH & SR Taeodl GARTd el 3egi+ 2019 H Taeodl HIAGN & W o &
3T SafeFdaTd 3Hejed Ire feha|

Launch of Multilingual Chatbot for Maha Kumbh
#El F3 & T qgam Aedic FT YHRA

Website: patrioticias.in
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Mr. Modi launched the multilingual Sah’Al'yak’ Chatbot, an artificial intelligence-based
platform to streamline communication for devotees attending the Maha Kumbh, in 11
Indian languages.

A A 7 W' Alyak’ desie died R, S Aeeresit & fav 11 e smarst & #Her
9 & fIU IR T WA ool & AT Toh HEA A3 coehe gl

The Prime Minister alleged that previous governments had neglected the Kumbh,
forcing devotees to suffer difficulties.

TUTAAAT & ARG T foh Ao SRRl o For A Ierew S o, fS@d sreemepit
I HISATSAT I HHAT AT GST|

He praised how different government departments are engaged in preparations for
Maha Kumbh, with a special focus on connectivity, ensuring there will be no problem
in reaching Kumbh from anywhere in India or the world.

ﬁﬁm@r%ﬁ%@mwﬁﬁmm%ﬁéﬁﬁaﬁyﬁ%&w
wﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwam%ﬁﬁ%mw%ﬂr%mmgﬁm%maﬂaﬂﬁﬁ
FH O UG A PIS FEEA A g
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30 eople drowned per hour in 2021, says WHO

|GS Paper Ill: DM

Zubeda Hamid
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) published its
_ first-ever global status re-
port on drowning preven-
tion on Friday.

The report, released at
an event in Geneva, reveals
that three lakh people died
by drowning in 2021
around the world (an esti-
mated 30 every hour).

Close to 92% of such
deaths took place in low-
and middle-income coun-
tries, disproportionately
affecting the poor and mar-
ginalised. The WHO’s
South-East Asia Region
(which includes India) saw
83,000 deaths, or 28% of

the global burden.
WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-

breyesus, via video confe-
rence, said the report pro-
vided a snapshot of the
global burden of drown-
ing. Countries could use
the report to raise aware-
ness, guide implementa-
tion strategies and track
progress on drowning pre-

30 people drowned per hour in 2021, says WHO
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Lurking danger: Unmindful of the risk and warning board, people
playing in the sea in Visakhapatnam. K.R. DEEPAK

vention, he said.

Compiled with the parti-
cipation of 139 countries -
including India - the report
found that while drowning
deaths declined 38% since
2000, the progress had
been uneven and the pace
slow. The WHO’s European
Region, for instance, saw a
68% drop, while the South-
East Asia Region saw a de-
cline of 48%.

Children at risk

Primarily at risk are chil-
dren and young people.
Children aged under five

accounted for the single
largest share of drowning
deaths (24%), with a furth-
er 19% of deaths among
children aged five to 14,
and 14% among young peo-
ple aged 15 to 29.

The report notes that
globally, drowning is the
fourth leading cause of
death for children in the
age group of one-four and
the third leading cause of
death for children aged five
to 14.

Even these staggering
numbers however, are an
underestimate, notes Caro-

2021 # gT ©¢ 30 &1r & WHO

WHO's First Global Status Report on Drowning Prevention

g ¥ FAH W WHO Fr gt dRaw Rafa Rare

line Lukaszyk, technical of-
ficer, WHO, as the report
does not capture deaths by
drowning owing to natural
disasters such as flooding,
and those that occur on
water transport, primarily
due to a lack of accurate
data. With vulnerability to
flooding increasing due to
climate change - and 75%
of flooding deaths known
to be due to drowning -
this is a priority on the
drowning prevention agen-
da, she says.

Training crucial

The report also states that
while encouragingly, the
WHOQ’s  evidence-based
drowning prevention inter-
ventions are being imple-
mented in many countries,
the implementation is to
varying degrees. For in-
stance, only 33% of coun-
tries offer national pro-
grammes to train
bystanders in safe rescue
and resuscitation, and just
22% integrate swimming
and water safety training
into their school curricu-
lum. Quality data collec-

tion also
challenge.

More than 7.2 million
people, mainly children,
could die due to this “silent
killer” by the year 2050 if
current trends continue.
Yet almost all drowning
deaths are preventable,
the report states, highlight-
ing that political will and
investment in drowning
prevention are critical to
save lives. Providing day
care for pre-school chil-
dren and teaching school
students basic swimming
skills could help protect
millions of lives, it says.

