PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join our
Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

29 11 2024 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
TOPICS COVERED

1. GRAP-IV curbs to continue in Delhi-NCR till Dec. 2: SC
(GS Paper-lll: Environment)

2. ‘Railway Board has formed committee to probe CRS
report on new Pamban bridge’ (PCS)

3. Kashmiri, Central Asian artisans reconnect under one
roof in Srinagar (PCS)

4. Odisha police on high alert as Pannun issues threat to
meet of DGPs (GS Paper-lll: Internal Security)

5. NOW YOU DON'T (GS Paper-Ill: Cyber Security)

6. Census 2025 as a comprehensive citizen registry (GS
Paper-Il: Population and Census)

7. Do new schemes ahead of elections amount to ‘voter
bribes’? (GS Paper-Il: Polity)

8. Wikipedia and ANI’s defamation suit (GS Paper-II:
Defamation)

9. The Dhanush-Nayanthara dispute and copyright law (GS
Paper-Illl: Science and Technology)

10. Economic historian Amiya Kumar Bagchi passes
away (PCS)

11. In Busan, India says it will not back ‘use’ of plastic
alternatives (GS Paper-Ill: Environment)

12. Lithuanian drama Toxic wins Golden Peacock
(PCS)

13. Farmers must get high-quality seeds, fertilizers,
says Agriculture Minister (PCS)

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS



https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://t.me/patrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

14.

Contact Number: 9971932488

Stigma of HIV and birth of biomedical waste

regulations (GS Paper-Ill: Environment)

15.

lll: Science and Technology)

GRAP-1IV curbs to continue in Delhi-NCR till Dec. 2: SC

|GS Paper Ill: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the con-
tinuation of heightened
restrictions under stage IV
of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) to deal
with air pollution in Delhi
and the National Capital
Region till December 2.

The court, however,
maintained that the deci-
sion of the Commission for
Air Quality Management in
NCR and Adjoining Areas
(CAQM) to ease the curbs
in Delhi-NCR schools will
continue to be in effect.

A Bench of Justices A.S.
Oka and Augustine George
Masih asked the CAQM to
meet and consider further
easing of restrictions from
GRAP-IV to GRAP-III or
GRAP-11, and report to the
court in the next hearing

GRAP-IV Curbs to Continue in Delhi-NCR till Dec. 2:

SC

The court said the move to ease
curbs in schools will continue
to be in effect. FILE PHOTO

on December 2. It asked
the CAQM to examine if a
“combination” of GRAP-IV,
GRAP-III, and GRAP-II
curbs could be put in force.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the CAQM,
informed the court that the
air quality index had im-
proved considerably.

The Bench said it would
hear on December 2 sub-
missions from the States
concerned on the sugges-

tion to impose a perennial
ban on firecrackers in
Delhi-NCR.

‘Abject failure’

The apex court noted that
the Court Commissioners’
report showed an “abject
failure” by authorities to
control the flow of trucks
and other inter-State vehi-
cles into Delhi during the
GRAP-IV period.

The CAQM’s submission
that show-cause notices
had been issued to author-
ities, including the Delhi
Police Commissioner, un-
der Section 14 of the CAQM
Act, 2021, was taken on re-
cord. It said its notices had
asked the authorities to
respond by December 2.

The court noted that its
November 25 order to pro-
vide building workers
weekly subsistence allo-
wance, during the con-

struction ban necessitated
by the enforcement of
GRAP-IV, from the labour
cess funds collected for
their welfare was not im-
plemented by the States.

The Bench reiterated
that the welfare measures
should be implemented
and compliance of the or-
der reported on Monday.

It also mooted 24-hour
data collection and repor-
tage on stubble burning.
Ms. Bhati assured the
Bench that ISRO was work-
ing on a new protocol.

The court took note of a
media report that authori-
ties in Punjab had advised
farmers to burn crop resi-
due after 4 p.m. to avoid
satellite surveillance. Not-
ing that it did not know if
the news was correct, the
court said if true, it was a
“very serious” issue and
farmers could not be al-
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Using body’s defences against cancer (GS Paper-

lowed to take advantage of
such situations.

Entry of trucks
The Bench took note of the
submissions made by the
amicus curiae, senior ad-
vocate Aparajita Singh,
that heavy trucks ought to
be stopped at NCR borders
and not allowed to enter
Delhi limits. The amicus
curiae submitted that
trucks were allowed to en-
ter the national capital’s li-
mits and  eventually
stopped, making them
take a U-turn and return to
where they came from.
The court also clarified
that the ban on the entry of
trucks would not apply to
those carrying essential
commodities, vehicles
such as ambulances that
provide essential services,
and all LNG, CNG, electric,
and BS-VI diesel vehicles.

GRAP-IV & 9faael feedl-tadl3m & 2 R¥eR d& Iy
g g FIE

e The Supreme Court on Thursday directed the continuation of heightened restrictions
under Stage IV of the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) to address air pollution
in Delhi-NCR till December 2.

A HIE o TR BT 435 REYW AT ol (GRAP) & WROT |V & g arg Jguor
¥ Aaea & fov 2 Reew ds vfasy sl w@er & @der

e The decision of the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) to ease curbs
in Delhi-NCR schools will continue.
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g JOTaAT Yt AT (CAQM) &l Reeell-TadIaR & el & gfaeel & el &t
oo S wem|

e A Bench of Justices A.S. Oka and Augustine George Masih asked the CAQM to
consider easing restrictions to GRAP-IIl or GRAP-II and report back by December 2.

=rHfd vew. aE R siferiRes Sier #HiE H1 dis A CAQM & GRAP-IIl a1 GRAP-

Il g gfaeel & 8o ¢ W R e 3R 2 RHeT a ROIE o & &arl

e The court suggested a possible combination of GRAP-IV, GRAP-III, and GRAP-II
curbs.

37eTeld o GRAP-IV, GRAP-IIl 3 GRAP-II 9fdatil & H3oTal &1 geira fea

Air Quality Improvement and Firecrackers Ban

ary A[oTadr # gUR AR gerEr W yfaay

e Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, representing CAQM, informed the court
about a considerable improvement in air quality index.

Ifafea ey Jata Raat a1, st CAQM &1 yfafaf®ica s W@ off, o 3ered
I 1Y IVTaAT FAhiH A Ieaw«dd FUR & IR A Frad )

e The court will hear submissions from states on a perennial ban on firecrackers in
Delhi-NCR on December 2.

3reterd 2 feHeat o1 Reeh-vadiam # geral W warRh gfady w asat @ segfaar
gora|

Failure in Regulating Vehicle Flow
argal & vare # afRd #« # fawedarn

e The Supreme Court noted an “abject failure” by authorities to control the entry of
trucks and inter-state vehicles into Delhi during the GRAP-IV period.

i &I A GRAP-IV 7afr & el feeel & ol 3R HRIAT argat & gaer i
g #er & wiftewort it “quf Rwerar &1 Aie B
e The CAQM stated that show-cause notices were issued to authorities, including the

Delhi Police Commissioner, under Section 14 of the CAQM Act, 2021, asking for
responses by December 2.

CAQM & T o CAQM sfafarsr, 2021 #r 4T 14 & dgd feeeh gforw amgea afed
JfIRAEr @1 2 RFew d& Sae ¢ & forv e sfew ST fopw atw|

Welfare Measures for Construction Workers

aTor AfAEl F T FeaveaY 3™

e The court criticized states for failing to implement its November 25 order directing
weekly subsistence allowances for construction workers during the construction ban
under GRAP-IV.
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37ETold o TSl T 3T $T & 378y GRAP-IV & dgd [@#ATor gfaser & g
0T AfAST F o FcaIfigs SROT-9IoT 99T YT el & 31eT 25 e} & TG T
] STET feha|

e The Bench reiterated that welfare measures must be implemented, and compliance
should be reported on Monday.

A5 o SIEIAT o FEATUTHRRT UM 19] fohT STl =RV 3R WHAER @l 3eJarelel &l
RO g&qd &1 S =nfge)

Stubble Burning and ISRO’s Efforts
Wil FT=T 3T ST F T

e The court mooted 24-hour data collection on stubble burning and noted a media report
alleging Punjab authorities advised farmers to burn residue after 4 p.m. to evade
satellite surveillance.

37ETId o Gl STellel UX 24 §¢ 82T WIE ol J&did ear 3R v Afsar Rae &
oo AT ST g 737 & doie & FIMWHRAT 7 FaE! & 4 99 F 91€ 379Q9
ST T golrg & arfe 3938 e ¥ S99 S I

e The court remarked this would be a “very serious” issue if true.
Wﬁmﬁauﬁﬁmé,mu?W“agaﬁaﬁr”wm|

e Amicus curiae Aparajita Singh submitted that heavy trucks should be stopped at NCR
borders instead of being allowed to enter Delhi and then being turned back.

Ffww Fgf squforar Rig s seqa fFar & ol gl 1 feeel & g & & &
T TAHIA HAT 9 AehT ST =18l

e The ban does not apply to essential commodities, ambulances, and BS-VI, LNG,
CNG, or electric vehicles.

faeer AaRaF TEI3H, Tgad, X BS-VI, LNG, CNG AT $afFes amgal X @] w181
gl
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‘Railway Board has formed committee to

[PCS

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Top railway officials have
said the Railway Board has
formed a five-member
technical committee to
probe the findings of the
report of the Commission-
er of Railway Safety (CRS),
Southern Circle, which
flagged “glaring lapses” in
the construction of the new
Pamban rail bridge con-
necting the town of Rames-
waram to mainland India.

The members of the
committee are Principal
Executive Director (PED),
Bridges; PED, Research De-
signs and Standards Organ-
isation (RDSQ); Chief
Bridge Engineer (Southern
Railway); Director of Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited; and
an independent safety exp-
ert. “The committee will
submit its report in a
month and a half,” a senior
official said.

In its remarks on the
CRS’s observations, the Mi-
nistry of Railways said the

—— T

|

Contentious issue: The move comes after the Commissioner of
Safety listed lapses in the construction of the bridge. L. BALACHANDAR

steel bridge was designed
by an international consul-
tant, and proof-checked by
the Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras.
(IIT-Madras).

‘Checked by IIT’

“Having been designed by
a foreign consultant, the
Railway Board envisaged
technical limitations in the
examination of design by
the Railways and the RDSO.
Hence, an additional proof-
check of the design was
conducted by IIT-Bombay,”

a spokesperson of the Rail-
way Ministry said.

The spokesperson furth-
er said the modifications
made to the RDSO design
for approach girders and
the welding of structures
had been checked through
the Phase Array Ultrasonic
Testing, and by the Weld-
ing Research Institute, Ti-
ruchi, and Southern
Railway.

For protection from cor-
rosion, a special painting
scheme that makes use of
polysiloxane paint with a

probe CR§ report on new Pamban bridge’

design life of 35 years —
used in areas prone to ex-
treme corrosion — has been
implemented, the spokes-
person added.

“Use of stainless steel
reinforcement in rein-
forced concrete construc-
tion, a fully welded box
section in the lift span,
avoiding splice joints in ap-
proach span girders, in-
spection arrangements and
hand rails are among the
features to counter
corrosion...”

‘Best practices followed’
Meanwhile, Southern Rail-
way has clarified that the
new bridge had been built
with state-of-the-art design
and best construction prac-
tices.

“The 2.05-km-long
bridge, with a unique 72-
metre-long vertical lift
span, was cleared for oper-
ation of trains by the CRS.
The other points raised by
the official would be com-
plied with,” it said in a
statement.

Railway Board forms committee to probe CRS report
on new Pamban bridge

T 915 A A% 99 foer W HRed RaxéE i 7 &
for gfafa sas

¢ The Railway Board has formed a five-member technical committee to probe the
findings of the Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS), Southern Circle, which flagged
“glaring lapses” in the construction of the new Pamban rail bridge connecting
Rameswaram to mainland India.

Td A A 15 gaeT I T & AT 7 “ruse @IfAIY T o STa0T Thel & Idd
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& I (NIRTw) H RAE &1 S & v gia-weedr awadrhr affifa 1 e
fohar &1
e The committee includes:
affafa & afae &
o Principal Executive Director (PED), Bridges
e M s (f5), e
o PED, Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO)
3, IqaeTe Bemse R Ao Wered (ISvasn)
o Chief Bridge Engineer, Southern Railway
o Director, Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
e, o e e fafaes
o Independent safety expert
Tad e f{ava
e The committee is expected to submit its report in one and a half months.
AT & 37l RO 35 7R 7 wvqd F6 ¢

« The Ministry of Railways stated that the steel bridge was designed by an international
consultant and proof-checked by IIT-Madras.

Yol HATT o el o Fer fier & Ueh HaWsET FagaR qanT f3amge faar arm 3K
IEIEA-AGH caRT YATOIT R aram |

e Additionally, the design was proof-checked by IIT-Bombay to address technical
limitations identified by the Railways and RDSO.

gH% ardl, 39ge & Yo 3R ARSITH GaRT Ygdlell 35 ddheiiehl TIATHT I
AT el & ToIT IMEIEE-aTFa gy 7 gATorT frar aram|

e Modifications to the RDSO design for approach girders and welding of structures were
tested using Phase Array Ultrasonic Testing and verified by:

IRATHIN Bogar 7 wilg 75T IR T30 v AfesaT & weieat F vt W
regrferd e &1 3T FT eToT fhar amr 3R 58 Meafaf@d o acfa
o

o Welding Research Institute, Tiruchi

o Southern Railway

aferor Yerd

e A special corrosion-protection scheme was implemented using polysiloxane paint
with a design life of 35 years, suitable for areas prone to extreme corrosion.

eToT-yfael Asrer F qifefeads 9 &1 3uAer Far @, Sadr B9 39 35 af
¢ AR I A eRO-gauT &Et & fIv 3uged g
e [Features to counter corrosion include:
&ROT FT HFET F & fav Rdvaw afaer &
o Use of stainless steel reinforcement in reinforced concrete construction

geg Fwhe faaAtor & weaaw ¥ gedaor F1 39T
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o Fully welded box section in the lift span
fave T & qU e 4 Ie83 dfdw qRI
o Avoidance of splice joints in approach span girders

T T IEY H T Sige § g

o Inspection arrangements and handrails

forfietor sgaEdT 3k {8y
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e Southern Railway clarified that the new bridge was built using state-of-the-art design

and best construction practices.

STRIoT Yd A Tgse TR fob AT of 3eerar f3mser i wdAss fwAtor st v 3w

Fh FATAT AT AT|
e The bridge is 2.05 km long, featuring a unique 72-meter-long vertical lift span.

qel &1 TS 2.05 fretfiex 8, ol v srefaciy 72 #iey war aféwa fawe Vi
ATAT &

e The bridge was cleared for train operations by the CRS, and compliance with other

points raised is underway. oI T HIRTH GaRT A Felell & ToT #Hoplr & 718 g, 3N

301V AT 3y &gt &1 3regarere fohar o @ gl

Kashmiri, Central Asian artisans reconnect under one roof in Srinagar

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Artisans from Kashmir wit-
nessed a rare reunion with
master craftspeople from
Central Asia after a gap of
about 500 years at the
Sher-+-Kashmir Internation-
al Convention Centre in Sri-
nagar at an event held in
the backdrop of the ‘World
Craft City’ tag being award-
ed to the J&K capital earlier
this year.

While ~ artisans ~ from
Kashmir traced the roots of
many handicrafts to Cen-
tral Asian countries, their
counterparts were mes-
merised by the traditional
processes preserved by
Kashmiri ~ craftspeople.
Majed Shahriari, a suit
wearing woodcarver from
Iran, and Ghulam Nabi Dar,
a ‘Khan suit*wearing mas-
ter woodcarver from Srina-
gar, had only heard stories
about each other’s art

forms and geographies.

“It's my first trip to Kash-
mir. There is a lot of simi-
larity in the wood carving
though the techniques do
differ. Kashmir’s intricate
wood carving uses two
tools - chisel and hammer
- while in Iran, just one
chisel is employed to carve
flowers and patterns on
wood,” Mr.  Shahriari
told The Hindu. “Art, and
not craft, is very central to
artworks of Iran” he
added.

According to popular
history, Zain-ul-Abidin, the
ninth sultan of the Kashmir
Sultanate from the 15th
Century, promoted the lo-
cal wood-carving industry
with the help of master ar-
tisans from Central Asia’s
Samarkand, Bukhara and
Persia. After his death, ho-
wever, craft interactions
between Kashmir and Cen-
tral Asia dwindled with the
passage of time, and almost
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Meeting of masters: Iranian artisan Hamid Mahmoudi displays his

)

works at a World Crafts Council event in Srinagar. IMRAN NISSAR

came to an end by 1947,
when borders were forti-
fied around Kashmir.
Seventeen artisans, who
have travelled from Iran,
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uz-
bekistan, ~ Turkmenistan
and Russia to Srinagar,
have revived lost crafts and
cultural links  between
Kashmir and Central Asia.
The artisans came to Srina-
gar as part of a rare three-
day craft exchange initia-

tive, which concluded on
Wednesday.

The World Crafts Coun-
cil (WCC) granted Srinagar
the tag of ‘World Craft City’
in June this year,

‘Lot of similarity’

“There s a lot of similarity
between crafts in Uzbekis-
tan and Kashmir. I would
like artisans from my coun-
try to see how artisans in
Kashmir have preserved

many processes for centu-
ries. We look forward to
more such exchanges in
the future too,” Aziz Murta-
7aev, a delegate from Uzbe-
kistan, who has earned
fame for ikat fabrics, said.

Uzbekistan's — suzani
work, which apparently
travelled to Kashmir, is
widely known as sozini art
here, and uses the same
techniques, colours and
floral schemes. “For me, it
was going back to our roots
as | observed the Central
Asian art form. Our aes-
thetics and exquisite de-
signs match a lot, from car-
pets to shawls,” Nazima
Jan, a sozni artisan from
Srinagar, said.

The stall set up by Ha-
mid Mahmoudi and Marjan
Kakouei, an Iranian couple
dealing in woollen carpets,
attracted the attention of
carpet dealers and arti-
sans from Kashmir. In the
family of knots, Kashmir,

for centuries, preferred
Farsi baff and the Persian
system known as the Sehna
knot to weave woollen and
silk carpets. Sehnais astyle
of knotting where the ends
of the yarn loop around a
warp thread, and appears
at each of the interstices
between adjacent threads
to produce a compact and
relatively even pile effect.

‘Links with Iran’

“The Kashmir carpet in-
dustry’s link with Iran
is evident from the fact that
carpet patterns are named
after Iranian cities, includ-
ing Kashan, Kirman, Ta-
briz, Isfahan, and Meshed.
Itis, however, the first time
that artisans from these ci-
ties, and Kashmir, get to
see each other's work and
observe it closely. It will
help artisans in Kashmir
upskill and inspire them to
do better,” said Saleem
Beg, head of the Indian Na-

tional Trust for Art and Cul-
tural Heritage-Kashmir..

Other talking points
came up as the artisans
conversed. “Kashmir is ve-
ry beautiful. The place is
mesmerising, closer to the
stories we heard about
Kashmir back home,” Feru-
za Kulmatova, a suzani arti
san from Uzbekistan, said.

Buoyed by the interest
generated among artisans,
WCC president Saad Al
Qaddumi urged the govern-
ment to throw its weight
behind such initiatives and
organise more such inte-
ractions. “Such initiatives
need handholding from go-
vernments,” Mr. Qaddumi
said.

J&K Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo said the tag of
‘World Craft City’ was go-
ing to be a game changer.
“The event is going to con-
nect the artisans of Kash-
mir with global markets,”
Mr. Dulloo said.
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Kashmiri, Central Asian artisans reconnect under one
roof in Srinagar

AR # Feldt it Avw R SRR 1 qAfdes
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Artisans from Kashmir reunited with master craftspeople from Central Asia after a gap
of about 500 years at the Sher-i-Kashmir International Convention Centre in
Srinagar.

FHAR & FRERT o 500 WA & HRTT & &G ALY TRAT & ATE FRIERT & 1Y AX-
T-FHR AT FFAAA Fg, MR H qAfdiore o

This event was held in the backdrop of the ‘World Craft City’ tag being awarded to
Srinagar earlier this year.

e ARSI 3 el AIR &l ‘ges wFe A o1 o1 Ao & gesf@ & mafad
o 9t

Kashmiri artisans traced the roots of many handicrafts to Central Asian countries,
while Central Asian craftspeople admired the traditional processes preserved by
Kashmiri artisans.

