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‘Subramania Bharati’s
thoughts still inspire us’

PM Modi pays tribute to the legendary poet, highlights Bharati’s contributions to India’s cultural,

intellectual and social fabric; emphasises govt’s efforts to elevate the status of Tamil language

IGS Paper I: A&C

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
l’rendra Modi on
Wednesday re-

leased a compendium of
the complete works of
great Tamil poet and free-
dom fighter Subramania
Bharati and hailed his con-
tributions, saying a perso-
nality like him comes once
in centuries.

Emphasising the efforts
made in the past decade to
elevate the status of the Ta-
mil language, Mr. Modi
said, “In the last 10 years,
the country has worked
with dedication to honour
the pride of Tamil.” He said
Bharati’s thoughts and in-
tellectual brilliance conti-
nue to inspire people even
today.

The Prime Minister re-
leased the compendium at
his 7, Lok Kalyan Marg resi-
dence here.

The 23-volume set has
been compiled and edited
by Seeni Viswanathan and
published by Alliance Pu-
blishers. It contains details
of the editions, explana-
tions, documents, back-
ground information and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releasing a compendium of complete

works of Subramania Bharati in New Delhi on Wednesday. PTi

philosophical presentation
of the writings of Bharati,
among others.

Mr. Modi lauded the ex-
traordinary, unprecedent-
ed and tireless work of six
decades for the compila-
tion of ‘Kaala Varisaiyil
Bharathiyar Padaippugal’
in 21 volumes. He said the
hard work of Mr. Viswa-
nathan was such a pe-
nance, which would bene-
fit many generations to
come.

Mr. Viswanathan’s pe-
nance reminded him of
Maha-Mahopadhyay Pan-
durang Vaman Kane, who
had spent 35 years of his

life in writing the History of
Dharmashastra, the Prime
Minister said.

He expressed confi-
dence that the work of Mr.
Viswanathan will set a
benchmark in the academ-
ic world and congratulated
him and his colleagues for
the seminal work.

‘Great thinker’
Lauding Bharati as a great
thinker who worked with
an eye on the needs of the
country, Mr. Modi said that
he worked in every direc-
tion that the country need-
ed at that time.

He said Bharati was not

just the heritage of Tamil
Nadu and the Tamil lan-
guage, but a thinker whose
every breath was dedicat-
ed to the service of Maa
Bharati who dreamt of the
rise and pride of India.
The Prime Minister un-
derlined that the govern-
ment worked continuously
with a sense of duty to
spread the contribution of
Bharati to the people.

‘Spiritual bond’
Highlighting Kashi as the
living and spiritual bond
between himself and Bha-
rati, Mr. Modi noted that
the time spent and the rela-
tionship of Bharati had be-
come a part of Kashi’s
heritage.

Paying tribute to the le-
gendary poet and vision-
ary, Mr. Modi highlighted
Bharati’s unparalleled con-
tributions to India's cultu-
ral, intellectual and social
fabric.

“Subramania  Bharati
was a personality who
graces this world perhaps
once in centuries. Despite
a life of only 39 years, he
left an indelible mark on
our nation,” the Prime Mi-
nister said.

Subramania Bharati continues to inspire us: PM

IHUGT HIRd! g0 Ufvd ®vd I8d 8 TU=wat

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday released a
compendium of the complete works of Tamil poet and freedom
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fighter Subramania Bharati, stating that a personality like him
comes once in centuries.

g g A A gUaR F aftd S iR Taedsar I gewar
YRd! & "ol S1af 31 T8 SR fban, we1 o 37 o afaaa
gfeal # T IR 3md B

e Emphasizing the efforts in the past 10 years to elevate the Tamil language, Mr. Modi
said the country has worked to honour the pride of Tamil.

fUaa 10 quf & IHS YT B FeraT o1 & TR R SR od gu, ft A1 A w1 fb e =
I Y T Y WG B o forg o fpan B

e The compendium was released at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg.

g UG 7, AP ST ART TR SR} fwam |

Details of the Compendium
TUg & faarur
e The 23-volume set, compiled and edited by Seeni Viswanathan, was published by
Alliance Publishers.

23 WSl 3T Ae, o -t fagmmy= = Jofera iR dutied fbar, varaw ufem=d gr
Yep1fRId fobam 7|
e Itincludes details such as edltions, explanations, documents, and the philosophical
presentation of Bharati's writings.
SN FHVY] BTG GG SIR WIRdL Bt TaI13Ht 1 SR URcIahRul i g |
e The compilation of ‘Kaala Varisaiyil Bharathiyar Padaippugal’ took six decades of
tireless effort.
BT IRATZ AT HRIRAUR USWITA’ & YHa- H ©8 GUd| &) Hagd ol |
e Mr. Modi compared this effort to that of Pandurang Vaman Kane, who spent 35
years writing the History of Dharmashastra.

ot A1 3 S8 T & g1 Tig 9 &4 I BT, fSrgi- 35 9t § Y= &1
sfaer fera|

Great Thinker and Visionary

e faaR® 30T graxit

e Bharati was not just the pride of Tamil Nadu and the Tamil language but also
dedicated his life to Maa Bharati.
YR Had aireTg SR aftre YTt &t ford T8t 3, dfes I U Sita |i
IR 1 FHftd fopa|

o The government continues to spread awareness about Bharati’s contributions.

WHR HRA & TNEFT & TR &b T TR H1H AR WL 2|

Spiritual Bond with Kashi

BT & ITY MATTHD JAdY
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e Bharati's relationship with Kashi is part of its heritage, noted Mr. Modi.
BT & Y UGl BT Yoy SHDT URIgR BT e g, ot Al 3 Pl

e Despite living only 39 years, Subramania Bharati made an indelible mark on India’s
cultural, intellectual, and social fabric.

$ad 39 aUI & SHigHId H, GFHUAT YRG! 7 YR & Fipiad, NfGH 3R Imfore

T[-91 WR 387 sru3Ial
Opposition  gpposition plans motion to impeach
plans motion | p judge
toimpeach  fRyger J quft & oIwt ¥ FAeTw TR

UP. judge

GS Paper II: Judiciary |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition has started
efforts to move an im-
peachment motion against
Allahabad High Court
judge Shekhar Kumar Ya-
dav for his controversial
statements at a recent
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
event.

Independent MP and
senior lawyer Kapil Sibal
has initiated the work to
submit separate notices to
both Rajya Sabha Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar
and Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla to impeach Jus-
tice Yadav.

The notice needs the
endorsement of 50 MPs in
the Rajya Sabha to be con-
sidered by the Chairman
or 100 MPs in the Lok Sab-
ha to be taken up as an im-
peachment motion in the
Lok Sabha.
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URATd Bt GIe=T 94918

. The Opposition has started efforts to move an impeachment
motion against Allahabad High Court judge Shekhar Kumar
Yadav for his controversial statements at a recent Vishwa Hindu
Parishad event.

f3uer 3 saATgIaTE S AT & ATATER AR FHR d16d &
@awﬁg%gwﬂua%eﬂ%mwfrﬁqwﬁammﬁ
B TEIHINT URATd A & TN Ye o el ¢ |

. Independent MP and senior lawyer Kapil Sibal has initiated the
work to submit separate notices to both Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla to impeach
Justice Yadav.

WA e 3R IR Pid Hiud RHese 3 ISTTHT S FUTIRT
WY YFRaS 3R AHaYT et 3 fasan &) <y arga &
T 3reTT-3reTT e 37 BT HTH T R AT B

. The notice needs the endorsement of 50 MPs in the Rajya
Sabha to be considered by the Chairman or 100 MPs in the Lok
Sabha to be taken up as an impeachment motion in the Lok Sabha.
39 NeH &1 JHYT gRT fG=R & 1T IsaayT # 50 Hiwa) a1
BT H HTIHINT TRTd & U H ISH & T 100 HiFGH & THA
P SHTIRIH Bl 3
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Our drive against
manual scavenging
will continue: SC

IGS Paper I: Society |
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday vowed to go to
“any extent possible” to
ensure that manual sca-
venging and hazardous
manual cleaning of sewers
and septic tanks are wiped
out, saying the issue dealt
with the question of hu-
man dignity.

“This is something very
close to our hearts and
minds. We will not leave it.
We tell you, we will go to
any extent to get our judg-
ment of October 2023
complied with, come what
may,” a Special Bench of
Justices Sudanshu Dhulia
and Aravind Kumar ad-
dressed the Central go-

vernment. The Centre was
represented by Additional
Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati.

October judgment

The Supreme Court was
referring to its October 20,
2023 judgment in which it
had issued directions to
the Union and State go-
vernments to take mea-
sures to eradicate manual
scavenging and hazardous
cleaning across the
country.

The court had noted
that these “inhuman” oc-
cupations continue, often
with fatal results when
workers die of asphyxia.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Our drive against manual
scavenging will continue:
SC

THRT AT A3

T dfoiT & faere et
TR: ﬁlﬂ'ﬂ DI

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday
vowed to go to “any extent possible” to
ensure that manual scavenging and
hazardous manual cleaning of sewers and
septic tanks are wiped out, as the issue
dealt with the question of human dignity.
G B¢ A FUaR $I T8 AT A &
forg fonet ot 3¢ 9 9" F 91d B [
A3 TH AT 3R WA aiid o Haw
IR AF <o Tt ABTE TA 71, Hifh T§
HIHeT {1 TRET A JeT 8

e A Special Bench of Justices Sudanshu
Dhulia and Aravind Kumar assured the
Central government, represented by

Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, that they will not leave the matter

unresolved.

T Yeig yferar Sk sRfdg AR o1 faviv die 3 sifafvea HiferRie sAra

Teyat wrdt gR1 Uit R X6 Fs ERER S Sy o i 3 39 Ama &Y s

Tol Bre |

e The court emphasized compliance with its October 20, 2023 judgment, which
directed the Union and State governments to take measures to eradicate manual
scavenging and hazardous cleaning across the country.

3{ETAd = 3T 20 SFLSR 2023 F FAvfa & ure R oK fean, o g ok g
WHRI Bl CUHR T A3 ThATONT 3R WaARATS WIS B THIG B & (o8 Hed
o™ o fd=T faam |
o The court noted that these “inhuman” occupations often result in fatalities when
workers die of asphyxia during hazardous cleaning.
3IETAd - BT fh T " SHTHATT" AT 3R UIddh A1ad 8Id &, ofd YHd ged &
HRU GARAD IS B GRI U S 711 &d |
e Justice Dhulia questioned the lack of progress, stating, “Show us one model
municipality where there is no hazardous cleaning.”

[ yferar 3 TIfd @1 HH IR a1 S3Td gU Fal, "8 U UuT Hied R A

femmsy, S5l ®ls WaR-Te gwTs gl glatl”
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e Amicus curiae and senior advocate K. Parameshwar highlighted three recent Delhi
High Court judgments, which ordered enhanced compensation to families of sewer
cleaning victims.

TEE R 3R oy Ioia &. AR A el 3= =mareg & i+ gifern et
H1 Iei o, ForH Har I Uifsdl & URaR! &1 96T §31T AT ¢ T 3G
ez
e The court directed the Social Justice Ministry to meet with the States within two
weeks to formulate an action plan for implementing the October 2023 judgment.

ST = IS AT TATd &1 e faa o 98 of "warg & v wsal & 9y
J3F DX 3R AFEAR 2023 & FA0Fg P A 3 & € T B o1 IR HR|

e The court warned the government to resolve implementation issues or face
contempt action.

3ETAd 7 WRBR B! Ad1a- &1 b i Hraf-aa § TN 4 151 g8 <l SITHHAT

HRATS BT JIHAT HAT US|

Indian scientists develop novel gene therapy
to provide one-time solution for haemophilia

|GS Paper lil: S&T |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Scientists in India have re-
ported success with using
gene therapy to treat sev-
ere haemophilia A, a rare
hereditary condition re-
sulting from a faulty gene
which triggers severe,
spontaneous, and poten-
tially  fatal  bleeding
episodes.

Though only tested on
five patients in Tamil Nadu
so far, none of them have
reported bleeding epi-
sodes over an average fol-
low-up period of 14
months. It is not unusual
for those with haemophilia
to have weekly bleeding
episodes, requiring fre-
quent treatment. The re-
sults of the study were re-

Costly affair: Per-patient cost of treating haemophilia in India is
reported to be 32.54 crore over a 10-year period. GETTY IMAGES

ported in the
peer-reviewed New En-
gland Journal of Medicine
(NEJM) earlier this week.
The trial was led by Alok
Srivastava of the Centre for
Stem Cell Research (CSCR)
at the Christian Medical

College in Vellore, and fi-
nancially supported by the
Union Department of Bio-
technology.

One-time solution
The typical treatment for
the condition requires in-

jections at frequent inter-
vals, with infusions of a
“clotting factor” to prevent
bleeding. Gene therapy
treatments, however, pro-
mise to be a one-time solu-
tion. A gene introduced in-
to the body teaches it to
create enough of the clot-
ting factor that can prevent
such haemorrhage.
Haemophilia can be
classified as minor or sev-
ere depending on the per-
centage of clotting factor
present. Haemophilia A,
the more common version
of the condition, is caused
by the absence of a blood-
clotting factor called Fac-
tor VIIL. Even though hae-
mophilia is a rare disorder,
India has the world’s se-
cond-largest patient pool,
with an estimated 40,000

to 1,00,000 patients.

Those with Severe He-
mophilia A have less than
1% of the clotting factor,
and manage the condition
with repeated Factor VIII
replacement, monoclonal
antibodies, or injecting
substances that mimic Fac-
tor VIII to stop or prevent
bleeding. Because of the
nature of the condition
and the relatively low num-
bers of patients, treatment
can be expensive. A March
2024 research study in the
journal Heliyon estimates
the per-patient cost of
treating a haemophilia pa-
tient in India to be
$300,000 (or 2.54 crore)
over a 10-year period.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Indian scientists develop novel gene therapy to

provide the one-time solution for haemophilia

mmﬁuémﬁaﬁﬁzﬂﬁvﬂﬁm%ﬁqwmm
THTYT UG H3 arell 95 oiid R fasiya &t

e Scientists in India have reported success with using gene therapy to treat severe
haemoplhilia A, a rare hereditary condition causing severe and potentially fatal
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bleeding episodes.
YRA & a1 = TR gHHTwIerr A & o & g i Rdt & ITiT & wadT
! RO & &, N T goH I=Tga fRURT & iR 1R 3 Suifad &0 & 91qe Xaaad &l
HRU S B

e This therapy has been tested on five patients in Tamil Nadu, none of whom
reported bleeding episodes during an average 14-month follow-up.

29 U BT W& affraqrg & uia T8 IR foar man, 5 § feddt T off shrae 14
HEH & BIdl-3T &b SR IHTHTd B RIS 761 S|

o Patients with haemophilia often experience weekly bleeding episodes, requiring
frequent treatment.
HEifear § difed 7l @) ARR TS IFTHTd BT I BT Uedl 8, o
T IR-IR 316l 1 STIRIHAT BIch 5|

e The study results were published in the peer-reviewed New England Journal of
Medicine (NEJM) earlier this week.
T & GRS I8 &I o & WHifera uiier < $ds o-a 3w afshRe
(NEJM) H UehTiRId fobT U

e The trial was led by Alok Srivastava of the Centre for Stem Cell Research (CSCR),
Christian Medical College, Vellore, with financial support from the Union
Department of Biotechnology.

Tg TRlerr IR R fpfiae AfSwa sras & Tex Bk ©0 9a RO (Cscr) &
Tm%mﬁmwﬁ?sﬁﬁﬂaﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmmﬁ?ﬂu
T UTe g3l

One-time solution
D dIR DT JHTUTA

e Traditional treatments for haemophilia require frequent injections of a clotting
factor to prevent bleeding, while gene therapy offers a one-time solution by
enabling the body to produce enough clotting factor.

SHIBIfRT & URURS ST & IGaHTd 1 A & ol IR-IR FelfeT baex &
O P MIIDT Bldt g, SIdfh S AUT TP TR BT FHTYT UG Hal § 3R
IRR B 7T Sl haex 919 § & St B

e Haemophilia A, the more common form of haemophilia, is caused by the absence of
Factor VIII, a blood-clotting factor.
SIwiferar A, S SHIwIfer &1 3if¥ie IR 7 8, Hhaex Vil B SufRUf & HRuT
g1 B, Sl Y& &7 YahT S aTall U dcd ¢ |

e India has the second-largest haemophilia patient pool globally, with an estimated
40,000 to 1,00,000 patients.
YRA H g | EHIwHeraT & oy 9 98 WRIW 6, [T T3 TIHT 40,000 &
1,00,000 & ST 5

o Patients with severe haemophilia A have less than 1% of the clotting factor and
often require repeated Factor VIl replacement or other treatments.
TR Frarwiferar A 3 Qifsa mRie 7 1% & 0 FieT HaeR 51 § 3R 3 AR
Traex VIl TFTRITTH 31 310 JUDR] BT A=l el 6|

e Treatment for haemophilia can be expensive, with an estimated cost of $300,000
(%2.54 crore) per patient over 10 years, as per a March 2024 study in the journal
Heliyon.
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$300,000 (32.54 BIS) T, ST fb AT 2024 & S Bfer< & U 3ieqgT & gdman

TR

The long and complex road to assisted dying

|GS Paper II: Right to die with dignity |

n November 29, 2024, while

introducing the Terminally Il Adults

(End of Life) Bill 2024-25 (The Assisted

Dying Law) to the British House of
Commons, the Member of Parliament, Kim
Leadbeater told a rather distressing story of an
“agonising death”.

A 47-year-old music teacher with a young son,
Ms. Leadbeater said, had suffered from bile duct
cancer which obstructed his bowel. On his last
day, this saw him vomit faecal matter for five
consecutive hours, before he choked and died.
The vomiting was so violent that he could not be
sedated and, what is worse, he had stayed
conscious through the ordeal. All the while, his
wife pleaded with doctors to help. But the
physicians treating him were helpless. The look
of horror on his face as he died, his family say, is
something that will never leave them.

Ms. Leadbeater narrated the teacher’s case to
illustrate the suffering that many others face from
deadly illnesses, with no choice available to them
to seek assistance in ending their pain. The draft
law — which gives terminally-ill adults (in England
and Wales), with less than six months to live, the
right to die, once they have a request signed off
by two doctors and a high court judge — was
intensely debated. Eventually, the Bill was passed
with a majority of 55 votes, with 330 members
voting for it and 275 against.

In somewhat unusual circumstances, the
Members of Parliament had been released from
the tethers imposed on them by their party
whips. They had been asked to decide as their
conscience willed. As a result, what ensued was
all manners of interesting voting patterns. Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and his Conservative
predecessor Rishi Sunak voted in favour. The
Deputy Prime Minister, Angela Rayner, and the
Health Secretary, Wes Streeting, rejected the
draft

The complexity of the issue

With its passing in the Commons, the proposal is
now slated for review by a Public Bill Committee,
which will scrutinise, fine tune, and suggest
amendments to its various clauses, before it
returns the draft to Parliament for an ultimate
sanction. Therefore, there is still some way to go.
But seeing how previous efforts, to bring about a
law to allow assisted dying, have floundered, the
Bill’s passing represents a milestone, a victory for
those who consider the right to die, when faced
with an intolerable ailment, as intrinsic to human
liberty.

At the same time, the sharply divergent views
expressed amongst lawmakers in Britain also
shows us just how complex an issue this is. The
debates contain in them lessons that the rest of
the world can take, in deciding how best to allow

N

Suhrith
Parthasarathy
an advocate
practising in the
Madras High Court

The intricacies
involved — as
the debate in
the United
Kingdom shows
— should not
detract from
the fact that
this is also an
issue linked to
dignity and the
alleviation

of suffering

people to both lead, and end, their lives, with
dignity and compassion.

The opposition to the law primarily rests on
two planks. First, opponents argue that the law is
premised on a “slippery slope™ — that it would be
practically impossible to draw boundaries
limiting the right to assisted death, and that the
old and the disabled might be pressured into
choosing to end their lives in the midst of fears
that they might wind up becoming a burden on
their loved ones.

Critics also claim that a similar law employed
in Canada has produced worrying results.
Originally, following a 2015 judgment of the
country’s Supreme Court, the government
opened up avenues to allow assisted dying for
those whose death was “reasonably foreseeable”.
But the law has since been expanded through
judicial interpretation to make it applicable even
to those facing a “grievous and irremediable
medical condition”. In so doing, the bright lines
of the rule, the Bill’s detractors say, have been
dimmed.