Developed in response
to a member-state request
made through a World
Health Assembly Resolu-
tion 76.18 (2023) and fund-
ed by Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, the report
underscores that drowning
is a complex health issue
that requires the involve-
ment of multiple sectors to
address the broad range of
risk factors. Legislation,
even when it exists, is often
out of step with the scale of
the challenge, it says.

remains a

e The World Health Organization (WHO) published its first-ever global status report on
drowning prevention on Friday.

faea TareeT Wt (WHO) & AR &1 38 & QFATH T 370 Tgonl dfeas feufa
R gaifra $ri

e The report reveals that three lakh people died by drowning in 2021 worldwide, which is
an estimated 30 deaths every hour.

RatE & garar arar § %2021 A e ar@ AT gfaamr & 5o @ W, I e g A
SIS 30 #Hl g5
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92% of such deaths occurred in low- and middle-income countries, disproportionately
affecting the poor and marginalised.

92% T FHid AT 3t FeF-3mw grer Av H g‘é,a’rwﬂa’faﬂwqugmmﬁaﬁ
AT T F gfaad aar &

The WHO’s South-East Asia Region (which includes India) saw 83,000 deaths,
accounting for 28% of the global drowning burden.

WHO &1 gftior-qd efRram &1 (S o7 o enfAer &) # 83,000 &l g3, ST 3T
§9 § g9 Hldl FT28% &
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the report provides a

snapshot of the global drowning burden and can help countries raise awareness, guide
strategies, and track progress.

WHO & HgTfaeers 3 rcerie aaRfiaw o #er & I8 Ruie aRas goa @ gl
arelr AT T @fficd RaRor ver FIdr § 3R S T ARTRehdr ek, WEaar el
IR 99Ifa & ¢ FA H A W Tha! el

Compiled with the participation of 139 countries, including India, the report found that

while drowning deaths have declined 38% since 2000, the progress has been uneven
and the pace slow.

139 &uif T HENERT & Hepfod RAIC  9ram IR 1 2000 & a1 39 & Hidl 38% T

5 §, dfersT warfa srgameT WY § 3ikk afa el &

The WHO’s European Region saw a 68% drop in drowning deaths, while the South-
East Asia Region saw a 48% decline.

WHO % TRty & a7 3ot @ il o 68% B i 318, STaTes afRUr-qd wRraT g A
48% FT FHAT TS|

Children at Risk of Drowning
gEA F Gawr gl F A
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The report states that children and young people are primarily at risk.

RAE & gr aram § o 924 I YaF 7T &7 § TR A §

Children under five account for the largest share of drowning deaths, at 24%, followed
by 19% among children aged five to 14, and 14% among young people aged 15 to 29.
giT 9§ ¥ BIE qodl 1 397 A gl drel Aldr H wEd 937 FEw_, 24%, 8, 39F 96
gl ¥ dleg a9 & STl 7 19% IR 9gE & sHA a¥ & Fart 7 14% B

The report notes that drowning is the fourth leading cause of death for children aged
one to four, and the third leading cause for children aged five to 14.

ROl & g off g a1 @ S gear v @ IR a¥ & seat d gog 9 g7q@
FROTE Ao & dleg a¥ & sedi F Fcg 1 AW 97T FROTY

These numbers are likely an underestimate, as the report does not account for
drowning deaths caused by natural disasters like flooding, or those occurring on
water transport due to lack of accurate data.

q 3HThs FH A& ATE Tohd &, Fith RUIE H IHfasw HIST3H S8 916 & gt arell
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goel @ Ald a7 STl IRTGT & HROT glod arell Al ATTHAS g 8, S T HEY 3HTehst
HH & HROT g

Flooding due to climate change is increasing, and 75% of flooding deaths are known
to be caused by drowning, which makes this a priority on the drowning prevention
agenda.

Srerarg aRade & HRUTATE 96 T &, 3N 75% 16 @ gt arelt kA 397 & HROT el
¢, [9ad Ig 39t & AFAH TSI W Tk WIATASAT &7 I3 §

Training for Drowning Prevention

gaa ¥ UhyH & faw gfator

The report states that WHO’s evidence-based drowning prevention interventions
are being implemented in many countries, but the implementation is at varying
degrees.