FH PRIRT o F5 §EARNST ST T8 I ALT TRIAE AY T e, Fafer 7T
RIS FRERT o FHFANT FHIRT GaRT TWiad IRURE Gferansit Fr gerar $i

Majed Shahriari, a woodcarver from Iran, and Ghulam Nabi Dar, a master woodcarver
from Srinagar, met for the first time and exchanged knowledge about their art forms.

AT AERARY, S &AA & Teh ofhsl & SRR &, R JAH odll qR, AT & A
gSHhIaR, Ygell SR AT 3R 39 &l AT G AT HT IelT-Yeld fhar|

Shabhriari noted that Kashmir's intricate wood carving uses two tools: chisel and
hammer, while in Iran, only one chisel is used.

TERI & I fF FHAR A FAfear aw) v sTFwmeft 7 g suwwor: S0 3ikv guter
FT 39T BIAT &, STdTh ST H hdol Teh Dol Pl 3T fHAT AT gl

According to history, Zain-ul-Abidin, the ninth sultan of the Kashmir Sultanate in the
15th Century, promoted the local wood-carving industry with the help of artisans from
Samarkand, Bukhara, and Persia.

SfAETE & AR, Sia-3-3Mfadie, St 1581 raredt # FeAR eaaa & A geamw 3,
o §AFE, TERT AR $RYA & HRIRT HT Aee A TAAT st $HT sAarhiel Sehar i
Serar fea

Craft interactions between Kashmir and Central Asia declined after Zain-ul-Abidin's
death and almost ended by 1947 due to the fortification of borders around Kashmir.

FAR IR #vw TR F T FEAReT FEY IF-3-3N0ET HT 7Y & 916 b A0
3R 1947 7 FAR & IRT AR AT & FASGT glel & HROT AT FATCT gl 7T

Seventeen artisans from Iran, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
and Russia visited Srinagar to revive lost crafts and cultural links during a three-day
craft exchange initiative.

mmmmmﬁmmwa:mm@ég@
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fRIed 3R AiEpides Fael @ gsiiiad we & v MR 3v| Ig da-Radr few

fRafaaa gga =1 feear o
e The World Crafts Council (WCC) granted Srinagar the ‘World Craft City’ tag in June
this year.

a8 FIFC FEFAT (WCC) A 3H A1l [T 7 AT 1 Fes Foe ALY &1 &1 v
e

Similarity Between Crafts in Uzbekistan and Kashmir

IodfredeT IR FHR F ReqT F§ AT

e “There is a lot of similarity between crafts in Uzbekistan and Kashmir,” said Aziz
Murtazaev, a delegate from Uzbekistan known for ikat fabrics.

"Wﬁﬁﬁ#%#@m%ﬂﬁﬁma?qﬁﬁﬁrm
AIAAAG o &hgl, Sl §d F9st & U gfdey g

e He expressed a desire for artisans from Uzbekistan to observe how Kashmiri
artisans have preserved traditional processes for centuries.

3oglel 3TOT cgad T b 3safhEdd & FRPR W fF FA FA FRERY & IR+
wfRasit = afeat ae a@faa @ B

e Uzbekistan’s suzani work, widely known in Kashmir as sozini art, uses similar
techniques, colors, and floral schemes.

3dTehEdTe T gorre! RAeq, HeAR & g9 &9 @ Wil FaTh &7 H S0 ST g,
AR Tg GAT dwetent, T AR Fat Fr Bemse w1 3uder wdr g

Observation by Kashmiri Artisans

FHN FHRT i feoaforar

e “For me, it was like going back to our roots, as | observed the Central Asian art form,”
said Nazima Jan, a sozini artisan from Srinagar.

"AY AT I gAY SIEt fr AT dlea ST 91 AR Hr At FRER AT S A

el
e She noted that aesthetics and designs of Central Asian and Kashmiri crafts match
significantly, ranging from carpets to shawls.

3egiel Fgl [ Aew thRE ik Fy Rew & died ik ReEa & w1 A= &,
S Frehal § AT dF|

Iranian Influence on Kashmiri Carpets

FH Frelal T & yamE

e The stall by Hamid Mahmoudi and Marjan Kakouei, an Iranian couple, drew significant
attention from carpet dealers and artisans in Kashmir.
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§Ag ATl 3N AT F1ES, UF ST A1 F T o FAR & Freie RAsvarat 3R
FRIRY FT &I TR fhaT|

Kashmiri carpets have historically adopted the Farsi baaf and Sehna knot systems,
prevalent in Persian weaving traditions.

FFY FreAT o UAETTAF FT J FRAY 916 31X AT TS YOI T H9I=T &, S
FRHN FATE Ot oAt g

Cultural Link with Iran

&I F WY ARFIaF Fqae

Kashmiri carpet patterns are named after Iranian cities like Kashan, Kirman, Tabriz,
Isfahan, and Meshed.

FE FrellaT BASAT & T FIRATT, FRATT, T, TR, 3R A FT &= Ed &
A W gl

For the first time, artisans from these Iranian cities and Kashmir could closely observe
each other’s work, fostering inspiration and skill enhancement.

agell a1, 3o &0l AR 3R FAR & FRIIR ThH-qil & HA F F9 § 30 T,
forad 9RO 3R Hlere-gefr g3l

International Perspectives on Kashmiri Art

FHAN FeT W HARTSET TioeaHhor

Uzbek delegate Feruza Kulmatova, a suzani artisan, shared that Kashmir matched
the beautiful stories she had heard in her homeland.

35ueh T $FAT Ferardiar, Sl Teh oAt FRER E, 7 Ars1 fHhar 6 ek 3o
&er 7 Folr S gAsH FETAA § AT WieT ¢

Call for Government Support

TSR FAST H AT

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

WCC president Saad Al-Qaddumi urged governments to support such initiatives for
the growth of artisans and international exchanges.

SecgdIdl & MEAET I HA-FagH! o FRIERT T Farfer 3R IJARSET ITera-der= &

foT ¥& vt 1 GERT GarT GHSA S 1 3rEare R
J&K Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo emphasized that the ‘World Craft City’ title would
connect Kashmiri artisans to global markets, transforming their craft industry.

TFA-FAR & AET T el gee[ A SN G Fel [ 'aed Fwe R 1 @A
FA FHRE 1 ARgw aoRT & S, 3R 37 Rea 33T & ago o
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Odisha police on high
alert as Pannun issues
threat to meet of DGPs

GS Paper llI: Internal
Security

BHUBANESWAR

U.S.-based Khalistani sepa-
ratist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun has threatened to
disrupt a three-day meet
starting in Bhubaneswar
on Friday that will focus on
India’s internal security.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, and Nation-
al Security Adviser Ajit Do-
val are set to attend the
conference.

Odisha Police is on high
alert after the video threat
issued by Mr. Pannun.

“We are on high alert
and implementing security
measures as needed,” said
S. Dev Datta Singh, Com-
missioner of Police for
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack.

Extensive security mea-
sures have been put in
place for the DGP-IGP con-
ference.

Public movement will
be restricted from Novem-
ber 29 to December 1, with
70 platoons of police de-
ployed across the city,
which has also been de-
clared a no-fly and no-
drone zone.

President in Puri

As Mr. Modi is expected to
spend a few hours at the
State BJP office on Friday,
the area has been heavily
barricaded. President
Droupadi Murmu is set to
be in the State to attend Na-
vy Day celebrations in Puri
on December 4.

In the video message,
the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ)
chief had termed Mr. Modi,
Mr. Shah, and Mr. Doval
the “three axes of evil”. He
alleged that Mr. Shah had

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun

Modi, Shah, Doval
scheduled to attend
conference starting
today; Bhubaneswar
declared no-fly zone

directed the assassination
of Khalistan activist Har-
deep Singh Nijjar.

‘Disrupt conference’

Mr. Pannun, a designated
terrorist under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act, also urged pro-Khalis-
tan Sikhs, Kashmiri fight-
ers, and Naxals to take cov-
er in temples in
Bhubaneswar and hotels to
internationalise their is-
sue.

He also called upon
them to disrupt and stop
the conference.

“While Indian terrorists
are using violence, you use
your voice and talk about
your sovereignty and free-
dom. On December 1, ter-
ror city Bhubaneswar will
be the ground zero. SFJ’s
mission is to disintegrate
and balkanise the Union of
India. We are going for re-
ferendum in Punjab and
will liberate it from Indian
occupation,” the SFJ chief
said in the video message.

Contact Number: 9971932488

Odisha Police on High Alert as
Pannun Issues Threat to Meet
of DGPs

e gfew dash, 9o o
st Y doF F dAFT &)
THSY

e U.S.-based Khalistani separatist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun has threatened to disrupt a three-day
meet starting in Bhubaneswar on Friday, focusing on
India’s internal security.

AR Py Efdedrs sreemaard) IRuaaaT @A
Yoo o YHAR O e’ & Y& 8 W ot R
doF FT AT FA HI GFT &7 &, S ARG
Iale geam W & gl

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home

Minister Amit Shah, and National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval are set to attend the conference.

YA g G, F e #AN AfAT g, 3R
USET Y& FAGHR Al ST 58 FoAoll H
ST oY arer &

e Odisha Police is on high alert after the video threat
issued by Mr. Pannun.

Uee] GaRT aifSAT 7 & 1S gHhr & arg 3fsen gieow
g+ gl

o “We are on high alert and implementing security
measures as needed,” said S. Dev Datta Singh,
Commissioner of Police for Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack.

gaaeat AR Few & i Y v, & & g
T, "§H 3T Holhel W § 3N TaTehall 37ER
& 3U1g o X @ 21

o Extensive security measures have been putin
place for the DGP-IGP conference.

SIST-3MSSidl FFAeT & foIv faega guatm 39 fhu
T gl

e Public movement will be restricted from November 29 to December 1, with 70
platoons of police deployed across the city.
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29 AGeY ¥ 1 ¥R o wrdafa® maed gfasfia @l 3R ey X F 70 vees
gfere e 1 9 g

The city has also been declared a no-fly and no-drone zone.

R ! AL-FATS IR A-ZF T NRT TR =T g

President in Puri

Tsgafa gt #

President Droupadi Murmu is set to attend Navy Day celebrations in Puri on
December 4.

Tregufer gtadt 773 4 Reaw 1 g 7 At § woAre 7 e gl
As PM Modi is expected to spend a few hours at the State BJP office on Friday, the
area has been heavily barricaded.

TUTAHA AW o YFHAR HT AT AT Hdod H Fo b [Ode 1 Gofraarn i S@d
EU 817 1 gl IRHTr H 1% &

Threat by Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) Chief
frew vt SIf¥ew (SFJ) wo@ #ir gaehr

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

In a video message, SFJ chief Gurpatwant Singh Pannun termed Modi, Shah, and
Doval as the “three axes of evil.”

difsar Heer A THURS GHE IRUAad g e o A, g 3R Sherrer B ol qusa
& " Fell

He alleged that Amit Shah directed the assassination of Khalistan activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar.

3egiel 3RT emT o 3fAT g ¥ @forde sfwal g R Aeer #1 gcar &t
faer feam ar

Mr. Pannun called on pro-Khalistan Sikhs, Kashmiri fighters, and Naxals to take
cover.in temples and hotels in Bhubaneswar to internationalize their issue.

Uee], o M-Erfoarare fral, Flft asmet it aeafaal @ geea & ARl 3Rk giedt
# QROT olel 3R 3T FHee Al AT R TR 33T HT el fohar|

He urged them to disrupt and stop the conference.

3ogiel 318 WFAA H qIfd 3R Ashet FT e R

“SFJ’s mission is to disintegrate and balkanize the Union of India,” he said.
36 el "THUGS #T AU 9Rd ¥ & REfRd i @fa w=r g1
SFJis planning a referendum in Punjab to “liberate it from Indian occupation.”

THUGS Golld & FAAT HUF hT IsTell a1 T@T g, dlich 6 "0RAT ool F HercT"
forar o |
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SPOTLIGHT
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NOW YOU DON’T

I)ly,aml arrests’ are the newest form of eyber fraud that has affected more (Mn 92000 Indians this year. ¢

riminals posing as law enforcement

ver the past three months, Ruchi

Garg, 44, a stay-at home mother of

had, Uttar Pradesh, b

preferred offline transactions to digi-

tal ones. In August, a 13-minute WhatsApp iudio

call changed the way she uses the Internet and

social media. Like many others in her cirde, Garg

used ro spend up to eight hours on her phone on
various social media apps, especially WhatsApp.

One morning, after her second son had gone

to schaol and her hushand to office, Garg ot 4

WhatsApp call from a number displaying the
photo of a police officer in uniform. I couldn’t
understand why a police officer would be calling
me,” she says.

“The man spoke quickly, saying that my elder
son, wha is studying engineering in a college in
rested ina

Vellore [in Tamil Nadu), had been
major scam. He told me that if 1 want .
his reputation, 1 would have to pay £80,000,” she
says, The money, he said, was (o prevent her
son's photograph from being widely circulated.
“He didn’t let me hang up. H istex] that if 1
wanted to consult my hmbend. 1 should call him
s Garg. She panicked
and sent the money to by Unified Payments In-
terface number the scammer had given her. 1
«could hear my son's screams in the background,”
he recalls. “Maybe they used Al to generate his
voice” When the caller asked for more money,
something felt odd, and she called her son from
another number. “He said he was in class, 1 u
Ihad hungup,”

she says.

Garg is overwhelmed by what happened to
her; shocked that the scammer had profiled her,
and knew where and what her son was studying.
Thereis fear of being scammexd again. *1 verbally

informed the Senior Superintendent of Police in
Vellore as I was worried about my son, but they
did not pursue the case as the [scammer’s] num-
ber was from Pakistan,” she says.

Garg

is among thousands of ndians who have

“digital arrest’. From January
this year, as many as 92,323 ‘digital arre:
been reported across the country with pmple
collectively being cheated of ¥2,140.99 crore, as
per the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre
(14C) that operates under the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and is the nodal body for monitor-
ing, analysing, and investigating cybercrime
trends. There are many mare like Garg who have
not filed police complaints.
ober 27, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
cautioned people against the new cybercrime.
He described what Garg and others like her have
gone through. Criminals collect personal infor
mation and make phone or video calls to pros-
pective victims. They pose as officials from va-
rious law enforcement agencies, and at times
from the Reserve Bank of India (RBD, and extort
by creating an atmosphere of fear.
arrests’ are just one of the many large-
rganised cybercrimes in India. According
to 14C, Indians are likely to lose over 1.2 lakh
crore, roughly 0.7% of the GDP, over the next
year due to cyber frauds.
Through 2024, until November 11, financial
fraud in the country reported via MHA's cyber-
-

M = =
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ee

He didn't let
me hang up.
Heinsisted
thatirt
wanted ©
consultmy
husband. 1
should call
him from
another
number.
Icould hear
my son’s
screams
inthe
hackground.
Maybe they
used Alto
generate
his voice
RUCH GARG.
“Digealartess
vt

crime portal, cybercrime. g stood at
219,888.42 crore. The 1920 helpline to report
such fraud recorded 14,41 lakh calls. In 207

10 15.56 lakh calls were received and India's total
cybercrime financial fraud was reported at
292159 crore. As per IMC, cybercrimes witnessed
an increase of 113% from 2021 to 2022 and 60%
from 2022 to 2023,

Held hostage digitally
Sunita Mehtis (name changed upon request), @
57year-old Central government employee, was
travelling on work on May 24 this year during the
Lok Sabha election. Back home in Delhi, her hus-
band was alone,

“As soon as I left, my husband, Rajesh (name
changed to protect identity), received an auto-
m:ucd call stating that lus parcel was stuck in the

:my parcel,” Mehta mu]ls ‘The call was then for-
warded 10 a person who claimed that banned
items had been found in the parcel and that the
call was being transferred to the Crime Branch.

The caller instructed Rajesh to download
Skype. Once he did, a person in 2 police uniform
appeared on screen and informed him that docu-
ments pertaining to his identity were being mis-
used for money laundering. The caller showed
Thim a photograph of a Minister in jail and alleged
that four bank accounts in Raj name were
used by someone involved in financial crimes.

“Another person in a police uniform appeared
on screen and showed Rajesh a letter bearing the
logos of the Crime Branch, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBD, and other probe agencies.
‘They told him that RBI rules stipulated he would
need to transfer 96% of his money to a gm‘om~
ment bank account for verification.
ter verification, the money would be rmum-d
Mehta says.

The ca)l continued for more than 24 hours as
the scammers said they needed to monitor Ra
jesh 24x7, Mehta says. They even asked him to
show them the bathroom before he entered in
order to check if anyone else was around. “The
moment he paused, another persor would ap-
pear on the video and start . They terror-

ised him. They claimed to be watching our home

with drones and warned him that if he turmed off
the video, the po would arrest him,” she

The next morning, Rajesh went to 3 hank near
his hoeme in south Delhi’s Saket with the Skype vi-
deo still on. He wransferred 35.68 lakh to a so-
called surveillance bank account of the govern
ment. When he questioned the scammer about it
being a savings hank account, the scammer as-
sured him that it was done intentionally so that
money Lunderers would not be alerted.

Atone point, Rajesh said he would speak to huis
lawyer. The caller grew angry and warned him

that all his money

would be seized, and

that he would be sent
jail. “They assured

While investigating him that the money

Welound i money U4 be retumed
within 20 mir

from a Lucknow Tiowever:

doctor was deposited  hours,

intwo bank accounts

and subsequently

wransferred (0 178

other bank accounts

ney come
Dback, we immediate-
ly called the cvber
crime hejplne,” Meh-
ta says,

She adds that the
police only placed
the account under

Mehta says when they took the case to court,
“the bank argued that the money remaining in
the sccount belonged to other victims and our
funds had already been moved o other bank ac-
counts™. In court, it was revealed that on the
same day at least 30 people had been given that
account number to transfer funds to.

Scam compound learning’

@PATRIOTICIAS
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[

persons from (,unugmm Haryana, who had
cheated the physician,
“While investigating, we found that the money
know doctor was depasited in two
nd subsequently transferred to
178 mher bank accounts,” says Vi Vikram
Sij Addlllunul Superintendent of Police (ASP),
U lice. The main accused was identified
as vmm; .\urcl:l. 28, a graduate and resident of
Alwar, Rajasthan.

Singh says Surela had gone to work in a *scam
compoun Caml inMarch. The outfit was
owned by five or six Chinese naticnals, with staff
hired from Pakistan, Nepal, and India. “They re
ceived training in how to cheat people by posing
as CB, police, Crime Branch, and narcotics de-
partment officials,” the ASP says.

The suspects were arrested on charges of
cheating, forgery, and criminal conspiracy under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and Section 66 of the
Information Technology Act, 2000.

The I4C has identified ‘scam compounds’ in
Asian countries such Cambodis anmar,
Laos, and Azerbaijan that resemble call centres.
These compounds used (o be casinos that shut
down during the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to a United Nations report from Oc-
tober, Indian youth are being recruited with off-
ers of IT or administrative work, often based in
Thailand. On arrival, they are met by agents who
transfer them to counterparts, who take them
across the border into Cambodia, Myanmar, and
Lao PDR r\ round 1,300 Indians have been res-

compounds’ between May and

3, Rajesh Kumar, chief executive
officer of M(. sald at a press conference that
around 50% of cybercrime complaints on the na
ional helpline every day have their origin chi
na and pockets of Cambodia and Myanmar,
Surela told the STF that the ‘scam compound’
operators have local conduits in India. He was
working for Chinese operators after returning
from Cambodiz, where he stayed for 1520 days.
“Up to 30% of the commission is assured o the
holder of the bank account where the money is
parked. It is not enly mule accounts; people are
alsa renting their accounts cut,” Singh says.
According to 14C, about 4,000 mule bank ac-
counts are identified every day by investigati ng
agencies. Over the past year, over seven
mule bank accounts have been blocked. Oficial
ud/.\! m ‘c» nay be used for terror
financing and m undering, and is often
pushed out of rhc cmmxry in the form of

amer fear. If the vic-
Aadhaar number, they misuse
the information and convince the person that
they are involved in a crime. If you appear weak,
they play with the mind and the person suc
cumbs to the fraud,” Singh say:

The golden hour for reporting the cr
within 24 hours. The helpline and tie portal run
by the 14C are linked to State police apparatuses.
in addition o over 200 financial intermediaries,
hanks, and wallets. Real-time alerts are sent to
banks and payment wallets by [4C after a finan-
cial frand is reported, .x\king them to block or
freeze the amount.

However, data from 14
2l crore thar was reported to have been de-
frauded in the first six months of the year, 21,361
crove was blocked by banks, but only 811,57 crore
was returned 1o the victims. Until June, 14C
asked Microsoft to block 1,500 Skype IDs in-
volved in digital frauds.