‘There are legitimate cases’

Proponents of the law counter the criticism by
pointing to how the very invocation of a slippery
slope suggests that those making the argument
are offering a concession: that there are
legitimate cases where it might be justifiable to
help someone die. Moreover, the law, as drafted,
they say, is carefully tailored: it only includes
adults competent to make decisions, who are
ailing from a terminal diagnosis and who have
less than six months to live, to seek assistance in
ending their lives.

Additionally, the person making the claim will
be independently assessed by two doctors, with a
14-day reflection time afforded to them, and no
decision will be sanctioned without the High
Court’s approval. Lord David Neuberger, the
former President of the U.K. Supreme Court,
argues that the Bill’s clauses are tightly worded
enough to ensure that the law respects people’s
right of personal autonomy, and that there really
is no chance of its scope being enlarged through
judicial challenge.

The second cause for opposition stems from
rather more traditional, philosophical grounds,
sometimes resting on considerations of religion
and faith. The proposed law, these critics claim, is
simply deceit disguised as compassion, and
offends the inviolability of the right to life. In
response, the Bill's supporters concede that in
most cases, there ought to be serious objections
to the taking of one’s life, and to avoidably
allowing people to die. In ordinary
circumstances, objections founded on a person’s
right to life would prevail. But the conflict here,
as they demonstrate, is not especially

irreconcilable. For, as Ms. Leadbeater and others
have shown, the moral background in which the
debate resides cannot permit a wholesale
embargo on physician-assisted deaths. After all,
every adult, we generally recognise, has the right
to make significant decisions on how best to lead
their respective lives. This freedom, grounded in
the sovereignty of our bodies, may stem from
religious faith or simply from conscience, but,
regardless, it is something that is embedded in
each of us as human beings.

The state, no doubt, owes to us a duty to
ensure that we do not indulge in what Ronald
Dworkin described as “irrevocable acts of
self-destruction”. But, equally, the exercise of this
duty can under no circumstances “justify forcing
a competent dying patient to live in agony a few
weeks longer”. To do so would impinge squarely
on the freedom that each of us enjoys over our
lives and bodies.

On choice and dignity

In many ways, the debates in Britain assume
universal value. In India, the Supreme Court has
previously recognised a limited freedom to die, a
right both to passive euthanasia and a right to
make an “advance medical directive” — that is a
liberty to stipulate one’s preferences for medical
treatment, or the withdrawal thereof, should one
become incapacitated in the future. In its
judgment in Common Cause (A Regd. Society) vs
Union of India (2018), the Court found this right
as essential to liberty, as “an element of the
privacy of the being”.

The road from here to assisted dying is clearly
a long one. But the reasons which compel one to
hold in favour of individual dignity surely apply
just as vigorously to how one might want to go
about dealing with a terminal illness in their last
days. The latter choice is as critical to one’s
dignity and independence as it is to any other
decision that a person makes over her body and
life.

Deliberations made in Britain’s Parliament
have shown us that making laws to govern
assisted dying is a complicated affair. But the
mere prospect of a slippery slope, or the
possibility of abuse, cannot detract from the fact
that at stake here is something central to human
dignity — that is, the ability to allow people to
make conscious choices to alleviate the most
crushing forms of pain and suffering.

One can argue over the fine print of what a law
that allows for assisted dying must contain. But
there can be no doubt that the rudimentary
principle on which such a legislation will
inevitably rest is founded on ideas that are centra
to our existence, to our freedom to lead
meaningful lives, and to the rights to privacy,
dignity, and autonomy.

The Long and Complex Road to Assisted Dying

Tl UTd gog 1 ddt 3R sifed ufshar

On November 29, 2024, the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill
2024-25 (The Assisted Dying Law) was introduced in the British
House of Commons by Kim Leadbeater, who narrated a distressing
story to illustrate the need for the law.
29 T4eR 2024 B} fHH Aediex A fafewr gre 3t wia=7 & i
30 Tseed (TS TP A1sW) fad 2024-25 (F@madr Ured Yo HTL) URT
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The story was about a 47-year-old music teacher suffering from bile duct cancer,
which caused him to vomit fecal matter for five consecutive hours before he choked

and died, despite his wife pleading for help.

I8 HEI T 47 aufa Wia Rigrd 31 o, o a15a sae R I Ulfed 3 3R I9H
Ui 4¢ a% TaR 90 Uard &1 Iect B, o 3961 Jg 81 718, Sl 3! Ul Hag
DI [ER I I |

The Bill proposes granting terminally-ill adults (in England and Wales) with less
than six months to live, the right to die with a request approved by two doctors
and a high court judge.

ﬁaﬁw%%wuﬁﬁﬁmwmaﬁmﬁ?wﬁwm @S 3R
ded H) B 7 BT SHUPR a1 ST, 27 I7ab! TiepT g Siaesl 3R T 3=
AT & <AraTeh= gR1 Wigd 51|

The Bill was passed in the Commons with a majority of 55 votes (330 members for
and 275 against).

Ig fod STa=a | 55 Hal & 9gHd (330 & F 3R 275 faRiy &) ¥ wifkd g

MPs were allowed to vote as per their conscience, leading to interesting voting
patterns: Prime Minister Keir Starmer and former PM Rishi Sunak voted for it,
while Deputy PM Angela Rayner and Health Secretary Wes Streeting opposed it.

el B 3 fAAPIIIR A &1 srgafa &t 718, s SR foeey AdeH de
3 T GUTAHE PR TRk SR gd gt B A | ue F gaeH e, Sefe
I YU Tt 3R 3R @Ry Iafa a9 Wifewn A faRiy foa|

The Complexity of the Issue

e, DI SAfeadr

After passing in the Commons, the Bill will now be scrutinized by a Public Bill
Commiittee to suggest amendments before it is returned for final approval.
S H UIRd B & 91, e &1 ufRres foe A gR1 S S diies Sy g
S T 3R 3 Sifew dopt & forg e o 9 |
The Bill's passage marks a milestone for advocates of the right to die, considering it
intrinsic to human liberty.
?WWWWW%W@WWW%WWmWW

I
Critics argue that the law might lead to a “slippery slope”, where it becomes hard to
draw boundaries, and vulnerable groups (like the elderly and disabled) may feel
pressured to choose assisted dying.

ATAFH b o & b T8 BT "fpaa ¥} e " &1 HRUT &7 Thd 8, STat JTAg
Wi w37 8 S 3R g 3R fasaiTT S FHSR T4g! IR YeTad! W J &1
TG B P1 oA ol Ibdl & |

Opponents highlight the experience in Canada, where the law initially allowed
assisted dying only for those whose death was “reasonably foreseeable”, but later
expanded to include those with a “grievous and irremediable medical condition”.

ORI = HTST BT ISR &, STgf B L= H had 39 Al o fore Fgradl uTed
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‘There are legitimate cases’

'S Y A &

e Proponents of the law argue that the invocation of a slippery slope acknowledges
there are legitimate cases where it might be justifiable to help someone die.

HT &b JASF qh od ¢ 1o (AU T HT1 Ya I8 WHR 1 ¢ for T 39 A
B AP § g [yl B Aaa I IId 8l Ihdl g

e The law includes adults competent to make decisions, who are terminally ill with less
than six months to live, to seek assistance in ending their lives.

g I 31 aGTP| ] A BT & S (Hofa a4 & e €, e uraes $1AR) 8 3R
S U1 B8 HEIH | SH ST THY 1 5, U Sl JHIG & Fgradr 7 & |

e The claim will be independently assessed by two doctors, with a 14-day reflection
period, and requires High Court approval.
314 &1 Ggih g SIdel gRT Waa ¥4 ¥ a1 S, ford 14-f&1 &1 gafdar
TG BT, 3R 34 S <UTATAd B WIPid B! ATl G|

e Lord David Neuberger, former President of the U.K. Supreme Court, believes the Bill is
tightly worded to ensure respect for personal autonomy without judicial overreach.

g &b, A BIC & Jd 3 Als SfAs YEIR &1 A & & I8 [999s aafaad
wmaﬂg%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmw%ﬁ@ﬁwmﬁ
GHTGT |

Traditional Philosophical Grounds

URUR® gRifA® U

e Critics claim the law is deceit disguised as compassion and violates the inviolability
of the right to life.
3{Tefrereh gl B & fd 78 B yfa & =0 8 fyur arar g siR fiaa &
STUDPR DI AT DT Jccig- Bl ?I?F%

e Supporters argue that objections to taking one’s life are valid in ordinary
circumstances, but the debate here is about the freedom to alleviate terminal
suffering.

e a 4d § o arrr uRfRuforat & e s s & Rty Iferd §, Afes Tst
I UTaD ST B HH B $t Waadl » IR A g

o Every adult has the right to make decisions about their life, rooted in the
sovereignty of their bodies, whether through religious faith or personal conscience.

B TUP DI 3T g b aR 7 077 A7 37 PR 8, off TR A Fuyar d PRk @,
T8 I8 UTftier fayTT & Aremw O 81 a1 AfFdTTd SR I

On Choice and Dignity

TG4 3R TRAT R

e In India, the Supreme Court has recognized limited freedom to die, including passive
euthanasia and the right to an advance medical directive (2018 judgment in
Common Cause v. Union of India).
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e The right to make significant decisions, especially in terminal illness, is critical to one’s
dignity and independence.

Tgayuf fufg oF &1 SifieR, favy U ¥ arde SRt & Ama H, fodt o ifer siv
Tl & ol Agaqyi g |

e While making laws on assisted dying is complex, human dignity and autonomy
demand the ability to make conscious choices to alleviate suffering.

TERIAT- 3R G TR BT ST Sifed 8, Afch-1 AEIT TRHT R TWrar UieT &
HH B & OIU T [dHed T BT &Hal & i Bl g

e The rudimentary principle of such legislation rests on the rights to privacy, dignity,
and autonomy, central to human existence.

Y S &1 9o fRgia Mrositadr, T ik W & SiReRI | Sruid 8, S
AT 31 & forw i |

Does the Right to life also mean the right to take one’s own life?

Suicide law in India: Under Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code, an attempt to commit
suicide is punishable with simple imprisonment up to one year and/or a fine.

The Supreme Court in 1994 not only decriminalized the attempt to suicide but also observed
that the 'right to life’ includes the ‘right to die.’

Gian Kaur case (1996): A five-judge bench headed by Justice J.S. Verma in Gian Kaur case
(1996) made 'Right to die' unconstitutional. The Court held that the right to life under Article 21
does not include the right to die.

In 2008, the Law Commission recommended that the suicide bids be decriminalized. It
suggested that the intention to commit suicide should be seen as a manifestation of a diseased
condition of mind, requiring care and treatment, not punishment. It also pointed out that only a
handful of nations like Pakistan, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Singapore, and India have persisted with
this undesirable.

Arguments against decriminalizing suicide

It is argued that no individual has complete autonomy with respect to life. His family does have
a claim over him.

A person may be the sole breadwinner of his family and if he commits suicide, his family would
certainly be driven to destitution.

Based on the individualistic tradition of life as opposed to a community way of life

Govt has the responsibility to stop violence even if it is self-inflicted

Arguments in favor of decriminalizing suicide

It is unfortunate that this is the only law that penalizes for not being successful in committing
an offense

Anyone committing suicide certainly needs soft words and wise counseling, not stony dealing
by a jailor following harsh treatment meted out by a heartless prosecutor.

Some people argue that life is given by God and thus should also be taken by him and thus
right to die is against religious values. Even by citing examples from the mythology of Lord
Rama taking Jal Samadhi in the Sarayu to Buddha and Mahavira achieving death by seeking it,
suicide could not be termed an irreligious act.
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e Questions are also raised over the rights of those persons who are terminally ill and want to die
with dignity.
e Aruna shaunbaug Vs Uol: Right to die with Dignity.

J TIE _JHINDU |\

[GS Paper II: Parliament |
A'wide aisle

Parliament must remain the forum for
airing the views of all representatives
l n a move that is unprecedented in India’s

parliamentary history, 60 Members of the

Rajya Sabha have expressed a loss of confi-
dence in the Chairman, Jagdeep Dhankhar, who
is also the Vice-President of India. These Mem-
bers of Parliament, from the Opposition, have gi-
ven notice for a resolution seeking his removal
from office. The resolution is unlikely to face a
vote, and will be defeated if it does. But that is be-
side the point. What is real and damaging for de-
mocracy is the trust deficit between the Chair
and the Opposition members. Mr. Dhankhar’s
rulings and his public statements have been cited
by the Opposition as proof of his partisanship.
Mr. Dhankhar’s decision to allow Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MPs to speak on the subject of an ad-
journment motion that he himself had rejected
on December 9 was the final trigger for the ex-
treme step by the Opposition. These members al-
so see, among other things, a pattern of the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, being disallowed to speak,
and Mr. Dhankhar publicly amplifying views of
the government and berating those of the Oppo-
sition. Most often, it is career politicians who are
elected, through a partisan contest, to supposed-
ly apolitical positions such as President, Vice-Pre-
sident and Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Once in of-
fice, they largely stay above the fray. Hence, the
notice for a no-confidence motion against the Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman marks an unfortunate turn
for democracy.

It is no coincidence that all this comes against
the backdrop of a constant campaign by the BJP
to shrink the Opposition space. Criticism of the
government is portrayed as an anti-national act,
and institutions and individuals are often target-
ed through insinuations. There is little engage-
ment between the BJP and the Opposition. If Par-
liament merely becomes yet another platform for
political diatribe, it will erode rather than rein-
force democracy. The message from parliamen-
tary proceedings to the citizenry should be that
the government is sensitive to their voices. The
government’s defence of Mr. Dhankhar included
a reference to his caste, and condemnation of the
principal Opposition party, with the insinuation
that it was anti-India. While the government gets
its way by virtue of its majority, the Opposition
must have its say. When Parliament is held hos-
tage to hostility between the government and the
Opposition, the Chair is expected to mediate and
find a way forward. This role of the Chair is pos-
sible only when its occupant is neutral and seen
as such. Regardless of the merit of the grievances,
the Chairman could take a proactive approach to
reassure his critics that he is above the political
fray for the sake of institutional integrity.
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A Wide Aisle

AT TART

. Parliament must remain the forum for
airing the views of all representatives.

Iue gt ufafafir & faary &) sued $31 &1
HT g1 381 91ie Q|

Unprecedented Move in India’s Parliamentary
History

YRA & HAGIT §fagTd A AYAYd HeH

. 60 Members of the Rajya Sabha have expressed a loss
of confidence in the Chairman, Jagdeep Dhankhar, who is
also the Vice-President of India.

ISTEHT & 60 TSI A L& SHIGIT YT, Sl URd &b
SWRIFYfd ot §, & Ul faym 31wt Fad 31 &

. These Members of Parliament (MPs) from the
Opposition have given notice for a resolution seeking his
removal from office.

@ggaqmﬁﬁa%wﬁsaﬁ%mwmﬁﬁv
|

. The resolution is unlikely to face a vote and will be
defeated if it does.

Ig URATd HAGH BT ATHAT IR BT GUTGAT el § 3R TG T
gIaT g Al I8 ORI g1 S|

. What is damaging for democracy is the trust deficit
between the Chair and the Opposition members.

AP & fore P R® a1 e 3R fauel Je=ai & oiw
Iy T B B

Allegations of Partisanship Against the
Chairman

3eAE TR Y&UTd & ARIY

. The Opposition has cited Mr. Dhankhar’s rulings and
public statements as proof of his partisanship.

fquer 3 &t yRas & fAofal R wrd e Tl & 396
Y&ITd T JHT0T S 5 |
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The trigger for the extreme step was his decision to allow BJP MPs to speak on an
adjournment motion that he himself had rejected on December 9.

9 feHaR ! ITIA U R URATd B! WIS B & FTaolg stordl Jiaa! &l Sieq o
3R &, S 39 HeH HT &I BRI 1|

The Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, has often
been disallowed to speak, and Mr. Dhankhar has been amplifying government views

publicly.

ISTHHT # fIuer & a1 AfeTe e @il &) SRR sieq o1 3gHfd Tel 78, 3R &t
YRIS AW TG J THR & [qaR! Bl 9¢1dT o ||

The Role of Apolitical Positions

R -TeRfe va) 7 yfreT

Most often, career politicians are elected to supposedly apolitical positions such
as President, Vice-President, and Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

3R ITeTifae HRAT ared AaT Igufa, SWRTPUf iR ApaHT Sremes o IR-
eI Tel )R g1 9 B

Once in office, they largely stay above the fray.

U& IR 3 & 916 d STHIR TR IAeHIad qaqel § SR I|d 8 1

The no-confidence motion against the Rajya Sabha Chairman marks an
unfortunate turn for democracy.

RTSAT 37eaef o R SfIYRT UeTa Aidhaa & fore guiwagul ms g |

Opposition Space Shrinking
fauer & v &1 Rmen

The BJP is conducting a constant campaign to shrink the Opposition space.

YToTuT faugs & WA Y Hifed B & 1T TR S g 361 3|

Criticism of the government is portrayed as an anti-national act, and institutions and
individuals are targeted through insinuations.

WHR B AT D1 IP-FaRieh wred & = 7 yrgd fobar S 8, 3R WYY 3R
ATl DT Hapdl &b HILH Y AR SH11 91t 3

Parliament must not become a platform for political diatribe, as it will erode
democracy.

gﬁﬁﬂﬁmmﬂeﬁmﬁaqﬁmm@,a@ﬁ%mmw
|

Chair’s Role in Mediation

AT § e Dt YD1

The Chair is expected to mediate and find a way forward when Parliament is held
hostage to hostility between the government and the Opposition.

WHR 3R faue & sg & THY, AT T AHATIAT B3I 3R 3T BT IRAT
e &t IRfiE 31 STl 8|

This role is possible only when the Chair is seen as neutral and above the political

fray.
T YT quft Tva g 99 siwer & freger iR Ieifa | SR A S|
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Government’s Defence and Institutional Integrity
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e The government defended Mr. Dhankhar by referring to his caste and criticizing the
Opposition with insinuations of being anti-India.

WHR A N 4TS BT Al PT IG HIP 3R [que B HRA-faRIER 81 o1 dbai @

STAAT PP I-ThT §a1d fhaT|

e Regardless of the grievances, the Chairman must reassure critics that he is above the
political fray for the sake of institutional integrity.

RrpTadl o1 WRatg P fom, e o1 TN SRASdT & ol STaAaD! ol I8 MY
T I b 3 IoHifd T SHWR g

Vaikom — two States, two leaders and a tale of reform

GS Paper I: Vaikom

Sago was a landmark
socio-political moment like no other. The
Vaikom Struggle, which culminated in the
lifting of the barriers to the entry of backward
caste Hindus to the local temple in the erstwhile
Travancore princely state, would be the first of
many mass movements that brought political
attention to religious reform. Since then, the
Dravidian Movement founded by Periyar E.V.
Ramasamy and its self-respect principles have
enabled wider reforms within the Hindu religion
and paved the way for a more egalitarian society.
What is less understood is that this was made
possible only due to the insertion of a key clause
in the Constitution by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
Celebrating the centenary of Vaikom is not just a
tribute to Periyar’s persistence and B.R.
Ambedkar’s acumen but also a re-assertion of the
strong reformist tendencies that continue to
pervade through modern-day politik in South
India.

The evolution of a mass movement
The Vaikom Struggle was fought against the
prohibition of backward caste Hindus from
walking on the streets adjacent to the Vaikom
Mahadeva temple. When leaders of Kerala State
Congress Committee and other social activist
leaders began agitating against the injustice, they
faced a clamp down by the administration. With
the entry of Periyar in 1924, it slowly became a
mass movement, bringing people from all classes
within its fold. In November 1925, when the
restrictions to walk on the streets finally lifted,
the long arc of political movement began tilting
towards social justice. In the decade that
followed, movements erupted in other parts of
the country, with B.R. Ambedkar leading protests
to enter the Ambadevi Temple and Kalaram
Mandir, where Dalits were denied entry.
However, the trajectory of reform in South

s
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India was progressing at a faster pace with the
Legislative Assembly introducing a Bill to allow
temple entry in 1932, followed by the Travancore
Temple Entry Proclamation in 1936, the Malabar
Temple Entry Bill 1938. There was also the entry
of backward castes in the Madurai Meenakshi
Sundareswarar Temple and the Thanjavur
Brihadeeswara Temple in 1939. The Madras
Temple Entry Authorization Act 1947 enabled
Hindus of all castes to enter and offer worship in
all temples within the then Madras Presidency.

