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SC overrules 1967 verdict
against AMU’S minority tag

Recognition by law won't annul minority status, says seven-judge Bench of SC in 4:3 majority
judgment; court returns case to a regular Bench to examine the question of AMU’s minority status

N O

GS Paper II: Fundamental Right [ AMU celebrates
4 oy verdict, awaits
n educational insti- (’M oo expert opinion
A tution established """
by a minority com- GHAZIABAD

munity will not lose its
identity once it is recog-
nised through a statute,
the Supreme Court de-
clared on Friday in a 4:3
majority judgment by a se-
ven-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice D.JY.
Chandrachud.

The majority judgment
authored by the Chief Jus-
tice was based on petitions
seeking minority status for
the Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity (AMU). Chief Justice
Chandrachud held that an
institution established by a
minority community was
indeed a minority educa-
tional institution. But the
onus was on the communi-
ty to prove they had esta-
blished the institution to
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Seeking clarity: The court’s judgment was based on petitions
seeking minority status for the Aligarh Muslim University. FILE PHOTO

preserve and retain their
cultural fabric, he said.

Justices Surya Kant, Di-
pankar Datta, and S.C.
Sharma dissented in sepa-
rate opinions.

The court returned the
case to the regular Bench
to examine the question of
AMU’s minority status,
based on Friday’s verdict.

The petitioners had

challenged the judgment
in the 1967 case of S. Azeez
Basha versus Union of In-
dia, which had held that
AMU was a Central univer-
sity and cannot be consi-
dered a minority institu-
tion. The seven-judge
Bench overruled the 1967
verdict that had held that
religious minorities did not
have the right to adminis-

It was all celebration at AMU
after the Supreme Court’s
verdict on its minority status,
with Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Naima Khatoon saying, “We
humbly accept the judgment of
the Constitution Bench and are
discussing the details with our
legal experts.” » PAGE 10

ter educational institutions
not established by them,
and cannot claim protec-
tion under Article 30(1).
Article 30(1) upholds the
right of religious and lin-
guistic minorities to esta-
blish and administer edu-
cational institutions.
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SC overrules 1967 verdict against AMU’s minority tag

A FIE F TOAY & HeUHETSF gof & @A 1967 F e H1 @R
fe

Recognition by law won’t annul minority status, saysseven-judge Bench of SC in 4:3 majority judgment;
court returns case to a regular Bench to examine the question of AMU’s minority status

FTelel GART AIAT HeTHETH &l B oA Agl HLN, FHA FIE AT A1 ~ararefieit w1 @5 & 4:3
agAd & A A FE; ST A VOAY F HCTREAS g & WA F S F v Aw w1 Faf@g
dis & ater feam

Minority Educational Institution Status and the Supreme Court Judgment

FeuaEas NeIiOF FEuer A ufa 3tk wafew =amamea 1 @k

e An educational institution established by a minority community will not lose its identity once it is recognised through a
statute, the Supreme Court declared on Friday in a 4:3 majority judgment by a seven-judge Bench headed by Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud.

HOUHETF FHET carT T Fa1fOr FEUTT 319l ugeel g1 W IfE 38 Fe(ad & ATCIH § AT &
STl , I8 HINOT gafed SArTed o qHAR o HET ~Arareer S1.a$. dadg 1 regeidr # wra-warardien fr s
AT 4:3 9gAd & had A H|

o The majority judgment authored by the Chief Justice was based on petitions seeking minority status for the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU).

Wmﬁarm%@aa@awﬁmmﬁmmaﬁmm(wiﬁmmﬁﬁm
qrell I3 9¥ TR 2T

o Chief Justice Chandrachud held that an institution established by a minority community was indeed a minority
educational institution. But the onus was on the community to prove they had established the institution to preserve and
retain their cultural fabric, he said.

HET AT T5gg o A & Heqdeqd FHE AN TG T aEdd A equeas Jaifors wvum
UT| olfehel 3ogial el foh GRS dT-aTa T T1C IWel 3R WIEIT A & TIU HEA Sl FATTAT S AR
AT W &

« Justices Surya Kant, Dipankar Datta, and S.C. Sharma dissented in separate opinions.

wararefter gawd, et g, AR T . At R 3reer-3renT T A AT SIS

e The court returned the case to the regular Bench to examine the question of AMU’s minority status, based on Friday’s
verdict.

3eTeld o TUAY & HoTHETSH gof & 9l & S & v ween fafia dis &1 amw e, gFar & Saa &

TR W

e The petitioners had challenged the judgment in the 1967 case of S. Azeez Basha versus Union of India, which had held that
AMU was a Central university and cannot be considered a minority institution.

IITehTehclI3T 1 1967 F TH. lier dTRT FoI0T HRA WU & HAHT H QU a0 haer & el & o, o aad 78

AT 317 AT fH veAy wF FE el § 3R 58 scuweds §EU FE AW ST HehdT|
e The seven-judge Bench overruled the 1967 verdict that had held that religious minorities did not have the right to administer
educational institutions not established by them, and cannot claim protection under Article 30(1).

ara-armefiel Y N5 1967 & hasr F @ISl HT AT, [T Ig Fgl -7 A7 o 4T Ieqdeqa # 3%
ST ¥ g1 o a7e arfore ATt 1 TR #e 1 SR T §, 3N I Iqede 30(1) F AT AT
P GIAT =Tel Y Tohdl|

e Article 30(1) upholds the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational institutions.

Fegede 30(1) fdw AR oIS srevHETSl & fov e wEue TUla @ IR 3T g A
IRHR A FgAST T B
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One killed, a
dozen houses
torched in

Manipur
[PCS |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Armed extremists shot,
captured, and burned a
tribal woman to death,
apart from torching at
least a dozen houses in Ma-
nipur’s Jiribam district on
Thursday night.

The attack on Zairawn,
a Hmar tribal village,
pointed to a return to vio-
lence in Manipur after a
brief lull. Hmars are ethni-
cally related to the Kuki-Zo
people, caught in conflict
with the non-tribal Meitei
community in the State
since May 3, 2023.

Police officials said the
extremists attacked the vil-
lage, about 7 km from dis-
trict headquarters Jiribam,
at around 9 p.m. A gun-
fight ensued for about an
hour. Superintendent of
Police Kh. Robinsun Singh
confirmed the incident.
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One Kkilled, a dozen houses torched in Manipur

AR & v gfFd A1 Al & golad & 3T F gare

Violence in Manipur’s Jiribam District

Afrg & fordamw forr o R

e Armed extremists shot, captured, and burned a tribal woman to death on Thursday night. They also torched at least a dozen
houses in Jiribam district, Manipur.

FAET RAGAI 7 TFAR T T Infeardt Afgar 1 e ARy, gevs forgr 3R ST AR s1e1| 3egis fadfamT e &
FH q FH U goted GAHT 877 3791 ofam |

o The attack on Zairawn, a Hmar tribal village, highlighted a return to violence in Manipur after a brief lull.
SHier, v gAR IfEred T X gHen, AT A A gAY B Aaifad & ag FEr A arad f A SART Har g

o Hmars are ethnically related to the Kuki-Zo people, who have been in conflict with the non-tribal Meitei community in
Manipur since May 3, 2023.

FAR ST &9 § Fhr-ait Foe & et &, S 3 A 2023 @ AR & d-anfearht Az wopera & @y @uy # ¢
o Police officials reported that the extremists attacked the village, located about 7 km from Jiribam district headquarters, around
9p.m.

yfow sfteRat s sarn & w@uRar & e Srer geaea @ e 7 fFit gy Ra e R oasr S

TEITH Ao TR
¢ A gunfight ensued for about an hour. Superintendent of Police Kh. Robinsun Singh confirmed the incident.

NSCN-IM threatens armed
violence for first time since
2015 framework agreement

GS Paper lll: Internal Security

NEW DELHI

For the first time since
signing a framework agree-
ment in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2015, the Isak-Mui-
vah faction of the National
Socialist Council of Naga-
land (NSCN-IM) has issued
a statement threatening to
“resume violent armed re-
sistance against India”.
The NSCN-IM warned it
would resume the struggle
if the Centre does not
agree to third-party inter-
vention to address its de-
mands, which include a
separate flag and constitu-
tion for the Nagas. It said
“the violent confrontation

T. Muivah

shall be purely on account
of the deliberate betrayal
and breach of commit-
ment by India and its lea-
dership to respect and ho-
nour the letter and spirit of
the framework agreement
of August 3, 2015”.

Signed by T. Muivah,
general secretary, NSCN,
and “chief political nego-
tiator”, the statement re-

leased on Thursday said
NSCN shall protect the un-
ique history, sovereignty,
freedom, territory, flag and
constitution for the Nagas
“come what may”.

A government source
said the statement was
drafted in the name of Mr.
Muivah by his two China-
based aides Phunthing
Shimray and Pamshin Mui-
vah. The 90-year-old is not
keeping well, the source
added. On September 20,
Mr. Pamshin Muivah was
appointed as national se-
curity adviser of NSCN. It
had signed a ceasefire pact
with the Centre in 1997.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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NSCN-IM threatens armed violence
for first time since 2015 framework
agreement

TATHHIUA-ITEUH o 2015 & hHATH

AT & 91¢ Ugell IR |@AFA fgar
$T gAY &

NSCN-IM Threatens to Resume Armed Resistance
Against India

NSCN-IM & #Rd & @ gereT gfader e
Y& A Y gwhr &

e For the first time since signing a framework agreement in the
presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015, the Isak-
Muivah faction of NSCN-IM has issued a statement threatening to
“resume violent armed resistance against India.”

TUTAFA g AR F A 2015 7 U I/ AT W
FEAIET XA & a1g, NSCN-IM & SHH-HFATE € R &
e “aereT fgaen afeRier R & & e &1 aaehr &
gl

e The NSCN-IM warned it would resume the struggle if the

Centre does not agree to third-party intervention to address its demands, including a separate flag and constitution for the Nagas.
NSCN-IM & Idraett &1 fo e Fg sarehr AT F1 AT WY 98T F §TA8IT W HeAd g1 gichl o, (o1 A6 HHAGHT &
fore arerer et 3R Wi anffer & o 3 da¥ B & g& T &

e The statement said, “The violent confrontation shall be purely on account of the deliberate betrayal and breach of commitment by India
and its leadership to respect and honour the letter and spirit of the framework agreement of August 3, 2015.”

A H HeT I, “FEh FOY haol AR 3R 39F Aqed @RI M@ A F9T FT 3wl & HROT g, Segia 3

IET 2015 F /T FAHIA & 9T 3R G FT AT 3R ara 81 Far|”

e Signed by T. Muivah, general secretary, NSCN, and “chief political negotiator,” the statement released on Thursday said NSCN shall
protect the unique history, sovereignty, freedom, territory, flag, and constitution for the Nagas “come what may.”

. Fygare, I, NSCN, 3R “HET Tofeiide aTdiehR” EaRT gEA&IRd 4T, Sil IR T SIRY o I, 7 &gl I &
NSCN AR e & fT s Ffaerd, Us[dr, Fad=dr, &1, tas, R wfaur <t o g s

e A government source said the statement was drafted in the name of Mr. Muivah by his two Chinabased aides Phunthing Shimray and
Pamshin Muivah.

TF WER WA Fgl 6 9= A AEaE F AW )W 39 Q) Dei-amaia wenfat o R ik amfer agaw
gaRT IR fRar =
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e The 90-year-old is not keeping well, the source added. On September 20, 2024, Mr. Pamshin Muivah was appointed as national security
adviser of NSCN.

90 gt d Tawy et § AT o SArsT| 20 RAdaw 2024 T A ARG FEATE HI NSCN T ASET FI&T HellgehR Toigerel femam

I

e The NSCN-IM had signed a ceasefire pact with the Centre in 1997.
NSCN-IM & 1997 & &g & @1y wefawa gastlar Far o)

After BTR deaths, M.P. forest
dept. considering using satellite
collars to track wild elephants

[GS Paper Ill: Environment

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh For-
est Department is consider-
ing using satellite collars
for wild elephants in the
State to track their move-
ment in the wake of deaths
of 10 elephants in the Band-
havgarh Tiger Reserve, for-
est officials said on Friday.

The 10 elephants had
died late last month due to
suspected toxicity after
consuming fungal-infected
kodo millet plants, prompt-
ing investigations by multi-
ple authorities and various
measures from the State
government for better
management of all ele-
phants in the State’s for-
ests.

Speaking to The Hindu,
State’s Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of For-
ests L. Krishnamoorthy
said that the collars will be
used to monitor the move-
ment of elephants with an
aim to reduce man-animal
conflict, to provide timely
care to the distressed ele-
phants and avoid a similar
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Ten elephants had died in the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve last
month due to suspected food poisoning. FILE PHOTO: PTI

situation in the future.

“The collars are proven
and safe and are already
used in States like Tamil
Nadu, Assam, West Bengal
and others. It’s also similar
to using radio collar on tig-
ers in Madhya Pradesh,”
Mr. Krishnamoorthy said.

The Forest Department
plans on initially putting
the collars on two ele-
phants, and has ordered
for two devices from Tamil
Nadu.

When asked if the de-
partment had conduced
any health check-ups on
other elephants, Mr. Krish-

namoorthy said that the
forest officials are observ-
ing the tuskers and their
health.

“We don’t capture them
for check-ups but our staff
have been trying to track
their movements and ob-
serve their health,” he said,
adding that officials on
ground are also working to
keep the elephants and
other animals away from
the kodo millet crops.

Mr. Krishnamoorthy de-
nied that the forest officials
had destroyed some fields
of kodo crop inside the tig-
er reserve.

After BTR deaths, M.P. forest dept.
considering using satellite collars to
track wild elephants

AR A §§ Aldl & a1, AL ggw
g fasmer Ferel g1fday W Ao @
& fAT TS FIaW FT IYANT Hled
W AR & @ §

Madhya Pradesh Forest Department Considers
Using Satellite Collars for Elephants

ALY Yo g« T gifdat & fow deanse
P HT 3TINRT FA W TR #T W &

. The Madhya Pradesh Forest Department is considering using
satellite collars for wild elephants in the state to track their movement
in the wake of deaths of 10 elephants in the Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserve.

ALY Y a1 AU T & vl gIAAT &7 Iy &l b adel
& o deamge FIeR &1 39T A R TIR I @I §, I
heH qFIE TR Rerd 7 10 gt Fr Al & a1g Iorm 1=ar
gl

. The 10 elephants died late last month due to suspected toxicity
after consuming fungal-infected kodo millet plants, prompting
investigations by multiple authorities and various measures from the
State government for better management of elephants.

oo 78 & 3a & 10 gAY Hr ganfRa Rwedars sror
AT & 7S off, SRl Bere-weTfad Fel aeRT uiel FT g
frar o, e oG &8 ARl garT sig g i 78 3R

TsT EIFR GaRT giAAT & dga Jaes & fav faffier wgA 33w 7|
e L. Krishnamoorthy, the State’s Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, said that the collars will be used to monitor the

movement of elephants with an aim to reduce man-animal conflict, provide timely care to distressed elephants, and avoid similar
situations in the future.

T & Hfaled vq@ q&T a7 W&TF, v, FORIfd o gl 6 T il griydt i 71fq H FReh w3 & fov sazer
fohT ST o1 ATST-STeTat FEE hT haA ThAT ST Heb, Hehcaled G T FAY W SWHT &1 1 Feh, AR sfasy & oy
Eufa & = o @

e “The collars are proven and safe and are already used in States like Tamil Nadu, Assam, West Bengal, and others. It’s also similar to
using radio collar on tigers in Madhya Pradesh,” Mr. Krishnamoorthy said.

"gg HleR Fifad 3 Gara § 3R g & & affrereng, sraer, afRaw daner 3K 3o vt A 39T fhe o7 @ §1 I8
ALY FeRl # aral W USA HieR & 3UANT & FAR §," A FSUHL o Fel

e The Forest Department plans to initially put the collars on two elephants, and has ordered two devices from Tamil Nadu.
gl fAomeT & g A QY SR IR FloR ol i Aot qa1s g, iR affrereng ¥ & suso F1 ameer iGam g

e When asked if the department had conducted any health check-ups on other elephants, Mr. Krishnamoorthy said that the forest officials
are observing the tuskers and their health.

SIS qOT AT o &1 [qermer & 3 gIfAal W IS Taree S 1 g, A Feuefid & @el fb aef fRewRy gridat 3R

3ch TR W Ao W | gl

e “We don’t capture them for check-ups but our staff have been trying to track their movements and observe their health,” he said, adding
that officials on the ground are also working to keep the elephants and other animals away from the kodo millet crops.

"§H 35 ST & foIT g Uhsd, dfehed AR FHARY IoTehl I T &b Flad 3R 3Ad TARLT &7 3dcllehed el
FIRLT I T 8, 3761 FgT, T§ s g¢ 6 Tl T 1Ry ey arory fr wwel @ gifeat 3R s St gy
WS & v F17 F:T w® &

e Mr. Krishnamoorthy denied that the forest officials had destroyed some fields of kodo crop inside the tiger reserve.

A FUHIS A Tg TseT T & g HRRRAT & IR Reld & eI Flar FHA & F© Well I oA5¢ fhar o7l
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Raising a stink: The two landfill sites near the Kedarnath temple
are reaching their saturation point. FILE PHOTO

‘Untreated waste
being dumped in
landfills in Kedarnath’

IGS Paper llI: Environment |

Press Trust of India
DEHRADUN

Tonnes of untreated waste
continue to be dumped at
the landfill sites around the
famous Himalayan temple
of Kedarnath, causing con-
cern among the environ-
mentalists as the area is
eco-sensitive.

A total of 49.18 tonnes of
unprocessed garbage gen-
erated in Kedarnath was
dumped at the two landfill
sites near the temple bet-
ween 2022 and 2024, an
RTI query filed by a Noida-
based environmentalist has
revealed.

The non-processed gar-
bage generated in the area
also showed a rising trend
during the period, with
13.2 tonnes of untreated
waste generated in 2022,
18.48 tonnes in 2023 and
17.5 tonnes so far this year,
according to the Uttarak-
hand government’s res-
ponse to the query filed un-
der the Right to
Information Act. Besides,
the eco-sensitive area also
generated 23.3 tonnes of
inorganic garbage during

the period.

However, all of it was
processed or recycled, the
public information officer
of the Kedarnath Nagar
Panchayat said in response
to the RTI query filed by
Amit Gupta.

“The data is shocking
both in terms of the quanti-
ty of garbage generated
and the manner in which it
has been left untreated. It
proves once again that
there is no proper garbage
management system in Ke-
darnath,” Mr. Gupta said.

“The temple is situated
at a height of 12,000 feet,
where there are glaciers.
The lack of a proper gar-
bage management system
in Kedarnath even figured
in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’ pro-
gramme last year. Still
nothing is being done by
the authorities,” Mr. Gupta
said.

The two landfill sites
near the temple are reach-
ing their saturation point. If
things continue in this
manner, another tragedy
like the 2013 disaster is un-
avoidable, the activist said.