* show that out of the

Fraud alert

On October 28, the 14C issued an alert against ille-
gal payment gateways facilitated by mule bank
accounts following raids by the Gujarat and And-
hra Pradesh police forces.

Visakhapatnam Commissioner of Police Shan-
ka Brata Bagehi says the police identified the
main accused who brought Rhebeaun froth Ching
10 India. The illegal set-up was running from a flat
in the city in the guise of a cosmetics company,

“The extent of the scam can be uncovered on
Iy when the masterminds, who are hiding in the
USand T‘al\mn‘ are \aughl All of them have Chi-

in¢ *lu ling four women, were ar-
visakhapatnam, Two primary suspects

- Sairam and Girish — had hired people for
a certain per-

S lumh 71, al
most became victims of a dlgml arrest’ on No-
5. “We were on a video call with men
lly claimed to be from the Telecom Reg-

ry Autharity of India,” says Shanthi, a home-
maker. “Then they told us that my husband's
name inamajor money
scam involving pnlmcnm and poll(cm(-n, and
th

the callers was even weari:
she adds.

After the call went on for a couple of hours,

their daughter, who also lives in the city, called
Jebarsi. He told her that rm couldn’t speak and
ning.
Wllcn she arrived, the call
was still going on with the logo of Delhi Police’s
Crime Branch on the screen. She immediately
disconnected the call. Later, we received a threa

2 police usiformy

daughter then reported the inci
crime helpline, informed the bank, and reguest-
ed a password change for their accounts.

A police officer said people’s personal infor-
mation is on sale on the dark web and apps like
Telegram for as low as 10 paise. According to Ash-
Khetan, founder of AU Corporate Advisory
and Legal Services that also offers financial ser-
vices, black market data trading must be tackled
jointly by the government and technology plat-
forms. He calls for stronger psnaln.»: for viola-
tions to d:(rr illegal sale of data.

As of M 31, 2024, there are at least 95 crore
Internet users in India.
e =




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

‘Digital Arrests’: A New Form of Cyber Fraud
‘Bioee 3T R grErE F1 G391

Over the past three months, Ruchi Garg, a 44-year-old stay-at-home mother in
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, has avoided online transactions after a 13-minute
WhatsApp audio call in August changed her perspective.

s dF 7! |, 3R U= & TMIOATEIG &f 44 T8 g0t B T = 3 7 13
I &1 FTCHTY S1TSA Pid & dE AR dH-a-1 H T L& DR G|

Garg received a WhatsApp call from a number displaying a police officer’s photo,
claiming her elder son was involved in a scam and demanding 80,000 to avoid his
photo being circulated.

It @ v i fFHY At Bret arem sgrewed Hier AT, TSHH Hgl AT 6 AR
g3 ¢ FI TH °ieTel H ATH g 3R 3aTehT BIer a—Rel gl ¥ Ushel & folT 80,000
AR T

The scammer used Al to mimic her son’s voice, creating a sense of urgency, but when
more money was demanded, she called her son and discovered the scam.

ST o UHTS FT 3YANT FF 3dd d¢ A AT bl Y, TFTY 3510 Sear J@T AT,
AfFeT S 3R 97 #E T O 37 3¢ F FUS fHAT R GrETeEr Fr gar e

Garg verbally informed the Senior Superintendent of Police in Vellore, but no action
was taken as the scammer’s number originated from Pakistan.

T A decR & aliss qgfaw refers & #f@s &7 @ FRIT 6, Al w5 FRas
TET g5 I SIT P ST Il T 2T
From January 1 to November 15, 2024, 92,323 ‘digital arrests’ cases were reported

in India, amounting to a loss of ¥2,140.99 crore, as per the Indian Cybercrime
Coordination Centre (14C).

1 TG @ 15 AGET 2024 doh, ARG H 92,323 'RfSed 3T & A g FU 917,
S8 22,140.99 FAU3 Fr gifr g‘é HRAG FIZR 3T FH=T g (14C) & AR |

On October 27, Prime Minister Narendra Modi warned against such crimes,
explaining how criminals create fear by impersonating law enforcement officials.

27 JFEER F, TUHA G ARG A W IRt & e AATGE &, Tg A gU
T AT Yo TSR T FT GROT W R YT WA £

Held Hostage Digitally
e suy+ saT Tv

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Sunita Mehta (name changed), a 57-year-old Central government employee, faced a
scam when her husband received a call about a parcel stuck in Customs after she left
for work on May 24.

giear Agar (IRafdd 1H), 57 I ST TR FHHAARN, T o LGS T JrHeAT
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HEAT T ST HEEFT H Heh IR HT dicl 3o7h Ufd I [Hell, ST I 24 AS P HIA
& fow a1 o)

e The caller made her husband download Skype, showed him police uniforms on video
calls, and claimed his identity documents were used for money laundering.

FloR o 3T Ul I FHIBT SB3AeNs FA & AU hgl, A Fer W gford Fr adf
@S, 3R T & 39% dgu eFaEs #a difegr & 3uAhr fFo v )

e They demanded that 96% of his money be transferred to a government account for
verification, promising it would be returned.

3ogiel el o 37 T/ T 96% TWHRT Wd H FA9T & fov gawe frar o 3k

S 9w T fear S|

e In 2024, until November 11, financial frauds reported via MHA'’s portal amounted to
19,888.42 crore, with 14.41 lakh calls received on the 1930 helpline.

2024 #, 11 I9e} dh, TATIT & Gicel & ATeIH J Ruic frr av i ararers:

£19,888.42 FUs Y, 31K 1930 eSS X 14.41 oG Hiel 9Iod §§|

e From 2021 to 2022, cybercrimes increased by 113%, and from 2022 to 2023, they rose
by 60%, indicating an alarming growth in such crimes.

2021 & 2022 % oI AT HOUHT H 113% A e g3, 3R 2022 F 2023 & AT Tg
60% G, ST 31 3TORTUT H WeReeh gafer l geliar g

Scam Call Incident in Delhi

fRealt & st Y gear

e The call continued for more than 24 hours as the scammers claimed they needed to
monitor Rajesh 24x7.

FioT 24 G T IF AT d& TR @I FHAifh 391 oF erar fhar f 3eg TAer i 24x7

fAIRTAT HTeT o7

e They even asked him to show the bathroom before entering to ensure no one else was
around.
3egldl TN F YA @t & fv Fgr aife g8 gAfvad fFar s @& & 3maura
g AR 8r Bl

e Whenever he paused, another person would appear on the video and continue the
conversation.

S oY ag oo, T 3R e fifFAY 9T 3 Srar 3R ara=ha S @A

e The scammers claimed to be watching their home with drones and warned him that if
the video was turned off, the police would arrest him.

I o grar fhaT o 39 & ATYH @ 3% W A IR T W@ § 3R Jaraer &
for afe A=A s g3m o gfew 38 ARTFar &

e The next morning, Rajesh went to a bank in Saket and transferred ¥5.68 lakh to a
"government surveillance account."

3T Gag, TS o v & TH 4 H ST T5.68 AT Ueh "I [oReh @ &
TUATART A el
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When he questioned why it was a savings account, the scammers claimed it was to
avoid alerting money launderers.

SIS 3egiel Yol o I8 a9d Wrar i 8, dF 3901 o Fgl o Ig uer aurehdisn B ddh
A T TIS F AT g

Legal Threats and Aftermath
FfAr aAfFar 3 aRome

Rajesh suggested speaking to his lawyer, but the scammer grew angry and threatened
that all his money would be seized, and he would be jailed.

ST & 39 T § 1T A T GA1d T, Afehed &7 @ & 31 70 3R a7y &
f& 3 G Fufd Sfedt g SMeel 3R ag Ster A& Seem|

The scammers assured him the money would be returned within 20 minutes, but it did
not come back even after 2-3 hours.

ST o 3mearde fer fob 49T 20 s & A 9w T AT U, Jdfehd 2-3 6E &

arie off dar aug T8 3T

The family contacted the cybercrime helpline, but by then, the money had already
been transferred through several accounts.

IRER o WIBET AU geTdTSsd & TUh [ohdT, olfche] de doh JOT s @Al &
FATATARE 81 Yehl AT

Scam Modus Operandi and Expansion

S &1 T I REER

The scam account was found to be used by at least 30 victims on the same day.
ST & 9rr I R 38 T w9 ¥ 7 30 fiftai ¥ 35 @ # R 5@ v v

A similar case occurred in Lucknow, where a physician was digitally held hostage for
48 hours and lost ¥48 lakh.

qGAF A Th VAT & ATHA g3, 8T T Rifhcds a1 48 ¢ a& fBfoed &7 @ U=
FATIT 9T 3R 3-giel T48 oI IGIT|

On November 14, U.P. Police’s Special Task Force (STF) arrested five persons in
Gurugram related to this crime.

14 SER Y, IR G ITd o FAAT TF B (THEITS) o TEAH H 58 WY 4
SI3 9 St & fIREAR fahar|

International Connections and Scam Compounds
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The prime accused, Pankaj Surela, worked in a scam compound in Cambodia owned
by Chinese nationals.
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AT RN Gl JXT o FaIfSAT & v Sl Fg A A o, St el amrfst &
FarfAca &7 aml

The compounds, often former casinos, are located in Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos, and
Azerbaijan and used for training scammers.

A &g, S uger T O, FARAT, =R, A1Eiw, A seRdeTe & v § 3R et
gfretor &7 & foT 3uier e Ard B

Implications and Actions by 14C

3mgAdY ERT g 3R FAAE

14C identified these scam compounds, and around 1,300 Indians were rescued from
such facilities between May and August.

MEAH 57 37 SN hgl HT TgAT Hr AR AS F IFTET & T T 1,300 HRAIT Hr
goT giaemsit & s

Over the past year, 7 lakh mule accounts have been blocked, and 4,000 mule
accounts are identified daily.

oo a¥ #, 7 ar@ =g @t sdlle v v § 3 wfafdst 4,000 7o @1t wga= v
® 2l

The defrauded money is often used for terror financing, money laundering, and
converted into cryptocurrencies.

S @ o ST 3ET ITdw faaaNr, ger e, 31 frceimiEY F gRafda frar
ST £l

Exploitation of a Person's Inner Fear

afdd & dR$ HF FT AMYoT

Criminals exploit a person’s inner fear by misusing their Aadhaar number, convincing
victims they are involved in crimes.

IORTE cHfFT & ATARE 917 1 MO FA §, 3e7h YR Fa HT GEUANT A gC
3¢ Ig favarw feera € & 9 ey sraer & anfaer &

If victims appear weak, they manipulate their minds, leading them to succumb to fraud.

I 3T AR fewa & a 3 39 o = FIfRa sta § 3k 3¢ o =
R I &1

Golden Hour for Reporting Crime

I H NAE FIA FT FTGOT THT
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The golden hour for reporting cybercrime is within 24 hours.

TR TR HT RAC el FHI FTFOT FAF 24 9 F HR g g
The 14C helpline and portal are linked to State police, 300+ financial intermediaries,
banks, and wallets.
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IT§4H geTemsa AR AT ToT gferw, 300+ faelar Feawdl, St AR dfeled & 3 g0
gl

e Real-time alerts are sent to banks and wallets to block or freeze amounts after financial
fraud is reported.

foir erErersy fr RUIE g1 & a1g dai 3R afelcy & RIA-23H Iae A S &
iR O o seliep a1 ST fFAT ST T

Fraud Statistics and Recovery

drEdt F FS 3 aHE

e From January to June 2024, %11,269 crore was reported as defrauded; 1,361 crore
was blocked, and only *11.97 crore was returned to victims.

STl § ST 2024 & S ¥11,269 FAT I LI@mesy H ROIC &1 1g; 1,361 FUF 6

selier fohar arr 3R ahger 211.97 O3 NRAT = arog fovar a2
e |4C instructed Microsoft to block 1,500 Skype IDs involved in fraud until June 2024.

ME4H A ST 2024 T @S H enfAe 1,500 FFET AT sclich el & oI
ABFHNEFE A A &=

Fraud Alert Issued on October 28, 2024
28 3FEaT 2024 FY LW e IR fFAT =T

e The 14C warned against '-
illegal payment v

gateways using mule
bank accounts after
raids by Gujarat and
Andhra Pradesh police.

34T o e 3

ey weer gferw qarr

ol & d6 Hd 3% @rat
HT 3YATT T I AT

AT ed & T-ed

IdTaeir &l

NN

' = A =
Chennai residents C. Jebaraj and his wife Shanthi were scammed by men claiming to be from TRAL. R. RAVINDRAN

Uncovering a Scam in Visakhapatnam
fremaTaTes # v g w1 gerar

o Visakhapatnam police discovered a scam brought from China, run under the guise of a
cosmetics company.
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fremaTmes gfew a T @ ow v TE wiere FT gar ofemr, S Feafed Fued

3S H Il & AT
e The masterminds are suspected to be in the U.S. and Taiwan, all with Chinese
passports.

AEeASS & IANFT IR aEaT 7 8 1 G2 g, Sars o @eft & el qaae €

Need for Cybersecurity Experts in Police

gfew & wrgaw gea RAAwaAt fr sraegwar

e Visakhapatnam Commissioner of Police suggested reserving a percentage of police
hirings for cybersecurity experts.

femETaTsH gferd 3nged o wgey guaT st & fov gfew st w1 gftera smfEa
el T gaa e

Case of ‘Digital Arrest’ in Chennai

deds # 'Bfoed PREary &1 Arear

e Aretired professor and his wife were targeted via a video call where callers
impersonated the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI).

T JdTferga GIhaN 3R 3T gl 1 A3t et & IRT A2 Forar a2, srgr
Fle Flel dTel o AR IEAR RAfAIET wftaor (28) F &9 &7 e a1 5 dd
fomam|

e They were falsely accused of involvement in a money laundering scam and threatened
with arrest.

3o¢ A Alfeger Glere d AMAST gl H BT FRT amar 17 AR FTRFAY dr ey
& T8l

Dark Web and Data Trading
ST a9 3R 3T SR

e Personal information is sold on the dark web and apps like Telegram for as low as 10
paise.

fFdITT FATTPRY 3k 3 31T Sl ST 0oy 9X A7 10 T4 & S S &

o Experts suggest joint action by the government and technology platforms with
stronger penalties for data violations.

faAweT WK 3R HlefAhr caewml garT e FRarg 3R ST Sedusl & v w3
&g &I Fellg &d &l

Internet Users in India

R H SeTAC SYANITHAT
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e As of March 31, 2024, India has at least 95 crore Internet users.
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Census 2025 as a comprehensive citizen registry

GS Paper |: Population and
Census )
he ercise to

T update the National Population Register
(NPR), which is the first step for the
establishment of the National Register of Indian
Citizens (NRIC). Grasping the full scope and
implications of this initiative is essential.

The NRIC draws its mandate from the
Citizenship Act 1955. Initially conceptualised after
the 1951 Census, the NRIC gained renewed
significance following recommendations by the
Subrahmanyam Committee in the aftermath of
the Kargil war (1999), which highlighted the need
for a robust database that includes both citizens
and non-citizens. These recommendations
eventually led to the addition of Section 14A to
the Act, mandating the compulsory registration
of all Indian citizens and authorising the issuance
of identity cards to officially document their
citizenship status. Several pilot projects such as
the Multi-Purpose National Identity Card (MNIC)
and fishermen identity card have since been
implemented with varying degrees of success.

As a verified registry with more benefits

The NRIC aims primarily to enhance national
security by maintaining a verified citizen registry
but also offers additional benefits, such as
streamlining identity verification, reducing
identity fraud and duplication, and enabling
targeted welfare programmes that ensure benefits
reach only eligible recipients. The NPR serves as
the initial step in achieving these objectives by
differentiating citizens from non-citizens through
a multi-phase process that collects demographic
and biometric data on all usual residents.

This multi-phase process includes several key
steps. First, a comprehensive database is created
by compiling demographic data during
houselisting operations in the Census. Next,
biometric data is collected to eliminate duplicate

C. Chandramouli

the former Registrar
General and Census
Commissioner, India

One objective is
to update the
National
Population
Register as a
prelude to the
creation of the
National
Register of
Indian Citizens

records. Public claims and objections are then
invited to ensure transparency, followed by a
verification and appeals process allowing
residents to challenge records, thereby enhancing
accuracy and authenticity. Detailed inquiries into
citizenship status are conducted to finalize the
National Register of Citizens (NRIC), which
distinguishes citizens from non-citizens. The
process culminates in the issuance of identity
cards as mandated by the Citizenship Act.

In the 2011 Census details about individuals,
including name, gender, date of birth, marital
status, place of birth, nationality, family
relationships, residency, and socio-economic
indicators were collected. The 2025 Census is
anticipated to follow a similar pattern. Biometric
data collection, however, will probably be
excluded, as this information is already available
in the Aadhaar database.

Aadhaar versus NRIC

A question often raised in this connection is the
need for this exercise when the Aadhaar already
exists. It is essential to note that the Aadhaar and
the NRIC serve distinct purposes. Aadhaar is a
12-digit unique identification number issued by
the Unique Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) to residents of India, regardless of
citizenship. It primarily serves as a
biometric-based identity verification tool, linking
residents to services such as banking, subsidies,
and digital identity. The NRIC aims to establish a
comprehensive citizen registry. While Aadhaar is
focused on identity verification and can be held
by any resident, the NRIC is a citizenship
verification system, mandating proof of
citizenship. Thus, Aadhaar is broadly inclusive for
all residents, whereas the NRIC serves as a
definitive record for citizens. They play
complementary but distinct roles in India’s

governance and security infrastructure.

The Assam exercise and privacy concerns
Assam is the only state where the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) has been updated
(2019). Intended to identify illegal immigrants,
particularly from Bangladesh, the process raised
concerns over its accuracy and fairness due to
stringent documentation requirements that left
many rural and less-educated residents unable to
meet the criteria. Unlike the proposed national
NRIC, Assam’s NRC was guided by the Assam
Accord, which imposed unique conditions.
However, Assam’s experience highlights the
significant humanitarian and administrative
challenges that could arise from implementing a
nationwide NRIC.

Concerns about data privacy and the potential
misuse of demographic and biometric
information persist, despite the Supreme Court's
guidelines in the Aadhaar case. The need for
robust data protection remains critical. Exclusion
fears, particularly for communities with limited
documentation, must also be addressed.
Verifying citizenship on such a large scale poses
significant logistical and administrative
challenges, underscoring the importance of
streamlined procedures and targeted public
awareness campaigns.

The NRIC initiative calls for citizens to stay
vigilant and actively engaged throughout the
process. Given the scale of this effort,
transparency and fairness depend on citizens
being well-informed, proactive, and diligent in
verifying their records. By understanding their
rights, providing accurate information, and
voicing concerns, citizens can help ensure that
the NRIC is inclusive, equitable, and effective.

The views expressed are personc

Census 2025 as a Comprehensive Citizen
STT3ITAT 2025 Ush SATYdh AR IToTEe!

Registry

e The 2025 Census includes an exercise to update the National Population Register
(NPR), which is the first step for establishing the National Register of Indian Citizens

(NRIC).

2025 Y FTI0TAT H AT FAWEAT T (NPR) HI 79ISC T AT FT AfAA g,

S IR ARIRSY Y TSI ITFEE (NRIC) TATRAT FA HT Ugell Fee gl

e The NRIC draws its mandate from the Citizenship Act, 1955. Initially conceptualized
after the 1951 Census, the NRIC gained renewed significance after the
Subrahmanyam Committee recommendations post the Kargil War (1999).

NRIC &7 31TOeR ARRear sff@ae, 1955 @ for a=m g1 38 @9 Ugor 1951 Hr
SISTTOTAT & G URehfedd fhar arar o, 3R SR Igur (1999) & ST aEAvqH
FAfY A AR & FRUT 3@ 3EHIT 9¢ TS|
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Section 14A was added to the Act, mandating the compulsory registration of all
Indian citizens and authorizing the issuance of identity cards.

JffaTs &7 arr 14A Y 18, owed T3l IR AR F1 sfaary gehiewor ik

UgATd 99 AR hdal T IIaere fohar aram|

Pilot projects like the Multi-Purpose National Identity Card (MNIC) and fishermen
identity card have been implemented with varying degrees of success.

AT AT IMFSRE F1E (MNIC) 3R ATHRT Ggarel I S rgelc Holeded
HA9T-3elaT HBolcl & AT A1) fehar I12T|

As a Verified Registry with More Benefits
TF FAId IGE & ™ & 3 30 anr

The NRIC aims to enhance national security by maintaining a verified citizen registry
and offers benefits like streamlining identity verification, reducing identity fraud, and
enabling targeted welfare programmes.