ROIC & wer 7 § 6 WHO & Weg-3munia geat @ (FUm 39T g 32l 7 o]
frT o7 W/ €, dfched sahr srdleager A fRfarar gl
Only 33% of countries offer national programs to train bystanders in safe rescue and

resuscitation, and only 22% integrate swimming and water safety training into school
curriculums.

charel 33% & # dystanders & GIAT T91d 3R qAAfaT Fat & [T Ui wrishaAtw
T RreRer T ST B, 3R daer 229 AT F AR AR STer FaTw A1 GRAETT Fhor
TSTshA H nfder fFar Smar §)

Quality data collection remains a challenge in drowning prevention efforts.

S @ AFUHA & TITET H IOIEEIgOr ST HAGT Tk oAl Sel g5 B

The Impact of Current Trends

TJAATT
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ST HT THT

More than 7.2 million people, mainly children, could die by 2050 due to drowning if
current trends continue.

Ife aiATT TS S o §, A 2050 @& 7.2 Afewe & afde &, qew v @
ST, gl § A Eohdl ol

The report emphasizes that almost all drowning deaths are preventable, and political
will and investment in drowning prevention are crucial to save lives.

RaTE 3 gt T § 6 wersmer wsft o= & Al WHr S T § 3R T
geonfad 3N gaa & WFuA § M Sfod g9« & v A’ €

Day care for preschool children and teaching basic swimming skills to school
students could help protect millions of lives.

WRiAE fgarert & a<al & AT 3 FW IR Thel & ol B HA R Hherer G@r=n
FUSY SaeT T BT T H A A TohdT ¢l
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Complex Health Issue and Need for Multi-Sector Involvement

TF IR TRy FHEAT 3R ag-aeh gesnfar fr smaeawar

¢ The report was developed in response to a World Health Assembly Resolution 76.18
(2023) and funded by Bloomberg Philanthropies.

Ig RO g Taeey T 9¥d1d 76.18 (2023) & Sard H Afad $ir 15 o 3R
sepiaer RearyTdier carT faaaita $r ag o

o Drowning is a complex health issue that requires the involvement of multiple sectors to
address a broad range of risk factors.

ST Teh SAfeer TARELT WHEAT &, fo1eh HATUT & v 3 a1 i ggenfarar
HERTF g, dlich STEH & fafder sRolt «r @6 f&ar o a6l

e Even when legislation exists, it is often out of step with the scale of the challenge.

o 8t @il HiS[g 81 8, 3 3FER el & AW & WY A A @il B
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Swiss Shock: EFTA
member lobs back
India’s MFN tax volley

Irom Jan. 1, Indian entities in Switzerland face higher tax liabilities as

country responds to Supreme Court ruling that voided tax treaty benefit

GS Paper lll: External
ViSector

NEW DELHI

n a development that
lcnu]d hurt India’s in-

vestment climate and
affect firms’ international
taxation math, Switzerland
has decided to suspend the
Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) treatment for India
under the two countries’
30-years old double-taxa-
tion avoidance agreement
(DTAA), citing an October
2023 ruling against its va-
lidity by the Supreme
Court on 11 petitions that
were combined with a Nes-
tle plea.

A statement by Swiss
authorities dated Decem-
ber 11, said the MFN clause
under the DTAA will no
longer hold from January 1,
2025, considering that In-
dia’s apex court had said it
does not get automatically
triggered until notified un-
der the Income Tax Act.

“On the basis of the In-
dian Supreme Court rul-
ing, the Swiss competent
authority  acknowledges
that its interpretation of
para. 5 of the Protocol to
the IN-CH DTA is not
shared by the Indian side.
In the absence of reciproc-
ity, it therefore waives its
unilateral application with
effect from 1 January,
2025,” a Swiss government
communiqueé stated.

Terming this as a signifi-
cant shift in bilateral treaty
dynamics, Nangia Ander-
sen’s tax partner Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala  said this
would mean increased tax
liabilities for Indian enti-

ties operating in Switzer-
land and increases the
complexities of navigating
international tax treaties in
an evolving landscape.

“Previously, Indian
companies benefited from
areduced tax rate of 5% on
dividends and other in-
comes, thanks to Switzer-
land’s earlier application of
MFN benefits. With the re-
version to a 10% residual
rate starting January I,
these firms face higher tax
liabilities, reducing their
competitiveness compared
to businesses from coun-
tries still benefiting from
MFN provisions,” reckoned
Ajay Srivastava, director of
the Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI).