Though many of these reforms took place
prior to the adoption of the Constitution of India,
the Constituent Assembly took great care in
delimiting the right to freedom of religion. During
discussions on December 7, 1948, B.R. Ambedkar
included the prefix ‘subject to public order,
morality and health’ restricting the extent of the
fundamental right and thereby enabling state
intervention when necessary.

These seven words went on to form the legal
and legitimate basis for reforms within the fold of
religion, thereby enabling constitutional courts to
intercede when there was a contestation of
fundamental rights, namely between those of
equality and religion.

State and the issue of regulation

The larger issue has always been whether
temples, and religion at large, can be regulated by
the state. If this is allowed, some argue, then the
government will lose its secular character. There
can be nothing further from the truth or logic.
The intervention of the State to regulate temples,
which are public spaces, is to ensure equality and
access. A long history, beginning with the
enactment of the Madras Hindu Religious
Endowments Act 1927 to the present-day Tamil
Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Act 1959, would make it apparent
the legislative intent to manage religious affairs in

consonance with public order and morality. This
position has been confirmed through various
judgments beginning from The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious Endowments, Madras vs Sri
Lakshmindra Thirtha S of Sri Shirur Mutt
1954 (Shirur Mutt case), where the Supreme
Court of India upheld the proposition that the
state can manage the secular affairs of the temple
and propounded the test of essential religious
practice.

Since then, successive governments in Tamil
Nadu, beginning in 1970, have enacted laws to
enable backward caste Hindus to be appointed as
archakas (priests), which some have regarded as a
contentious act of interference in religious affairs.
In such instances, the Court has upheld the right
of the State to manage secular matters in temples
while carving out a special category of ‘Agamic
temples’.

Change and resistance

Over the last few years, Governments of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu have appointed hundreds of
trained archakas, Odhuvaars and Bhattacharyas
from non-Brahmin castes. These have been met
with resistance within and outside the courts of
law. These reforms challenge orthodox religious
beliefs and entrenched social diktats.
Nevertheless, the push for reforms is stronger
than before. One hundred years after Vaikom and
over 75 years since the Constituent Assembly
debate on this issue, there is a compelling moral
consensus that is emerging. While the
Governments of Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
collaborated to commemorate the centenary of
the Vaikom Struggle on December 12, 2024, they
are also celebrating a historic event that brought
together two States. They are paying tribute to
the start of a social reform trajectory that was
made possible due to the coming together of two
of the greatest leaders.

Vaikom — Two States, Two Leaders and a Tale of

Reform

DI — &I IS, & AT 3R JUR BT !

A little over 100 years ago, the Vaikom Struggle became a landmark
socio-political moment, leading to the lifting of barriers for
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backward caste Hindus to enter the Vaikom Mahadeva Temple in
Travancore princely state.

100 IT Ugd, I ATY U CfagTRIe AHIRIG - TS d® &7 a1
a1, forTe fUedt wnfa & fEgsi 1 Fraue R RarTd o dov ueea
i & TRy @Y SRy foreh |

This struggle brought political attention to religious reform and paved the way for
egalitarian society through the Dravidian Movement initiated by Periyar E.V.
Ramasamy.

=g oy 7 erfifer gurR o1 3R Ierifde @ seid fear oik afaR 3.4t st
ERT % U U &fag Sigier & ATy ¥ JHM WA & 7T Il ST

The inclusion of a key clause in the Constitution by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar facilitated
these reforms.

31 WHRTT Sids®~ gRT Wfay™ H Ueh Hgeayul Wraum= siie- 3 I JUR JYd 1 9 |

The Evolution of a Mass Movement

TS oI 3figiad &1 f[asr™

The Vaikom Struggle opposed the prohibition of backward caste Hindus from
walking on streets near the Vaikom Mahadeva Temple.

A5 HgY 7 9D HeTed HidR & U & G5! R sl A1t & fEgei & I
WR yfdsy &1 favly faa

When the Kerala State Congress Committee began the protest in 1924, it faced a
clampdown by the administration.

S B T BT A T 1924 T ARy YRE fsan, O vRme gR1 39 g fo |
The movement gained momentum with Periyar’s entry and became a mass
movement, culminating in November 1925 with the removal of restrictions.

AROR & YA F siicia &l i el iR 98 T o Sfigied & 1, 5l AdaR 1925
T yfdey g o H1Y AT gl
Subsequent temple reform movements in South India included:
o 1932: Legislative Assembly introduced a Temple Entry Bill.
o 1936: Travancore Temple Entry Proclamation.
o 1938: Malabar Temple Entry Bill.
o 1939: Entry of backward castes in Madurai Meenakshi Sundareswarar
Temple and Thanjavur Brihadeeswara Temple.
o 1947: Madras Temple Entry Authorization Act, allowing Hindus of all castes
to enter temples in Madras Presidency.
G & WY GUR Sfiale § Glaor yRa # e o
1932: fqur g1 3 #feT yawr fadas o fohar|
1936: FTUIDR HiCR I GINor|
1938: HIATER Hidx U4 faege |
;%:Tg:n@tﬁm&ﬁ'ﬁa?w#ﬁ? 3R dITgR geasR AfeR 7 et wnfodt &1
I

o 1947 HETH HieR A= wiftreur siftferay, e agry IRfiew & #@fel A
Tt Siferat & fégan &t vawr & srgHfa &

O O O O
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State and the Issue of Regulation

oy 3R faf e &1 g1

The Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Act 1927 and later legislations aimed to
ensure equality and access in temples.

e fig urftier sdtawdt siftfiram 1927 SiR a18 & ST &1 3= HieR! & TuTar
3R ugT gFAfa w1 1l

The Shirur Mutt case (1954) upheld the state’s right to manage the secular affairs
of temples and introduced the essential religious practice test.

RR=Y 7o AHET (1954) 7 1R &y Arae & Efid FA F AT &
fYFHR BT AT < 3R ga urfifer wutail &) Siig & YBard &

Change and Resistance

f¥ad iR faiy

In Tamil Nadu and Kerala, non-Brahmin caste members have been appointed as
archakas (priests), despite resistance.

ATy SR Fea & TR-F1RI07 Wifd & el & e (RIfed) Fgad fosar
EGIECAERERE

Governments of both States are commemorating 100 years of Vaikom Struggle on
December 12, 2024, marking the collaboration between Periyar and Dr. Ambedkar.

Tl Al B TRBR 12 fEHaR 2024 1 dHH 99 & 100 99 797 3! €, & ARAR
3 ST, ISP b Tga B! i 2|
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The mosques which face survey petitions

Why h:

the origins of the Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra and the

IGS Paper ll: Protection
of Places of Worship

EXPLAINER

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:
uring a hearing of the
Gyanvapi petition in 2022,
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
made an oral observation that
Sections 3 and 4 of the Places of Worship
Act, 1991 do not prohibit the
“ascertainment of religious character” of
any place of worship. His oral observation
has had repercussions at the lower
judiciary with a number of districts and
sessions courts in Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan admitting petitions seeking to
“ascertain the religious character” of
mosques and other places of worship
built in medieval India and ordering their
surveys. Among the places facing calls for
survey are the Ajmer Dargah, Adhai Din
ka Jhonpra, the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, the Teelewali Masjid in
Lucknow, the Shamsi Jama Masjid in
Badaun, the Atala Masjid in Jaunpur
besides the better known cases of
Gyanvapi Masjid, and Eidgah in Mathura.

Are calls for surveys increasing?
Shortly after a civil judge in Sambhal
ordered a survey of the town’s Jama
Masjid on November 19, there has been a
slew of petitions calling for surveys of
mosques and dargahs. On November 24,
there was a repeat survey of the Sambhal
mosque which led to violence in which
six people were killed. Following the
violence, the Supreme Court asked the
report of the advocate commissioner to
be kept in a sealed cover, and directed the
mosque’s committee to approach the
Allahabad High Court to hear the case.
Around the same time, Ajmer’s West
Civil Court admitted a petition claiming
that the Ajmer dargah was originally a
Sankat Mochan Mandir. The demand led
to uproar as the dargah is frequented by
people of all religions and the Prime
Minister himself sends a chador for its
annual Urs in January. Disturbed by these

an oral observation made by Former Chief Justice of India DY

B o z

petitions, a number of retired bureaucrats
and Army personnel wrote to the Prime
Minister asking him to curtail what they
called, an “ideological assault on India’s
civilisational heritage”.

‘What about Adhai Din ka Jhonpra?
The dargah petition triggered demand for
the restoration of the 12th century
mosque Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra to its
alleged pre-Islamic heritage. The mosque,
located a few minutes away from the
dargah, is an Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) protected site. The demand
came from Ajmer’s Deputy Mayor Neeraj
Jain who reiterated claims that the Adhai
Din Ka Jhonpra was originally a Sanskrit
college and a temple before being
demolished towards the end of 12th
century. Earlier the demand for a Sanskrit
college and a temple at the site was raised

Historic site: People outside the Ajmer Sharif Dargah in Ajmer, Rajasthan, on November 28. i

after a Jain monk visited the mosque
along with some functionaries of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad. Soon after
Rajasthan Assembly speaker Vasudev
Devnani demanded an ASI survey at the
historic site, arguing, “An ASI survey
should immediately be done at Adhai Din
Ka Jhonpra to find out whether the Jain
delegates’ claim is true. It’s a subject to
research whether it was occupied and
converted into a mosque.”

The mosque was built by Qutubddin
Aibak around the time he built the
Quwwat-ul-Islam Masjid in the Qutub
Minar complex in Delhi. Sultan Iltutmish
beautified it in AD 1213 with a screen
pierced by corbelled engrailed arches
which appears in this country for the first
time. A protected monument, its name
stems from an Urs (fair) that used to be
held here for two and a half days. Hence

the expression Adhai Din or two and a
half days. However, the claim of the site
being a mosque has been disputed by
author Har Bilas Sarda who argued in his
book, Ajmer: Historical and Descriptive,
that Seth Viramdeva Kala built a Jain
temple here in celebration of the Jain
festival Panch Kalyan Mahotsava in 660
AD. The temple was destroyed by Afghans
of Ghor in 1192, he claimed.

The ASI doesn’t agree with the
assertion. About the mosque, the ASI
website states, “It was commenced by
Qutubuddin Aibak in about 1200 AD with
carved pillars used in colonnades... The
pillared (prayer) chamber is divided into
nine octagonal compartments and has
two small minarets on top of the central
arch. The three central arches carved
with Kufic and Tughra inscriptions make
it a splendid architectural masterpiece.”

‘What about the Shamsi Jama Masjid?
The 800-year-old Shamsi Jama Masjid is
the latest mosque to face contestation. A
fast-track court is hearing the claims of
Mukesh Patel of the Hindu Mahasabha
who filed a claim against the mosque,
insisting it was an ancient Neelkanth
Mahadev temple. In response, the Shamsi
Shahi mosque’s intezamia committee
argued the suit was non-maintainable.
Incidentally, the mosque is built on an
elevated area called Sotha Mohalla, and is
said to be the highest structure in Badaun
town. After Quwwatul Islam and Adhai
Din ka jJhonpra, it is the third oldest
mosque in north India.

After Badaun, cries are being made
about the historic Jama Masjid in Delhi
too — that it’s built at the site of a Vishnu
temple. With the districts and sessions
courts continuing to freely admit such
petitions, the provisions of the Places of
Worship Act 1991 which prohibit changing
the character of places of worship as they
stood on August 15, 1947, stand ignored.
Meanwhile, the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board appealed to the Supreme
Court to take suo moto notice of such
petitions and bar the lower level judiciary
from entertaining them in the future.

The mosques which face survey petitions

d ARSI S AJ&I0T gTfIhT3N BT ATHAT B Ial 8

Why has an oral observation made by Former Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud led to repercussions at the lower judiciary? What
is the contestation against the origins of the Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra
and the Ajmer dargah? What about the provisions of the Places of

Worship Act, 1991?

YRA & Yd G&I AT S1.915. 9598 gRT 3t 75 Hifas feuoft &
ATAUTFIeT THTE I UST? 31QT3 a1 BT SUST 3R

ISR GG B I & (e w1 faare 32 gor wua sufufam,

1991 & UTaUTI & IR W RIT?
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Shortly after a civil judge in
Sambhal ordered a survey of
the town’s Jama Masjid on
November 19, there has been a
slew of petitions calling for
surveys of mosques and
dargahs.

v

Among the places facing calls
for survey are the Ajmer
Dargah, Adhai Din ka Jhonpra,
the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, the Teelewali Masjid
in Lucknow besides the known
cases of Varanasi’s Gyanvapi
Masjid, and the Eidgah in
Mathura.

v

The 800-year-old Shamsi Jama
Masjid is the latest mosque to
face contestation. A fast-track
court is hearing the claims of
Mukesh Patel of the Hindu
Mahasabha who filed a claim
against the mosque, insisting it
was an ancient Neelkanth
Mahadev temple.
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Gyanvapi Petition Hearing and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud's Observation

A it gars iR =arayfd Starg. dugs ot feuft

During a hearing of the Gyanvapi petition in 2022, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
made an oral observation regarding Sections 3 and 4 of the Places of Worship Act,
1991, stating that these sections do not prohibit the “ascertainment of religious
character” of any place of worship.

2022 ® FrEaTdY it Y GAaTs & SR, Aargfd Stars. dugs A afie vt
%wﬁw%aﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁ g ®ed g o R gu i,
%991 Pt URT 3 3R 4 fredt ot gon =@ & afife wu ot vgae $33 | 78 Aot

I
His observation triggered consequences in the lower judiciary, with district and
sessions courts in Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan admitting petitions to ascertain the
religious character of mosques and other places of worship built in medieval India.
St fewoft A farelt —maurfereT # yfafsars 91 o, o IR uew iR
SR & e 3R |7 srgreral 3 Afadt ok o=y utfife el & utfife wu 3t
UEA HXA $I MDY WIPR PI, Sl AHDTAT HRA d a4 I
Places facing calls for surveys include Ajmer Dargah, Adhai Din ka Jhonpra,
Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal, Teelewali Masjid in Lucknow, Shamsi Jama Masjid
in Badaun, Atala Masjid in Jaunpur, in addition to better-known cases like Gyanvapi
Masjid and Eidgah in Mathura.
o R IR Ad&ur B T Pt A1 IE §, STH IR TG, SHUTS G P Fusy,
TS} STHT AfSTE FHHd #, A arell #feie a@+e, |, It s i seg o,
mmmm%\?ﬁmﬁ U ST AT AfeE 3R $ETTe AYRT i URTS

I

Increase in Calls for Surveys

wdgon 1 |7 A gfS

After a civil judge in Sambhal ordered a survey of the town’s Jama Masjid on
November 19, a number of petitions started seeking surveys of mosques and

dargahs.
19 FdeR B YAHA § T fRfdd o A 28R &) SITHT AfRIE BT Jd&fur A H1

?%mmmm&ﬁvwﬁ%ﬁ&mﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁuﬁmﬁ
|

On November 24, a repeat survey of the Sambhal mosque resulted in violence,
leading to the deaths of six people.

24 TR ! AU ARKIE BT e T ¥4 i & gga i, Rrad g avar
|

Following the violence, the Supreme Court directed the advocate commissioner’s
report to be kept in a sealed cover and instructed the mosque’s committee to
approach the Allahabad High Court to hear the case.

o & a1, gWi| oI A siftaaar T & Rl &1 At Fax § @A BT A
foan sk wftre #1 wfifa ®) w31 gars & e sareTere = =amrad 9 s
&1 frdar faam

Simultaneously, Ajmer’s West Civil Court admitted a petition claiming the Ajmer
dargah was originally a Sankat Mochan Mandir.
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1Y g, et 1 iyt Rifde #1 A ve arfet Wer o forad g8 qrar fean
T 3 ISR GRAIME g T Wbe Hia HidR 4Tl

The demand led to an uproar, as the dargah is frequented by people of all religions,
and even the Prime Minister sends a chador for its annual Urs in January.

3N AT | SaTd 99 T, HiP gg At o & AR §RT STl 8 3R g
Y 9P qiffer I P T Fa3 & F1ex Heid &1

Disturbed by these petitions, a group of retired bureaucrats and army personnel
wrote to the Prime Minister, urging him to curtail what they termed an “ideological
assault on India’s civilisational heritage.”

3 Ifae1al A IR F1HR, AaI-gd sgRIsbed MR AHHT 3 FuUTTH & 0=
for@® 379 “HRd B YT tRIEI W TR 3IHHU” Bl b BT TIE fHar

Adhai Din ka Jhonpra Case

TS &1 &1 FiivsT AT

The petition regarding the dargah led to a demand for the restoration of the 12th
century mosque, Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra, to its alleged pre-Islamic heritage.

7ME Hafdd arfaeT A 1241 9t ot afig srurd &7 &1 siiusT 3 39 &iia
gd-gwandt tRIgY | 98Td ®e &I Wil IRE B ot

The mosque, located near the Ajmer dargah, is a protected site under the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

g Af™e, SN 3eTAR SMTE & U fRIF B, YR [T HA&T (ASI) GIRT e
R gl

The demand for restoration came from Ajmer’s Deputy Mayor Neeraj Jain, who
reiterated that Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra was originally a Sanskrit college and temple
before being demolished in the late 12th century.

U STl B HiTT SR & SUHTUR ARl 94 gR1 So1¢ 7, g1 arewran b
YT AT BT INUST Yo U A TP Tpa drae MR iR o1, o 128 9t & i
H 7Y $ fear mar

Previously, a claim was made by a Jain monk and some members of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad who visited the mosque, suggesting the same.

TUEq, TP o1 1Y 3R 3o fay g ufvug & wew St #idie ST Hea T &, 3
gt grar faar AT

Following this, Rajasthan Assembly speaker Vasudev Devnani demanded an ASI
survey at the historic site, arguing that it should be examined to see if the Jain
delegates’ claim about the site being a Sanskrit college and temple is true.

9P T1¢, ISR fAUTTUT & e arged Sart A UfdeTRie wa w AsI 9d
P HIT BT, g8 T ¢d §U P Tg wiran s Tnfee fb o A9 ufafaftr &1 grar f&
g W U T&pd drael 3R HieR U1, TE 21

The History and Debate Around Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra

3rutg T3 o1 FiiusT &1 sfaer ok 989

The mosque was built by Qutubddin Aibak around the same time he constructed
the Quwwat-ul-Islam Masjid in the Qutub Minar complex in Delhi.

ARG aeei ¢ae gRT SH! qHg 918 1S <t o7 I21 Tga AR uieR &
Poad 39 ¥ATH AfRg o1 fator far
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Sultan lltutmish beautified it in 1213 AD with a screen pierced by corbelled
engrailed arches, which appeared in India for the first time.

AdH SeIdiu - 39 1213 W1 J Hivacs TS Y & 91y Joil, S URd §
gl 9R foad g1+

It is a protected monument, and its name Adhai Din comes from the Urs (fair) held
here for two and a half days.

g U WIS TR g, 3N 371 A1 HuTe fa1 39 I (@am) A forar war < ggi
e18 f& a6 smaifera giar Tl

The claim of the site being a mosque has been disputed by author Har Bilas Sarda,
who argued in his book Ajmer: Historical and Descriptive that a Jain temple was
built here by Seth Viramdeva Kala in 660 AD.

3 WA & ARG 311 & 1A ) s gfaard JRar A fyarfea fear g, ’rela
3Tt fordra SeraR: BfsTRI® SR auiTeT® # grar fasar i de dRwga w1a A
660 $EI H ggi I HiGY S=aTar U1

According to Sarda, the temple was destroyed by the Afghans of Ghor in 1192 AD.
TG & R, TR I TR & MBI = 1192 FXt | A9 B faam uml

The ASI does not agree with this assertion. According to the ASI website, the
mosque was commenced by Qutubuddin Aibak around 1200 AD with carved
pillars used in colonnades.

AS| 39 3T W HgHd 81 3| ASI ITgE & IJUR, AfSe 1 FHuivr $gad W
= T 1200 ST T G g5 WHI & 1Y Ha1 o1, S Sragd & Suai fre 1
Of

The pillared prayer chamber is divided into nine octagonal compartments and has
two small minarets on top of the central arch.