NRIC &l 3¢ TSI F&TT ! Tl ¢, Ueh eI ARRSE AT 910 W= 3R
YEHT AT 1 FIH SolaAT, TgaTe S@Tst T 7 e, AR afda Feamor Friwa

HETH hedT|

The NPR serves as the initial step, collecting demographic and biometric data to
differentiate citizens from non-citizens.

NPR Ugell HgH g, 5 Fadifeghy AR aARE 3e1 vy aar & arfe ARt &
AR @ 3reer v ST TF|

Key Steps in the process:
I
o Compilation of demographic data during houselisting operations in the Census.
ST H B FEIhOT il & SRIeT FAWITEIRT 32T T g |
o Collection of biometric data to eliminate duplicate records (already available in
Aadhaar).
stedhe Rapls AT e & fov aARes Ser & §ag (3R & Jga ¥
39clsY) |
o Public claims and objections are invited for transparency, followed by a
verification and appeals process.

IRERIAT & fov ardsifas g 3 smafadn 3rafRa & ardr € 53 s
Fcaer 3 e wfshar gy B

o Detailed inquiries into citizenship status finalize the NRIC, culminating in the
issuance of identity cards.

A #r Rufa fr Rega s & a1 NRIC &t 3ifas &9 f&am ST § 3R
ggd 99 SR fhU S E

Census Data Collection and 2025 Updates
STAIOTAT 3T FAF 3T 2025 & 3HIST
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¢ Inthe 2011 Census, details like name, gender, date of birth, marital status, place of
birth, nationality, and socio-economic indicators were collected.

2011 #r SIVTAT H A, oo, S Ay, dafks Rufa, seawymT, s, 3k
AATSS-3TF Fhas o9 [aaxor tha ke 91|

e The 2025 Census is likely to follow a similar pattern but exclude biometric data, as it is
already available in the Aadhaar database.

2025 HY SAIOTAT S ol T ITEROT HIN, Afehot aravAfes Ser enfder =Eh g,
iR g Jgol H ATUR 32TEH H 3Ty ¢

Aadhaar versus NRIC
TR AT TN

¢ Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identification number issued by the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) to residents of India, regardless of citizenship.

HYR T 12-3h [Afse ggae &A1 S ARd & arir AR &I UIDAI §aRT
SR 1 ST §, T8 A ARIRS & AT A

e Aadhaar primarily serves as a biometric-based identity verification tool, linking
residents to services such as banking, subsidies, and digital identity.

IUR AET &7 § Toh AT 3muiRa ggare Feqrger 3Uaor & &9 F 1 Al
¥ o Rartaat @ T, afeasr ik Rfvea ggar S Yansit ¥ Sear &

e The NRIC aims to establish a comprehensive citizen registry, mandating proof of
citizenship.

TANRIMSH T 3852 Ueh AT ARTRE A€y T 1 g, [aa aAnriasar &1
YHATOT AfAard g

e Aadhaar isinclusive for all residents, while NRIC serves as a definitive record for
citizens.

3R et At & T gaaed & Sefd ta3mensdr Fao aeie & T v
fafaa Re1s Bl

e Aadhaar and NRIC play complementary but distinct roles in India’s governance and
security infrastructure.

YR 3R THRITEH R & AT 3 FRaTm a1 # W Afdher srerer-arerer sfAwd
forema &

The Assam exercise and privacy concerns

A FT I IR Musfigar Raw

e« Assam is the only state where the National Register of Citizens (NRC) has been
updated (2019).
3TA THAE AT g o6l TS ARTRS WSFeT (NRC) &l 2019 #H 39se fohar = g
e The process aimed to identify illegal immigrants, particularly from Bangladesh, but
raised concerns about its accuracy and fairness due to stringent documentation
requirements.
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Ig fohar sy gyarfaal, Ay ¥ F qivaeey & 31T el Fr ggae & fow o, afe
EEATASIHIOT T FF HTARIRAT3T & HRUT ST TelhaT 3T rsgaTar W Farer 301

Assam’s NRC was guided by the Assam Accord, which imposed unique conditions.
A FT TANH F/A FHFA carr AT ar, s Rfdrse ad oens a8 o)

The Assam experience highlights humanitarian and administrative challenges that
could arise from implementing a nationwide NRIC.

3TEH HT IFAT AT & o SAATN TANRISHT o] el A Ay 3R gemrafas
oAt ScueeT g1 Fehll

Concerns about data privacy and potential misuse of demographic and biometric
information persist, despite the Supreme Court's guidelines in the Aadhaar case.

3T MUAIAT 3R FTaafEThT AR TARF AAFR & Fonfad e & A
fRIATE o= &5 €, o1 & MR A # giA A A fer-fader sy e &l
There is a critical need for robust data protection measures.

FST 3T GI&TT 3T T Ageaqul ITaeTyHal |

Exclusion fears exist, especially for communities with limited documentation,

emphasizing the need for streamlined procedures and targeted public awareness
campaigns.

A9V &9 @ F TFARS qT FAGHN & fIv IRSHR Hr 3w g, forwd geaattya
gfRansit 3R affra Fa-serRar FRAIET T 3TaTHaT W g fe7r =T B

Citizen engagement and vigilance

arEI® smeilerY 3 aawhar
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The NRIC initiative calls for citizens to stay vigilant and actively engaged in the
process.

TANRITSH Uged H ARTRP T TdF @ 3R Ufshar & Ifeha &7 T #07 o Fir
e fr IS B

Given the scale of this effort, transparency and fairness depend on citizens being well-
informed and diligent in verifying their records.

SH A & YA T 2 gV, URERar AR fasarar 3@ a1 W AR R @
ARTR SAARRIGFT IR 39 RhE FeAT FI # Agerel &1

Citizens can ensure that the NRIC is inclusive, equitable, and effective by
understanding their rights, providing accurate information, and voicing concerns.

AR 39N HTAFRT FT TASTH, FAF AARRY S 3R 39T Rt i sgaa Fih
Ig GiATRTd T Hevdl § o T3S Hr gamaedt, FrEera AR v gl
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n November 23, the incumbent
Bharatiya Janata Party-led Mahayuti
alliance won a landslide victory in
Maharashtra’s State elections. Among
several reasons cited for this victory are the
implementation of the Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana — a direct benefit transfer
programme introduced by the Maharashtra

government in July 2024 - four months ahead of

the polls. The scheme, much like its Madhya
Pradesh counterpart, which was also introduced
ahead of the Assembly elections there, aims to
provide monthly financial assistance of 1,500 to
poor women between the ages of 21 and 65
whose incomes are less than 2.5 lakh annually.
Critics say such schemes amount to bribing
voters and giving the incumbent government an
unfair advantage. To discuss this, Kunal
Shankar spoke to Reetika Khera and Vikas
Rawal. Edited excerpts:

Your initial thoughts.

Vikas Rawal: I think implementing social
welfare programmes in response to popular
needs, reflected through the political processes
is necessary. That said, if this happens just
before elections, if it is accompanied by
weakening systems of evaluation, independent
regulation and so on... And if it does not result
in establishing a robust system of social welfare
and merely ends in providing election soaps,
then there is a problem.

Reetika Khera: Not so long ago in the southern
States, parties promised mixer-grinders. At that
time too, the media labelled these manifesto
promises as freebies. I think of cash transfers as
a modern avatar of those electoral promises.
Labelling them as bribes would be wrong, just as
it was wrong to label electoral promises as
freebies. I do have reservations about certain
cash transfers, though I support other kinds of
cash transfers, like old age pensions and
maternity benefits. What you're probably getting
at is that these promises reflect the flaw in our
democracy. The only time that ordinary people
get a hearing and are remembered by political
parties is during elections and it is a pity that
electoral promises are reduced to small, visible
and short-term gains such as these cash
transfers. But for those who are on the margins
and largely ignored by the powers that be,
they’ll just take what they get right?

There’s a related question - how much do
such promises — mixer-grinder or cash transfers,
actually influence voter behaviour? I don’t know

Contact Number: 9971932488

At a ‘Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin' scheme event, in Solapur, Maharashtra.

Filepmi

the answer to that, but as a voter, what would
stop me from taking what is due to me through
such interventions and yet apply my mind
independently to what is a pressing issue for the
country and decide who to vote for?

Are DBTs then a failure of the government’s
attempt to provide better livelihoods, and
substitute it with one-time cash transfer
schemes?

R.K.: The question arises, do these cash
transfers displace spending on health and
education? From the point of view of the women
who get these cash transfers, they have
welcomed it, because they are often vulnerable.
But what are cash transfers taking away from, if
anything? Fiscally, that’s one important
question. Twas looking at the objectives for the
cash transfers to women — what are they trying
to achieve? There are three objectives which I've
come across — one is they (governments) say
economic independence for women, another to
improve their health and nutrition. And the
third, especially in Tamil Nadu, that it was
compensation for all the unpaid domestic work.
Each of these raise questions. Take economic
independence. Isn’t that better achieved by
making employment opportunities available to
them? Why is the central government starving
MNREGA (the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act) of funds? It would give women
much more money. In Tamil Nadu for instance,
they’re getting 712,000 a year (as part of the
State’s cash transfer scheme). If women were to
get 100 days of MNREGA employment, they
would get ¥29,000 a year - more than double
what they get through these cash transfers. 1
talked to a woman recently in Chengalpattu and
she absolutely prefers employment over cash
transfers. The second objective of health and

ee

As far as the promises of cash are concerned,
the media should reflect on its tendency to
term them as bribes or freebies. That doesn't
mean these cash transfers are without any
concerns. The main issuc to me is — are cash
transfers taking away from welfare spending
of other kinds?

REETIKA KHERA

nutrition can also be achieved much better
through providing eggs in anganwadis and
midday meals. In many North Indian States
children are not getting nutritious food. The
third objective is compensation for unpaid
domestic work: are you then saying that if
women are supposed to be doing domestic work
only, then they should just be given some money
for it? Wouldn't it be much better to think
harder about how to change gender norms? So,
the problem with these cash promises is not that
itis a “bribe”, but rather what are they trying to
achieve? Where do they fit into our conception
of a welfare state?

MNREGA was largely credited for the return
of the UPA alliance to power for the second
term. Could this question then be twisted to
say that even the 100-day job scheme
amounted to a bribe? Or is it reducing the
larger conception of welfare itself as being
opportunistic?

V.R.: 1 think we both have agreed that at least it'’s
not correct to term these as bribes. You have
created such a robust framework with MNREGA,
that even a government that's completely
ideologically opposed to it has not been able to
undo it. It has been forced to acknowledge its
importance and to carry forward the
programme. The point is that in India, social
welfare spending is just too little.

R.K.: As far as the promises of cash are
concerned, the media should reflect on its
tendency to term them as bribes or freebies.
That doesn’t mean these cash transfers are
without any concerns. The main issue to me is —
are cash transfers taking away from welfare
spending of other kinds? To give you an example
- Karnataka's cash transfer budget for this
financial year is ¥28,000 crore — that's twice as
much as the Union’s budget on mid-day meals.
Like I said, I have reservations about some cash
transfers while I support others. The national
Food Security Act, for instance, which is taking a
sort-of a life cycle approach: maternity benefits
for pregnant and lactating women, anganwadis

Do new schemes ahead of elections amount to

bribes’?
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for children under 6, midday meals for school
going children. And then there’s the PDS. Now
the maternity benefits is a cash transfer
programme — it’s 36,000 through the Pradhan
Mantri Mathrubhumi Dhana Yojana. That is
fixing a big gap in our welfare architecture. We
had the maternity benefits for women in the
organised sector since 1961. But most women
work in the unorganised sector and their right to
maternity benefits was not recognised until this
2013 Food Security Act. I support the cash
transfer because women get it at a very
vulnerable time of their life.

V.R.: If you look at the implementation of
welfare schemes since the 1980s, we had various
systems of independent evaluation. The
Planning Commission used to have an
evaluation wing. The National Sample Survey
would have survey questions that one could use
to assess. CAG would do performance audits of
different schemes. All these have been
undermined now. We have a situation where
evaluation of government programmes has been
systematically undermined, and that's a very
serious problem, particularly during these kinds
of cash transfers. You have evidence to suggest
there may be massive corruption in some of
these schemes. Historically, schemes that have
involved provisioning of goods and services,
employment, health facilities, schooling, are
where leakages have been less.

R.K: [ have a slightly different view. Corruption
and targeting were two big issues with earlier
interventions. Corruption was a serious issue
with the PDS. It has been an issue with
MNREGA. And it remains an issue with the new
cash transfers. We must be vigilant no matter
which scheme, what form the transfer takes. In
the case of cash transfers, it has created a whole
army of middle-men through whom these
so-called “direct” benefits are transferred.
They’re actually not direct at all, because in
many rural areas there is no proper banking
network. And so you have banking
correspondents who people have to go and
withdraw their money from. These business
correspondents are just like the earlier
middle-men, who cheated on cement and bricks
and wages. On targeting, with MNREGA, the
attraction was, those who were not getting
minimum wage work would show up. Butin
these cash transfers, there aren’t such robust
self-targeting mechanisms...

EEEE
F;l To listen ta the full interview
=

Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

‘voter

e On November 23, 2024, the incumbent Bharatiya Janata Party-led Mahayuti alliance
won a landslide victory in Maharashtra’s State elections.

23 AEET 2024 F, AlSET ARAT ST Gt & AAced dTe HGG[T IS o HENISE
Tog Iorat & iy S grider
e Among several reasons cited for this victory are the implementation of the

Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana — a direct benefit transfer programme
introduced by the Maharashtra government in July 2024 — four months ahead of the

polls.

38 Sid & U &8 #RUT A @ T HROT HEIHA AN Tz aje ey —

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

@PATRIOTICIAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

T AT FEATAOT FIIHH (G0 HENISE THR o JAT§ 2024 H ToAld & IR FAGlA
ggel Y& TR AT

e The scheme aims to provide monthly financial assistance of 21,500 to poor women
between the ages of 21 and 65 whose incomes are less than 2.5 lakh annually.

$H AT FT 36837 31,500 H AR T FErIar YTl HT § INe A3t &,
fSethr 3721 & 6539 & &g § 3R o aiffies 37 2 5a@ ¥ FA &

e Critics say such schemes amount to bribing voters and giving the incumbent
government an unfair advantage.

HTellarehl &l Featl & fob 0 Aot aret A Rega da & dAT § 3 Alger e
FT AT ATH YT A B

o Vikas Rawal: Implementing social welfare programmes in response to popular needs,
reflected through the political processes, is necessary.

R Tae: AAEfSS HoaoT SREAT S AFRT FTFRIFATHT & ITET A HAT
HERTF §, S Totelicier fshansi & Aregw & aRef@d gid &

o If this happens just before elections, accompanied by weak evaluation systems and
independent regulation, then it is problematic.

3R IE dhadl YoATal ¥ ggol I 8, 3R &Y & Fediehat Jonferat 3R Faas
AT T FAT g g, A I§ FHATAT 3] R &l

o Ifit does not result in a robust system of social welfare, it will end in providing election
soaps.

IR SHHT IRUIMHA HANSS Hed0T & Teh Holqd TUTell & & H g1 giar g, al I
AT WHA A A FATST g S|

« Reetika Khera: Not so long ago, in southern States, parties promised mixer-
grinders.

S HAG g, Aol Toat H ariedt o feeR-agsT i arer fahar i
e Cash transfers are a modern avatar of those electoral promises.
e FEATALOT 31 GeATdl aTal 1 Ueh 3MYfer &7

e Labeling cash transfers as bribes is wrong, just as it was wrong to label electoral
promises as freebies.

oTehe, GEATCRUT T RRET FHgell ITeId &, S YoATdY drel T HFd Sl ol Fgell Toid

o

e Electoral promises are reduced to small, visible, and short-term gains such as cash
transfers.

AT 9IS B, TIAW 3N BIE-FHAT & oAl H S oFehe g&ionoT & wfed g S
gl

o For those on the margins, they will just take what they get, but they can still
independently decide who to vote for.

S AT gIRIT W §, T 97 FE o S 3eg [Felar g, dfheT 3 Y o TaaTy ¥ 9 Ig
T X o ¢ & R die S|
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Reetika Khera: Cash transfers aim for three objectives:
{fasr B e FEATATOr F AT 38T FH TET §:
o Economic independence for women.
Afgem3tt & forv anfde Faaan
o Improving health and nutrition.
LT 3R 9wor § gur|
o Compensation for unpaid domestic work (especially in Tamil Nadu).
Idafas oXe F1F & AT Famaen (A &7 & affAesrs #)|
Is economic independence better achieved by creating employment opportunities for
women, rather than cash transfers?

FIAT AR & fIT AR &F 3G 3cTeed FlT AHAh TIdTAT I 9gdd adeh o

UIed T HehdT &, ST sTehe, gEAiauT 7
If women got 100 days of MNREGA employment, they would earn 29,000 a year,
more than double the ¥12,000 provided in the cash transfer scheme.

3R ATEAT3T T FAWM VSR & 100 et et ar 3@ 229,000 ATATAT AT Hehcll, ST

ofehe, GEATCRUT Tlolell # 12,000 & GI[T F
The second objective of improving health and nutrition can be achieved better through
providing eggs in anganwadis and midday meals.

AL 3R N7 F FUR F GIRT 3662 IAAnsal A ACAET ST & TR
SER s § ured fahar ST dehr B

Compensation for unpaid domestic work raises questions about changing gender
norms.

Idafas e FF & AU 73S I AT AWES A ago= & Farel 3o Bl

The issue with cash promises is not that they are “bribes”, but what they are trying to
achieve.

sThe, dlel ST THAEAT I8 el ¢ & I "Reaa §, afecr gg & &F T 71 gif@a a1 Hr
HIfAer FT @ B

MNREGA and Electoral Promises
FAW AR AT aw

Website: patrioticias.in
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MNREGA was largely credited for the return of the UPA alliance to power for a second
term.

HAIT &1 931 g6 dh JUIT TS & qHL HAhlel A I9H 1 A far = |

Could this question then be twisted to say that even the 100-day job scheme amounted
to a bribe?

FIT 50 AT P 3 d<g AZT ST el ¢ b 100-et &Y aAtwdy Iistar s Reaa &
AT A7
Or is it reducing the larger conception of welfare itself as being opportunistic?

T AT TE HITOT T J31 URUM T 3TIERT & & H °fed T 6T 87
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e« V.R.: Atleastit's not correct to term these as bribes.

A T A 30 Read sgar Tar el gl
e You have created such a robust framework with MNREGA, that even a government
ideologically opposed to it has not been able to undo it.

9o HA & Y Teh A ol AN fHam g, T g8 Qo d=iies &9 @ faeh
TR T 50 Tolea 7 3AAT W B

e It has been forced to acknowledge its importance and carry forward the programme.
S0 3T Aged H TNFR A 3R FEha H 3 gl & AT FsfqQ g usr 2l
e The point is that in India, social welfare spending is just too little.
el Ig & [ IR # WAToIS Hedmor @Y 5gd FA ¢

« R.K.: As far as the promises of cash are concerned, the media should reflect on its
tendency to term them as bribes or freebies.

STl ek oTg atal &1 HaTol &, ABAT T 58 Rega a1 Agwa A Fgal H vgfa W =R
AT AT

e That doesn’t mean these cash transfers are without any concerns.
SHHT Tg AT oIg] & [ T Ahg gEdiaRvr f9a1 fhar [ar & £

e The main issue to me is — are cash transfers taking away from welfare spending of
other kinds?

A TIU JTT Acal TE & — FAT ARG gEATaVT 3T TR & FedIoT G Al gfed
® &7

o Karnataka’s cash transfer budget for this financial year is ¥28,000 crore — that’s
twice as much as the Union’s budget on mid-day meals.

59 T a¥ & fov welesd &1 AFg gEATARYT g€ 328,000 FAS & — ST AEATES
o & AT ¥ & Joic @ Qe ¢

e | have reservations about some cash transfers while | support others.
$ AhE FEAAROT & Ui A gy § STofeh # 3107 1 qode i gl

e The National Food Security Act is taking a life cycle approach: maternity benefits for

pregnant and lactating women, anganwadis for children under 6, mid-day meals for
school-going children.

TS @iy gt rfafaer sfaer @ effewior 3rar e & wtaddt sk waeaer
w0 arelt AfFen3it & T AGed o1e7, 6 AT Q A Y & FEl & AT IFEaArE,
ol ST dlel dedl & folv AeATE st |

¢ The maternity benefits is a cash transfer programme — it's 6,000 through the
Pradhan Mantri Mathrubhumi Dhana Yojana.