“Beyond its immediate
fiscal impact, this develop-
ment reflects broader
trends in international tax-
ation, with countries like
India increasingly assert-
ing stricter interpretations
of treaty provisions to pro-
tect domestic tax reve-
nues,” Mr. Jhunjhunwala
noted, adding this under-
scores the need to align
treaty partners on the in-
terpretation and applica-
tion of tax treaty clauses to
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ensure predictability, equi-
ty, and stability in interna-
tional tax framework.

Sameer Gupta, national
tax leader at EY India, indi-
cated that all may not be
lost in this bilateral eco-
nomic tangle. “As per the
Court’s decision, the MFN
clause will only take effect
once both countries issue
notifications... once India
provides the required noti-
fication, Switzerland can
reactivate the treaty provi-
sion,” he averred.

Mr. Srivastava, however,
warned that this suspen-
sion not only brings tax
challenges for Indian firms
in sectors like financial ser-
vices, pharmaceuticals,
and IT, that have opera-
tions in Switzerland, but al-
so introduces frictions
with other trade and in-
vestment partners over the
MFN clause interpretations
that could hurt inbound
and outbound investment
flows. 1f disputes over
reading MFN clauses per-
sist, Indian businesses
could face similar hurdles
in other jurisdictions as
well, he said.

“Proactive negotiations
to clarify and harmonize
interpretations of treaty
provisions are essential to
safeguard Indian firms’ in-
terests abroad. Additional-
ly, India must ensure that
its treaty frameworks re-
flect contemporary busi-
ness realities, particularly
in the digital and service
sectors, to reduce tax un-
certainties and promote
global competitiveness,”
Mr. Srivastava underlined.
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Swiss Shock: EFTA
member lobs back
India’s MFN tax volley

ffaw ae: SUwdT g
Jd HRT & THTHUA T
YEdd &1 AT Ran

From Jan. 1, Indian entities in
Switzerland face higher tax
liabilities as country responds
to Supreme Court ruling that
voided tax treaty benefit

1 SeTat |, Fagords & sRdT
FEAT3HT FY ITT FT SAGRAT FT
ATHAT FIT ISIT Fhifh 2T
FHHT FE F 37 by W
yfafsar & a1 & v wv afer
& ol Y Teg A fAr

Switzerland Suspends MFN Clause for
India Under DTAA

facoels & DTAA & d8d 9Ra & v
MFN FeitsT Y faefad frar

. Switzerland has decided to
suspend the Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
treatment for India under the two countries’
30-year-old double-taxation avoidance
agreement (DTAA), following an October
2023 ruling by the Supreme Court.

fRagads o aiar geif & 30 qifw sa4-
¢RI HAASH WA (DTAA) & dgd
HRd & T AR $as AU (MFN) 3TIAR
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&l AT o 1 AT form 8, 98 rergav 2023 &1 fAvky Ra & glier 1€ ganr
fear rar am

e The suspension is due to the Supreme Court ruling on 11 petitions, including a Nestle
plea, stating that MFN under the DTAA does not get triggered automatically unless
notified under the Income Tax Act.

focisst Ao FE F Baa & HROT ¢, T 11 aifaFst ) gaars & 75 f, S
Toh sivel $ gt off enfAer oY, T9\a &hgr a3 a1 % DTAA & dgd MFN a9 &
Taaifld & & 9] A€l BT e doh 39 AR HAfATHA & dgd AR = forar

S|

e Swiss authorities issued a statement on December 11, confirming that the MFN clause
under the DTAA will no longer apply from January 1, 2025.

faw Rt s 11 Resw 1 v s7= Sl faan, 5@ 95 gise &1 15 76 DTAA
& T8d MFN FelloT 1 SeTadl 2025 # oE] Fg1 g

e The statement also acknowledged that Switzerland’s interpretation of the DTAA
Protocol was not shared by the Indian side, and due to the lack of reciprocity, it will
waive the unilateral application of the MFN clause starting January 1, 2025.