A YT e BT At ATHIg Feail | giet 791 7 R THS Hu AW B

SW G B AR §1

The three central arches are carved with Kufic and Tughra inscriptions, making it a

splendid architectural masterpiece.

gﬁuﬁgﬁwmﬁwﬁméﬁﬂé%, Wl 39 TP WAFER aIeg
g1 B

Shamsi Jama Masjid Controversy

Rf} ST v faare

The 800-year-old Shamsi Jama Masjid is the latest mosque facing contestation.

800 TTE YRT- XA} ST AfSg 3F fAarg &1 I8 32 E e 73 ufiig gl

A fast-track court is hearing the claims of Mukesh Patel of the Hindu Mahasabha,

who filed a claim that the mosque was originally an ancient Neelkanth Mahadev

temple.

TH BIRC-¢P PIc fog TSI b HR U GIRT TR B TS AIFAPT Bt JAATS B

:]?%' TS qran fasa Tt i g wie 4@ FU @ T Ui Hidds HgTad Al
I

In response, the Shamsi Shahi mosque’s intezamia committee argued that the suit

was non-maintainable.

9P oa19 |, TRt 3118 9fiae & Seoniar afufa 1 we1 i 98 geenr srdierd
ol

The mosque is built on an elevated area called Sotha Mohalla, which is said to be
the highest structure in Badaun town.
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After Quwwatul Islam and Adhai Din ka Jhonpra, it is the third oldest mosque in
North India.

Poad I SEATH 3R AYUTS G BT INTUST & Tg, Tg IR YRA DI I TaA R

I**

Claims on Jama Masjid in Delhi

feeet o ST wfeTg R grd

After Badaun, claims are being made about the historic Jama Masjid in Delhi,
alleging it was built at the site of a Vishnu temple.

991Y & 9T, feweh #1 Aeire v wfie &1 A WY 98 gl fPar w1 8 %
g U@ faw] wfeR & wid wR 7915 715 At

With district and sessions courts continuing to admit such petitions, the provisions
of the Places of Worship Act, 1991, which prohibit changing the character of places
of worship as they stood on August 15, 1947, are being ignored.

forat 3k I sreTardl grT Ot arRieTe 3t WeR P 9M & 1Y, R g
AR, 1991 B YR, W ToT R & FU PI 15 3FRA 1947 &1 fRRUfa A ageq
Al B, ToRSETS P oI @ B

Meanwhile, the All India Muslim Personal Law Board has appealed to the Supreme
Court to take suo motu notice of such petitions and bar the lower judiciary from
entertaining them in the future.

39 a9, Sifa e gftaw wi=e & 91 3 gita 91 & onfta 91 8 % a8 &

IfepT3i BT Tad: I o R Hiasy § fA=relt Arauifere @ g2 WeR 31 4
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Has the government clarified
its stance on ONOS?

Why did the ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan invoke criticism after it was unveiled last month?

|GS Paper Il: Governance: ONOSJ
The Hindu Bureau

The story so far:
n November 25, the Indian
government announced the
launch of its ‘One Nation, One
Subscription’ (ONOS) plan to
improve access to research journals for
the country’s public education and
research institutes. The announcement
was accompanied with scant details and
broached widespread criticism from the
research community, especially over what
was perceived to be its disproportionate
expense and lack of support for
open-access publishing. On December 11,
government officials conducted a press
conference in New Delhi that addressed
many of these concerns.

What is ONOS’s purpose?

When scientists conclude an experiment,
they write up their methods and findings
and publish it as a paper in a journal. The

journal collects, reviews, edits, publishes,
and archives these papers as a service to
other scholars and the people at large. In
exchange, journals levy a fee.
Subscription-based journals charge
readers a fee to read papers. Some forms

of Open-Access (OA) journals, called ‘gold”

0A, charge researchers to publish their
paper. Institutes in India had subscribed
to subscription journals through 10 or so
consortia within the country. ONOS will
replace these consortia as a single
window through which all
government-funded institutes in the
country will be able to access more than
13,000 journals published by 30 major
international publishers.

Why did ONOS provoke criticism?

At the time of announcement, a Ministry
of Education press release didn’t specify
which journals would be part of ONOS,
how ONOS would be implemented, how
its allocation of 6,000 crore (for three

calendar years) would be spent, and how
ONOS would support efforts to make
research OA. Experts on the topic also
asked whether the allocation for foreign
journals could have been used to support
domestic publishing efforts instead.

Also it wasn't clear whether ONOS
would help scientists pay to publish in
gold OA journals or whether these
payments — called article processing
charges (APCs) — could be discounted.

What was revealed on December 11?
The press conference was attended by
officials from the office of the Principal
Scientific Advisar (PSA), the Department
of Science & Technology, and the
Department of Higher Education.

The package: Students and staff at all
public institutes will be able to access all
papers in the journals participating in
ONOS irrespective of their discipline.
Negotiations are underway to bring in
more journals.

Phases: Remya Haridasan, a scientist
at the PSAs office, said the government
would implement ONOS in three phases:
(i) merge all the consortia and work to
facilitate journal access in all public
institutes; (i) expand to include private
institutions; (iii) create “universal access”
to all citizens “through designated access
points at public libraries”.

Open access: In a pilot, ONOS would
set aside 2150 crore a year to pay for
APCs. The government has also
negotiated APC discounts for researchers
to publish in certain OA journals. The
officials said they are aware of
transformative OA models and that ONOS
would encompass them as it progressed.
As of today, they said, around 65% of
papers published by Indian scientists
were in subscription-based journals.

Domestic efforts: Officials at the press
conference acknowledged the need to
support domestic publishers. They said
there were five repositories in the country
- servers where researchers could
deposit digital copies of their papers and
where others could freely access them —
but that scientists were using them to a
less-than-ideal degree. They added that
other efforts need to take place, such as
“enhancement, promotion, and support
of Indian journals” and changes in how
institutes evaluate the work of
researchers, especially to reduce
dependence on journal titles and increase
focus on the merit of each person’s work.

Has the government clarified its stance on ONOS?
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On November 25, the Indian
government announced the
launch of its ‘One Nation, One
Subscription’ (ONOS) plan to
improve access to research
journals for the country’s
public education and research
institutes.

v

At the time of announcement,
a Ministry of Education press
release didn’t specify which
journals would be part of
ONQS, how ONOS would be
implemented, how its
allocation of 26,000 crore (for
three calendar years) would be
spent, and how ONOS would
support efforts to make
research OA.
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On December 11, government
officials conducted a press

conference that addressed
many of these concerns.
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Why did the ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan invoke criticism
after it was unveiled last month?

fUsa 781 TP Y, TH JSYAT TISHT & SHTERUI & 91G FHD!
STerET T §5?

Launch of 'One Nation, One Subscription’ (ONOS) Plan
‘g A, T AR’ (ONOS) TSI BT JURYH

On November 25, the Indian government announced the launch of the ‘One
Nation, One Subscription’ (ONOS) plan to improve access to research journals for
the country’s public education and research institutes.

25 AR P HRA IWBR A ‘G =M, T GSATBRMA’ (ONOS) IS BT THRY
fora, foraenT IE=T <=1 & Trdui-a e 3R 2y IRl & fore =my uf3ereii oo ugd
T gUR HAT ]

The announcement was accompanied by scant details and faced widespread
criticism from the research community, especially over its disproportionate
expense and lack of support for open-access publishing.

+Z G107 & 1Y $S g1 faavr ¥ 3R ST MY YA Y ATUH AT BT QT
a1, fa9y U q 39 JHE T 3R NUH-TRYT UfRIRAT & fow gud= o Ht
& DRI

On December 11, government officials held a press conference in New Delhi to
address many of these concerns.

11 fevaR &1, W) fIHIRTY A 718 feeeht & ter 09 w19hT mnfora &1, forad 39
fiaraii &1 JHT fobar |

What is ONOS'’s purpose?

ONOS FT I3 FT 8?7

When scientists conclude an experiment, they write up their methods and findings
and publish them as a paper in a journal.

o9 A1 Teb UUNT AT H3d @, a1 @ gt faftrat aiv fored foraa @ ok 3=
TP U & ¥4 § URAST & UH1d 4 21

The journal collects, reviews, edits, publishes, and archives these papers as a service
to other scholars and the people at large.

3T 37 SRSl B o= gt 3R A=y @ @t a1 A Twa, aiie,
T, UTiRIa 3R WIfRd Bt 21

In exchange, journals levy a fee. Subscription-based journals charge readers a fee to
read papers.

3P ged H, TSN TP Yoo 99 Bl 8 | TP w==-MuUTid uBee urss!
¥ PRSI Ug1 & fore gew adt 21

Some forms of Open-Access (OA) journals, called ‘'gold OA’, charge researchers to

publish their paper.

TS UPR DI 3UH-TRN (0A) IS, g TMes OA’ Fel ITaT 8, Mudatsd @
ITP RIS UPHTRIT B & AT Y[eb Adt g
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e Institutes in India had subscribed to subscription journals through 10 consortia.
IR & HRITHT A 10 HHl & ATHA & Touih = a1 o1 ewgar o A

e ONOS will replace these consortia as a single window through which all
government-funded institutes will access more than 13,000 journals published by
30 major international publishers.

ONOS & WHl &I To RivTa fdst & wu ¥ yfawnfia sy, e areaw & waft
WHRI-BSS HRIT 30 THE HARRTETI YPHTRIh] gIRT THTIRIA 13,000 H S
TIPS 9% Ugd UTe B |

Why did ONOS provoke criticism?

ONOS TR 3TEa-T Fil §5?

e At the time of the announcement, a Ministry of Education press release didn't
specify which journals would be part of ONOS, how ONOS would be implemented,
and how its allocation of ¥6,000 crore (for three calendar years) would be spent.

°ivyon & ga, Rign warerd & U4 Refte § gz AT 78 fan mar 41 f% onos &
P At ufeTe e g17f, oNos Y F1 @r] farar wimem, 8k 39 e 26,000
PG (19 FAS qul &b forg) H1 e HA @ fHar S|

e Experts also questioned whether the allocation for foreign journals could have been
used to support domestic publishing efforts instead.

Ot A g+t warer ST 1% Rt fad=h ufhersif & ferg smafea wif¥r &1 Swai
TS UBTRA TaTHl B Jud= 31 # forar & gavdn AT

e It wasn't clear whether ONOS would help scientists pay to publish in gold OA
journals or whether these article processing charges (APCs) could be discounted.

g WP 1 4T f% 1 ONOS AT Ft Mes 0A ulFIai & w1 w3 & forw
TG B T T 3 SfdHa MARIT IoT (APCs) | ge & & gl 21

What was revealed on December 11?

11 feTTaR F a1 garT gem?

e The press conference was attended by officials from the office of the Principal
Scientific Advisor (PSA), the Department of Science & Technology, and the
Department of Higher Education.

U D196 | YU Q1P HAGPR (PSA) & Fratay, I iR drenfiast
T, 3R 3= e fAumT & siftrert SufRia A1

e The package: Students and staff at all public institutes will be able to access all
papers in the journals partmpatmg in ONOS, irrespective of their discipline.

TPor: it Arde=e T & ST 3R FHEAR ONos H U a9 arelt ufera &
U SISl a Ugd It B qadil, T8 SP1 faug &g i gt

e Negotiations are underway to bring in more journals.

3ftre afetat ot Mfira o= & g weata ufspard 9« & &

Phases of ONOS Implementation

ONOS HII<ag+ & TR

e Remya Haridasan, a scientist at the PSA’s office, stated that the government would
implement ONOS in three phases:
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Y1 BT, St PSA FrIfed B Ue a1® 6, A 91 fs TRBR ONOS &1 die
TN H AR H:
o (i) Merge all consortia and facilitate journal access in all public institutes.

() Fft u 1 faea o1 SR Tt Irdwif=e ST § Ui oo ugd @
I S

o (ii) Expand to include private institutions.
(if) FoRaR =11 SIR Al SR 1 =R =T

o (iii) Create "universal access” to all citizens through designated access
points at public libraries.
(iii) Tt AR & foT “ard i uge” ST, Ardefae QRasTadl 4 Auiid
Ugd faigsfl & ey 9|

Open Access Plans under ONOS

ONOS & dgd 31U TR Y-8

In a pilot, ONOS will allocate ¥150 crore annually to pay for APCs (Article Processing

Charges).
TP UTgde Uoiae H, ONOS 83 I1d 3150 BRIG APCs (3w TR Trol) &1

YT A & AT idfed B
The government has negotiated APC discounts for researchers to publish in certain
OA journals.

WHR A MYHdish & 7 F& OA UfABTSM T UHIRIG F3 & T APC e R dIdd
Gk

Officials mentioned that they are aware of transformative OA models and that
ONOS would include them as it progresses.

ST 3 garn & 3 uftad® oA sl 3 ufifed § ik ONos & fawra & wry
g0 W1 =it foa S|

As of today, about 65% of papers published by Indian scientists are in subscription-
based journals.

35T AP, HRATT ISP GRT UBTRIT TTHIT 65% BT JoHTh =IH-STUTHRT
gf&1si 4 g1

Support for Domestic Publishing Efforts

T UBTRIH WA & forg waed

Officials at the press conference acknowledged the need to support domestic
publishers.

U D169 T TIBINGT 7 O UPTRID| ! GHYT ¢+ B aRIHdl DI WIBR [T
They mentioned that there are five repositories in the country where researchers can
deposit digital copies of their papers for free access by others.

I I fovan o <=1 H uia Raiforedt &, Sei Ryl st SrTerd o1 fefored
iRl ST R Thd 8, o 31 AN U | TR R ahd g

However, scientists are using these repositories to a less-than-ideal degree.
BTalTop, I 39 RUiSTet BT SUANT HH-H-HH TG a8t J I3 &

They added that further efforts are required to enhance, promote, and support
Indian journals, and make changes in how institutes evaluate researchers’ work.

I SISl fob 3= TR ! STaRAH T |, oI fob UIReNH UfAaTaif &1 guR, TR
IR T, SR I8 YA H1 [ TR Mudmdiell & S 1 Geaidh- bl 1 G,

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS

Pagez 5



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3" Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

TR Uit el IR AR B oH BT 3R &R ufad & o &) AyTddar W &

SHiad BT

-~  REECIS WS

elaaf ST

Way in the world: how Muslim women
travelled from 17th-20th centuries

In 45 essays, three editors gather multiple travel accounts by Muslim women who, alone or chaperoned, veiled or unveiled, travelling for work or

pleasure, bust every stereotype. Apart from records of the new and the unexpected, there are also observations about all aspects of life

ssay Paper: Women

Rakhshanda Jalil

began reading Three Centuries of
Travel Writing by Muslim Women
(Zubaan Books) chronologically,
hoping rather ambitiously to read it
from cover to cover, one essay at a time.
That was a mistake, I think. The book is
better served, and savoured, if the reader
were to dip into it in no particular order.
Each essay is so precisely contextualised
by the immaculate ‘Introduction’
prefacing each entry and followed by
‘Further Reading and ‘Notes’ that even a
casual reader can dip into this richly
doc d, beautifully translated
volume of disparate writings and partake
of the spirit behind it.

For the more serious
reader/researcher, there is of course the
scholarly introduction by Siobhan
Lambert-Hurley and Daniel Majchrowicz
who edited the book (along with Sunil
Sharma). They write: “On the face of it,
the premise of this volume is simple: a
comparative study of travel narratives
Muslim women who travelled the world
before the ‘jet age’ transformed modern
mobility. Yet in our contemporary
moment, the very juxtaposition of these
terms — Muslim, women, travel mobility —
instantly raises a number of questions.”

Colonialism, gender, travel, religion,
money come together in unexpected
ways throughout this book. What is more,
these accounts by educated and
“privileged” Muslim women also contain
descriptions — sometimes empathetic,
occasionally derisive — of other Muslim
women they meet during their travels

who are poor and Travel as life
disadvantaged and, being — There are 45 accounts in all,
ﬂme:lleeé igu!d not have 1-.‘.;\“1;.‘1\‘1':"!“ B Eml‘xjped }mder tl'our

recorde eir experiences or gy WOMEN eadings: Travel as

left written records of their ——— Pilgrimage, Travel as

lives. So, apart from records
of the new and the
unexpected, there are also
observations about the
different practices of
child-rearing, food, cooking
habits, dress, religious and
social practices.

Multiple voices

These first-hand accounts, originally
written in Urdu, Persian, Arabic, Turkish,
Chaghtaai Turki, Punjabi, Bengali,
Indonesian, German and English, span
the 17th to 20th centuries thus presenting
an array of experiences and impressions.
Written variously as conventional
travelogues (Halide Edib, Zainab
Cobbold), excerpts from autobiographies
(Salamah Bint Said/Emily Ruete, Huda
Shaarawi), diary entries (Muhammadi
Begum, Begum Hasrat Mohani), written
for limited circulation as magazine
articles (Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain, Shams
Pahlavi), recorded for family and friends
(Begum Sarbuland Jung, Ummat al-Ghani
Nur al-Nisa), or with a pronounced
political overtone (Suharti Suwarto, Melek
Hanim) quite naturally, therefore, present
different voices and concerns. Chatty,
informal, informed when the writing is
for herself or her family members; or
formal, structured, detailed, sometimes
even didactic when she knows what she is
writing is meant for public consumption.

Website: patrioticias.in
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Emancipation and Politics,
Travel as Education, and
Travel as Obligation and
Pleasure. While large
numbers of Indian women
have written haj accounts,
there is only one Indian in
the second section,
Shareefah Hamid Ali, who
represented India at the United Nations
and travelled by air. Several Indian
Muslim women chose to travel for
education, sometimes their own, or their
husband’s or sons’. There is Mehr-al-Nisa
from Hyderabad who joined her doctor
husband in Ohio to train as an x-ray
nurse, and Zaib-un-Nisa from Karachi
writing an account of her 60 days in
America as a member of the U.S.
Department of State-sponsored Foreign
Leader Exchange Programme where she
crosses the breadth of the United States in
a hired car with her husband.

Safia Jabir Ali, daughter of the
esteemed Tyabji clan, married Jabir Ali
who travelled extensively for business
from their home in Burma to Europe.

Her memoir, written in Urdu, is
brimful with an easy confidence: “I had to
travel by myself from Bombay to
Marseilles, and that was the first time I
had occasion to depend entirely on
myself and spend more than three weeks
among entire strangers. However, as
probably some of you know by

experience, on board the steamer, one
gets to know people very soon. | was
lucky in being able to travel on the
Loyalty, the steamer of an Indian
company where there were a good many
Indian passengers, and some of us soon
became great friends.”

Connecting the dots

The last part, ‘Travel as Obligation and
Pleasure’, has by far the most interesting
experiences: Mughal Princess Jahanara’s
mystical meeting in Kashmir; Salamah
Bint Said, a princess of Zanzibar, who
flees her home to unite with her German
lover in Hamburg, converts to Christianity
and takes the name Emily Ruete; and
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain’s pleasure trip
to the Himalayas, among others.

While most women travelled with a
male (husband, father, son, brother),
some travelled alone: “Safia Jabir Ali
travelled alone from Bombay to meet her
husband in post-First World War Britain,
Sedigeh Dowlatabadi from Tehran in 1923
to study at the Sorbonne in Paris, Selma
Ekram from ‘Stamboul’ to New York in
1924 on the promise of work,
Muhammadi Begum with her infant child
from Bonn to Oxford in the mid-1930s,
and Herawati Diah en route to study at
Barnard College in New York in 1937.”

Alone or chaperoned, veiled or
unveiled, travelling for work or pleasure,
these accounts by Muslim women bust
every stereotype. In one voice, these
women seem to be saying: “only

connect”.
Rakhshanda Jalil is a transl and
literary historian.
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Way in the world: how Muslim women travelled from 17th-

20th centuries

%ﬁmﬁﬂw:wﬁ-zoﬁwﬁg%nq%maﬁﬁﬁw

In 45 essays, three editors gather multiple travel accounts by
Muslim women who, alone or chaperoned, veiled or unveiled,

travelling for work or pleasure, bust every stereotype. Apart from
records of the new and the unexpected, there are also observations

about all aspects of life

45 faaen #, ?ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ%éﬁ%?{ﬁ?ﬁmmm
€, i 3t a1 fhdft & Ty, gue # a1 famm uel fve, s & e an

rﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁmwm‘cﬁ% W Ffearfeds & disdl g1 7T iR

ARG & Rols & arar, Siia- & gt Ugqgsii & IR | faaid-

Wi 8

Travel as Life

YT P Silgq & FU A @1

e The book contains 45 accounts, grouped under four headings:
Travel as Pilgrimage

Travel as Emancipation and Politics

Travel as Education

Travel as Obligation and Pleasure

D H 45 Wl B! TR AT F fyurr oo mar g
AT B FRET & = §

T 1 i AR I-ifa & =u o

il B} g & Fu

AT DY oA SR 3THg S T H

O O O O

O O O O

e Large numbers of Indian women have written haj accounts, but only one Indian,

Shareefah Hamid Ali, is in the second section.