ATed AT U &g §EAIeUT FRFHA & — Ig 36,000 g, S TR ATGHA o=
AT F dgd Bl

e This is fixing a big gap in our welfare architecture.
Tg TR FHodIUT T F Teh F3T AR o @ 8

e Women in the unorganised sector were not recognised for maternity benefits until the
2013 Food Security Act.
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IrHfST aFF A3t @Y 2013 WreF & FfAfATH § gge Algea omer & faw
AT g e &

e | support the cash transfer because women get it at a very vulnerable time of their life.
# e gEATOT 1 FHIA A § FIh AfGeT 38 30 Sfiael & TF a5l &
Haesefer AT 7 gred H £

« V.R.: If you look at the implementation of welfare schemes since the 1980s, we had
various systems of independent evaluation.

3R 31T 1980 F EUF & HedI0T ASAATHT & FHAeaded &l W, dl AR ITH Faaa
Aot & [affies gomferr o

e The Planning Commission used to have an evaluation wing.
AT HTAT & I Teh FHodiched AT gIHT T ATl

o The National Sample Survey would have survey questions that one could use to

asSess.
TS AHAT FALTT A TS 9T gl & TioTepr 3UGIT Hodrehel & AT foham ST Feha
|

e CAG would do performance audits of different schemes.
Hrosh RAfAeT T3t & yeler 3iifEe Har ol
e All these have been undermined now.

ST @ FY 3T FAAR W &A1 =T B

e Evaluation of government programmes has been systematically undermined, and that’s
a serious problem, particularly during cash transfers.

WEHNT FREHAT T Hediched cTAYd § § FAAR forar =1 §, 3R Ig v 918
THET &, AV F7 A APe gEAIRUT & aRTeT|

e There is evidence suggesting massive corruption in some of these schemes.
T AT H 0T AR & Hohd Bl

e Historically, schemes that have involved provisioning of goods and services,
employment, health facilities, and schooling have had fewer leakages.

eI &9 @, AT & S @A 3R Jasd, As9TR, Fareed giaunst, 3k wge
e fir garAT FICAT &, 39H Nages FH 7 B

o R.K.: Corruption and targeting were two big issues with earlier interventions.
FSCaN 3R dediaor o gEasl & ar a3 #ed |

e Corruption was a serious issue with the PDS and MNREGA.
e NIEed 3R AWM A v 7R Hear Tl

e Corruption remains an issue with the new cash transfers.
HSCTIR U e EAIIOr & 37 U FHeel =i §31 g

¢ We must be vigilant no matter which scheme, what form the transfer takes.
gH Td® (g AIfeT a8 g i TSt &), gFdiaRor ivd §9 & gl

¢ Inthe case of cash transfers, it has created a whole army of middle-men through
whom these so-called “direct” benefits are transferred.
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qHG FEAAT & HIFAC H, TE Ush U AT ol AETEAT b7 AATT & ol 8, Toreton
AETH ¥ AFFIE & "TeIeT o gEIiaRT g &l

e In many rural areas, there is no proper banking network, so people have to go through
banking correspondents to withdraw their money.

w5 IEor aE F w5 3T AT AecaF AL &, AT AT A 39T JAT Feprely
fore dfar waregranat @ e usdr B

e These business correspondents are just like the earlier middle-men, who cheated on
cement and bricks and wages.

q IR HATGETdT Tgel & ALAEdl Hf aXE &, Segiel e AR el s aeglr
@ hr A

o With MNREGA, the attraction was that those not getting minimum wage work would
show up.

HAWM A HYOT Tg AT & ST ol FqAaH A FT FHA 61 O W I, 3 AHA 37
)

e Butin these cash transfers, there aren’t such robust self-targeting mechanisms.
AfheT 3T TG FEATRVT H, T HAolgd FaId-a&NFIOT aF 61 ¢ |
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In Andhra Pradesh, a day well spent

1 A J
o . W

Farmers cleaning an ancient well near the historic Cumbum tank in Cumbum, Prakasam district, Andhra Pradesh. The Cumbum tank, which is the second-largest man-made
reservoir in Asia used for agriculture, was built by Princess Varadarajamma, wife of King Sri Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar, in the 15th century. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

|GS Paper I: History |

India to Assist Sudan’s Industrialisation
AR ST & gAAHET F AgE FW0

o A five-year agreement for economic, scientific, and technical co-operation and a
cultural agreement for a similar period were signed.

i AT HT GHSANT 3T, daifeien AR Teheieht FgAer & v 3R v wepfas
AT gAT 39 & fov gEaeiRa rar am=m|

e The signing ceremony was held in the presence of Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi
and the Sudanese President Mr. Jaafar Mohammed Nmery.

gAY ARG # werrarsst sferet far ameht 3ik gl wseufa st I Agrag
A & sufeufa & gam

e The agreements are automatically renewable for another term of five years unless
terminated by either party.

A oTT @1 Y 3™ & v Touifad §9 F AdeRoNy &, 99 d F Fr v
98T GaRT Jo6 HATCA o fhaT S|
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e The economic agreement involves feasibility studies for establishing cement, textile,
and sugar industries in Sudan.

N FHsia 7 FHTeTar Iregde A §, S Fod 7 e, a7 3R =@l see
T T & fow g1
e India agreed to supply equipment on a deferred payment basis for such industries.

AR & 3T 3N & T Tufira oferamer TR W 3Uaor A a9 HgAfa
cerd |

Wikipedia and ANI’s defamation suit

What are the charges levelled by ANI in the defamation suit filed by the news agency against Wikimedia Foundation Inc. and three Wikipedia ‘administrators™?

Who is allowed to edit Wikipedia pages and what are the guidelines to be followed while carrying out edits?

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
arlier this year, Indian news
agency Asian News International
(ANI) filed a defamation suit
against Wikimedia Foundation
Inc. and three Wikipedia ‘administrators’
before the Delhi High Court. A
single-judge Bench subsequently directed
Wikimedia on August 20 to disclose the
administrators’ details.

What is Wikipedia?

Wikipedia is a community-driven
encyclopaedia freely available on the
Internet. Volunteers from around the
world work together to populate and
maintain it.

While not all pages on Wikipedia are of
equal quality, it has acquired a reputation
of being reliable because its editors
include field experts and the platform
allows anyone to communicate their
knowledge freely as long as they abide by
the guidelines.

How is Wikipedia populated?
Following the single-judge Bench’s
direction to reveal the identities of the
three ‘administrators’, Wikimedia, which
hosts Wikipedia, filed an appeal before
the Division Bench. Through a consent
order, the court directed Wikimedia to
submit the subscriber information of
these individuals in sealed covers.
According to the suit filed by ANI, some
of the statements on its Wikipedia page
are defamatory. For example: “The news
agency has been criticised for having
served as a propaganda tool for the
incumbent central government,
distributing materials from a vast network

”
; * < 2
Q

@ Main Page

WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

Wikipedia has a reputation of being reliable because its editors include field experts. GETTY IMAGES

of fake news websites, and misreporting
events”. According to ANI, the defendants
“have collectively tarnished the
reputation of the plaintiff by publishing
false, misleading and defamatory content
on the ANI page, and discredit the
plaintiffs impeccable professional
standing.”

When editors associated with ANI
attempted to edit the allegedly
defamatory statements, other
(independent) editors reversed or
modified them. ANI has contended that
Wikimedia, through the ‘administrators’,
has “actively participated in removing any
edits that sought to reverse the false and
misleading content framed against the
Plaintiffs”.

Wikipedia later changed the page’s
status to ‘extended confirmed protection’,
which prevented ANI-associated editors
from further changing those statements.
ANI has alleged that this implies
Wikimedia violated the obligations of an
intermediary under the safe-harbour

provisions of the Information Technology
Act 2000 and the Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021.

Will Wikimedia lose safe-harbour
protection?

Wikimedia Foundation Inc., a non-profit
organisation based in the U.S. that’s been
impleaded as the first defendant, does not
play a role in determining the contents on
Wikipedia. Its role is limited to providing
the technical infrastructure to run the
platform and ensure editors don’t face
technical hurdles as they create new
pages, all while abiding by guidelines
developed by the community.

These guidelines specifically remind
editors Wikipedia is an encyclopaedia and
that therefore all statements on any page
need to be backed by reliable, verifiable
sources. Most of the allegedly defamatory
statements on ANI's Wikipedia page also
have references to reliable sources.
Original research is not allowed on

Wikipedia and editors continuously
remove previously unpublished
arguments, ideas or analyses.

Second, pages on controversial topics
are often extensively edited for propriety.
Any member of the Wikipedia community
can ask for a page’s status to be protected,
and the editors may subsequently place
the page in a state of ‘extended confirmed
protection’ or ‘full protection’. Once a
page is placed in ‘extended confirmed
protection’, only editors whose accounts
have the ‘Extended Confirmed Users’
badge can edit it. For pages under full
protection, only ‘administrators’ can
make changes.

Wikimedia plays no role in the
selection of ‘Extended Confirmed Users’
or ‘administrators’. Any editor who has a
sufficiently long-standing account and a
minimum number of edits to their name
can apply to become an administrator,
and community members elect them.

Finally, Wikimedia is not involved in
these elections.

What effect will loss of safe-harbour
status have?

In sum, Wikipedia has acquired its
reputation for reliability through its
democratic architecture, its support for
editors to anonymously edit articles
without fear of retaliation or
consequences, and by enforcing a policy
of desisting from generating first-hand
knowledge.

Any intervention from the judiciary or
legislature to force the disclosure of editor
information — including those designated
with administrator status — is bound to
hamper the platform’s reputation. Future
editors may not be able to operate in
confidence: they could be moved by the
threat of reprisals from affected particles
and/or uncertainty over how Indian
courts might interpret the particulars of
Wikipedia’s setup.

Wikipedia and ANI’s Defamation Suit
ffedifzar 3R vwasns &1 A= A
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Wikipedia is a
community-driven
encyclopaedia freely available
on the Internet. Volunteers
from around the world work
together to populate and
maintain it

v

Following a complaint by ANI, a
single-judge Bench of the Delhi
High Court directed Wikimedia
on August 20 to disclose the
administrators’ details

v

Any intervention from the
judiciary or legislature to force
the disclosure of editor
information — including those
designated with administrator
status — is bound to hamper
the platform’s reputation.
Future editors may not be able
to operate in confidence
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Earlier this year, Indian news agency Asian News International (ANI)
filed a defamation suit against Wikimedia Foundation Inc. and three
Wikipedia ‘administrators’ before the Delhi High Court.

$H W Y YIINT A, HRAT FANR T TRAT 7T geTorerae
(vearams) A RfFART &t 5. ik der R sk &
f@ars feed 3= e # v AW FT HFeAT SRR R

e Asingle-judge Bench directed Wikimedia on August 20 to disclose the administrators’
details.

Thd-grreer a A RAfFHATAT A1 20 e A YR F AT FT GelrdT FA H
forder |

What is Wikipedia?
Rafedifzar #ar 872

e Wikipedia is a community-driven encyclopaedia freely available on the Internet, with
volunteers from around the world contributing.

fafedifsar v angerfs-3maRa fraRierg s geteic R Jwd 3uasy &, ST
gl R @ Tadasd e Fd gl

e Itis known for being reliable, as it includes field experts, and allows anyone to share
knowledge freely if they follow the guidelines.

g fAaHAT AT ST §, Fif suH a7 [{ATAT T A9EET gxar g, 33 a8 e
1 &t Tt T e e AT W TS §A F AW HST HA B AT &m Bl

How is Wikipedia populated?
fafFdifzar Fa sy Smar 872

e Following the court’s direction, Wikimedia filed an appeal before the Division Bench,
and the court directed Wikimedia to submit the subscriber information of the
administrators in sealed covers.

3CTed & Y & oG, RAfFAEar o Remiy d9 % @ srdfia w61, 3R 3o
o RfFAfEar & gerae H weErar SRRt F @ede FaU A TEJD e F A&
el

Defamatory Content on Wikipedia

faferdifsar w Amrefager werah

¢ ANI claimed some statements on its Wikipedia page were defamatory, such as: “The
news agency has been criticised for having served as a propaganda tool for the
incumbent central government.”
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TCANTE A arar fhar T 3ueh RfEdfRar gvs W $o sae aEerfaget 3, S wamEr
TS T AlSET FAT TFR & AT U aR 3Ua0T & & H HH 6 F faU
e TS FI

ANI contended that the administrators “actively participated in removing any edits”
aimed at reversing false content.

TUSATS o7 gl Toh TATHHI o "ThaT o TUTeaT FI gear & by &7 & Hrer forr, ar
18T W Y Gelea @ YA A

Wikipedia changed the page’s status to ‘extended confirmed protection’, preventing
ANI-assaociated editors from making further changes.

RfFAEw s geo & Fufa & Reafa gfte aweor #& o R, Sad toesms |
TEId HUIGahl I 3BT HIS Teolld el d U AT I=AT|

Alleged Violations by Wikimedia
Rfe AT qarr w¥a sedwsT

ANI alleged that Wikimedia violated the obligations of an intermediary under the
Information Technology Act 2000 and the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021.

TCAHTS & IR e o RAfwefEar = gaer dig@fahr sfafagsr 2000 3 arsd
(ST Amssasew 3k Rfea Aifzar RTw F3) A9d 2021 F T8
ALITY & FAGIRAT &7 Ieerdd fohaT|

Will Wikimedia lose safe-harbour protection?

Fa1 fafeaifear qRi@a-amsr w3emor @r &
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Wikimedia Foundation Inc., a non-profit organization based in the U.S., is the first
defendant in the defamation suit. It does not play a role in determining the contents on
Wikipedia.

RfFARTE wEsue 5., S 3ARFT A Fua v d-amradl worea &, Aererfar Faea
# gger gfqard €1 78 RFRT w aeel FuiRa & 7 15 qfFer a8 Herar

gl

Its role is limited to providing the technical infrastructure to run the platform and
ensure editors don’t face technical hurdles as they create new pages.

SHET AT AR FAAE BT daTT A a QAT § 3R g AR Far §
foh GUTeah! oY deheildh HISATSAT HT TTHAT 7 FIAT TS|

The guidelines on Wikipedia remind editors that Wikipedia is an encyclopedia, so all
statements need to be backed by reliable, verifiable sources.

RfFEhEar | Rarfader ducHt & a5 Rerd § & [frdEar s Reawr g, safew
T3t T feawaiT, i |Aat & gAfda @ =fgu)

Most of the allegedly defamatory statements on ANI’s Wikipedia page also have
references to reliable sources.
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ANI F fafdif3ar ges X MR w8 &9 & AgiasRs a3r off freawsa axat
¥ Heffia g1

Original research is not allowed on Wikipedia, and editors remove unpublished
arguments, ideas, or analyses.

ffFdifEar ww wifas v & sgafa =€ &, 3R dures srgwifda =, TRt ar
faeawolt @ ger e &

Pages on controversial topics are often extensively edited for propriety.

Rarereag vl o geal &1 e fsear & fov fawdqd &9 @ dufed far Sirar g

Any member of the Wikipedia community can ask for a page’s status to be protected,
and editors may place it under ‘extended confirmed protection’ or ‘full protection’.

RfFAEar Fee a1 #1g off geeg v gso H Fufd ar @xfEdd we & fow sy
Y Hehdl ¢, 3N Fuees 30 ‘faeqa gffe wamor a1 ‘quf wamor 7 @ dad &

Once a page is placed in ‘extended confirmed protection’, only editors with the
‘Extended Confirmed Users’ badge can edit it.

Tsh IR 59 Toh Y5 Hl ‘REqa e F&Ior & @M 11 &, aF Shal ‘FAeqd gite
IYRTEHAr o1 dlel HUIGH &l 38 HaTed L Hohd o

For pages under full protection, only ‘administrators’ can make changes.

qot H&TOT aTel YSat & oIU, dharel ‘WRITHE’ &1 deold a Fhd 3

Wikimedia plays no role in the selection of ‘Extended Confirmed Users’ or
‘administrators’.

RfFfEar faeqa gfte sualarrdiai an gemaer & @ & $1S RS 761 fAerar
gl

Any editor with a sufficiently long-standing account and a minimum number of edits can
apply to become an administrator, and community members elect them.

FIS o Hureer, forehr @rar fErar wdied g 3R s J1H W gAdH g9TesT g&r

g, warEfaE 9g & fAT 3mdesd #X Hevdl §, 3R FAC F HEHT Io% I Fhd Bl
Wikimedia is not involved in these elections.

RafrefEar s gamat A anfder €t &

What effect will loss of safe-harbour status have?

giara-3mE Fufa @| &1 F341 ysima gen?
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Wikipedia has gained its reputation for reliability through its democratic architecture,
supporting anonymous editing without fear of retaliation or consequences.

RN S 379 gfaer eaaaladr & T dedifEe @G & ATSTH I 9 &1
g, ST I WUTEs 1 FASH S § Far gfaeer ar aRomAT & T |

If the judiciary or legislature forces the disclosure of editor information, including
administrators, it could harm the platform's reputation.

gfe gt a1 faenfAsr guces it IR &1 GelTH A & T AT Al &,
S wemae oft AMiAel €, of T§ colehla I FFAsaT 1 I q§u| gohdT gl
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o Future editors may be deterred from editing due to the threat of reprisals or uncertainty
about how Indian courts might interpret Wikipedia’s structure.

HITST & JUEh JUcT Il & Ui & 3T AT T§ TASC Agl @led & HIROT
galcaIed & Tohd § o AR 3rererd AfrdifEar framear a1 O areaRa sl

The Dhanush-Nayanthara
dispute and copyright law

[GS Paper IIIl: S&T

In the context of previous claims, where does the copyright infringement suit filed by Dhanush against

Nayanthara fit in? How are the different parts of a film copyrighted?

Arul George Scaria

istory has shown copyright

can be misused to suppress

speech that does not conform

to one’s views. Numerous
takedown requests on platforms like
YouTube demonstrate how this strategy is
widely used by political parties,
corporations, and individuals to silence
opponents and critics. While many of
these actions are intentional, there is a
widespread misconception of copyright
law as a framework designed to protect
the rights of copyright owners.

The copyright infringement suit
initiated by South Indian actor and
producer Dhanush against his peer
Nayanthara could fall into either of these
categories: a wilful attempt to threaten
someone that one dislikes or an action
arising out of ignorance of the framework
of copyright law.

What is the Dhanush-Nayanthara
controversy?

The 2015 film Naanum Rowdy Dhaan (‘I'm
a rowdy, too’) was directed by Vignesh
Shivan, who married Nayanthara in 2022.

The film has been credited with
encouraging their union. It was produced
by Dhanush’s company Wunderbar Films.
When Netflix prepared to produce a
biopic based on Nayanthara’s life, it
wished to include excerpts from that film.

On November 16, in a public letter
addressed to Dhanush, Nayanthara wrote
that she had sought Dhanush’s permission
to use these excerpts about two years ago
but had been met with silence. As an
alternative Netflix et al. decided to use a
short video clip that Nayanthara claimed
to have captured with her mobile phone
during the film’s making to use in the
biopic.

Dhanush responded to this use with
the lawsuit.

How are films copyrighted?
Depending on one’s perspective —
particularly on the power and gender
dynamics within India’s film industries —
there are two sides available to take.
Which side depends on the answers to
two questions: (i) Copyright in which
work has been infringed and who is the
copyright owner in that work?; (ii)
whether a copyright owner has the right

to completely control the use of some
copyrighted work?

Copyright law treats a film as an
amalgamation of various copyrightable
components. So while copyright law vests
the copyright of a cinematographic
product with its producer, not all
copyrights related to a movie necessarily
lie with the producer.

Thus it’s important to ascertain which
copyrighted work has been infringed by
the video clipping. Information in the
public domain (as of November 28, 2024)
indicates no part of the original
cinematographic work has been
reproduced. If no parts of the original
recordings of the movie have been used,
the use of the clipping is unlikely to have
violated the producer’s rights vis-a-vis the
cinematographic film. This would also
mean one has to carefully check the
copyright statuses of the other
components amalgamating in the
behind-the-scenes (BTS) footage,
including music.

Next, even if we assume Dhanush owns
the copyright to the entire work, it isn’t
an absolute right. The rights granted to
copyright holders to control access to

their work is counterbalanced by
providing certain rights to society to
access that work. Section 52 of the
Copyright Act 1957 embodies this fair
balance of rights within the copyright
system — and Indian courts have
consistently held that uses falling within
the ambit of this section don’t constitute
copyright infringement.

What is ‘fair dealing’?