IO # I Y TEFR fRar = F TaceRels 1 DTAA Wethid T carear R
98T GaRT AT Agl Hr g A, 3R IEIAT T FAr & HRUT [TagoRels 1 SAaadt 2025
T MFN FaleT & TehdWl 3fTdesT I THTCT FHT|

Impact on Indian Companies and International Taxation

HRAT Fufaal 3R IRTET FOUT | IHET

e Sandeep Jhunjhunwala, tax partner at Nangia Andersen, said this shift could lead to
increased tax liabilities for Indian entities operating in Switzerland, complicating
international tax treaties.

AT AT, AT VS8 & ¢ UISaR o el [ T§ dcod Ragerels & w7
A qrelt ARART FIfAA & AT afedl # e a0 Thar ¢, Fad 3Ry &
Gt i Sifeerar d¢ Fehar &1

e Ajay Srivastava, director of the Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI), mentioned
that Indian companies previously benefitted from a 5% tax rate on dividends and other
incomes due to Switzerland’s MFN benefits.

9T Hfareaa, Teled 23 Rad sAfeRe (GTRI) & e & Fgr F ugs ardw
FUferal & ffacatels & MFN @13 & HROT ATHIRN 3R 3T 3T 9 5% T & H o1
fAerar ar|

e With the MFN benefit ending, the tax rate will revert to 10%, making Indian companies
less competitive compared to those from countries still benefiting from MFN provisions.

MFN ST HHATCA glel & d1G, I &< 10% & Suely, fras SR Safaidr 3«7 g2it &l
el # SE giceqtt gr See, S 31l it MPN Tt & omstliead 8 W@ 2l
e This change in tax policy reflects broader trends in international taxation, with

countries like India asserting stricter interpretations of tax treaty provisions to protect
domestic tax revenues.
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Tg X Al H TGl FaRTSAT FITA H T TTAT I &ATar &, Tas IR S
cr Y Wi graeTel i FIR SATEAT JEd FY ¢ ¢ dlfch 8] X Ierea T 6T I
ST &

The need to align treaty partners on the interpretation and application of tax treaty
clauses is critical to ensure predictability, equity, and stability in the international tax
framework.

g Agcaqol § & aX G & wyraums & sarear 3t 3mdea W Ef @Rt & d9
AHSET T T ST, dfeh HRTSET R S # qaleaATe, =41 3R P
AR & ST Feh

Potential Reversal of the Suspension

fAreiasr Y gafAd gere@

Sameer Gupta, national tax leader at EY India, suggested that the situation might not
be permanent, as the MFN clause will only take effect once both countries issue
notifications.

AR T, EY 3B Usd X v o gena fear o [Rufa wurl 7@ g aehd,
Fifeh MFN FelleT defl FTaT g9 STe Gleil it ganT Jrferaee S’y &hr S|
Once India provides the required notification, Switzerland could reactivate the MFN
clause.

Teh IR SId HR 32T R YaTeT M, Faeorels MFN Fafer & 5 &
TRFT F TFaT B

Challenges for Indian Firms and Broader Implications

e Fufaat & v galfaat stk samos gema
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This suspension poses significant tax challenges for Indian firms in sectors like
financial services, pharmaceuticals, and IT that have operations in Switzerland.

Ig e 3 HRA Hufadt & o Ageaqol v galfaat seda e g, S i
A4, garsa, 3R MEA I &t 7 Racerels #F Tarele &) W §1
The change may also create friction with other trade and investment partners regarding

MFEN clause interpretations, potentially impacting both inbound and outbound
investment flows.

g deolid A MFN FTol 1 sqTEAT3t T o 3T aIR 3R 3 Aslert & @ty
ATHAG 3c9eoT 8 Thd ¢, [oTad 3Tas 3R SiTaw Ay 9918 W 9919 U8 TohdT gl

If disputes over MFN clauses persist, Indian businesses may face similar challenges in
other jurisdictions.

Ife MFN Faliel o oY faare ST | &, aF ARG 9l & 3T =argeydt & o

AT g?ﬁﬁ?fr FT TTHAT ST IS ohdT gl

Proactive negotiations to harmonize treaty provisions and align interpretations are
essential to protect Indian firms’ interests abroad.
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i arat & ganr 6 waurE! @ WA ST 3R SAEAT3t Sl Ael
3aeTe § Al AR Fafaat & Rat i @ & a1 a6

e India must ensure that its treaty frameworks reflect contemporary business realities,
particularly in the digital and service sectors, to reduce tax uncertainties and promote
global competitiveness.