YRR Afgarsii 3 9<) I=0 ¥ g & Widl ford €, et o T HRAT, TR%T

g 3refl, G TS A AW § |

e Shareefah Hamid Ali represented India at the United Nations and traveled by air.

RIGT g1 Sl A YR &1 wfaffRia wgea g # a1 ik gars amn &1

¢ Several Indian Muslim women traveled for education, sometimes for their own, or

their husband’s or sons’ education.

Fs YR gieaw afgant Ruen & fow amn s o, & oo, a1 37 ufer a1 g

o1 R & ey

e Mehr-al-Nisa from Hyderabad traveled to Ohio to train as an x-ray nurse with her

husband.
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FERTEIE &1 Agx-I-FaT oo ufd & A sigral 718, wigT I5i- T T & wu B
fRreror ferr|

e Zaib-un-Nisa from Karachi wrote about her 60 days in America as part of the U.S.
Department of State-sponsored Foreign Leader Exchange Programme.
PR B AG-3- 71 7 T ® 3= 60 @A & IR F o, ST a8 guw ISy
faumT grT yraifora fag=h Aar fafra srfsww o1 fgwm o)

e Sa’a Jabir Ali, from the Tyabiji clan, traveled extensively with her husband. Her
memoir reflects her easy confidence during her travel from Bombay to Marseilles.

H3T ATfR 3reft, S qararstt WG 4 Al 307 ufd & 91 s R 1 am e o
gﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁnﬁwaﬁw$aﬂqw ATATIYTT P e fHercht
I
e In her memoir, Sa’a Jabir Ali recalls traveling alone, where she relied entirely on
herself for the first time.

3O ATAT i & W37 AR S(el} 3 37t AT B BT U WIS [T, Tl S5i-
Ugal aR I ke I gg WR R faa|

Connecting the Dots

T SIgAT

e The section ‘Travel as Obligation and Pleasure’ features the most interesting
experiences.
AT B Herod 3R TG & ¥U B WS § Yo J4P T 5|

e Mughal Princess Jahanara had a mystical meeting in Kashmir.
A IGHARY SGISRT 6! IR W I9HT aATH1d At

e Salamah Bint Said, a princess from Zanzibar, flees to Hamburg to unite with her
German lover, converting to Christianity and changing her name to Emily Ruete.

aﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁaw&ﬁaﬁﬁ:ﬁ@rﬁmﬁ%ﬁ%mﬁww
¢ ogl o $HTS U SroeIch € 3R oroer A wHtelt = i |1

e Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain took a pleasure trip to the Himalayas.
Nfpar g@Tad g8 A feareat # emHe arn &t

e Most women traveled with a male companion (husband, father, son, or brother), but
some traveled alone.

STalaR Afeard goy |rdt (@fd, fdn, g3, a1 Uig) & a1y I &Rt o, dfd 38
Afearsit 3 3pa T B

e Examples of women who traveled alone include:
o Sa’aJabir Ali from Bombay to meet her husband in post-World War |
Britain.
o Sediqeh Dowlatabadi from Tehran in 1923 to study at the Sorbonne in
Paris.
Selma Ekram from ‘Stamboul’ to New York in 1924.
o Muhammadi Begum with her infant child from Bonn to Oxford in the mid-
1930s.
o Herawati Diah en route to study at Barnard College in New York in 1937.
F© Higarsil 3 3idha AT BT, O
o %mmﬁ?aﬁﬁaﬁﬁa{ﬁqﬁr@rﬁaﬁ$ﬁmuwﬁgga%m%ﬁéﬂ
I
o gmamasm@ 1923 # ¥ & HRaE fayfaenaa & uer & fow
I
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o ITHI UHRH wiEIer I 1924 T @IS T3 |
o WWWW@%wumﬁmﬁwso%W%nwﬁ

o %m?ﬁﬁan's'wnﬁm%mmﬁﬁqaé%ﬁﬂwmﬁeﬁl

e These accounts by Muslim women bust every stereotype and show their diverse
roles, whether traveling for work or pleasure, veiled or unveiled.

Ry afigarstt gRT 3 WIdl Td® WINAIETSY & disd & 3R 3! fafie yfiwrai

P! faxard § 918 98 PTH & fo1U I & ! 81 AT 3¢ & g, Tp1a | a1 91 Fp19|

e In one voice, these women seem to say: “only connect”.

Te B 3M1aTel ¥, 3 AfgaTy el gs Udld ol o: "Pad g |

India does not endorse
Hasina’s statements: Misri

Former Bangladesh PM’s criticism of interim govt. a pinprick in bilateral ties, Foreign Secretary

tells House panel; New Delhi's ties with Dhaka are not based on a ‘single political party; he says

IGS Paper Il: India-Bangladesh |

Suhasini Haidar
Sobhana K. Nair

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

riefing the Parlia-
Bmentary Standing
Committee on Ex-

ternal Affairs, headed by
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri on Wednes-
day said India does not en-
dorse deposed Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina’s
criticism of the interim go-
vernment in Bangladesh
and it remains a pinprick
in India-Bangladesh rela-
tionship.

He said India’s relation
with Bangladesh was not li-
mited to a “single political
party” or a government
and that India was focused
on the “people of
Bangladesh”.

Mr. Misri said Ms. Hasi-
na was using “private com-
munication devices” to
make her comments and
that the Government of In-
dia was not involved in
providing her with any
platform or facility that en-
ables her to carry out her
political activity from In-
dian soil. This, he said, was

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met his Bangladesh counterpart,
Mohammad Jashim Uddin, in Dhaka on Monday. AFP

part of India’s traditional
practice of avoiding inter-
ference in third countries.

Mr. Misri’s remarks ac-
quire significance as Ms.
Hasina has been making vi-
deo messages criticising
the interim government in
Bangladesh.

Mr. Misri informed the
committee that during his
visit to Dhaka on Monday,
he informed the interim
government that India’s re-
lation with Bangladesh
went beyond “a particular
political party” or a partic-
ular government and that
India prioritised relation
with the people of Bangla-
desh and would engage

with the government of the
day.

Mr. Misri briefed the
committee a day after re-
turning from Dhaka,
where he conveyed India’s
“concerns” about the “re
grettable incidents” in Ban-
gladesh.

The Foreign Secretary
said India was concerned
about the lack of acknow-
ledgment of the alleged in-
cidents of violence against
minority communities but
welcomed the latest report
that authorities in Bangla-
desh had arrested 88 per-
sons related to the violence
against minority communi-
ties after the fall of the Ha-

sina government. Mr. Mis-
ri, according to sources,
also said that there had
been tangible improve-
ment in the relationship af-
ter his visit.

Both sides, Mr. Misri
said, explained their con-
cerns.

For India, he said, the
Bangladesh authorities’ de-
cision to release many of
the convicted “terrorists”
who are indulging in anti-
India rhetoric, remained
an issue of deep concern.

The Bangladesh authori-
ties, meanwhile, flagged
the “disinformation” cam-
paign in the Indian press
about the events unfolding
in that country.

Many committee mem-
bers raised the arrest of
ISKCON monks in Bangla-
desh, but no reply, as per
the sources, was forthcom-
ing from Mr. Misri on the
issue.

He, however, told the
members that during his
visit to Dhaka, he informed
the authorities there that
there had to be an “ack-
nowledgment” of the inci-
dents that involved attacks
on temples and the Indira
Gandhi Cultural Centre.

India does not endorse Hasina’s statements: Misri

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS

Page29



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3" Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

YR g1 & a1 &1 AU 8] Hearn: s

Former Bangladesh PM’s criticism of interim govt. a pinprick in
bilateral ties, Foreign Secretary tells House panel; New Delhi's ties
with Dhaka are not based on a ‘single political party’, he says

fa=r wfa = Te= 3t afifa @ wa1 % aivarw @) safw wer &
ud guT At @1 srarae fguela deui § uw o1l i a1un 3; 3%
g1 {5 2T & T1Y 715 fiwelt & Wy fedt g Irerifas g w”
3meTa T8I B 1

India's Response on Sheikh Hasina’s Criticism of Bangladesh Interim Government

TAATCR SANH PR BT ATAEET UR HRd B yfaferar

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri briefed the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
External Affairs, headed by Congress leader Shashi Tharoor, on Wednesday.

faq=r A faspw frel = S1IRT =ar R U DI el § §UaR & fad=r ama
Dt SR R Jfa o1 TR |

Mr. Misri stated that India does not endorse Sheikh Hasina’s criticism of the interim
government in Bangladesh and described it as a pinprick in the India-Bangladesh
relationship.

ot 3 g1 o HRd @ AT 1 TSGR BT AT WRPR B 3MTefi=1 b1 JHd=
T8 BT 3R 3T YRI-TRAe Yae # T I areft ge1 sam|

He emphasized that India’s relationship with Bangladesh is not limited to any
single political party or government and that India focuses on the people of

Bangladesh.
31 Hel fF HRd BT I & 1Y JdY fHat +ff vp Ie-ifae urdf a1 wRer

% it e, SR URA BT & TSR F Al R B

Sheikh Hasina has been using private communication devices to make her
comments, and the Indian government has not provided her any platform to carry
out her political activity on Indian soil.

R g 3o et e 3 foru Foreh TR Su@woil &7 IuE 9 @ B, SR
YR WBR A 35 HRAT YA W U Ier-ifad it H7 & o o5 wewd
8! UaH a5

Mr. Misri reiterated that this is in line with India’s traditional practice of avoiding
interference in third countries’ internal matters.

foredt 3 o § et i I8 W ) uRulYe gt & 390 B, o dim =i &
TR ATl § A& I F9- Bt il 3OS el ¢

His remarks gained importance because Sheikh Hasina has been posting video
messages criticizing the interim government in Bangladesh.

! fewfort Heayul g 1S Fifes [g g1 IRATeR Bt AT PR HI
ST R gU difeaY | uike #R B

During his visit to Dhaka on Monday, Mr. Misri informed the interim government
that India’s relationship with Bangladesh is not confined to any specific political
party or government but is focused on the people of Bangladesh.
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HIHAR B gTehT § ST I & SR, Bt 3 Siale &R &1 Famn i URa &1

IIEIERT & WY TaY et faiy rerifae urdt a1 WReeR aw it 7€ 8, afr a8

TG F A R BT 3

He also conveyed India’s concerns regarding the “regrettable incidents” in

Bangladesh during his visit.

3T I & IR, B e H "FARTISH® gt & Ao HRd B Ridrg +f

e i |

Mr. Misri expressed concern over the lack of acknowledgment regarding incidents

of violence against minority communities in Bangladesh.

Bl 3 TR ¥ 10y S AYGl o R g5 6 &t gesif & wigpfa

Pt HH Bl bR fidl e Dl |

He welcomed the report that Bangladesh authorities arrested 88 persons

connected to the violence against minorities.

I 39 RUIC &1 WRTd a1 fos Sivare=T sifra1ial = sreadeae! & faeme a9

IS 88 faadl I TRUAR fard|

According to sources, Mr. Misri stated that there had been a tangible improvement

in India-Bangladesh relations after his visit.

%ﬂ?ﬁ% TR, fel A Fgl fb 3D I3 & d1g YRA-TRAGR dadf T T GUR g7l
I

He also mentioned that both sides had explained their concerns during discussions.

S5 a5 t a1 fob 1 Talt A =t & R sroe fRiareit 3 ww

For India, the release of convicted terrorists involved in anti-India rhetoric by

Bangladesh authorities remains a deep concern.

HRA & forg, SivareRr sttt gRT HRd faRtedt samarsh & wnfie aieh sirdet
cafdml 5 Reers e fare a1 faw ot g€ 31

Bangladesh authorities raised concerns about the “disinformation” campaign in the
Indian press regarding events in Bangladesh.

IATGRT SHTBTNAT A FFATG | G 6! TSl B bR HRAT U9 & I 361 “goHaR”
ST TR =i saad @it

Many committee members raised the issue of the arrest of ISKCON monks in
Bangladesh, but no response was provided by Mr. Misri.

Hs AT el A TG H SR PUT Y & 1Y B FREER &1 g1 Som,
<ifet il <1 39 W 1 wfcifebar et <l

However, Mr. Misri informed the committee that during his visit to Dhaka, he told the
authorities that there must be an acknowledgment of incidents involving attacks on
temples and the Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre.

gTaiie, forelt 3 wftifa & gfera fosan f ot a1t 9 & SRM S5 98i &
SIRBTRAT & TgT [ I Tersil &1 Wiipfa gl a1t fomd HieRt 3R gfewy mish
TP iad $5 W gAd AMAA B |
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Amid din, Lok Sabha clears
Railways Bill to enhance
independence of Board

GS Paper ll
The 1 Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Railways (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, was
passed in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday, despite dis-
ruptions to parliamentary
proceedings. The Bill was
passed five months after it
was introduced on the
floor of the House.

All the provisions in the
erstwhile colonial-era In-
dian Railway Board Act,
1905, are proposed to be
incorporated in the Rail-
ways Act, 1989, through
this Bill. It is intended to
simplify the legal frame-
work and reduce the need
to refer to two laws.

The Bill also proposes to
amend the Railways Act,
1989, to provide statutory
backing to the Railway
Board, which has func-
tioned without such a
sanction since it began
functioning.

The statutory powers
seek to enhance the func-
tioning and independence
of the Railway Board. The
provisions added to the
amended Bill authorise the
Union government to de-
cide the composition of the
Railway Board. This in-
cludes the number of
members, their terms of
service, and their qualifica-
tions and experience.

The Bill also proposes to

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw speaks in the Lok Sabha during

the Winter Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANl

improve operational effi-
ciencies and decentralise
powers, granting greater
autonomy to railway
zones. Increasing autono-
my has been a long-stand-
ing demand, supported by
various committees, in-
cluding the 2014 Sreedha-
ran Committee.

Independent regulator
The Bill proposes to esta-
blish an independent regu-
lator to oversee tariffs, sa-
fety, and the participation
of the private sector in the
Railways. Recommenda-
tions to have an indepen-
dent regulator were earlier
made in 2015 by the Com-
mittee on Restructuring
Railways.

The amendment is ex-
pected to speed up the ap-
proval process for train
services that will help meet
pending demands from va-
rious regions.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS

The Bill will allow the
government to fast-track
infrastructure and super-
fast train operations: for in-
stance, extending the Aru-
nachal Express via the
Siwan, Thawe, Kaptanganj,
and Gorakhpur route,
which will benefit regions
such as Bihar.

The railway network
was established as a
branch of the Public Works
Department before Inde-
pendence. “When the net-
work expanded, Indian
Railways Act, 1890, was
enacted to enable proper
functioning of different
railway entities,” Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
stated in the amendment.

Mr. Vaishnaw further
said the railway organisa-
tion was separated from
the Public Works Depart-
ment and the Railway
Board Act was enacted in
1905.
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Amid din, Lok Sabha clears Railways Bill to enhance
independence of Board

TH & g AHIHT A ¥dAd di8 $I Tadadl 9¢ aral
faraes 1 vt ¢

The Railways (Amendment) Bill, 2024

Yaq EnyE) fAdus, 2024

The Railways (Amendment) Bill, 2024, was passed in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday, despite disruptions in parliamentary proceedings.

IAd (=) faSa®, 2024, TYAR DI AGEUT T IR 3T, Y 81 SHad dridle!
¥ faw 3yl

The Bill was passed five months after it was introduced on the floor of the House.
T3 &1 uTa HEH a1g UTiRd fava T, 519 39 wde W g favan ar 1|

It proposes to incorporate all provisions of the erstwhile colonial-era Indian
Railway Board Act, 1905, into the Railways Act, 1989.

I8 qdaTa Siufafdre uRda Yad a9t siftf~mm, 1905 & Wt urguri &f Yeaa
fUfraH, 1989 # =MAT B &1 A 5|

The Bill aims to simplify the legal framework and reduce the need to refer to two
laws.

f380® BT IeT BT & B T ST 3R & B &1 UeH o &I STa=gdhdl
B! HH P3|

It proposes to amend the Railways Act, 1989 to provide statutory backing to the
Railway Board, which has been functioning without such sanction.

Tg Yad Sfufraw, 1989 & TNy &1 URdATd g, Al ¥a1d 918 &1 St aad= fira
T, St 31 b fomT fopdt 3rgres & & FR @1 5|

The amendment seeks to enhance the functioning and independence of the
Railway Board.

TN BT I YA SIS b PTHA B 3R FWRIET B! 91 2|

The Bill adds provisions that authorise the Union government to decide the
composition of the Railway Board, including the number of members, their terms
of service, and their qualifications.

fadee § UY U™ SIS T § Sl WY1 WRBR S 304 a1e ST 6¥a=1 Fuikd 1 &1
YR 3 7, SR Aewl Bt T@, 3% AT BT, 3R 3% FrgaT e 3 |

It also proposes to improve operational efficiencies and decentralise powers,
granting greater autonomy to railway zones.

I8 TS S&arsil &1 JURA 3R Wfwaal &1 faddie<or w1 &1 i U §,
IEGEEGE I RICAR REREIPREIRE Nl

Increasing autonomy has been a long-standing demand, supported by various
committees, including the 2014 Sreedharan Committee.

TTAT 9614 &1 I8 Us o9 JHT T Teit 317 et Al &, Ford fafver aferfort 3 g
fpar g, Sraw 2014 #fier= wfifa i Wl g1
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Independent Regulator
add

e The Bill proposes to establish an independent regulator to oversee tariffs, safety,
and the participation of the private sector in the Railways.

fade o wada e R1fid H3 &1 014 ©, S &Y, JR&m, 3R ¥ad & fHeit & &1
HITGRT 1 R S|

e Earlier, the 2015 Committee on Restructuring Railways had recommended setting
up an independent regulator.
Ugd, 2015 ¥&d Y6+ Afifd A Ue Waad Hams R & &1 RIGIRRT @ |

e The amendment is expected to speed up the approval process for new train
services to meet pending demands from various regions.

TRMe 7€ 27 Aarail & SrTHET TR B Aot B A Iwia 2, i At 4t a9
wifaa wivT &1 g7 foar o Hop |

e The Bill will allow the government to fast-track infrastructure and superfast train
operations, such as extending the Arunachal Express through the Siwan, Thawe,
Kaptanganj, and Gorakhpur route, benefiting regions like Bihar.
38U REHR B! PR 3R GURBTIE ¢ JATAH B a9 B B A ST,
Y b SreuUITad TRINY &1 WaM, U, i, SR TREYR 01f ¥ a1, 5 fagR
S &t Y T Ug T |

e The railway network was initially established as part of the Public Works
Department before Independence.
Y94 Aead B WAl I Ugd A= fAaior faurT & o/ & Fu & wiftd faar
TRT 4Tl

e Indian Railways Act, 1890 was enacted to enable the proper functioning of various
railway entities.
YR Yera ififas, 1890 &1 fafte Yerd Srirsli o Ifed Harer &l & o &
forT s

e Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated that the railway organization was later
separated from the Public Works Department and the Railway Board Act was
enacted in 1905.
IAd HA SHFY dwora A BT 6 91g T XAd W6 B Tdeiivas A0 [aumT 9 e
o T ofR Yara 91 Srfiferaw &1 1905 & @] fvan M|
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[LO report asks nations to uphold
freedom of association at work

GS Paper ll: International
"IOrganizations and Bodies

The Social Dialogue Report
of the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), re-
leased in Geneva on Wed-
nesday, has recommended
the governments to uphold
fundamental principles
and rights at work, espe-
cially freedom of associa-
tion and the effective re-
cognition of the right to
collective bargaining.

The report, focusing on
‘peak-level social dialogue’
(PLSD), also asked the
member countries to
equip labour administra-
tions and social partners
with the necessary re-
sources and technical ca-
pacities for effective parti-
cipation in PLSD.

It found that countries’
compliance with freedom
of association and the ef-
fective recognition of the
right to collective bargain-

Workers’ rights: The ILO has said that governments must
recognise the right to collective bargaining. FILE PHOTO

ing had deteriorated by 7%
between 2015 and 2022.
“This decline was driven
by an increase in violations
of the fundamental civil li-
berties and bargaining
rights of employers, work-
ers, and their representa-
tive organisations,” the re-
port said.