The concept of ‘fair dealing’ as enshrined
in Section 52(1)(a) is pertinent. The ‘fair
dealing; section allows the people at large
to use a copyrighted work for certain
purposes as long as the use is ‘fair’. In
determining whether a use was fair, a
court may consider factors including the
extent of use of the copyrighted work and
the context of use.

In the present case, the clipping was
used for a biopic of Nayanthara. Since the
life of an actress is closely intertwined
with her films, the use of short clippings
from or related to her films may be
deemed essential.

It’s also relevant that a movie producer
may have entered into contracts to
control BTS recordings. But the producer
will have to show before a court the
contracts that restrained artists from
making or sharing BTS recordings and the
courts should also check whether they are
legally valid contracts.

The courts need to take a strong stance
against unjustified legal threats using
copyright law, particularly because
copyright infringements are also subject
to criminal remedies.

Arul George Scaria is a professor of law
at National Law School of India University,
Bengaluru.

The Dhanush-Nayanthara Dispute and Copyright Law
UT-ATaRT faarg 3R HARGE Fiefe

The copyright infringement suit initiated by Dhanush against
Nayanthara could fall into categories of either a wilful attempt to
threaten someone or an action arising out of ignorance of copyright

law.
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fFdt 1 yAF T ST & WhaT ¢ AT FURST F[A N HAWT &
3cUesT Uh HRATS & Thdl ¢l

e The 2015 film Naanum Rowdy Dhaan was directed by Vignesh Shivan, who married
Nayanthara in 2022.

2015 Rt g5 fhed alegar W32 uret 1 A faaer Raer o fovar o, Segll

2022 # FIAART G 2T H
e The film was produced by Dhanush's company Wunderbar Films.
thed 7 fHATOT a4y At FOelt gs@r fherw o fohar ol

e Nayanthara wanted to use excerpts from the film for a Netflix biopic about her life, and
claimed she had sought Dhanush’s permission two years ago but received no
response.

ATAART AT Toieal W 3R dAeffasd s & v e & 3727 AT
AT TTE T, iR 3eglel ey & regafar AP o, AfReT &) Aol gl I STATS AT
e o

e Instead, Netflix used a short video clip from behind-the-scenes footage that
Nayanthara had captured on her mobile phone.

$HG TNy, ATy o fAgEs-g-Hie Peor A & T B1d dAf3at e &1 3udier faa,
S FAIAANT o HIAT A BT R fhed & feer & Rt SFoax &r o
e Dhanush filed a copyright infringement lawsuit in response to the use of this clip.
Ul o 5 T & IUANT & T@elTh FIARGE 3earted FT JhaAT G fohaT|
e Afilmis considered a combination of various copyrightable components.
e 1 AT FrdEe AT gehl 1 Aol ATAT ST B

e Copyright law vests the copyright of a cinematographic product with its producer, but
not all copyrights related to a movie necessarily belong to the producer.

FHIIRTSE Flefel fATACNhE 3cure & AT & 9 FIRISe T ¢, dfehet e @
Tafrg Teft FdREcH Tarenfas §9 & RFATEr & arg 78 g1

e If no part of the original cinematographic work has been reproduced, the use of the
clipping is unlikely to violate the producer’s rights over the film.

Ife Aol AedAciantthes ST &1 1S fEar go: scrfed g1 fhar a2r §, o et
FT 39ANIT AATEAT F HAFRY FT 3oolted FHlel Sl TATIAT gl ol

e The copyright status of other components like music in behind-the-scenes footage
should also be checked.

fSgrSs-g-Mer oot A wolta S 3= gt T HdRrse Fufa & o S & Sl
Uyl

e Even if Dhanush owns the copyright, it is not an absolute right. Copyright law also
provides certain rights to society to access copyrighted works.

Igl o o Il U=l & arg HdRIEE 8, o I8 Ueh qof HAFR g &1 HdRISE Hlefed
Wﬁﬁﬁtﬁé’gmﬁqgu g A & FO AR 3 Tl e g

e Section 52 of the Copyright Act, 1957 allows the fair use of copyrighted works for
certain purposes.
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e The concept of fair dealing under Section 52(1)(a) permits the use of copyrighted

works, considering factors like extent of use and context of use.

UNT 52(1)(a) F ded 3 W H srauron HidREes wAf & 39AEr H segAfa S

&, o ge 3uaer Y @A 3 39T 1 Wt S FRA FT I H @I AT g

e The use of the clipping in a biopic about Nayanthara’s life might be deemed essential
due to the close relationship between an actress and her films.

TIAART & Saed W IR arRF J FANT T 3UANET TG2TF AT ST bl g,
Fifer A 3T 3THT RheAT & T 3187 Gaer gar gl

e The movie producer may have contracts to control BTS recordings, but will need to
show the contracts are legally valid.

fther fodtar & g fdvw RFiEew w1 GEfEd & & v ey & @od g, itk
3¢ 9% fa@re g 6 O gy S w9 & du

o Courts should take a strong stance against unjustified legal threats using copyright
law, as violations can have criminal remedies.

Economic hi

PCS

Prabhat Patnaik

Professor Amiya Kumar
Bagchi, who passed away
on Thursday evening, was
one of the most outstand-
ing economists, scholars,
and public intellectuals of
our time. A rebel all his life,
he left the college where he
had been admitted origi-
nally for speaking out
against some injustice, and
joined Presidency College,
Kolkata, which had a freer
atmosphere. After his Mas-
ter’s in economics from
Presidency, he went to
Cambridge University on a
West Bengal government
scholarship, where he not
only finished his doctoral
work but also joined the
Faculty of Economics and
Politics, with a Fellowship
at Jesus College.

He had started out as a
mathematical economist,
in fact a Game Theorist,
but changed course while
writing his Ph.D. disserta-
tion and, and on the advice
of one of his mentors,
turned to economic histo-

ry, a turn for which we
must be highly grateful. He
was not an economic his-
torian in the narrow sense;
rather, he was a macroeco-
nomist working on histori-
cal data.

Seeing patterns in data

While digging up new and
hitherto unavailable data
with a diligence that could
match that of the most in-
dustrious of the historians,
he saw patterns in data
which only his macroeco-
nomics could enable him
to see. He was thus an alto-
gether new kind of an eco-
nomist, au fait both in eco-
nomic theory and in
applied economics, includ-
ing economic history. The
first outstanding product
of his prodigious scholar-
ship was his book Private
Investment in India 1900-
1939, which many review-
ers, even critics unsym-
pathetic to his argument,
have compared to the
monumental works of anti-
colonial  historiography,
such as those by Dadabhai

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Amiya Kumar Bagchi

Naoroji, Romesh Chunder
Dutt, and D.R.Gadgil. This
work was followed by his
research on “Deindustriali-
zation in the Indian econo-
my in the Colonial Period”
which again provided de-
finitive evidence to clinch a
long-standing debate that
had gone on since the days
of Naoroji and Dutt.
Among his numerous
books and articles, most of
which are path-breaking,
the one that stands out for
me is a piece he wrote in
the Economic and Political
Weekly in 1972, in which he
provided a superb and ori-
ginal outline of the dialec-

tics of development and
under-development in a
historical setting in the
world economy. This
work, in its simplicity and
its persuasiveness, can be
considered a true descen-
dant of Paul Baran’s mas-
terly book The Political
Economy of Growth. It pro-
vides a pithy introduction
to the argument developed
more elaborately, though
perhaps with less imme-
diate impact, in his later
work, The Political Econo-
my of Underdevelopment.
His last magnum opus was
Perilous Passage: Mankind
and the Global Ascendency
of Capital in which he co-
vered a range of experienc-
es of countries in the Glo-
bal South, focusing on the
demographic collapse in-
itiated by imperialism.
After his stint at Cam-
bridge, Bagchi returned to
Kolkata to take up a teach-
ing position in his alma ma-
ter, the Presidency College,
from where he shifted after
some years to the then
newly established Centre

P
]

for the Study of Social
Sciences, Calcutta, of
which he subsequently be-
came the Director. A
staunch believer in Left
politics, Bagchi served for
a long time as a member
and then as the Vice-Chair-
man of the West Bengal
State Planning Board, un-
der the Left Front govern-
ment. After leaving the go-
vernment, he established
and directed the Institute
of Development Studies,
Kolkata. He remained at-
tached to this institution as
a Professor Emeritus till his
last days.

An institution-builder

Admired and respected by
legions of students whom
he taught and guided for
Ph.D. work, he was an in-
stitution-builder who was
an institution himself. He
was a pioneer who re-esta-
blished on a firmer footing
the propositions first ad-
vanced by the Indian na-
tionalist writers, and in the
process illuminated with
extraordinary clarity the

storian Amiya Kumar Bagchi passes away

workings of imperialism in
producing underdevelop-
ment.

All his life however Bag-
chi remained loyal to Kol-
kata, never permanently
leaving this favourite city
of his, even though he had
numerous ofters of presti-
gious jobs elsewhere, in-
cluding in Delhi. Indeed,
he was for a long time a re-
markable bridge between
Kolkata and Cambridge, a
friend of distinguished
Cambridge economists like
Maurice Dobb, Piero Sraf-
fa, Richard Goodwin, and
Joan Robinson; he also
took great pleasure in lis-
tening to Rabindra Sangeet
and discussing the latest
poem of Shakti Chattopad-
hyay (his exact contempor-
ary) and the latest play of
Utpal Dutt. Above all ho-
wever, he never lost his
faith in a future where
there will be a world free of
exploitation.

Prabhat Patnaik is Professor
Emeritus, Centre for Economic
Studies and Planning, JNU



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

FICH Tl HATEAT Fleeh! YATHAT & [WATH Teh AT T I0AT A1RT, Fifeh
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Economic historian Amiya Kumar Bagchi passes
away

A+ FfaemsR IAA FAR aEET F1 @y

Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi, who passed away on Thursday evening, was one of the
most outstanding economists, scholars, and public intellectuals of our time.
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A rebel all his life, he left the college where he had been admitted originally for speaking
out against some injustice, and joined Presidency College, Kolkata, which had a freer
atmosphere.

39l Sfiael X Ueh FAREY, 3egiel Tore shiclst & ugel aTf@elr form o, a8l $o 3=
& f@ars e & SROT 38 o1 fgar 3R 9RaEH@ wres, Fiawar J aiff & a1,

8T U 31 Tadd Al Tl

After his Master’s in economics from Presidency, he went to Cambridge University

on a West Bengal government scholarship, where he not only finished his doctoral

work but also joined the Faculty of Economics and Politics, with a Fellowship at Jesus
College.

WA Frae T ITAET H ARCH F 91E, 7 FiFesr Rrafdeamey 7w, gRgq s
WHR $T BEGT T, ST6T 3wl o dhaol el SFReT HIA HATCT [T, diceh SHaw
Flaal # Teh Bollf AT & A1 3medemes AR Toreifa fasmer 7 off enfAer g arv)

He had started out as a mathematical economist, in fact a Game Theorist, but
changed course while writing his Ph.D. dissertation and, on the advice of one of his
mentors, turned to economic history.

3egiel AV Jrdermest & & & e N, aead F v AF LARTE, Afdhet 391
WW%’@?W@W?WWWHM@*N & g W, 3751
nfde sfagm fr 3 T@ Fam

His first outstanding product of his prodigious scholarship was his book Private
Investment in India 1900-1939, which many reviewers, even critics unsympathetic to
his argument, have compared to the monumental works of anticolonial historiography,
such as those by Dadabhai Naoroji, Romesh Chunder Dutt, and D.R. Gadgil.

3eTehT STeReed fae@ar &I 9gell 7@ 3cdle 3! fhdld Private Investment in India
1900-1939 &Y, I #3 THreThl o, TgT do Toh 3 dohl & Ufd TAGHAT Meirdehl o
o, vderafae sfagraeas & TARST wrf & Jolar 1 8, S gremg SRS, wer
g &d, 3R AR, T3 F F1|
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e This work was followed by his research on "Deindustrialization in the Indian economy
in the Colonial Period" which again provided definitive evidence to clinch a long-
standing debate that had gone on since the days of Naoroji and Dutt.

S F & d1G 3egid "3ufadelt Frer F ARy srdegavar # oo Ate@ifrimor A
AT W Y mam, T Y @ aksh iR ga & ol & 9 W ve odl sgq @i
fAuiaes gAToT e far|

e Among his humerous books and articles, most of which are path-breaking, the one that
stands out for me is a piece he wrote in the Economic and Political Weekly in 1972, in
which he provided a superb and original outline of the dialectics of development and
under-development in a historical setting in the world economy.

3Rt S frdrel 3R o@h #, s & 3R q-gedie §, 96 o@ S #g Ay &9
¥ IIg 3TAT §, 98 3+gisl Economic and Political Weekly & 1972 & for@r T, o
3ogiel [T 3rdcaaryr & Ufagiie dest 7 fawmm 3R srfawm @ Aucas wikar

%I Teh QAR IR Ao @t s fhar Tl

e His last magnum opus was Perilous Passage: Mankind and the Global Ascendency
of Capital, in which he covered a range of experiences of countries in the Global
South, focusing on the demographic collapse initiated by imperialism.

3eTeh! & Hgcaqul &id Perilous Passage: Mankind and the Global Ascendency
of Capital &, [ E# 3eglal Fallael 3T & AT & 37I3Tal I Teh H@oll AT Hha foha,
S graTsare GaRT 3cded AAAITEIHIT Tdel N &A1 Higd fahar|

e After his stint at Cambridge, Bagchi returned to Kolkata to take up a teaching position in
his alma mater, the Presidency College, from where he shifted after some years to the
then newly established Centre for the Study of Social Sciences, Calcutta, of which he
subsequently became the Director.

HIPTST H 37UeN 3rafer & aTe, STl Hrewrar oie R 3o A dEAr IRASH Frerer
# RILTOT 1 Y& T, STET § FS a8t dlg 3egi FUMU Centre for the Study of
Social Sciences, Calcutta & TAAART 8l & §1¢ ST [AGAF & & & H1F fma|

e A staunch believer in Left politics, Bagchi served for a long time as a member and then
as the Vice-Chairman of the West Bengal State Planning Board, under the Left
Front government.

Jd¥e ToAfa & o 99T @ gtk I o o AT doh IRGH 99T Usd AYoTelT
AL > e 3 T 3uregeT s &7 & Jqar ¥, dFe We TFHER & dgd|

e After leaving the government, he established and directed the Institute of Development
Studies, Kolkata.

TWHR T gcol o dIG, 3oalel Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata @I TATI=T T
3R sEs AR & & F FT |

e He remained attached to this institution as a Professor Emeritus till his last days.
3ol U MY feedl T 58 AU & WHA TAEH & & H 3T |

e Aninstitution-builder, admired and respected by legions of students whom he taught
and guided for Ph.D. work, he was an institution himself.

T GEY AT, S 3egla Ramr 3R dvad a7 & for Anfeds fRar, 3a
EaRT 9T AR FFATfId ol f 937 FEar o, 98 T Th §EA
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e He was a pioneer who re-established on a firmer footing the propositions first advanced
by the Indian nationalist writers, and in the process illuminated with extraordinary
clarity the workings of imperialism in producing underdevelopment.

96 T IgVeF ¥ fSirgisl AR TSEIamard) Sl carT qgel TEd Tl @l
A & YoT: T T, 3R 58 UishdT & WATSIAIG & HIaT Y HATUROT
TOSeAT ¥ 39PR foham, St srfaemy der avat & Tgrae |

e All his life however, Bagchi remained loyal to Kolkata, never permanently leaving this
favourite city of his, even though he had numerous offers of prestigious jobs elsewhere,
including in Delhi.

gTelifch ST & 39T T il rererel & 9 fsararey W& gU foarmm, 3ogiel aft
Y 39 O Y & TARN §7 A AL DT, gTdifd 3¢ feoel AR 3T ST9ET & g
gfdfSsd AleRal & g&da f@a 4

e Indeed, he was for a long time a remarkable bridge between Kolkata and Cambridge, a
friend of distinguished Cambridge economists like Maurice Dobb, Piero Sraffa,
Richard Goodwin, and Joan Robinson;

AT H, 98 9 HAY T Hloleplal IR FPaer & I v efadT ag 3,
distinguished ¥ f¥ser srdanféat i A sfa, AT arer, Rag i, 3k SNarer
g & A7 O

e He also took great pleasure in listening to Rabindra Sangeet and discussing the latest

poem of Shakti Chattopadhyay (his exact contemporary) and the latest play of Utpal
Dutt.

3gie iy welte oot 3R afda T (S 3% FFae &) i AdeTaHT

FHiaar 3R Icud a8 & FdAdH Alch I TAT W J T 3 o)
e Above all, however, he never lost his faith in a future where there will be a world free of

exploitation. Jfdhd TIH TG, 3ol T o v VF s1fasy & 39ar A+ Adl
@I, STET AT § HFT Teh glerar gram|
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In Busan, India says it will not
back ‘use’ of plastic alternatives

Though the national stand is against plastic waste and for alternative materials, country will not allow itself to be ‘pushed
into using certain products or materials’ during global plastic talks; despite four days of negotiations, disagreements prevail

|GS Paper llI: Environment |

Jacob Koshy
BUSAN

hile India may
Whave banned

single-use plas-
tic in 2022 and called for
employing “sustainable”
alternatives, the nation has
struck a contradictory note
at the ongoing UN-led Glo-
bal Plastic Treaty negotia-
tions here.

During formal submis-
sions on Thursday, India
said that while it “encour-
ages the research, innova-
tion, and development of
sustainable  alternatives
and non-plastic substi-
tutes”, it would rather not
support the “use” of these
products, technologies,
and services.

India has pushed back
against a suggestion by the
Chair of the Intergovern-
mental Negotiating Com-
mittee (INC-5) to “reduce
the use of primary plastic
polymers and associated
chemicals of concern in
plastic products”. Chemi-
cals of concern are used in
making goods but which
are associated with harm.

Semantics at play
While the reasoning be-
hind India’s stance was not

becoming waste within a year, only about 20% is collected. H. viBHU

spelt out, these submis-
sions are not cast in stone.
Sources privy to the nego-
tiations told The Hindu that
the word “use” smacked of
irritation at being told
what to do.

While India’s national
stand was against plastic
waste and pollution and
promoting alternative, sus-
tainable materials, India
would not allow itself to be
“pushed into using” cer-
tain products or materials,
they said. However, word-
ing could change and de-
pending on how the nego-
tiations progressed, more
conciliatory terms could
be considered, the sources
said. Single-use plastics are

only a subset of the wide
variety of plastics made
from polymer, and diffe-
rent grades of plastic lend
themselves to varying de-
grees of recycling.

In its multiple submis-
sions on Thursday, India
stressed that any final
agreement on addressing
plastic pollution should
not contravene other mul-
tilateral agreements;
should respect “national
priorities, capabilities and
priorities and right to deve-
lopment”; and “develop-
ing countries must get fi-
nancial and technical
assistance including tech-
nology transfer in line with
the principle of common

but differentiated responsi-
bilities”. The latter is a
principle derived from cli-
mate negotiations, where
developed countries,
which are counted as res-
ponsible for emitting the
bulk of atmospheric car-
bon, are asked to pay up
for minimising future glo-
bal emissions.

Plastic alternatives
There is little clarity on
whether sustainable alter-
natives to plastic exist.
While India has, on paper,
allowed the use of “biode-
gradable” and “composta-
ble” plastic, lack of clarity
on whether such plastic is
actually degradable and
whether compostable ver-
sions are being composted
has hindered their wides-
pread adoption. Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi has
frequently worn jackets
made from recycled PET
bottles and spoken about
the benefits of doing so.
An investigation by the
Centre for Science and En-
vironment estimates that
since 2022, nearly 24 mil-
lion tonnes of plastic pack-
aging has been introduced
into India with a mechani-
cal recycling capacity of
only 9.8 million tonnes. Of

the 15 million tonnes of
plastic that are used in con-
sumer products and be-
come waste within a year,
only about 20% is collect-
ed. While this is not a un-
iquely Indian problem, the
inability to manage plastic
waste after it is used as a
product has led to calls,
such as in the INC negotia-
tions, to check the produc-
tion of plastic itself.

The INC-5 Chair, Luis
Vayas Valdivieso, before
the start of negotiations on
Monday, presented a text,
called a “non paper”, that
laid out a reference docu-
ment containing 32 “Arti-
cles” dealing with multiple
dimensions of plastic
waste, pollution, and curb-
ing sources of production.

While countries are lar-
gely on board, there are
disagreements. China, In-
dia, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Iraq, and the U.S. see
the cessation of plastic pro-
duction as potentially dis-
ruptive, so there has been
pushback, though this is
nuanced and varies coun-
try by country. The net re-
sult is that every sentence
in the 18-page document is
contested, with countries
demanding their own
modifications.