‘Untreated waste being dumped in landfills in
Kedarnath’

‘P # A W e Iraa F=Rr st S w@r
%3

Untreated Waste Continues to Be Dumped at Kedarnath Landfills
FERATY dsfhew A QAT 3UTR HART 31T ST TET §

e Tonnes of untreated waste continue to be dumped at the landfill sites around the famous
Himalayan temple of Kedarnath, causing concern among environmentalists as the area is eco-
sensitive.

ol # e 3Tar Fau yficy fRATerd AfR FerRay & 3maurd & osfha @sel W
STAT ST TET &, oad gataRvifaer & Rar g W § Fife I8 &7 shl-uadeafia gl
o A total of 49.18 tonnes of unprocessed garbage generated in Kedarnath was dumped at the two

landfill sites near the temple between 2022 and 2024, an RT1 query filed by a Noida-based
environmentalist has revealed.

FeERATT H 3¢9 el 49.18 & el 3UAR FTRT 2022 F 2024 F &I AR & 9 &
Asfier A8t WX STe AT AT, UF IREIE IHAG AresT Jrenia gF&aRorfag ganT a_R
TR IT aAT|

e The non-processed garbage generated in the area also showed a rising trend during the period,
with 13.2 tonnes of untreated waste generated in 2022, 18.48 tonnes in 2023, and 17.5 tonnes so
far this year, according to the Uttarakhand government’s response to the query filed under the
Right to Information Act.

&8 H 3¢ 9T 3R FeRT Y 37 37 & ST dedr g3 trend ST &, 2022 &
13.2 T, 2023 # 18.48 &, 3iX 37 q¥ T doh 17.5 & AT 3UAR HTRT 3cUeed Sl g, I8
3AES WIFR & HREATS e & oidid & 3T gl

« Besides, the eco-sensitive area also generated 23.3 tonnes of inorganic garbage during the
period.

% 3TcATaT, 5T Sh1-Hageellel 8T 5T AT #H 23.3 T il HaRT i 3cUedd
fopa|

o However, all of it was processed or recycled, the public information officer of the Kedarnath
Nagar Panchayat said in response to the RTI query filed by Amit Gupta.

grefifer, @l e T gfshar a1 qerdfsha foram amm AT, FERATT FIR 94=d & STl ol
AR A AT ICAT ZgRT SRR RTI S & STdTd H gl

» “The data is shocking both in terms of the quantity of garbage generated and the manner in
which it has been left untreated. It proves once again that there is no proper garbage management
system in Kedarnath,” Mr. Gupta said.

"Ug 3hsT Icest HAY T AT IR 5 0 T 58 a1 3uaR ST 13 &, aar &
ATHAT #H Dl arell &1 Ig Tk aR Y A1fdd i ¢ 1 ey # g 3R™d a0
St YO w161 8, 4t qear s Fal

e “The temple is situated at a height of 12,000 feet, where there are glaciers. The lack of a proper
garbage management system in Kedarnath even figured in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

‘Mann Ki Baat’ programme last year. Still, nothing is being done by the authorities,” Mr. Gupta
said.

"#feX 12,000 FrE Fr Fa1s 9T YT &, T&r TR &1 Feray & 3T FIRT e

TRl &1 el ool AT wurersst g A & FaT Y aa wAhA & o 31 o) T o, At garT $o 787 fovar

ST 36T &, ot arear st el
e The two landfill sites near the temple are reaching their saturation point. If things continue in this manner, another tragedy like the 2013
disaster is unavoidable, the activist said.

HIET & I g1 Asfhel A 30 TG foig W T8 W &1 390K Aot T A Tefelh T, A 2013 Fr HT9&T ST Th
3R Foe AT &, FRSAr o FETl
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D’Cunha report suggests
prosecution of Yediyurappa,

lPCS

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

The Justice John Michael
D’Cunha Commission,
which probed alleged ir-
regularities in COVID-19
procurements and man-
agement in Karnataka, has
recommended the prose-
cution of the former Chief
Minister and the former
Health and Family Welfare
Minister over the purchase
of three lakh PPE kits from
two Chinese firms in April
2020 at exorbitant rates
though there was “no com-
pelling reason”, extracts
from the report available
with The Hindu show.

Sriramulu for COVI
|

B.S. Yediyurappa was
the Chief Minister, and B.
Sriramulu was the Health
Minister when these pur-
chase orders were issued.
The commission has re-
commended their prose-
cution under Sections 7
and 11 of The Prevention of
Corruption Act and for cri-
minal breach of trust and
disciplinary action against
officials concerned.

The report finds that
three lakh PPE kits were
procured through direct
purchase orders without
any tenders or exemption
granted from the Karnata-
ka Transparency in Public
Procurement Act, 1999,

D ‘scam’

from DHB Global Hong
Kong (China) and Big Phar-
maceuticals at a cost of ov-
er 32,000 per unit.

‘Not following rules’
“The procurement was
made purely on the direc-
tions of the CM and the
Health Minister, GoK, with-
out following the basic pro-
curement rules and proce-
dures,” the report stated. It
further said that “the
whole process was manip-
ulated to grant the contract
to the select and favoured
supplier of the CM and the
Health Minister apparently
with a view to obtain unfair
advantage”.
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D’Cunha report suggests prosecution of
Yediyurappa, Sriramulu for COVID ‘scam’
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Justice John Michael D’Cunha Commission Recommends
Prosecution Over PPE Kit Purchases

Ff¥ew ST ASFA FrFeer AT A ddig fre @i
9w AT fr RAwRer f

o The Justice John Michael D’Cunha Commission, which probed
alleged irregularities in COVID-19 procurements and management in
Karnataka, has recommended the prosecution of the former Chief Minister
and the former Health and Family Welfare Minister over the purchase of
three lakh PPE kits from two Chinese firms in April 2020 at exorbitant rates
though there was “no compelling reason,” extracts from the report available
with The Hindu show.

Ff¥eq JieT AT FrFeer IANT, [T Fottew & Ffas-19 @i IR gaua § H¥T sfAafAaanst & s 6, o de
o drdfig fre ot et Fufaat @ st 2020 7 srcafs W TS & T qd FEga=t 3R g Faey ik aRar Femor
#Flt & T@oT 3rfaterer f e f B, greifes sHar 1S "Aqqa FRor 781 A1, R & RgH 3uersw 3ier Gwrd §

e B.S. Yediyurappa was the Chief Minister, and B. Sriramulu was the Health Minister when these purchase orders were issued.

d.ow. ARgTear gegAEr 9, 3R A ARl Ty A& 9 S99 3 @l ey S fRT ae 9

e The commission has recommended their prosecution under Sections 7 and 11 of The Prevention of Corruption Act and for criminal
breach of trust and disciplinary action against officials concerned.

RANT o 3o W AFATH HseaRr Aftfaas Frarr 738K 115 dgad i@ & fwriker #r § 3R smaufes
freareema ik wafd RNt & Eers sepmraerens Fras H e @ g

e The report finds that three lakh PPE kits were procured through direct purchase orders without any tenders or exemption granted from
the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act, 1999, from DHB Global Hong Kong (China) and Big Pharmaceuticals at
a cost of over 22,000 per unit.

RAe & grr = fF e ar@ g fFe yoger @lie ameer & aregy O foar ot T a7 Fatedr IReRidr adsfa®w
wlie AT, 1999 @ e & dgd DHB Talae ghraier (Hie) 3R faar wraAtegfeswew @ 22,000 wfa gfae & e & @idr

TS|

e “The procurement was made purely on the directions of the CM and the Health Minister, GoK, without following the basic
procurement rules and procedures,” the report stated.

RarE & gt I, " FEgHs AR T #N, ME, & @t W B a5 o, W e wde At 3R aihansit @ arere
Icadl

o It further said that “the whole process was manipulated to grant the contract to the select and favoured supplier of the CM and the Health
Minister apparently with a view to obtain unfair advantage.”

SEA 3T &gl AT R g Ufhar AEaHH 3R Fareew #A & qwder et # ey & & forw g T oS o,
dTieh HATAYOT ST 1ol Fohar ST Heh|”

Demo fli

PCS
Sambasiva Rao M.
AMARAVATI

The demonstration flight
of Andhra Pradesh’s first
seaplane service is all set to
take off from Punnami
Ghat, near the Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada, and
land at a jetty in Srisailam
in Nandyal district on
Saturday.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Union Minister
for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu will
make a round trip on the
flight. The centrepiece of
the event will be the De Ha-
villand Twin Otter Series
400 seaplane, which is
known for its durability
and versatility.

The aircraft is engi-
neered for both water and
conventional runways, ac-
cording to a statement
from the Andhra Pradesh
Airports Development Cor-
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Get, set, fly: The seaplane arrives at the Krishna river near

Punnami ghat a day ahead of the demo launch. KV.S. GIRI

poration Limited
(APADCL). The initiative,
led by the APADCL in part-
nership with the Govern-
ment of India’s Regional
Connectivity Scheme
(RCS), aims at establishing
Andhra Pradesh as a leader
in water-based aviation.
Under the RCS-UDAN in-
itiative, the Union govern-
ment is proposing develop-
ment of water aerodromes

to support seaplane servic-
es. Launched in 2017, the
initiative also aims at
boosting regional air con-
nectivity, with seaplanes
included as an integral part
of the plan.

Scenic locations

“The Government of And-
hra Pradesh wants to cover
picturesque destinations
such as Prakasam Barrage,

>

Araku Valley, Lambasingi,
Rushikonda, Kakinada, Ko-
naseema, Srisailam, Gandi-
kota, and Tirupati. The aim
is to attract tourists and
provide efficient travel op-
tions to these scenic loca-
tions,” B.C. Janardhan Red-
dy, Minister for
Infrastructure & Invest-
ments, told The Hindu on
Friday. “The Government
of Andhra Pradesh has
been negotiating with Te-
langana for operating sea-
planes to various destina-
tions, including the
Hyderabad-Srisailam
route,” he added.

“On completion of the
pilot project, the govern-
ment will be able to know
the expenditure incurred
for operating the seaplane
and, thereby, fix the charg-
es,” he said.

Introduction of the sea-
plane service aligned with
Andhra Pradesh’s commit-
ment to creating a robust

O

ght of A.P’s first-ever seaplane service today
|

aviation ecosystem, he ad-
ded. “Seaplanes open up
new avenues for connect-
ing remote and tourism-
centric regions of Andhra
Pradesh, offering travelers
an unmatched experience,
while generating local eco-
nomic opportunities,” the
Minister said.

Water aerodromes, the
designated areas for sea-
plane operations, present
a cost-effective alternative
to airports, requiring less
investment and providing
quicker development time-
lines, he said.

The APADCL has
planned initial seaplane in-
frastructure at Prakasam
Barrage, with additional lo-
cations identified to ex-
pand services across the
State. These facilities, man-
aged under a collaborative
framework with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), are expected to be
developed in phases.
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Demo flight of A.P.’s first-ever seaplane service today

T.q. #T ggell Hicalsr 4T &1 el 3o

Andhra Pradesh’s First Seaplane Service Demonstration Flight

Y 92T &Y ggell HivalsT AT &1 Y& 35T

e The demonstration flight of Andhra Pradesh’s first seaplane service is all set to take off from Punnami Ghat, near the Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada, and land at a jetty in Srisailam in Nandyal district on Saturday.

3T g T ggelt Hicaler AT Yelel 33T qomet are @ Rsraarst A g S & o 4w gelt AR AQyal oo &
Brea & e S8 WaAarR & oz FEW)

o Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu and Union Minister for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu will
make a round trip on the flight.

3T YU F FEIHA Tof. Tga1q 18 IR FET aARRF 3585340 FN freaIRg I Agar g 35 W Toh W33 29

H|

e The centrepiece of the event will be the De Havilland Twin Otter Series 400 seaplane, which is known for its durability and
versatility.
59 FIHA F ATT AHY0T SN gfaels e 3ifet WRier 400 HicelsT €19, S 319=t Foreelt X sga@t wfasm s fav Ser
ST g

e The aircraft is engineered for both water and conventional runways, according to a statement from the Andhra Pradesh Airports
Development Corporation Limited (APADCL).

e 9Tl 3R Waera WA et & fov fSess fham aram &, Shar 1 3imer waer garé argst Rew forr fAfaes

(APADCL) & T I H gl 3137 gl

e The initiative, led by the APADCL in partnership with the Government of India’s Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS), aims at
establishing Andhra Pradesh as a leader in water-based aviation.

g Uge, S APADCL EaRT HRd SXGR A 8T FafFefdd e« (RCS) & HgIWNT & T ST @ &, T 3663 Y
T2 il STA-ATUIRT IZIAH Th AT & & H TS T gl

e Under the RCS-UDAN initiative, the Union government is proposing development of water aerodromes to support seaplane services.
Launched in 2017, the initiative also aims at boosting regional air connectivity, with seaplanes included as an integral part of the plan.

RCS-UDAN TSI & dgd, &g SRR Hicalet Jamsit &1 Goded ¥t & fo0 oI ga1é 37ssi & e &7 wedid a1 @ 2
2017 & T TS SH FAlolell HT 3652 AT FAT$ Faitaeiac! I Towel ¢, foraqsd Headst 7 Ao & v AP FEq &
& & enfAer Far =m gl

e “The Government of Andhra Pradesh wants to cover picturesque destinations such as Prakasam Barrage, Araku Valley, Lambasingi,
Rushikonda, Kakinada, Konaseema, Srisailam, Gandikota, and Tirupati. The aim is to attract tourists and provide efficient travel
options to these scenic locations,” B.C. Janardhan Reddy, Minister for Infrastructure & Investments, told The Hindu on Friday.

“HTY FEUA THR Raaad Tl oF 8 TR ReT, 3 °rd), dafei, $hawisT, FifiFarsT, s, Brdew, mEerer, 3k
foaeafa 1 et e A §1 3eced TdeH A SN HET IR 5o RawT vyat & fov Fere am=n fFew yee aer
g, dral. Semeder g3, 7 swreFER 3R fovder, A g A YA @ wam|

e “The Government of Andhra Pradesh has been negotiating with Telangana for operating seaplanes to various destinations, including the
Hyderabad-Srisailam route,” he added.

“37T¢T TS TIhR a9l ¥ 3ot TUell W dcde g & fow aaa o< @ &, T detee-Baes aAnr anfaa £
3ogiel Shel

e “On completion of the pilot project, the government will be able to know the expenditure incurred for operating the seaplane and, thereby,
fix the charges,” he said.

“qrgere IRANSAT & QT gl T, WHR A Weeled HAleld e F AT §T T 1 IT Telol 3R 57 YR, Yoo T
foRar ST Fham,” 3egia FhaTl
e Introduction of the seaplane service aligns with Andhra Pradesh’s commitment to creating a robust aviation ecosystem, he added.

“Seaplanes open up new avenues for connecting remote and tourism-centric regions of Andhra Pradesh, offering travelers an
unmatched experience, while generating local economic opportunities,” the Minister said.

Hicoler WaT T YT Y G F GfAaquar & 3w ¢, 3o6ie oiisT| “HiceleT e werer & gy AN wdea-Fiee &t #
SSe & AT AT Tield §, TN FT Th HefadT IHqerd JeT Fd ¢, i TIE1T FF a8 39 R 8,7 F7I o
el

e Water aerodromes, the designated areas for seaplane operations, present a cost-effective alternative to airports, requiring less
investment and providing quicker development timelines, he said.

S gar$ 3733, Hicdel WAt & fav FuiRa &7, ga1§ gt & Hphrao anra garell f@wed vere a8, S fow o
fader & 3mEeTEar gt § 3R e gaadar aika @t §, 38 Ferl

e The APADCL has planned initial seaplane infrastructure at Prakasam Barrage, with additional locations identified to expand services
across the State. These facilities, managed under a collaborative framework with the Airports Authority of India (AAl), are expected to
be developed in phases.

APADCL & YA SR1eT W IR Hcae HaEI==T a7 A1olell 91 &, 1 & T R F Jan3ft 7 f[Ear e & fov
sifafea Tt &1 ggarT & S §1 3T AU F JEte R §aT$ AFST WRET (AAl) F HEANTHS S & ded
e STweT 3R S WO H ARfAa AT e
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Drone-based
mist spraying
tested in Delhi

IGS Paper lIl: S&T |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

To curb rising air pollution
in the national capital, the
Delhi government on Fri-
day tested ‘drone-based
mist spraying’ at Anand Vi-
har, one of the city’s pollu-
tion hotspots.

During the testing, Delhi
Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai said that pollution
levels in the hotspots are
higher than the average
AQl in the capital. “Today’s
demonstration at Anand
Vihar aims to address this
issue,” he said.

“Pollution levels are ele-
vated at 13 hotspots across
Delhi, and this pilot project
allows us to test drone-
based mist spraying in
areas where conventional
anti-smog guns can't
reach,” the Minister said.

The drones used in the
testing can carry up to 15
litres of water and release a
fine mist to control air-
borne pollutants, especial-
ly in the congested and in-
accessible areas.

A report on the effec-
tiveness will be submitted
to the Environment De-
partment and the Delhi
Pollution Control Commit-
tee, Mr. Rai said.
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Drone-based mist spraying tested in Delhi

et F g aruRa eger BsFa &1 aderor frar =

Drone-based Mist Spraying to Curb Air Pollution in Delhi
el  ary wquor 1 ifa Fwwe F v ge-araRa B wET

e On Friday, the Delhi government tested ‘drone-based mist spraying’ at Anand Vihar, one of the city’s pollution

hotspots.

AR &l Geel THR o G-I FAFer FIFr a1 GlieTor ameig R A fohar, ST AT & weuor glewdic &

T T gl

e  During the testing, Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai said that pollution levels in the hotspots are higher than the
average AQI in the capital.

qQ&Tor & NI faeel & gATaRor HAY AaTer TS FET 6 glewdicH H IgWor FaR TSTUE A HET AQI |

37 &

e  “Today’s demonstration at Anand Vihar aims to address this issue,” he said.

3cgiel hel, "IHTeig RAER A 3T &1 Ugled 30 THTAT Fl gl Il Al 3682T g l”

o  “Pollution levels are elevated at 13 hotspots across Delhi, and this pilot project allows us to test drone-based mist
spraying in areas where conventional anti-smog guns can’t reach,” the Minister said.

FAT & gl “feeell & 13 gleTdicH 7 Yguur ¥R ¢ g g, 3R g8 urgee aRISET g -3maTRa fAver wWE
T GUETUT el T HFATT Il & 37 8131 H STgT IRIRD CE-FAMT I 761 TgT Fehell |

e  Thedrones used in the testing can carry up to 15 litres of water and release a fine mist to control airborne pollutants,
especially in the congested and inaccessible areas.

TT0T # 3UGNT fhT 91T et 15 e Ak el of S Hehdd & 3N gar A Hisfe Yeut & FaflEd w & faw

HEIST 3T BIS Tehd! &, [T &0 4 sfigarms arer 3R raifera &vai |

e Areport on the effectiveness will be submitted to the Environment Department and the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee, Mr. Rai said.

A T 7 FeT T geraiieldr W v RUIE garaor fasmr 3R oo yquor fag=or afafa s seqa v smeeh|

‘Tiger population triples in Manas national park’

GS Paper lll: Environment |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The tiger population in
western Assam’s Manas
National Park, a major wil-
dlife preserve stretching
into Bhutan, tripled from
2011 to 2019, a new study
has said.

The report published in
the latest issue of the Jour-
nal of Biological Conserva-
tion attributed this turn
around in a park that suf-
fered because of prolonged

armed conflict to in-
creased funding, improved
protection infrastructure,
and a larger staff.