HRA & Ig AR T AT b 58k Al ol FHAFTCNT AR aREATaHarsi
gfafefed &Y, Ay ¥ & Bfoes 3R dar 831 A, aIfr FX raaAdane 4 g & 3R
ARasw gfarayt I serar A |

Iran agrees to more monitoring at  /ran agrees to more

Fordo enrichment plant, says IAEA Monitoring at Fordo
[GS Paper II: IR | enrichment plant, says

IAEA
$TT of Wil gader g9
3% fAaReE #F fow
ggAfa STd1S, IAEA o &gl

Iran Agrees to Increased Monitoring by the
UN Nuclear Watchdog

Iran has agreed to increased monitoring by the UN nuclear 0T A | g Tee F T 1 el ot
watchdog at its Fordo enrichment plant, following its planstoramp ~ gaRT fAIRTEY Fg=t W TgATa FdTS
up production of highly enriched uranium at the site, the IAEA said

on Friday. Iran insists on its right to nuclear energy for peaceful « Iran has agreed to increased monitoring
purposes and has denied it is seeking a weapons capability. are by the UN nuclear watchdog (IAEA) at its
Fordo enrichment plant, following its plans to
ramp up production of highly enriched uranium at the site.

$ o GYFA TS¢ TWATY] TR T (IAEA) EaRT 319e0 Bisf Haded a9
IR o= W HgAT Sare §, 38 d6 38 30 ¥ W IFcA s wafta faas
FT 3cUTeeT Sl T AT §15 gl

e |AEA confirmed this development on Friday.

IAEA & haR &I 30 fashrd &1 gfce 41|

e lIran insists on its right to nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and has denied
seeking a weapons capability.

&t o erifaqet sggeat & forv waATr F9tF e AR W AR AT 3R TE SER
foraT § T 9% efRAARYT T &77ar WIog ey ST HIFAT FT TET 2

A
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Macron chooses centrist
ally Bayrou as France’s PM

IGS Paper ll:
IComparison with

;France

French President Emma-
nuel Macron on Friday
named centrist ally Fran-
cois Bayrou as Prime Minis-
ter in an effort to address
the country’s deep politi-
cal crisis, after a historic
parliamentary vote ousted
the previous government
last week.

Mr. Bayrou, 73, a crucial
partner in Mr. Macron’s
centrist alliance, has been
a wellknown figure in
French politics for de-
cades. His political expe-
rience is seen as key in ef-
forts to restore stability as
no single party holds a ma-
jority at the National
Assembly.

Mr. Macron’s office said
in a statement that Mr. Bay-
rou “has been charged
with forming a new
government”.

Former Prime Minister

Francois Bayrou

Michel Barnier resigned
last week following a no-
confidence vote prompted
by Budget disputes in the
National Assembly, leaving
France without a function-
ing government. Mr. Ma-
cron in an address to the
nation vowed to remain in
office until his term ends in
2027.

Mr. Bayrou is expected
to hold talks with political
leaders from various par-
ties in the coming days in
order to choose new
Ministers.

The task appears chal-
lenging because Mr. Ma-
cron’s centrist alliance
does not have a majority in
Parliament and Mr. Bay-
rou’s Cabinet will need to
rely on moderate lawmak-
ers from both the left and
right to be able to stay in
power.

Some conservatives are
expected to be part of the
new government.

Mr. Macron’s strategy
aims at preventing far-right
leader Marine Le Pen from
holding “make or break”
power over the govern-
ment. Ms. Le Pen helped
oust Mr. Barnier by joining
her National Rally party’s
forces to the left to pass the
no-confidence motion last
week.

National Rally officials,
including Ms. Le Pen, have
said they want any new
Budget law to preserve the
purchasing power of the
French people.
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Macron chooses
centrist ally Bayrou
as France’s PM

#dw o Fegamnl
HEAR I® FY
WiF ST TTTHA
AT

e ]

French President Appoints
Francois Bayrou as Prime
Minister

W & Iegafd A BRSO
P FUEHA F T A AgEa

. On Friday, French
President Emmanuel Macron
named centrist ally Francois
Bayrou as Prime Minister to
address the country’s political
crisis after a historic
parliamentary vote ousted the
previous government.

YHAN HI, B F weeufa

AT #F o Wl wEAe wiwsE aAR) F wueTst Fgad G, arfe g &
TSTAfAF FFHe S goT hAT ST o, oId Teh WA FEAT diT o NS TEHRN A
ger el

e Francois Bayrou, aged 73, is a key partner in Macron's centrist alliance and has been

a well-known figure in French politics for decades.