India's Stand on Plastic Alternatives in Global

Talks

AR & Tdldel Collieesd drdr & Colfted fQdeul

ELSKXC)

India banned single-use plastic in 2022 and called for sustainable

alternatives.
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AR A 2022 # Rare-ggr confeesd W yfaay a@eman 3k waa Reweul
&I gHIed HI|

e India participated in the UN-led Global Plastic Treaty negotiations in Busan.
HRd & JUA-aAcfea aTell Tolael CaTieesd WA araiait & qarer & smer form|

e India encourages research, innovation, and development of sustainable
alternatives and non-plastic substitutes.

R Faa fawedt iR In-carf¥es et & seqeene, Famr iR G w1 agrar
CoURd

e India refused to support the “use” of certain products and materials during the
negotiations.

AR o a3t & SRl o Scurer 3R AATIRT & “F9Aer &1 gAdT w § sARR
e

¢ India pushed back against a suggestion by the Chair of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee (INC-5) to reduce the use of primary plastic polymers and
associated chemicals.

HRA o gexoaeified AMRAATET FAL (INC-5) & HEI8T aRT &l 5 39 Hollg Hl
e frar Sae arafAs caffes gifadR 3R gefdd =t & 39Aer & e &1

JEAT AT

e Chemicals of concern are harmful chemicals used in plastic products.
Raea® WA 3 gIfaeRs T & S Tollies 3caral & 3939 8 81

e India’s stance is that it does not want to be “pushed into using” certain products
during global plastic discussions.

R FE@ & foh a8 dRash collites T3 A F& 3ol & "I9ANr & T et
T T ST A

e India wants a final agreement on plastic pollution to respect national priorities,
capabilities, and the right to development.

AR gt ¢ o callites ey W 3ifad arsiiar wsdrr arafisanst, swanit ik
e & IFR FT TFATT FL

e India stressed the need for financial and technical assistance, including technology
transfer for developing countries.

AR & [eraeia gt & forw snfde st asidr aeraan, Sras vigaifaehr gearaor
Fr 3aeTHRAT W IR T

¢ India emphasized the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, similar
to climate negotiations.

AR o A dfFe Rafea Seeal & Reuia w g &, St Serarg ardr &
AT &
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e There is little clarity on whether sustainable alternatives to plastic exist.
TTieeh & fov Aad fawedl & g T Sgd FA Faeear gl
¢ India has allowed the use of "biodegradable" and "compostable” plastics, but there is

uncertainty about whether these plastics are actually degradable or if compostable
versions are being composted.

AR o "IRABASTA 3N FOERTer conf¥es & 3w & aegAfa & B, AT a8
Tose 8T g [ FI1 A cafifesd aedd H Wse AT § AT FAT HUeTd HEHIUN hr
AT FURE fohar ST TET &

¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has frequently worn jackets made from recycled PET
bottles and spoken about the benefits of doing so.

T siig A o 3R QA™IF PET aldel & §aF Sidhe U8 & 3R 39 JhR
Il P BIEIh dR H a1 T gl

e Aninvestigation by the Centre for Science and Environment estimates that since
2022, nearly 24 million tonnes of plastic packaging has been introduced into India,
with a mechanical recycling capacity of only 9.8 million tonnes.

e PR AIHH US TAARISAC 1 U ofid & IHJdR 2022 F, R H oITe79T 24
fAfTa o canites Y&foor o 15 §, Siafe aifds s aqdr oo 9.8 AfeasT
a5l

e Of the 15 million tonnes of plastic used in consumer products that become waste within
a year, only about 20% is collected.

15 fAfoge e cariTes § O S 3UHEAT 3cUrer H 39T 8ld ¢ 3R T a¥ &7 R

H gco I &, ol T 20% Thiad fomam Srar &
o Plastic waste management after use remains a challenge, leading to calls for
checking plastic production itself.

W%mmmmwgﬁmgm%,mwmmaﬁﬁ
T Fer &7 AT FHr o7 W@ L

e The INC-5 Chair, Luis Vayas Valdivieso, presented a "non-paper" before
negotiations, containing 32 Articles on plastic waste, pollution, and curbing production
sources.

INC-5 & 3TeqeT, I3H aIIW aMfeafduar o ardi3il & ugel "alie-9u3” ger o, foes
CelliEceh e, HGNUT, AR 3culesT &l &l i ste w 3meria 32 s J|

o Countries like China, India, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Irag, and the U.S. see the
cessation of plastic production as potentially disruptive.

e, ARG, T, T34 3R, &1, 3UF 3R IANFT AT 22T &7 #A=w § & confees
3cUTeeT T §¢ el fAueaA®RI & ThdT &l

e The 18-page document is contested, with countries demanding their own
modifications.

18 qs3t &1 g¥aTaSt faariee &, oras et o 37oely Walerer dhr & &r g
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Lithuanian
drama Toxic
wins Golden
Peacock

[PCs |
The Hindu Bureau
PANA]JI

The 55th edition of the In-
ternational Film Festival of
India (IFFI), which was
kick-started with a star-
studded opening ceremo-
ny at the Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Indoor Stadium
in Panaji, on Wednesday
has come to a close.

The nine-day festival
presented over 180 inter-
national titles from 81
countries, which include
16 premieres in World,
three in International, 43
in Asian, and 109 in Indian
categories.

Toxic won the Golden
Peacock Award for the Best
Film for “exploring adoles-
cence and the harsh reali-
ties of growing up in an
economically deprived so-
ciety” Toxic is the debut
feature of Saulé Bliuvaite, a
Lithuanian filmmaker.

Vikrant Massey won the
Indian Film Personality of
the Year award. The actor
had starred in 12th Fail, the
blockbuster Hindi film of
2023. Bogdan Muresanu
won the best director
award for his Romanian
tragic comedy The New
Year That Never Came.
Australian director Phillip
Noyce received the Satyajit
Ray Lifetime Achievement
Award for his pioneering
cinematic legacy.
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Lithuanian Drama Toxic Wins Golden
Peacock

fryanfaras s Toxic F Mesar Nwiw
REHR @

. The 55th edition of the International Film Festival of India
(IFFI) was inaugurated with a star-studded opening ceremony at the Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Indoor Stadium in Panaji on Wednesday.

AR HRTAT Reear #@ewa (IFFI) T 5537 FEHIOT JUAR T qOTSH
feua 31, eam yarE AEst 3% REFAH A e wER-wess 3queq
ARG & I IR §3T|

o The nine-day festival presented over 180 international titles from

81 countries, including 16 premieres in World, 3 in International, 43 in
Asian, and 109 in Indian categories.

Ig &t feadr Agicad 81 &t & 180 @ Irfaw radiedr efde veqa
foraT, s g T W 16 HifAwR, siaisdT & 3, v & 43, 31k
ST Aot & 109 nfAer A

. Toxic won the Golden Peacock Award for the Best Film for
“exploring adolescence and the harsh realities of growing up in an
economically deprived society.”

Toxic &l FaAss Rerr & v Mesad fipid [EHR Hell, S “frelRraear
IR e e T T N gaa & 92 8 T FoR aredidsharsit &t
3SR = & foT 2|

. Toxic is the debut feature of Saulé Bliuvaité, a Lithuanian
filmmaker.

Toxic At seharse earT HERIT ven farganfaars feewr fatar & geolr
FrR fhed B

. Vikrant Massey won the Indian Film Personality of the Year
award for his role in the blockbuster Hindi film 12th Fail (2023).

fawia A 1 o Rew TR 3% § $IX REAR e, S
3ol 2023 FT sclihae f@er fhed 12th Fail & 319a 3@ & fow
gred  fRam|

. Bogdan Muresanu won the Best Director award for his
Romanian tragic comedy The New Year That Never Came.

SNTETeT FXATY T 37Tl UATHAATS ¢oTeh AT The New Year That
Never Came & oI waass faders REpr e




www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

e Australian director Phillip Noyce received the Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement
Award for his pioneering cinematic legacy.

sreefoars s AT Aga & 309 IR RaaAr e & for aegsha ¥
maﬁaﬁzmwgm

Farmers must get high-quality seeds,

fertilizer

[Pcs

A. M. Jigeesh
VARANASI

The 13th National Seed
Congress, a three-day con-
clave of policymakers,
scientists, and farmers that
began here on Thursday, is
seeking transformative so-
lutions, especially in the
wake of climate change
and increasing diseases in
various crops.

While the seed industry
demanded “one nation,
one licence” to promote
research and development
and use of hybrid seeds in-
troduced by the private
sector, the Union govern-
ment said it was commit-
ted to ensuring best-quali-
ty seeds for farmers.

The main organisers of
the seed congress are the
Union Agriculture Minis-
try, Uttar Pradesh Agricul-
ture Ministry, International
Rice Research Institute (IR-
RI), National Seed Re-
search and Training

1A d x .r— :_,4;‘:'/?:%’?;» ' [ 4

o

Union Agriculture Minister says that there can be no greater service
to agriculture than providing good seeds to farmers. MOORTHY.M

Centre, and Federation of
Seed Industries of India
(FSSI). Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who addressed
the gathering virtually, said
the most critical factor for
farming was good seeds.
“If we are able to provide
good seeds to the farmers
then there can be no grea-
ter service to agriculture
than this,” he said and
asked officials to take strict
action against those who

provide low quality seeds
and fertilizers to farmers.
The Minister released an
“Abstract Compendium”
and the “Rice Fallow Web-
page and Atlas” for Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
and West Bengal. Yvonne
Pinto, Director-General,
IRRI, said the theme of the
seed congress — “Fostering
regional cooperation, part-
nerships, and knowledge
in the seed sector” — could
not be more relevant as the

S, says Agriculture Minister

world faced challenges
such as climate change,
food insecurity, and the

need for sustainable
agriculture.
Talking to The Hindu on

the sidelines, FSII Chair-
man Ajai Rana said the
private sector spent 10% of
its income on research and
development.

“We have requested the
Centre to bring a policy of
one nation, one licence by
accepting data from com-
panies from different agri-
climatic zones. If the data
are verified and accepted,
we don’t have to deal with
the difficulties of obtaining
licences in every State,” he
said, and added that priv-
ate seed companies were
working on hybrid seeds
that are resistant to pink
bollworm, a major pest
that affects cotton crops.
“But policies have become
an impediment to test the
results of these innova-
tions.” he said.

Farmers Must Get High-Quality Seeds, Fertilizers,

Says Agriculture Minister

F 7 F1 Fgom ¢ & fFaEr F 3T qUrEEr arer e
IR 3&RF AT afee
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o The 13th National Seed Congress, a three-day conclave of policymakers, scientists,
and farmers, began on Thursday and seeks transformative solutions, especially in the
wake of climate change and increasing diseases in various crops.

13at TAT A FAw, S A AT, danfaet AR e w1 A e
FFAST &, AR T AT G 3R FTerarg IRaers AR et wael 7 sgcr St
% HeH H IRAITPRI FATYTA T Tl FT IET ¢l

e The seed industry demanded "one nation, one licence" to promote research and
development and use of hybrid seeds introduced by the private sector.

SIS 3ENT o "TF U, TF ABRE H AL I § AR egHYT HR e @ aerar
feam s @k 3R S &7 garT g o AT H@e Sl F 3uAET R S TRl

e The Union government said it was committed to ensuring best-quality seeds for

farmers.
&g WHR & Tl 6 a5 fFae & e sepse v a dis e & & oo
gidecy gl

e« The main organisers of the seed congress are the Union Agriculture Ministry, Uttar
Pradesh Agriculture Ministry, International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), National
Seed Research and Training Centre, and Federation of Seed Industries of India
(FSSI).

AT FEAE & LT AR ¢ FAT FY FHA@E, IO QU FY FHA@F, HaTsET
AIae ITHUT FEU (IRRI), TET dier Iregaee 3R afetor &, 3R ova & @i
3ANT AgTHY (FSSI)|

e Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who addressed the gathering
virtually, said the most critical factor for farming was good seeds.

Fra s 7 Ravs R e, Segla 3merdt &9 & o & F@aifea foran, o e
foh P & foIT e FAgcaqol dea 3= dir &

e He said, "If we are able to provide good seeds to the farmers, then there can be no
greater service to agriculture than this," and asked officials to take strict action against
those who provide low-quality seeds and fertilizers.

37gial gl, "30R §H fharel I 3 fisl Jeld el H Tefd gid &, ¥ & fav
Y F37 HIS AT AgT &1 Forar,” 3R IV § 39 A9l & WAh FoR FRAS
I B gl S R I et quraer arer Aot IR 3EF veT = £

e The Minister released an “Abstract Compendium” and the “Rice Fallow Webpage
and Atlas” for Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and West Bengal.

FA F “WRIT Hehelel” 3R “a1aer & IaFer dadsr AR veaw” # [WER, odTe,
AR@s, 3R IREH T & v SRy R

e Yvonne Pinto, Director-General, IRRI, said the theme of the seed congress, “Fostering
regional cooperation, partnerships, and knowledge in the seed sector,” could not
be more relevant as the world faced challenges such as climate change, food
insecurity, and the need for sustainable agriculture.

g9l A, AeAF-FTo e, IRRI, ¥ &gl & dIoT F39 1 fw, ‘e g, gEier)
I AT & & A F Forar o, HWUF grEfAw AL @ weher FifH gl
Serarg IRad, @ed Gt 3R Tdd F S AT FT THAT FIAT 95 @ ©
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o Talking to The Hindu on the sidelines, FSII Chairman Ajai Rana said the private sector
spent 10% of its income on research and development.

TheHinduﬁmaﬂﬁngsua'qﬁamwﬁmﬁ:ﬁsﬁa%zramﬁmw

10% 3reTaee AR RAF | Td X gl
e He added that the private seed companies were working on hybrid seeds that are
resistant to pink bollworm, a major pest that affects cotton crops.

38l gl b fAer et El?clﬁﬁ?l?lﬁf Mg (pink bollworm) & 9feRTE Fht el W
HH FT TG 8, SN FIE FY HHA I GAIA e dlell T GH{G Hie g

e However, he mentioned that policies have become an impediment to test the results of
these innovations.

gTeilfeh, 3egia gl & ANfAAT 37 FAaRT & IRUMAT T GNET0T A H AT g IS

gl

Stigma of HIV and birth of
biomedical waste regulations

In 1983, two scien

s, Luc Montagnier and Robert Gallo, had independently identified the virus responsible for AIDS. By the mid-1980s, HIVAIDS was viewed as a biological

death sentence. The viruss primary target is immune cells, and medical intervention was extraordinarily challenging then. The epidemic rapidly became a symbol of fear

C. Aravinda

n August 1987, the beaches of the

United States witnessed a chilling

phenomenon dubbed the “Syringe

Tide.” Used syringes and other
medical waste, such as blood vials and
body tissues, began appearing on the
Jersey shore and New York City beaches
along the Atlantic coast. The sight of
children playing with syringes became a
vivid image that spurred a national
outcry. The scene, reminiscent of a
biological apocalypse, rattled the
American public.

The disaster was traced back to New
York City’s improper waste disposal,
dumping hazardous refuse into fresh
landfills (now closed). Though hospital
waste has always been unpleasant, its
hazardous potential was grossly

d i d. This incident Ided in
the shadow of HIV-AIDS epidemic as a
mounting crisis. Just four years earlier, in
1983, two scientists, Luc Montagnier from
France and Robert Gallo from the United
States, had independently identified the
virus responsible for AIDS. By the
mid-1980s, HIV/AIDS was viewed as a
biological death sentence, with little hope
for a cure or vaccine. The virus’s primary
target is immune cells, and medical
intervention was extraordinarily
challenging then. The epidemic rapidly
became a symbol of fear, ignorance, and
stigma.

The stigma around HIV, fuelled by a
lack of understanding and rampant
misinformation, was palpable. Syringes
on the shorelines were not just a sanitary
issue anymore. With the beaches
deserted, tourism suffered immensely,
leading to economic losses of up to $7.7
billion. The stigma surrounding HIV,
linked with syringes and hospital waste,
amplified public anxiety. The confluence
of these events-the syringe tide and the
HIV epidemic-created a perfect storm.

Public outrage mounted, pushing the
Ronald Reagan administration to act. In
1988, the United States passed the Medical
Waste Tracking Act, introducing stringent
guidelines for medical waste disposal.
This was the first time hospital waste was
formally categorised as hazardous,
requiring systematic regulation and
oversight.

The Act marked a turning point,
shaping public health policies and
environmental safety norms in the years
to come. This legislation introduced
stringent regulations for the handling,
transporting, and disposing of medical
waste, forever changing the healthcare

system’s approach to waste

Silent hazard: Alleged medical waste found near Coimbatore Corporation limits. FILE PHOTO

>, 4

ishandling of bi dical waste

dical waste reforms.

India’s journey
While the United States responded swiftly
to the syringe tide in the backdrop of the
HIV crisis, India’s path to addressing
biomedical waste management was
slower and marked by distinct challenges.
In 1986, India took its first major step
toward environmental protection by
enacting the Environmental Protection
Act, almost 40 years after gaining
independence. Coincidentally, 1986 was
the year in which the HIV case in India
was identified at Madras Medical College
in India. However, hospital waste was not
yet recognised as hazardous. The
Hazardous Waste (Management and
Handling) Rules of 1989 did not mention
biomedical waste, missing an opportunity
for regulation. Thereby leaving
biomedical waste disposal to local bodies.
The inadequacies of this system
became glaring in the 1990s, particularly
in urban areas like Delhi, where pollution
levels were soaring. In the landmark case
of Dr. B.L. Wadehra vs. Union of India
(1996), the Supreme Court lamented that
the capital city of Delhi had turned into
an “open garbage dump.” The judgment
spurred nationwide conversations about
waste management, including the critical

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

still poses risks, particularly in
resource-limited settings.
kel e

care pr C
to face occupational hazards.
the progress made is undeni:

Biomedical waste management in India
has come a long way since the 1990s. The
rules have undergone four amendments,
with major updates in 2016 and minor
revisions in 2020, reflecting the evolving

issue of biomedical waste. This judicial

de in waste

technology. Stringent protocols are in
place today, ensuring that hospital waste
is segregated, treated, and disposed of

intervention spurred legisl. action. In
1998, Parliament introduced the
iomedical Waste and

sp
However, challenges remain.
ishandling of biomedical waste still

Handling) Rules, marking the first time
hospital waste was recognised as
hazardous and distinct. The Act
empowered the Central and State
Pollution Control Boards to monitor and
regulate waste disposal, ushering in an
era of accountability.

The HIV link

In hindsight, the discovery of HIV and the
associated public fear catalysed a global
reckoning with healthcare practices. For
India, it highlighted the urgent need to
protect not just the environment but also
the occupational health of its medical
workforce. While India charted its own
course, it is undeniable that the global
response to HIV and the lessons from the
U.S. influenced the trajectory of

poses risks, particularly in rural and
resource-limited settings. Healthcare
professionals continue to face
occupational hazards, and gaps in
compliance persist. Yet, the progress
made is undeniable.

The story of biomedical waste
management reminds us that progress
often emerges from the depths of crisis.
The stigma, fear, and tragedy surrounding
HIV/AIDS indirectly gave rise to a cleaner,
safer healthcare environment. In the
words of Winston Churchill, “Never let a
good crisis go to waste”, and so was the
HIV crisis.

(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and public
health physician. The views expressed are
personal.
aravindaaiimsjriO@hotmail.com)

@PATRIOTICIAS
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In 1988, the U.S. passed the
Medical Waste Tracking Act,
introducing stringent
guidelines for medical waste
disposal

v

In 1986, India took its first
major step toward
environmental protection by
enacting the Environmental
Protection Act. Coincidentally,
1986 was the year in which the
HIV case in India was identified

v

In 1998, Parliament introduced
the Biomedical Waste
(Management and Handling)
Rules, marking the first time
hospital waste was recognised
as hazardous and distinct. The
Act empowered the Central
and State Pollution Control
Boards to monitor and regulate
waste disposal
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Stigma of HIV and birth of biomedical waste
regulations

TIIED T Fod 3 AT R F9u [ar &1
ST H

In 1983, two scientists, Luc Montagnier and Robert
Gallo, had independently identified the virus
responsible for AIDS.