The study said the
growth in the Manas was
supported by tourism reve-
nue.

The findings indicated
that collaborative efforts
from local communities,
government, and conser-
vation agencies can lead to
successful species recov-
ery in post-conflict scena-
rios. “However, challenges

like poaching and habitat
loss persist, emphasising
the need for continuous
management focus as tiger
populations approach
their carrying capacity,”
the report said.

Dipankar Lahkar of Aa-
ranyak, an Assam-based
biodiversity conservation
organisation, is the lead
author of the report.

According to the study,
the tiger population
(adults/100 km2) density
in Manas increased from

1.06 in 2011-12 to 3.64 in
2018-19 and has a high po-
tential to grow to 8 or
more. It added that the in-
creasing trend could see
the number of tigers in the
park double by 2023 if con-
servation measures are in
place and effective.

In 2021, a total of 44
adult tigers were photo-

graphed in Manas, one of

Assam’s two tiger reserves
designated as UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. The
other is Kaziranga park.

‘Tiger population triples in
Manas national park’
ATE AT 3T &
arEl #T FEAr e e A
TS’

Tiger Population in Manas National
Park Increases

ATH IS 36T & aray &Y
SHET # gefer

e The tiger population in western Assam’s Manas National Park, a major wildlife preserve stretching into Bhutan, tripled from 2011 to
2019, a new study has said.

UREH IHA & AAH TSI 3T H, 5 Ueh GHW Todolla TIETdT &7 & 3R sferer oeh thell &, 2011/ 2019 & ey St

I STAEEAT el AT ST §, Teh AU 3T H g gl T &
e The report published in the latest issue of the Journal of Biological Conservation attributed this turnaround in a park that suffered
because of prolonged armed conflict to increased funding, improved protection infrastructure, and a larger staff.

Soitel TP SR HolRAAA & AdTdH 3 H YHIIAT RAIC & Fgl 7 F o9 THT I Tof IAFT FEY & HROT
a"afrsﬁrvrrgtrﬁﬁwwa@g@ﬁﬁumgﬁg@g&aﬁ,ﬁ@m%wgm%l

e The study said the growth in the Manas was supported by tourism revenue.
HEFYST H el T o AAH H e Al qded Tored @ AT AT

e The findings indicated that collaborative efforts from local communities, government, and conservation agencies can lead to successful
species recovery in post-conflict scenarios.

fosenst & Feha e o Tueir T, SR, 3R EXET0T TRt & weaelt g Nee-FiFade aReeai & gt
EA AN H 3 o I T B

e “However, challenges like poaching and habitat loss persist, emphasising the need for continuous management focus as tiger
populations approach their carrying capacity,” the report said.

RAE & g arar, “grenifer, RIFR 3R 3mare gifer SiE gAlfaar ol T €, S I8 aard § o arel i SIdear 379+ gror
AT FAT gl R AT JaereT T AT &l BT 3Taeshdl g1

e Dipankar Lahkar of Aaranyak, an Assam-based biodiversity conservation organization, is the lead author of the report.
RAE & AET oIEeh AdHT AT 8, Sl HROTF A8 310H TId Sig fafaerdr @eror dare- @ gl

e According to the study, the tiger population (adults/100 km?) density in Manas increased from 1.06 in 2011-12 to 3.64 in 2018-19 and
has a high potential to grow to 8 or more.
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AT & IHJAR, ATAH H qral FY FAWEAT (F6/100 fohef?) Teteq 2011-12 F 1.06 & Fgeh 2018-19 F 3.64 8T a1m § 3R
S 8 AT 3WR AHF dF Tt H ITT &TACT §

e It added that the increasing trend could see the number of tigers in the park double by 2023 if conservation measures are in place and
effective.

ST Ig o ST I foh SeaT g3 A IS Uik A STl H HEAT FH 2023 dh AT F Tehcl § Ffe AIRTOT 3UTT e
T § o[] U ST
e In 2021, a total of 44 adult tigers were photographed in Manas, one of Assam’s two tiger reserves designated as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. The other is Kaziranga Park.

2021 A AAH H FHol 44 TqFH AT AT TEAR ol 318, S 310 & el 91d FHIARVATH § Toh g 5T UNESCO faea eriex

A& & H AMAS a1 a7 §| g@Rr § FSARIT 91|

Drones to emerge as a game changer in
the fisheries sector, says Union Minister

They are set to address many critical challenges with precision and efficiency, says George Kurian;

‘will aid in managing aquaculture farms, monitoring fish markets, assessing infrastructure damage’

GS Paper lll: S&T
€ nindiu bureau

KOCHI

rones will emerge
as a game changer
in the fisheries

sector, addressing several
critical challenges with
precision and efficiency,
Union Minister of State for
Fisheries and Minority
Affairs George Kurian said
here on Friday.

He was inaugurating an
awareness workshop and
demonstration of drone
applications in the
fisheries sector at the
ICAR-Central Marine
Fisheries Research
Institute.

“Drones play a pivotal
role in managing
aquaculture farms,
monitoring fish markets,
and assessing damage to
fisheries infrastructure,
particularly during natural
disasters, when rescue
operations are essential.
On their part, underwater
drones help closely

Demonstration of transportation
of fish using a drone near

the Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute in Kochi on
Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

monitor fish behaviour in
natural habitats, to detect
signs of distress like erratic
swimming patterns and
also provide real-time data
that strengthen
sustainable fisheries
management,” he said.

The event saw live
demonstration of drone
applications in fisheries,
including transportation
of fish from the farm,

Centre to develop
100 climate-resilient
coastal fishermen
villages across

the country

dispensing aquafeeds and
rescue operation.

Succour for fishers

The Minister said the
Centre would develop 100
climate-resilient coastal
fishermen villages across
the country, to help fisher
communities who
encounter climate-change
challenges, by allocating
%2 crore per village under
the Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana.
This would help ready
common facilities like
fish-drying yards,
processing centres, fish
markets, and emergency
rescue facilities, while
promoting
climate-resilient practices
like seaweed cultivation,

Drones as a Game Changer in the Fisheries Sector

AT UTeiel &1 # 31 &1 AT Yo & T H IHIAT

artificial reefs, and green
fuel initiatives.

The Union Department
of Fisheries would install
transponders in about one
lakh marine fishing vessels
this year at an estimate of
¥364 crore. This would
provide a two-way
communication system
enabling real-time tracking
of fishing vessels and help
fishermen to send short
messages using Android
mobile phones while
fishing up to 200 nautical
miles from the coast.

The system would also
provide weather alerts to
the fishermen, including
cyclone warning. The
Indian Space Research
Organisation developed
this technology
indigenously using the
GSAT 6 satellite.

Information related to
potential fishing zones too
would be made available
to the fisherfolk on their
cell phones in regional
languages, he said.

Drones to emerge as a
game changer in the
fisheries sector, says
Union Minister

Hag 7 A Fer F A
3CANT & AT 7 A7

They are set to address many
critical challenges with precision
and efficiency, says George
Kurian; ‘will aid in managing
aquaculture farms, monitoring

fish markets, assessing
infrastructure damage

Sitet R Fe & Fr ¥ 78
Ageaqul gAlfaat F1 Féwar
3 gaTaT F WY AT FIA
¥ T AR g Ses At &
Y&, AGel deTRT S AR,
gforardy g #r aifa &1 Ao
T H WA H8ET

e Drones will emerge as a game changer in the fisheries sector, addressing several critical challenges with precision and efficiency, Union
Minister of State for Fisheries and Minority Affairs George Kurian said here on Friday.

31T ACEY UTeleT &7 A AF o & & F 39, ST S Hgea ol oAl T FATUI FEFT 3 G&TaAT & Ty T, A
qTee AR eTHETS ATHAl F A T FA, Sl FRAT A YhaR H TgT Tl

e He was inaugurating an awareness workshop and demonstration of drone applications in the fisheries sector at the ICAR-Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute.

3glel ICAR-$e41T WAL AT UTelel HTHYUT HEATA H HET lelel &7 H el 30N & SR 7 SIOTEehdl HrRMeT
3R ggdi & 3emres R

o Drones play a pivotal role in managing aquaculture farms, monitoring fish markets, and assessing damage to fisheries infrastructure,
particularly during natural disasters, when rescue operations are essential.

ST Tl FY FIAT & JoereT, Aol qeIRT 1 FIRTE, 3R AT qTere W= 6 EU (Al I Hedihed H FEIIOT
sffaenr fed €, oY &0 & wrgpfas smvensit & ek, Sia aara w13 3maeae gid £

e Underwater drones help closely monitor fish behavior in natural habitats, to detect signs of distress like erratic swimming patterns and
also provide real-time data that strengthen sustainable fisheries management.

STIHIe Zlel Tepicieh TATET H HSell o cGagR T TR § ARG el H Aee i &, arfeh JTPUT e & Yeet Sl
Hehe 1 TEIT &1 Il Tol b AR IFAfad AT F S VEH Hd & ol TART AT Gleled T ol AT Hd o

e The event saw live demonstration of drone applications in fisheries, including transportation of fish from the farm, dispensing aquafeeds,
and rescue operations.

SH FEFH H AET ITelel 7 31T TN &1 Shad yede &ar I, forest Awelt &1 aRage, stelar 3meR &1 faawor, 3k
919 F AR |
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Succour for Fishers
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e The Minister said the Centre would develop 100 climate-resilient coastal fishermen villages across the country, to help fisher
communities who encounter climate-change challenges, by allocating 2 crore per village under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada

Yojana.

HN o dgl o shg TIHR G R F 100 FTAGY-erdiell TET AGHRT & T fqhflcT e, ATfeh AGIRT FHSAT I SToaryg

aRader 1 AT &1 THA A F Ace Aol T, 30 fAT TUersd ) H#FT FIGT N1 & dgd i 917 2 FAZ 1

3des fohar S|

e This would help ready common facilities like fish-drying yards, processing centres, fish markets, and emergency rescue facilities,
while promoting climate-resilient practices like seaweed cultivation, artificial reefs, and green fuel initiatives.

SEA AGCl Y@ & ITS, THEHIOT g, AGell FoIR, AR Araraasreier q=ra Flaeumsd S g giaeanit @ GaR ae &
#ee oM, |1y & Srerarg-erdier FATd i woget darer F A, F varw AT, 3R g $uer g gerar Fem|

e The Union Department of Fisheries would install transponders in about one lakh marine fishing vessels this year at an estimate of 3364

crore.

FET AET Telel fANWT ST aY oeToHeT U o1 AR HASoll Gahsal alell Aral H TGS T, fordehT 3efATeid @

3364 S BT

e This would provide a two-way communication system enabling real-time tracking of fishing vessels and help fishermen to send short

messages using Android mobile phones while fishing up to 200 nautical miles from the coast.

I E-aTPT IR YOIl TS e Sl aFdiad AT H ASel Jhsel drell d1@) h HIRET R H A HT 3R
AGIRI I T35 ANGBA BleT b 3TN Fileh 200 dAlfewer M deh AT Tohsd FHI HiGTA Tl Holel T Fraur am|

e The system would also provide weather alerts to the fishermen, including cyclone warnings.

Ig GO ADIHRT &1 Aaer e o gert H¥am, forwst asrara 1 Aamafaat aifde g

e The Indian Space Research Organisation developed this technology indigenously using the GSAT 6 satellite.

HRART IHaReT HTHUTT WIS o SH Aehellehl T GSAT 6 39AE & 3YAT e Fagell & & faspfaa famar g
o Information related to potential fishing zones too would be made available to the fisherfolk on their cell phones in regional languages.

TR A gwsa & &A1 § Heftd STl 8l APHRT T 3o7eh B BT GT AT H913T F 3Uclet) HS AT |

The BRICS journey — gaining heft while in transition

[GS Paper II: IR
ow things change within a year.
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin
made only a brief digital appearance
at the BRICS 2023 summit in
Johannesburg, despite host South Africa’s
decision to provide him diplomatic immunity
against an ICC-issued arrest warrant linked to the
Ukraine war. As the host and Chair of the summit
this year, Mr. Putin dominated the show. The
three-day summit pushed news about the
ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia to the
back pages.

Survival and a rejuvenation

The summit in Kazan, Russia (October 22-24,
2024) was the sixteenth in a series that began in
2009. Only four countries — Brazil, Russia, India
and China — participated in the first two summits.
South Africa joined the group at the third summit
in 2011, giving it its present name, BRICS. The first
decade recorded several accomplishments, but
the second decade began on a difficult note. The
outbreak of COVID-19 put China on the defensive;
then the bloody clash between Chinese and
Indian troops in the Galwan Valley in June 2020
brought ties between two member-states to a new
low; finally, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 triggered Moscow’s confrontation
with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. All
this made the grouping vulnerable.

Yet, it survived and showed signs of
rejuvenation. The 15th summit’s decision on
expansion led to five new members: Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, Egypt,
and Ethiopia. A disclosure by Mr. Putin that 34
more nations are desirous of joining the grouping
signifies that BRICS is headed upwards.
Post-summit, the Russian projection was that this
grouping represents the ‘Global Majority.

This transition trajectory needs to be factored
in while assessing the outcomes of the Kazan
summit and their broad implications for the
world. BRICS does not strive to create a new
world order. It just wants to reform the present
one so that it works for everyone. The grouping is
driven by “the BRICS spirit”, which is imbued
with eight specific characteristics: mutual respect
and understanding; sovereign equality; solidarity;
democracy; openness; inclusiveness;
collaboration, and consensus. It is committed to
promoting intra-BRICS cooperation under three
verticals: political and security; economic and
financial, and cultural and people-to-people
cooperation.

BRICS, initially a grouping of emerging
economies, is now primarily a platform for
Emerging Markets and Developing Countries
(EMDCs). It is a combined grouping of the east
and the south, juxtaposed to the Global North.
There are notable anti-western tendencies within
the BRICS, but its moderate members are
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committed to safeguarding its non-western
orientation.

Pushing for comprehensive United Nations
reform, the grouping devised at Johannesburg a
careful formulation to support the aspirations of
countries from Africa, Asia and Latin America,
“including the BRICS countries” (meaning India,
Brazil and South Africa) to play a more significant
role in the UN, including its Security Council. This
remained unchanged at Kazan; no further
improvement was registered in favour of the
three aspirants. None was expected as China’s
reluctance to go beyond this formula is an open
secret.

Another significant element was the grouping’s
call for the elimination of unilateral economic
sanctions. It depicts them as unilateral measures,
aptly highlighting that they are contrary to
international law and have far-reaching
implications for human rights.

Verticals and their focus

On the first vertical relating to peace and security,
the summit focused on the conflict in West Asia,
to which several paragraphs were devoted in the
declaration. Paragraph 30 has scathing criticism
for Israel’s actions without any reference to the
October 7 terrorist attack by Hamas. The
grouping has called for an immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire, unconditional release
of all hostages, and the establishment of an
independent ‘State of Palestine’. Israel, whose
military dominance of the region continues, was
not impressed. Its response came in the form of a
direct air attack on Iran, a member of BRICS.

With Russia as the chair of BRICS, the grouping
said much less about the continuing war in
Ukraine. Members were content with reiterating
their national positions and calling for the end of
war through dialogue and diplomacy while
underlining the need to address “the root causes”
of conflicts.

On the second vertical of economic and
financial cooperation, the common currency
issue received maximum attention. The decision
taken was along expected lines. The use of local
currencies in financial transactions between
BRICS countries and their trading partners will be
facilitated further. However, the issue of deeper
financial and banking cooperation will continue
to be studied by the Finance ministries of the
member-states.

With Saudi Arabia still hesitant about joining
BRICS fully, initial expectations of a massive
capital injection into the New Development Bank
remain unfulfilled. Therefore, the leaders
restricted themselves to suggesting further
improvement in the bank’s workings and
expressing their commitment to develop it into “a
new type of MDB in the 21st century.”

The third vertical aims to strengthen

people-to-people exchanges for social and
economic development. Cooperation involving
sports, culture, parliaments, civil society,
business, and think tanks could have a beneficial
long-term impact.

Finally, a crucial decision related to the
grouping’s expansion. The outreach session was
held on the last day, with the participation of 34
states. Having approved the guidelines and
criteria, a new category of ‘partner state’ was
created. Thirteen countries have been invited to
join the grouping as partner states. Latin
America: Cuba and Bolivia; Eurasia: Belarus and
Tiirkiye; Africa: Algeria, Nigeria, and Uganda;
Southeast Asia: Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
and Vietnam; and Central Asia: Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. Clearly, the third expansion will
further augment the BRICS family’s share of the
world population, international trade and GDP.
Between now and the next summit in Brazil in
2025, most of these states may be included as
parters, but they are expected to clamour for
their early elevation as full members. Hence, the
transition may continue for some more time.

From India’s lens

From India’s perspective, BRICS figures among
the top six plurilateral groupings today — G-20,
Quad, BRICS, BIMSTEC (The Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation), G-7 (where India has a
nearly permanent guest status), and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO). BRICS helps
India to promote multipolarity in the world,
exercise its strategic autonomy, deepen its
relations with Russia, and effectively advocate the
interests and agenda of the Global South. In
addition, the latest summit served as a useful
platform for the first meeting in about five years
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping. Bilateral negotiations
resulted in an agreement on border patrolling
arrangements and disengagement. Hence, this
meeting, held on the summit’s sidelines, heralded
the beginning of a rapprochement between New
Delhi and Beijing. As China-India relations
improve, the strategic space for India to deal with
its western partners may also expand.

India attaches a high degree of importance to
making BRICS an effective instrument for
international cooperation. This nation has made a
tangible contribution in this direction and is
eager to continue doing so. Initial caution over
expansion has now been replaced by a sober
calculation that increased membership, if
handled properly, will enhance the influence of
this plurilateral grouping. Above all, BRICS allows
India to serve as a bridge between the west and
the east and between the north and the south,
thus turning New Delhi into a geopolitical sweet
spot today.



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur.
Contact Number: 9971932488

The BRICS journey — gaining heft while in transition
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Survival and a rejuvenation

TamE 3R T S g

The summit in Kazan, Russia (October 22-24, 2024) was the sixteenth in a series that began in 2009.

2024 H T o ATl H ARSI RIET FFAST @ 7 Fietgdl T, 5 2009 7 & g3 2|

Only four countries — Brazil, Russia, India and China — participated in the first two summits.

Tgd & RIER TFAes # oo IR et — Sreie, 7, 9Rd, 3R feT — 7 smer o ey

South Africa joined the group at the third summit in 2011, giving it its present name, BRICS.

gfaror 3rhreT ot 2011 F e @ wFAeeT 7 dAg A fAer g 38 BRICS A1 |

The first decade recorded several accomplishments, but the second decade began on a difficult note.

qgell &R &g STCATSUTT T IATE T, Afthed GEIT GAF Teh HiSeT YBHTT F YF EIHT|

The outbreak of COVID-19 put China on the defensive; then the bloody clash between Chinese and Indian troops in the Galwan Valley
in June 2020 brought ties between two member-states to a new low.

COVID-19 &I Yehld et sl TeTicreh Eufd & srer feam; Y 2020 S[a # armeratar w1t 7 et 3R oRa AfAent & o el day
o el Hery Rt & Hewd Y A5 fael Rufa & agar fea|

Finally, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 triggered Moscow’s confrontation with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO).