WRFH S, ST 73 a5 & §, HAHT & Al TodueT F U Ageaqul WHIER § 3R 7

gert & it TR #F TF aREy e E

o His political experience is crucial for efforts to restore stability, as no single party
holds a majority in the National Assembly.

3oTehT Tt 3e7oTd FEURaT SgTel el & AT & Hgeaqol g, Fifeh aererer srdaelt
# 5 off vaher oret agAd ¢ @ &
e« Mr. Macron’s office stated that Mr. Bayrou "has been charged with forming a new
government".

HAT & FEATAT F Fgl P 9N A "AE ISR ISA FHT TorFAT FiUr aram g1
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e Former Prime Minister Michel Barnier resigned last week following a no-confidence
vote due to Budget disputes in the National Assembly, leaving France without a
functioning government.

7d guEHEA Rde affa S o grd sere rdae 7 gore Ramal & wror srfaear
YEdd & d1G STATH ¢ AT, foad hig T Hrle TeR & o= 3§ 7|
¢ Mr. Macron vowed to remain in office until his term ends in 2027.

Hal o7 2027 H 39 i FATCT QA dF Ug W §aF &1 I AT o

e Mr. Bayrou is expected to hold talks with political leaders from various parties to
choose new ministers.

IV T 3faT § [ o Teeifasw aaeit & sada s aife av &y &1 a3
fFar 3T Il

e The task of forming a new government is challenging as Macron’s centrist alliance
lacks a majority in Parliament and will need to rely on moderate lawmakers from both
the left and right.

aéwmwmwamﬁﬁéaﬁ@wmaﬁmﬁagﬂaaﬁ
¢ 3 37 amaed 3R gf@oradt et & AvaaEmEl wEel W AeR @ gl

e Some conservatives are expected to be part of the new government.
o WA AT THR HT BEAT To01 &1 371 B

e Mr. Macron’s strategy aims at preventing far-right leader Marine Le Pen from holding
“‘make or break” power over the government.

#AFl AT o 1 3egeT SfAoHed Adr A & 99 A WER W v afFd
el ¥ Uehel g

e Marine Le Pen helped oust Mr. Barnier by joining forces with the left to pass the no-
confidence motion.

AT o O o AT FT gold H A FI, I Iogied aAGA F 1Y AR Afearw
g¥arg aTiRa el

« National Rally officials, including Ms. Le Pen, have said they want any new Budget
law to preserve the purchasing power of the French people.

Aererer Yo R, SEd A & 9o afAa €. wer € 5 3 amga € v
T el A B SN Ay F AafFa s @i fhar s
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RECOGNITION Tamil Nadu CM
Tamil Nadu CM announces aﬁ nmc;unie;’
35 crore award for Gukesh

Z5 crore award for
Gukesh

dffees & FqEgHEr o
THT & AT IBHRUT &
REHR ST "IN AT

k FILEPHOTO  Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin Announces %5
Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin has announced a sum of %5 crore to D. Crore for World Chess Champion D.
Gukesh on being crowned the World champion. Stalin spoke to the Gukesh

18-year-old and commended him on becoming the youngest to do JATAE & ACTHAT TH.&. Terfaed o f@ea
9 9

so. “Your achievement continues India’s rich chess legacy and helps AR 5 = ;
Chennai reaffirm its place as the ‘global chess capital’, said Stalin. Ei . k) T & 35 > #
oI FY

e Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin announced a sum of ¥5 crore for D. Gukesh on being
crowned the World champion.

dafAeag F AEIAA TH.F. Ffea o Y. e faeg R s s F A
Tfer & gy $H)

e Stalin spoke to the 18-year-old and commended him for becoming the youngest to
achieve this feat.

Terferet o1 18 a¥ffar Iher & a1 1 3R 38 3UAfey &1 gl Fel & AU 3¢ &,
Fifh 98 W IIod I aTol FEY HH 3A & oSy T

“Your achievement continues India’s rich chess legacy and helps Chennai reaffirm its place
as the ‘global chess capital’,” said Stalin.

“HTehT TS AR Y WAGY Al AT 1 30T 1l § IR Aears A B & 3
I & ‘ARGF A T & & 7 TfT X # Acg FXAr ¢, Telfoled o Fell
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