The report argues that
social dialogue can enable
countries to pursue eco-
nomic development along-
side social progress, while

ensuring fair and inclusive
low-carbon and digital
transitions.

The report adds that
PLSD involves processes
that bring together repre-
sentatives of governments,
employers’ and business
membership organisations
(EBMOs) and workers’ or-
ganisations (the social
partners) at the national
and sectoral levels. “These
processes are designed to
facilitate negotiation, con-

sultation and information
exchange on issues relating
to labour, economic and
social policy. PLSD in-
cludes bipartite processes
- where only the social
partners engage, notably
for reaching collective
agreements - as well as tri-
partite processes, which al-
so involve government re-
presentatives,” the report
said.

“This edition of the So-
cial Dialogue Report is pu-
blished amid economic
and geopolitical instabili-
ty,” said ILO’s Assistant Di-
rector-General for Gover-
nance, Rights and Dialogue
Manuela Tomei. “In a con-
text where technological
advances, climate change
and demographic shifts are
deeply transforming la-
bour markets, social dia-
logue remains a credible
governance model for navi-
gating complexity and
identifying fair solutions.” .

ILO report asks nations to uphold freedom of
association at work

rsuasht & Ruld & S | Frie R A9 &1
TIAFdT B I9T8 IWH P HgT AT §

The Social Dialogue Report

oIS Hare frad

o The Social Dialogue Report of the International Labour Organisation (ILO),
released in Geneva on Wednesday, has recommended that governments uphold
fundamental principles and rights at work, especially freedom of association and
the effective recognition of the right to collective bargaining.

AT AR MNHISHRM (ILO) F! AP TdTrg RUId, ST gUaR &t formar o
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ORI B1 778, 7 WRHRI A Sriwd W Hifere Risial ok SfeR) #1 §18 @ &1
R o1 8, IR T I Ty T &Y Wadn iR I Hidamsi & fier o
YHTAT AT

The report, focusing on ‘peak-level social dialogue’ (PLSD), also asked member
countries to equip labour administrations and social partners with necessary
resources and technical capacities for effective participation in PLSD.

RUE, S fie-dae A HaTg” (PLSD) W Hiad &, ¥ Tawd o=l I 4H Y=IE=
IR ATRTE HRfGRT &1 guTdt YRiieRt & fore saxgs ATt SR aw-ia!
GRS ¥ oY PR BT 3 a1 3

It found that countries’ compliance with freedom of association and the effective
recognition of the right to collective bargaining had deteriorated by 7% between
2015 and 2022.

ST U T o SR BT WY S B WadTdl 3R ARYfed dicarel & ISR $t
TS /=T H 2015 3R 2022 & &9 7% H ARTGC 1% B

The report said, “This decline was driven by an increase in violations of the
fundamental civil liberties and bargaining rights of employers, workers, and their
representative organisations.”

Ruic 3 g1, a5 MRrae Fratest, e, SR 996 gl el & difie
AT TaAdarsit iR WMeamh ARBRY & I@ad & 3fg & HRT 1S 1"

The report argues that social dialogue can enable countries to pursue economic
development alongside social progress, while ensuring fair and inclusive low-
carbon and di%ital transitions.

RUIE &1 He1 & f wraTfore Harg < o1 snffe faera & aiy-ary |rfere wifa
&1 3= B g T Ted 991 Yo §, Saie =aragu R gumaft -1 ok
feforea dwpwor gffda sxar gl

The report adds that PLSD involves processes that bring together representatives of
governments, employers’ and business membership organisations (EBMOs), and
workers’ organisations (the social partners) at the national and sectoral levels.

fRUic & w1 T fos pLSD U Ukl &1 XNfird Xl & o SRR, faiaar iR
IR HEGRIAT 1 (EBMOs), 3R HHANT HTS-1 (S AT HRER 81d §)
&1 AP SR & TR W T 1Y 1l 6|

These processes are designed to facilitate negotiation, consultation, and
information exchange on issues relating to labour, economic, and social policy.
Ig UfehaTd HaTer, WRTARE, 3R a1 faf g & g 99 & fore fewg— &1 78 €,
i o, fdfep, ik wraTfore Hifd ¥ Teifid g8 W &

PLSD includes bipartite processes — where only the social partners engage, notably
for reaching collective agreements — as well as tripartite processes, which also
involve government representatives.

pLsD ¥ fguefta uftrare =nfird § - S8l daa GraTfore URfieR Jsd &, iRy wu &
arfe® Gushdl a® Tga- & forg — 3R 91y g Fruefa uferang, S8 Ivert
wiaf=e oft =i gia 8

“This edition of the Social Dialogue Report is published amid economic and
geopolitical instability,” said ILO’s Assistant Director-General for Governance,
Rights and Dialogue Manuela Tomei.

ATATRTE Harg Ruié o1 I8 T e iR Y-Ieifae fRURT & dig
TSI §3M 6,” ILO & a4, SHfUPR 3R Tareg faunT #1 geras wgr-exs
AqueT eIty 3 Fel
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e "In a context where technological advances, climate change, and demographic
shifts are deeply transforming labour markets, social dialogue remains a credible
governance model for navigating complexity and identifying fair solutions.”

T U8 Teof & weT MRt # wifa, Serarg alkads, sik SHgiRers g saard 59
TSR] B! 78R U J 95d I8 8, YTHTIOI AT SIfeadl & Afaile B 3R =qrguf
I U+ & U U faya-ig a9 Aisd a1 @dr g1

India accounts for half of malaria
cases in Southeast Asia in 2023

lIGS Paper llI: S&T:
Malaria

NEW DELHI

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) South East
Asia Region contributes
about 1.5% of the burden of
malaria cases globally and
India accounted for about
half of all estimated cases
in 2023, followed by Indo-
nesia, which carried just
under one-third.

Estimated malaria
deaths in the region fell by
82.9%, from 35,000 in
2000 to 6,000 in 2023. To-
gether, India and Indone-
sia accounted for about
88% of malaria deaths in
the region.

This is according to the
WHO’s latest World Mala-
ria Report (2024) released
on Wednesday.

The report notes that
since 2000, the WHO
South-East Asia Region has
made remarkable progress
against malaria and esti-

Preventive mode: A health employee gives a malaria injection to a
child in Abidjan of Ivory Coast in West Africa. FILE PHOTO

mated malaria cases in the
region fell from 22.8 mil-
lion in 2000 to 4 million in
2023 - a reduction of
82.4%.

“In the period 2022-
2023, four countries
achieved reductions in
their malaria caseload —
Bangladesh (-9.2%), India
(-9.6%), Indonesia (-5.7%)
and Nepal (-58.3%). Mean-
while, three countries saw
case increases — Democrat-
ic People’s Republic of Ko-

rea (+47.9%), Thailand
(+46.4%) and Myanmar
(45.1%).

In 2023, both Timor-
Leste and Bhutan reported
zero indigenous cases of
malaria.

A reduction in case inci-
dence of 87% was achieved
between 2000 and 2023,
from 17.7 to 2.3 per 1000
population at risk.

“These gains have been
largely attributed to pro-
gress in India, which saw

17.7 million fewer estimat-
ed cases and a 93% de-
crease in case incidence
since 2000,” the report
said.

Meanwhile, new data
from the WHO revealed
that an estimated 2.2 bil-
lion cases of malaria and
12.7 million deaths have
been averted since 2000,
but the disease remains a
serious global health
threat, particularly in the
WHO African Region.

According to WHO’s lat-
est World malaria report,
there were an estimated
263 million cases and
5,97,000 malaria deaths
worldwide in 2023. This re-
presents about 11 million
more cases in 2023 com-
pared to 2022, and nearly
the same number of
deaths. Meanwhile, as of
November 2024, 44 coun-
tries and one territory had
been certified malaria-free
by WHO.

India accounts for half of malaria cases in Southeast

Asia in 2023

2023 ¥ gfaror ud elkrar & wafvar & ord Ard yRa #

g
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World Health Organisation (WHO) Malaria Report 2024
fay Tar=a dTe (WwHo) weifvar Rl 2024

The WHO South East Asia Region contributes about 1.5% of the burden of malaria
cases globally, and India accounted for about half of all estimated cases in 2023,
followed by Indonesia, which carried just under one-third.

WHO <fé1u1-qd TR & 3fie wR R Hear ATl & §ist T T 1.5%
TRTE a1 7, 3R YR 7 2023 § SFHTG AT ST AT 3T i for, s
I SSARMT g, g T-TYUTE | U181 FH ATHC! BT 9IS ST

Estimated malaria deaths in the region fell by 82.9%, from 35,000 in 2000 to 6,000
in 2023. India and Indonesia together accounted for about 88% of malaria deaths
in the region.

&= o SrguTf=ra wafear Ml & 82.9% &t fiRT@e 311%, 2000 # 35,000 T 2023 H 6,000
B TR | HIRE 3R SR 3 e &7 § Aafar Jial &1 a4 88% e foran
This is according to the WHO's latest World Malaria Report (2024) released on
Wednesday.

g WHO &1 -Tdi-aw fay wafear Raé (2024) & 3R 8, S gUaR &t o &1 T8 |
The report notes that since 2000, the WHO South-East Asia Region has made
remarkable progress against malaria, with estimated malaria cases in the region
falling from 22.8 million in 2000 to 4 million in 2023 - a reduction of 82.4%.
fRuE 7 %51 7 § fo5 2000 ¥, WHO &f&or-ud efkrar g 3 waifvar & Raams
STYTROT WAIf &1 &, & § SrgwTfa gafar are &1 e 2000 # 22.8 fafera— @
gThx 2023 | 4 Ffer= 81 75 § - &l {6 82.4% &1 i 5

In the period 2022-2023, four countries achieved reductions in their malaria
caseload — Bangladesh (-9.2%), India (-9.6%), Indonesia (-5.7%), and Nepal (-
58.3%).

2022-2023 F SR, IR IR 7 30 AR A § HH B — THTATSRT (-9.2%),
YRH (-9.6%), SSIRMAT (-5.7%), 3R AUTH (-58.3%) |

Meanwhile, three countries saw case increases — Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (+47.9%), Thailand (+46.4%), and Myanmar (+45.1%).

S SRE, I <= § Aal ¥ g St 18 — A i A difae TURTST Sifvar
(+47.9%), UTSAS (+46.4%), 3R RITHR (+45.1%) |

In 2023, both Timor-Leste and Bhutan reported zero indigenous cases of malaria.
2023 ¥ faAR-a 3R Y™ A 7okl & Y Wexft A Rad fau|

A reduction in case incidence of 87% was achieved between 2000 and 2023, from
17.7 to 2.3 per 1000 population at risk.

2000 3R 2023 & s A DI Te13H H 87% I HH 3118, S 1000 fdaal ® 17.7
¥ gTHR 2.3 X TS|

“These gains have been largely attributed to progress in India, which saw 17.7
million fewer estimated cases and a 93% decrease in case incidence since 2000,"
the report said.

"3 AT BT BT HRUT URA & g3 WIia &1 faan man 8, wigt 17.7 fferas &0

ST AT 3R 2000 | ATHE! # 93% B HY 318 €, RO A Fall

New data from the WHO revealed that an estimated 2.2 billion cases of malaria and
12.7 million deaths have been averted since 2000, but the disease remains a serious
global health threat, particularly in the WHO African Region.

WHO ¥ 7T 3eT ¥ UdT =dl f 2000 ¥ rgwifa 2.2 fafera= wafear e sk 12.7
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According to WHO's latest World malaria report, there were an estimated 263
million cases and 5,97,000 malaria deaths worldwide in 2023.

WHO &1 Fdiad fay wafear Raié & suR, 2023 & 3fye TR W 263 fAferm
AT ATHA 3R 5,97,000 HATRGT W SIHTT off|

This represents about 11 million more cases in 2023 compared to 2022, and nearly
the same number of deaths.

g 2022 &1 g & 2023 & a1 11 Ffers st wmra &1 ufaffia srar g, ok

TTHT It of T & A 65 ¢ |
e Meanwhile, as of November 2024, 44 countries and one territory had been
certified malaria-free by WHO.

ST SRM, FAdaR 2024 T, 44 SR 3R TH &F DI WHO RT HARTT-Fad THIfora
o T g |

RBI Governor Malhotra vows best
batting stance in public interest

Taking charge at Mint Street, the cricket-loving new central bank boss steers clears of outswingers on growth and inflation,

vows to play with a straight bat after getting a flavour of the pitch; says focus would be on continuity, stability and certainty

GS Paper lll: Banking
System in India

MUMBAI

he 26th Governor
T of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)

Sanjay Malhotra took
charge of Mint Street on
Wednesday, opening his
account with a straight bat,
committing to uphold and
strengthen public trust in
the central bank while
maintaining a sense of con-
tinuity and the commit-
ment to take appropriate
decisions at the right time
in public interest.

“I can assure you that
we will put the best foot
forward in public interest
to deliver what the public
of India looks forward to,
which is trust, growth, sta-

fal

New Innings: Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra took charge as

- 2

the 26th Governor of RBI for the next three years on Wednesday. ANI

bility and certainty in poli-
cy,” Mr. Malhotra said.

The computer science
engineer turned bureau-
crat, who was named the
new banking regulator this
Monday, said emphasis
would be placed on tech-

nology and innovations to
enhance financial inclu-
sion and expansion.

A cricket lover and cof-
fee aficionado Mr. Malho-
tra, in his first press confe-
rence as Governor, shied
away from commenting on

—

issues like growth and in-
flation. He said, “It is my
first day and so if I start
playing my shots from day
one, from ball one, I don’t
think it will be appropriate
on my part.”

Agile to challenges

Mr. Malhotra said that
while maintaining conti-
nuity and stability, the RBI
would be alert and agile to
challenges.

Mr. Malhotra, who is
learnt to have been briefed
about his appointment
hours before it was made
public, said it was “an ho-
nor to head this august in-
stitution and a huge res-
ponsibility” and that he
would continue to uphold
the legacy of the RBI.

With this appointment
Mr. Malhotra, a Punjabi,
who was born, raised and
has worked in North India,
will make Mumbai his
home for at least three
years and gain a first-hand
experience of what makes
the port city and India’s fi-
nancial capital tick.

Highlighting RBI’s 90th
anniversary theme of sta-
bility, trust and growth, he
said these were pertinent
for the economy. Noting
the RBI has done a tremen-
dous job in monetary poli-
cy management and finan-
cial inclusion, he said one
needs to be conscious that
one does not have a mono-
poly on all knowledge, so
external expertise should
also be tapped.

RBI Governor Malhotra vows best batting stance in
public interest

RIS TR A AT A S d A AdYY Teardrsit
W YA B HHH WS
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Taking charge at Mint Street, the cricket-loving new central bank
boss steers clears of outswingers on growth and inflation,vows to
play with a straight bat after getting a flavour of the pitch; says
focus would be on continuity, stability and certainty

fife Wie d FYR JuTed gu, fhde it v Sfta d% & ug@ A
fasTa SR A9 WR See @R @ gt a9 v, e w1 oo a4 &
9Tg WY Iout A W B v G15; Bl [ Favar, Ruzar sk
frf3raar wr = & smem

26th Governor of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) - Sanjay Malhotra Takes Charge

YR F¥o1d 8% (RBI) & 26 Ta=R - 1T AeG AT 4 UGHR Tgur fpar

e Sanjay Malhotra, the 26th Governor of Reserve Bank of India (RBI), took charge
of Mint Street on Wednesday.
Horg Heg i, ﬂ-m'cﬂuﬁm'q‘%m (RBI) & 269 TR = §HUAR $Y fiie We & tgur
PRUREI

e He committed to uphold and strengthen public trust in the central bank while
maintaining continuity and making appropriate decisions at the right time in
public interest.

IR Hlg o A FdT BT YT §91E I 3R Togd B i Ufddgal ad 3,
Safer fARaRr 99TC T@d gU 3R Arduii=e fod & 98t wwy wR 3R g an ot
§1d 1 |

e "l can assure you that we will put the best foot forward in public interest to deliver
what the public of India looks forward to, which is trust, growth, stability, and
certalnty in policy,” Mr. Malhotra said.

[ 3MTU! fayT e Iahdl § fo 50 Sa1 & fia o 9ad 3151 g ISTE, dlfds g4
TE! < T e HRA Bt oI-1d1 SHIg Hel 8, I fayr, faerd, fRuar sk ifa
# ff¥aan &t 7o A Fan

e Mr. Malhotra, a computer science engineer turned bureaucrat, emphasized the
importance of technology and innovation to enhance financial inclusion and
expansion.

St TregT, ST U SR ATEY Folif-ar I SRIpe o+ 8, 7 faxita gam=m ik
IR &1 FgM & T MeNfet ¢k Ta™R & Agd W 9q f&a

o A cricket lover and coffee aficionado, Mr. Malhotra, in his first press conference as

Governor, refrained from commenting on issues like growth and inflation.

fopdpe Ut oiR BIwt Ut St Tee 3, TaR & TU & U ugel U Hithy H, g
3R GEEpIf o Tl R fewoll a5 ¥ e |

e "ltis my first day and so if | start playing my shots from day one, from ball one, |
don't think it will be appropriate on my part," he said.

"8 TR Ugel 3 8, 3R 3R H Ugd fa, Ugd sffel A 8 3o Wiy Werl LE R g, I
T3 76T erTar fob g AR forg a8, 32 e

e Mr. Malhotra stated that while maintaining continuity and stability, the RBI would
be alert and agile to challenges.

it Teg = 7 gl b e SR fRIRET 91U 79d §¢, RBI &1 gl & Ul wad
3R R &1 eI

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS

Page4o



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3" Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

Mr. Malhotra, who was briefed about his appointment hours before it was made

public, said it was "an honor to head this august institution and a huge

responsibility”.

st Hear, e Frgfay ardefe fPu oM & $o 9 uga & gfya frarmar a3

Hel o g8 "9 ufafld TR0 &1 T 991 T T 3R g1 foiierRt §1”

He will continue to uphold the legacy of RBI.

98 RBI $1 URIFT Bl §1¢ 34T |

With this appointment, Mr. Malhotra, a Punjabi, who was born, raised, and has

worked in North India, will make Mumbai his home for at least three years.

=9 Fgfaa & ary, o Aeg, S U uwTel €, folg SR HIRd & ofH, UTer-a1eT 8k

BT TR BT 3IHT 8, a8 B UAT OR S, HH 4 HF i aull o (ol |

He will gain first-hand experience of what makes the port city and India’s financial

capital tick.

g%maﬁwwa#ﬁﬁ?am%ﬂ@fuﬁﬁlﬁsﬁ?ma&ﬁ?ﬂuwwﬂaﬁm
I

Highlighting the RBI’'s 90th anniversary theme of stability, trust, and growth, he

said these were essential for the economy.

RBI F 904} awfiris & fawa fRRET, fAyrT iR AP &1 TR FRd gY, 3= Fel
for 3 arefegaen ¥ fo o< B

Noting the RBI’'s achievements in monetary policy management and financial
inclusion, he said one must be aware that no one has a monopoly on all
knowledge, so external expertise should also be tapped.

Hifse fifa yaeuT 3R faxfia wwrasE o RBI 31 IuAfRral H1 3w Hd §T, oM
Pl f g1 gg Iug 91T P Pis Y aufe I+t 39 R vt R =18 @,
zgfore 918 fa=iusrar &1 i SuanT faar sem anfgud
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How Ba'ath Party’s six-decade-long
rule in Syria came to a crashing end

NEWS ANALYSIS

GS Paper II: Developing
Countries

The Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS), the Syrian Islamist
militant group, had been
preparing for months for a
large-scale offensive
against the forces of Bashar
al-Assad. The HTS, former-
ly called al-Nusra Front,
the Syrian arm of al-Qaeda,
had built a statelet in
northwestern Syria’s Idlib
under the leadership of its
‘emir’, Abu Muhammed al-
Jolani. The HTS and its ally
Syrian National Army
(SNA) had informed Turki-
ye, their patron, at least six
months ago about the of-
fensive plan, according to a
Reuters report.