3 A, T FT Yghel T HTHAY G 2022 F AR (3R Iceliies AT HISeT) & AT FAFDR H THIT 3T G|
Despite challenges, the grouping survived and showed signs of rejuvenation.

Al & d1as]g, I8 Hefg Sifdd @1 3R I Slifdd g & Heha fe@iv|

The 15th summit’s decision on expansion led to five new members: Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Iran, Egypt, and Ethiopia.

153 Rray gFes &1 o Rrar w0 a1, fSas aRomsATasT 9 70 @8 o9 936l 3R, 4us, §0, A, 3
st

A disclosure by Mr. Putin that 34 more nations are desirous of joining the grouping signifies that BRICS is headed upwards.
Y Iegafa gfasr ganT I8 goren fhar = o 34 3R AU 50 THE & AAA gl & 3TOH 8, g Hehol ol & T BRICS
F9X $T 3R 9¢ @ Bl

BRICS Spirit and Reform Agenda

BRICS #T #TTa=T 3R FUR TaisT

Post-summit, the Russian projection was that this grouping represents the ‘Global Majority’.

wmﬁm,wwmm%ww‘mw’wmmm

BRICS does not strive to create a new world order. It just wants to reform the present one.

BRICS 13T afdeh 3TCer Selled &l IR FET ATl TG chaol TcidAleT LA Hl FURAT Mg &
The grouping is driven by “the BRICS spirit”, which is imbued with eight specific characteristics:

Ig THE “BRICS #Y H1aa ¥ IR &, [0 316 fafise f[AQwane anfder &

Mutual respect
Sovereign equality
Solidarity
Democracy
Openness
Inclusiveness
Collaboration
o Consensus
BRICS is committed to promoting intra-BRICS cooperation under three verticals:

BRICS cfiel 9@ AT01dT & g BRICS & $ffa¥ Wedlar 1 sorar &4 o fow gfdeey ¢
o Political and security

o Economic and financial
o Cultural and people-to-people cooperation

O O 0O O O O O

Emergence of BRICS as a Platform for Emerging Markets

BRICS T 39T 330 IR & fow v A9
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Initially a grouping of emerging economies, BRICS is now primarily a platform for Emerging Markets and Developing Countries
(EMDC:s).

IR F 3 Irfeqaeqait 1 FHg, BRICS a0 HET §T A I qomt 3R Farweher gaf (EMDCs) & fav v w9 a7
I F

BRICS is a combined grouping of the East and the South, juxtaposed to the Global North.
BRICS qd 3 affior &1 €3« @#g ¢, o 3w sw s fawdia w@r am gl
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There are notable anti-western tendencies within BRICS, but its moderate members are committed to safeguarding its non-western
orientation.

BRICS # uf¥asr faieft wgfert vuse €, Afeher g&eh ATl Wewa 30e qiRas et arr v 8 wa & fav gfdeey g

Call for UN Reform and Opposition to Unilateral Economic Sanctions

HIFT T FUR ¥ AT 3earar 3R vhewwr nfds sfdasd 1 Ay

Pushing for comprehensive United Nations reform, BRICS devised a careful formulation to support the aspirations of countries from
Africa, Asia, and Latin America, “including the BRICS countries” to play a more significant role in the UN, including its Security
Council.

UIFT T & AF FUR F T BRICS 7 Teh HaeTeliqdes FAOT AR R, St rhant, wfira 3R arehelt 3@Rer
aRil T 3TRiETIHT T FHIA Har g, [EH BRICS it (Toierat o, sirsfer, 3 gf&vor 3rfre) o1 g Teg, faAway 38
& qRwg A S Ageayol AT el & fov GRa forar |

This formulation remained unchanged at Kazan, and no further improvement was registered in favor of the three aspirants.
w@wmﬁmﬁaﬁam,wmsqﬁaeﬁ%qﬁﬁaﬂéwwaﬁgm

China’s reluctance to go beyond this formula is an open secret.

et @Y BASF sH T 4 I 96 & AHS H T Gell B §

Another significant element was the grouping’s call for the elimination of unilateral economic sanctions.

& AN AGAYOT dcd TIg T vt i wfdaet F werea F@ F AU smEa o

It depicts them as unilateral measures, highlighting that they are contrary to international law and have far-reaching implications for
human rights.

TE $oc THHT YA H T A AT &, Ig T §U foh I HRTSET Fhefet o [ & 3R $e7h AAATYRR T GLIMAT
9Hd gsd gl

Verticals and Their Focus

giewew 3R 3% eu T
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Peace and Security
erifer 3 geam
o The summit focused on the conflict in West Asia, dedicating several paragraphs in the declaration.
FFAee & qRgw TR & wu¥ w0 eae R B, S aivonas A S snqesdl @ @Afdda e
o Paragraph 30 sharply criticized Israel’s actions without mentioning the October 7 terrorist attack by Hamas.
3G 30 7 SONISe T FIRATSAT I FH3T JHTellaell H, ifehol 7 IFEaX FT FATH G@RT fFT T ATAFA gH I
PSS ool oTgT fhaT|

o The grouping called for an immediate and comprehensive ceasefire, unconditional release of all hostages, and the
establishment of an independent “State of Palestine’.

T o dcprel AR 19w Joufawrs, welt qust A [ar ad Rewg, 3R v wao7 ‘Bfawda vow & symer &
AT FI|

o lIsrael responded with an air attack on Iran, a BRICS member.
SRS of T 9T §ATE §HT 13T, SiT U BRICS &I &l

o Russia, as BRICS chair, said little about the continuing war in Ukraine, focusing on national positions and calling for an end to
the war through dialogue and diplomacy.

&4, ST BRICS &1 376087 ¢, ST Ihel IGH T HHA $S Hel, WL 3@ N €I hied frar 3N warg ik
Fedlfd & ATEIH A Joof I AT HIA HT el foha|
Economic and Financial Cooperation
wfds 3t R agghr
o The common currency issue received significant attention.
AT AT Hed W AV eareT fem arm|
o The use of local currencies in financial transactions between BRICS countries and trading partners will be further facilitated.

BRICS ?if 3R 3e7eh AR ATSERT & ora fadiig defeeT & T Jerait o1 39dler 3R deran siee|
o The issue of deeper financial and banking cooperation will continue to be studied by the Finance ministries of the member-
states.

el Rl 3ilv dfFer wealer 7 Heer weww &2 & e Farerat qanT srewye fRar Sween|
o Saudi Arabia's hesitation about joining BRICS fully left initial expectations of a capital injection into the New Development
Bank unfulfilled.

FCT 3]G HT BRICSH G e & AT g & Fhra atel & HRUTAT e o & et faaer & qreamer
3EE ¥ 8T 81 S|

o Leaders called for improvement in the workings of the bank and expressed commitment to develop it into a “new type of MDB
in the 21st century.”

At A I F FHBTST A GUR & el 1 AR 58 214t Gl F AT gHR F MDB" & deolel HT gfdaerdr
cgard
People-to-People Exchanges for Social and Economic Development

Ao 3R s Rew F /AT S9-8-39 99F

o Cooperation in sports, culture, parliaments, civil society, business, and think tanks could have a beneficial long-term impact.
A, FEHIQ, FHal, AATSS Hered, saqumy, iR e &F 7 agaer # o 3afer #F amed wia gl @ g
BRICS Expansion
BRICS #T fdFaR

o A new category of ‘partner state’ was created. 13 countries were invited as partner states.

‘FEER TS’ FT T 747 A7 915 15| 13 A 1 TBieR T & & & [FATT fmar |
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o Countries invited:
forsfaa &l
» Latin America: Cuba and Bolivia
dAfee R Fg@n ik Afafar
» FEurasia: Belarus and Turkiye
TR Ao T bt
= Africa: Algeria, Nigeria, and Uganda
3TSRTRT: ITeo T, ATSSIRET, 3R 39T
= Southeast Asia: Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam
SRT-gE vRT: SRR, AR, e, 3k Raaem
= Central Asia: Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
FOT TR FerEEdn 3R seafREd
o The third expansion will further augment BRICS’ share of the world population, international trade, and GDP.
AT faFAR BRICS & faRa S9€EAT, IAWSET SOMR, 31K GDP # f¥d &1 3R Jgruem|

o By the next summit in Brazil in 2025, most of these countries are expected to become partners, but they will likely push for full
membership.

reiter ® 2025 & 30TeT HEHAT deh, 3T 2T & TR AHIGR Sefel T HHATEAT &, it I U HeEIaT & Tow
&eTd SeTear|

From India’s Perspective

ART & Tfoehor &

e BRICS figures among India's top six plurilateral groupings:
BRICS #Ra & ofi¥ o sguels wopgl & @ @& &
G-20,
Quad,
BRICS,
BIMSTEC (The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation),
G-7 (India has a nearly permanent guest status),
o SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation).
e BRICS helps India to promote multipolarity, exercise strategic autonomy, deepen relations with Russia, and advocate for the Global
South.

BRICS #1Ra I afgerdiaar &l gerar &Y, T0Efae Faraadr &1 diefel oiel, T6 & A1 Haei 1 763 a3 dRaw gfaor
& fRdl &1 gAdT = #F Acg Lar B

e The summit served as a platform for the first meeting in five years between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping.
A o JuTarsa g Aer 3R wegufa o Fafr s S o arer & ggelt Farpra &1 7@ v |

o Bilateral negotiations led to an agreement on border patrolling arrangements and disengagement.
gfaual arat & qRUTATTET €AT Ted sFawyT AR IREIRE Rgead W dgaAfa se i

e India views BRICS as an instrument for international cooperation and has made tangible contributions to this direction.

$TRA BRICS T TSI FEANT T 3YHIVT AIAT ¢ 3R 39 feer & 39 Inerer fhar g1

e Initially cautious about expansion, India now supports an increased BRICS membership, believing it will enhance the grouping’s
influence.

faFaR & SN # IRET # FAh XA 3 BRICS WEEIAT 1§11 HT FAYA AT &, I€ AT U foh SHE THE T 7
Fea|

e BRICS allows India to serve as a bridge between the west and east, and between the north and south, positioning New Delhi as a
geopolitical sweet spot today.

BRICS R &l af¥a# 3R qd, 33w 3k af@or & 99 e dgF & # F a1 1 3pfa &an ¢, owa a8 Reehr
3TST T A g g1 f&am = g
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Staying cool, but with clean tech, global collaborations

[GS Paper Ill: Environment |

merely a luxury but a necessity, especially

for vulnerable populations. International
cooperation on clean energy and cooling
solutions is a crucial step toward addressing the
climate crisis. On September 21, 2024, the Quad
nations (Australia, India, Japan, and the United
States) issued the Wilmington Declaration, which
underscores the Quad’s commitment to
sustainable energy solutions, particularly
focusing on high-efficiency cooling systems. This
aligns with the earlier joint statement by India
and the U.S., which detailed a road map for
building resilient and secure global clean energy
supply chains, placing a special emphasis on
clean cooling technologies. Both statements
highlight the urgent need to deploy affordable
and energy-efficient cooling systems in
climate-vulnerable regions while advancing global
climate goals.

India’s leadership in these efforts is
particularly noteworthy. As part of the Quad’s
clean energy initiatives, India has pledged
significant investments in solar and cooling
infrastructure across the Indo-Pacific region.
Along with the U.S. and India’s joint plan to
expand manufacturing capacities for
high-efficiency air-conditioners and ceiling fans,
these developments could significantly reduce
the climate impact of cooling systems.

l n a rapidly warming world, cooling is not

Cooling-related emissions
The broader relevance of these international
efforts can be seen through the lens of the
Montreal Protocol and its Kigali Amendment
(2016), which already set a precedent for
collective global action on cooling-related
emissions. As global temperatures rise, increasing
demand for cooling makes it imperative for the
world to adopt the lessons of these frameworks,
reducing harmful emissions while transitioning to
sustainable alternatives.

The Kigali Amendment expanded its scope to
target hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), potent
greenhouse gases used in cooling appliances. Left
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International
cooperation on
clean energy
and cooling
solutions is
another crucial
step in
addressing the
climate crisis

unchecked, HFCs could contribute to 0.52°C of
warming by 2100. Maximising the Kigali
Amendment’s impact requires aligning the HFC
phase-down with energy efficiency
improvements. More efficient cooling systems
could deliver about two-thirds of total
greenhouse gas reductions by cutting electricity
consumpfion. This would reduce emissions,
lower air pollution from fossil fuel power plants,
and save costs for manufacturers and consumers.
Climate change has heightened two critical
threats related to cooling: the indirect emissions
from inefficient air-conditioning and refrigeration
systems powered by fossil fuels, and the direct
emissions from harmful refrigerants. However,
many countries still lack integrated energy
efficiency and refrigerant standards.
High-efficiency air conditioners using
climate-friendly refrigerants are available, but
inefficient models using outdated refrigerants still
dominate many markets. Without stronger
regulations, developing nations risk becoming
dumping grounds for these inefficient appliances,
exacerbating climate and energy challenges.

Having a mission-mode approach
In 2024, parts of India experienced temperatures
over 50°C, underscoring the need for cooling to
ensure thermal comfort, preserve food, medical
supplies, and industrial processes. India, one of
the most climate-vulnerable nations, faces
increasingly severe heatwaves that endanger
millions. By 2030, an estimated 160 million to
200 million Indians could face deadly heatwaves
annually. The country’s workforce, heavily
exposed to extreme heat, risks significant
declines in productivity, health, and food
security. Cooling demand is expected to surge,
with air conditioner sales rising 16% for every
degree over 30°C. By 2050, India may have the
world’s highest cooling demand, with over 1.14
billion air conditioners in use.

India ratified the Kigali Amendment in 2021,
committing to reduce HFCs by 85% by 2047. The
India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) targets a

Staying cool, but with clean tech, global collaborations

T dadle 3 ARTH AT & AT 337 @l

Cooling is a Necessity, Not a Luxury

e Inarapidly warming world, cooling is not merely a luxury but a necessity, especially for vulnerable populations.

Teh doll & I BT Gierar &, Hiciar shael Teh ool w161, Siceh Teh MMaRTehall &, [AAY §T & FAGAR STAaEa3i & fow
e International cooperation on clean energy and cooling solutions is a crucial step toward addressing the climate crisis.

TIEE FoAl 3N FHIT FATUEAT TR HRTSEQT TR STefarg Hehe ¥ fAuest v fGem 7 v #Ageaqol Fea g

e On September 21, 2024, the Quad nations (Australia, India, Japan, and the United States) issued the Wilmington Declaration, which
underscores the Quad’s commitment to sustainable energy solutions, particularly focusing on high-efficiency cooling systems.

21 RAdE 2024 1, FaTs AR (ITELTAT, HRA, ST, R T Tsg AR o RAfeHTes aiyon st $, St Fars & qad
Sl AT & 9fd Ifdeeydr I 3@ifhd FA &, AT §7 F 327 g7 e Fioar Beea | ea Hfgd 3 gul

e This aligns with the earlier joint statement by India and the U.S., which detailed a road map for building resilient and secure global clean
energy supply chains, placing a special emphasis on clean cooling technologies.

Ig AR 3R IANFT @R Tgel I 1S AYFT 94T & Aol Wil g, Toreed R 3R @ida aRass Taes Foft 3mqfd s@ensit
& f#TOT & foT v AsAT wqa fohar aran o, fowd Faee Ffdwr deafafeat w ey SR e amr an

o Both statements highlight the urgent need to deploy affordable and energy-efficient cooling systems in climate-vulnerable regions while

advancing global climate goals.

20%-25% reduction in cooling demand, 25-40% in
energy consumption, and a shift to low-global
warming potential (GWP) refrigerants,
demonstrating leadership in climate-friendly
cooling. A mission-mode approach is needed to
tackle these challenges. A national mission for
sustainable cooling would require focused
leadership, cross-sectoral collaboration, and
coordinated efforts across ministries. Establishing
an inter-ministerial working group, planning a
launch event, and allocating an initial budget are
essential. National capacity-building initiatives
and dedicated budget lines must follow for
long-term success.

COP29 and the momentum of COP28
International commitments to clean energy
cooling are encouraging, but technologies must
remain affordable. The U.S.-India partnership and
the Quad’s initiatives emphasise deployment and
local manufacturing of high-efficiency cooling
systems. The challenge is in ensuring equitable
access, particularly in developing regions where
cooling needs are the greatest. Rising global
temperatures require scaling up energy-efficient
solutions without straining fragile electricity grids
or leaving vulnerable populations behind.

India’s proactive approach to cooling
challenges, especially through the ICAP, positions
it as a global leader in sustainable cooling. The
country can protect its population from heat
while leading the global fight against climate
change, ensuring thermal comfort for all.

At COP28 (Dubai), 63 countries pledged to
reduce cooling emissions by 68% by 2050. The
Global Cooling Pledge, though non-binding,
could provide cooling access to 3.5 billion people
by 2050 and save $17 trillion in energy costs.
However, global action must accelerate to make
this a reality. COP29 must build on the
momentum of COP28 by expanding cooling
commitments. This includes increasing
participation in the Global Cooling Pledge and
enhancing partnerships across sectors and
nations.

alell ST SToarg-HdeaAefel &ial & FEelt 3R FaAT ot Ficler [Eerq ' delid el T AraRTHdT 1 39PN A &, A1 &
g STorarg FeAt 1 3 TeleT BT AT |

India’s Leadership in Clean Energy and Cooling
e Fa1 3R g # ara 6 dAqea qfFw

e India’s leadership in these efforts is particularly noteworthy.
ST GAHT H AR T Aqged HfAST AT §T F FAEAT |

e As part of the Quad’s clean energy initiatives, India has pledged significant investments in solar and cooling infrastructure across the

Indo-Pacific region.

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur.
Contact Number: 9971932488

FATS 1 TIT6 Foll Tgdl & BEH & & H, 4R - 331-2fAfpF &7 7 WK 3R i sraaww=n d #@geaqel @awr a=
arer fhar gl

Along with the U.S. and India’s joint plan to expand manufacturing capacities for high-efficiency air-conditioners and ceiling fans,
these developments could significantly reduce the climate impact of cooling systems.

IARFT AR 9RT T aYFT ASTAT & FY ITT GETAT dTel WA FIRER 3N AN Se1 &6 AT &1 1 do & faw, T
faera Ffcler RAFcrd & Fearg THTa I AFAYEl §9 F FH T TFhd 8

Cooling-related Emissions and Global Cooperation

Ffdr & wafta scweter 3R IRaF Fgahr

The broader relevance of these international efforts can be seen through the lens of the Montreal Protocol and its Kigali Amendment
(2016), which already set a precedent for collective global action on cooling-related emissions.

SoT IRTSET YATHT FT cATYh Hgcd Alfeeqd Nerhid 3R 3% fhamell U« (2016) & ATETH ¥ SWT ST TohdT &, forast
TEel & FfeT ¥ FfUT Seqolel W ARTF Fgad FNAS & [0 veh yRAF 3emeor euriid faar i

As global temperatures rise, increasing demand for cooling makes it imperative for the world to adopt the lessons of these frameworks,
reducing harmful emissions while transitioning to sustainable alternatives.