1983 #, a1 d=mforel, qF AlerFeay 3R Wae den, &
AT T ¥ UsH & v QFAgR arRy €1 ggarr

oY
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By the mid-1980s, HIV/AIDS was viewed as a biological death sentence.
1980 & HET aF, TIMSA/TSH &1 Sifdeh Heg &3 & &I H @ el 1|

The virus’s primary target is immune cells, and medical intervention was extraordinarily
challenging then.

dRRE &1 ALY oy i FRFC ¢, 3R 38 g7 Rfhcar gedeid araror &
A FeAlcioT |

The epidemic rapidly became a symbol of fear, ignorance, and stigma.
HAETHART STedl A 3T, AT, 3R deleh T Idleh df IS |

In August 1987, the beaches of the United States witnessed a chilling phenomenon
dubbed the “Syringe Tide.”

ITET 1987 H, WIFA U FANFT & T el W Toh WA weanr @ 715 5
‘RN ege” Far |
Used syringes and other medical waste, such as blood vials and body tissues,

began appearing on the Jersey shore and New York City beaches along the Atlantic
coast.

s RARer 3k 3 Rfcar Fawr, 5l W@ i dide 3R R & Fa, sl ae ik
AIH AT F TG el W Hedifesd ac F @y @S & a9

The sight of children playing with syringes became a vivid image that spurred a national
outcry.

RS & @1y Tord sTdl FT T TH Sidd Bfd a9 347, 8 Tserg iy &1 Sea
feam

The disaster was traced back to New York City’s improper waste disposal, dumping
hazardous refuse into fresh landfills (now closed).
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SH 3TUCT T Ul 7 qq1d AT & Iedd He’l fAger & o, (@ gaiels & drsl
dsfhew (S 319 &g &) & srem 13T AT

e This incident unfolded in the shadow of the HIV-AIDS epidemic as a mounting crisis.
wmwm@-wmﬁﬁﬁaﬁwaﬁg@ﬂw%mﬁmaﬂél

o Just four years earlier, in 1983, two scientists, Luc Montagnier from France and Robert

Gallo from the United States, had independently identified the virus responsible for
AIDS.

99 R A Ygl, 1983 H, a1 =Aieient, o AIeIFerax (wid) 3R e Aat (Fgwd w7
AR, A FTadT ¥T F 0H & fov [FFAGR a—RA &1 ggareT &r o)

e The stigma around HIV, fueled by a lack of understanding and rampant misinformation,
was palpable.

Waﬁa%éammwm,ﬁmﬁmaﬂwwgmmﬁmm
TAqsC AT|
e Syringes on the shorelines were not just a sanitary issue anymore.

g et RN 39 A% v Taeodr gaer =4 © T8 ol

e With the beaches deserted, tourism suffered immensely, leading to economic losses
of up to $7.7 billion.

TAg el & FAd gl $ HROT, T Pl 55 TohdTer g37, foradt $7.7 faferas I
T AT S[HETT g3

e The stigma surrounding HIV, linked with syringes and hospital waste, amplified public
anxiety.

TS & U &I Feieh, ST ARG 3N IF9drer & FI A ST A1, A FiAsi=ih
f¥ar &1 ser

e The confluence of these events—the syringe tide and the HIV epidemic—created a
perfect storm.

goT Tea3i o FIA-TARS €8 3R vaamdd Few—a U qul g der |
e Public outrage mounted, pushing the Ronald Reagan administration to act.

SAdT T TR o, T VelTes NI T T FEs Fd & fow aRkT frar

ITT|

e In 1988, the United States passed the Medical Waste Tracking Act, introducing
stringent guidelines for medical waste disposal.

1988 #, WgFA T IANFT o ARFa ave ¢ vae urw fovar, ot Rifscam s
fAgers & fow #HoR ferm-fAder awr e |

e This was the first time hospital waste was formally categorized as hazardous, requiring
systematic regulation and oversight.

IE UEol SR AT SId TS hl el ARG T F Felelld & § H afiehel
forar o, T forv caafRya fagas 3k AR $r smaegswar o

e The Act marked a turning point, shaping public health policies and environmental
safety norms in the years to come.

I Jfufaas e A on, 5 3 are avt e waeer sifedt 3k gafawor
F&TT AH! T IHR &)
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e This legislation introduced stringent regulations for the handling, transporting, and
disposing of medical waste, forever changing the healthcare system’s approach to waste
management.

$H ol o Tfehcar weTX & gsfolr, aRags, iR Aders & fav Hor gt &
QB3N T, fSHeT TAELT @I YOIl o el Feelel fScehlor &l gARM o fow
seer feam|

India’s journey
R T ITaT

e While the United States responded swiftly to the syringe tide in the backdrop of the HIV
crisis, India’s path to addressing biomedical waste management was slower and
marked by distinct challenges.

HFT T AN 7 v woe & woof A RS egs & ufa ash & wfafkr 4,
TE HRA 7 S Rfehcar Hery gateT a1 AeT €A ar 3R sHA faRise geifaar
ot |

e In 1986, India took its first major step toward environmental protection by enacting the
Environmental Protection Act, almost 40 years after gaining independence.

1986 H, HRT o TIGAAT UTSd el & oTITHIT 40 AT I1¢ GATGIOT HI&TOT FRAATH i

I Feh YATAROT FI&TUT bl &R H U1 Ygoll YW Hhed 3o

e Coincidentally, 1986 was the year in which the HIV case in India was identified at
Madras Medical College in India.

el AT , 1986 I d¥ AT SId $RA H TIHTEAY HT HATHAT AGIH AfSF Fiotor
EREIGINEIRIN!

e However, hospital waste was not yet recognized as hazardous.
gTcllTeh, 3TEqdTel T FuT 313 TF WcRaidh & &7 F AIIT Wed =gl |

e The Hazardous Waste (Management and Handling) Rules of 1989 did not mention
biomedical waste, missing an opportunity for regulation.

1989 & WaRATh FT (Yaes 31X gsfoier) s d s Rfecar R &1 3co@
ot o1, foad fAfwds &1 3 g I
e Thereby leaving biomedical waste disposal to local bodies.

sH% IRUMATTRY Sifds RAfecar FR1 fAues T st & g o fear

e The inadequacies of this system became glaring in the 1990s, particularly in urban areas
like Delhi, where pollution levels were soaring.

g YOTTell T IATCAdTT 1990 & &orh # Tse gl 18, fava sl el S et #,
STEl 9eNUT FR 9 T Ul

e Inthe landmark case of Dr. B.L. Wadehra vs. Union of India (1996), the Supreme
Court lamented that the capital city of Delhi had turned into an “open garbage dump.”

31, dfi.od. T T AR W (1996) & Ui A &, Fhe A A
St 3 feeelt S ToTered “gerr FEr 3 H o TS oA
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e The judgment spurred nationwide conversations about waste management, including the
critical issue of biomedical waste.

Ao & ST YU W TSI TR W IdT 7 gerar f&ar, Gwe sifae Rifecar

R & Agcaqol Hear o ATfder Tl
e This judicial intervention spurred legislative action.
59 1A% g&deld o faurht FRas # aRa )

e In 1998, Parliament introduced the Biomedical Waste (Management and Handling)
Rules, marking the first time hospital waste was recognized as hazardous and distinct.

1998 &, IO « sifad RfFcar F=r (vausr 3ix §sfoT) [ o o, God a8

Jgall IR B3 SIS 3ol F FI P Al 3 FATM-3719T & &I H YgdT 7

e The Act empowered the Central and State Pollution Control Boards to monitor and
regulate waste disposal, ushering in an era of accountability.

5u fRfTw 2 Fd ik s vguor AEeT §1E FF FE e @ TeRET ik
fafereser 1 3feR foam, Sed SFAery 1 T I 4F 37

The HIV link

TIHTSA T

¢ In hindsight, the discovery of HIV and the associated public fear catalysed a global
reckoning with healthcare practices.

Ao TR @, vardd i @er 3R G8fa adafee 77 F T AT JAT3iT
& @Y qREeh YeA-HHAET HT SR R

e For India, it highlighted the urgent need to protect not just the environment but also the
occupational health of its medical workforce.

$IRA & ToIT, 38T o hdel JITARUT ST I&TT el I dcdhlel ATl Dl 3R
forar, afed sas RIfFcAT FIGT & AEAARAF TIRELT ST & HI 3MaLTSAT H o

3SR TR

e While India charted its own course, it is undeniable that the global response to HIV and
the lessons from the U.S. influenced the trajectory of biomedical waste management
reforms.

gTellTeh TR o 379elT 37eT9T U§ SIS, TG IhRT Tl Sl TehdT foh Ta3medY & 9fa
aRge Ffafshar AR TgFT TsT ARSI A yIed Iot A Sifass Rfhcar Ferr gaueT
GURT T feem &1 gerfaa |

e Biomedical waste management in India has come a long way since the 1990s.

1990 & gUF ¥ 9Rd A Sifdeh RRcAT FerT yaered Ry g7 96 Il gl

e The rules have undergone four amendments, with major updates in 2016 and minor
revisions in 2020, reflecting the evolving development in waste management technology.

faeAt & ar gy fhu a1 €, 51 2016 7 9@ 3mase 3R 2020 # oI FAET
AMAS §, Sl HTRT JeitieT Aeheiiehl fashrd &l gl &l

e Stringent protocols are in place today, ensuring that hospital waste is segregated,
treated, and disposed of responsibly.
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37T SR HIeehlel o] &, St I§ FARYd i ¢ foh IETdrel & HeRT ST &
37T TR, 39aRa fhar 3R Auerr amar 2

e However, challenges remain.
gTelifeh, ToAIfaar o= &5 &l

e« Mishandling of biomedical waste still poses risks, particularly in rural and resource-
limited settings.

Sifass Rfeecar & F1 sraa gsfaer 3l ot AfEH 3cdesr aXar g, Ay &9 & aneior
3R gaTye-HfAa et 7

o Healthcare professionals continue to face occupational hazards, and gaps in
compliance persist.

RIfehcar IRt T ATAER—F G HT FHAT AT IS §, 3N Ieqareled H HeRrel ToF
B &

e Yet, the progress made is undeniable.
fohY o, Y 9oIfa g3 & 9€ ASRT gl S Hehe|

e The story of biomedical waste management reminds us that progress often emerges
from the depths of crisis.

Sifas RIfRcArT FTRT JaYT AT Fgler g7 16 fGordr & o worfa 37X dehe &l
METS T IS 37T &

e The stigma, fear, and tragedy surrounding HIV/AIDS indirectly gave rise to a cleaner,
safer healthcare environment.

THIMEANTSH & RT3 T Fefsh, 3T AR TAST 9cTET §T § Teh A1oh, IRI&TT

TAELY SWHTS aTdTa’oT &7 [FATOT e & TEaa &7

¢ In the words of Winston Churchill, “Never let a good crisis go to waste,” and so was
the HIV crisis.

Area g & =gl &, ‘Tt ff v 3= GFhe F €l T @ &, 3T TEr AT
TS FHhe|
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Using body’s defences against cancer

|GS Paper S&T
Rajeev Jayadevan

ancer, often called the “em-

peror of all maladies,” re-

mains a formidable adver-
sary despite decades of scientific
progress. However, research in re-
cent years has brought us closer to
unlocking new ways to combat it. A
study from Northwestern Universi-
ty in Chicago, published in the No-
vember issue of The Journal of Clin-
ical Investigation, has gained
attention for discovering that white
blood cells activated by severe CO-
VID-19 demonstrate cancer-fighting
abilities.

Working with laboratory mice,
researchers showed that the spread
of cancer, also known as metastasis,
could be slowed by a specialised
type of white blood cell called in-
duced non-classical monocytes (I-
NCMs). These cells can be generat-
ed through severe infections like
COVID-19 or by using certain chem-
icals. Once activated, [-NCMs are
able to leave blood vessels and mi-
grate to tumours, where they
launch an attack on cancer cells.

A 2023 study by De Nigris and
colleagues in the Journal of Transla-
tional Medicine described 16 such
cases involving different types of
cancer, including leukemia, lym-
phoma, myeloma, and kidney can-
cer. However, it is unclear if these
outcomes were directly caused by
COVID-19 or were part of the natu-
ral progression of the disease. This
raises the question: Can cancers go
away on their own? While extreme-
ly rare, the answer is yes. The most
well-studied example is neuroblas-
toma, a rare childhood tumour that
occasionally disappears without
treatment. Such spontaneous im-
provement may be due to a newly-

BSOS NK ©

e

ATTALK WY NK CEIAR

TumoR

activated immune system gaining
the ability to target cancer cells.

Potential of immunotherapy
Over the past decade, immunothe-
rapy has emerged as a promising
approach to cancer treatment.

Broadly speaking, cancer is a
rogue colony of body cells that
grow uncontrollably, feed on the
body’s resources, and spread to
other parts of the body through the
bloodstream. Cancer cells often re-
programme the body’s immune
system to protect themselves from
detection and destruction. Immu-
notherapy aims to overcome these
defences by empowering the bo-
dy’s immune cells to fight back. The
Northwestern University research
showed that injecting a specific
type of white blood cell, I-NCMs, in-
to mice was effective in combating
cancer metastasis.

I-NCMs are derived from mono-
cytes which circulate in the blood-
stream. Monocytes are involved
with fighting off infections, immune
regulation and repairing damaged
tissue. When exposed to certain
bacterial or viral infections or

chemicals, a small number of these
monocytes transform into I-NCMs.

Unlike regular monocytes, I-
NCMs possess a unique receptor,
CCR2, which acts like a specialised
antenna to detect signals emitted by
certain types of cancer cells or in-
flamed tissues. These signals guide
I-NCMs to the source, where they
perform specific tasks. For exam-
ple, at an infection site, they help
eliminate pathogens. At a tumour
site, they recruit other immune
cells called natural killer (NK) cells,
which are effective at destroying
cancer cells. Natural killer cells are
a vital component of the immune
system, directly targeting and elim-
inating abnormal-appearing cells,
such as cancer cells or virus-infect-
ed cells.

The Northwestern University
study found that I-NCMs play a cru-
cial role in summoning these NK
cells to tumour sites. Another form
of immunotherapy is the use of
CAR-T where the patient’s own T
cells are reprogrammed in the lab
and reintroduced into the body to
attack the cancer.

Not all cancers respond to immu-
notherapy, and even when treat-
ments show initial success, cancer
cells can adapt and develop resis-
tance.

(Dr. Rajeev Jayadevan is Chairman,
Research Cell, Kerala State Indian
Medical Association
rajeeviayadevan@gmail.com)

For feedback and suggestions
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COVID-19 demonstrate cancer-fighting abilities.
2023 # AfdaTes IAafHE carT fhw a0 T AT o, S AGE & 3k H The
Journal of Clinical Investigation # SehTfRIT g3, 9ra f& 31 COVID-19 EaRT Afshar
T T The, I FIORIT FIR F T3 H &TA7T @ §

e The spread of cancer, known as metastasis, could be slowed by a specialized type of
white blood cell called induced non-classical monocytes (INCMs).

FIX & helel FI, T ATRETAT Fgl AT ¢, Th AAY JhRR T The IFd HIoThT
IR R-WRErT AAEEeE (INCMs) gaRT SYaT fFar ST @ehar g

¢ |-NCMs can be generated through severe infections like COVID-19 or by using certain
chemicals.

COVID-19 31T 7R A0 ar G GIIAT T 3YART Flh |-NCMs 3cTeT fhT ST
Hohd gl
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Using Body’s
Defences
Against Cancer
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erIT Y &I +T
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. Cancer is often called
the “emperor of all
maladies”.

FAT F rFER gAY
Rt &1 9@ For ST
2l

. Despite decades of
scientific progress, cancer
remains a formidable
adversary.

e A gerhl & garfa &
ST, 8 U Holgd AT
I §3T &

. A 2023 study from
Northwestern University,
published in the November
issue of The Journal of
Clinical Investigation,

discovered that white blood
cells activated by severe
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Once activated, I-NCMs leave blood vessels and migrate to tumours, where they attack
cancer cells.

T dR AT & ST 9T, I-NCMs T arfgerr3il & ame¥ fsherd § 3N eg#d (anioi)
T AR Fed €, BT T FEARX RIARST W gHAT F g
A 2023 study by De Nigris and colleagues in the Journal of Translational Medicine

described 16 cases involving different types of cancer, including leukemia, lymphoma,
myeloma, and kidney cancer.

De Nigris 3R 3% @8Il ganrt 2023 # fU 10 wah 3eqdT # Journal of
Translational Medicine & faffies R & HEX & 16 ATAGT T JUTT fohaT 7T,
et o fora, Fwie, Amdate, 3R frseht S onfirer &

However, it is unclear if these outcomes were directly caused by COVID-19 or were part
of the natural progression of the disease.

gTellTch, g TISE oTgT ¢ 1o AT S IRUMAT HT HROT AT COVID-19 AT AT T STHARY
I grehfdeh werfd &1 feear 9

Neuroblastoma, a rare childhood tumour, sometimes disappears without treatment,
potentially due to an activated immune system targeting cancer cells.

Fﬂ,ﬁﬁr@m,wgﬁﬂmmm,%ﬁ-ﬁﬂﬁmm%mﬁmﬁﬁ
THI: UF AHT YT RAECH & HRUT §IdT § AT HAT HIASIIT H AfAId HT &

Potential of Immunotherapy

SFTANY Y HHTTT
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Over the past decade, immunotherapy has emerged as a promising approach to
cancer treatment.

o gus &, FFgATId FaT 3TN & U Teh 3RATSTels ioeahiol & &7 # 390
gl

Cancer is a rogue colony of body cells that grow uncontrollably, feed on the body’s
resources, and spread to other parts of the body through the bloodstream.

$ET e 1 AR T Ueh 3eFaeyd THg & S AT §9 @ F6r &, WY
& FETUAT HT ITAT FAT g, 3T TTFavarg & Aegq T T & 377 Bear F hear
gl

Cancer cells often reprogram the body’s immune system to protect themselves from
detection and destruction.

e FIABIT IFET RR N 57T [AECH H Y WA Il ¢ dlieh d ggeiel &
9§ AR a7 8 'l

The Northwestern University research showed that injecting I-NCMs into mice was
effective in combating cancer metastasis.

ArddTes gfAafid & o o R@rr & TGl & I-NCMs &1 3 oelel 8 8
AR & @3 # gaATdT o7

I-NCMs are derived from monocytes, which are involved with fighting infections,
immune regulation, and repairing damaged tissue.
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I-NCMs AIATATSEHE & 3cUel 81 &, ST HHAUI § o5, $HIeT ToTell 1 fodfya adet
3R &IfATET Fae! HF &b T H A ga

e A small number of monocytes transform into I-NCMs when exposed to certain bacterial
or viral infections or chemicals.

$o AlEsed AUV SFERT IT aRRe HHAUT AT @I & Fuh H 3T & |-

NCMs H sco a1

e Unlike regular monocytes, I-NCMs possess a unique receptor, CCR2, which helps them
detect signals from cancer cells or inflamed tissues.

AT AlAEEeH & [awd, I-NCMs 7 Teh Ay RATer CCR2 §IdT §, Sif 306 $haX
RIfARI3NT AT Folel dTel FcTehl A Hebcd ITCT el H Heg Il gl

¢ These signals guide I-NCMs to the source, where they perform specific tasks, such as
eliminating pathogens at infection sites and recruiting natural killer (NK) cells to tumour
sites.

¥ Hohd I-NCMs & Fid T 3R ARG F:a &, 5igi 7 faftse a1 s+ & 39
HHHAUT TUAl I WITSleTehl T oA5¢ hiell AR AR Frew (NK) HIAF13T 1 <ger
el W IR AT

e Natural killer (NK) cells are crucial for targeting and eliminating abnormal cells,
including cancer cells and virus-infected cells.

agtel e (NK) RIRIHTE 3:amd=T IR i dfeld wia 3R &5 & & fau
FEcaqol gl &, e FE HIRAAT 3N aRRA & FHAT HIRABT AAT &

e The Northwestern University study found that I-NCMs play a crucial role in
summoning NK cells to tumour sites.

ArdaTe IAafid & reas o 9 F 1-NCMs NK SRt & ag@y Fell W
gellel H Hgcaqul i@ Fema gl

e Another form of immunotherapy is CAR-T, where the patient’s own T cells are
reprogrammed in the lab and reintroduced into the body to attack the cancer.

SFGAIRA &l Teh 3R &9 CAR-T &, '@ AU 1 31001 T AR & A9 7 I
WNATA FRAT AT § 3 3¢ e A B & 92r fRar J1ar g afes 3 FHaw o gH
FT Hh|

e Not all cancers respond to immunotherapy, and even when treatments show initial
success, cancer cells can adapt and develop resistance.

el AT SFGAIIRT W yfafsrar 78 aa §, 3R o9 3TER gRis Fhan e
g, a9 ol HIR HIRAT egpfaa g Fncdh § 3N gl Ref@d v g 8
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