Mr. Assad’s troops were
in a bad shape. Soldiers
were poorly paid and
lacked motivation. Under
crippling American sanc-
tions, its finances were in
shambles. During the peak
of the civil war, in 2015-16,
Mr. Assad had heavily re-
lied on his external allies
for security — Russia, Iran
and Hezbollah. Now, the
situation was different.
The Russians were focused
on Ukraine. Iran lost a host
of its Syria commanders to
Israeli strikes. Hezbollah
had been weakened in a
year-long war with Israel.

The HTS launched its of-
fensive on November 27,
the day Israel and Lebanon
signed a ceasefire. On the
12th day, the Assad regime
fell.

Offensive begins

When they launched the
offensive, the militants’ in-
itial target was the western
suburbs of Aleppo, Syria’s
second largest city. When
HTS and SNA militants ad-
vanced towards Aleppo,
they faced little resistance

A

No challenge: HTS and SNA militants faced little resistance from
the Army when they advanced towards Aleppo. AFP

from government forces.
Within four days, they
reached Aleppo’s city
centre.

The rapid collapse of go-
vernment forces in Aleppo
stunned both the militants
and the regime alike. The
HTS’s victory triggered re-
bellion elsewhere in the
country. In the south, local
militias, who were backed
by Jordan, started attack-
ing government positions.
In the northeast, the Syr-
ian Democratic Forces
(SDF), a Kurdish militia,
started advancing towards
the eastern city of Deir Ez-
zour. The HTS, the main
militant group, marched
south from Aleppo to-
wards Hama. On Decem-
ber 5, they entered Hama.

Mr. Assad turned to Iran
and Russia for help. But
Syrian and other Arab offi-
cials say both Russia and
Iran told the Syrian Presi-
dent that they could not
help him much this time.

Mr. Assad’s circle was
shrinking. His troops were
not fighting back. He was
not getting any external
help. The militants were
on a march from multiple
fronts. From Hama, the
HTS advanced towards
Homs, a strategically im-
portant city that sits at an
intersection between Sy-
ria’s Mediterranean coast

Website: patrioticias.in
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and Damascus, the seat of
power. On December 7,
HTS-linked militants en-
tered Homs. The next day,
the Southern Front, mili-
tants from the south who
had already taken Daara,
entered Damascus first,
followed by the HTS. Sy-
ria’s Prime Minister Mu-
hammad al-Jalali said he
would ensure a peaceful
transition of power, bring-
ing the 60-year rule of the
Socialist Ba’ath Party in Sy-
ria to a dramatic end.

Different rebel groups

The fall of the regime
leaves a huge vacuum in
Syria. Today, there are four
major rebel coalitions in
the country. First, the HTS,
led by Jolani.HTS telegram
channels already call him
‘President’ Shara, referring
to his real name, Ahmed
Hussein al-Shara. The HTS
has built a government in
Idlib and has some 25,000
soldiers under its com-
mand. But that may not be
enough to run a vast coun-
try like Syria. The HTS cer-
tainly wants to play a key
role in the new Syria, and
has sent reconciliatory
messages to the country’s
different sects and militias.
The SNA is an ally of the
HTS and a proxy of Turki-
ye.
Second, the local mili-

tias in the south. That they
entered Damascus first was
a clear message to Jolani
that he was not the only
‘rebel’ in the game. Third,
is the SDF, the Kurdish mil-
itia. In the northeast, the
Kurds have enjoyed rela-
tive autonomy since the
beginning of the civil war.
But Turkiye was alarmed
by the Kurds’s growing
strength and had launched
incursions into Syria in the
past, grabbing territories
on the border. .

And finally, there are
the Alawites, Mr. Assad’s
sect who live mostly in the
mountainous coastal re-
gions of Latakia and Tar-
tus, and has enjoyed pow-
er for nearly 50 years. The
Alawites were the back-
bone of the Syrian Army.
They are unlikely to imme-
diately trust Jolani, a com-
mitted Salafi Islamist mili-
tant, whose group in the
past had carried out target-
ed attacks against Alawites.

Syria is a diverse coun-

try. It now has a diverse set
of militias, without a cen-
tral authority. And then
there are external players.
Turkiye, as the main sup-
porter of northern militias
(HTS and SNA), would seek
to extend its influence in
the government formation.

Jordan would like to see
the southern militias get-
ting their due. The Gulf
Arabs, who are wary of
both Islamists and Turkiye,
would be alarmed by the
developments. Iran risks
losing its territorial link
with Hezbollah. Russia’s
primary objective would
be to safeguard its Tartus
naval base and Khmeimim
air base. And Israel has al-
ready sent troops to cap-
ture land in Syria’s Golan
Heights and is carrying out
massive air strikes aimed at
destroying Syria’s military
capabilities.
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How Ba’ath Party’s six-decade-long rule in Syria
came to a crashing end

i § a1y urdf &1 38 <2 dd1 I A @A Bl

ML

HTS Launches Offensive Against Bashar al-Assad Forces

T ITH A 9RR 3(d-319E Dt 13 & fFaTw SmspHvr IR= fhar

The Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a Syrian Islamist militant group, had been
preparing for months for a large-scale offensive against Bashar al-Assad's forces.

B! J18f & R aul § 99 YW TR 3THHUT B dATRT R I7T T
HTS, formerly known as al-Nusra Front, had built a statelet in northwestern Syria's
Idlib under the leadership of Abu Muhammed al-Jolani.

HTS, foT Ugd Srd-JRT We & T8 1 71 ofrd 4T, 3 WiRar & Sax-ufindt sefera o
Y EWIG AA-SA o g | U Ao BT (AT faar o7l

HTS and its ally, the Syrian National Army (SNA), had informed Turkey about the
offensive plan at least six months ago, according to a Reuters report.

HTS 3R I Fean Hifvars I V1 (SNA) - gl 31 &1 3§ $H B8 Hg 1 Ugat
3{TSHHUT TS & IR T Yord o o1, T Aged R & IR |

Assad’s troops were in poor shape, with low morale and poor pay. Under crippling
American sanctions, Syria’s finances were in shambles.

319G &1 1Y TRTY FRUfG 7 off, S5 da 3fRk &3 WRom & wry | @Rt ufaeel &
HRUT Hifvar &1 faiy Rl @vre 81778 |

During the peak of the civil war in 2015-16, Assad had relied heavily on Russia, Iran,
and Hezbollah for security, but the situation was different now.

2015-16 & AR T b TRA W, 3¢ 7 &M & 1Y ¥4, M, 3R fogeae ®©
Y} FRar a18 o, <ifoheT srer FRuf sre ot

The Russians were focused on Ukraine, and Iran lost many Syria commanders to
Israeli strikes, while Hezbollah had been weakened in a year-long war with Israel.
= YebT TR Hisid U, 3R I I FHISA GRT THeA H 30+ 3 JRATE HHIS Bl
G e o, Siafes fevigenie sHTsd & 1Y T ATd ool g & HHIR 81 17 |
The HTS launched its offensive on November 27, the day Israel and Lebanon
signed a ceasefire.

HTS 3 27 TR ST 3{UHT STHHT IRE a1, I e STa gwRISd 3R A9 A Th
HISTHETIR IR gHIER |

On the 12th day of the offensive, the Assad regime fell.

THHUT & 124 &, g I fR |

Offensive Begins
STSHHUT DT [H3ATT

The initial target of the militants was the western suburbs of Aleppo, Syria's second-
largest city.
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Tderaredl & YRS A& Sl & it STTR 2, S WA &1 g1 9ed 987
e |

When HTS and SNA militants advanced towards Aleppo, they faced little resistance
from government forces.

TF HTS 3R SNA & IUATE! AWl T 3R §¢, il S8 WRBRI J137 ¥ 9gd B uferiy
DT HTHAT PRAT US|

Within four days, they reached the city center of Aleppo.

IR At & iR, 9 St & qMER Hg I Ugd M|

The rapid collapse of government forces in Aleppo stunned both the militants and
the Assad regime.

AT H TRBHRI JA1S BT e e I JTTfed! SR Sf¥a R B g3 $R fe|
The HTS's victory triggered rebellion elsewhere in Syria, with local militias in the
south attacking government positions and the SDF advancing towards Deir Ezzour.

HTS &1 Siid A e & oy et o fasis &1 o faan, oigt gfémn & R
faffRrar TReR Bt RS R gHel R ) 4t 3R SDF 3R TR 31 3R ¢ 8T U
HTS advanced south towards Hama and entered the city on December 5.

HTS BTHT BT 3R Sf&r0r 9¢T 3R 5 faiar &1 2rex § uaw far|

Mr. Assad turned to Iran and Russia for help, but both told him they could not help
him much.

off 3¢ A S 3R ¥ I Heg & fw Jush fhan, Afe St 3 3= garn {6 3 39 aR
P! HEE el BR obd |

Mr. Assad'’s circle was shrinking, and his troops were not fighting back. The militants
advanced from multiple fronts.

st 3RTE 1 AERT RS e U1, 3R ITe! I ufety ) v 38 | Iyard) &%
At | 96 33

From Hama, HTS advanced towards Homs, a strategically important city. HTS-linked
militants entered Homs on December 7.

BT Y, HTS 817 FI 3R T¢1, Sl T I U V Agaquf TeX 21 HTS A 9
IYaTd] 7 faiar &) g1 ¥ YT o) Y|

On December 8, the Southern Front militants, who had taken Daara, entered
Damascus first, followed by HTS militants.

8 fa¥SR @1, Southern Front & IYaTd], [Srgi- GRT TR HeaTl fbaT UT, Uget i |
YA fbT, $Hb §1G HTS o IUI! 3T |

Syria’s Prime Minister Muhammad al-Jalali stated he would ensure a peaceful
transition of power, ending the 60-year rule of the Ba'ath Party.

I & T HigwIe Srd-STardl § &gl foh 98 RIfad &1 Mfaqul gvdia<or
AT S, R a1 uTel T 60 TTA BT XMTE JHTK SR |

Different Rebel Groups
faft fasidt e

The fall of the regime left a huge vacuum in Syria, with four major rebel coalitions:
A & {TRA 1 I ¥ e fo=ma I Sad ga, o IR ugw fagie! Teaed o
o HTS, led by Jolani, has built a government in Idlib with 25,000 soldiers but
may not have enough strength to govern Syria.

HTS, ST STET & A H €, 7 3efed # Th INBR o718 g 3R 9P U
25,000 IfF® g, A Tmue Wi &1 IRH axA & forg wafa wfed 761 31
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o SNA, an ally of HTS and a proxy of Turkey, also plays a significant role.
SNA, S HTS T Tgarht 3R gabf o1 Wiait 3, +t Ueb Heeaqut Yf¥yest AT ]

o Local militias in the south attacked government positions and challenged
HTS's dominance.

Sferor & R FfIRmT 3 RHRT ual )R gqan fara $iR HTS & UY@ &1
AT &

o The SDF, a Kurdish militia, has enjoyed autonomy in northeastern Syria and
is advancing towards territory in the east.

SDF, U g, (Aferran, 7 Hifear & IwR-yd & WrRidl &1 3iHg forn § 8k
R H 307 & BT 3R §¢ @I 3
o The Alawites, Assad’s sect, are concentrated in the coastal regions of
Latakia and Tartus and have been in power for nearly 50 years.
JTATSE, 3 & TS, FATBAT 3R a4 & eIy & § Hixd § ok
TIHAT 50 IS § &l A 5
Turkey seeks to extend its influence over the formation of the new government, and
Jordan wants southern militias to gain recognition.

B[ 78 WDHR & T3 H U= THTRAd TG B1 HIRAL B 8T 7, 3R ST argd
& o feroht faferfman &1 wrgar fira
The Gulf Arabs are wary of both Islamists and Turkey, while Iran risks losing its link
with Hezbollah.

mmﬁu‘reﬁ?gﬁﬁ@rmw% STafes ST fevigeaTes & Wy 3uA
wsh B I BT SIRIT IBT &
Russia’s primary objective is to safeguard its Tartus naval base and Khmeimim air
base.
%mmmmmmmﬁﬁﬁa@ﬁ?mmé@aﬂﬁv&nm

I

Israel has already sent troops to capture land in Syria’s Golan Heights and is
carrying out massive air strikes to destroy Syria's military capabilities.

3ORTS - Ugd gl Hifvan & Mam g15ed H oHiH FHooll HRA & g 9% 9! § 8k
@Wﬁ%wﬁﬁwwﬁ%ma@ﬁnﬁwmmww%l

FIFA announces the hostsforthe ~ FIFA announces the hosts for

2030 and 2034 men’s World Cups

the 2030 and 2034 men’s
World Cups

WI%T A 2030 3R 2034 & Y39
fay o9 & Ara= &t giyon &t

GETTY IMAGES

Saudi Arabia will host the men’s football World Cup in 2034 while
the 2030 edition will be held in Spain, Portugal and Morocco, FIFA
President Gianni Infantino announced following a virtual
extraordinary Congress. With both the editions having only a single
bid, they were confirmed by acclamation.
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Saudi Arabia to Host Men's Football World Cup
in 2034

2034 § US4 3R oY pedid [y $Y Bt
G B
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Saudi Arabia will host the men’s football World Cup in 2034.

<l 3RT 2034 H ToY Pedid (4 HU $t A@ET S|

The 2030 edition of the tournament will be held in Spain, Portugal, and Morocco.
2030 TIHIUT 3 ¢AHC &1 T, Yemre 3R ARG § Saiford g

FIFA President Gianni Infantino announced the decision following a virtual
extraordinary Congress.

BT regel forart et 3 53 Had &t 9ivun U STHTRA SRR S &
§1G 1|

Both the 2030 and 2034 editions had only a single bid, and they were confirmed by
acclamation.

2030 37R 2034 HEHIUI & fo Had T gt deit o, 3R 5% Fdaw™fa ¥ WeR o1
Tar|
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Climate impact of exploring
space passing below the radar

Making satellites is an energy-intensive process. Every launch also releases carbon dioxide, black carbon, and water vapour. Rocket propellants

deplete the ozone layer and disrupt atmospheric circulation. Satellites burning up in the air release ash into the atmosphere’s middle layers

s the world becomes more

reliant on space technology for

vital functions like climate

monitoring, the environmental
consequences of space activities also
become increasingly urgent and in need
of more attention. The rapid growth of
the number of satellites in orbit has led to
concerns about interference with climate
monitoring systems and the accumulation
of orbital debris. With no specific
international regulations addressing these
challenges, it is crucial the world’s
governments act quickly to ensure space
exploration doesn’t drift into
unsustainability.

How rockets affect the environment
Every rocket launch releases carbon
dioxide, black carbon, and water vapour
into the atmosphere. Black carbon is of
particular concern because it absorbs
sunlight 500 times more effectively than
carbon dioxide does, amplifying global
warming. As commercial space ventures
become more common, the cumulative
impact of these emissions will worsen.

Rocket propellants, especially those
using chlorine-based chemicals, deplete
the ozone layer at high altitudes,
increasing exposure to ultraviolet
radiation on the ground as well as
disrupting atmospheric circulation — both
of which affect the global climate.
According to a December 9 article in MIT
Tech Review, when satellites “burn up in
the atmosphere” once their missions end,
they release “satellite ash in the middle
layers of the earth’s atmosphere. This
metallic ash can harm the atmosphere
and potentially alter the climate.*

Next, like many other forms of
manufacturing, the production of
satellites demands energy-intensive
processes involving metals and composite
materials, whose extraction and
preparation have large carbon footprints
of their own. Satellites also use propulsion
systems to adjust their location and
orientation in orbit, and their emissions
add to the overall count. Equally, the rise
of space mining — e.g. extracting valuable
(on the earth) minerals from asteroids —
could lead to increased industrial activity
both in space and on the ground. Such
mining activities haven't begun yet, but
they are sure to be part of the future.

While space technology supports
essential climate monitoring and disaster
management, the environmental costs for
the earth’s atmosphere and space are
escalating, requiring urgent redressal.

Dangers of orbital debris

Orbital debris, or space junk, refers to
defunct satellites, spent rocket stages, and
pieces of satellites produced when they
break apart in low earth orbit (LEO).
According to the European Space Agency,
as of September 2024, there had been
around 6,740 rocket launches since 1957
that placed 19,590 satellites in orbit.
Around 13,230 are still in space, and of
them 10,200 are still functional.

Since the space in earth’s orbit is a
resource just like water bodies and land
masses on the ground, the occupation of
orbits by non-functional objects
constitutes a form of pollution as well -
with the added threat of risk
magnification.

For example, space surveillance

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida. The rocket carried 23 Starlink satellites. ap

networks have catalogued around 36,860
space objects thus far, including those
produced in the 650+ fragmentation
events (break-ups, explosions, and
collisions). The total mass of all space
objects in orbit exceeds 13,000 tonnes. As
this mass continues to increase, the
collision risks to satellites increase as well.
Most space junk can reach speeds of up
to 29 km/hr. When moving so fast, even a
minuscule piece of metal can smash
through a satellite like a bullet, damaging
critical components, including those used
for communication, navigation, and to
monitor climate parameters of merit.

Orbital debris also poses an indirect
threat by interfering with scientists’
ability to collect data about the earth —
from tracking disasters to monitoring
weather — from space, such as by
interfering with radio waves. Such threats
also obligate satellite operators to invest
in shielding satellites and actively perform
costly manoeuvres to avoid collisions;
both requirements drive up mission cost.

The risks are even more significant for
human-crewed missions. For example,
the International Space Station frequently
adjusts its orbit to avoid debris.

Barriers to space sustainability
Regulation is key to ensuring space
remains accessible and space activities
remain environmentally sustainable.
Without clear guidelines, the unchecked
growth of emissions and debris will harm
the earth’s climate and increase the
barriers to future space exploration.

Space activities currently fall outside
international sustainability instruments
like the Paris Agreement, so governments
need to establish standards for emissions
from rockets and satellites to prevent
them from becoming overlooked
contributors to global warming.

Without regulations, the increasing
number of satellites and debris will
overcrowd LEQ, rendering future
missions more expensive, which in turn
would subtract from space’s identity as a
shared global resource that needs to be
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The mass of objects in orbit
exceeds 13,000 tonnes. As this

increases, the collision risks
increase as well. Most space junk
can reach speeds of up to 29
km/hr. Even a minuscule piece
can smash throu, satellite

equally accessible to everyone.
International cooperation through bodies
like the Committee on the Peaceful Use of
Outer Space (COPUOS) is necessary to
create enforceable standards in this
context.

Governments can also ensure such
frameworks align with the Outer Space
Treaty's principles of responsible use of
space while addressing the treaty’s
current lack of binding provisions. This
unity is particularly crucial if countries
are to address the environmental impacts
of space activities.

Achieving sustainability

Achieving sustainability in space
exploration requires innovative solutions,
which also present challenges of their
own. For example, reusable rockets like
those developed by SpaceX and Blue
Origin reduce manufacturing waste and
lower costs by allowing engineers to reuse
rocket components in multiple missions.
But the reusable parts are often heavier,
which increases fuel consumption. These
also have limited applicability for
high-orbit missions, and their wear and
tear invokes costly refurbishments. Thus
scaling this technology while maintaining
efficiency remains a hurdle.

Second, transitioning to cleaner fuels
like liquid hydrogen and/or biofuels can
minimise harmful emissions during
liftoffs. However, hydrogen is currently
produced with non-renewable energy,
negating its environmental benefits.
Cryogenic fuels — which provide more
thrust for the same mass — are more
expensive and more complex to handle,
keeping them out of reach of smaller

operators. Electric propulsion is another
option, but its low thrust restricts its use
to specific missions like in-orbit
manoeuvres.

Third, designing satellites with
biodegradable materials that naturally
disintegrate during re-entry can prevent
long-term debris accumulation. On the
flip side, these materials currently lack
the durability required for the extreme
conditions of space. High development
costs and limited adoption further slow
progress. Autonomous debris removal
(ADR) technologies such as robotic arms
and laser systems also offer hope for
cleaning up orbital debris, but again, they
are currently expensive as well as need
more legal clarity before they can begin to
operate safely.

A global traffic system to monitor
satellites and debris in real time could
reduce collisions and optimise orbit use.
Resistance to data sharing, including due
to security and commercial concerns, and
the lack of a unified international
authority hinder its development,
however.

None of these hurdles are permanent,
of course. Moreover, whereas individual
solutions face significant challenges, a
combined approach may be more
feasible.

For example, binding agreements
through COPUOS can standardise
emission limits, debris mitigation, and
data-sharing practices; governments and
private entities can prioritise funding for
green technologies, ADR systems, and
satellite biodegradability; and financial
rewards, subsidies, or penalties can
nudge private actors towards sustainable
practices.