SHA-5i8 &fRge ATIHTT 9¢ T6T &, FiidT & Focdl AR 38 SR &l & foh gierdn g7 gl & 916 39aT, gifasns 3casie
P HH P FUHAT fasedi I 3R FHAT

The Kigali Amendment expanded its scope to target hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), potent greenhouse gases used in cooling appliances.
fararrell FaereT & 319eT SR T fAEAN FRRFARIFARIGIAA (HFCs) T offard o, S Hiclar IUaoil & 39ANeT glel arel
gerraemel Magzw HA L

Left unchecked, HFCs could contribute to 0.52°C of warming by 2100.

3R fAfRa sgr fFar I, ar HFCs 2100 de 0.52°C T dT9#AT §T Thd g

Maximizing the Kigali Amendment’s impact requires aligning the HFC phase-down with energy efficiency improvements.

feramrelt waterer & wotra &1 TARAH el & AT, HFC & BoT-813d T Fofl &Il FURT & HY AT el AT g
More efficient cooling systems could deliver about two-thirds of total greenhouse gas reductions by cutting electricity consumption.
A T qar pichr Becra For Mg duscaoa A @ oersrer 1-faers F7 X Gaha &, fsrel T @ A1 ger|
This would reduce emissions, lower air pollution from fossil fuel power plants, and save costs for manufacturers and consumers.

SHY 3cHoie A HAl TN, Naread $uet TR IR Toliel § arg yeuor g, AR fAaATarsd 3R et & fav
RTd Fad gref|

Challenges in Cooling Efficiency and Refrigerant Standards

Fferer gatar 3 Weee ar=l & getfaar

Climate change has heightened two critical threats related to cooling: the indirect emissions from inefficient air-conditioning and
refrigeration systems powered by fossil fuels, and the direct emissions from harmful refrigerants.

Serarg IRade o1 Hicler § ST & Ageaqol el &1 a7 o & Sfans $ua @ Faifeld Jvsmdl v SHerfa 3k
Wharers A @ 30Tt 3cdad, 3R gifders IWheie & JcIsaT 3caaidd|

However, many countries still lack integrated energy efficiency and refrigerant standards.

gleiifeh, g St & 378l off Tehiopcd ST gaTdT 3R Wpsie ATl Hr Fall &

High-efficiency air conditioners using climate-friendly refrigerants are available, but inefficient models using outdated refrigerants
still dominate many markets.

FAT 8T TR SRR St Srerarg AT Ihoiie 1 3UheT ol § 3UTs g, Aifehed Il Aise St el WMhoe &I 3TZNET
T &, 300 o1 g STOIRT # gred

Without stronger regulations, developing nations risk becoming dumping grounds for these inefficient appliances, exacerbating climate
and energy challenges.

3R F3 fgwraeh 7T gich, ot fasraeher qof 7 g7 rvemmer 3uaolt & sfior IEs aea &1 waw g, fad Soary 3R
ol GAEITT 9¢ Hehal B

Having a mission-mode approach

T AUA-AlE TehIr 91T
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In 2024, parts of India experienced temperatures over 50°C, underscoring the need for cooling to ensure thermal comfort, preserve food,
medical supplies, and industrial processes.

2024 7, R & Fo fEAl H50°C & 3T aaAre o farar arr, S gafel 3, @rey, RAfswear amqfed ik e
gieram3it o TUET FaT & T 336 T 3T THar FH I@ifhd FHT

India, one of the most climate-vulnerable nations, faces increasingly severe heatwaves that endanger millions.

R, S gfeiar & Fa8 HUS Ferarg-Hdeaelier QM A & Th &, o gU TR ledd F1 AT X IgT &, S ol el
A X H SreldT gl

By 2030, an estimated 160 million to 200 million Indians could face deadly heatwaves annually.

ZOSOW,HﬂﬂTﬁHlGOmﬁzooﬁﬁwmﬁ FT g Tl gideh giedd &l TTHAT FelT 95 ohaT gl

The country’s workforce, heavily exposed to extreme heat, risks significant declines in productivity, health, and food security.

<Rl &I RS, S AR AT & IS F B, ScUIGendr, Fareed 3R @iy FLaT A Agcaqol FREe & Sf@H 1 dme e
W@ B

Cooling demand is expected to surge, with air conditioner sales rising 16% for every degree over 30°C.

&S T ANT H el T 3G §, T FIRER AT fIhr #30°C ¥ 39 ¥ 33l & forw 169 gefer gr W 2l
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By 2050, India may have the world’s highest cooling demand, with over 1.14 billion air conditioners in use.

2050 cTeh, IR H gferdm 1 AW F37 Ssoh T AT g1 Teohell &, e 1.14 Rferaa & 310 v HIRerd &1 393097 8
Hehell B

India ratified the Kigali Amendment in 2021, committing to reduce HFCs by 85% by 2047.

HRT & 2021 7 faramelt Feerar &1 FHo{r &, ST HFECs Y 2047 e 85% e T & Hehed ofdl &

The India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) targets a 20%-25% reduction in cooling demand, 25-40% in energy consumption, and a shift to
low-global warming potential (GWP) refrigerants.

HR T R THAA STl (ICAP) 35 & HIIT H 20%-25%, Foil TIA H 25-40% T T, AR A-veliae arféfer e
(GWP) IfhaiicH &I 3R dgalld &l d8g IWdT gl
A mission-mode approach is needed to tackle these challenges.

s gelfadl & Aues & fow ve fRee-Ars efSeaior it smaegsdr gl

A national mission for sustainable cooling would require focused leadership, cross-sectoral collaboration, and coordinated efforts across
ministries.

ad 35% & [T T USE AT & Hfad Aqea, Hia-Gaete WA, 3R Aol & i GAfead GarEl Hr 3raedehar
g

Establishing an inter-ministerial working group, planning a launch event, and allocating an initial budget are essential.
Teh $T-HATTA F WHE T AT, dlleel DRI HT AlsTell Fellell, IR IRIAS ol HEied Al 3aede ¢l
National capacity-building initiatives and dedicated budget lines must follow for long-term success.

U &THAT AT ugel AR FATT Fofc oigal T Irelel el A1 arfr drdemfaes aheldr GiAead g @

COP29 and the momentum of COP28
CoP29 3tk copP2s #r afa

International commitments to clean energy cooling are encouraging, but technologies must remain affordable.

AT Foll 88% & (AU AW FTATEUATE ScHgSTAS 8, Afdhed FieAfAfFAr frwrrdr st @l =1fRul
The U.S.-India partnership and the Quad’s initiatives emphasize deployment and local manufacturing of high-efficiency cooling
systems.

IARFT- R TSGR 3R FA15 AT Igel 7 ITI-GTAAT dTel FHfoleT REcH & dorell HR TR 3earesT ) IR G am=n
gl

The challenge is in ensuring equitable access, particularly in developing regions where cooling needs are the greatest.
A Tg & 16 @A T § 9gT GARTT AT, A &7 & Apraier a7t 7, ST 55 i 3raRgehar d9d HAF g

Rising global temperatures require scaling up energy-efficient solutions without straining fragile electricity grids or leaving vulnerable
populations behind.

Sed ARG AUATT S FAT-THE FATUT Felel T MERIh g, 9T Aol f¥otell fiIs W eld st A1 HASIR
FAGEI3T F WS o o

India’s proactive approach to cooling challenges, especially through the ICAP, positions it as a global leader in sustainable
cooling.

RS FT Fieor Fatfaal F yfea afpa cReHor, @Ay &7 @ ICAP & ATEqH 4, 58 Fad 35F & AGF aar F &7 &
feufe warer Fwar ¢
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The country can protect its population from heat while leading the global fight against climate change, ensuring thermal comfort for all.

RN 39 AN T AH F AT Hebell g, ST STerarg IRadT & ARGF o518 F Aded F Fhal ¢, 3R @ & fow o

3RTH GIARETT HT Hehell &
At COP28 (Dubai), 63 countries pledged to reduce cooling emissions by 68% by 2050.
COP28 (ga$) #, 63 2T a1 2050 TToh FHfelaT ScHoIeT I 68% cTeh HHA Hlel T Hehod ferd|

The Global Cooling Pledge, though non-binding, could provide cooling access to 3.5 billion people by 2050 and save $17 trillion in
energy costs.

Teterer FHferar gfeam, grenish IR-STEASRT §, 2050 Tk 3.5 aferde et 1 S5 Tgated AR Fol eTd 7 $17 fefower iy s
H Gohall gl

However, global action must accelerate to make this a reality.
gTelifeh, TP ARFATdRdT Sl & v 3R fharaelr S IS FIAT g1aTm|
COP29 must build on the momentum of COP28 by expanding cooling commitments.

COP29 &I COP28 &I a1fd I 3TemRd gl 3% Ufdeeudi3it &1 faedR & grem|

This includes increasing participation in the Global Cooling Pledge and enhancing partnerships across sectors and nations.

S Telae FHiaw afaa & AEfery gerer 3R afdes &t 3K aeif & @ Argierd &t Jermr A g
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The Musi’s clean-up

The ‘revitalisation plan’ flows away from
fixing the issue of severe pollution

s oon after winning the 2023 Assembly elec-

tions and becoming the first Congress
Chief Minister of Telangana, A. Revanth
Reddy proposed an ambitious plan to redevelop
Hyderabad’s Musi riverfront, with high rises, pro-
menades, shopping complexes, and multiple
bridges, in an attempt to replicate London’s
Thames riverfront. But much like Chennai’s
Cooum, Kolkata’s Hooghly and Delhi’s Yamuna,
the Musi meanders through what was once the
heart of Hyderabad; the ugly centre of an urban
sprawl. Like most rivers in India’s urban agglom-
erations, and indeed globally, the Musi has for
long been the city’s cesspool, carrying about
2,000 million litres of sewage a day, over 60% of
which is untreated. There is also a large volume
of industrial effluents flowing into the Musi,
mainly from the city’s bustling generic drug in-
dustry, making the river toxic. Yet, about one
lakh people live along the riverbanks, some of
them on parts of a dry riverbed and others on the
flood plains, called the buffer zone that stretches
about 50 metres on either side of the river. They
have lived there for generations. And many more
downstream depend on the river for farming.
Therefore, it was unsurprising that Mr. Reddy
would face stiff resistance from the evictees when
the government began demolishing 15,000-odd
structures, mostly houses, on October 1, along
what is colloquially called the Old City — the part
of Hyderabad where the iconic Charminar is lo-
cated. This area is home to many of the city’s
blue-collar workforce — ragpickers, and conser-
vancy and construction workers, several of
whom have long held land titles, power connec-
tions and have even been paying taxes. The go-
vernment had proposed a rehabilitation plan of
high-rises for the evictees, but these were in far
flung places, affecting livelihoods. This is not a
new phenomenon in India. This was seen in
Chennai following the tsunami in 2004, when the
government sought to rehabilitate several fisher-
men communities who have lived for generations
along the coast. But even before this, there have
been attempts to evict those living along the
Adyar river that runs through Chennai. However,
the problem with such beautification plans, in-
cluding the Musi's, is that they are executed with-
out consulting those who would be most affect-
ed. While Mr. Reddy’s government says it was
done, the evictees disagree. Moreover, the ‘revi-
talisation plan’, as the government likes to call it,
is a cosmetic change — the eyesore disappears in
the hope that it is replaced with a romanticised ri-
verfront bustling with commercial activity. But it
has not addressed the elephant in the room: per-
manently fixing the Musi’s sources of pollution
from chemical effluents and untreated sewage.
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The Musi’s clean-up

A A THE

The ‘revitalisation plan’ flows away from fixing the issue of severe pollution
'TRIGHR AISTT T3 Jquor Y FHEAT FT g FA { g7 Tl 7

Redeveloping Hyderabad’s Musi Riverfront
getrEE H A A qT F qAEIE

o Soon after winning the 2023 Assembly elections and becoming the first Congress Chief Minister of
Telangana, A. Revanth Reddy proposed an ambitious plan to redevelop Hyderabad’s Musi riverfront,
with high rises, promenades, shopping complexes, and multiple bridges, in an attempt to replicate London’s
Thames riverfront.

2023 fareerarsr gaATal # Sl & dc AR AT & ggel FAW FEIHAA A, Revanth Reddy &

verare 1 W 7 qTH AR & AT Toh Agcareniall Alstr w1 S o, orae grd

TS AR, VAT, AT HirColdd AR &g JoT AAA &, Ik et F A7/ Iar q€ bl
I ST TH |

e But much like Chennai’s Cooum, Kolkata’s Hooghly and Delhi’s Yamuna, the Musi meanders
through what was once the heart of Hyderabad; the ugly centre of an urban sprawl.

dfehet 1h A0 & K Aea$ Y FINA, Fierahrar H garel 3R Reeh A 79gar & ol ¢ gy =
Teh THI H gearg o foel @ Forcl o St 319 veh aedt RFaR &1 seqzd she a1 gohr

e Like most rivers in India’s urban agglomerations, and indeed globally, the Musi has for long been the
city’s cesspool, carrying about 2,000 million litres of sewage a day, over 60% of which is untreated.

AR & el & 7 e Afedl fr aXE, IR aredd A ARTH TR W, qH A G THT @
QT T HAT A G ¢, A Ifafcet 2,000 Afomar dexaic g & o Jar g, 9 §60% &
3TeIeh ITTHEF &Il &

e There is also a large volume of industrial effluents flowing into the Musi, mainly from the city’s
bustling generic drug industry, making the river toxic.

$Hh elrar A AT # 37 AT A A@AF Iqflrse g AT B, S ATT T @ AT A
I AR gant A 3@ A H@r &, w9 76 R g 7S 2

e Yet, about one lakh people live along the riverbanks, some of them on parts of a dry riverbed and others
on the flood plains, called the buffer zone that stretches about 50 metres on either side of the river.

AT off, SomsTeT U AT 9T G W TR @ € O @ o {El A B ORT W AR Foae
A T ¢ 0 Al & el Rt & wrararr 50 e A g Ao el 3T T ST ¥

e They have lived there for generations. And many more downstream depend on the river for farming.

3 ffeet & g @ W@ & AR Tga A o S A A IR @ E A RpRE e Bk )

e Therefore, it was unsurprising that Mr. Reddy would face stiff resistance from the evictees when the
government began demolishing 15,000-odd structures, mostly houses, on October 1, along what is
colloquially called the Old City — the part of Hyderabad where the iconic Charminar is located.

safoIT, Ig IYARIT 81 a7 [ 4 Wy @ & A 71w aeit @ w21 gfoRier &1 qmesr &er
UST, STe EIHN & 1 3aFga’ I 15,000 F e Feaanst 1 eaed e g% o, foead &
JfReier TR &, S erE & 39 REy F Rud ¥ R Qe e Fer S § - 7% ad e §
el ufaftsad arRAaR fud B

e This area is home to many of the city’s blue-collar workforce — ragpickers, and conservancy and construction workers, several of whom
have long held land titles, power connections and have even been paying taxes.

I &1 AT & FS 5o Hle HAPT H1 B § — ST 30 dTel, hrs 3R o1 #ffes, Tad @ 8 o @07y ¥ oA
PR, STl FodeleT T@A & 3R 3glad T o &

e The government had proposed a rehabilitation plan of high-rises for the evictees, but these were in far-flung places, affecting

livelihoods.

TWHR & s 10 At 90 g8 Tt IAaTE Trofell GEAa T o, AfheT I qrey Tu=it X AT, S qd 3o7eh JmshifasT

g3 318X 9sT|

e This is not a new phenomenon in India. This was seen in Chennai following the tsunami in 2004, when the government sought to
rehabilitate several fisherman communities who have lived for generations along the coast.

Ig AN H SIS 7T T g1 ¢l T0 Aewts H 2004 H HE FaATA & FTe W IAT AT, 516 THN o S APIHRT FHAIT Y
qAATHT &Y 1 9T fram ar S fifedt @ ae & e wa A

e But even before this, there have been attempts to evict those living along the Adyar river that runs through Chennai.
AftheT 58 Ugel 81, Aeo1$ ¥ ToRA aTell HZAR A o foheaTX el aTell &l HAehlold & I fohu aw 9|

e However, the problem with such beautification plans, including the Musi’s, is that they are executed without consulting those who would

be most affected.

glefifeh, W el AT=A3it 1 AR Ffed FAEAT T§ ¢ & ¢ 9T 37 ool & AT e o] fowar Sirem § o a

31 gefad gierl

e While Mr. Reddy’s government says it was done, the evictees disagree.

STateh 4T IGY I3 HI THR FI Dhgell & foh Ig hdT IRAT AT, et 31T &er 398 A ¢

e Moreover, the ‘revitalisation plan’, as the government likes to call it, is a cosmetic change — the eyesore disappears in the hope that it is
replaced with a romanticised riverfront bustling with commercial activity.
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e But it has not addressed the elephant in the room: permanently fixing the Musi’s sources of pollution from chemical effluents and
untreated sewage.

e SHe ATT WHEATH! G 161 [T g FAT AGT F U0 & Al I TART & ¥ S T, Sl TarEfas srafise
3R HTEEFA A A AT B
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Mohit Pandey’s famity and well-wishers protest in Lucknow, demanding compensation for his death and strict action against the police. Photo: Special Arrangement SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

In the name of the law

In October, at least two families in U.P. alleged that one of their members had died due to custodial torture. In

the last few vears, the government has been pushing for tough measures to maintain law and order. This has
emboldened the police and is allegedly leading to torture and deaths in custody. reports Mayank Kumar

Bodies
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peshwari Devi recounts the night of
October 25 with sadness and anger.
Her son, Mohit Pandey, 32, had got in-
to a minor dispute with their neigh-
bour, Adesh Kumar, over a few thousand rupees.
At 7 p.m., the police arrived and whisked Mohit
away to the Chinhat police station in Lucknow,

Mohit, a manufacturer and supplier of school
uniforms, had been detained for ‘breaching the
peace' under Section 352 of the Bharativa Nyay
Sahita (BNS), according to the police. When his
brother, Shobha Ram Pandey, went to the police
station to enquire about Mohit, he was also de-
tained, for being intoxicated.

The next day, a CCTV video, allegedly from the
lock-up at Chinhat police station, appeared in the
public domain. It showed a man, who relatives
say is Mohit, crumpled on the floor. Seven other
inmates, including his brother, were seen rub-
bing his shoulders and shouting for help. At the
end of the 77-second video, the inmates beg the
police for help and Shobha Ram hands a bottle of
water to his brother.

Later that day, Devi's phone rang. “The
caller told me that Mohit had been sent to
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital as his health
had deteriorated,” she says, her eyes welling

up. Devi rushed to the hospital only to learn

that her son was no more.
The medical staff and the police appa
rently told her that the chief medical supe-
rintendent of the hospital, Vikram Singh,

UTTAR PRADESH  had confirmed that Mohit had been brought

dead around 3 pan.
Devi was shocked. “They killed him, and for
what? Over such a minor issue,” she says.

Mohit is survived by his mother, wife, and
three children. His family staged a protest out
side the hospital for two days, claiming that the
police had beaten him up, which had led to his
death. They said that the police took him to hos-
pital so that the torture that he faced in custody
would never be known.

Shobha Ram, who was released the day Mohit
died, describes the police station as “hlthy”™ and
says they were treated badly. “When 1 asked for
water, the police did not give it to us. They
abused us. Mohit’s health deteriorated that
night,” he recalls. Shobha Ram alleges that his
brother died due to custodial torture.

Devi claims that no action was taken against
the neighbour, Adesh. “It was due to the in-
fluence of Adesh’s uncle, a political leader, that
Mohit underwent such torture,” she alleges.

A dubious distinction for Uttar Pradesh
According to the United Nations, custodial deaths
refer to the deaths of individuals while in custody
of a law enforcement agency or a court. They re-
present among the gravest violations of human
rights in societies governed by the rule of law.
Such deaths may be directly or indirectly asso-
ciated with events that transpire during the indi-
vidual's confinement.

According to data shared by the Government
of India in the Lok Sabha in July 2022, Uttar Pra-
desh ranked first in the number of custodial
deaths in 2021-22, recording 501 out of 2,544 such
deaths across the country. West Bengal account-
ed for the second-highest number (257 deaths).

“Many custodial violence cases get buried un
der the carpet. Only cases that get thrust into the
limelight or are scrutinised by the media lead o

ee

They killed
him, and for
what? Over
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Mother of Mohit
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action or punishment,” says Gajendra Singh Ya-
dav, an anti-torture activist and lawyer, who filed
a complaint with the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) over Mohit's death.

For instance, in June, a court in Sitapur con-
victed three police constables for abetment of
suicide and illegal detention and awarded 10
years of rigorous imprisonment to each of them
in a two decade-old case relating to the custodial
death of a Dalit man.

Mohit’s family visited the residence of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on October 28. Aditya-
nath directed officials to provide them an ex-gra-
tia compensation of £10 lakh, housing, free edu
cation for the children, and access to various
government schemes. Adityanath, who has re-
peatedly said that U.P. was an anarchy under the
Samajwadi Party government and that he would
ensure law and order, also assured the family
that those responsible for Mohit’s death would
face strict punishment.

Later, Devi registered a First Information Re-
port (FIR) against Ashwani Kumar Chaturvedi,
the station house officer of Chinhat; Adesh; and
unidentified police personnel under Sections 103
(1) (relating to charges of murder) and 61(2) (relat-
ing to criminal conspiracy) of the BNS.

Before Mohit, it was Aman
Aman Gautam, 28, used to do electric work for
daily wages. His sister, Sudha Gautam, remem-
bers the night of October 11 when he was sitting
at Ambedkar Park in Sector 8 of the Vikas Nagar
locality in Lucknow. That was the night he died.
The U.P. police said in a statement that follow-
ing reports of gambling activities, they landed at
the park and took him into custody. They claim
that while he was on the way to the station,
Aman’s condition deteriorated. When he was ta
ken to Lohia hospital, he was pronounced dead.
“He died due to torture by the police in the
van. He was severely beaten by them,” Sudha al-

leges. She describes the incident as a “conspira
cy”, as another man, Sonu Bansal, who was ta-
ken into custody, was unharmed.

“While we faced a lathi charge when we prot-
ested outside the Vikas Nagar police station, no
case of murder was registered against the ac-
cused police personnel,” she says. They demand-
ed a case be registered relating to murder and cri-
minal conspiracy against the officers. However, a
case was registered under Section 105 (culpable
homicide not ameunting to murder) of the BNS
and Sections 3((d) and 3(2)(v) of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, against four policemen.

The family alleges that while in the Chinhat
death case, the government provided compensa-
tion, housing, free education, and government
benefits to Mohit's family, they offered little help
in Aman’s case despite repeated assurances.

“Only Lucknow East MLA, O.P. Srivastava, pro-
vided 21 lakh as ‘help’,” Sudha says. “Where will
we go? We are Dalit. So, this is the treatment we
get,” she says. Sudha is distraught but worries
more than anything else about Aman's four-year-
old daughter.

A basker of failures

Mohammad Haider Rizvi, an advocate at the Alla-
habad High Court and a human rights activist,
says there are many for the high b
of custodial deaths in U.P.: the “lack of compe-
tence of law-enforcement agencies in investigat-
ing a crime, the pressure they face from their su-
periors, and the threats they receive of getting
suspended or removed from the field if they do
not ‘show results,'" The other reason, he con-
tends, is the “failure of human rights organisa-
tions o address the scourge.”

Yadav, the anti-torture activist, says the U.P.
government has emboldened the police with the
aim of maintaining law and order. This, he be-
lieves, has contributed to extra judicial violence.
For instance, just months after coming to power
in 2017, Adityanath declared that his government
would bulldoze the houses of those who even
considered perpetuating crimes against women
or against marginalised sections of society. “Such
measures lead to a regressive approach by the
police in dealing with suspects,” says Yadav.

In the run up to the Jharkhand Assembly elec
tions, Adityanath appealed to the people to vote
in a government that will eradicate the mafia, like
the “U.P. model” had. He was welcomed in Ko-
derma, where the rally was held, by 11 bulldozers.

In U.P., the narrative is that the state is
extremely powerful and will crush people
who do wrong, That mindset is seen in the
police force o

N.R. SAHU
Head of the Sockology department, University of Lucknow

He said, "Before 2017, mafia groups roamed free-
ly with pride, but since the bulldozers began
their work, even the most notorious people have
fled U.P. Mafia groups involved in mining, forests,
animals, organized crime, liquor, and land have
vanished from the State like horns from a don-
key’s head”

To make matters more difficult for victims and
their families, the NHRC and the State Human
Rights Commissions (SHRCs) are primarily re-
commendatory in nature. The NHRC and SHRCs
have neither the power to punish violators of hu-
man rights nor to award any relief of any kind 10
victims, Their rec dations are not binding
on the government. “These groups have become
ornamental organisations and a haven for retired
judges and bureaucrats,” believes Rizvi,

Sociologists say a culture of unchecked power
within law enforcement is also a factor. “In U.P,,
the narrative is that the state is extremely power-
ful and will crush people who do wrong. That
mindset is seen in the police force in the State
100," says D.R. Sahu, the head of the sociology de
partment at the University of Lucknow.

Rules and no implementation

In an attempt to curb incidents of custodial
deaths and harassment in police custody, U.P. di-
rector general of police, Prashant Kumar, issued
comprehensive guidelines in July to all district
police chiefs and field officers of the State. The
guidelines state that an inquiry should be con-
ducted to ascertain an individual’s health status
before they are taken to the police station; that a
suspect should be brought in for questioning on-
ly after the police station in-charge is informed
about it; that if a suspect’s health deteriorates in
police custody, the entire sequence of events
should be photographed and videographed; that
medical facilities should be provided to them in
such a scenario; and that only an investigation of-
ficer or the police station in-charge should inter-
rogate the suspect.

“But the problem is not with the rules,” says
Sulkhan Singh, former DGP of U.P. “It is with im-
plementation. India ranks 79 out of 142 in the
Rule of Law Index 2024. It was 57 in 2015. This
statistic reveals the real picture.” The Rule of Law
Index is published every year by the World Jus-
tice Project, a Washington-based organisation
that works to build awareness and stimulate ac-
tion to advance the rule of law worldwide.

On some other crime-related parameters too,
U.Ps performance is dismal. In the latest (2022)
report of the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), the State recorded the highest number of ~
crimes against women (65,743 cases such as rape,
murder, kidnapping, murder after rape, and gang
rape).

No anti-torture laws

India Lacks specific laws against torture. The Pre-
vention of Torture Bill, 2022, tabled in the Lok
Sabha by E.T. Mohammad Basheer, aimed to pre-
vent custodial torture and ensure that compensa-
tion is awarded to victims and that erring public
officials are liable for punishment. “Sadly there is
no hope that this will get passed,” says Rizvi.

Critics of the BNS say the police themselves in-
vestigate cases of custodial torture, which is why
there are such few convictions.

Yadav says he cannot forget the day when Ajay
Yadav, a labourer from Jaunpur, visited him in
Prayagraj. “He was so broken, he was ready to
sell all his ancestral land and cattle to get justice
for his brother, who was killed while being tor-
tured by the police,” he says.

The case dates to February 2021 when Ajay’s
vounger brother, Krishna Yadav alias Pujari Ya-
dav, died. Yadav, the activist, persued the case in
the High Court, pushing for a probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI). He says, “The
probe unearthed facts about how the torture of
the deceased was planned. Initially, the role of
nine police personnel come to the fore; then,
more policeren came under the radar. For nine
months, the accused escaped the arrest warrant.
But then they were arrested and have been in pri
son for more than a year.” The policemen were
booked under various sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, including 302 (murder).

However, this is an exception and not the
norm. Between 2001 and 2020, more than 1,800
people died in police custody across India, but
only 26 policemen were convicted, according to
the NCRE's annual Crime in India report.

Although India signed the United Nations Con
vention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man and Degrading Treatment or Punishment on
October 14, 1997, it has not ratified it

In its 13th report, the Law Commission of In-
dia recommended an amendment to the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872. It said that in case of custodial
injuries, if there is evidence, the court may pres-
ume that the injury was caused by the police who
had custody of that person during that period.
The Supreme Court of India, in the case of Dilip
K. Basu v. State of West Bengal and Others (1997),
reiterated the concerns relating to custedial inter-
rogation and laid down guidelines for the police,
It prohibited the police from using third-degree
methods during investigation and interrogation
of accused individuals, called for giving the paol-
ice training and orientation, and emphasised bas-
ic human values.

The families of both Aman and Mohit are poor.
Sudha says Aman is the fourth sibling she has
lost. “Iery for not just his child but also my sister-
in-law. She doesn't have a job. How will she man-
age? For Dalits like us, the trauma is endless,” she
says.

mawank kumar@thehindu.coin
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In the name of the law

Flelel & A W

In October, at least two families in U.P. alleged that one of their members had died due to custodial torture.
In the last few years, the government has been pushing for tough measures to maintain law and order. This
has emboldened the police and is allegedly leading to torture and deaths in custody, reports Mayank Kumar

el H, 3R U # 7 ¥ FA & INaART & IRT Fmar fF 39F v geeq i Ruaa 7 araan
¥ FROT Hc &1 75| Vo Fo a6t #, WHR FeaT AN qqedqr a0 @a F AT qeqa w7 307
W@ 81 589 yfaw #1 gluar 93 § 3R F¥a d W Rma & araen sk Al @ & § A

FAR F RO

Incident Involving Mohit Pandey

A TR ¥ S T

e Tapeshwari Devi recounts the night of October 25 with sadness and anger.
TaRadr &t 25 Jragat BT U H g@ AN TE & WY AG FA §

e Her son, Mohit Pandey, 32, had got into a minor dispute with their neighbour, Adesh Kumar, over a few thousand rupees.
3eieh o¢, A 9IS, 32, 1 IS AR FAR Y $O §olN T9T HT ol ARLell faare g3 2|

e At7p.m., the police arrived and whisked Mohit away to the Chinhat police station in Lucknow.
T 7 99 gfer 3 3R AR o e & Rege gfow R 18|

e  Mohit, a manufacturer and supplier of school uniforms, had been detained for ‘breaching the peace’ under Section 352 of the Bharatiya
Nyay Sahita (BNS), according to the police.

qieE & AR, Afgd, Sl Thot JiA®ET &7 AT 3R ATfciehd T, Y HRAT A1 HFar (BNS) i €T 352 & gl
Aifd 79T & IRT A FRwPaR R arar an)

e When his brother, Shobha Ram Pandey, went to the police station to enquire about Mohit, he was also detained, for being intoxicated.
SIS 38 TS, MHT X Ui, o Afgd & TR H YBAS oA Gfad T a0, Al 3o 871 71 iy greid & gl & RO

FRTaR &Y feram am |
e The next day, a CCTV video, allegedly from the lock-up at Chinhat police station, appeared in the public domain.
3Tel 8T, weh CCTV A3, S f¥a dk ) Rerge gfow ®wa & dleh-319 @ U1, Adeifares S # 3|

e It showed a man, who relatives say is Mohit, crumpled on the floor. Seven other inmates, including his brother, were seen rubbing his
shoulders and shouting for help.

SHA TH 3MeAT T HY TR g3 fm@man I, 58 Redert &7 e & 6 a8 Afed a1l ad 37 K, e 387
1S §Y AT, 3% FY Wisd §T Heg & Tav Rear & A

e Atthe end of the 77-second vidoeo, the inmates beg the police for help and Shobha Ram hands a bottle of water to his brother.
77 Q&3 & AISAT F 33T A, H i  FAeg & IER o ¢ IR MAT [T 9 $78 F il A7 Sicel & |

e Later that day, Devi’s phone rang. “The caller told me that Mohit had been sent to Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital as his health had
deteriorated,” she says, her eyes welling up.

39 ot a1g &, &l &1 BT 37| "Bl o HT I fh Afgd I T AT ARAT Ireqarer Ao a1 § Fifn 3HA
diead f9ars 918 o," a8 Sedl §, 3eTeht 3@l & 319 37 7T I

e Devi rushed to the hospital only to learn that her son was no more.
&dY 3EgdTer glEY Afhe I ST & foT 6 3 der 39 Shfaa 781 §

o The medical staff and the police apparently told her that the chief medical superintendent of the hospital, Vikram Singh, had confirmed
that Mohit had been brought dead around 3 p.m.

AfSerer T 3R i o 3¢ I o 3aarer & FEw RfFaar srfers, Awa Rga g8 qRe & 0 & Afga #

SIS 3 ot FcT 37AEAT H AT T AT

e Devi was shocked. “They killed him, and for what? Over such a minor issue,” she says.
& A TS| "I 38 AR STer, 3R fRafaw? sa AT 919 W), a8 Fedr &

e Mohit is survived by his mother, wife, and three children. His family staged a protest outside the hospital for two days, claiming that the
police had beaten him up, which had led to his death.

AT & gRaR & 35Hr A7 geell, 3R DT 5= &1 39% INRAR F 3T F Teal T g ARy yedar forar, foras
Ig arar fohar fb gfee @ 3@ &R o1, fSEs FRT 38T AT g TS|

e They said that the police took him to hospital so that the torture that he faced in custody would never be known.
3ogiel gl fob I o 3 IFTATS AT A1 I FEest A g5 Mg F THA 7 3 T

e Shobha Ram, who was released the day Mohit died, describes the police station as “filthy” and says they were treated badly.
AT I, S AT T AT & &7 R fham ar2m, giord T0eT 1 e aard € 3N Fed § & 3¢ i TR d TR
o amm|

e “When I asked for water, the police did not give it to us. They abused us. Mohit’s health deteriorated that night,” he recalls.
"SI A ATl A, o i A g arel e G| Segiel g Al &Yl Alfgd dr dfedd 38 A f4ers 918, 9 Ale B
gl

e Shobha Ram alleges that his brother died due to custodial torture.
QMHAT IH F T § & 376 815 f AT FEed & g3 Mg & FR7 g5

e Devi claims that no action was taken against the neighbour, Adesh.

&dr T grar § 6 9Si e & f@ew #IS FRars 6 $r TS|
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e “It was due to the influence of Adesh’s uncle, a political leader, that Mohit underwent such torture,” she alleges.

"Ig HTEA & TTT, Ueh JSTailidieh oidl, & YHIT & HROT AT foh AfFT FI AT ATd=T TgaiT Y31," ag 3RIT AT &1

A dubious distinction for Uttar Pradesh
30 Y & fAU ueh HegEue yfaser

e According to the United Nations, custodial deaths refer to the deaths of individuals while in custody of a law enforcement agency or a
court.

HIF TSC & AR, FESIA ST FT AT 37 ikl @l AT @ § S Rl Fefet oo Toldr a1 HIE H frad #
gld ¢l
e They represent among the gravest violations of human rights in societies governed by the rule of law.
IE FlelsT & A ATl FATSAT H AFANUGRI A TG TR Iecdsd AT ST g
e Such deaths may be directly or indirectly associated with events that transpire during the individual’s confinement.
o Hid @ a1 e w9 & fea S Rwd & S g8 geanst & J 8 @ £

e According to data shared by the Government of India in the Lok Sabha in July 2022, Uttar Pradesh ranked first in the number of custodial
deaths in 2021-22, recording 501 out of 2,544 such deaths across the country.

HRA THR SaRTJATS 2022 H SIhqs T H IS fFT 7T 30ehsl & HAR, TR oM 2021-22 H HENSI 3TH & AHS A
Ugel AT 9T AT, STgT YU & H 2,544 FEISTT S2H H W 501 3T war # i

e West Bengal accounted for the second-highest number (257 deaths).
afgd Feter 3 257 Ald gor AT IS, S gE FEH TS HEAT B
e “Many custodial violence cases get buried under the carpet. Only cases that get thrust into the limelight or are scrutinized by the media

lead to action or punishment,” says Gajendra Singh Yadav, an anti-torture activist and lawyer, who filed a complaint with the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) over Mohit’s death.

“Hg wECIsT fGdT & ATHA! &l GaT AT ATAT g1 Hadl dar ATHe S YA H 37 § AT ASAT @RI S I g,
FRATS AT oIl $T 3T o S0 & Fed & Toleg 8 Aled, Teh TA-eiR Uiaefare 3R adid, Siegla Aifga & Ag & I
H TS AFASR 3T (NHRC) F R gor $r o

e For instance, in June, a court in Sitapur convicted three police constables for abetment of suicide and illegal detention and awarded 10
years of rigorous imprisonment to each of them in a two-decade-old case relating to the custodial death of a Dalit man.

o &, AR &1 T HeTeld o Aol Gl HiEedell H AcAed & U Iha= 3R 3der TREART & JRT 7

SEAT 3R 3% U QY qUF qUA FECISTS 3U § I3 A H 10 W Y FON F |
e Mohit’s family visited the residence of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on October 28.

AR T TRAR 28 IFgay I HEIAA At eI & Hae W |

e Adityanath directed officials to provide them an ex-gratia compensation of 10 lakh, housing, free education for the children, and access
to various government schemes.

M=y = Rt i fAder g & 3¢ 210 am@ &7 3rgare A, 37ard, ot & v g e 3R e awwidy
ISTAIHT T o1 Fer S|

e Adityanath, who has repeatedly said that U.P. was an anarchy under the Samajwadi Party government and that he would ensure law and
order, also assured the family that those responsible for Mohit’s death would face strict punishment.

ST, [Seglel TR-GR gl § [ gATSramEr el TER & dgd U 3RSThar Ar 3R a8 Fefer 3 cgaear
FARET T, o IRAR & Tg o1 3RaEd fhar 6 A & Alg & AT SeAeR diei & woR Far @l

o Later, Devi registered a First Information Report (FIR) against Ashwani Kumar Chaturvedi, the station house officer of Chinhat;
Adesh; and unidentified police personnel under Sections 103(1) (relating to charges of murder) and 61(2) (relating to criminal conspiracy)
of the BNS.

a1g &, A o RieTee % T g0 AAFR AR FAR T, 3meer 3R et Jlorashiaa & fems ggelt Fga=m Rare
(FIR) gaf T, forge BNS T &R 103(1) (8T & IRGT & F&fdd) 3R 61(2) (MuifRe aifaer & §6fd) & dgd A T gof
e

Before Mohit, it was Aman

AT & 98, I§ 4T 3HAA

e Aman Gautam, 28, used to do electric work for daily wages.
28 Tt 31T I, VST Aol & AT Saifdeshal A Far ol

e His sister, Sudha Gautam, remembers the night of October 11 when he was sitting at Ambedkar Park in Sector 8 of the Vikas Nagar
locality in Lucknow.