At the intersection of technological
advancement and environmental
responsibility, the choices we make today
will define the future of space
exploration.

(Shrawani Shagun is pursuing a PhD at
National Law University, Delhi, focusing on
environmental sustainability and space
governance. shrawani.shagun@gmail.com)
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Climate impact of exploring space passing below the
radar

TER & A1 A ToRA d1d 3Haf¥el 390 & FTaarg IR
T

Making satellites is an energy-intensive process. Every launch also
releases carbon dioxide, black carbon, and water vapour. Rocket
propellants deplete the ozone layer and disrupt atmospheric
circulation. Satellites burning up in the air release ash into the
atmosphere’s middle layers

SUIE T TP Sul1-TT8 UfshdT g1 8% AUl § Pla SIS aaSs,
P BIad 3R 5 Iy i e adr g1 ke Yuned NS IRd Bl
¥ $d & 3R argHS Y UEwRYT &1 a1feid $d &1 ga1 § oied ara
SUUE AIYHSH I T Wl # IRG BISd &

Environmental Consequences of Space Activities

3afver nfafafiry & gatawofia ufyoms

e As the world becomes more reliant on space technology for vital functions like
climate monitoring, the environmental consequences of space activities are
becoming more urgent.

S-S gHaT Sraaryg FATRTY SR Ageayuf et & fow siafver ienfiet w it
gl%\"aﬁw@%, siaRer afafie & Tatazoiia uomy ok ot oifie st g1 o
I

e The growth in the number of satellites has raised concerns about interference with
climate monitoring systems and the accumulation of orbital debris.

Iuel ot @& ¥ gfe 7 searg AR yonferat & Ty gay iR wefta ved &
T & IR H AT Iad B 5

e There are no specific international regulations addressing these challenges,
making it crucial for governments to act quickly to ensure space exploration doesn't
drift into unsustainability.
< IREI @ Fiea 3 e B R sarRTgta fraw =6 8, sk 08 o & b
PR Sedl H BRATE DX Al SHARET SV SrFdddT B 3R 7 9¢ |

How Rockets Affect the Environment

JPe TR B HA YHIAd B &

o Every rocket launch releases carbon dioxide, black carbon, and water vapour into
the atmosphere.

T e YUY FTa- SRS, AP BT AR FTaar &l IRgHSd § BIedl g
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e Black carbon is particularly concerning because it absorbs sunlight 500 times more
effectively than carbon dioxide, increasing global warming.

b BT IR ¥ § fefdrere ¢ ®iife a8 i & THT=1 B 500 AT SHfRrew gyt
TF A P STFATRIGS I 34 G el 8, e Ay aros s 21

e Rocket propellants, especially those using chlorine-based chemicals, deplete the
ozone layer at high altitudes, increasing exposure to ultraviolet radiation.

RPe YUNGH, DR d S FARI-TUTRG IATAA1 BT I B &, I HAls W
3N IR & T8 HRa &, o Wit fafdpRor &1 Sy sgar 81

e When satellites burn up in the atmosphere, they release satellite ash, which can
harm the atmosphere and potentially alter the climate.
S§ SUUE dIdIaRUl & Seld &, df d IUUE B A BISd &, ol aHSH DI JHuH Ugdl
Fahct § 3R HHId: Fdr] &1 96 A ¢ |

e The production of satellites demands energy-intensive processes, contributing to
large carbon footprints.
SUIE! BT IUTGH SHoll-TTg+T UihaT3i & T &l 5, Sl 48 PTaH Pefiie § aieH
FA G

o Satellites use propulsion systems to adjust location and orientation, adding to the
overall emissions.

IUUE WUNG WUl &1 SUART b Ut fRUfe SfR fNfa=am o1 Jamaifoid ava
2 S faurfig Sesi= § siga g

e Space mining, like extracting minerals from asteroids, could increase industrial
activity both in space and on Earth, leading to higher environmental impact.

3faf¥er @, SR b afzvel & Wil &1 feeeur, IeiT afafafyr & siafer 3R gedt
3 B FT b 8, o yafaroia uure 7 gfs 8 9t ]

Dangers of Orbital Debris

ety Aad & @A

e Orbital debris, also known as space junk, includes defunct satellites, spent rocket
stages, and pieces of satellites from low Earth orbit (LEO).
Felg vaan, S siafker H=RT ft B8 A1 8, § RA SUUE, T g1 gab b TR,
3R @ oref 3fffefe (LEO) ¥ ¢¢ §U SUUG! & ghe XMAA B |

e As of September 2024, there had been around 6,740 rocket launches placing
19,590 satellites in orbit.
RIdeR 2024 TF, TTHT 6,740 b e UAYUT gU I, =1 19,590 IUTET F! Ham A
REEIN

e Around 13,230 satellites are still in space, and 10,200 of them are still functional.
TIHAT 13,230 SUUE 37t ot sfafer & €, 3R 376 9 10,200 3t ot Hri=ha &1

e The occupation of orbits by non-functional objects constitutes a form of pollution,
with the added risk of risk magnification.

TR-BTaH® aXG3MT GRT B3 TR Heoll HRAT YgUUT 1 =4 g, o Ifed &
R @1 sifaRad TaRT AT 81

Environmental Impact of Space Debris and Regulation Challenges

fafer Aae iR fFrawst ot gefaar

e Space surveillance networks have catalogued around 36,860 space objects so far,
including those from 650+ fragmentation events such as break-ups, explosions,
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and collisions.

3faiket TR Aeadh 3 31d % TIH 36,860 Sfdf¥er axgsil & Tellag oo B, foraw
650+ faRdsT "ge-meil ¥ IUd axq¢ oI geq, fawwie iR Tam mivd g

The total mass of all space objects in orbit exceeds 13,000 tonnes, and as this mass
increases, collision risks to satellites also rise.

Hef o quft sfafer axgsit 1 Fa YR 13,000 T T 3ifF g, 3R S-S Tg YR Fadl
2, SUUE! ¥ TapR BT Sf@H i sgar gl

Most space junk can reach speeds of up to 29 km/hr, and even a small piece of
metal can damage a satellite like a bullet.

Siferepier ofafver waxT 29 fardl/der 31 1fa I ugd AT &, SR Jgf I fob U Biet
T FT ghel Hi IWIE F! Tiiel BT IRE TH I Ugdl UhT ¢

The collision of space debris with satellites can damage critical components like
communication systems, navigation, and climate monitoring equipment.

3iaRe TS HT IUTGI W THIAT AgaqUl geh| Bl JHUH Ugdl Yl § o WK
womferar, AfdRE, SR Saarg AR U@

Orbital debris also interferes with scientists' ability to collect data from space,
including monitoring disasters and weather, by disrupting radio waves.

Fefig AaaT dFe! BI dRe J ST Thd B B &idl H off g8y &ar 7, e
3mueraf 3R MW ! fA R 2fid g, Fifes a8 et o & a1ferd sar g1
Satellite operators are forced to invest in shielding satellites and perform costly
manoeuvres to avoid collisions, which increases mission costs.

IUUE TR B! SUTET DI YR&T Had o R TEN TaATe H= & 78 oy g1
TSI § i Tohria A 5 o, Fred) e ) e st 21

The risks are even more significant for human-crewed missions, such as the
International Space Station, which frequently adjusts its orbit to avoid debris.

T S ArTa-g Foreret & forg 3R ot Fewel 3, SR s arefta srafva R, <
fafid ©u T Fefla qad § §9- & g st e &) THrId SR ] |

Barriers to Space Sustainability

3iafes & Jadar A I1YTE

Regulation is essential to ensure that space remains accessible and space activities
are environmentally sustainable.

e g8 gRfa v & e srawge § 3 siafer gau &1 38 iR siafer nfafafemt
vaferoii w9 & wad &1

Without clear guidelines, unchecked emissions and debris growth will harm the
earth’s climate and increase barriers to future space exploration.

Ty femfAd=n & fomm, fomm Fafa Se ik Aad & gfg gt & STaarg &1 Jhar
UgaTuTh SR Hiqw & Sfdfef 3avur & oy STl dgreh |

Space activities currently fall outside international sustainability instruments like the
Paris Agreement, so governments must establish standards for rocket and satellite
emissions to prevent their overlooked contribution to global warming.

i H Siafe TAffar SiaIgha Fadar Iueul oI TR weEiid & R 4 918
3, SUIAT PRI I e 3R IUIT IS P 7T A R B g1l dllch 3
Yy ar= & AT B ToR et A faar Sl

Without regulations, the increasing number of satellites and debris will overcrowd
low Earth orbit (LEO), making future missions more expensive and reducing
space’s identity as a shared global resource.
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et & fom, Iuwgt SR Had @ dgdt T el gl @) HeT (LEo) F! RHI3S
R T, T Wfass & A W@t 81 Se iR SfaRel &1 uga Ue |ren afye
HHTYF & U H e S|

e International cooperation through bodies like the Committee on the Peaceful Use
of Outer Space (COPUOS) is necessary to create enforceable standards in this
context.
3iafver & wrifagef Iuahr w Afffa (copuos) SR el & Ao ¥ siagha
g 39 ey # a1 811 a1 AFd a9 & Y 1a=a ¢ |

e Governments can align such frameworks with the Outer Space Treaty’s principles of
responsible space use, while addressing the treaty’s lack of binding provisions.
WHR T grdl &) argd siafver il & e sialer Sua & Risidl & I
WIGT HR GHll &, el T & TYTHRY WIGUTHL 1 HHI DT YT HR Gl g

e International unity is crucial to address the environmental impacts of space
activities.

SITRRIPT Tehar SidRed Tfafafiat & wafazofi gyl @ Aues & fie gy 3|

Achieving Sustainability
Hdddl 9Tt dAT

e Achieving sustainability in space exploration requires innovative solutions, but these
solutions come with their own set of challenges.

3iaRer 3Vl H Jadadl Urd - & T Aa-ad JHIUT St TaRghdl 8idl 8, A
Y AT (U= gl b Iy 3

* Reusable rockets like those developed by SpaceX and Blue Origin reduce
manufacturing waste and lower costs by reusing rocket components in multiple
missions.

AU 3R & SRR gRT e Rid g=: Wiy e Fufor iy &1 &1 od 8
3R b TP bl Ps M | R J ITINT HRP AN P! ¥erd ¢ |

e However, the reusable parts are often heavier, which increases fuel consumption,
and they have limited applicability for high-orbit missions.

BTaies, T: WaISd HFT SRR YR 8ld ¢, R S &Y Wud 93 el 8, 3R 391
I H&M FiREl & foe Hferd IuarT g g

e The wear and tear on reusable components invoke costly refurbishments, which
makes scaling this technology while maintaining efficiency a challenge.

: T e ol foTg 3R ge-Te Hedl ARATd 1 STaRudhdl Ul ol g, o 39
T QU1 FGTT SR Gl ST AT gl 81 ST g |

e Transitioning to cleaner fuels like liquid hydrogen or biofuels can minimize harmful
emissions during lifts.
AR SIS IS U1 9 FU S w0 S8 H SCald IR/ P SR BIHBRED Iqoi
DI TATH HR IHal g |

e However, hydrogen is currently produced using non-renewable energy, which
negates its environmental benefits.

BT, TS IS aHM H TR-Ad SRV Fett &1 SUINT Hb ITad bl Sl B,
SN 9% JATaRuNg ATHT BT FHRAT 5|

e Cryogenic fuels, which provide more thrust for the same mass, are expensive and
complex to handle, limiting their use to larger operators.

HTAIGTS SU, S GH goaH & o 3ifdie Ha7 UeM ad §, gl 81d § 3k 3=
JYTSTT Tfed B, S I ITUNT P 93 STqReR) do T H a1 8|
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Electric propulsion is another option, but its low thrust restricts its use to specific
missions, like in-orbit manoeuvres.

fagga wuiled t SR fawed 8, A 3udT H9 T 5T IuahT &1 [y i
T T BT 3, S b Pam § Hare |

Designing satellites with biodegradable materials that naturally disintegrate during
re-entry can help prevent long-term debris accumulation.

Sifde wu 9 faufed g9 aret Il & Wy IwE! &1 fSWg &A1 off §: oW &
R WIHTa® ¥4 ¥ fJafed g1 91d 8, ddiicie Aad & a9 &l A H Hag hR
BETE]

However, these materials currently lack the durability required for the extreme
conditions of space.

BTdiTeh, 1 AR & g ¥ ofdRel &1 doRk aRfRUfE! & iy sravas aerged &
g

High development costs and limited adoption further slow progress in
implementing biodegradable materials.

o faor anTd oiR Hifda sroe Sifde w0 3 fqufed Sl & arg &=- § wirfd
@1 3R e R At B

Autonomous debris removal (ADR) technologies such as robotic arms and laser
systems offer hope for cleaning up orbital debris, but they are currently expensive
and lack legal clarity.

W 9ad g (ADR) MRNMfaat o Aaifeds g1y 3R doR yonferal weft Aas &
T B3 1 IRfe TR &, AfpT A adAr & wgeht € 3R i) Wy Bt w21

A global traffic system to monitor satellites and debris in real-time could reduce
collisions and optimise orbit use.

IUUE! 3R AAd B aRdfd® AT § IR & o U 3fye ararard vomelt e
B HH HR Tl ¢ 3R BT P IUANT BT SIHId BR Tbell |

Resistance to data sharing, including security and commercial concerns, and the lack
of a unified international authority hinder the development of such a system.

T 1S HR & U ufeRtey, fores qRem ofR arfofoues fiamnd wnfira 8, iR ueh
TPIHd SARRTPIT WIIBR0T 3t i, Tt yoreht F I 1 anfird oell 71

None of these hurdles are permanent, and a combined approach may be more
feasible.

TTH G BIs f 1o R 7S B, ofR TP Agad f¥Hivr S HaRIRG 8 Il 5
Binding agreements through COPUOS can standardise emission limits, debris
mitigation, and data-sharing practices; governments and private entities can
prioritize funding for green technologies, ADR systems, and satellite

biodegradability.
COPUOS & TTEH ¥ SeAHR! THd! o STor-T YT, Tad gAIHRv, 3R ST A1emm

B Dt YT DI AHD I (BT o Yl §; WD AR ol TR gha
Wienfifesa, ADR yonfera, $fiR S Sifae fraeT=ftear & fo famdivo oI
Al ¢ Gabdl 6|

Financial rewards, subsidies, or penalties can encourage private actors to adopt
more sustainable practices.

oo R R, JaRISt, a1 8 st TwA13f DI IS Taa UUTSi &1 30 & fag
IR d HR Fhd 5

At the intersection of technological advancement and environmental responsibility,
the choices we make today will define the future of space exploration.
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Spiral galaxy NGC 628, located 32 million
light-years away, in an image taken by the James
Webb Space Telescope. REUTERS

Webb confirms
the cosmos is
expanding at
unexpected rate

Reuters

|GS Paper lll: S&T

Fresh corroboration of the perplexing
observation that the universe is
expanding more rapidly than expected
has scientists pondering the cause —
perhaps some unknown factor involving
the mysterious cosmic components —
dark energy and dark matter.

Two years of data from NASA’s James
Webb Space Telescope have now
validated the Hubble Space Telescope’s
earlier finding that the rate of the
universe’s expansion is faster — by about
8% — than would be expected based on
what astrophysicists know of the initial
conditions in the cosmos and its evolution
over billions of years. The discrepancy is
called the Hubble Tension.

The observations by Webb, the most
capable space telescope ever deployed,
appear to rule out the notion that the data
from its forerunner Hubble was somehow
flawed due to instrument error.

“This is the largest sample of Webb
Telescope data — its first two years in
space— and it confirms the puzzling
finding from the Hubble Space Telescope
that we have been wrestling with for a
decade — the universe is now expanding
faster than our best theories can explain,”
said astrophysicist Adam Riess of Johns
Hopkins University in Maryland, lead
author of the study published on Monday
(December 9, 2024) in the Astrophysical
Journal.

“Yes, it appears there is something
missing in our understanding of the

The observations by Webb, the
most capable space telescope
ever deployved, appear to rule out
the notion that the data from its
forerunner Hubble was somehow
flawed due to instrument error

universe,” added Riess, a 2011 Nobel
laureate in physics for the co-discovery of
the universe’s accelerating expansion.
“Our understanding of the universe
contains a lot of ignorance about two
elements — dark matter and dark energy
— and these make up 96% of the universe,
so this is no small matter.”

“The Webb results can be interpreted
to suggest there may be a need to revise
our model of the universe, although it is
very difficult to pinpoint what this is at
the moment,” said Siyang Li, a Johns
Hopkins doctoral student in astronomy
and astrophysics and a study co-author.

Dark matter, thought to comprise
about 27% of the universe, is a
hypothesised form of matter that is
invisible but is inferred to exist based on
its gravitational effects on ordinary matter
- stars, planets, moons, all the stuff on
Earth - which accounts for roughly 5% of
the universe.

Dark energy, believed to comprise
approximately 69% of the universe, is a
hypothesised form of energy permeating
vast swathes of space that counteracts
gravity and drives the universe’s
accelerating expansion.

What might explain the anomalous
expansion rate? “There are many
hypotheses that involve dark matter, dark
energy, dark radiation — for example,
neutrinos (a type of ghostly subatomic
particle) — or gravity itself having some
exotic properties as possible
explanations,” Riess said.

The researchers employed three
different methods to measure a specific
telltale metric — distances from the earth
to galaxies where a type of pulsating star
called Cepheids has been documented.
The Webb and Hubble measurements
were in harmony.

Webb confirms the cosmos is

expanding at unexpected rate
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Fresh Corroboration of the Perplexing Observation

SNENRIE aaied &1 a1 gq9dq

e NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope has provided two years of data validating
the Hubble Space Telescope’s earlier finding that the rate of the universe’s
expansion is faster by about 8% than expected.

AT & ORI 49 W ¢ IDIY - g1 Ul 1 Sel UaH a1 ¢ Sl g9d WH cd iy
&1 U5 DI Aol D1 IS BT ¢ (o Fglis & faaR Pt g U 8% v & foraT
S{HTHG AT

o This discrepancy is called the Hubble Tension.
3 3R P! g9 a1 Hel Sl 8

e The Webb observations, the most capable space telescope ever deployed, rule out
the possibility of instrument error in the Hubble data.
9 AP, S 3T TP BT YU Y& WY AT g, I ST H IUH0T I Bt
HUTGT B GRS BT 6|

e Adam Riess, an astrophysicist at Johns Hopkins University, stated that this data
confirms the puzzling finding from Hubble: the universe is expanding faster than our
best theories can explain.
TsH 19, S S grufe- fayfaemerd § oo @i Hifde R &, 3 381 b 3 3
99 I el SeflaRIg fens &t gfY Fval §: Telis §9R Jarad Rigidl 9 aoft 3
fOaR PR @7

e Riess, a 2011 Nobel laureate in physics for co-discovery of the universe’s
accelerating expansion, emphasized the missing understanding of dark matter and

dark .
ﬁ%{ﬁﬁnzegﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁawﬁ@m%eﬁ?m%aﬁa!%mﬁw ek
T ST WITd €, 3 BT AR 3R STP TSI Bl IHH Pt HH IR WIR |

o Dark matter comprises about 27% of the universe and is invisible but inferred based
on its gravitational effects on visible matter.
ST HeR RIS BT ATHI 27% (81 971 § 3R I € Bl § b 8P
TF@THUU TUTAT & SMYR TR SHHT STHH TN ST § S AT Terd R USd g

o Dark energy, comprising about 69% of the universe, is a hypothesized form of
energy that counteracts gravity and drives the accelerating expansion of the universe.

T TSI, ST RIS BT ATHT 69% TR Tl &, U STATT Boll BT = g il
TE@AIHY BT faRIY FHRll § SR TeIS & ol I IR &I ISR el g

e There are many hypotheses involving dark matter, dark energy, dark radiation
(such as neutrinos), or gravity itself having some exotic properties that could explain
the anomaly.
9gd U UM H BTeh Aex, 3T TSN, ST ST G L) A1 Tty o
FS Mgt o1 A § S 3 SRTHRIGT B TRSAT FHR Thd! g |

e The researchers used three different methods to measure distances from Earth to
galaxies with Cepheld pulsating stars as the telltale metric.

S yHEarell 4 Whs T Rart & 9 gt d THRATmS 9% 3t gRal oI
g o T d SrerT-oraT faferdl o1 Suan faarn|
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e The Webb and Hubble measurements were in harmony.
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