3HDT a5, FUT FTH, T 11 FFCE I T TTe § o9 96 a@dd & A6 TR 8T o QFeT 8 U JFasH aF & T
7|

e That was the night he died.
gg dgr d A 9 39 #iT @ TS|

e The U.P. police said in a statement that following reports of gambling activities, they landed at the park and took him into custody.
3R YT IfAF A Uh 9 H FeT 6 JU A afafafeat Fr RAE & a1g, 9 9k F 95y 3R 3@ fewwa & o
e They claim that while he was on the way to the station, Aman’s condition deteriorated.
3ogleT grar T 6 59 98 U= o @ D, J9 3HT Y greld f9erg TS|
e When he was taken to Lohia hospital, he was pronounced dead.

SI9 38 AT IFddTer o ST I, A 39 A S &Y fer

e “He died due to torture by the police in the van. He was severely beaten by them,” Sudha alleges.

“gg ol E@RT deT H ITAT ol o hROT FT| 38§ e & er =7 o1,° FUTHt 3R g
e She describes the incident as a “conspiracy”, as another man, Sonu Bansal, who was taken into custody, was unharmed.

g8 3H AT Sl Teh “HITRr & & F af0Td Hdl §, Fifeh Uk 31 cafed, Ve dwer, O Garad 7 foram arr an, ag
faeser S 2|
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Custodial Deaths and Police Misconduct in U.P.
3 Yo # gfew FEfEye Ald 3k g FeEr

“While we faced a lathi charge when we protested outside the Vikas Nagar police station, no case of murder was registered against the
accused police personnel,” she says.

“S1d §H Taeh 79N i Tl & aTgY faier & 3@ & & 3 o1dl WTol ol IHeAT hiell usT, dfehet IRIT gioraefaat
& TQTh gcaT T FIS ATHAT Gof oTal fohdT IAT|”

They demanded a case be registered relating to murder and criminal conspiracy against the officers. However, a case was registered
under Section 105 (culpable homicide not amounting to murder) of the BNS and Sections 3(1)(d) and 3(2)(v) of the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, against four policemen.

3egiel TR o [Tt geam 31X 3rarrel WIfSrer o1 AHeT &o e &1 AT H| grefifen, IR JFoHbHG & T earr
105 (BT & fo=lT 3rRTel gean) AR eqqfad Siadt va eqgfad Sherenfadl (camar fHaron) iffaas, 1989 Hr arr
3(1)(d) 3R 3(2)(v) & Ted HATHT gl fohar 12|

The family alleges that while in the Chinhat death case, the government provided compensation, housing, free education, and government
benefits to Mohit’s family, they offered little help in Aman’s case despite repeated assurances.

aRaR &1 39 ¢ & S fee Ald & A d WaR o AfRa & 9Rar i 3masn, sraw, qoa e 3 @ e
el e, agl A & ATH # IR-GN 3MRAN=l & SIaele Heg A ol

“Only Lucknow East MLA, O.P. Srivastava, provided Z1 lakh as ‘help’,” Sudha says.

“fah TEds s & [urasd, 3. Aaread & 1 A H Hee' &, g Hgal ol

“Where will we go? We are Dalit. So, this is the treatment we get,” she says.

“gH gl S0 gA GfAT &1 oY, g &Y sqaeR el §,” a8 Hgahl ¢

Sudha is distraught but worries more than anything else about Aman’s four-year-old daughter.

qUT AT § oAfcheT 3¢ T ST AT 31A H aR adfir 9 Fr g

A Basket of Failures

Readant ff & R

Mohammad Haider Rizvi, an advocate at the Allahabad High Court and a human rights activist, says there are many reasons for the high
number of custodial deaths in U.P.: the “lack of competence of law-enforcement agencies in investigating a crime, the pressure they face
from their superiors, and the threats they receive of getting suspended or removed from the field if they do not ‘show results.””

STEISIE 3T ATl & Fehlel 3R HATAISHR Hdehc! AlgrAe gex Rordl wgd & o 3o veu & Felfsge #idr &
TEAT HTH glel & S HROT g “AIUY & ST H Hlefed-Taclsl USITHAT I H&THAT, 3o7eh aiss R & gamg, 3}
afy ¥ oo A R § @ Pefea a1 sErea e S aakea

The other reason, he contends, is the “failure of human rights organisations to address the scourge.”

G RN, T8 Al §, “Hla R Haoa! $i 3 Aaer & e # Jaeadarg!”

Yadav, the anti-torture activist, says the U.P. government has emboldened the police with the aim of maintaining law and order. This, he
believes, has contributed to extra-judicial violence.

It faelt FREdT dEd FEd § IO 9T WER A Iford T Fele 3R STTEAT FAT W F 36T U WIEH &
g1 3AFT AT & fF su AR § ST BArar gear & gl

For instance, just months after coming to power in 2017, Adityanath declared that his government would bulldoze the houses of those who
even considered perpetuating crimes against women or against marginalized sections of society.

3eTeX0T & AT, 2017/ TAT A 3 & F© FLAl d1e, ey o yorm Hr f 37 AR 3o @l & @t Y gerster
FT 3N S AR Ir gHEST F EART WIES arel AMAAT & WATH 30T T HI @raa o §

“Such measures lead to a regressive approach by the police in dealing with suspects,” says Yadav.

Ied FEd ¢, <O afamameie At gfow garr d@fegat & Fues # ve Ao efiewor & AR o S E

In the run-up to the Jharkhand Assembly elections, Adityanath appealed to the people to vote in a government that will eradicate the
mafia, like the “U.P. model” had.

ARES fAUTHAT IoATal & SN, AT & w1l @ Teh T TIHR HT ale A 1 el &1 S Afsar s Faed
g, S 3T WS Alser 7 fhar o

To make matters more difficult for victims and their families, the NHRC and the State Human Rights Commissions (SHRCs) are
primarily recommendatory in nature.

qfEdr 3R 3% IRART & T At @ 3R 3’0F HieaT T F v, TaradnRHd 3R A5 AFOSER FrHEr
(THUIREY) AL & A FHAE & gl ¢
The NHRC and SHRCs have neither the power to punish violators of human rights nor to award any relief of any kind to victims.

TATTIRAT 3 THTT3RAT & 9rH ATTAIRRI I Seoitsl Hlel dTell ol afdd ler AT NiZar & frdr off g i T8a
& &1 3SR 8T gl

Their recommendations are not binding on the government.
Sofeh! TAWIRY AN ) aTeasRY w78 giai|
“These groups have become ornamental organisations and a haven for retired judges and bureaucrats,” believes Rizvi.

“¥ FHE GoTae! HEAU §f a0 § 3R Farfaga maramehed 3R 3Rt & fov e 3wy ae av g Refdr Aed &

Sociologists on Police Power

grnfas dwnfast &1 qfaw afFa w efoeor
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Sociologists say a culture of unchecked power within law enforcement is also a factor.
FHATSTRATIEST &l &gell ¢ T Fioet-gadsr # i afFa f aegpfa st v wRor 8

“In U.P., the narrative is that the state is extremely powerful and will crush people who do wrong. That mindset is seen in the police force
in the State too,” says D.R. Sahu, the head of the sociology department at the University of Lucknow.
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“II Y H, TE AT ¢ b T scafte afFaemelt § 3R S o A § 3¢ Fuel <ol Ig AR AeT B ged
7 o o S 8 Fed § IR, g, Awers feafiggey & waee G & s

Rules and No Implementation

e 3k P haeager A8

In an attempt to curb incidents of custodial deaths and harassment in police custody, U.P. director general of police, Prashant Kumar,
issued comprehensive guidelines in July to all district police chiefs and field officers of the State.

gford wEcifsge #Aldr ik gfaw Feest # 3ciisa &1 g3 H Ashed & 9AH &, 3R 9o & gfow Agfagers, werd
FAR, A g 7 Ao & Tl [Ferr gferd yogal 3R &= ifeiRat &1 favgd e s fee|

The guidelines state that an inquiry should be conducted to ascertain an individual’s health status before they are taken to the police
station; that a suspect should be brought in for questioning only after the police station in-charge is informed about it.

I A aard § b gferd T of Sl § Tgel Ush cafad 6 Fareed Rufa & sira & sl @ifge; @fesyr @ qode &
foT o= & gge gferd T 99T H g@b IR & giad har Sier @rigvl

If a suspect’s health deteriorates in police custody, the entire sequence of events should be photographed and videographed; that medical
facilities should be provided to them in such a scenario.

gie g BIrad & fondll dicaer i defiad @« g1 el 8, ol W Hesshd i BIeramhr AR fifsgiandr &1 S a1fg;
o BT & 3eg Rifehcan glaure 3uestr wg S w@iigu]

Rule of Law Index and Performance in U.P.

F[A FT ATHA FAFid AR 3T GaT 7 vaeher

“But the problem is not with the rules,” says Sulkhan Singh, former DGP of U.P. “It is with implementation. India ranks 79 out of 142 in
the Rule of Law Index 2024. It was 57 in 2015. This statistic reveals the real picture.”

“QftpeT FAEAT At F 78 & Fed § IR WU F qF Sl gerww Rg) a5 FRAaTT F §1 AR FET F AEA
AF® 2024 F 1427 799 TAWT W g1 Ig2015H 57 F T W ATl Ig AiehsT 30 dEaR fe@rdr g1”

The Rule of Law Index is published every year by the World Justice Project, a Washington-based organization that works to build
awareness and stimulate action to advance the rule of law worldwide.

FToT F ATHA YAHTH g3 Aol T8 ATCH WoiFe caRT JehMRIa fhdT Siar g, St arikieres &ua v Hareel g, S gferan

HT H FloleT & AT Pl ToMAT Gol o olU SAREhAT Fellel 3R HRaS B GRA A HT HIHA HT B

On some other crime-related parameters too, U.P.’s performance is dismal. In the latest (2022) report of the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), the State recorded the highest number of crimes against women (65,743 cases such as rape, murder, kidnapping, murder
after rape, and gang rape).

$O g HRY-HEl AGEST W o, ST YU I Jedlel WG g | AT HFeH Repe sq (TAHINRE) T w7dleTaas (2022)
Rale & To o AR & Ware rRret &1 gad 3786 Rars forar T&ar (65,743 AFS S FollchR, §caT, 3T9gI0T,
TellchR & d1G gl AR WHfgs TellchR) |

No Anti-Torture Laws

15 varser et FegE @t
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India lacks specific laws against torture. The Prevention of Torture Bill, 2022, tabled in the Lok Sabha by E.T. Mohammad Basheer,
aimed to prevent custodial torture and ensure that compensation is awarded to victims and that erring public officials are liable for
punishment.
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“Sadly there is no hope that this will get passed,” says Rizvi.

“gHieaae 50 e & o g f FS 37Ag A &, e § R

Critics of the BNS say the police themselves investigate cases of custodial torture, which is why there are such few convictions.
SuaTd & 3HTellehl T SgaTl ¢ foh Il o HEIST TR & AH Sl Siig el g, TeT HROT ¢ & qgT HH
arvtaeaar g gl

Yadav says he cannot forget the day when Ajay Yadav, a labourer from Jaunpur, visited him in Prayagraj. “He was so broken, he was
ready to sell all his ancestral land and cattle to get justice for his brother, who was killed while being tortured by the police,” he says.
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The case dates to February 2021 when Ajay’s younger brother, Krishna Yadav alias Pujari Yadav, died. Yadav, the activist, pursued
the case in the High Court, pushing for a probe by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

g HTH B 2021 1 § ST9 TT & BIC 7S FSOT I 3% YoRT Ared &l Al &1 TS| Ared, Teh SR, o HAH Hl
3o AT A of ST F4rT S og (CBI) § e dhr Afer |
He says, “The probe unearthed facts about how the torture of the deceased was planned. Initially, the role of nine police personnel came

to the fore; then, more policemen came under the radar. For nine months, the accused escaped the arrest warrant. But then they were
arrested and have been in prison for more than a year.”
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e The policemen were booked under various sections of the Indian Penal Code, including 302 (murder).
gighiAdl & TQemh AR &3 WiRarHr afdeer ari3i & dgad Aer aof fhar arr, fge 302 (gem) oA gl

e However, this is an exception and not the norm. Between 2001 and 2020, more than 1,800 people died in police custody across India, but
only 26 policemen were convicted, according to the NCRB’s annual Crime in India report.
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e Although India signed the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or

Punishment on October 14, 1997, it has not ratified it.
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e Inits 113th report, the Law Commission of India recommended an amendment to the Indian Evidence Act, 1872. It said that in case of
custodial injuries, if there is evidence, the court may presume that the injury was caused by the police who had custody of that person
during that period.
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eSS dlel & AT H e &, ol 3feTeld Jg A Fohll ¢ o Al fag @rT oeng 715 Y, St 39§67 39 IfFd
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e The Supreme Court of India, in the case of Dilip K. Basu v. State of West Bengal and Others (1997), reiterated the concerns relating
to custodial interrogation and laid down guidelines for the police.
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e It prohibited the police from using third-degree methods during investigation and interrogation of accused individuals, called for giving
the police training and orientation, and emphasized basic human values.
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Trauma for Dalit Families

gfad 9RaRY & v A=R® 3maa

e The families of both Aman and Mobhit are poor. Sudha says Aman is the fourth sibling she has lost. “I cry for not just his child but also my
sister-in-law. She doesn’t have a job. How will she manage? For Dalits like us, the trauma is endless,” she says.
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Bench didn’t discuss AMU
case enough, says SC judge

Justice Datta says heavy workload of judges may have been reason for lack of consultations; says

the draft opinions from CJI, which became the majority opinion and judgment, reached him late

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

upreme Court judge,
SJustice Dipankar Dat-

ta, in his separate
dissenting opinion in the
Aligarh Muslim University
case, revealed there was
hardly any meaningful
consultation on the judg-
ment among the seven
judges of the Constitution
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India D.Y. Chandra-
chud.

The draft opinions from
the Chief Justice, which be-
came the majority opinion
and judgment of the court,
reached him late and were
constantly revised. A brief
consultation by the Bench
was held only on Novem-
ber 7.

Justice Datta compared
his “unenviable position”
to that of Justice M.P. Tha-
kar, a junior member of a
fivejudge  Constitution
Bench, in 1985. Justice Dat-
ta quoted the latter’s words

-

A seven-judge Constitution Bench, headed by CJI Chandrachud, during a hearing in the case related to
the minority status of Aligarh Muslim University, on Friday. PTI

of how the consultative
process was given a miss,
“a ‘give’ and ‘take’ of ideas,
with due respect for the
holders of the opposite
point of view, with willing-
ness to accord due consid-
eration to the same, would
not have impaired the
search for the true solu-
tion. Or hurt the cause of
justice”. Justice Datta said
the heavy workload of the
judges may have been the
reason behind the lack of
any consultations.

T &1 Ao

“A common venue for a
purposeful dialogue where
members of the Bench
could freely express their
points of view, an attempt
to share thoughts and to
exchange opinions, a ‘give’
and ‘take’ of ideas, in true
democratic spirit to build
up a consensus — all these
seem to have taken a back-
seat, having regard to the
immense pressure of work
which we, the CJI and the
other judges on the Bench,
have undertaken during

the time ever since the
judgment was reserved,”
Justice Datta said.

“I do not grudge getting
very little time to express
my views in the manner I
would have wished to ex-
press. Had it not been a
race against time to circu-
late the opinion by Novem-
ber 6, 2024, the limit I had
set for myself and assured
to the CJI, the opinion
could have been better ar-
ticulated and more com-
pact,” Justice Datta said.

Bench didn’t discuss AMU case
enough, says SC judge

gchnaﬂéﬂ:asrﬁargr,a’%r
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Justice Datta says heavy workload of
judges may have been reason for lack of
consultations; says the draft opinions
from CJI, which became the majority
opinion and judgment, reached him late
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agﬂ?ra?rrmaﬂtﬁvha:rmé,m
a® &0 ¥ gg

Supreme Court Judgment on Aligarh Muslim
University Case

3reierg AR feafaqarey amd @ waftea

e Supreme Court judge, Justice Dipankar Datta, in his separate dissenting opinion in the Aligarh Muslim University case, revealed
there was hardly any meaningful consultation on the judgment among the seven judges of the Constitution Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud.
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The draft opinions from the Chief Justice, which became the majority opinion and judgment of the court, reached him late and were
constantly revised.

AEY FALRI g@RT JIR B 1S FHleT [, S 3eTerd H TgAd I 3R Ao o 975, 38 A F 9o g3 IR 5/ AR
g forar |

A brief consultation by the Bench was held only on November 7.

95 GaRT Teh HiaTed TALY 7 AqFaR &1 & AAfad fomar aram|

Justice Datta compared his “unenviable position” to that of Justice M.P. Thakar, a junior member of a five-judge Constitution Bench,
in 1985.

SIeH aar o 379el "3gae Eufd” & Jorer 1985 7 g =ararefielt i AT fio & St ¥ Siiecd A . s Hr
eufa & #l

Justice Datta quoted the latter’s words of how the consultative process was given a miss, “a ‘give’ and ‘take’ of ideas, with due respect
for the holders of the opposite point of view, with willingness to accord due consideration to the same, would not have impaired the search

for the true solution. Or hurt the cause of justice”.

SIECH &l 1 BIHY o Asal 1 gaTell &l §U el fob aRrarell Gfshar ol sForaierst foham arm o, "faant &7 3eer-see,
9T TRehIvT I@a arel & 9fd 3Rd TFA & arY, 3R 306 TT W TaOR Hl HT 5ToT I aod GAde I et J
HIS ST 76T 3| I 1T & 3 H e gl Fgeah|”

e Justice Datta said the heavy workload of the judges may have been the reason behind the lack of any consultations.

AT car o gl & ~armeNel &1 JAN FRAHR IS AT & AT HT FROT IGT 8|

e “A common venue for a purposeful dialogue where members of the Bench could freely express their points of view, an attempt to share
thoughts and to exchange opinions, a ‘give’ and ‘take’ of ideas, in true democratic spirit to build up a consensus — all these seem to have
taken a backseat, having regard to the immense pressure of work which we, the CJI and the other judges on the Bench, have undertaken
during the time ever since the judgment was reserved,” Justice Datta said.

"Teh HIHAT T ST NS & HGET HU ARl o Tadd § ¥ TFd a Hhd I, [T & @1 & 3R fGant &t

3TETA-YeTed @el T WA, faaRT &1 '3car-aear, ATl diehdiiasd HaeT H HeHATd §aled ol 99T — J gft st &1 gama
AR THG & FHAl & HROT NS @ 1T g, G0 &0, &g AT 3R qs & 317 el @ 30 g7 @ R g o9 @
fooTa grfara fomar aran ar sffew gara el

e “Ido not grudge getting very little time to express my views in the manner I would have wished to express. Had it not been a race against
time to circulate the opinion by November 6, 2024, the limit I had set for myself and assured to the CJI, the opinion could have been
better articulated and more compact,” Justice Datta said.
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Men should not train
women in gyms: U.P.
Women’'s Commission

GS Paper Il: Statutory
Bodies
TUCKNOW

In a purported bid to im-
prove women’s safety, the
Uttar Pradesh State Wo-
men Commission has pro-
posed various measures,
including barring male tai-
lors from taking women’s
measurements and res-
tricting men from training
women in gyms and yoga
centres.

The proposals, dis-
cussed at a meeting of the
commission on October
28, were supported by all
the members.

It was proposed that on-
ly female hairdressers
should attend to female
customers in salons, with
members alleging that the
“intention of some men is
not good”.

The proposals also in-
clude provision for female
security personnel on
school buses and women
staff in women’s clothing
stores.

U.P. State Women’s

Commission Chairperson
Babita Chauhan said the
proposals were meant for
their safety and employ-
ment. “It is from the point
of view of women’s safety
and from the point of view
of employment for wo-
men,” she added.

‘Enhancing safety’
These recommendations
are part of a broader effort
to enhance safety and
create a more supportive
environment for women in
commercial spaces, it said.

The commission is likely
torequest the State govern-
ment to draft rules based
on these proposals.

The commission is a
statutory body that advises
the State government on
all policy matters affecting
women.

Its objective is to repre-
sent the rights of women in
India and to provide a
voice for their issues and
concerns, including equal
representation for women
in jobs.
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Men should not train women in gyms: U.P. Women’s
Commission

geul Y a7 7 aAfgenat w1 gfdveror € S @y
39T U Afger 3maer

Uttar Pradesh State Women Commission Proposals

3T Y UsT Afgar IARr & g&dEa

. In a purported bid to improve women’s safety, the Uttar Pradesh State Women
Commission has proposed various measures, including barring male tailors from taking women’s
measurements and restricting men from training women in gyms and yoga centres.

ARSI dhr GI&T FURA & 3T I, 3o Yo T Afger mAwr a7 Afdeer surat
wEdra feam &, forest gow gfoat & Afemsit & 1T ot & qeher 3R gt @l e 3R
T S F AR URNeTor S T Aelr AT

. The proposals, discussed at a meeting of the commission on October 28, were supported
by all the members.

goT YEATAT O 28 IFEaT &l AT HT doh H T & 378, AR T Fewdt ganr gaer
gAY foRaT |

o It was proposed that only female hairdressers should attend to female customers in
salons, with members alleging that the “intention of some men is not good”.

Ig GEATAd fohar 3T foh haol AfAT FAER &1 AfGAT TgSHI T STHTS Y, AGET o
3RIY o@TET o S GIST AT 3T ST Ael 17

. The proposals also include provision for female security personnel on school buses and
women staff in women’s clothing stores.

SoT SEATdl F Fhe q@l o AfET YR FAA H cgaear 3N Afgen wust Hir gEEi A
A3 & FHAIRAT FHr cgarar i fAer g
o U.P. State Women’s Commission Chairperson Babita Chauhan said the proposals were

meant for their safety and employment. “It is from the point of view of women’s safety and from
the point of view of employment for women,” she added.
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e These recommendations are part of a broader effort to enhance safety and create a more supportive environment for women in
commercial spaces, it said.

T BN AT 1 FRam dor= AR qrarfiF T # ARt & AU vh H¥w gHdF IIAEor S« & 9 G
1 e & sar 5 Fer =T g

e The commission is likely to request the State government to draft rules based on these proposals.
RN HHAA: o GEATE! o YR R IST AR A AT TaAled T 3R R
e The commission is a statutory body that advises the State government on all policy matters affecting women.
HEANT T dufas A S AR # gefad aXe arer et A AT W IS SR F T8 ST 8l

e Its objective is to represent the rights of women in India and to provide a voice for their issues and concerns, including equal
representation for women in jobs.

ST 3652 HRA H Afga3t & HftwRi 1 wfafafca axar 3R 37 Aeal 3R Ranit & Qv e 3mae wEe F6 §,
foras wfgensit & forv ARy # g sfafaftes anfaa 2

General Chauhan launches Project Shaurya Gatha

Sor¥er gt o Waee et YT FT YRS fora

Launch of Project 'Shaurya Gatha'
Wiete ‘o AT FT QS

General Chauhan launches e Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan on Friday launched Project

- ‘Shaurya Gatha’, an initiative of the Department of Military Affairs and the United Service
PrOJECt Shaurya Gatha Institution (USI) of India, to conserve and promote India’s military heritage.
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil

T Y@ (CDS) Sfoliel Al =il o Yhar it Wotere AR amar 1 R fhar, St
Chauhan on Friday launched Project ‘Shaurya A ATFel F Fasmer 3R agFa Far GEA (USI) 3BIT a1 v uge B, foHeT 3eded
Gatha’, an initiative of the Department of Military  srrg & ¥+ eRET & TT&AT 3R Ferar & B
Affairs and the United Service Institution (USD of It was launched at the second edition of the annual Indian Military Heritage Festival
India, to conserve and promote India’s military

organised by the USI.
heritage. It was launched at the second edition of . o N S 3T e )
the annual Indian Military Heritage Festival Sl S Ll (USh & ¥ ¥ LUl

organised by the USI. The two-day festival aims HEFOT A olled TR a7

to engage global and Indian think tanks, . The two-day festival aims to engage global and Indian think tanks, corporations,
corporations, public and private sector public and private sector undertakings, non-profits, academicians, and research scholars
undertakings, non-profits, academicians, and focusing on India’s national security, foreign policy, military history, and heritage, a
research scholars focusing on India’s national Defence Ministry statement said.

security, foreign policy, military history and g &Y RadiT #AgicHg dRas ik sy A+ &, Fulaal, ada@s 3k &6 a7

heritage, a Defence Ministry statement said. N A NS B 3R o R N G ——
fager A, d=7 sfaew, IR NW R ear T = & T e F 3eT I@AT §, 51 & e W #AeT F 9T J
gl 1T

Zomato, Swiggy breached
antitrust laws: CCI probe

Food delivery giants followed business practices favouring select restaurants listed on the
platforms: CCI probe began in 2022 after complaint from National Restaurant Association of India

GS Paper ll:
Govefnance

vent the market from be-

NEW DELHI

n investigation by
A India’s antitrust bo-
dy found food de-
livery giants Zomato and
SoftBank-backed Swiggy
breached competition
laws, with business prac-
tices favouring select res-
taurants listed on the plat-
forms, documents show.
Zomato entered into
“exclusivity contracts”
with partners in return for
lower commissions, while
Swiggy guaranteed busi-
ness growth to certain

u/—

Unpleasant flavours: Swiggy and Zomato pushed restaurants to
maintain a parity on prices, directly reducing competition. REUTERS

players if they listed exclu-
sively on its platform, ac-
cording to non-public doc-
uments prepared by the
Competition Commission

of India (CCI).

Exclusivity arrange-
ments between Swiggy, Zo-
mato and their respective
restaurant partners “pre-

coming more competi-
tive,” the competition
watchdog’s investigation
arm noted in its findings
reviewed by Reuters.

The investigation began
in 2022 after a complaint
by National Restaurant As-
sociation of India about the
impact on food outlets of
the alleged anti-competi-
tive practices of the plat-
forms. The CCI documents
are not public.

Zomato declined to
comment, while Swiggy
and the CCI did not res-
pond to Reuters’ queries.
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Zomato, Swiggy breached antitrust laws: CCI probe

Ser, faelt & wdicee Fla #1 3eaua fan s s

Food delivery giants followed business practices favouring select restaurants listed on the platforms: CCI
probe began in 2022 after complaint from National Restaurant Association of India

gy faavor Ruaret A caewnt 9T ey gider a & gar F sqrawids gyrsit FT qrereT R
mmmﬁmﬁwmaﬁéﬁmaﬁrm#aﬁzozzﬁmmmeﬁgé

Investigation into Zomato and Swiggy

e ik Raeeft fr =

e An investigation by India’s antitrust body found food delivery giants Zomato and SoftBank-backed Swiggy breached competition
laws, with business practices favouring select restaurants listed on the platforms, documents show.

AR $T TeIEe I8t gaRT & I g H 917 337 foF @ faver Hufaar s 3k aiveds gafda gl o wiaeaut

FIeeAl HT Seorded [T, TlehHA! TN FAICY FS TR H1 HIET Tgd= el SRS FATHT & HROT, GFAdsit # Tg

GeITaT g3
e Zomato entered into “exclusivity contracts” with partners in return for lower commissions, while Swiggy guaranteed business growth to

certain players if they listed exclusively on its platform, according to non-public documents prepared by the Competition Commission
of India (CClI).

et s amefeRt & @y R srgEe e, S e 3¢ FA e A, safs Rawh 3 $o saraRal & e
weHH W Y ¥ & Feey e W AR JafD 6 ARE &Y, T§ TRy -G geamdat 3 & 78 &, 3
gfarqa’ AT (CCl) o IR Fo I

e Exclusivity arrangements between Swiggy, Zomato and their respective restaurant partners “prevent the market from becoming more
competitive,” the competition watchdog’s investigation arm noted in its findings reviewed by Reuters.

Reawaft, Y 3R 379 TR YEaRT AMERT & St Ry Foed “aoR @1 3 GieTe gee @ Ao, o
PRI & S T & 3l ROV # e, Ford e & el |

e The investigation began in 2022 after a complaint by National Restaurant Association of India about the impact on food outlets of the
alleged anti-competitive practices of the platforms.

FE S 20223 YT g M, o e WeNe vafiver e §RATA coewA! fr Had yfawaet R gunst & FRor
e 3T3colcd I IHTd T Reprad i T

e The CCI documents are not public.
CCI gFaasT AdSi{eleh 1el &l
e Zomato declined to comment, while Swiggy and the CCI did not respond to Reuters’ queries.

MF S Rouol aal & sAPR &, STafe Raeaft 3R CCl o Waed & weaAt &1 347 =1g7 |

Telcos cast satellite Internet as a
threat to terrestrial networks

|GS Paper Ill: S&T |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Telecom operators and sa-
tellite Internet operators
on Friday engaged in an
occasionally contentious
discussion on regulating
services like SpaceX’s Star-
link and Amazon’s Kuiper
satellite Internet, as part of
an open house discussion
by the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India.
Telecom operators cast
doubt on the wisdom of
freely allowing satellite In-
ternet services to operate
in India, and the latter de-
fended their operations.
“It is not an open and
shut case of administrative
assignment,” said Ravi
Gandhi, a regulatory exec-
utive with Reliance Jio Info-

e,

l 7 l

STARLINK

comm Ltd., advancing a le-
gal argument that the
Telecommunications law
does not automatically ex-
empt satellite internet ser-
vices players like Starlink
from participating in a
spectrum auction.

Parnil Urdhwareshe, a
SpaceX executive, flagged
“frankly unfortunate and
entirely false allegations of

possible predatory pric-
ing” leveled against satel-
lite internet operators.

“We maintain absolute
transparency on Starlink
pricing and performance
around the world, selling
prices for any country are
readily available on our
website for anyone to
check,” he said.

Concern over capacity
Mr. Gandhi expressed con-
cerns on the growing ca-
pacity satellite services like
Starlink would consume.
“The public numbers
which Starlink tells would
mean around 35,000 satel-
lites,” Mr. Gandhi said.

“If we take India’s por-
tion, there would be
around 500 to 600 satel-
lites always over India, and

up to 3,000, if multiple sa-
tellite constellations served
the country, leading to
more ground stations,” the
Reliance Jio Infocomm re-
presentative said.

Mr. Urdhwareshe, from
SpaceX rebutted: “I worry
about where Mr. Gandbhi is
getting his numbers on
Starlink. India accounts for
0.6% of the world’s surface
area, which is an impor-
tant factor in Non-Geosta-
tionary Orbit (NGO) sys-
tems which are global”
Determining satellite sys-
tems’ capacity in any one
region is akin to saying that
the majority of Jio, Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone’s lakhs
of mobile towers are locat-
ed in an area similar to the
size of Nagaland, he point-
ed out firmly.

Telcos cast satellite Internet as a
threat to terrestrial networks

QAR FFAfAdl o dese
ST I T Acad & favw
G qarn

Telecom Operators and Satellite Internet
Operators Discuss Regulation

Sl 3TeY 3R deaEe sxae
At & g Agaa w a4t

e Telecom operators and satellite Internet operators on
Friday engaged in an occasionally contentious discussion on
regulating services like SpaceX’s Starlink and Amazon’s
Kuiper satellite Internet, as part of an open house

discussion by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India.

eha T Telliar TR iR ez seaie
HT¥ed & FHTFH & Ferfa® 3R e F Fqw

Heoge e SR A & fATdAa | Ffl-FelT [Aaerae oa7 &1, S 9Rd SER & Tl Aass mfteior garT
AT T Gl TF F1 feram A

e Telecom operators cast doubt on the wisdom of freely allowing satellite Internet services to operate in India, and the latter defended their
operations.

TFIA AT A 9T H WA ST [T 1 FadT T  FAd Fal A JEfAAGN W Heg STardr, 3 Jdarse
$eLIC AT o 396l FaTolel Yeyiadr & Jara faa|
e “Itis not an open and shut case of administrative assignment,” said Ravi Gandhi, a regulatory executive with Reliance Jio Infocomm

Ltd., advancing a legal argument that the Telecommunications law does not automatically exempt satellite internet services players
like Starlink from participating in a spectrum auction.
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“TE Teh WRATHTTR HATSAHC HT ATHAT gl ¢, W ell, Rearw o s s & e Fams 3ifRer & @,

3eglel el h T I §U el 1 PEAR Flefel Taalfeld &I & TR S ALATE $eXAc AT Ferdsi &
TiFeA Aot 7 77 O F e T e

e Parnil Urdhwareshe, a SpaceX executive, flagged “frankly unfortunate and entirely false allegations of possible predatory pricing”
leveled against satellite internet operators.

YT FERY, Toh FAFCFH FREFHL, A TASE SeTeie TN & [T “Fose 77 § oo 3K @ a¥g & 313
IR 307, fad RFR Fa arelt FAea FAUROT A1 HHTAT AT ol JRIT @ T

e “We maintain absolute transparency on Starlink pricing and performance around the world, selling prices for any country are readily
available on our website for anyone to check,” he said.

“gH Ferfa® Few fuRor 3R vede W gl arefifar see wa & e o qor & faw foshr Ao gardy dearse W
I ¥ 39 g, difer s o S g, 3+giel SaTl
e Mr. Gandhi expressed concerns on the growing capacity satellite services like Starlink would consume.
wiely St R oo B Ferfe® SR dcarse AaC Secl g5 &FAdT HT 39T HA
e “The public numbers which Starlink tells would mean around 35,000 satellites,” Mr. Gandhi said.
“3r FTaSfeleh s FERTA® TdTdT §, 8 99T 35,000 3UET & axrex giet,” ameft Sy o g

e “If we take India’s portion, there would be around 500 to 600 satellites always over India, and up to 3,000, if multiple satellite
constellations served the country, leading to more ground stations,” the Reliance Jio Infocomm representative said.

“IPR A ARG & REA ' ¢, A AT WX §HLAT I 500 A 600 IUAE 8191, 3 30X &g 3YAF 17T T T JaT &Y, ar
FE HEAT 3,000 T IgT Fhell ¢, a8 3R 3170k Am38 T v JTaRThar gl Remaw v SR gfafafr a3 Fern

e Mr. Urdhwareshe, from SpaceX rebutted: “I worry about where Mr. Gandhi is getting his numbers on Starlink. India accounts for
0.6% of the world’s surface area, which is an important factor in Non-Geostationary Orbit (NGO) systems which are global.”

FIHUFH & R A sHFT A ez <Apgr Riar § G e st R werfE w S e Aa w E 9w ww & @ g
AR gl 1 FdE F 0.6% e 1 gfafRftea axar 8, S R-Fax e (NGO) RBverw # tF Agcayqol dca & St
dfRas g1”

e Determining satellite systems’ capacity in any one region is akin to saying that the majority of Jio, Bharti Airtel, and Vodafone’s lakhs
of mobile towers are located in an area similar to the size of Nagaland, he pointed out firmly.

fre v &7 F 3uare gonfort & &TAAT 1 fAURUT 38 atE § S dge o fora, el TR, 3R dsmee & arat
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Trump names campaign head
Susie Wiles as his chief of staff

President-elect says he is willing to talk to Russian President Putin; Kremlin reciprocates the

thought, but says Russian leader is not willing to alter Moscow’s demands regarding Ukraine

[PCs

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

.S. President-elect
UDonald Trump on
Thursday made his

first Cabinet appointment
after his decisive election
win, while signalling his in-
tent to ditch the outgoing
administration’s policies
by talking to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Mr. Trump’s campaign
manager Susie Wiles will
serve as his White House
chief of staff, the first wo-
man to be named to the
high-profile role and the
Republican’s first appoint-
ment to his incoming
administration.

High reward: Donald Trump greets Susie Wiles at an election night
event in West Palm Beach in Florida on Wednesday. AFp

Mr. Trump later told
NBC News that he had not
talked to Mr. Putin since
his victory but “I think we
will speak.” The Kremlin

said Mr. Putin is ready to
discuss Ukraine with Mr.
Trump but that does not
mean he is willing to alter
Moscow's demands.

# AT F qEAT T F v TR g F

U.S. President-elect Donald Trump Makes First Cabinet Appointment
3ARET & weeufa-MeifRa sares ¢ a wgel Hfaae Agfaa @i

Trump asks
Lighthizer to
be trade chief

Reuters

Robert Lighthizer, a firm
supporter of tariffs, has
been asked to return as
U.S. Trade Representative
in Donald Trump’s admi-
nistration. He was one of
the leading figures in Mr.
Trump’s trade war with
China and the renegotia-
tion of the North American
Free Trade Agreement,
with Mexico and Canada
during his first term.

Trump names campaign
head Susie Wiles as his
chief of staff

o9 A NI gHE gl
faew #1 9= FEw THE
fagea

President-elect says he is willing to
talk to RussianPresident Putin;
Kremlin reciprocates the thought,
but says Russian leader is not
willing to alter Moscow’s demands
regarding Ukraine

sq-faatfaa wseufa o g1 & @
I Iegufa gfae & arasia
A F FTOF o, hAtae o st
s W AR fhar dfea #er &
T AT TgeT F U A AR

e U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on Thursday made his first Cabinet appointment after his decisive election win, while signalling
his intent to ditch the outgoing administration’s policies by talking to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

IARF & Iegufa-faaifRa Seres Ca A AR & Ho gl Ffaee AgfFa &, sroeh v goare sa s ag, Sefs
35 Tt Tegafar senfeAR g & a1 e & IRT fagmwe geres f At # seee # gt sfew B

e Mr. Trump’s campaign manager Susie Wiles will serve as his White House chief of staff, the first woman to be named to the high-
profile role and the Republican’s first appointment to his incoming administration.

At ET A HHAT yEauF GRA qTEH A 37 cglge §3H THE FHAN & &7 F fAgFd fhar S, T8 sTa-ahgd
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e Mr. Trump later told NBC News that he had not talked to Mr. Putin since his victory but “I think we will speak.”
A T dg A NBC FHF A TART 6 3egial el Sl & a1 A4 gfaar & a1 w767 v g, Afhet “aqgr oorem § &7 a1
4"

e The Kremlin said Mr. Putin is ready to discuss Ukraine with Mr. Trump but that does not mean he is willing to alter Moscow's
demands.

mﬂﬁm%aﬁgﬁauﬁwm@ﬁmama;ﬁvﬁw%,mmﬂawagaﬁ%%agmﬁmﬁ
HI deold & TaT AR &)

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




